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Having  brought  the  present  Volume  to  a  dose,  the 
Publishers  acknowledge  the  very  libercd  patronage  ' 
they  have  received  from  their  numerous  Subscri- 
bers^ and  beg  to  state,  they  intend,  as  a  Sequel  and 
Companion,  to  publish  a  new  Edition  ^  Captain 
CooKs  Voyages  round  the  World;  printed  in  the 
same  type  and  size,  and  emhellished  with  jy^een  snr 
perior  Engramngs.  It  will  be  published  in  Shilling 
Parts,  once  a  Fortnight,  until  complete ;  making 
in  all  about  eighteen  Parts,  rendering  it  about 
one  haff  the  price  it  is  generally  published  at.  Ftd- 
ly  impressed  with  the  importance  tf  furnishing  the 
young  mind  with  Historical  Knowledge,  the  Publish- 
ers hope  for  the  extended  patronage  qfthe  public. 
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VOYAGES    AND   TRAVELS, 


OF 


CAPTAIN  PA&RT. 


AND  OTHERS. 


J-  HE  very  great  interest  which  the  Voyages  of  Capt 
Parry  have  excited  in  the  public  mindi  cannot  but  render 
a  narrative  of  the  occurrences  valuable  to  all  classes  of  read- 
ers. The  journals  already  published  embrace  a  volu- 
minous account,  interesting  to  nautical  and  scientific  men, 
but  of  little  importance  to  the  general  reader. 

The  narrative  presented  in  the  succeeding  pages  embraces 
only  those  incidents  which  will  lead  the  reader  to  appreciate 
more  than  ever  the  blessings  he  enjoys,  under  the  protcc- 
ion  of  just  laws,  mildly  and  equitably  administered.  It 
is  said  that  history  is  philosophy  teaching  by  examples, 
when  the  reader  is  introduced  to  a  knowledge,  that  there 
are  many  of  his  fellow  men  who  have  a  very  limited  supply 
even  of  the  necessaries  of  life,  with  the  almost  entire  priva- 
tion of  those  social  and  other  comforts  which  are  placed 
within  the  grasp  of  almost  every  individual  of  the  British 
empire,  how  will  he  be  led  to  be  satisfied  in  the  station  of 
life  assigned  him  ;  and  instead  of  murmuring  that  he  has 
not  all  he  desires,  he  will  feci  sentiments  of  gratitude  that 
his  comforts  are  so  numerous  as  they  are.  To  draw  such 
conclusions  is  the  proper  duty  of  the  reader  ;  and  then  only 
education  becomes  useful  to  society,  when  the  information 
P.  V    1  B 
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it  utttaios  iaflucnccs  and  regulates  the  nill  and  aSectioBi, 
and  produces  order  and  propriety  of  conduct. 

The  idea  of  a  passage  to  llie  East  Indies  by  the  North 
Pole  was  suggested  as  early  ns  tbe  year  1527,  by  Robert 
Thorne,  merchant,  of  Bristol,  as  appears  from  two  papers 
preserved  fay  Hackluit  ;  the  one  addressed  to  king  Henry 
VIII  ;  the  other  to  Dr.  Ley,  the  king's  ambassador  to 
Charles  V.  In  that  addressed  to  tbe  king  he  says,  "  I 
know  it  to  be  my  bounden  duty  to  manifest  this  secret  to 
your  grace,  whicb  hitherto,  I  suppose,  has  been  hid.*' 
This  secret  appears  to  be  the  honour  and  advanuge  which 
would  be  derired  from  tbe  discovery  of  a  passage  by  the 
North  Pole.  lie  represents  in  the  strongest  terms  the 
glory  which  the  kings  of  Spain  and  Portugal  had  obtained 
by  their  discoveries  East  and  West,  and  exhorts  the  king 
to  emulate  their  fame  fay -undertaking  discoveries  towards 
the  North.  He  states  in  a  very  masterly  style  the  reputa- 
tion that  must  attend  the  attempt,  and  the  great  benefits 
likely  to  accrue  to  the  subjects  of  this  country,  from  their 
advantageous  situation,  should  it  be  crowned  with  success, 
which,  he  observes,  seems  to  make  the  exploring  this,  the 
only  hitherto  undiscovered  part,  the  king's  peculiar  duty. 

To  remove  any  objection  to  the  undertaking  which  might 
be  drawn  from  the  supposed  danger,  he  insists  upon  *'  the 
great  advantages  of  constant  day-light  in  seas,  that  men 
tay,  without  great  danger,  difficulty,  and  peril,  yea,  rather, 
it  is  imposMble  to  pass  ;  fur  tliey  being  past  this  tittle  way 
which  they  nanied  so  dangerous  [which  may  be  two  or  three 
leagues  before  they  come  to  the  Pole,  and  as  much  mors 
after  tliey  pass  (he  Pole),  it  is  clear  from  thenceforth  the 
seal  and  lands  are  as  temperate  as  in  these  parts." 

In  the  paper  addressed  to  Dr.  Ley  he  enters  more  mi- 
nutely inio  the  advantages  and  practicability  of  the  under- 
taking. Amongst  many  other  arguments  to  prove  the 
value  of  the  discovery,  he  urges,  that  by  sailing  northward 
and  passing  the  Pole,  (he  navigation  from  ISngland  to  tb« 
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Spice  Mandt  would  be  8borter»  by  more  than  two  tbov« 
und  leagues,  tbao  either  from  Spain  by  the  straits  of  Ma- 
gdlaa,  or  Portugal  by  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope ;  and  to  shew 
the  likelihood  of  s«oeess  in  the  enterprise  he  says,  it  is  as 
probable  that  the  eosmograpbera  should  be  mistaken  in  the 
opinion  they  entertain  of  tEe  polar  regions  being  impassa- 
ble from  eztr^Be  eold,  as,  it  has  been  found,  they  were,  la 
supposing  the  countries  under  the  line  to  be  uninhabitable 
from  ezcessiTe  beat  With  all  the  spirit  of  a  man  convinced 
of  the  glory  to  6e  gained,  and  the  probability  of  success  in 
the  undertaking,  he  adds, — *^  Ood  knowetb,  that  though 
by  it  I  should  have  nd  great  interest,  yet  I  have  had,  and 
still  have,  no  little  mind  of  this  business  ;  so  that  if  I  had 
faculty  to  my  will,  it  should  be  the  first  thing  that  I  would 
understand,  even  to  attempt,  if  our  seas  northward  be  na- 
vigable to  the  Pole  or  no.'*  Notwithstanding  the  many 
good  arguments,  with  which  he  supported  his  proposition* 
and  the  offer  of  bis  own  services,  it  does  not  appear  that  he 
prevailed  so  far  as  to  procure  an  attempt  to  be  made. 

No  voyage  appears,  indeed,  to  have  been  undertaken 
to  explore  the  polar  seas,  till  the  year  1607,  when  ^<  Henry 
Hudson  was  set  forth,  at  the  charge  of  certain  worshipful 
merchants  of  London,  to  discover  a  passage  by  the  North 
Pole  to  Japan  and  China."  He  sailed  from  Gravesend  on 
the  first  of  May,  in  a  ship  called  ^the  Hopewell,  having  with 
him  ten  men  and  a  boy.  Great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
find  his  original  journal,  as  well  as  those  of  some  others  of 
tbe  adventurers  who  followed  him ;  but  without  success  : 
the  only  account  is  an  imperfect  abridgement  in  Pnrchas, 
by  which  it  is  not  possible  to  lay  down  his  track  ;  from 
which,  however,  are  drawn  the  following  particulars :— ^He 
fell  in  with  the  land  to  the  westward  in  latitude  73%  on  the 
twenty-first  of  June,  which  he  named  Hold- with- Hope* 
The  twenty-seventh,  he  fell  in  with  Spitsbergen,  and  met 
with  much  ice ;  he  got  to  80^  23',  which  was  the  northern-' 
lautttde  he  observed  in.     Giving  an  account  of  the 
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conclusion  of  his  discoveries,  he  says,  *^  On  the  sixteenth  of 
Aus^ust  I  saw  land,  by  reason  of  the  clearness  of  the  wea<* 
ther,  stretching  far  into  82^,  and,  by  the  bowing  and  shew- 
ing of  the  sky,  much  farther;  which  when  I  first  saw,  I 
hoped  to  have  had  a  free  sea  between  the  land  and  the  icCf 
and  meant  to  have  compassed  this  land  by  the  north  ;  but 
now  finding  it  was  impossible,  by  means  of  the  abundance 
of  ice  compassing  us  about  by  the  north,  and  joining  to  the 
land;  and  seeing  God  did  bless  us  with  a  wind,  we  re- 
turned, bearing  up  the  helm.'*  He  afterwards  adds : 
*^  And  this  1  can  assure  at  this  present,  that  between  78f^ 
and  82%  by  this  way  there  is  no  passage." — In  consequence 
of  this  opinion,  he  was  the  next  year  employed  on  the  north- 
east discovery. 

In  March  1609,  old  style,  "  A  voyage  was  set  forth  by 
the  right  worshipful  Sir  Thomas  Smith,  and  the  rest  of  the 
Muscovy  Company,  to  Cherry  Island,  and  for  a  further 
discovery  to  be  made  toward  the  North  Pole,  for  the  likeli- 
hood of  a  trade  or  passage  that  way,  in  the  ship  called  the 
Amity,  of  burthen  seventy  tons^  in  which  Jonas  Poole  was 
master,  having  fourteen  men  and  one  boy." — He  weighed 
from  Blackwall,  March  the  first,  old  style  ;  and  after  great 
severity  of  weather,  and  much  difficulty  from  the  ice,  he 
made  the  south  part  of  Spitsbergen  on  the  16th  of  May.  He 
sailed  alon^  and  sounded  the  coast,  giving  names  to  several 
places,  and  making  many  very  accurate  observations.  On 
the  26th,  being  near  Fair  Foreland,  he  sent  his  mate  on 
shore  ; — and  in  speaking  of  this  at  his  return,  says,  *^  More- 
over,  I  was  certified  that  all  the  ponds  and  lakes  were  un<- 
frozen,  they  being  fresh  water  ;  which  putteth  me  in  hope  of 
a  mild  summer  here,  after  so  sharp  a  beginning  as  I  have 
had  ;  and  my  opinion  is  such,  and  I  assure  myself  it  is  so^ 
that  a  passsage  may  be  as  soon  attained  this  way  by  the 
Pole,  as  any  unknown  way  whatsoever,  by  reason  the  sun 
did   give  a  great  heat  in  this  climatet  and  the  ice  (I  mean 
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thai  freeieth  hare)  it  nothmg  so  huge  as  I  bawieea  tai 
■eventy-three  degrees.** 

These  hopes,  however,  he  was  soon  obliged  to  relinquish 
for  that  year,  having  twice  attempted  in  vain  to  get  beyond 
7t*  8V.  On  the  Slst  of  June,  he  stood  to  the  southward, 
to  get  a  loading  of  fish,  and  arrived  in  London  the  last  of 
AngusC  He  was  mployed  the  following  year  (1011)  in  m 
snnall  bark  called  the  Blisabetb,  of  M  tuns.  The  instme- 
tioBs  for  this  voyage,  which  may  be  found  at  length  in  Pur* 
ehae,  are  excellently  drawn  up  :  they  direct  him,  after 
having  attended  the  fishery  for  some  time,  to  attempt  dis* 
eoveries  to  the  North  Pole  as  long  as  the  season  will  permit ; 
with  a  discretioaary  dause,  to  act  in  unforeseen  cases  as 
shaU  appear  to  him  most  for  the  advancement  of  the  disco* 
very,  and  interest  of  his  employers.  This  however  proved 
tn  unfortunate  voyage  :  for  having  staid  in  Cross  Road  till 
the  16th  of  June,  on  account  of  the  bad  weather,  and  great 
quantity  of  ice,  he  sailed  from  thence  on  that  day,  and 
steered  WbN  fourteen  leagues,  where  he  found  a  bank 
of  ice  :  he  returned  to  Cross  Road ;  from  whence  when  he 
sailed  be  found  the  ice  to  lie  close  to  the  land  about  the  lati- 
tude of  80^,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  pass  that  way  ; 
and  the  strong  tides  making  it  dangerous  to  deal  with  the 
ice,  he  determined  to  stand  along  it  to  the  southward,  to 
try  if  be  could  find  the  sea  more  open  that  way,  and  so 
get  to  the  WMtward,  and  proceed  on  his  voyage.  He 
found  the  ice  to  lie  nearest  SW  and  SWbS  and  ran 
along  it  about  an  hundred  and  twenty  leagues.  He  had  no 
ground  near  the  ice  at  100,  180,  or  200  fathoms  :  per- 
ceiving the  ice  still  to  *  trend  to  the  southward,  he  deter- 
mined to  return  to  Spitsbergen  for  the  fishery,  where  he  lost 
bis  ship. 

In  the  year  ldl4,  another  voyage  was  undertaken,  in 
which  Baffin  and  Fotberby  were  employed.  With  much 
diflfeulty,  and  after  repeated  attempts  in  vain  with  the  ship, 
the;  got  with  their  boats  to  the  firm   ice,  which  joined  to 
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Red-Deach  }  they  walked  over  the  ice,  to  that  place,  in 
hopes  of  finding  whale-fin9,  &c.  in  ivhicb  they  were  dis- 
appointed. Fotherby  adds,  in  his  account :  **  Thus,  as 
we  could  not  find  what  we  desired  to  see,  so  did  we  behold 
that  which  we  wished  had  not  heen  there  to  be  seen  ;  which 
was  great  abundance  of  ice,  that  lay  close  to  the  shore,  and 
also  ofi^  at  sea  as  far  as  we  could  discern.  On  the  eleventh 
of  August  they  sailed  from  Fair-Haven,  to  try  if  the  ice 
would  let  them  pass  to  the  northward,  or  north-eastward  ; 
they  steered  from  Cape  Barren,  or  Vogel  Sang,  NEbB 
eight  leagues,  where  they  met  with  the  ice,  which  lay 
EbS  and  WbN.  The  fifteenth  of  August  they  saw 
ice  froien  in  the  sea  of  above  the  thickness  of  an  half- 
crown. 

Fotherby  was  again  fitted  out  the  next  year  in  a  pinnace 
of  twenty  tons,  called  the  Richard,  with  ten  men.  In  this 
▼oyage  he  was  prevented  by  the  ice  from  getting  farther 
than  in  his  last*  He  refers  to  a  chart,  in  which  he  had 
traced  the  ship's  course  on  every  traverse,  to  shew  how  far 
the  state  of  that  sea  was  discovered  between  80  and  TV  of  la- 
titude, and  for  26*  of  longitude  from  Hackluit's  headland.  He 
concludes  the  account  of  his  voyageinthe  following  manner  : 

**  Now  if  any  demand  my  opinion  concerning  hope  of  a 
passage  to  be  found  in  those  seas,  I  answer,  that  it  is  (rue, 
that  I  both  hoped  and  much  desired  to  have  passed  further 
than  I  did,  but  was  hindered  with  ice ;  wherein  althougli  1 
have  not  attained  my  desire,  yet  forasmuch  as  it  appears  not 
yet  to  the  contrary,  but  that  there  is  a  spacious  sea  betwixt 
Groinland  and  king  James  his  new  land  [Spitsberi^en]  al- 
though much  pestered  with  ice  ;  I  will  not  seem  to  dissuade 
this  worshipful  company  from  the  yearly  adventuring  of  150 
'«r  200  pounds  at  the  most,  till  some  further  discovery  be 
made  of  the  said  seas  and  land  aciyacent*'  It  appears  that 
the  Russia  company,  either  satisfied  with  his eDdeavours  and 
despairing  of  further  success,  or  tired  of  the  ezpence,  never 
employed  any  moreships  on  this  discovery. 
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As  these  yoyages  were  fiUed  out  by  private  adrenturen, 
for  the  double  purpose  of  discovery  and  present  advantage ; 
it  may  be  supposed  that  tbe  attention  of  the  navigators  was 
in  a  measure  diverted  from  pursuing  tbe  more  remote  and 
less  profitable  object  of  the  two,  with  all  the  attention  that 
coald  have  been  wished.  In  justice,  however,  to  the  me- 
mory of  these  men,  it  may  be  observed,  that  they  appear  to 
bave  encountered  dangers,  which  at  that  period  must  have 
been  particularly  alarming  from  their  novelty,  with  the 
greatest  fortitude  and  perseverance;  as  well  as  to  have 
shewn  a  degree  of  diligence  and  skill,  not  only  in  the  ordi- 
nary and  practical,  but  more  scientific  parts  of  their  pro* 
fession,  which  might  have  done  honour  to  modem  seamen, 
with  all  their  advantages  of  later  improvements. 

This  great  point  of  geography,  perhaps  the  most  impor- 
tant  in  its  consequences  to  a  commercial  nation  and  mari- 
time power,  but  the  only  one  which  had  never  yet  been  the 
olgect  of  royal  attention,  was  suffered  to  remain  without 
further  investigation,  from  the  year  1015  till  1773,  when  the 
Earl  of  Sandwich,  in  consequence  of  an  application  which 
bad  been  made  to  him  by  the  Royal  Society,  laid  before 
his  Majesty  King  Oeorge  the  Third,  a  proposal  for  an 
expedition  to  try  how  far  navigation  was  practicable  to- 
wards tbe  North  Pole :  which  his  Majesty  was  pleased  to 
direct  should  be  immediately  undertaken,  with  every  en- 
couragement that  could  countenance  such  an  enterpriie, 
and  every  assistance  that  could  contribute  to  its  success. 

Capt  Constantino  John  Phipps,  afterwards  Earl  of 
Mulgrave,  had  the  honour  of  being  entrusted  with  tbe  con- 
duct of  this  undertaking.  The  nature  of  the  voyage  re- 
quiring particular  care  in  the  choice  and  equipment  of  the 
ships,  the  Racehorse  and  Carcass  bombs  were  fixed  upon 
as  the  strongest,  and  therefore  properest  for  the  purpose. 
The  probability  that  such  an  expedition  could  not  be  carried 
on  without  meeting  with  much  ice,  made  some  additional 
•tiengtlieniug  necessary  :  they  were  therefore  immediately 
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taken  into  dock,  dikI  fitted  in  the  tnoit  cen)))l()te  mantiM 
for  the  service.  The  complement  for  the  'Racehorse  wks 
fixed  at  ninety  idcd,  and  the  ordinary  establishment  de- 
parted from,  by  appointing  an  additional  number  of  ofti- 
nert,  and  entering  emotive  men  iutead  of  the  usual  num> 
ber  of  boys. 

In  giving  an  account  of  this  voyage,  Capt.  Pblpps  says— 
"  I  was  allowed  to  recommend  the  ofiicers  ;  and  was  very 
happy  to  find,  during  the  course  of  the  voyage,  by  the 
great  assistance  I  received  on  many  occasions  from  (heir  abi- 
lities and  experience,  that  I  bad  not  been  mistaken  in  the 
characters  of  those  upon  whom  so  much  defiended  in  the 
performance  of  this  service.  Two  masters  of  Greenland- 
men  were  employed  as  pilots  for  each  ship.  The  Race- 
horse was  also  furnished  with  the  new  chain-pumps  made 
by  Mr.  Cole  according  to  Capt.  Benlinck's  improvements, 
which  were  found  to  answer  perfectly  well.  We  also  made 
use  of  Dr.  Irving's  apparatus  for  distilling  fresh  water  from 
the  sea,  with  the  greatest  success.  Some  small  but  useful 
alterations,  were  made  in  the  species  uf  provisions  usually 
supplied  in  the  navy  ;  an  additional  quantity  of  spirits  was 
allowed  for  each  ship,  to  be  issued  at  the  discretion  of  the 
commanders,  when  extraordinary  fatigue  or  severity  of  the 
weather  might  make  it  expedient  A  quantity  of  wine  was 
also  allotted  for  the  use  of  the  sick.  Additional  clothing, 
adapted  to  that  rigour  of  climate,  which  from  the  relation  uf 
former  navigators  we  were  taught  to  expect,  was  ordered 
to  be  put  on  hoard,  to  he  given  to  tlie  seamen  when  we  ar- 
rived in  the  high  latitudes.  It  was  foreseen  Uiat  one  or 
1  olh  uf  the  ships  might  be  sacrificed  in  the  prosecution  of 
tliis  underUking;  the  boats  for  each  ship  were  therefore 
calculated  in  number  and  size,  to  be  (it,  on  any  emergency, 
to  transport  the  whole  crew.  In  short,  every  thing  which 
eouki  tend  to  promote  the  success  of  Uia  undertaking,  or 
contribute  to  the  security,  health,  and  conTeoienoe  <rf  the 
libip'a  companies,  was  granted. 
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On  tbc  19ih  of  April,  li73,  Capt.  Pbipps  received  his 
commission  for  the  Racehorse,  with  an  order  to  get  her 
fitted  with  the  greatest  dispatch  for  a  voyage  of  discovery 
towards  the  North  Pole,  and  to  proceed  to  the  Nore  for 
further  orders. 

On  the  27th,  he  anchored  at  the  Nore,  and  was  joined 

by  Capt.  Lutwidge,  in  the  Carcass,  on  the  80th:  her 
equipment  was  to  have  been  in  all  respects  the  same  as 
that  of  the  Racehorse,  but  when  fitted,  Capi.  Lutwidge 
finding  her  too  deep  in  the  water  to  proceed  to  sea  with 
safety,  obtained  leave  of  the  Admiralty  to  put  six  guns 
on  shore,  to  reduce  the  complement  of  men,  and  return  a 
nuaniity  of  provisions  proportionable  to  that  reduction.  On 
the  4th  of  June  they  sailed,  and  on  the  20th  beg^n  to  make 
use  of  Dr.  Irving^s  apparatus  for  distilling  fresh  vrater  from 
the  sea  :  repeated  trials  gave  us  the  most  satisfactory  proof 
of  its  utility  :  the  water  produced  from  it  was  perfectly  free 
from  salt,  and  wholesome,  being  used  for  boiling  the  ship^s 
provisions  ;  which  convenience  would  alone  be  a  desirable 
object  in  all  voyages,  independent  of  the  benefit  of  so  use- 
ful a  resource  in  case  of  distress  for  water.  The  quantity 
produced  every  day  varied  from  accidental  circumstances, 
but  was  generally  from  thirty- four  to  forty  gallons,  without 
any  great  addition  of  fuel.  Twice  indeed  the  quantity 
produced  was  only  twenty-three  gallons  on  each  distilla- 
tion ;  this  amounts  to  more  than  a  quart  for  each  man, 
which,  though  not  a  plentiful  allowance,  is  much  more  than 
what  is  necessary  for  subsistence.  In  cases  of  real  ne- 
cessity there  was  no  reason  to  doubt  that  a  much  greater 
quantity  might  be  produced  without  an  inconvenient  ex- 
pence  of  fuel. 

After  many  ineffectual  attempts  up  to  the  first  of  August 
to  proceed,  being  In  latitude  80®  31 ,  and  longitude  18®  48, 
the  captain  in  his  journal  snys«  ''  The  ice  pressed  in  fast; 
there  was  not  now  the  smallest  o|>ening  ;  the  two  ship- 
were  within  less  than  two  lengths  of  each  otber^  separated 
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byioe,  and  oeitfier  bavin;  room  to  lurn.  Tbe  we  «hieh 
hall  been  all  flat  the  (lay  before,  and  almost  level  with  the 
water's  edge,  waa  now  in  man;  placea  forced  liigber  thai 
the  main  yard,  by  the  pieces  squeeiing  together,  and  there 
aaened  to  be  no  probability  of  getting  tbe  shipa  out  again, 
without  a  strong  east,  or  norUi-east  wind.  There  was  not 
the  smallest  appearance  of  open  water,  except  a  little  to- 
wards tbe  west  point  of  the  north-east  land.  The  Beveu 
islands  and  north-east  land,  with  the  froien  sea,  formed 
almost  a  bason,  leaving  but  about  four  points  opening  for 
the  ice  to  drift  out,  in  case  of  a  change  of  wind.  On  the 
3rd,  the  weather  was  very  fine,  clear,  and  calm  ;  we  perceived 
that  the  ships  had  been  driven  far  to  the  eastward  ;  the  ice 
was  much  closer  than  before,  and  the  passage  by  which  we 
had  come  in  closed  up,  no  open  water  being  in  sight, ■either 
!■  that  or  any  oUier  quarter.  Tbe  pilots  having  expressed 
a  wish  to  get  if  possible  farther  out,  the  ship's  companies 
were  set  to  work  at  five  in  tbe  morning,  to  cut  a  passage 
through  the  ice,  and  warp  through  the  small  openings  to 
the  westward.  We  found  the  ice  very  deep,  having  sawed 
•ometimea  through  pieces  twelve  feet  thick.  This  labour 
was  continued  tbe  whole  day,  but  without  any  success  ; 
our  utmost  efforts  not  having  moved  the  ships  above  three 
hundred  yards  f)  tbe  westward  through  the  ice,  at  tbo  same 
time  that  they  bud  been  driven  '(tugetlier  with  (he  ioe  itself, 
to  which  tbey  were  fast)  far  to  tbe  NE  and  eastward,  by 
the  current ;  which  had  also  forced  tbe  loose  ice  from  the 
westward,  between  theisland,  where  it  became  packed,  and 
as  firm  as  the  main  body. 

On  the  5th,  the  probability  of  getUng  tbe  ships  out  ap- 
pearing every  hour  less,  and  the  season  being  already  far 
•dvaneed,  some  speedy  resolution  became  necessary  as  to 
the  steps  to  be  taken  for  tbe  preservation  of  the  people  Aa 
the  aituatiou  of  the  ships  prevented  us  from  seeing  the  state 
of  tbe  ice  to  tbe  westward,  by  which  our  future  proceedings 
.iPiiEt  in  ■  gnat  meaaure  be  dalermined,  I  sent  Mr.  WaldeOf 
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OM  of  the  midsbipmen,  with  two  pilots,  to  an  island  aboiil 
twelve  miles  off:  on  his  return  they  stated  that  the  tee, 
though  close  all  about  us,  was  open  to  the  westward  round 
the  point  by  which  we  came  in.  They  also  told  0109  that 
when  upon  the  island  they  had  the  wind  very  fresh  to  the 
eastward,  though  where  the  ships  lay  it  had  been  almost 
calm  all  day.  This  circumstance  considerably  lessened  the 
hopes  we  had  hitherto  entertained  of  the  immediate  effect  of 
an  easterly  wind  in  clearing  the  bay.  We  had  but  one  al- 
ternative ;  either  patiently  to  wait  the  event  of  the  weather 
upon  the  ships,  in  hopes  of  getting  them  out,  or  to  betake 
ourselves  to  the  boats.  The  ships  had  driven  into  shoal 
water,  having  but  fourteen  fathoms.  Should  they,  or  the 
ice  to  which  they  were  fast,  take  the  ground,  they  must  be  in- 
evitabl  J  lost,  and  probably  overset  The  hopes  of  getting 
the  ships  out  was  not  hastily  to  be  relinquished,  nor  obsti- 
nately adhered  to^  till  all  other  means  of  retreat  were  cut 
off.  Having  no  harbour  to  lodge  them  in,  it  would  be  im- 
possible io  winter  them  here,  with  any  probability  of  their 
being  again  serviceable;  our  provisions  would  be  very  short 
for  such  an  undertaking,  were  it  otherwise  feasible ;  and  sup- 
posing, what  appeared  impossible,  that  we  could  get  to  the 
nearest  rocks,  and  make  some  conveniences  for  wintering, 
being  now  in  an  unfrequented  part,  fvhere  ships  never  even 
attempt  to  come^  we  should  have  the  same  difficulties  to 
encounter  the  next  year,  without  the  same  resources  ;  the 
remains  of  the  ships  company,  in  all  probability,  not  in 
health ;  no  provisions,  and  the  sea  not  so  open,  this  year 
having  certainly  been  uncommonly  clear.  Indeed  it  could 
not  have  been  expected  that  more  than  a  very  small  part 
should  survive  the  hardships  of  such  a  winter  with  every 
advantage ;  much  less  in  our  present  situation.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  undertaking  to  move  so  large  a  body  for  so 
eonsiderable  a  distance  by  boats,  was  not  without  very 
serious  difficidties.  Should  we  remain  much  longer  herOi 
die  bad  weather  must  be  expected  to  set  in     The  stay  of 
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the  Dstohmen  to  the  Northward  U  very  doubtful :  if  the 
northern  harbours  kept  clear,  they  stay  till  the  beginning 
of  September  ;  but  when  the  loose  ice  sets  in,  they  quit 
them  immediately.  I  thought  it  proper  to  send  for  the 
officers  of  both  ships,  and  informed  them  of  my  intention  of 
prepairing  the  boats  for  going  away  I  immediately  hoisted 
out  the  boats,  and  t4M>k  every  precaution  in  my  power  to 
make  them  secure  and  comfortable ;  the  fitting  would 
necessarily  take  up  some  days.  The  water  shoaling,  and 
the  ships  driving  fast  towards  the  rocks  to  the  NE,  I  or- 
dered canvass  bread-bags  to  be  made,  in  case  it  should  be 
necessary  very  suddenly  to  betake  ourselves  to  the  boats  : 
I  also  sent  a  man  with  a  lead  and  line  to  the  northward, 
and  another  from  the  Carcass  to  the  eastward,  to  sound 
wherever  they  found  cracks  in  the  ice,  that  we  might  have 
notice  before  either  the  ships,  or  the  ice  to  which  they  were 
fast,  took  the  ground  ;  as  in  that  case,  they  must  instantly 
have  been  crushed  or  overset. 

^*  On  the  7th,  in  the  morning  I  set  out  with  the  launch  over 
the  ice  ;  she  hauled  much  easier  than  1  could  have  ex- 
pected ;  we  got  her  about  two  miles.  I  then  returned  with 
the  people  for  their  dinner.  Finding  the  ice  rather  more 
open  near  the  ships,  I  was  encouraged  to  attempt  moving 
them.  The  wind  being  easterly,  though  but  little  of  it, 
we  set  the  sails,  and  got  the  sliips  about  a  mile  to  the  west- 
ward. They  moved  indeed,  but  very  slowly,  and  were  not 
now  by  a  great  deal  so  far  to  the  i^estwnrd  as  where  they 
were  beset.  However,  1  kept  all  the  sail  upon  them,  to 
force  through  whenever  the  ice  slacked  the  least.  The  peo- 
ple behaved  very  well  in  hauling  the  boat ;  they  seemed  re- 
eonciled  to  the  idea  of  quitting  the  ships,  and  to  have  the 
fullest  confidence  in  their  officers.  The  boats  could  ooC 
with  the  greatest  diligence  be  got  to  the  water  side  before 
the  fourteenth  ;  if  the  situation  of  the  ships  did  not  alter  by 
that  time,  I  should  not  be  justified  in  staying  longer  by  thenL 
Ia  ihe  MetB  time,  I  reeolved  to  oarry  on  both  attempts  to* 
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gether,  mof  uig  ibe  boats  oonstantly  but  without  onitlfakg 
ta  ofpportunity  of  getting  the  ships  through. 

Oa  the  Sthy  at  half  past  four,  I  sent  two  pilots  with  three 
men  to  see  the  state  of  the  Ice  to  the  westward,  that  I 
might  Judge  of  the  probability  of  getting  the  ships  out  At 
line  they  returned,  and  reported  the  ioe  to  be  Tery  heary 
and  close,  consisting  chiefly  of  large  fields.  Between  nine, 
and  ten  this  morning,  I  set  out  with  the  people,  and  got  < 
the  launch  above  three  miles.  The  weather  being  foggy 
and  the  people  having  worked  hard,  I  tbought  it  best  to 
return  on  board  between  six  and  seven.  The  ships  had  in 
the  mean  time  moved  something  through  the  ice,  and  the 
ice  itself  had  drifted  still  more  to  the  westward.  At 
night  there  was  little  wind,  and  a  thick  fog,  so  that  1  could 
not  judge  precisely  of  the  advantages  we  had  gained  ;  but  I 
sUll  feared  that,  however  flattering,  it  was  not  such  as  to 
justify  my  giving  up  the  idea  of  moving  the  boats,  the  sea- 
son advancing  so  fast,  the  preservation  of  the  ships  being 
so  uncertain,  and  the  situation  of  the  people  so  critical. 

On  the  0th,  we  moved  the  ship  a  little  through  some  very 
small  openings.  In  the  afternoon,  upon  its  clearing  up,  we 
were  agreeably  surprised  to  find  the  ships  had  driven  much 
more  than  we  could  have  expected  to  the  westward.  We 
worked  hard  all  day,  and  got  them  something  more  to  the 
westward  through  the  ice ;  but  nothing  in  comparison  to 
what  the  ice  itself  had  drifted.  We  got  past  the  launches ; 
I  sent  a  number  of  men  for  them,  and  got  them  on  board. 
Between  three  and  four  in  the  morning  the  nind  was  west- 
erly, and  it  snowed  fast.  The  people  having  been  much 
fatigued,  we  were  obliged  to  desist  from  working  for  a  few 
hours.  The  progress  which  the  ships  had  made  through 
the  ice  was,  however,  a  very  favourable  event ;  the  drift  of 
the  ice  was  an  advantage  that  might  be  as  suddenly  lost, 
as  it  had  been  unexpectedly  gained,  by  a  change  in  the  cur- 
rent; we  had  experienced  the  inefficacy  of  an  easterly  wind 
when  far  in  the  bay*  and   under  the  high  land  ;  but  having 
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BOW  got  through  so  much  of  the  ice,  we  began  again  to  eon*- 
ceive  hopes  that  a  brisk  gale  from  that  quarter  would  soon 
effectually  clear  us. 

On  the  10th,  the  wind  springing  up  to  the  NNE  in  the 
morning,  we  set  all  the  sail  we  could  upon  the  ship,  and 
forced  her  through  a  great  deal  of  very  heavy  ice ;  she 
struck  often  very  hard,  and  with  one  stroke  broke  the 
shank  of  the  best  bower  anchor  About  noon  we  had  got 
her  through  all  the  ice,  and  out  to  sea.  I  stood  to  the 
NW  to  make  the  ice,  and  found  the  main  body  just 
where  we  left  it.  At  three  in  the  morning,  with  a  good 
breeze  easterly,  we  were  standing  to  the  westward,  be- 
tween the  land  and  the  ice,  both  in  sight ;  the  weather 
hazy. 

On  the  11th,  came  to  an  anchor  in  the  harbour  of 
Smeerenberg,  to  refresh  the  people  after  their  fatigues. 
We  found  here  four  of  the  Dutch  ships,  which  we  had  left 
in  the  Norways  when  we  sailed  from  Vogel  Sang,  and 
upon  which  I  had  depended  for  carrying  the  peo|)le  home  in 
case  we  had  been  obliged  to  quit  the  ships.  In  this  sound 
there  is  good  anchorage  in  thirteen  fathoms,  sandy  bottom, 
not  far  frjm  the  shore  ;  it  is  well  sheltered  from  all  winds. 
The  island  close  to  which  we  lay  is  culled  Amsterdam  Is- 
land, the  westernmost  point  of  which  is  Hacluyt's  Head 
Land ;  here  the  Dutch  used  formerly  to  boil  their  whale-oil, 
and  the  remains  of  some  conveniences  erected  by  them  for 
that  purpose  arc  still  visible.  Once  they  attempted  to  make 
an  establishment,  and  left  some  people  to  winter  here,  who 
all  perished.  The  Dutch  ships  still  resort  to  this  place  for 
the  latter  season  of  the  whale  fishery.  The  black  moun- 
tains, white  snow,  and  beautiful  colour  of  the  ice,  make  a 
romantic  and  uncommon  picture.  Large  pieces  frequently 
break  off  from  the  icebergs,  and  fall  with  great  noise  into 
the  water  :  we  observed  one  piece  which  had  floated  out 
into  the  bay,  and  grounded  in  tweatjr-four  fulhoms  ;  it  was 
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fifty  fSeet  high  above  the  surface  of  the  water,  and  of  the 
•ame  beautiful  colour  as  the  iceberg. 

^  We  aaw  no  springe  or  riTers,  the  water,  which  we 
found  in  great  plenty,  being  all  produced  by  the  melting  of 
the  snow,  from  the  mountains.     During  the  whole  time  we 
were  in  thesd  latitudes,  there  was  no  thunder  or  lightning. 
I  must  also  add,  that  I  never  found  what  is  mentioned  by 
Marten,  (who  is  generally  accurate  in  his  observations,  and 
faithful  in  bis  accounts)  of  the  sun  at  midnight  resembling 
in  appearance  the  moon  ;    I   saw  no   difference  in  clear 
weather  between  the  sun   at  midnight  and  any  other  timci 
but   what  arose  from  a  different  degree  of  altitude  ;  the 
brightness  of  the  light  appearing  there,  as  well  as  else- 
where, to  depend  upon  the  obliquity  of  his  rays.     The  sky 
was  in  general  loaded  with  hard  white  clouds  ;  so  that  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  ever  seen  the  sun  and  the  horiion  both 
free  from  them  even  in  the  clearest  weather.     We  could  al- 
ways perceive  when  we  were  approaching  the  ice,   long  be* 
fore  we  saw  it,  by  a  bright  appearance   near  the  horizon, 
which  the  pilots  called  the  blink  of  the  ice.     Hudson    re- 
marked, that  the  sea  where  he  met  with  ice  was  blue  ;  but 
the  green  sea  was  free  from  it.     During  the  time  that  we 
were  fast  amongst  the  Seven  Islands,  we  had  frequent  op- 
portunities of  observing  the  irresistible  force  of  the  large 
bodies  of  floating  ice.     We  have  often  seen  a  piece  of  several 
acres  square  lifted  up  between  two  mucb  larger  pieces,  and 
as  it  were  becoming   one  with  tbem  ;  and  afterwards  this 
piece  so  formed  acting  in  the  same  manner  upon  a  second 
and  third  ;  which  would  probably  have  continued  to  be  the 
eflTect,  till  the  whole  bay  had  been  so  filled  with  ice  that  the 
different  pieces  could  have   had  no  motion,   had  not   the 
stream   taken  an  unexpected  turn,  and   set  the  ice  out  of 
the  bay 

^  On  the2*2nd,  the  season  was  so  very  far  advanced,  and 
tags  as  well  as  galea  of  wind  so  much  to  be  expected,  that 
Bathing  more  could  now  be  done,  had  any  thing  been  left 
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nntried.  The  summer  appours  to  have  been  uncommonlj 
favourable  for  our  purpose,  and  afforded  us  the  fullest  oppoc^ 
tunity  of  ascertaining  repeatedly  the  situation  of  that  wall  of 
ice,  extending  for  inore  than  twenty  degrees  between  the  la* 
titudes  of  sixty  and  eighty-one,  without  the  smallest  ap- 
pearance  of  any  opening. 

<<  I  should  here  conclude  the  account  of  the  voyage,,  had 
not  some  observations  and  experiments  occurred  on  the  pas- 
sage home. 

<<  In  steering  to  the  southward  we  soon  found  the  weather 
grow  more  mild,  or  rather  to  our  feelings  warm.  August 
24th,  we  saw  Jupiter ;  the  sight  of  a  star  was  now  become 
almost  as  extraordinary  a  phenomenon,  as  the  sun  at  mid-* 
nighty  when  we  first  got  within  the  Arctic  circle.  The  wea- 
ther was  very  fine  for  some  part  of  the  voyage;  on  the  4th 
of  September,  the  water  being  perfectly  smootli  with  a  dead 
calm,  I  repeated  with  success  the  attempt  I  had  made  ta  get 
soundings  in  the  main  ocean  at  great  depths,  and  struck 
ground  in  six  hundred  and  eighty-three  fathoms,  mth  cir- 
cumstances that  convince  me  I  was  not  mistaken  in  the 
depth ;  the  bottom  was  a  fine  soft  blue  clay.  From  the  7th,' 
of  Septen^ber,  when  we  were  off  Shetland,  tall  tlie:5Mth^ 
when  we  made  Orfordness,  we  had  very  hard  gales  of  wind 
with  little  intermission,  whioh  were  constantly  indicated 
several  hours  before  they  came  on  by  the  fall  of  the  baro* 
meter,  and  rise  of  the  manon^tert  this  proved  to  me  the 
utility  of  those  instruiuents  at  sea.  In  one  of  these  gales^ 
the  hardest,  I  think,  I  ever  was  in,  and  with  the  gieatest 
sea,  we  lost  three  of  oar  boats,  and  were  obliged  to  heave 
two  of  our  guns,  overboard^  and  bear  away  (or  some  tisae, 
though  near  a  lee  shore,  to  dear  the  ship  of  water.  Ia  one- 
of  these  gales  on  the  ISth  of  September,  Dr.  Irving  tried 
the  temperature  of  the  sea  in  that  state  of  agitatbn,  and 
found  it  oonsidetabJy  warmer  than  that  of  the  atmosphere. 
This  observation  it  tbe  more  interesting,  as  it  agrees  witl"* 
a  passage  in  Hiutarch^s  Natural  Questions  not  (I  believe; 
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before  takes  notice  of,  or  cotifinned  by  experiment,  in  wfaieb 
he  reinmrke,  ^  that  the  sea  becomes  warmer  by  bein^  agi- 
tated in  %TaTe8.** 

The  frequent  and  very  heavy  gales  at  the  latter  end  of  the 
year,  confirmed  me  in  the  opinion,  that  the  time  of  our  sail- 
tog  from  England  was  the  properest  that  could  have  been 
chosen.  These  gales  are  as  common  in  the  Spring  as  in  the 
Autumn ;  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  therefore,  that  at 
an  early  season  we  should  have  met  with  the  same  bad 
weather  in  going  out  as  we  did  on  our  return.  The  una- 
voidable necessity  of  carrying  a  quantity  of  additiontl 
stores  and  provisions,  rendered  the  ships  so  deep  in  the  wa- 
ter,' that  in  heavy  gates  the  boats,  with  many  of  the  stores, 
must  probably  have  been  thrown  overboard  ;  as  we  expe- 
rienced on  our  way  home,  though  the  ships  were  then  much 
lightened  by  the  consumption  of  provisions,  and  expendi- 
ture of  stores.  Such  accidents  in  the  outset  must  have  de- 
feated the  voyage.  At  the  time  we  sailed,  added  to  the  fine 
weather,  we  had  the  further  advantage  of  nearly  reaching 
the  latitude  of  eighty  without  seeing  ice,  which  the  Green- 
landmen  generally  fall  in  with  in  the  latitude  of  seventy- 
three  or  seventy-four.  There  was  also  most  probability,  if 
ever  navigation  should  be  practicable  to  the  Pole,  of  find- 
ing the  sea  open  to  the  northward  after  the  solstice  ;  the 
sun  having  then  exerted  the  full  influence  of  his  rays, 
though  there  was  enough  of  the  summer  still  remaining  for 
the  purpose  of  exploring  the  seas  to  the  northward  and  west- 
ward of  Spitsbergen.  With  these  observations  Capt.  Phipps 
oonoludes  his  narrative. 

To  seek  for  a  passage  by  the  North  Pole  was  among  the 
objeeta  committed  to  the  exertions  of  that  great  navigator 
Captain  Cook,  but  their  efibrts  led  them  to  assert  the  utter 
impossibility  of  efiecting  it.  Passing  over  other  attempts, 
we  shall  proceed  to  a  narration  of  the  circumstances  which 
attended  the  efibrts  of  Lieut.  Parry  in  the  First  Voyage 
which  was  committed  to  his  superintendance. 
P.  V.  1.  D 
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• 

. .  The  spirit  and  capacity  aianifeated  by  him  when  lie  mt* 
companied  Capt.  Ross,  led  the  goveromeDt  to  select  him  ia 
another  attempt  at  discovery  of  a  passage  into  the  PaciBc  : 
accordingly  be  was  appointed  to  command  a  bomb  ves- 
sel called  the  Hecla,  of   three  hundred  and  seventy-five 
tons  burthen,  and  put  into  commission  on  the  21st  of  Ja-. 
nuary   1810.     A  gun  brig,  named  the  Griper,  was  also  ap- 
pointed to  this  service  and   the  command  given  to  Lieut. 
Liddon,    with  orders  to   obey  Ldeut.  Parry's    directions. 
Both   ships  underwent  a  thorough  repair,  and  every  mode 
was  adopted  to  strengthen  their  timbers  and   enable  them 
to  encounter  the  rough  and  tempestuous  seas  they  were  to 
explore.     The  officers  and  crew  were  to  receive  double  pay  ; 
and  as  most  of  the  seamen  who  had  sailed  with  Capt.  Ross 
entered  themselves  for  the  present  voyage,  more  expert  and 
qualified  seamen  were  not  to  be  found.     Every  thing  which 
former  experience  could  suggest,  and  which  money  and  ef* 
fort  could  produce,  was  adopted  for  the  comfort  of  the  crew 
and  to  render  the  voyage  successful.     Upwards  of  one  hun- 
dred chaldrons   of  coals  were  taken  in  as  ballast.     Abun- 
dance of  warm  clothing  was  also  provided  to  be  used  when 
necessary,  and  a  quantity  of  such  articles  as  it  was  supposed 
would  be  acceptable  to  any  of  the  natives  of  the  different 
places  they  might  visit. 

That  the  most  satisfaetQry  assuranc.cs  might  be  procured 
of  proper  attention  being  paid  to  every  s^rrangement,  the 
first  Lord  of  the  Admiralty  and  others  high  in  office  visited 
the  vessels  previous  to  their  sailing 

All  the  preparations  were  completed  early  in  the  inontti 
of  April  and  the  vessels  now  only  waited  for  a  wind  to  take 
Ibem  down  the  river.  The  following  is  a  statement  of  the 
oompl^tement  of  each|  with  the  rank  th^y  held. 
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NmuMi  of  the  officers,  &c.  who  laiied  on  board  the  two 

ships. 

On  board  the  Heda. 
Lieut.  William  Edward  P^rry,  ..••  CommaDder 

Capt  Edwdrd  Sabine,  R.A Astronomer. 

Frederick  William  Beechey, Lieutenant. 

Jolin  Edwards,    Surgeon. 

Alexander  Fisher,    Assistant  Surgeon 

William  Harvey  Hooper    Purser. 

Messrs.  Nias,  Dealey,    Palmer,  I  . 

Ross,  and  Bushnan,     '  ^ 

James  Halse,   Clerk. 

James  Scallon,     Gunner. 

Jacob  Swans»ea,   Boatswain. 

William  Wallis,  Carpenter. 

Other  officers  and  seamen,  43. 

On  board  the  Griper, 

Lieut.  Liddon, Commander. 

H.  P.  Hoppner,     Lieutenant. 

Charles  James  Beverly,  Surgeon. 

Blessrs.  Reid,  Skene,  and  Griffiths,  Midshipmen. 

Cyrus  Wakeham,  Clerk. 

With  SO  inferior  officers  and  seamen. 

The  following  instructions  for  his  general  conduct  ivero 

issued  to  Capt.  Parry  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

By  the  CommisBionera  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord 

High  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 

and  Ireland^  ^c.  8fc, 

WHEREAS  we  have  thought  fit  to  appoint  you   to  the 

command  of  an  Expedition,  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring 

to  discoveir  a  North- West  Passage  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 

Pacific  Ocean  ;  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  put 

to  sea  in  the  Hecla,  and,  in  company  with  the  Griper, 

which,  with  her  commander  Lieutenant  Liddon,  has  been 

placed  under  your  orders,  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the 

entrance  of  Davis^  Strait. 

I>  2 
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O0  jour  arrival  in  ihis  Sirak,  your  farther  prooeedbigt 
niiat  be  regulated  chiefly  by  the  poaition  aod  exteat  of  the 
ice  ;  but,  00  finding  it  safficientty  open  to  permit  your  tp^ 
proacb  to  the  western  shores  of  the  Strait,  and  your  ad* 
vance  to  the  northward  as  far  as  the  opening  into  Sir  James 
Lancaster's  Sound,  you  are  to  proceed  in  the  first  instance 
to  that  part  of  the  coast,  and  use  your  best  endeatours  to 
explore  the  bottom  of  that  Soun^ ;  or,  in  the  erent  of  its 
proving  a  strait  opening  to  the  westward,  you  ore  to  use  all 
possible  means,  consistently  with  the  safety  of  the  two 
ships,  to  pass  through  it,  and  ascertain  Us  direction  and  com* 
munications  ;  and  if  it  should  be  found  to  connect  itself 
with  the  northern  sea,  you  are  to  make  the  best  of  y oar  vray 
to  Behring's  Strait 

If,  however,  you  should  ascertain  that  there  is  no  pas- 
sage through  Sir  James  Liancaster*s  Sound,  but  that  it  is 
enclosed  by  continuous  land,  or  so  completely  blocked  up 
with  ice  as  to  aSbrd  no  hope  of  a  passage  through  it,  you 
are  in  that  case  to  proceed  to  the  northward,  and  In  like 
manner  examine  Aldennan  Jones'a  Sound.  Failing  to  find 
a  passage  through  this  Sound,  you  are  to  make  tlie  best  of 
your  way  to  Sir-Thomas  Smithes  Sonnd,  which  is  described 
by  Baffin  as  the  largest  in  the  whole  bay  ;  and  carefully  ex^ 
plore,  as  far  as  practicable,  every  part  of  it,  as  well  as  of 
any  strait  you  may  discover,  leading  from  it  into  any  other 
sea.  On  failing  to  make  a  passage  through  this  Sound, 
you  are  to  return  to  the  southward  down  Baffin^s  Bay,  ami 
endeavour  to  make  your  way  through  Cumberland  Strait 
or  any  opening  in  that  neighbourhood  which  may  lead  you  to 
the  seas  adjoining  the  eastern  or  northern  coast  of  America; 
you  are  then,  by  whatever  course  you  may  have  reaobed 
these  seas^  to  pursue  your  voyage  along  that  coant  to  the 
northward  or  westward  to  Behring's  Strait. 

We  have  hitherto  supposed  tbat^  on  your  first  arrival  in 
Davis'  Strait,  the  navigation  to  the  northward  shall  be  found 
practicable.     I^  however,  you  should  find  the  contrary  t» 
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bt  the  eaae,  and  thai  the  se»  towards  the  western  side  of  the 
Birail  is  so  loaded  with  ice,  as  tu  render  it  diffiealt  and  dan- 
gerous for  the  ships  to  proceed  so  &r  to  the  northward  a$ 
Lancssier  Sound,  at  so  early  a  period  of  the  season ;  it  may 
be  adviseable,  in  that  case,  to  endeavour  in  the  first  in- 
stance, to  cKumine  Cumberland  Strait,  or  any  other  open- 
ing that  may  be  likely  to  bring  you  to  the  eastern  coast  of 
America,  in  preference  to  the  loss  of  time  and  danger  to  the 
ships,  which  might  be  occasioned  in  perscTering  too  anxiously 
in  the  attempt  to  get  to  LAncaster  Sound  ;  and  should  you, 
OB  your  first  reaching  Davis'  Strait,  find  it  to  be  impracti- 
cable to  make  your  way  up  the  western  side  of  the  Strait  to  that 
Sound,  ur  even  to  Cumberland  Strait,  you  will  understand, 
that  you  are  at  liberty  to  proceed  towards  those  places,  go- 
ing round  by  a  more  easterly  track,  if  the  state  of  the  ice, 
snd  all  other  circumstances,  should  induce  you  to  think  it 
most  advisable  to  do  so.  Thus,  although  the  track,  which 
we  wish  you  to  pursue,  if  practicable,  is  pointed  out ;  you 
will,  nevertheless,  perceive,  that  the  course  to  be  finally 
sdopted  by  you  for  getting  to  the  northward,  is,  in  fact, 
left  to  your  own  discretion,  on  a  careful  examination  into 
the  state  of  the  ice  on  your  arrival  iu  Davis'  Strait ;  always 
bearing  in  miiul,  that  it  is  an  important  object  of  the  Expe- 
dition, that  Lancaster  Sound  be  thoroughly  examined  by 
you,  and  afterwards  those  of  Jones  and  Smith,  if  you 
should  have  failed  in  previously  finding  a  passage  to  the 
ivestward. 

Should  you  be  so  successful  as  to  find  a  passage  to  the 
westward,  it  will  be  advisable  to  make  the  best  of  your  way, 
without  stopping  to  examine  any  part  of  the  northern  coast 
of  America,  to  Behring's  Strait  ;  and  if  you  should  fortu- 
nately accomplish  your  passage  through  that  Strait,  you  are 
then  to  proceed  to  Kamtschatka  (if  you  think  you  can  do  so 
without  risk  of  being  shut  up  by  the  ice  on  that  coast),  for 
tho  purpose  of  delivering  to  the  Russian  Governor,  dupli- 
cates  uf  all   the  JournaU  and  other  documents  which  th« 
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passage  uiay  liaTe  supplied,  with  a  request  that  th6j  tniij 
be  forwardbd  over-land  to  St.  Petersburghy  to  be  convey^ 
from  thence  to  London.  From  Kamtschatka  you  Tfill  pro* 
ceed  to  the  Sandwich  Islandsy  or  Canton,  orsueh  other 
place  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  refit  the  ships  and  refresh 
the  crews ;  and,  if  during  your  stay  at  such  place,  a  safe  op- 
portunity should  occur  of  sending  papers  to  England,  yoii 
should  send  duplicates  by  such  conveyance.  And,  after 
having  refitted  and  refreshed,  you  are  to  lose  no  time  in 
returning  to  England,  by  such  route  as  you  may  deem  most 
convenient. 

If,  at  any  period  of  your  voyage,  but  particularly  after 
you  shall  have  doubled  the  north-eastern  extremity  of 
America,  the  season  shall  be  so  far  advanced  as  to  make  it 
unsafe  to  navigate  the  ships,  on  account  of  the  long  nights 
having  set  in,  and  the  sea  not  being  free  from  ice  ;  and  the 
health  of  your  crews,  the  state  of  the  ships,  and  all  con- 
Cttrrent  circumstances,  should  combine  to  induce  you  to 
form  the  resolution  of  wintering  in  those  regions,  you  are 
to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  discover  a  sheltered  and  safe 
harbour,  where  the  ships  may  be  placed  in  security  for  the 
winter ;  taking  such  measures  for  the  health  and  comfort  of 
the  people  committed  to  your  charge,  as  the  materials  with 
which  you  are  supplied  for  housing-in  the  ships,  or  hutting 
the  men  on  shore,  may  enable  you  to  do.  And,  if  you  shall 
find  It  expedient  to  resort  to  this  measure,  and  you  should 
meet  with  any  inhabitants,  either  Esquimaux  or  Indians, 
near  the  place  where  you  winter,  you  are  to  endeavour,  by 
every  means  in  your  power,  to  cultivate  a  friendship  with 
them,  by  making  them  presents  of  such  articles  as  you  may 
be  supplied  with,  and  which  may  be  useful  or  agreeable  to 
thain.  Yon  will,  however,  take  care  not  to  suflfer  youri- 
self  to  be  surprised  by  them,  but  use  every  precaution,  and 
be  constantly  on  your  guard  against  any  hostility 

You  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them,  by  such  reward, 
and  to  be  paid  in  such  manner,  as  you  may  think  best  to  an* 
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0m  tli9  pvpiMe,  to  carry  to  any  of  tbe  •etUetaenU  of  tbo 
HadsoD^s  Bay  Company,  or  of  tbe  Nortb-Weat  Company^ 
aft  aoeoant  of  your  situation  and  proceedings  ;  with  an  ur- 
g^t  request  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to  England  with  the 
itmost  possible  despatch. 

In  an  undertaking  of  this  description,  much  must,  of 
oourscy  be  always  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  commanding 
officer;  and,  as  the  objects  of  this  Expedition  have  been 
fully  explained  to  yon,  and  you  have  already  had  some  ex- 
perience on  service  of  thb  nature,  we  are  convinced  we 
cannot  do  better  than  leave  it  to  your  judgment,  when  on 
the  spot,  in  the  event  of  your  not  making  a  p&isage  this 
season,  either  to  winter  on  the  coast,  with  the  view  of  fol- 
lowing up  next  season,  any  hopes  or  expectations  which 
your  observations  this  year  may  lead  you  to  entertain,  or  to 
return  to  England,  to  report  to  us  the  result  of  such  obser- 
vations ;  always  recollecting  our  anxiety  for  tbe  health, 
comfort,  andsafety  of  yourself,  your  ofTicers,  and  men  ;  and 
further  considering  how  far  tbe  advantage  of  starting  next 
season  from  an  advanced  position,  may  not  be  counter- 
balanced by  what  may  be  suffered  during  the  winter,  and 
by  the  want  of  such  refreshment  and  refitting,  as  would  be 
afforded  by  your  return  to  England. 

We  deem  it  right  to  caution  you  against  suffering  the 
two  vessels  placed  under  your  orders  to  separate,  except 
ip  the  event  of  accident  or  unavoidable  necessity,  and  we 
desire  you  to  keep  up  the  most  unreserved  communications 
with  the  commander  of  the  Griper  ;  placing  in  him  every 
proper  confidence,  and  acquainting  him  with  the  general 
tepor  of  your  orders,  and  with  your  views  and  intentions, 
from  time  to  time,  in  the  execution  of  them  ;  that  the  ser- 
vice may  have  the  full  benefit  of  your  united  efforts  in  the 
prosecution  of  such  a  service  ,  and  that,  in  the  event  of  un- 
avoidable separation,  or  of  any  accident  to  yourself,  Lieut. 
Liddon  may  have  the  advantage  of  knowing  up  to  the 
latest,  practicable  period^  all  ^our  ideas  and  inteniinnft   re- 
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hlive  to  a  satisfactory  completion  of  this  interesting;  under- 
taking. 

We  also  recommend,  that  as  frequent  an  exchange  take 
place,  as  conTeniently  may  be,  of  the  observations  made  in 
the  two  ships  ;  that  any  scientific  discovery  made  by  the  one 
be,  as  quickly  as  possible,  communicated  for  the  advantage 
and  guidance  of  the  other,  in  making  their  future  observa- 
tions ;  and  to  increase  the  chance  of  the  observations  of  both 
being  preserved. 

We  have  caused  a  great  variety  of  valuable  instruments 
to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  under  your  orders  ;  of  which 
you  will  be  furnished  with  a  li&ft,  and  for  the  return  of 
which  you  will  be  held  responsible  ;  and  we  have  also,  at 
the  recommendation  of  the  President  and  Council  of  the 
Royal  Society,  ordered  to  be  received  on  board  the  Hecia, 
Captain  Sabine,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  who  is  represented 
to  us  as  a  gentleman  well  skilled  in  Astronomy,  Natural 
History,  and  various  branches  of  knowledge,  to  assist  you 
in  making  such  observations  as  may  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment of  Geography  and  Navigation,  and  the  advancement 
of  science  in  general.  Among  other  subjects  of  scientific 
inquiry,  yon  will  particularly  direct  your  attention  to  the 
variation  and  inclination  of  the  magnetic  needlo,  and  the 
intensity  of  the  magnetic  force  ;  you  will  endeavour  to 
ascertain  how  far  the  needle  may  be  affected  by  the  atmos- 
pherical electricity,  and  what  effect  may  be  produced  on 
the  electrometer  and  magnetic  needle  on  the  appearance  of 
the  Aurora  Borealis.  You  will  keep  a  correct  register  of 
the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  of  the  sea,  at  the  surface  and 
at  different  depths.  You  will  cause  the  dip  of  the  ho» 
risen  to  be  frequently  observed  by  the  dip  sector,  invented 
by  Dr.  Wollaston  ;  and  ascertain  what  efiect  may  be  pro- 
duced  by  measuring  that  dip  across  fields  of  ice,  as  com- 
pared with  its  measurement  across  the  surface  of  the  open 
sea.  You  will  also  cause  frequent  observations  to  be  made 
for  ascertaining  the  refraction,  and  what  effeot  majf  be  pro- 
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ilftotd-^jr  olMMrviBg  an  objeot»  either  celestial  or  terrestrial, 
OTer  a  field  of  ice,  as  compared  with  objects  obserted  t>ver 
.a,sttriac6  of  water;  together  with  such  other  inetaorolo- 
::  §ioal  reaiarks  aa  yon  may  have  opportiuiities  of  making^. 
,<- Yoa  are  to  altead  particularly  to  tha  height,  direction,  and 
;  stimgibof  tbetidcBi  aad  to  the  set  and  velocity  of  the  car- 
rsota ;  the  depth,  and  soundings  of  the  sea,  and  the  nature 
of  :the  bottpBi ;  for  whioh  purpose  you  are  supplied  with 
an  instrument  better  calculated  to  brines  up  substances  than 
j.ttiOiUsd  usually  owployed  for  this  purpose. 
, ,.,  iAqd  you  are  to  uaderstsnd  that  although  the  findiaga 
* .  psipage  from  the   Atlantic   to  the   Pacific  is  the  main 
:  oljuaet  of  this  ezpeditioii,  yet,  that  the  ascertaining  the  cor- 
■fresi  positjoii  of  the  different  points  of  the  land  on  the  west- 
..emahurea  of  Baffin's  Bay,  and  the  different  obserTations 
.  you  n»ay  be  enableil  to  make  with  regard  to  the  magnetic 
iofluence  in  that  neii^hbourhood  supposed  to  be  so  near  the 
site  of   one  of  the  great  magnetic  poles  of  the  earth,  as  well 
as  such  other  observations  as  you  may  have  opportunities  of 
making  in  Natural  History,  Geography,  &c.  in  parts  of  the 
globe  &c.  little  known,  must  prove  most  valuable  and  in- 
teresting to  the  science  of  our  country  ;  and  we,  therefore, 
desire  you  to  give  your  unremitting  attention,  and  to  call 
that  of  all  the  officers  under  your  oommand,  to  these  points  ; 
as  being  objects  likely  to  prove  of  almost  equal  importance 
to  the  principal  one  before  mentioned,  of  ascertaining  whe- 
ther there  exist  any  passage  to  the  northward,  from  the  one 
'  ocean  to  the  other. 

For  the  purpose,  not  only  of  ascertaining  the  set  of  the 
ourrents  in  the  Arctic  Seas,  but  also  of  affording  more  fre« 
quent  chances  of  hearing  of  your  progress,  we  desire  that 
you  do,  frequently  after  you  have  passed  the  latitude  of  65 
degrees  north,  and  once  every  day,  when  you  shall  be  ia  au 
ascertained  current,  throw  overboard  a  bottle,  closely 
sealed,  and  containing  a  paper  stating .  the  date  and  posi<- 
tioQ  at .  which  it  is  launched ;  and  you  will  give  similar  or« 
P.  V   2.  E 
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iBlive  (o  B  satisfactory  cuinpletioii  of  tliia  interesting  under- 
takiog. 

We  also  recoinmeDd,  that  aa  frequent  an  exclian^o  tak« 
place,  as  conTenieutly  may  be,  of  the  observations  made  in 
tbe  two  ships  ;  that  any  scieDtiric  tliscovcry  niadi?  by  (he  one 
be,  as  quickly  as  possible,  communicated  for  (he  advantogs 
and  guidance  of  (he  otiier,  in  makini;  their  future  obxer*a> 
lions  ;  and  to  increase  the  chance  of  (lie  observations  of  both 
being  preserved. 

We  have  caused  a  great  variety  of  valuable  instruments 
to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  undL-r  your  orders  ;  of  which 
you  will  be  furnished  with  a  lii^t,  and  for  the  return  of 
which  you  will  be  held  responsible  ;  and  we  have  also^  at 
tbe  recommendation  of  the  President  and  Council  of  ths 
Royal  Society,  ordered  to  be  received  on  board  tbe  HeoU, 
Captain  Sabine,  of  the  Royal  Artillery,  who  is  represented 
to  us  as  a  gentleman  well  skilled  in  Astronomy,  NatHnl 
History,  and  various  branches  of  knowledge,  to  assist  jou 
in  making  such  observations  as  may  tend  to  the  improvs- 
ment  of  Geography  and  Navigation,  and  (he  advniiceia 
of  science  in  general.  Among  other  subjects  of  Rcien(J( 
inquiry,  you  will  particularly  direct  your  altcniir 
variation  and  inclination  of  the  magnetic  necdii*,  nnri^ 
intensity  of  the  magnetic  force  ;  you  will  i 
ascertain  how  far  the  needle  nay  beufTected  by  (Iwata 
pherical  electricity,  and  what  effect  may  be  produc-') 
the  eleetromeler  and  magnetic  needle  o 
the  Aurora  Borealis.  Yon  will  keep  a  corr 
the  temperature  of  the  air,  and  of  (he  » 
■t  difierent  depths.  You  will  caui 
riton  to  be  frequently  observed  b 
by  Dr.  Wollaston  ;  and  asceri 
dueed  by  measuring  that  dU 
pared  with  iti  meaauremenl 
Ma.  You  will  also  o 
for  aicerlaloing  tb« j 
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duced  by  observinff  an  object,  either  celeitial  or  urrcwm'. 
OTcr  m  field  of  ice,  aa  compared  with  objects  ubtenM)  v«er 
K surface  of  water;  togellier  with  such  oibrr  n)e**on>i>> 
gtchl  remarks  as  you  may  have  oppmtuuities  of  makiar. 
You  are  lo  attend  particularly  to  the  height,  direcuoa.  asd 
itrengtb  of  the  tides,  and  to  the  set  and  velocitr  of  ihe  cmr< 
rents ;  the  depth  and  soundings  of  the  tea,  and  the  oxmn 
of  the  bottom  ;  fur  which  purpose  you  are  supplied  kti. 
an  instrument  better  calculated  to  brin:;  upsobsianos  Aea 
the  Uad  usually  einplojed  for  this  purpose. 

And  you  are  to  understand  that  allhaugh  tbe  twiag  t. 
paisage   from    the    Atlantic    to   the   Pacific  is  tkt  ^ma 
olyeot  of  this  eipeditioB,  yd,  that  tbe  aseertaiDisfAKtv>- 
reet  position  of  tbe  different  points  of  the  laad  •■  te  «^ 
•m  sbuf es  of  Baifin's  Bay,  and  tbe  diienM sfaa^MSB 
you  msy  be  enableil  to  make  with  regard  le  ^mt^ma 
ufluence  iu  tbat  iiei(;bbourhoad  su|qioHdl»  he»a^M 
Bile  of    linn  nf  thn  grist  mnfrtiirshirflii^fc  ^m 
as  such  otlter  obMffwitMi  «■  ft^tm^fhmm^fmm^^m 
.iBakiiigiuNalunl  tlialury,  Oeograpby.  Ae^a^^B^k 
.Dglobe  &o.  Utile  kDu«n,  buhI  proTe^iH  ^^tfta^^      ""R 
IrrMting  (o  the  Msivnce  ofowr  ca^My;  mb^lM^^     iltstin- 
iloiire  ynu  to  iiife  your  unremitiMf  a^s^L-^^'ir  to  place 
iliatof  aUthe'Offie*r»uader        'ss^^k.  ^^       most exti^n- 
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LiR  Utc  priRcipftl  one  < 
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R  to  tlie  «!>' 


(^^m^       -  foot  of  itt  or 

^  r        .  proceedings  and 
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^vc   a  similar   notice   at 

ivliich  lie  may  discover  be- 
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i;   the  service   pointed   out  in 
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dera  to  the   Coininander  of  the  Griper,  to  be  executed  ia 
ease  of  separation  ;  and,  for  this  purpose,  we  have  caused 
each  ship  to  be  supplied  with  papers,  on  which  is  printed  iu 
several  languages,  a  request,  that  whoever  may  find  it  should 
take  measure  for  transmitting  ft  to  this  office. 

And  although  you  are  not  to  be  drawn  aside  from  tho 
main  object  of  the  service  on  which  you  are  employed,  as 
long  as  you  may  be  enabled  to  make  any  progress ;  yet, 
whenever  you  may  be  impeded  by  the  ice,  or  find  it  neces- 
sary to  approach  the  coasts  of  the  continent  or  islands,  you 
are  to  cause  views  of  bays,  barbours,  headlands,  &c.  to  be 
carefully  taken,  to  illustrate  and  explain  the  track  of  the 
▼essels,  or  such  charts  as  you  may  be  able  to  make ;  in 
which  duty  you  will  be  assisted  by  Lieutenants  Beechey 
and  Hoppner,  whose  skill  in  drawing  is  represented  to  be 
so  considerable,  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  appointing 
professional  draughtsmi^n. 

You  are  to  make  use  of  every  means  in  your  power  to 
collect  and  preserve  such  specimens  of  the  animal,  mineral 
and  Tegetable  kingdoms,  as  you  can  conveniently  stow  on 
board  the  ships  ;  and  of  the  larger  animals  you  ar«  to  cause 
accurate  drawings  to  be  made,  to  accompany  and  elucidate 
the  descriptions  of  them  :  in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other 
part  of  your  scientific  duty,  we  trust  that  you  will  receive 
material  assistance  from  Captain  Sabine. 

^Mn  the  event  of  any  irreparable  accident  happening  to 
either  of  the  two  ships,  you  are  to  cause  the  officers  and 
crew  of  the  disabled  ship  to  be  removed  into  the  other  ;  and 
with  her  singly  to  proceed  in  prosecution  of  the  voyage,  or 
return  to  England,  according  as  circumstances  shall  appear 
to  require;  understanding  that  the  officers  and  crews  of 
both  ships  are  hereby  authorised  and  required  to  continue  to 
perform  their  duties,  according  to  their  respective  ranks 
and  stations,  on  board  either  ship  to  which  they  may  be  so 
removed,  in  the  event  of  an  occurrence  of  this  nature. 
Should,  unfortunately,  your  own  ship  be  the  one  disabled. 
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you«re»  in  that  case,  to  take  the  commaBd  of  the  Griper; 
ami  in  the  event  of  any  fatal  accident  happening  to  yourself^ 
Lieut.  liddon  is  hereby  authorised  to  take  the  eomreand  of 
the  Hecia,  placing  the  officer  of  the  expedition  vAio  may 
then  be  next  in  seniority  to  hrm  in  command  of  the  Griper  ; 
also,  in  the  event  of  your  own  inability  by  sickness  or  other- 
wise, at  any  period  of  this  service,  to  continue  to  carry 
these  Instructions  into  execution,  you  are  to  transfer  them 
to  the  officer  the  next  in  command  to  you  employed  on  the 
Expedition,  who  is  hereby  required  to  execute  them  in  the 
beat  manner  he  can,  far  the  attainment  of  the  several  objects 
in  view. 

'(  His  Majesty*s  Government  having  appointed  Lieu- 
tenant Franklin  to  the  command  of  an  expedition  to  explore 
the  northern  coast  of  North  America,  from  the  mouth  of 
the  Copper-mine  River  of  Hearne,  it  would  be  desirable, 
in  the  event  of  your  touching  ou  that  coast,  to  leave  some 
testimonial  of  your  having  been  there,  with  the  date,  and 
such  circumstances  as  you  may  find  convenient,  for  the 
lieutenant^s  information ;  and  you  will  do  the  same  where- 
ever  you  may  stop  on  that  coast,  by  erecting  a  pole,  having 
a  flag,  or  some  other  mark,  by  which  it  may  be  distin- 
guished  at  a  distance,  (and  you  should  endeavour  to  place 
such  mark  on  the  situation  in  which  it  may  be  most  exten« 
sively  visible,)  and  burying  a  bottle  at  the  foot  of  it,  or 
otherwise,  containing  an  abstract  of  your  proceedings  and 
future  intentions;  corresponding  instructions  having  been 
given  to  Lieutenant  Franklin  to  leave  a  similar  notice  at 
any  convenient  part  of  the  coast  which  he  may  discover  be- 
tween the  mouth  of  the  said  river  and  the  eastern  part  of 
North  America. 

**  You  are,  while  executing  the  service  pointed  out  in 
these  Instructions,  to  take  every  opportunity  that  may 
offer  of  acquainting  our  Secretary,  for  our  information, 
with  your  progress :  and  on  your  arrival  in  England,  you 
are  immediately  to  repair  to  this  office,  in  order  to  lay  ^e* 
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fore  us  a  full  accouDt  of  your  proceedings  id  the  whole 
course  of  your  Toyage ;  taking  care,  before  you  leave  the 
ship,  to  demand  from  the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  all 
other  persons  on  board,  the  logs  and  journals  they  may  have 
kept;  together  >vilh  any  drawings  or  charts  they  may  have 
made ;  which  are  all  to  be  sealed  up ;  and  you  will  issue 
similar  directions  to  Lieutenant  Liddon  and  his  officers, 
&c. ;  the  said  logs,  journals,  or  other  documents,  to  be 
thereafter  disposed  of  as  we  may  think  proper  to  deter- 
mine. 

Given  under  our  hands  the  1st  day  of  May,  1810 

(Signed)        -  Melville, 

G.  Mooufi, 

G.  COCKBORN. 

/7y  Command  of  their  LordahipMy 

(Signed)         J.  W.  Croker. 

To  Lieutenant  William  Edward  Parry, 
Commanding  His  Majesty's  Ship  the 
Hecla. 

The  wind  continuing  contrary  during  the  remainder  of 
the  month  of  April,  the  two  ships  were  towed  down  to  Noith- 
fleet  by  steam  boats,  on  the  4th  of  May,  and  on  the  10th 
they  took  their  departure  from  the  Nore.  As  they  crossed 
the  Atlantic,  a  bottle  was  thrown  overboard  daily,  according 
to  the  instructions  which  Capt.  Parry  received  from  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  containing  a  printed  paper  stating 
the  date  and  situation  of  the  ships.  A  request  in  six  diifer- 
eDt  languages  was  added  requesting  any  person  who  found 
it  to  send  it  to  the  secretary  of  the  Admiralty  at  London, 
and  to  state  the  time  and  place  at  which  the  bottle  was 
found. 

The  Hecla  was  found  to  be  a  much  superior  sailor  to  the 
Griper ;  and  she  often  had  to  take  the  latter  vessel  in  tow 
or  to  lay  by  for  her  coming  up. 

On  the  4th  of  June,  being  King  George  the  Third*s  birth- 
day, an  additional  allowapce  of  grog  was  served  to  each 
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mess,  that  tbey  might  drink  their  sovereign's  health.  On 
the  18tb  they  first  saw  the  ice,  and  not  long  after  noticed  se- 
veral iceherge,  or  large  piles  or  mountains  of  i(*«.  On  the 
fiih  asuccession  of  icebergs  were  observed  extending  several 
nileSy  and  the  intermediate  spaces  w€re  covered  with  ice 
beyond   vrhere  the  eye  could  reach. ' 

On  the  25th  the  ships  were  completely  surrounded  with 
ice  and  immovable ;  and  continued  in  this  state  till  the  dOth, 
when  after  great  efforts  they  succeeded  in  extricating  the  ships, 
but  with  some  serious  damage  to  the  vessels.  On  the  3d  of 
^uly,  they  again  fell  in  with  a  succession  of  icebergs 
and  the  sea  running  high  and  dashing  against  them,  had  a 
very  terrific  appearance.  The  ice  was  so  tiiick  that  the  Gri- 
per had  not  power  to  force  her  way,  but  followed  in  the 
track  of  the  Hecla  ;  and  oftentimes  the  boats  were  occupied 
in  towing  the  ships  into  the  open  sea. 

Herds  of  sea  horses  were  seen,  which  were  so  tame  that 
the  boats  came  often  within  a  few  yards  of  them  before  the 
crew  fired.  They  also  saw  several  bears,  some  of  which 
they  killed  ;  these  animals  however  sometimes  attacked  the 
boats  and  put  the  crews  into  an  alarm. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  the  ships  had  a  most  arduous  duty 
in  passing  through  the  ice,  and  one  of  the  boats,  in  wliich 
was  Mr.  Palmer  one  of  the  midshipmen,  was  upset.  The 
crew  escaped  by  getting  on  the  ice. 

On  the  21st  having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  73rd  degree 
•f  latitude,  and  perceiving  no  possibility  of  a  passage  from 
the  closeness  of  the  ice,  they  altered  their  course,  and  the 
ships  were  worked  through  the  ice  by  hawsers,  and  from  the 
crow's  nest,  (an  enelosement  of  wood  at  the  mast  head)  no 
opening  could  be  discovered.  At  length  on  the  25th,  a 
small  opening  appeared,  and  the  ships  were  warped  through 
the  ice.  Every  eflurt  was  now  used  to  get  the  ships  through 
the  ice,  to  Sir  James  Lancaster's  Sound. 

On  the  29th  they  got  into  the  latitude  of  "JS®  51'  and  Ion- 
gitiide  67^  4l\  and  the  wind  blowing  strong,  the  ice  dls- 
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persedy  and  the  ships  sailed  upwards  of  sixty  miles,  and  soon 
entered  Sir  James  Lancaster's  Sound.  They  now  found 
great  numbers  of  large  whales  swimming  around  them,  and 
were  exhilarated  at  the  knowledge  that  by  persererance 
stimulated  by  a  confidence  of  success,  they  had  reached 
their  present  destination  a  month  earlier  than  Capt.  Ross 
had  done. 

On  the  dlst  the  ships  stood  in  for  Possession  Bay,  and 
noticed  a  flag  staff  which  had  been  erected  the  preceding 
year  by  Capt.  Ross*s  people.  Mr.  Fisher  the  assistant  sur- 
geon, on  going  a  few  miles  up  the  country,  perceived  the 
inarl^s  of  human  feet,  and  noticed  marks  that  the  Esqui- 
maux  bad  at  some  former  period  visited  this  spot. 

They  now  proceeded  to  sail  up  Sir  James  Lancaster*^ 
Sound,  and  made  considerable  way.  In  attempting  to  take 
in  some  ice  which  was  to  supply  the  want  of  water,  one  of 
the  boats  was  upset  by  the  fall  of  a  large  piece  of  ice,  as  the 
men  were  occupied  in  breaking  it  off.  Being  anxious 
to  proceed,  and  the  Griper  being  a  heavy  sailor,  Capt. 
Parry  determined  to  proceed  without  her ;  and  giving 
Lieutenant  Liddon  directions  how  to  proceed  and  appoint* 
ing  85^  west,  and  the  middle  of  the  sound  as  a  place  of  ren- 
dezvous, the  Hecla  bent  her  way  with  a  press  of  sail  to  de- 
termine the  possibility  of  a  passage  this  way  into  the  Arctic 
sea.  The  efforts  now  making  arrested  the  attention  of  all  oa 
board  ;  officers  and  seamen  crowded  the  rigging,  and  every 
eye  was  fixed  in  anxious  expectation.  The  place  called  the 
crow's  nest,  which  as  before  observed,  was  an  enclosed 
place,  at  the  mast  bead,  from  whence  the  appointed  person 
might  keep  a  good  look  out,  continually  were  making  re- 
ports of  the  situations  which  presented  themselves  to  their 
notice.  The  sea  was  free  from  ice,  and  many  on  board  were 
now  calculating  upon  seeing  Icy  Cape. 

The  ships  continued  to  make  daily  progress  up  Lancaster 
Sound  sometimes  boring  their  way  through  long  tracks  of 
joe^  and  in  foggy  weather.     They  passed  various  islandst 
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to  which  Capt.  Parry  gave  names,  and  advanced  westward 
as  fast  as  the  unfavourable  winds  would  permit  to  the  lat.  of 
74^,  longitude  100*.  The  sea  before  them  appeared  as  one 
field  of  ice,  excepting  a  small  channel  of  sufficient  breadth  to 
admit  the  passage  of  the  ships. 

On  the  28th  of  August  they  reached  an  island  to  which 
Capt.  Parry  gave  the  name  of  Byam  Martin's  Island,  inlati* 
tude  75^  2ff  longitude  103*  44'.  Capt.  Sabine,  Mr.  Ross, 
Mr.  Edwards,  and  Mr.  Fisher  went  on  shore ;  after  which 
a  thick  fog  coming  on,  guns  were  continually  fired  as  signals 
from  the  ships.  On  returning  the  gentlemen  stated  that 
they  had  seen  the  remains  of  several  Esquimaux  huts  and 
found  the  island  more  fertile  than  any  land  they  had  noticed 
in  the  polar  regions.  Tracks  of  the  musk  ox  and  rein  deer 
were  also  visible  in  many  places  which  shewed  that  these  ani« 
mats  had  lately  been  in  these  parts. 

The  ships  continued  to  advance  with  great  confidence  to 
the  29th,  when  they  found  land  to  the  northward  arresting 
their  progress  ;  to  the  southward  the  ice  appeared  as  an  ob- 
struction ;  the  compass  had  long  ceased  to  fulfil  their  of- 
fice,— a  thick  fog  enveloped  them  in  darkness,  so  that  the 
ships  could  see  each  other  only  at  intervals  and  then  only  at 
a  short  distance.  After  some  hours,  the  weather  so  far 
cleared  as  to  enable  them  to  discover  a  track  through  the  ice, 
which  lay  ahead,  and  some  appearance  of  an  open  sea  at  a 
distance.  The  ships  were  often  in  the  foggy  weather  in  the 
habit  of  taking  each  other  as  the  point  to  sail  by.  The 
Hecla  keeping  the  Griper  directly  astern  and  the  Griper 
keeping  the  Hecla  right  ahead  ;  thus  steering  one  ship  by  the 
other. 

On  the  1st  of  September  a  breeze  springing  up  and  the 
ice  clearing  away  the  ships  shaped  their  course  to  the  west« 
ward.  On  the  following  day  they  had  sight  of  a  star,  being 
the  only  one  they  had  seen  for  near  two  months,  by  which 
it  must  be  manifest  what  fogs  they  had  met  with.  The  ships 
received  now  some  heavy  blows  from  the  ice,  although  they 
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were  from  ioone  and  broken  piiH^es  through  which  ibe  ships 
were  now  raakiog  their  |ias8af^e«  Finding  they  could  not 
get  to  the  westward,  they  stood  in  for  land,  and  a  large  party 
from  both  ships  went  on  shore  with  a  view  to  kill  deer. 
They  had  however  but  little  success,  although  it  appeared 
evidently  that  several  musk  oxen  and  deer  had  been  on 
the  spot,  and  the  place  was  in  a  high  state  of  vegetation  ; 
quantities  of  hair  and  wool  being  observed  in  different  parts. 
They  found  several  beads  of  the  musk  ox,  anci  saw  two 
deer,  but  they  kept  at  too  great  a  tiistance  from  the  party 
to  afford  them  the  opportunity  of  killing  them.  The  latitude 
was  74^  58^,  and  their  longitude  107^  3'.  At  this  place  a 
bottU  was  buried  containing  the  names  of  the  ships  and 
other  particulars. 

The  approaches  of  v«  inter  now  began  to  be  manifest,  the 
main  ice  approaching  towards  the  shore,  and  contracting 
the  space  through  which  the  ships  could  make  their  way. 
They  were  now  making  little  progess,  and  were  impressed 
with  the  great  probability  that  they  should  have  to  pass  a 
lons^  winter  somewhere  near  their  present  station  ;  still  how- 
ever they  took  advantage  of  all  opportunities  of  proceeding, 
and  at  a  few  minutes  after  nine  o^ clock  in  the  evening  of  the 
fourth  of  September  crossed  the  meridian  of  1 10*  W  from 
Greenwich,  and  in  the  latitude  of  74^  44',  by  which  they  be- 
came entitled  to  a  reward  voted  by  the  parliliment  of  five 
thousand  pounds.  This  sum  had  been  offered  by  the  go- 
vernment under  the  authority  of  an  act  of  parliament  to  en- 
courage the  efforXs  for  a  discovery  of  a  NVV  passage,  and 
to  commemorate  the  circumstance  an  headland  on  Melville 
Island  which  they  had  just  passed  was  called  Bounty  Cape. 

On  the  following  day,  being  Sunday  the  5th,  Capt  Parry 
assembled  the  men  on  deck  and  gave  them  an  official  notifi- 
cation that  they  were  entitled  to  the  before  mentioned  reward, 
and  then  took  occasion  to  urge  them  to  use  every  effort  to  pro- 
ceed further  before  the  winter  advanced,  as  then  he  said,  he 
doubted  not  of  effecting,  theensuiug  summer,  the  passage  they 
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wereparficularly  aentto  explore>ordeteriniae  its  impossibility. 
Hesenxa  message  of  like  purport  to  Lieat.  Liddon,  and  ordered 
10 additumal  allowance  of  meat  and  beer  on  the  occasion. 

The  ships  at  this  time  lay  in  a  bay  to  which  Capt.  Parry 
gare  the  name  of  Hecia  and  Griper  Bay,  and  the  wind  in- 
creasing, the  vessels  were  brought  to  anchor  in  seven  fathoms 
water,  having  not  till  now  dropped  anchor  since  the  ships  left 
the  coast  of  Norfolk  in  England. 

On  the  6th  the  boats  were  seat  to  bring  on  board  some  moss 
peat  which  was  substituted  for  coals,  and  the  wind  moderating, 
the  ships  made  sail  round  a  cape  a  short  distance,  but  on  ex- 
ploring the  seaaround,  it  appesffed  manifest  that  no  passage  to 
the  westward  could  be  effected.  On  the  7th  a  herd  of  ani- 
mals, supposed  to  be  musk  oxen,  were  seen  feeding,  and 
two  white  hares  were  killed  by  some  of  the  officers. 

On  the  8th  the  ships  were  towed  m  shore,  and  on  the  9th 
the  ice  was  so  close  as  to  preclude  all  ciiance  of  the  ships  be- 
ing able  to  move.  Two  large  bodies  of  ice  called  icebergs, 
which  were  aground  near  the  shore,  formed  bays,  in  which 
the  Hecla  and  Griper  were  secured  from  accidents  from  the 
large  pieces  of  floating  ice  and  other  dangers.  Three  days 
after  Mr.  Dealy  shot  a  musk  ox,  but  the  smell  was  unplea- 
sant, and  none  seemed  to  relish  the  flesh  as  food.  The  Hecla 
was  moved  farther  in  shore,  which  was  a  fortunate  circum- 
stance, as  the  iceberg  was  driven  from  its  situation. 

On  the  10th  Mr.  Fife  and  a  part  of  the  crew  of  the  Griper 
were  sent  in  pursuit  of  rein-deer,  whose  footsteps  they  had  no- 
ticed. Night  came  on  without  any  appearance  of  their  return, 
and  considerable  anxiety  was  felt  for  their  safety.  Early  in 
the  following  morning  therefore,  a  party  was  sent  in  search  of 
them ;  but  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  coming  on,  all  traces  of  (he 
former  party  were  lost,  and  these  latter  persons  missed  their 
road  back,  and  it  was  not  till  after  dark,  and  rockets  were  fired 
from  the  ship,  that  they  were  able  to  get  back,  in  a  state  of 
great  distress  and  sufTering,  after  a  fruitless  search  for  their 
^mpanions.  Another  night  of  distressing  anxiety  was  passed^ 
P.  V.  2.  F 
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and  parties  were  again  sent  on  the  look-out.  Tn  the  nean 
time  a  large  mast  with  a  flag  was  erected  on  ai|  adjoining 
hill,  and  smaller  poles  with  directions  attached  to  them  were 
stuck  up,  stating  that  provisions  would  be  found  under  the 
flag  s^aff.  But  it  was  not  till  the  13th,  after  they  had  been 
absent  four  days,  that  any  of  the  party  were  discovered. 

Mr.  Fife's  party  consisted  of  himself  and  six  men ;  and 
after  they  had  wandered  for  three  days  they  observed  the  flag 
staff  at  a  sreat  distance.  Here  a  difllerence  of  opinion  arose* 
whether  what  they  saw  was  a  pole  erected  before  they  had 
set  out,  at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  ships,  or  was  in- 
tended for  their  guidance  ;  and  their  opinions  on  this  circum* 
stance  so  differed,  that  four  of  the  party  proceeded  towards 
the  signal  post,  and  Mr.  Fife,  and  two  of  the  seamen,  be- 
lieving it  to  be  the  staff  which  had  been  erected  previous  to 
their  journey,  took  a  quite  different  route.  The  four  men  af- 
ter a  journey  of  much  fatigue  reached  the  flag  staff,  and  par- 
taking of  the  provisions  and  some  rum  placed  there ^^  they  at 
tempted  to  proceed,  and  perceiving  footsteps,  fell  in  with 
a  party  under  Mr.  Nias,  who  were  in  search  for  them.  The 
distress  of  the  officers  and  men  was  increased,  in  the  appre- 
hension that  Mr.  Fife  and  the  two  sailors  would  perish.  A 
new  party  were  just  on  the  point  of  setting  out,  when  advice 
was  brought  that  they  were  found. 

Every  attention  was  now  paid  to  the  situation  of  such  of 
the  lost  party  as  appeared  to  be  in  danger.  Some  of  them 
were  severely  frostbitten,  and  all  of  them  in  a  state  of  great 
exhaustion  ;  but  every  attention  being  paid  to  their  situation, 
they  all  recovered  in  a  few  days.  This  circumstance  gave 
name  to  a  point  of  land  which  was  in  consequence  called  Capo 
Providence. 

On  the  16th  the  weather  being  clear,  the  ships  made  sail 
to  Ae  westward,  passing  Cape  Providence.  A  large  piece 
of  ice,  which  drifted  from  the  shore,  ran  so  close  to  the 
lleeUi  as  to  strike  her  violently,  and  lifted  up  her  rudder. 
The  ships  continued  to  sail  near  the  land  on  the  following:  da v« 
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From  this  time  to  the  21$t,  the  ships  sailed  with  diOicuItj 
tbrougfa  tbe  small  openin^»  which  occasionally  were  discovered, 
and  sometimes  pressed  through  the  aew  ioe  which  was  gather- 
Big  round  yery  fast.  The  Griper  was  forced  on  shore  by  a 
powerful  body  of  ice.  In  this  dilemma  it  appeared  necessary 
to  lighten  her  in  order  to  get  her  afloat.  Fortunately  the  wind 
drove  the  i^e  from  the  shore,  and  the  tide  rising,  the  vessel  was 
got  afloat.  The  near  approach  of  winter,  and  the  many  hin- 
drances which  daily  presented  themselves,  now  manifested  the 
necessity  of  seeking  the  most  eligible  situation  for  the  ships  to 
he  stationed  till  the  ensuing  summer.  With  this  view,  on  the 
22nd  the  ships  weighed  anchors,  and  steered  towards  Heclaand 
Griper  Bay,  at  which  place  (hey  had  seen  the  most  proper  situa- 
tion to  place  the  ships  during  the  winter.  The  ice  now  accu- 
mulated so  fast,  that  they  began  to  fear  the  ships  would  be  frozen 
in  during  the  night,  and  that  they  might  not  reach  the  harbour* 
Capt.  Parry  manned  a  boat,  and  accompanied  by  another 
boat  from  the  Griper,  and  the  wind  favouring  them  by  opening 
a  passage,  they  landed  on  the  west  side  of  the  harbour,  and 
made  a  signal  for  the  ships  to  make  towards  it.  A  body  of 
fixed  ice  of  several  inches  thick  had  formed  in  the  harbour, 
and  it  appeared  that  to  bring  the  ships  into  a  place  of  security, 
it  would  be  necessary  to  cut  a  channel  through  it,  for  the  length 
of  two  miles. .  They  made  holes  through  tlie  ice  at  different 
places,  and  found  the  depth  of  this  intended  channel  to  be 
several  fathoms.  On  the  24th  the  ships  were  brought  into  a 
proper  situation  for  commencing  the  opening,  and  Capt.  Parry 
ordered  a  party  to  sound  and  mark  the^most  ])roper  way  for  the 
channel  to  be  cut.  The  opening  of  this  passage  was  a  work  of 
immense  labour  and  fatigue,  and  on  the  second  morning  of  the 
attempt,  the  opening  through  which  the  ships  had  passed  was 
found  so  much  frozen,  that  they  were  obliged  to  force  tha 
pieces  of  ice  Wuloh  were  now  cut  to  form  the  channel,  under 
the  great  body  of  ice  ;  to  effect  which,  several  of  the  crew  stood 
on  one  end  of  the  pieces,  while  others  with  ropes  raised  the 
opposite  end.   In  accomplishing  this,  the  men  stood  up  to  their 
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Ineea  in  water.  On  the  third  day  the  canal  vu  comptetBtj 
cut,  and  tbe  ships  vere  warped  into  tbeir  proper  stations,  and 
(be  captun  named  tbe  place  Winter  Harbour. 

Having  thus  placed  the  ships,  ther  had  now  time  to  reflect 
on  tbe  various  difficulties  which  the;  might  expect  to  encounter 
in  the  eourse  of  the  ensuing  months.  Secluded  from  all  inter- 
course with  others,  dark  and  dreary  days  and  nights  to  be 
passed,  and  no  means  of  recreation  or  comfort  to  be  procuied, 
excepting  what  tbe  ships'  stores  afforded ;  mncfa  depended 
upon  the  management  and  forethought  of  the  officers  iti  com- 
mand :  to  this  end  regulations  for  the  maintenance  ef  good  or- 
der and  for  promoting  the  health  of  the  crews  were  issued. 
Tbe  decks  were  roofed  over  with  a  wadding  tilt,  and  erer^ 
mode  was  adopted  to  shelter  the  crew  from  tbe  snow  and 
wind.  They  were  also  cleared,  so  as  to  afford  room  for  the 
crews  to  walk  when  the  severity  of  the  weather  might  pre- 
vent them  from  taking  exercise  on  shore. 

A  bouse  was  built  for  the  reception  of  tbe  clocks  and  m»- 
thematioal  instruments  which  had  been  brought  out.  This 
was  erected  with  some  labonr,  as  the  ground  was  so  frozen 
as  to  be  opened  with  ^fficulty.  It  was  however  at  length  so 
bnilt  and  lined  with  moss,  as  to  sostain  a  warm  temperature 
at  the  severest  part  of  the  winter 

AttenUon  was  paid  to  adopt  all  useful  regulations  to  pro- 
mote the  health  of  tbe  crews,  who  at  this  time,  with  a  few  ex- 
cepUons,  were  in  as  good  health  and  spirits  as  when  they 
quitted  their  native  country.  Stoves  were  erected,  and 
stove  pipes  so  placed,  as  to  impart  beat  and  convey  the  warm 
wr  between  the  decks.  Beer  was  brewed  of  the  essence  of 
malt  and  hops,  until  tbe  weather  became  so  severe  that  the 
tiqnor  would  not  ferment.  Sonkin'b -preserved  meat,  sour 
kront,  pickles,  and  vinegar  was  issaed.  Lime  juice  and  su- 
gar, mixed  with  water,  was  supplied  to  tbe  men.  Attention 
was  paid  to  their  clothing,  and  tbe  men  were  daily  mustered 
and  examined  by  tbe  proper  officers.  The  bedding  also,  wae 
ngnlarly  examined.    Tb*  medical  officers  examined  every 
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tflaii  it  stated  timesi  to  observe  if  any  appearances  of  an 
mbealthy  character  were  manifested. 

To  prevent  a  state  of  inactivity,  Capt.  Parry  proposed  to 
the  officers  to  establish  a  course  of  theatrical  amusements ; 
which  being  readily  acceded  to.  Lieutenant  Beechey  was 
appointed  to  superintend  the  performances,  and  on  the  5th 
of  Novemberi  the  ships*  crews  were  amused  by  a  theatrioal 
exhibition.  A  Newspaper  was  also  established  and  pub* 
lished  weekly  under  the  conduct  of  one  of  the  officers,  to 
which  they  gave  the  Name  of  the  North  Georgia  Chsetto 
and  Winter  Chronicle*  These  various  contrivances  were 
adopted  and  pursued  that  the  minds  of  the  people  might  be 
occupied  and  diverted  during  the  many  dark  and  dreary 
months  they  had  to  remain  frozen  up  in  Winter  Harbour. 

Before  the  close  of  the  month  of  October,  the  sea  was 
completely  frozen  over,  and  presented  to  the  eye  one  solid 
and  compact  field  of  unmoveable  ice.  They  saw  several 
rein  deer,  and  a  white  bear  pursued  one  of  the  crew  to  the 
ships,  where  some  of  the  people  fired  at,  and  wounded  him, 
but  nevertheless  he  made  his  escape.  On  the  10th  of  Octo- 
ber, a  party  went  in  pursuit  of  some  rein  deer ;  and  staying 
out  until  the  night  set  in,  considerable  apprehension  was  ex- 
cited on  their  behalf,  and  others  were  sent  in  search  of  tbem, 
and  rockets  fired  to  direct  them  the  way.  One  man  was 
found  in  that  state  of  insensibility  which  excessive  cold  in- 
duces ;  his  hands  were  frost  bitten,  and  probably  he  wouhl 
have  perished,  but  for  the  assistance  of  those  sent  in  pursuit 
of  them.  His  fingers  were  become  stiff,  and  it  was  after- 
wards necessary  to  take  ofi^ three  of  them.  Some  of  the  gen- 
tlemen who  went  on  this  party  were  so  afiected  as  to  appear 
in  a  state  of  idiotcy  ;  but  on  being  taken  into  the  cabin  and 
properly  attended  to,  they  soon  recovered  their  usual  fa- 
culties. In  consequence  of  this  circumstance,  direction  posts 
were  erected  on  difierent  high  parts,  pointing  to  the  ships. 

About  the  middle  of  October  the  snow,  during  a  hard 
gale  of  wind,  drifted  with  such  force  that  it  was  found  ne- 
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eessary  to  keep  unJer  tbe  ooveriogit  erected,  and  to  extend! 
a  line  from  ship  to  sUip,  and  from  the  ships  to  the  shed, 
erected  on  the  land^  as  the  sight  was  interrupted  by  Uie 
accumulation  of  the  snow.     The  deer  about  this  time  acca* 
mulated  in  considerable  numbers,    probably  it  being  the 
time  of  tfeeir  departure  from  these  regions.    Parties  who. 
went  out  afterwards  with  their  gun^  to  kill  game,  returned 
without  discovering  animals  of  any  kmd.  Tlie  party  had  now 
about  five  hours  of  day-light,  the  remainder  of  the  twenty 
four  were  marked  by  its  absence.     A  peculiar  sensation  at- 
tended the  touching  of  any   metaritc  substance,  tending  to 
produce  a  kind  of  pain  as  when  a  person  had  passed  his  hand 
on  heated  iron. 

In  the  beginning  of  November  tlie  sun  took  his  departure 
for  the  winter  mouths  ;  and  to  excite  a  spirit  of  activity, 
and  present  a  means  of  exciting  attention  among  the  Crew, 
the  force  of  Miss  in  her  Teens  was  perforaied  by  ditferent 
officers  of  the  ships.  The  preparations  necessary  on  the 
occasion  occupied  a  few  days  of  their  time,  and  tended  to 
their  health  and  diversion  ;  these  kind  of  amusements  were 
afterwards  repeated.  Half  the  month  of  December  had 
now  passed  away,  and  it  was  become  exceedingly  dif- 
ficult to  use  some  of  the  instruments  ;  for  if  on  looking^ 
through  the  glasses  any  breath  escaped  from  the  moutii  of 
the  party,  it  became  eonverted  into  a  coat  of  lee  on  the 
glass.  The  vivid  light  of  the  Aurora  Boreah^  was  now 
constantly  visiting  them,  and  afforded  most  inteiei«ifng  sub- 
jects for  their  observation.  The  vinegar  became^  frozen, 
the  lemon  juice,  which  had  been  carefully  packed  in  bottles, 
froze,  and  the  bottles  burst.  They  had  a  few  gallons  of 
concentrated  vinegar,  which  resisted  the  operation  of  the 
frost,  at  least  it  only  assumed  the  consistency  uf  lard. 

One  half  the  winter  passed  away  and  they  approached 
tbe  new  year,  without  having  experienced  the  tedium  whii;b 
such  a  lengthened  period  of  darknebs  might  have  been  ex- 
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pected  to  produce,  and  they  felt  surpmed  at  tlie  quicko^st 
with  which  the  titfle  hud  appeared  to  pass  by. 

To  l^eep  up  the  spirits  of  the  crew  by  occupying  their 
titne,  they  were  divided  into  four  watches,  and  a  daily 
•oorse  of  duty  required  to  be  fulfilled ;  an  inspection  look 
place  as  to  the  state  of  their  health,  cleanljiie69,  warmth  of 
cloathing,  and  their  general  comfort ;  the  sides  of  the  ship 
were  rubbed  with  dry  clothS|  to  take  off  any  humidity  that 
mSg;fit  appear,  and  the  decks  and  other  parts  were  rubbed 
with  hot  sand.  If  any  appearance  of  ice  between  decks,  it 
was  scraped  off  and  carefully  removed,  and  a  pipe  conveying^ 
hot  air  was  placed  in  n  direction  to  remove  such  dampnesa. 
Capt.  Parry  remarks  that  this  inconvenience  might  to  a  great 
degree  have  been  avoided,  by  a  sufficient  quantity  of  fuel  to 
keep  up  two  good  fires  on  the  lower  deck,  throughout  tlie 
twenty-four  hours  ;  but  the  stock  of  coals  would  not  per* 
mit  this,  considering  the  probability  of  their  spending  a  se- 
cond winter  within  the  Arctic  circle,  and  therefore  was  only 
allowed  on  a  few  occasions  during  the  most  severe  part  of 
the  winter.  When  the  weather  permitted,  ihey  were  sent 
on  shore  to  walk  or  take  exercise,  and  on  other  occasions 
they  were  required  to  run  for  a  time  round  the  deck,  sing- 
ing some  tune  or  some  one  playing  an  organ.  In  the  even- 
ing they  were  left  to  amuse  themselves  as  they  might  feel 
inclined,  and  the  officers  spent  their  evening  in  musical 
pursuits,  or  in  some  game  of  amusement. 

The  Sundays  appear  to  have  been  generally  spent  in  much 
of  a  christian  spirit.  A  regular  course  of  duties  were  gone 
through,  and  the  peculiar  circumstances  under  which  their 
religious  services  were  performed  impressed  no  small  de- 
gree of  seriousness  and  reverence  on  the  occasion.  On 
Christmas  Day  also  divine  service  was  performed  and  an  ad- 
ditional allowance  of  grog  and  provisions  issued  to  the  men. 

Symptoms  of  scurvy  having  made  their  appearance  on 
Mr.  Scallon,  the  gunner  of  the  Hecla,  Capt.  Parry  tried  to 
raise  sallads  of  mustard  and  cress  in  his  cabin,  in   mould 
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placed  along  the  side  of  the  stove  pipe,  and  he  was  so  far 
successful  as  to  generally  procure  a  small  crop  on  the 
sixth  or  seventh  day.  The  use  of  these  were  so  far  suc- 
cessful on  Mr.  Scallon,  that  in  a  few  days  he  found  himself 
in  a  considerable  state  of  convalescence. 

On  the  fifteenth  of  January  they  saw  a  remarkable  in- 
teresting display  of  the  Aurora  Borealis,  forming  a  com* 
plete  arch,  and  varying  its  lights  in  the  most  wonderful 
manner.  During  the  whole  time  of  their  staying  here, 
though  these  northern  lights  continually  appeared,  nothing 
bearing  comparison  with  this  was  observed  on  any  other  oc- 
casion. 

On  the  dd  of  February  the  sun  was  seen  for  the  first  time 
this  year,  having  not  been  visible  since  the  11th  of  November. 

The  weather  was  about  this  time  more  severely  cold  than 
at  any  other  part  of  the  season,  and  frequently  frost  bitten 
cases  were  brought  under  the  surgeon^s  notice.  Most  of  the 
cases  were  in  the  feet,  which  being  at  so  great  a  distance 
from  the  center  of  circulation,  were  more  likely  to  be  af- 
fected. Whenever  any  cases  did  occur,  it  was  with  great 
slowness  that  a  recovery  proceeded,  and  in  general  it  was 
with  the  loss  of  the  toe«nail,  or  of  the  skin. 

It  was  matter  of  very  great  interest  to  notice,  at  how 
great  a  distance  sounds  were  heard.  Conversation  in  the 
common  tone  of  voice  might  be  distinctly  heard  at  the  dis- 
tance of  a  mile. 

The  increasing  length  of  the  day,  and  the  presence  of 
the  sun,  induced  Capt.  Parry  to  attempt  opening  the  win- 
dows below  deck.  The  Hecla  had  double  windows  in  her 
stern,  with  an  interval  of  about  two  feet  between  each  win- 
dow. It  appeared  that  the  vapour  which  had  arisen  from 
the  stoves  had  become  frozen  between  the  two  windows,  so 
that  more  than  a  dozen  baskets  full  of  ice  were  removed  in 
order  to  admit  the  light.  The  consequence  of  this  however 
was,  that  the  cabin  became  exceedingly  cold,  and  it  was 
impossible  to  sit  there  without  being  warmly  wrapped  up* 
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All  aeciiknt  of  a  most  serioua  nature  took  placo  on  tlio 
S4tb  of  February.  The  house  erected  on  shore  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  olooks  and  instruineDis>  bj  some  accidcBt took 
fire.  The^raw  ai  the  time  were  on  dectc  taking  their  usual 
exercise,  so  that  a  most  ready  attention  was  paid,  and  for* 
tonately  it  was  soon  got  under ;  but  the  effort  was  tecom* 
panted  with  distressing  drcumstanoes  of  frost-bite  to  seve* 
rsl  of  the  erew.  Almost  every  nose  and  cheek,  manifested 
by  tbeir  deadly  whiteness,  (while  they  were  engaged  in  put«. 
ting  out  the  flames)  the  state  in  which  they  were,  and  the. 
medical  gentlemen,  with  assistants,  were  employed  rubbing 
the  parts  with  snow,  so  that  no  less  than  sixteen  men  were 
added  to  the  sick  Kst,  in  consequence  of  this  accident,  and 
witb  the  loss  of  some  of  their  fingers. 

On  tbel9tb  of  March,  they  concluded  their  theatrical  per- 
formances with  the  Citisen,  and  the  Mayor  of  Garratt  The 
theatre  was  now  dismantled,  and  the  enclosures  removed 
to  afford  light  to  the  officers  cabins. 

Their  solicitude  to  proceed  on  the  purposes  of  their  voy« 
age  was  now  considerable.  They  bad  advanced  to  the  mid- 
dle of  April ;  the  sun  was  seventeen  hours  out  of  the  twenty- 
four  above  the  horison,  yet  still  the  cold  was  extremely  se* 
vere^  and  a  cloudy  sky,  and  a  white  surface,  both  on  land 
and  sea,  chilled  every  prospect.  The  health  of  the  ships 
companies  however  daily  improved  as  the  season  advanced, 
and  all  appeared  in  a  convalescent  state. 

The  temperature  of  the  air,  by  the  end  of  April,  became 
so  much  more  mild,  that  the  thermometer  stood  at  tbe  freez- 
kig  point,  and  some  of  the  crew  seemed  disposed  to  forego 
the  use  of  some  of  their  clothing,  but  were  prevented  by 
thor  superior  officers.  Their  clothing,  which  had  hitherto 
been  washed  and  dried  below  deck  by  means  of  the  stoves, 
was  now  exposed  for  this  purpose  to  the  open  air.  Under 
the  apprehension  that  it  might  be  Ba«dful,  the  provisions  were 
reduced  to  two-thirds  the  usual  allowance,  which  was  sub- 
mitted to  by  both  officers  and  men  without  a  murmur. 
P.  V.  2.  O 
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In  the  middle  of  May»  the  crew  proceeded  to  cut  the  icm 
from  the  sides  of  the  ship.  This  was  a  cold  and  tedious  per- 
formance, and  occupied  their  attention  for  nine  days.  To- 
wards the  end  of  this  month,  they  had  a  smart  shower  of  rain, 
yet  except  in  this  instance,  but  little  appearance  of  a  thaw 
was  manifest,  end  they  were  now  approaching  very  near  to 
the  time  of  the  sun*s  longest  continuance  among  them«  The 
Crommander  had  resolved  upon  an  excursion  to  Table  Hill, 
and  to  make  a  circuit  of  the  country.  Every  one  offered  to 
be  of  the  party ;  but  Capt«  Parry  thought  proper  to  confine 
his  number  to  eleven  persons  beside  himself.  A  small  cart 
was  built  to  carry  provisions,  a  cooking  apparatus,  and  other 
necessary  articles;  and  every  one  took  a  knapsack  on  his 
back,  and  necessary  clothing.  An  additional  party  went 
with  them  the  first  day's  journey ;  and  in  good  spirits,  they 
fixed  their  first  encampment,  and  retired  to  their  repose,  each 
man  having  a  warm  blanket  sewed  up  in  the  form  of  a  bag. 
To  avoid  the  injury  which  their  eyes  might  sustain  by  the  re* 
flection  of  the  sun  from  the  snow,  it  was  resolved  to  lay  up 
for  their  repose  in  the  middle  of  the  day  and  to  travel  by 
night,  if  night  it  might  be  called  when  the  sun  was  above  the 
horizon  the  whole  twenty-four  hours.  They  continued  their 
journey  over  Melville  Island  till  they  came  within  view  of 
what  appeared  to  them  the  frozen  sea.  To  determine  this, 
CTapt.  Parry,  accompanied  by  three  others  of  the  party,  set 
out  to  make  a  closer  examination.  On  their  getting  nearer, 
they  were  satisfied  by  the  cracks  in  the  ice  of  the  same  nature 
as  those  which  occurred  at  Winter  Harbour,  that  these  cracks 
were  occasioned  by  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  To  determine 
this  point  however  more  satisfactorily,  they  went  a  few  hun« 
dred  yards  on  the  ice,  and  attempted  to  make  an  opening 
with  a  pickaxe ;  but  after  digging  about  two  feet  into  the 
ice  without  obtaining  an  opening,  they  resolved  to  return  to 
the  party,  and  procure  more  assistance.  They  returned 
therefore  to  their  companions,  and  the  next  morning  pro- 
•e^ded  with  the  whole  partgr,  and  renewed  their  attempt  to 
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dig  throagh  the  ice.  After  neveral  hours  labour  the  peo- 
ple at  length  came  to  water,  having  dug  into  the  ice  to  the 
depth  of  nearly  fifteen  feet  The  water  rose  to  nearly 
within  a  foot  and  a  half  of  the  surface,  and  on  tasting  it 
It  was  manlfesttj  the  sea  water.  They  met  with  a  few 
ducks  in  this  neighbourhood,  and  l&illed  one.  At  this  phce 
they  erected  a  monument  of  stones,  twelve  feet  broad  at  the 
bate,  and  placed  under  tt  a  tin  case  containing  an  account 
of  the  party. 

Having  proceeded  to  the  northern  extremity  of  Melville 
Island,  they  continued  their  journey  in  a  different  direction. 
About  seven  in  the  morning  they  halted,  and  were  preparing 
Ibr  repose,  when  tt  was  discovered  that  a  knapsack  be- 
longing to  Mr.  Reid  had  fallen  offthe  cart  in  their  journey.  He 
set  out  to  look  for  it,  but  did  not  return  till  eleven  o^clock, 
when  he  appeared  so  severely  affected  by  snow^-klindness, 
as  to  be  scarcely  able  to  see  bis  way,  so  great  was  the  glare 
of  the  snow,  when  the  sun  shone  most  powerful  upon  it. 

On  the  llth  of  June,  they  met  with  so  rough  a  road, 
formed  of  large  blocks  of  sandstone  of  all  siies,  as  occa- 
sioned the  axle-tree  of  the  cart  in  which  they  had  carried 
their  baggage  to  break.  As  it  was  now  become  useless, 
they  pitched  their  tents,  made  a  fire  of  the  wood,  and 
having  shot  a  few  ptarmigans,  made  a  sumptuous  meal  com- 
pared with  their  usual  fare.  Hitherto  they  had  lived  mostly 
on  preserved  meats,  which  in  general  they  found  hard  fro- 
sen,  when  taken  out  of  their  canister9. 

It  became  necessary,  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  of 
the  cart,  that  the  baggage  should  be  carried  on  the  people*a 
shoulders.  It  was  accordingly  distributed  in  regular  pro- 
portions, the  weight  of  the  officers  knapsacks  being  a  few 
pounds  lighter  than  those  of  the  men. 

Having  proceeded  in  a  southerly  direction*  for  several 
miles,  over  ice,  they  began  to  suspect  that  they  were  cros- 
sing a  gulph  of  the  sea ;  and  Capt.  Parry,  desirous  of  satis- 
fyhig  himself,    was   proceeding  to  dig  through   the   ico^ 
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.when  one  of  the  seameDi  goiug  to  a  pool  of  water  on  the  floe, 
that  he  might  drink,  stated  that  the  water  was  salt,  and 
thus  satisfied  his  wishes  without  farther  trouble.  After  this 
be  asoended  an  eminence  and  obtained  a  distinct  ^iew  of 
the  entrance  into  it,  and  named  it  Liddon^s  Oulph,  after 
the  name  of  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Griper. 

As  ttie  party  were  now  drawing  near  Winter  Harbour, 
Ihcy  resolved  to  enjoy  a  day*s  sporting.  They  accordingly 
went  out  in  parties  early  in  the  morning,  and  soon  saw  a 
musk  oi.  feeding  in  an  excellent  pasture,  and  where  from 
its  appearance,  many  more  of  its  kind,  as  well  as  deer,  had 
been  lately  feeding.  On  firing  at  him,  the  distance  was  so 
great  tiiat  the  shot  either  missed  him,  or  did  not  penetrate. 
He  set  off  however  at  a  rapid  rate  over  the  hills,  and  they 
paw  him  no  more.  They  found  a  small  herd  of  deer,  some 
brent-geese,  and  ptarmigans,  but  did  not  profit  much  from 
their  excursion.  They  discovered  the  remains  of  some  Es- 
quimaux huts.  The  moss  was  spread  over  the  floors,  and 
appeared  to  be  the  growth  of  three  or  four  years.  Ac  they 
drew  near  the  ships,  they  were  met  by  almost  every  officer 
and  seaman  of  the  ships,  who  most  heartily  welcomed  their 
return,  and  expressed  their  peculiarjoy  to  perceive,  as  they 
said,  that  every  one  of  the  party  appeared  to  look  in  better 
health  than  when  they  set  out  on  their  departure  just  a  fort- 
night preceding. 

During  the  absence  of  the  party  in  the  preceding  excur- 
sion, Lieutenant  Liddon  and  the  officer  left  in  command 
pf  the  Hecla,  had  been  diligently  occupied  in  making  pre- 
parations for  the  departure  of  the  ships,  as  soon  as  the  wea- 
ther should  permit.  A  great  quantity  of  ballast  had  been 
laken  into  each  ship,  to  supply  the  deficiences  which  had 
been  occasioned  by  the  consumption  of  coals,  during  the 
(ime  tliey  had  been  frozen  into  their  present  situation 
A  survey  had  been  made  of  the  various  stores  and  provi- 
sions, and  excepting  the  lemon-juice  and  vinegar  noticed 
i^fore,  all  was  found  to  be  satisfactory.     Indeed  almost  the 
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whole  appeared  to  be  In  at  exoelient  a  state  of  preservation, 
as  wbeo  taken  on  board  at  the  time  of  their  sailing  from'£ng- 
land. 

The  snow  eontinued  te  roelt  very  fast,  aad  a  great 
ebange  was  manifeel  in  the  ice ;  it  being  covered  with  re- 
servoirs or  basons  of  water,  as  the  thaw  proceeded. 

Flocks  of  dueks  and  geese,  as  well  as  deer  and  other 
bards,  and  animals,  now  continually  made  their  appearance ; 
and  Capt  Parry  being  desirous  to  procure  as  large  a  sup- 
ply as  possible  for  both  ships,  from  which  these  creatures 
kept  at  a  oonsiderable  distance,  directed  a  party  from  each 
ship  to  go  out  to  the  distance  of  several  miles,  and  to  re- 
main there  for  a  few  days  in  order  that  tliey  might  have  the 
better  opportunity  of  success.  Accordingly  they  set  out, 
headed  by  Lieutenants  Beechy  and  Hoppner,  taking  tents, 
blimkets,  fuel,  and  the  regular  allowance  of  provisions  to 
each  man.  By  this  means  they  obtained  a  seasonable  sup* 
ply  of  provisions,  and  the  change  of  diet  was  highly  gratify- 
ing to  every  man  on  board  after  having  lived  on  such  provi- 
sions as  the  ship  aiforded  for  so  many  months. 

The  face  of  the  country  also  presented  a  general  state  of 
vegetation.  Sorrel  was  gathered  in  considerable  quantities, 
some  of  the  men  being  regularly  sent  out  to  pick  it.  The 
leaves  were  served  out  to  the  messes  both  of  officers  and 
men,  and  eaten  as  sallads  or  boiled  as  greens,  or  made  into 
puddings.  So  abundantly  were  the  ships  thus  supplied,  that 
their  beneficial  effects  were  quickly  manifested  in  the  healthy 
appearance  of  the  crew?. 

On  the  27th  of  June  a  seaman  named  William  Scott,  and 
who  had  been  on  the  sick  list  for  about  two  months,  died. 
The  first  symptoms  were  fever  and  an  inflammation  of  the 
lungs.  Strong  symptoms  of  scurvy  were  afterwards  ma- 
nifest, and  a  treatment  consistent  with  the  various  ap- 
pearances which  presented  themselves  was  pursued  by  tha 
medical  officer.  A  state  of  stupor  afterwards  followed, 
which    was  succeeded  by  delirium.     After  a  time  tins  ex- 
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citement  subsided ;  but  a  relapse  shortly  followed  wbichr 
carried  bim  off.  At  tbe  request  of  the  surgeooi  Captaio^ 
Parry  suffered  tbe  body  to  be  opened  ;  but  it  appeared  af- 
terwards that  the  great  obstacle  to  his  recovery,  and  which 
could  not  but  counteract  all  systematic  efforts,  was  an  un« 
fortunate  propensity  to  liquor,  which  he  gratified  by  illicit 
bartering  with  others  of  the  crew.  This  event,  in  a  voyage 
undertaken  and  pursued  under  circumstances  so  different 
from  all  former  voyages,  in  what  had  been  considered  aa 
uninhabitable  climate  during  the  winter  months,  exposed  to 
such  a  variety  of  circumstances  tending  to  cause  disease 
and  death,  can  be  considered  only  as  remarkable,  that  it 
should  stand  alone,  and  be  the  only  instance  of  the  fatal 
power  of  disease  among  the  crew.  On  the  following  Sun- 
day, after  divine  service  had  been  performed,  tbe  body  of 
the  deceased  was  deposited  in  a  grave  made  for  its  recep- 
tion a  short  distance  from  the  beacb.  The  ensigns  and 
pendants  were  lowered  half  mast  during  the  procession  to 
the  grave,  which  consisted  of  the  whole  crew,  both  officers 
and  men,  The  whole  was  solemn  and  impressive,  and  con- 
ducted with  great  decorum.  A  tomb  stone  was  placed  at 
the  head  of  the  grave,  with  an  inscription  stating  the  cir« 
cumstance. 

In  the  beginning  of  July  an  herd  of  deer  being  observed^ 
a  party  were  dispatched  in  pursuit  of  them  ;  but  the  open- 
ness of  the  country,  giving  the  people  no  opportunity  of 
approaching  them  unperceived,  the  whole  of  them  escaped. 
The  thaw  was  now  become  very  rapid.  Currents  of  water 
were  pouring  down  the  hills  from  the  melting  of  the  snow. 
Pools  of  water  were  every  where  forming  on  the  ice  from  the 
thaw.  Much  rain  also  fell,  which  increased  the  number  and 
depths  of  the  holes  in  the  ice,  which  now  approached  to 
that  state  of  rottenness  as  to  make  it  dangerous  to  walk 
across  the  pools*  Boats  were  able  to  pass  by  means  of 
these  pools  from  ship  to  ship  and  also  from  the  ships  to  tbe 
land.     All  the  preparations  necessary  for  their  departure 
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WAre  now  completed.  The  thermometer  now  generally 
stood  at  from  55  to60*and  the  most  pleasant  sensations  i«ere 
excited  in  all  at  the  comfortable  alteration  of  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  weather.  The  enjoyments  of  a  pleasant  walk, 
4L  plentiful  supply  of  good  living  from  the  hunting  parties, 
and  the  abundance  of  sorrel  supplied  now  for  every  meal, 
presented  such  a  scene  of  enjoyment  as  was  most  cheering 
ao  far  as  regarded  all  their  temporal  comfoi*t ;  but  the 
month  of  July  was  so  far  advanced,  that  they  began  to  be 
apprehensive  there  would  be  no  time  for  active  operations 
as  to  the  main  object  of  their  enterprize,  as  winter  would 
be  soon  again  setting  in,  for  the  great  body  of  ice  had  not 
yet  broken  up  so  as  to  make  sea  room  for  the  ships. 

About  the  20th,  during  a  strong  breeze,  the  ice  round  the 
ships  separated  so  as  to  leave  them  completely  free  ;  no 
appearance  however  presented  itself  of  any  disruption  or 
opening  of  the  ice  out  at  sea,  so  as  to  afford  a  prospect  of 
their  escaping  from  their  present  situation.  Some  few 
hummocks  of  ice  were  pressed  up  round  the  beach,  and  the 
moving  of  these  bodies  as  the  wind  or  tide  varied,  put  the 
ships  sometimes  into  considerable  peril.  A  large  portion 
of  the  ice  was  detached  on  the  30th  from  the  main  body  so 
as  to  leave  a  greater  extent  of  clear  water  round  the  shjps 
and  the  whole  body  of  ice  in  the  harbour  appeared  to  be 
moving,  but  the  mouth  of  the  harbour  remained  as  yet  one 
body  of  ice.  During  the  nights  the  cold  now  was  manifest 
and  the  poola  of  water  which  were  on  the  ice  became 
on  these  occasions  slightly  froien  over.  The  following  day 
the  wind  blowing  fresh,  and  every  appearance,  by  the  driving 
of  the  ice,  indicating  that  they  would  find  an  opening,  Capt. 
Parry  directed  every  thing  that  remained  on  shore  to  be 
embarked  and  prepared  for  sailing.  On  the  first  of  August 
the  ships  weighed,  and  the  ice  moving,  they  sailed  out  of 
Winter  Harbour,  after  having  been  frozen  in  upwards  of 
ten  months,  having  passed  part  of  the  September   of  the 
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year  1819  and  quittiug  it  ia  the  uionUi  of  August  in  Che 
year  1820. 

As  the  season  of  the  year  was  so  far  adTsnced,  they 
could  not  but  feel  anxious  to  make  the  best  use  of  the  little 
summer  which  remained  for  the  purpose  of  pursuing  further 
discoTeries.  The  heavy  n^asses  of  ice  which  every  where 
presented  themselves  and  the  small  appearances  of  open  sem 
were  very  discouraging  ;  but  Capt.  Parry  resolved  to  use 
every  effort  in  pushing  to  the  westward.  It  required  every 
exertion  and  the  most  quick  judgment  and  decision  to 
avoid  being  crushed  by  tlie  large  floes  and  hummocks  of 
ice  which  were  passing  or  repassing  as  the  wind  or  tide 
changed.  The  Griper  on  different  days  was  lifted  two  feet 
out  of  the  water. 

Capt.  Parry  took  repeated  observations  on  the  high  land, 
as  he  sailed  to  the  westward  round  Melville  Island,  but 
could  discover  no  clear  way  for  tlie  ships  to  move.  The 
Heda  was  often  obliged  to  unship  her  rudder  and  to  use 
prompt  efforts  to  avoid  the  masses  of  ic^,  and  was  notwith- 
standing nipped  or  severely  pressed  in  more  than  one  in- 
stance. The  Griper  was  twisted  so  as  to  make  her  crack 
a  great  deal.  So  truly  alarming  were  the  circumstances,  that 
Lieutenant  Liddon  landed  all  the  journals  and  documents 
of  importance,  and  made  every  arrangement  for  saving  the 
stores  and  provisions,  as  he  now  began  to  be  apprehen- 
sive of  shipwreck.  Capt  Parry  at  this  time  also  felt  almost 
equally  apprehensive  for  the  fate  of  the  Hecla«  as  she  was 
so  closely  surrounded  by  loose  ice,  that  a  slight  pressure  of 
so  weighty  a  body  towards  the  shore  would  have  produced 
most  distressing  consequences.  In  the  night,^  the  ice  gave 
the  Hecla  a  heel  of  eighteen  inches  towards  the  shore,  but 
it  did  not  appear  to  do  her  any  material  injury.  They  were 
at  length  relieved  from  farther  apprehensions  at  this  time 
by  the  ice  gradually  receding  from  the  shore,  in  consequence 
of  a  fresh  breeze  springing  up. 

On  the  I6thy  it  being  a  fine  day,  Capt.  Parry  with  some 
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of  Um  officers  landed,  and  made  an  excursion  to  the  west- 
wordy  along  the  lii^h  part  of  the  land  next  the  sea,  with  a 
view  to  ascertain  the  possihtlity  of  finding  a  passage  that 
way.  They  found  a  channel  of  open  water  between  the 
land  and  the  ice,  extending  as  far  as  a  headland,  to  which 
they  gaTe  the  name  of  Cape  Dundas;  but  beyond  this,  to 
the  westward,  all  appeared  one  solid  body  of  ice.  Cap. 
Uin  Parry,  therefore,  determined  to  attempt  no  longer 
sailing  in  this  direction,  but  to  make  trial  of  a  more  south* 
em  latitude,  in  which  he  flattered  himself  his  eiForts  would 
be  attended  with  success.  Cape  Dundas, .  which  was  the 
most  westernmost  point  of  the  Polar  Sea,  which  they  made, 
is  in  latitude  74''  2r,  and  in  longitude  113^  ST.  The  length 
of  Melville  Island,  which  for  so  many  months  had  been  the 
scene  of  their  residence,  was  about  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  miles,  and  its  breadth  from  forty  to  fifty  miles. 

On  the  return  of  the  party  to  the  ships,  they  made  sail  to 
the  eastward.  A  vigilant  watch  was  directed  to  be  made 
for  any  opening  which  might  present  itself.  After  sailing 
a  few  miles,  the  Uecla  was  secured  for  the  night  in  a  kind 
of  harbour  formed  by  large  masses  of  ice,  which,  while  it 
afforded  the  best  security  to  be  obtained,  was  nut  a  little 
terrific  in  its  appearance,  as  on  the  opposite  side  masses  of 
ice  were  accumulated  which  leaned  so  much  towards  the 
ship,  as  to  give  the  idea  that  they  might  fall  upon  it. 
The  Griper  was  made  fast  near  the  beach,  in  a  more  open 
situation,  and  her  rudder  unshipped,  in  case  she  should  be 
assailed  by  the  ice.  In  efforts  to  proceed,  amidst  all  the 
difficulties  whichi these  frozen  seas  presented,  the  succeed- 
ing days  were  spent.  The  large  floes  of  ice  which  were 
sailing  about,  often  drew  more  water  than  the  ships,  and 
they  received  some  severe  shocks  from  them.  The  new 
ice  which  formed  every  night,  the  situation  io  which  the 
ships  were  placed,  the  shortness  of  the  renoaining  part  of 
the  season,  and  the  extent  of  their  resources  in  provisions 
and  necessary  articles,  required  now  the  most  serious  con« 
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Bideration,  in  reference  to  the  accomplishment  of  tlie  pm^ 
poses  of  the  Toyage,  and  the  health  and  safety  of  tho 
people.  In  a  fortnight  they  would  arrive  at  that  period 
when  it  was  considered  no  eflTorts  to  navigate  the  Polar  Sea 
was  practicable.— The  distance  to  Icy  Cape  was  eight  or 
nine  hundred  miles,  and  all  their  efforts  this  season  had  n^t 
taken  them  the  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  in  the  de- 
sired direction.  Indeed,  they  bad  experienced  such  a 
series  of  difficulties  and  delays,  and  the  ships  had  been  in 
such  repeated  states  of  danger,  that  Captain  Parry  consi- 
dered himself,  under  all  circumstances,  no  longer  justified 
in  his  attempt  to  proceed  in  discovery 

The  ships  were  still  in  good  condition— > the  health  of  Hbm 
whole  crew  was  as  good,  or  nearly  so,  as  when  they  qoiUed 
England ;— but  the  loss  of  the  lemon  juice,  which  was  con* 
sidered  as  so  powerful  an  antiscorbutic ;  the  inconvenience 
of  crowding  so  many  persons  within  the  narrow  limits 
which  the  ships  afforded,  which  prevented  the  Iteeping  the 
ships  in  a  dry  and  healthy  state;  these,  with  other  reasons, 
induced  Captain  Parry  to  submit  a  specific  question  to  the 
officers,  calling  upon  them  to  take  into  consideration  all 
the  circumstances,  and  after  well  reflecting  on  the  whole, 
to  give  him  their  opinion,  as  to  the  propriety  of  pursuing 
further  the  specific  object  of  their  voyage. 

After  due  consideration,  the  officers  gave  in  their  opinion 
to  Captain  Parry,  in  which  they  unanimously  agreed  with 
him  as  to  the  futility  of  any  further  attempts  at  exploring  the 
sea  to  the  westward ;  and  agreeing  in  opinion  also  with  him 
that  it  would  be  better  to  run  to  the  eastward,  and  endea- 
vour to  find  an  opening  which  might  l^d  towards  the 
American  continent ;  and  that  after  a  reasonable  time  fail- 
ing to  find  such  passage,  it  would  be  more  expedient  to 
return  to  England,  than  to  risk  the  passing  another  winter 
in  these  teas,  from  whence  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
w«Mld  derive  any  peeuliar  advantage,  as  to-sfarting  eariy  at 
the  commeiieeaiettt  of  the  ensuing  season 
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On  ihib  27th  of  Auguai  tbey  passed  4h«  east  end  of  MeU 
«ille  Island*  Tbe  navigable  ehannel  now  iooreased  as 
4hey  sailed  to  the  eastward,  so  that  it  became  not  less  than 
ten  antes  wide.  A  constant  look-out  was  had  from  the 
erowVnest  for  an  opening  to  the  southward^  but  without 
aay  success.  During  a  thick  fog  tbey  kept  the  ships  as 
close  to  tbe  ice  as  posuble,  that  they  might  not  miss  any 
opening  to  the  southward.  In  the  cTening  of  this  day  (key 
were  near  to  the  same  spot  as  they  had  been  on  the  same 
day  of  the  preceding  year ;  and  to  add  to  the  peculiarity  of 
the  oircumstancey  were  reduced  to  the  same  necessity  of 
steering  the  ships  by  each  other,  the  Griper  keeping  the 
Hecla  ahead,  and  the  Hecla  keeping  the  Griper  directly 
astem,  having  no  better  means  of  knowing  in  what  direc- 
tion the  ships  were  sailing. 

The  ships  having  traced  the  ice,  with  a  view  to  discover 
an  opening  to  the  southward,  from  the  longitude  of  114*  to 
that  of  90^,  without  effect,  Captain  Parry  felt  it  to  be  his 
duty  to  return  to  England.  In  consequence  of  this  reso- 
lution, by  which  there  was  no  necessity  to  make  such  a 
reserve  of  provisions  or  fuel,  as  would  have  been  the  case, 
had  they  proceeded  in  an  attempt  at  further  discovery, 
they  were  put  upon  full  allowance  of  food,  and  such  an 
issue  of  coals  as  might  contribute  to  their  comfort.  For 
near  eleven  months  they  had  been  on  an  allowance  of  two- 
thirds  of  bread  and  other  provisions,  and  only  a  partial 
supply  of  coals  ;  and  this  during  a  severity  of  weather  that 
particularly  needed  every  comfort,  both  of  nourishment 
and  warmth ;  an  order  to  the  effect  above  alluded  to,  could 
not  therefore  but  be  received  with  the  most  heart-cheering 
satisfaction. 

On  the  80th  of  August,  having  a  westerly  breeze,  the 
ships  advanced  through  the  strait,  with  a  view  to  run  out 
of  Lancaster  Sound,  it  being  the  determination  of  Captain 
Parry,  in  his  return,  to  make  a  general  survi^y  of  the 
western  coast  of  Baffin's  Bay,  conceiving  that  it  might  be 
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an  iinportaDi  advantage  to  Whalers  on  tlus  station.  It 
might  also  be  possible  to  find  some  outlet  into  the  Polar 
Sea  in  a  lower  latitude  than  that  of  Sir  James  Lancaster's 
Sound,  a  circttmstance  which  would  be  of  infinite  im«* 
portance  in  any  further  attempts  at  the  discovery  of  the 
north-west  passage. 

On  the  dd  of  September,  being  in  latitude  71*  2^,  they 
passed  some  of  the  highest  icebergs  they  had  ever  seM^ 
one  of  them  being  nearly  two  hundred  feet  above  the  sea. 
Landing  on  the  beach  at  a  place  named  Pond*s  Bay,  they 
found  several  ponds  of  water,  and  Mr.  Iloppner  saw  tw« 
large  flocks  of  geese,  Tiiey  met  also  with  the  tracks  of 
deer,  bears,  wolves,  and  foxes.  Upon  the  beach  they 
found  part  of  the  bone  of  a  whale,  which  had  been  cut  at 
one  end ;  they  also  found  a  quantity  of  chips  lying  about  it^ 
by  which  it  was  manifest  that  these  parts  had  been  visited 
recently  by  some  of  the  Esquimaux ;  indeed,  Captain 
Parry  surmised  that  some  of  these  people  were  resident  in 
the  vicinity,  but  his  time  did  not  admit  of  his  seeking  to 
find  them.     The  latitude  was  71*  15'. 

On  the  4th  of  September  they  were  most  agreeably  sur- 
prised with  seeing,  from  the  mast  head,  a  ship,  and  soon 
afterwards  two  others.  They  soon  perceived  that  they 
were  whalers  ;  but  they  lost  sight  of  them  during  the  en* 
suing  night.— -They  came  in  sight  of  these  and  other  whalers 
again  on  the  5th,  and  learned  from  Mr.  Williamson,  the 
master  of  the  ship  Lee,  of  Hull,  of  the  death  of  King 
George  the  Third,  and  also  of  the  Duke  of  Kent. — Mr. 
Williamson  also  told  them  he  had  met  with  some  Esqui- 
maux in  the  inlet  called  the  river  Clyde,  when  he  was  in 
these  seas  in  the  year  1818 ;  and  Captain  Parry  being  de- 
siroas  to  have  some  communication  with  them,  and  also  to 
examine  the  inlet  more  minutely,  made  up  a  packet  of  dn^- 
patches  and  letters,  and  sent  -on  board  the  Lee,  and  then 
made  sul  for  the  inlet,  and  made  for  that  part  where  they 
were  directed  to  look  for  the  Esquimaux  huts.    Night  came 
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on,  bowerer,  before  they  conld  discover  them,  and  Ih6 
weather  Ae  aext  day  being  very  thick  with  snow,  did  not 
permit  their  standing  in  for  the  land.  Here  they  found 
themselves,  near  an  immense  iceberg,  which  they  recognised 
to  be  the  same,  from  its  Aape  and  dimensions^  as  they 
had  met  with  in  September  1818,  and  measured  upwards 
of  two  miles  in  length*  It  was  aground  in  the  very  same 
spot  as  when  then  noticed. 

In  the  evening,  being  near  one  of  the  islands  situated 
in  this  inlet,  they  saw  some  canoes  paddling  towards  the 
ships.  They  came  along  side  with  the  greatest  confi- 
dence, aud  made  signs  to  have  their  canoes  taken  on 
board,  and  then  came  up  the  ships  side  without  manifesting 
any  apprehension.— -The  party  consisted  of  four  persons, 
an  old  man  of  about  sixty,  and  three  young  men.  They 
manifested  their  astonishment  anid  delight  by  much  noise, 
and  a  variety  of  gestures.  If  a  present  was  made  to 
either  of  them,  or  any  thing  they  saw  excited  particular 
attention,  their  satisfaction  was  expressed  by  a  bawling 
noise,  until  they  became  almost  hoarse,  and  at  the  same 
time  jumping  and  dancing  till  their  strength  was  nearly 
exhausted. 

They  were  afterwards  taken  below  deck,  although  at 
first  some  of  the  younger  ones  seemed  reluctant  to  descend; 
but  the  old  man  leading  the  way,  the  others  then  followed, 
with  the  utmost  readiness.  Lieutenant  Beechey  being  de* 
sirous  of  taking  a  likeness  of  the  old  man,  he  was  requested 
to  seat  himself  in  a  position  for  that  purpose ;  and  notwith* 
standing  a  variety  of  circumstances  tending  to  arrest  bii 
attention,  and  to  excite  emotion,  he  remained  in  his  poai* 
tion  for  an  hour.  They  bartered  their  clothes,  sueairs, 
and  whalebone,  with  our  people,  for  knives,  and  other  arti- 
cles, and  appeared  to  act  with  honesty  in  these  exchanges, 
exercising  a  seeming  reflection,  as  to  whether,  the  articleii 
were  equivalent  in  value  to  those  sought  to  be  purchased 
from  them.    There  ap|>eared  to  be  a  becoming  diffidence  in 
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the  younger  penMms,  these  modeetly  keeping  behind^  aod 
by  that  means  at  irst  missing  some  presents,  whieh  those 
who  Blood  more  forward  reeeiTed.  As  the  evening  elooedy 
they  were  desirous  of  returning  on  shore.  One  of  the 
party  having  bartered  his  canoe  with  Captain  Ptory,  he 
was  sent  on  shore  in  one  of  the  boats,  because  their  oanoes 
were  calculated  to  hold  only  one  person  in  each.  Msl 
Palmer,  who  went  with  the  boat  to  the  shore,  staled  thai^ 
if  disposed,  their  canoes  could  outmn  the  boat.  These 
Esquimaux  appeared  very  ready  in  imitating  sounds,  and 
took  great  delight  in  using  any  words  which  they  notmed 
ns  expressed  by  our  people. 

Mr.  Bell,  a  part  owner  of  the  ship  Friendship,  of  Hull, 
went  on  board  the  Heda  this  eveniag,  offmng  any  assist^ 
ance  he  could  render  them.  From  this  interview  they  ob^ 
tained  a  statement  of  a  number  of  interesting  events  which 
had  taken  place  in  Burope  in  the  course  of  the  seventeen 
nsonths  which  they  had  been  absent  from  their  native 
country. 

On  the  7th  a  breeze  springing  up,  they  made  sail  further 
up  the  inlet*  The  vreather  was  cloudy,  but  there  being  an 
eclipse  of  the  sun,  Captain  Parry  and  Captain  Sabine 
landed  on  an  bland  near^  in  order  to  make  observations. 
By  the  time  however  that  they  were  prepared  with  their 
glasses  the  edipee  was  at  an  end.  However  soon  after  they 
landed  two  of  the  Esquimaux,  the  old  man  and  one  of  his 
young  companions,  paddled  over  to  them  from  the  main  land. 
They  had  with  them  some  aeaUskins,  dresses  and  whale- 
bsira ;  but  In  trading^  they  were  cautious  to  produce  only 
eset  article  at  a  time,  leaving  the  remainder  in  their  canoes 
^11  tissy  had  itisposed  of  the  one  they  brought.  Thus  they 
-oentinned  to  proceed  in  a  fair  and  honest  system  of  barter 
until  the  whole  stock  of  articles  they  had  brought  with  them 
waseBpended*  While  Captains  Parry  and  Sabine  were 
on  shore,  a  boat  kaded  from  the  Griper  with 
Hoppner  and  a  party.    Desirous  of  taking  a 
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likMeJM  of  Ae  yoonf  ina»,  Ueutenant  H^ppner  wilk  ■ouni 
dMkultjr  and  fcy  meais  of  pretents^  prevailed  on  bim  to  be 
seeled  for  the!  pwpoee.  The  kieliiietkMi  eo  predonriaebl 
in  the  jouth  to  jmnp  end  denoe  about  wee  not  easily  mh 
sirainedy  thougb  in  die  whole  of  his  condnef  the  atmoot 
good  nature  was  manifest.  Indeed  after  ho  was  UbersAed 
frdm  the  aeceesity  of  tbte  confined  positkHi,  he  shewed  hie 
good  wOl  by  takio|f  the  seamens  knives  and  aharpeniny 
them  on  any  amooth  stone  he  met  with,  returning  to  eadi 
individual  Us  own  knife. 

On  aliewiBg  them  a  looking  gbsa,  theyounger  one  jumped 
about  in  raptures  for  a  constderaUe  time.  But  the  attention 
of  the  old  man  having  been  previously  attraoted  to  th# 
opening  of  one  of  the  tin  oanistera  with  preserved  meat  km 
dinner,  by  driving  an  axe  with  a  mallet  in  order  to  sjriit  it 
open,  after  one  look  at  the  ghss,  his  attention  beeame  re« 
fixed  to  the  operation  of  opening  the  canister  ;  and  when 
this  had  been  eflbcted,  solicited  to  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  mallet  which  had  efibcted  so  useful  an  end  in  his  esti- 
niation* 

Great  oantibu  was  requisite  in  getting  into  their  canoes 
to  keep  them  from  turning  over.  The  young  man  launohed 
the  eanoe  of  his  aged  eompanion,  and  kept  it  steady  while 
the  old  man  took  his  seat,  and  then  with  much  caution  got 
into  his  own  and  thej  both  paddled  from  the  shore,  aooom- 
panyfng  the  boats,  which  had  quitted  the  island  and  were 
making^  fbr  a  point  of  land  where  some  Bxquimaux  familiee 
had  fixed  thor  tents.  No  sooner  did  the  party  come  with*- 
fa  ftight  of  the  tents,  ttan  all  were  in  motion.  Men,  we« 
men  and  ehildreirall  ran  out  to  meet  them  with  expressions 
ef  joy,  at  seeln|^  them.  Some  of  the  women  had  their  In* 
fimta  tied  to  their  backs,  much  after  the  saoie  manner  in 
iriMi  gypsies  oarry  their  infants  in  Bngknd. 

A  trade  In  barter  soon  eommeneed  between  the  didfersnt 
paitiesy  and  knivea^  axes,  bratos  kettles,  needles,  and  otbev 
mM  nrtloiest  were  exchanged  with  them.    Preeenin  warn 
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also  made  to  them,  and  the  females  were  very  importunate 
in  endeavouring  to  obtain  what  they  wanted. — PUleiagf 
pilletayy  was  noised  around,  which  signified,  Oive  me^ 
give  me,  until  the  ship's  party  had  disposed  of  all  they  had 
to  give*  There  did  not  appear,  however,  the  slightest  dis- 
position to  dishonesty,  but  a  strict  regard  was  paid  to  fulfil 
a  bargain  when  made.  Captain  Parry  being  desirous  of 
purchasing  a  sledge,  applied  to  one  of  them,  to  whom  he 
supposed  it  belonged ;  and  although  that  person  might  have 
obtained  the  value  of  it,  and  then  have  left  the  Captain  un* 
der  this  deception,  he  distinctly  gave  him,  by  signs,  to 
understand  that  the*  sledge  belonged  to  another  person,  to 
whom  he  pointed,  and  with  whom  the  Captain  soon  com* 
plefed  the  purohase*  It  was  observed,  that  whenever  they 
purchased  any  article,  or  received  any  thing  as  a  present, 
they  licked  it  twice  with  their  tongue. 

In  another  instance  a  gentleman  belonging  to  the  Griper 
being  desirous  of  purchasing  one  of  their  dogs,  the  bargain 
was  made  for  an  axe,  which  was  delivered  into  the  hands 
of  one  of  the  women  ;  she  had  then  to  go  and  catch  the  dog, 
which  she  readily  and  faithfully  did,  bringing  one  of  the 
finest  that  they  had.  Captain  Parry  endeavoured  to  bar- 
gain with  tliis  woman  for  a  second  canoe,  but  no  price  that 
was  offered  could  induce  her  to  part  with  it. 

These  Esquimaux  were  of  low  stature,  like  the  Esqui- 
maux in  general.  Their  faces  were  round  and  plump, 
with  a  smooth  skin,  small  eyes,  teeth  white,  sallow  com- 
plexion, broad  nose,  hair  strait  and  black,  and  their  hands 
and  feet  remarkably  small.  All  the  women,  except  the 
younger,  were  tattooed  upon  the  face.  The  countenances 
of  the  younger  females  were  upon  the  whole  pleasing,  and 
the  youngest,  who  seemed  to  be  the  only  one  unmarried, 
manifested  muoh  natural  bashfulness  and  timidity.  There 
were  several  children,  who  at  first  appeared  alarmed,  but 
tb^  were  soon  brought  into  a  state  of  familiarity  by  a  Cbw 
prescMo  and  a  little  attention. 
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TkB  dreit  of  diese  people  was  made  of  fleaUskin,  consist- 
ing of  a  jacket  with  a  kind  of  hood,  with  breeches,  and  boots. 
There  was  b«t  litde  differeaoe  between  the  dress  of  the  men 
and  the  women,  and  «pen  the  whole  tbej  were  well  and  eom- 
GnrtaUy  dothed  for  Moh  ftdiinale. 

The  tents  which  fonn  theur  summer  habitations,  are  sup- 
portad  by  a  ion^  pole  of  whalebone,  fonrteen  feet  Ugh, 
ling  a  few  feet  abofre  the  skms  which  form  the  roof  and 
sidesw  .  Hm  lenglli  of  the  tents  is  about  seventeen  feet,  and 
the  biMdifa  fifom  seren  toume  feet  The  beds  were  formed 
of  small  Ambhy  plants.  l%e  door  was  formed  of  two 
pieces^  bone^  ftstened  together  at  the  top;  and  the  skins 
wsffo  plaaed  so  as  to  Oferkpeach  other.  The  outer  corer- 
iog  was  fiutened  lo  Ae  gromd  bj  curred  pieces  of  bone, 
oomaMmiy  of  the  whale. 

7nw  caaoe  purchased  by  Captam  Parry,  was  one  of  the 
bast  to  be  seen  among  these  people  ;  its  length  was  nearly 
aarettteeo  foot,  Mid  its  breadth  rather  more  than  two  feet. 
Two  leet  of  the  fore  end  are  out  of  the  water  when  it  is 
floating.  In  many  respects  it  was  formed  like  the  canoe  of 
the  Greenlanders.  The  timbers,  or  ribs,  were  five  or  six 
iaohes  apart,  and  were  of  whalebone  or  driftwood,  and  co- 
vered wifli  the  skins  of  seals,  or  of  the  sea-horse ;  and  great 
care  was  taken  to  keep  them  dry,  and  to  prevent  (heir  rot- 
ting, whenever  they  were  not  used. 

Hey  use  spears  or  darts  in  killing  seals,  and  other  sea 
animals.  These  consist  of  two  parts,  a  staff,  and  the  spear 
itself.  They  are  exceedingly  expert  in  throwing  the  spear, 
and  will  strike  an  object  at  a  considerable  distance.  While 
the  ship's  people  were  on  the  island  before  alluded  to,  and 
which  Captain  Parry  named  Observation  Island,  a  small 
bird  Bjmg  past,  one  of  the  Esquimaux  indicated,  by  signs, 
that  he  could  kill  it,  although  it  did  not  appear  that  they 
bad  any  bows  or  arrows  about  their  tents,  except  a  small 
one,  made  of  wbidebonOj  about  six  luches  long,  and  which 
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fleemed  rather  as  a  toy  to  please  their  childreiii  than  capabU 
of  being  employed  to  any  useful  purpose. 

Captain  Parry  saw  but  one  sledge,  which  appeared  to  be 
composed  of  the  right  and  left  jawbones  of  a  young  whale, 
being  about  ten  feet  long,  and  about  nineteen  inches  Rpvtp 
connected  by  parallel  pieces  made  of  the  ribs  of  the  whale,  and 
secured  by  whalebones  so  as  to  form  the  bottom  of  the  sledge. 
The  lower  part  was  shod  with  bone  to  meet  the  friction  wlucb 
must  rise  on  its  motion.    The  whole  was  very  rudely  made« 

These  people  had  a  great  number  of  dogs,  which  i^ 
poared  very  wild  and  shy,  and  the  natives  had  some  difficulty 
in  catching  them,  and  of  keeping  them  under  controfl  whe» 
caught  They  appeared  most  ravenous  creatures,  devouring 
their  food  with  the  greatest  greediness,  swallowing  the  f^^e* 
thers  and  every  part  of  any  bird  which  might  be  thrown  io 
them.  One  of  these  dogs,  which  was  purchased  by  Captain 
Parry,  although  regularly  fed  when  brought  on  board,  eat 
with  the  greatest  avidity  a  large  piece  of  canvass,  e  cotton 
handkerchief,  and  part  of  a  check  shirt.  Indeed  it  was'on- 
derstood  that  they  will  so  gorge  their  food  as  often  to  occa- 
sion their  death. 

Their  mode  of  cooking  their  food  appeared  to  be  most  fil- 
thy. A  large  mess  of  sea-horse  flesh,  not  cleaned  from  the 
blood,  was  put  into  a  stone  vessel  and  suspended  over  a 
lamp.  The  meat  in  itself  did  not  look  so  forbidding ;  but 
the  filthy  manner  in  which  it  was  cooked  rendered  it  most 
disgusting. 

Their  knives  were  made  of  the  tusks  of  the  wahrus,  cut  or 
ground  sufficiently  for  the  pmrpoae,  having  the  origieid 
curve,  so  as  to  resemble  the  swords  which  children  have  as 
toys  in  England.  From  the  few  tools  which  were  among 
them,  to  accomplbh  thb  must  have  been  a  work  of  great  la- 
bour and  patience. 

A  drawing  of  the  musk-ox  was  shewn  to  them  in  order  to 
ascertain  if  they  had  any  knowledge  of  this  animal.  The 
anudlness  of  the  figure  not  corresponding  with  the  original 
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size,  ihey  did  not  appear  readily  to  understand  it»  bnt  when 
the  real  head  and  horns  were  shewn  to  them,  they  manifested 
their  knowledge  of  the  creature,  calUng  it  oomingmack. 

Mr.  Fisher,  in  sounding  part  of  Observation  Island,  met 
with  the  winter  huts  of  these  people,  which  consisted  of  ex- 
eavations  in  a  bank  about  two  miles  distant  from  their  tents. 
Chreat  store  of  proTisions  in  sea-horses  and  seals  were  also 
ftvnd  concealed  under  stones  along  the  shore,  so  that  it 
iiioidd  seem  that  there  was  no  lack  of  the  means  of  subms* 
tence  among  them* 

The  whole  of  diese  Esquimaux  looked  healthy,  and  were 
free  firom  disease.  It  is  pleasing  also  to  record  that  in  no 
■Mtance  did  any  of  them  manifest  a  disposition  to  disho- 
nesty. In  ibis  feature  of  their  character,  they  would  put  to 
shame  thousands  of  the  more  enlightened  and  (as  such  would 
call  themselves)  the  more  civilized  inhabitants  of  our  own 
country. 

On  taking  leave  of  this  party,  they  watched  the  boat  for 
a  few  hundred  yards  and  then  quietly  returned  to  their  tents. 

On  the  9th  of  September,  the  ships  came  in  view  of  a 
spacious  bay,  the  width  of  the  entrance  of  which  was  not 
less  than  fifteen  leagues.  They  found,  on  examining  it,^  a 
considerable  number  of  islands,  and  perceived  land  nearly 
round  the  whole  of  the  Bay.  Captain  Parry  however  hav- 
ing resolved  to  seek  for  a  passage  in  a  lower  latitude,  did 
not  examine  it  with  that  close  attention  to  enable  him  to  de- 
termine the  fact,  and  he  suggests  the  probability  of  some 
outlet  being  found  from  this  bay  into  the  Polar  Sea.  Un- 
der this  determination  he  crossed  to  the  southern  shore,  and 
took  advantage  of  a  breeze  which  sprung  up  to  proceed. 
They  found  the  ships  however  so  much  beset  with  ice, 
that  the  Heola  was  soon  stopped  altogether.  On  the  12th 
of  September  they  were  in  latitude  68^  15',  and  longitude 
6GP48^.  In  the  night  the  Aurora  Borealis  were  remarkably 
striking  and  |»ctures<iue ;  Che  various  streaks  of  light  paM- 
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ii^  witk  the  grenlest  rapidity  firom  one  part  of  the  hesrenate 
the  other. 

The  ships  contimied  atnig  ererj  effort  to  diseOTer  a  paa-^ 
sage  in  a  aiore  fomthem  latitade  mttil  the  26th«  being  often 
80  beset  with  ice  aa  to  make  thw  sailing  ^Leeedingly  das* 
getous.  At  length  Captain  Parry  eame  to  the  conetminn 
that  the  season  was  too  far  advanced  to  expect  any  nseftd 
results  from  any  fVurther  efforts,  and  detetmbied  to  maha 
the  best  of  their  way  for  England.  The  boats  were  therefisrw 
hoisted  in,  and  preparations  made  for  their  retnm  heme. 

In  taking  a  review  of  the  efforts  which  hsd  been  made  in 
this  voyage  to  discover  a  NW  passage,  aeoompanied  iritk 
observations  on  the  efforts  of  others.  Captain  Pairy  suggests 
the  ^opriety  of  tryiQg  a  lower  latitude^  along  the  shore  ol 
Hudson's  Strait,  wUeh  he  says  has  as  ycft  been  hot  little 
explored. 

That  commerce  has  derived  great  advantage  front  theae 
efforts  he  asserts ;  So€  that  the  whalers,  since  the  year  1818, 
have  proeeeded  to  oecnpy  stations  om  the  coast  of  Baffia's 
B17,  where  fish  have  been  found  in  ninch  greater  absndance 
than  on  the  coast  of  Greenland. 

leaking  of  the  conduct  ef  the  persims  engaged  in  the 
whale  fishery,  Captain  Parry  says,  "  NotUngcaneoLceedthe 
boUk  and  enterprising  spirit  displayed  by  oni  fishermen  in 
the  capture  of  the  whale.  At  whatever  time  of  night  ot 
day»  a  whale  k  announeed  by  the  look-out  man  in  the  crow's 
Mil^  die  seen  idatenUy  jump  into  the  boats^  firequentLy  with 
tliek  clothes  m  thdr  hands,  aasl  with  an  alacrity  scarcely 
e%Bajled  even  in  the  moat  hif^  diacipltned  ieet,  push  9m 
in  pursuit  ef  the  whale,  r^gardlesa  of  ciM,  and  wet,  and 
banger,  for  hours,  and  sometimes  for  days  together*  Nor 
is  it  soldy  on  oeeasiona  where  their  immedinle  interest  is 
eiNM^med,  that  this  acliviCgr  is  dispkyed  by  theim  It  ha^ 
fMedk  e»  the  vMfirage  ol  1818y  that  in  endeavouring  te  pans 
halineeii  the  kuui  and  a  body  of  ice,  u^iioh  was  npidiif  efaa- 
ing  the  shore,   the  Alexander,  then  under  mv  command. 
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tooled  tlie  gnmod  just  at  the  critical  monent  wben  it  wa& 
seeeflsary  to  posh  tfarongh  the  narrow  and  nucArtain  pas- 
laga.  It  heing  nearly  calm,  the  boats  w^e  sent  a-head  to 
tow,  Imi  the  lilde  way  which  they  could  g^ve  the  ship,  was 
Dol  sufficient  to  have  rescued  us  in  time  from  approaching 
danger,  and  nothing  leas  than  Ae  wreck  erf*  the  ship  was 
erery  moment  to  be  e:&peoted.  Severat  sail  of  whalers  were 
following  astern;  bnt  seeing  the  dangerous  situation  in 
which  the  Alexander  was  placed,  and  the  impossibiEty  of 
getting  through  themselves,  they  instantly  pnt  abont  into 
the  clear  water  which  we  had  just  lefi,  and  before  we  had 
time  to  aril  for  assistance,  no  less  than  fourteen  boats,  many 
of  them  with  the  masters  of  the  ships  themselves  attending 
in  them,  placed  themselTes- promptly  a-head  of  the  Alexan- 
der, and  by  dint  of  flie  greatest  exertion  towed  her  off  into 
clear  water,  at  the  rate  of  three  or  four  miles  an  hour,  not 
one  minnte  too  soon  to  prevent  the  catastrophe  we  had  anti- 
eipated." 

Captain  Parry  continues  his  observatioas  on  the  eligibi- 
lity of  Baffin's  Bay  as  a  point  vrhere  the  whale  fishery  may 
be  pursued  with  great  success,  and  suggests  the  proper 
time  in  Ins  view  for  commencing  the  fishery  season.  On 
passing  Cape  Farewell,  they  met  with  a  heavy  gale  of  wind 
on  the  first  and  second  of  October.  On  the  latter  day  a 
heavy  sea  struck  the  Hecla  on  the  larboard  quarter,  which 
rendered  it  necessary  to  press  her  forward  under  more  can- 
vass. By  this  circumstance  she  lost  sight  of  the  Griper,  and 
did  not  meet  with  her  again  till  they  arrived  in  England. 
They  had  in  their  passage  across  the  Atlantic,  the  most 
vivid  appearances  of  the  Aurora  Borealis  exhibiting  a  bright- 
ness equal  to  that  of  the  moon. 

On  the  16th,  the  sea  running  high  and  the  ship  pitching 
riolently,  the  bowsprit  was  carried  away,  and  the  foremast 
and  maintopmast  very  quickly  followed.  The  main  mast  at 
one  time  appeared  in  great  danger;  but  by  the  activity 
of  the  officers  and  men  it  was  saved.    They  got  up  jury- 
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masts  with  all  possible  dispatch,  and  proceeded  on  their  wqr. 
Captain  Parry  had  appointed  Lieutenant  laddon  in  case  of 
separation,  to  meet  at  Lerwick  in  the  Shetland  Islands, 
and  to  remain  a  week  for  his  arrival,  but  on  the  28th,  the 
wind  being  fresh  from  the  northward,  he  resolved  to  pro« 
ceed  to  Leith.  On  the  30th,  Captain  Parry  landed  at  Pe- 
terhead, and  accompanied  by  Captain  Sabine  set  out  for 
London,  where  they  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  third  of 
November  1820. 

Such  were  the  excellent  methods  pursued  in  this  voyage, 
with  reference  to  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  whole  crew, 
that  the  Captain  had  the  happiness  of  seeing  every  ofiicer 
and  man  of  both  ships,  consisting  of  ninety-four  persons, 
with  the  exception  of  one  only,  return  to  their  native  country 
as  well  in  health  as  on  quitting  England  eighteen  months 
preceding. 

In  concluding  the  history  of  this  voyage,  it  cannot  but  be 
remarked,  that  the  perseverance  and  steadiness  of  purpose 
manifested  by  Captain  Parry,  are  deserving  the  highest 
praise,  and  that  all  that  human  effort  could  accomplish  was 
effected  by  him.  His  second  Voyage  presents  a  variety 
of  new  incldentip  whieh  will  be  higUy  gratifying  to  every 
reader. 


THE 
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The  informatioii  which  was  obtained  by  the  first  ?oyage» 
under  the  direction  of  Captain  Parry,  to  discover  a  NW 
passage  through  the  Arctic  Sea  into  the  Pacific,  afforded 
such  reasons  to  scientific  and  informed  men  that  there  cer- 
^  tainly  was  a  way  open  in  some  direction,  favourable  to  its  ul- 
timate success,  as  induced  the  government,  in  the  succeed- 
ing year,  to  fit  out  a  new  expedition  for  the  very  same  pur- 
pose. The  Hecla  having  been  found  so  well  fitted  for  the 
purpose,  was  again  put  into  commission ;  and  the  Fury,  a 
vessel  of  the  same  description  and  size  of  the  Hecla,  was 
also  appointed  to  ilus  service.  Captain  Parry  was  appointed 
to  the  command  of  the  Expedition,  and  received  his  com- 
mission for  his  Majest/s  ship  Fury,  of  three  hundred  and 
seventy-seven  tons  burthen,  on  the  thirtieth  of  December 
1820.  The  Hecla  was  re-commissioned  by  Captain  George 
Francis  Lyon,  on  the  fourth  of  January  following. 

The  oflBcers  who  had  accompanied  Captain  Parry  m  his 
former  expedition,  who  were  desirous  of  entering  on  this 
service,  had  the  preference  given  to  them,  and  such  of  the 
crews  as  went  on  the  former  voyage,  were  preferred,  so  far 
as  they  were  considered  fit  for  the  service.  The  Reverend 
Ooatge  Fisher  was  appointed  astronomer,  at  the  recom* 
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mendation  of  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  Soci«^ 
ety,  and  who  ako  was  to  act  as  chiylain  to  the  expedition. 

The  ships  were  strengthened  by  every  means  whioh 
could  be  devised,  to  enable  them  to  sustain  the  rough  seas 
they  were  expected  to  encounter.  The  ships  being  of  equal 
size^  the  foremasts  and  main  masts,  as  well  asoflier  timbers 
of  each  ship,  were  exactly  the  same  in  size,  so  as  to  readily 
fit  either  vessel  in  case  repairs  should  be  required  or  any 
accident  take  place.  It  had  on  former  occasions  been  the 
usual  custom  to  fit  out  one  of  the  vessels  of  lesser  burthen, 
that  she  might  be  able  to  go  into  sboaler  water  in  circum- 
stances of  necessity ;  but  Captain  Parry  remarks  that  all  such 
purposes  are  much  better  answered  by  boats,  which  ean  be 
equipped  and  dispatched  on  such  emergencies  in  a  few  mi« 
nutes,  so  that  he  gives  a  decided  preference  to  the  mode 
adopted  on  the  present  occasion.  The  voyage  now  about  to 
be  described  gave  evidence  of  the  great  utility  of  this  regn* 
lation  in  the  article  of  anchors ;  indeed  it  increased  their  re« 
sources  in  this  respect  by  &e  possibility  of  every  article  be- 
ing rendered  useful. 

A  thick  lining  of  cork  was  applied  round  the  ships  sides 
and  on  the  under  part  of  the  upper  decks,  fore  and  aft* 
Shutters  of  cork  were  also  made  for  every  window  or  other 
place,  so  as  to  surround  those  parts  of  the  ships  which 
were  occupied  by  the  people  and  to  retain  the  warmth  ex- 
cited by  the  fires.  A  method  was  also  adopted  to  convey 
a  current  of  warm  air  into  the  several  apartments  by  means  of 
HueSi 

A  vessel  or  reservoir  was  also  contrived,  so  that  the  smoke 
which  arose  from  the  gall«y-fire,  and  which  was  principally 
ttsed  for  cooking,  should  so  pass  round  the  vessel  as  to  melt 
the  snow  which  might  be  thrown  into  it  from  the  upper 
deck,  and  thus  supply  a  quantity  of  water  for  the  use  of  the 
ship.  It  was  found  fully  to  answer  all  the  needful  cOBsunq^ 
lioa. 

Hammocks  were  also  placed  for  the  men,  and  cots  fef 
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the  oflben,  so  as  to  aflTord  a  free  circulation  of  warm  air. 
Eveiy  thing  rehtive  to  mtnalling  the  aldps,  which  the  ex- 
perience of  the  former  TOjage  sn^ested  might  be  im- 
proredy  was  alao  adopted.  Preserved  meat  in  tin  cases  to 
the  amount  of  two  pounds  a  week,  and  a  quart  of  regeta- 
bte  or  concentrated-meat'  soup  per  man  for  a  period  of 
three  years.  The  q>iritB  were  at  thirty*fiye  per  cent,  above 
proofl  A  quantity  of  kihi-dried  flour  of  the  best  quality* 
was  laid  in,  to  be  baked  into  bread.  A  grent  part  of  the 
fore  bold  waa  formed  into  binns  or  bread-rooms.  The  vine- 
gar was  coneentrated  to  one-seventh  of  iOie  usual  bulk. 
The  lemon-juioe  was  stowed  in  kegs  charred  within,  and 
not  quite  fiUed*  and  of  strength  to  resist  expansion  in  case 
of  freemng,  and  a  small  quantity  of  rum  filled  into  each 
keg.  A  large  quantity  of  other  vegetables  were  also  pro- 
vided, so  as  to  form  an  abundant  supply  for  three  years  con- 
sumption. 

To  assist  them  to  carry  such  an  abundant  supply  of 
stores,  the  Nautilus  transport  was  directed  by  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Navy  Board,  to  take  parf  of  their  lading 
as  far  as  the  margin  of  the  ice  ;  some  extra  stores  were  also 
put  into  the  transport,  among  which  were  twenty  live  bul- 
locks. 

The  following  official  instructions  were  issued  by  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty  to  Captain  Parry. 

By  the  Cowimissianers  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord 
High  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain 
and  Ireland,  £fc.  £fc. 

Lord  Viscount  Melville  having  communicated  to  the 
King  the  proceedings  of  the  late  Expedition  into  the  Aro« 
tic  Seas,  and  His  Majesty  having  been  graciously  pleased 
to  express  his  commands  that  a  further  Expedition  should 
be  fitted  out,  for  the  purpose  of  rene^^ing  the  attempt  to 
discover  a  passage  by  sea  between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific 
Oceans,  and  of  oscertidning  the  geography  of  the  North- 
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ejro  bpnndaries  of  the  Ajneriean  Gontineut,  we  have  tboagy 
proper  to  appoiot  yon  to  tibe  command  of  ^be  Expeditioft ; 
aad  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  put  to  aeain 
His  Majesty's  ship  Fury  under  your  oomoiand,  togetlier 
with  His  Majesty's  ship  Heda,  whose  commander  has 
heen  placed  under  your  orders,  and  talking  also  with  you 
the  Nautilus  Transport,  which  we  have  directed  the  Navy 
Qoard  to  place  at  your  disposal,  (for  the  purpose  of  carry- 
ing a  proportion  of  your  provisions  and  stores  across  the 
Atlantic  and  Davis'  Strait.)  you  are  to  proceed  as  quickly 
as  may  be  corndslent  with  every  precaution  to  avoid  any 
risk  of  your  parting  company  from  either  the  one  ship  or 
the  other,  towards,  or  into,  Hudson's  Strait,  until  you 
shall  meet  with  the  ice,  when  you  are  to  take  the  first  fa- 
vourable opportunity  of  clearing  the  Nautilus  Tranq>ort  of 
the  provisions  and  stores  she  is  charged  with  for  the  Fury 
and  Hecla ;  and  having  so  done,  you  are  to  send  the  said 
transport  back  to  England,  sc  as  to  prevent  her  incunring 
any  risk  'of  receiving  injury  amongst  the  ice,  reporting  by 
that  opportunity  your  proceedings  to  our  Secretary  for  our 
information. 

After  having  so  cleared  and  despatched  the  Transport, 
you  are,  with  the  two  ships  of  His  Majesty  under  your  or- 
ders, to  penetrate  to  the  westward  through  Hudson's 
Strait,  until  you  reach,  either  in  Repulse  Bay  or  on  other 
part  of  the  shores  of  Hudson's  Bay,  or  to  the  north  of  Wager 
River,  some  part  of  the  coast  which  you  may  feel  convinced 
to  be  a  portion  of  the  Continent  of  America.  Tou  are  then 
to  keep  along  the  line  of  this  coast  to  the  northward,  always 
examining  every  bend  or  inlet  which  may  appear  to  you 
likely  to  afford  a  practicable  passage  to  the  westward,  in 
which  direction  it  is  the  principal  object  of  your  voyage  to 
endeavour  to  find  your  way  from  the  Atlantic  into  the  Pa- 
eifio  Ocean. 

In  Ae  event  of  your  having  consumed  the  open  weather 
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ffl  the  wrinitMition  of  tho  nortbem  boundaries  of  Hndaoa'i 
or  CuBberland  Stnuto,  and  of  your  baTmg,  at  the  cloae 
of  the  teaaOB*  retumed  into  Daris'  Strait  or  Baffint 
Baj,  or  if  yon  ahonld  bate  made  no  considerable  progress 
to  the  westward  or  northward  in  any  inlet  yon  may  have 
fonndt  it  wiU  be  for  yon  to  consider^  adder  all  the  eircum- 
stances  of  the  ease»  whether  it  may  not  be  ecqiedient  that 
foa  shonid  retam  to  England  to  replenish,  refit,  and  re- 
firesh^  rather  than  winter  on  a  part  of  the  coast  which  yon 
might  reach  again  next  season  as  early  as  would  be  neces- 
sary for  prosecnting  your  further  inquiries.  The  judgment 
which  yon  have  shewn  in  the  conduct  of  the  late  Expedi- 
flion»  and  the  experience  which  you  hove  acquired,  induce 
ns  to  trast  tins  point  to  your  own  discretion,  on  a  view  of  all 
the  diffisrent  circumstances  wUch  may  exist  at  the  time  when 
yomr  determination  is  to  be  formed. 

Should  you  be  so  successful  as  to  find  a  practicable  pas- 
sage firom  the  one  sea  to  the  other,  you  are  to  make  the  best 
of  your  way  in  accomplishing  that  object,  without  stopping 
to  examine  the  north  coast  of  America,  or  for  any  other 
object  not  of  imperious  importance ;  but  when  the  ships  are 
checked  in  their  progress  by  ice,  or  other  unavoidable  cir- 
cumstances, yon  will  take  every  opportunity  of  examining 
the  coasts  you  may  be  near,  and  making  all  useful  observa- 
tions relating  thereto. 

Shonid  you  happily  reach  the  Pacific^  you  are  to  proceed 
to  Kamsdiatka,  (if  you  think  you  can  do  so  without  risk  of 
being  shut  up  by  the  ice  on  that  coast,)  for  the  purpose  of 
delivering  to  the  Russian  governor  duplicates  of  the  journals 
and  other  documents  which  the  passage  may  have  supplied, 
with  a  request  that  they  may  be  forwarded  over  land  to  St. 
PeterBburgb,  to  be  conveyed  from  thence  to  London. 

From  Kamsf^intka  yon  will  proceed  to  the  Simdwlch 
Islands,  or  Canton,  or  such  other  place  as  you  may  think 
proper,  to  refit  the  slups  and  refresh  the  crews;  and  if 
during  your  stay  at  such  place  a  safe  opportunity  shonid 
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occur  of  Bending  papers  to  England,  yon  should  send  dupli* 
cates  bj  mch  conreyance.  And  after  haying  refitted  and  re  • 
freshed,  you  are  to  lose  no  time  in  returning  to  Enghoid  by 
such  route  as  you  may  deem  most  conyenient. 

It  may  happen  that  your  progress  along  the  aorth  coast 
of  the  American  Continent  may  be  so  slow  at  to  render  it 
desirable  that,  if  you  should  not  be  able  to  accomplish  your 
passage  into  the  Pacific  earlier  timn  the  Autumn  of  1834, 
you  should  be  assured  of  finding  a  depot  of  provisimis  at 
that  period  in  the  most  advanced  situation  to  which  they 
can  safely  be  conveyed.  In  the  event  then  of  our  not  re^ 
ceiving  from  you  such  intelligence  as  may  render  the  mea- 
sure unnecessary,  we  shall,  about  the  close  of  tiie  year  1838, 
direct  the  Commander-in-chief  on  the  South  American 
station  to  dispatch  a  vessel  with  a  supply  of  provisions  and 
stores,  so  as  to  be  at  Behring^s  Strait  about  August  or  Sep* 
tember,  1824.  The  commander  of  this  vessel  will  be  di- 
rected to  make  the  best  of  his  way  round  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales,  wliere  he  may  expect»  as  we  are  informed,  to  find 
an  inlet  in  latitude  68^  30 ,  in  which  Captain  Kotzebue  is 
stated  to  have  found  anchorage  a  few  years  since.  He  will 
be  directed  to  lie  in  that  anchoragep  or  in  the  nearest  good 
anchorage  he  may  find  to  that  latitude ;  and  he  will  be  or- 
dered to  erect,  in  the  most  prominent  and  viaible  situation, 
a  flagstaff  for  your  direction.  As  it  is  possible  that  you  may 
touch,  at  the  Sandwich  Islands,  this  Officer  will  be  directed 
to  caUi  at  Qwhy hoe,  in  order  that  if  you  should  have  passed  to 
the  soutbwacd,  he  may  not  be  put  to  the  inconvenience  of 
going  on.  to  Cape  Prince  of  Wales* 

.  Whenever  the  season  shall  be  so  far  advanced  as  to  make 
it  unsafe  to  navigate  the  ships,  on  account  of  the  long 
nights  having  set  in«  and  the  sea  being  impassaUe,  on  ao- 
count  of  ice,  you  are,  if  you  should  not  return  to  EngUmd, 
to  use  your  best  endeavours  to  discover  a  sheltered  and  safe 
harbour,  where  the  ships  may  be  pbtced  in  security  for  the 
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w»Cer,  takiiig  saoh  measures  for  the  health  aod  comfort  ot 
tho  poople  under  yovr  command,  as  the  materiab  with  which 
jon  are  sapplied  for  housing  in  the  ships,  or  hatting  the  men 
on  ahore^  may  end>Ie  yon  to  do.  And  when  you  find  it  ex 
peJUent  to  resort  to  this  measnre,  if  yon  shonld  meet  with 
any  infaaljstant8»  whether  Esquimaux  or  Indians,  near  the 
place  wheie  yon  winter,  yon  are  to  endeavour,  by  every  means 
in  your  power»  to  cultivate  a  friendship  with  them,  by  mak- 
ing tfiem  presents  of  such  articles  as  you  may  be  supplied 
with,  and  wfaidi  may  be  useful  or  agreeable  to  diem.  Tou 
will,  however,  take  care  not  to  suffer  yourself  to  be  surprised 
by  them,  but  use  every  precaution,  and  be  constantly  on 
your  guard  against  any  hostility. 

You  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them  by  such  reward, 
and  to  be  paid  in  such  manner  as  yon  may  think  best  to  an- 
swer the  purpose,  to  carry  to  any  of  the  Settlements  of  the 
Hudson's  Bay  or  North-West  Companies,  an  account  of 
your  situation  and  proceedings,  with  an  urgent  request  that 
it  may  be  forwarded  to  England  with  the  utmost  possible 
dispatch. 

We  deem  it  right  to  caution  you  against  suffering  the 
two  vessels  placed  under  your  orders  to  separate,  except 
in  the  event  of  accident  or  unavoidable  necessity ;  and  we 
desire  yon  to  keep  up  the  most  unreserved  communications 
with  tho  Commander  of  the  Hecla,  placing  in  him  every 
proper  confidence,  and  acquainting  him  with  the  general  tenor 
of  your  orders,  and  with  your  views  and  intentions,  from 
time  to  time,  in  the  execution  of  them ;  that  the  service  may 
have  the  full  benefit  of  your  united  efforts  in  the  prosecution 
of  such  a  service,  and  that,  in  the  event  of  unavoidable  sepa- 
ration, or  of  any  accident  to  yourself,  Captain  Lyon  may 
have  the  advantage  of  knowing,  up  to  the  latest  practicable 
period,  all  your  ideas  and  intentions  relative  to  a  satisfac- 
tory completion  of  the  undertaking. 

We  also  recommend  that  as  frequent  an  exchange  take 
place  as  conveniently  may  be,  of  the  observations  made  in 
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the  ivo  ships  ;  that  any  scientifie  discoTory  mad^  by  the  oae, 
be  as  quickly  as  possible  oommunioaled  for  the  adnntage 
and  guidaaoe  of  the  other»  in  making  their  fatnre  obsemh 
tions,  and  to  increase  the  chance  of  the  observations  of  both 
being  preserved. 

We  have  caused  a  great  variety  of  vakiabk  instruments 
to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  under  your  orders^  ef  whidi 
you  nrxll  be  furnished  with  a  list,  atid  for  the  return  of 
which  you  will  be  held  responsible;  and  we  have  tim, 
at  the  recommendation  of  the  President  and  Council  of  tim 
Royal  Society,  <Mrdered  to  be  received  on  board  the  Fuiy 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Fisber»  who  is  represented  to  us  as  a  gentle^ 
man  well  skilled  in  Asironcmiy^  Mathematics,  and  varions 
brandies  of  knowledge,  to  assbt  you  in  making  such  oh- 
•eivaiions  as  may  lead  to  the  improvement  of  Geography 
and  Navigation,  and  the  advancement  of  science  in 
general* 

Amongst  other  subjects  of  scientific  inquiry,  you  wiU 
particularly  direct  your  attentiott  to  the  variation  and  in- 
clination of  the  magnetic  needle,  and  the  intensity  of  the 
magnetic  force;  you  will  endeavour  to  ascertain  how  fiur 
the  needle  may  be  affected  by  the  atmospherical  electricity, 
and  what  effect  may  be  produced  on  the  electrometic  and 
magnetic  needles  on  the  appearance  of  the  Aurora  Borealis. 
You  will  keep  a  correct  register  of  the  temperature,  of  the 
air,  and  of  the  sea  at  the  surface,  and  at  different  depths. 
You  will  cause  frequent  observations  to  be  made  for  ascer- 
taining the  refiraction,  and  what  effect  may  be  produced  by 
observing  an  object,  either  celestial  or  tenOstrial,  over  a 
field  of  ice,  as  compared  with  objects  observed  over  a  sur- 
face of  water;  leather  with  such  other  meteorokgioal 
remarks' as  you  may  have  oppcHrtnnities  of  making.  Yon 
are  ilso  lb  attend  particularly  to  the  height,  direction,  and 
strength,  of  the  tides,  and  to  the  set  and  velocity  of  the 
cnnrenls;  the  depth  and  soundings  of  the  sea,  and  the  na- 
ture of  tbe  bottonit  for  which  purpose  you  are  supplied  wHb 


TO  TMS   NORTH   POLB.  7] 

ftB  iMUmnieBt  better  calculated  to  bring  up  subataiices  tH^in 
the  leadusiially  eMployed  for  thiapurp^^e. 

And  you  are  to  understand,  that  although  the  -finding  a 
panage  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  P^ific  is  the  main  object 
of  this  expedition^  and  that  the  ascertaining  the  Northern 
boundary  of  the  American  Continent  is  the  next,  yet  that 
the  different  observations  you  may  be  enabled  to  make,  with 
regard  to  the  magnetic  inSuenoe,  as  well  as  such  other  ob- 
senratioBs  as  you  may  have  opportunities  of  majLing  in  Na« 
tural  History,  Oeography,  tto.  in  parts  of  the  globe  so  httle 
known^  must  prove  most  valuable  and  interesting  to  science; 
and  vre  therefore  desire  you  to  give  your  unremitting  atten- 
tioBy  and  to  call  that  of  ril  the  officers  under  your  command^ 
to  diese  points,  as  bekig  objects  of  the  highest  importance* 
And  you  are  to  direct  Mr.  Fisher  to  be  particularly  careful 
to  keep  an  accurate  register  of  all  the  observations  that  shall 
be  made,  precisely  in  the  s&me  forms,  and  according  to  the 
tame  arrangements,  that  were  followed  by  Captain  Sabine 
oa  the  late  voyage ; — into  whose  charge  are  also  to  be  given 
the  several  chronometers  with  which  yon  have  been  sup- 
plied. 

And  although,  as  already  specified,  you  are  not  to  be 
drawn  aside  from  the  main  object  of  the  service  on  which 
you  are  employed,  as  long  as  you  may  be  enabled  to  make 
any  progress,  yet,  whenever  you  may  be  impeded  by  the 
icd,  or  find  it  necessary  to  approach  the  coasts  of  the  con- 
tinent or  islands,  you  are  to  cause  views  of  bays,  harbours, 
headlands,  8cc.  to  be  carefullv  taken,  the  better  to  illus- 
trate  the  charts  you  may  make,  and  the  places  you  may 
discover,  on  which  duty  you  will  be  more  particularly 
asristed  by  Captain  Lyon  and  Mr.  BushnaU)  Assistant  Sur- 
veyor 

You  are  to  make  use  of  all  the  means  in  your  power  to 
collect  and  preserve  such  specimens  of  the  Animal,  Mine- 
ral, and  Vegetable  Kingdoms,  as  yon  can  convenient^ 
slew  on  board  the  ships;  salting  in  casks  the  skins  of  the 
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larger  animals^  as  well  as  causing  accurate  drawings  to  be 
made  to  accompanj  and  elucidate  the  deimptiona  of  thtai ; 
in  this,  as  well  as  in  every  other  part  of  your  scientific 
duty,  we  trust  that  yon  will  receiYe  material  assistance 
from  Mr.  Fisher,  and  the  other  Officers  under  your  com- 
mand. 

In  the  event  of  any  irreparable  accident  happening  to 
either  of  the  two  ships,  you  are  to  cause  the  Officers  and 
Crew  of  the  disabled  ship  to  be  removed  into  the  other, 
and  with  her  singly  to  proceed  in  prosecution  of  the  Voy- 
age, or  return  to  England,  according  as  circumstances 
shall  appear  to  require;  understanding  that  the  Officers 
and  Crews  of  both  ships  are  hereby  auttorized  and  re- 
quired to  continue  to  perform  their  duties  according 
to  their  respective  ranks  and  stations,  on  board  either 
ship  to  which  they  may  be  so  removed,  in  the  event 
of  an  occurrence  of  this  nature.  Should  unfortunately 
your  own  ship  be  the  one  disabled,  you  are  in  that  case  to 
take  the  command  of  the  Hccla ;  and  in  the  event  of  any 
fatal  accident  happening  to  yourself,  Captain  Lyon  is 
hereby  authorised  to  take  the  command  of  the  Expedition, 
either  on  board  the  Fury  or  Hecla,  as  he  may  prefer,  placing 
the  officer  who  may  then  be  next  in  seniority  to  him,  in  com- 
mand of  the  second  ship ;  also  in  the  event  of  your  inability, 
by  sickness  or  otherwise,  to  continue  to  carry  these  Instruc- 
tions into  execution,  you  are  to  transfer  them  to  Captain  Lyon, 
or  to  the  surviving  officer  then  next  in  command  to  you,  em- 
ployed on  the  expedition,  who  is  hereby  required  to  execute 
them  in  the  best  manner  he  can  for  the  attainment  of  the  se- 
veral objects  in  view. 

His  Majesty's  Government  having  appointed  Captain 
Franklin  to  the  command  of  an  Expedition  to  explore  the 
northern  coast  of  North  America,  from  the  mouth  of  the 
Coppermine  Biver  of  Hearne,  eastward,  it  would  be  desir- 
able, if  you  should  reach  that  coast,  that  you  should  mark 
fpmt  progress  by  ereotiog  a  flagstaif  in  a  few  of  the  most 
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OMfMieal  «Bd  4iitiiigui«liable  p«aU  wUob  yoa  may  suc- 
CiMiTdy  irUtt  and  you  are  to  bury  at  the  foot  of  each  etaff 
a  botlley  ooatA&aiBg  eiioh  inforoiation  as  may  be  aseful  to 
Captaia  Firanklin,  and  euch  further  partieulare  respeotinf. 
your  own  proceedings  as  you  may  think  proper  to  add ;  cor-' 
rsspoading  instruotiona  bating  been  giten    to  Captain 
Franklki  to  leaTc  a  similar  notice  at  any  convenient  pMF$  ofj 
the  coast  which  he  may  discover  between  the  mouth  of  the 
said  river  and  the  eastern  part  of  North  America.    And  in 
tko^WUlcf  your  getting  to  the  westward  ofHearne*s  ^%v, 
yon  sbonld  occasionally  do  the  same  with  a  view  to  multiply 
the  chanccf  of  our  hearing  of  your  progress.    In  the  event 
of  yow  finding  Captain  Franldin  and  his  party  on  any^part 
of  the  ooaat  of  Americai  (which  being  possible,  you  should 
look  out  for  and  attend  to  any  aignals  that  may  be  displayed  on 
the  shoresy)  you  are,  if  he  should  wish  it,  to  receive  him 
and  his  party  into  His  Majesty's  ships  under  your  command, 
bearing  tiiem  as  supernumeraries  for  victuals  until  you  re- 
turn) or  you  have  other  means  of  forwarding  them  to  Bug- 
land. 

Tou  are,  whilst  executing  the  service  pointed  out  in  these 
instructions,  to  take  every  opportunity  that  may  offer  of  ac- 
quainting our  Secretary,  for  our  information,  with  your 
progress :  and  on  your  arrival  in  England,  you  are  imme- 
diately to  repair  to  this  office,  in  order  to  lay  before  us  a 
full  account  of  your  proceedings  in  the  whole  course  of  your 
voyage ;  taking  care,  before  you  lea? e  the  ship,  to  demand 
from  the  Officers,  Petty  Officers,  and  all  other  persons  on 
board,  the  logs  and  journals  they  may  have  kept,  together 
with  any  drawings  or  charts  they  may  have  made,  which 
are  all  to  be  sealed  up ;  and  you  will  issue  similar  orders 
to  Captain  Lyon  and  his  officers,  &c. ;  the  said  logs.  Jour* 
nals,  or  other  documents  to  be  thereafter  disposed  of  as  we 
rnnLj  think  proper. 

P.  V.  4.  I. 
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Given  under  our  hands  this  27th  of  April,  1821 

^    (Signed)  O.  CockburNp 

II.    UOTHAM, 

G.  Clerk. 
By  Command  of  their  Lordships, 

(Signed)         J.  W.  Crokru. 

To  WilUam  Edward  Parry,  Esq  ,  Com- 
mander  ^  His  Majesty*s  Vessel  ihe 
Fort,  at  Deptford, 

Names  of  the  ofiicersy  &c.  yt\\o  sailed  on  board  the  two 

ships. 

On  hoard  the  Fury. 
William  Edward  Parry, ....  Commander. 

^^>f.George  Fisher, Chaplain  and  Astrononier* 

Joseph  Nias,  Andrew  Reid,  Lieutenants. 

John  Edwards, Surgeon. 

William  Harvey  Hooper, ....  Purser. 

James  Skeoch, Assistant  Surgeon* 

Messrs.  Henderson,  Crozier,  7 

Ross,  and  Busbnan,  S   *»'''*»''?«>*"• 

James  Halse,  Clerk. 

James  Scallon, Gunner. 

William  Smith,    Boatswain. 

George  Fiddis,    Carpenter. 

John  Allison,  Greenland  Master. 

George  Crawford,  Greenland  Mate. 

With  43  inferior  officers  and  seamen. 

On  hoard  ihe  Hecla. 

George  Francis  Lyon,    Commander. 

Henry  Parkyns  Hoppner,   1 

Charles  Palmer, J    Lieutenants. 

Alexander  Fisher, Surgeon. 

John  Jermain^ Purser. 

Allan  M'LareOi .»..••.  Assistant  Surgeon. 
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Messrs.  Bhfelrer,  Richards^  1 
-    Griffiths;  sDd  Bird,  ....     S  Mldsliipmao. 

W.  Moggt  Cl«*- 

Joseph  Macklin, Gunner.  ^    .r. 

Joseph  Lilley, Boatswaint 

Charles  Parfer,    Carpenter. 

Gteorge  Fife^    ^ Greenlaud  MaateTi    •  v 

Alexander  Elder,    ^ Greenland  Mate. 

With  49  other  officers  and  seamsa. 
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The  two  ships,  with  the  Nautilus  transport  ladeo  with 
provisions,  left  the  Noreon  the  8lh  of  May,  and  on  the  14th 
of  June  encountered  the  first  ice-berg  in  the  entiwiM  of 
DsTis's  Strait;  and  having  here  cleared  the  Nautilus.of  her 
pro? isions,  and  dispatched  her  homewards,  they  made  aail 
to  the  westward,  and  proceeded  up  Hudson's  Strait  with  as 
much  speed  as  contrary  winds,  tides,  currents,  andfloeaof  ice 
always  in  motiun,  would  permit;  the  last  of  which  uaaallyy. 
perha|)s  invariably,  hamper  all  ships  that  attempt  ta^pass 
through  them  previous  to  the  month  of  August ;  so  much 
more  difficult  is  the  navigation  of  this  strait,  than  that  at 
Davis  or  Baffin's  Bay,  which  are  open  and  navigable^  with 
little  or  no  risk,  as  early  as  the  month  of  May. 

On  the  first  of  July  they  passed  a  whaler  apparently 
homeward  bou^id  and  deeply  laden.  On  the  1 4th  thej 
saw  three  sliipn- belonging  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  faotories, 
carrying  settlers  for  the  Red  Biver.  The  wind  blowing  a 
gale,  the  ice  suddenly  closed,  and  nearly  carried  the  Hecla*s 
bowsprit  away.  The  Fury  also  received  a  scTere  pressure, 
msking  her  timbers  crack,  but  being  so  strongly  built  and 
fortified  for  this  service,  the  injury  she  sustained  was  not 
material.  Captain  Parry  on  the  succeeding  day  s^nt  to  re« 
quest  a  visit  from  the  master  of  one  of  the  ships  in  sight. 
Accordingly  Mr.  Davidson,  the  master  of  the  Prince  of 
Wales,  went  oh  board  the  Fury.  He  said  that  they  had  on  * 
boAfd  one  hundred  and  sixiy  settlers  for  the  Red  RtTor. 
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They  cousisted  of  males  and  females  of  diiEMrent  ages.  Be- 
fore parting  they  sent  letters  on  board  for  England,  to  their 
different  friends,  and  also  dispatches  to  the  GoYernment, 
with  particulars  of  their  passage  hitherto. 

They  continued  to  proceed  slowly  to  the  westward  until 
the  21st,  when  in  latitude  OL^  50'  they  fell  in  with  several 
islands ;  and  the  wind  changing,  they  anchored  to  an  ice- 
berg.    They  had  not  been  long  in  this  situation,  before  they 
observed  a  number  of  canoes  putting  off  from  the  shore  and 
making  towards  the  ships.     On  approaching  the  ships,  they 
hauled  their  canoes  up  on  the  ice,  and  without  delay  or  ti- 
midity manifested  a  desire  to  trade.    The  commodities  they 
brought  with  them  consisted  of  the  skins  of  seals,  bears, 
foxes,  deer,  jic.  whalebone,  spears,  and  blubber.    It  was 
soon  manifest  that  they  had  been  accustomed  to  trade  in 
this  way,  and  that  they  were  for  procuring  the  best  articles 
in  their  estimation  for  the  commodities  they  had  to  dispose 
of.     Knives,  nails  and  pieces  of  iron  were  offered  them  in 
return,  and  the  manoevures  of  the  keenest  trader  were  ma- 
nifested by  them  in  driving  their  bargains ;  and  when  they 
bod,  in  their  own  judgment,  obtained   a  valuable  return, 
they  manifested  their  satisfaction  by  jumping  about  and  other 
uncouth  modes.     As  had  been  observed  of  the  Esquimaux 
M  the  River  Clyde  on  the  former  voyage,  they  always  licked 
tfith  their  tongues   whatever  articles   they  obtained,  and 
then  they  appearetl  to  consider  the  contract  as  binding. 
This  party  of  Esquimaux  consisted  of  seventeen  persons ; 
and  they  were  quickly  followed  by  another  party  consisting 
of  soveral  women  and  four  men  with  skins,  oil  and  blubber. 
These  latter  were  so  extremely  tenacious  of  obtaining  a  high 
price  from  the  people  of  the  Fury,  that  only  a  part  was  pur- 
eliased  by  them,  and  the  Esquimaux  thinking  to  drive  a  bet- 
ter bargain,  quitted  this  ship  and  rowed  to  the  Heela,  where 
however  they  ultimately  sold  their  oil  at  a  lower  price  than 
luid  been  offered  them  by  the  other  ship.     Several  other 
boots  afterwards  came  from  the  shore,  eagh  boat  contaming 
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§ftm  foWteett  to  »b«tti  twioe  dial  nambar  of  person^  m  giMt 
p«rt  h^ngf&mkUm  i  to  ihmi  not  lew  Chan  uk  hundred  or  mora 
af  IhoDatrrea  paid  them  a  viiii  ia  the  ooorae  of  the  day4^'(>:« 

Tbeae  people  welna  extremaly  disposed  to  pilfor,  anA^lo 
poweaa  wfaateTer  they  coold  lay  their  hands  on.  Their  aa- 
snranee  and  want  of  ahame  when  detected  in  anch  attampta 
was  not  leaa  than  the  bold  and  daring  manner  in  which  they 
made  their  eflforta. 

Their  manner  of  hedibg  was  most  disgusting  and  ftUhy. 
They  licked  the  oil  whioh  remained  attached  to  the  sluna 
the  ahipa  orew  bad  Just  emptied^  and  eat  the  raw  Uuhher, 
tha  appearance  and  smell  of  which  were  extremely  disgusting^ 
This  disgost  bowerer  okcited  the  mirth  of  the  Esquimaux ; 
and  they  would  follow  the  people,  with  a  piece  of  blubber 
or  rttw  meat  dripping  with  oil  and  filth,  infitingtbem  to  eat. 
Two  of  the  women  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  sell  their 
children,  which  it  was  supposed  they  would  hsTc  parted 
with  for  articles  of  small  value.  Ou  the  22nd,  the  wind  be- 
coming  faTourable,  the  ships  made  sail  up  the  strait  to  the 
westward,  and  they  began  to  make  cousiderable  progress. 

They  continued  sailing  till  the  Slat,  passing  scTcral  ia- 
lands.  They  saw  also  a  number  of  seals  and  a  sea-horae,  ako 
some  fish  were  noticed  as  jumping  out  of  the  water,  which 
were  anpposed  to  be  salmon.  The  latitude  was  64^  1'^  and 
longitude  It^  48^.  They  saw  a  number  of  islands  sprini^led 
•long  the  coast';  and  at  a  distance  to  the  south-west,  had  a 
sight  of  Salisbury  Island.  In  tlie  afternoon  they  perceived 
an  oomidb  or  large  boat  of  the  Esquimaux,  making  sail  to* 
warda  them,  together  with  several  canoes.  The  ships  lay 
to  for  them  to  come  near.  The  boat  contained  sixteen  pet- 
sena,  almoat  the  whole  of  them  women  and  children,  and 
having  traded  with  them  for  a  short  time,  the  ships  proceeds 
on  their  way.  The  next  day  they  passed  Nottingham  ink 
land,  and  were  visited  by  other  Esquimaux  in  canoes  mw4 
Mooomioft.  They  exchanged  a  few  art  idea  with  them  ihr 
some  skill  dressts,  some  tusks  of  the  walrua;  and  aome 
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These  people  brought  also  a  variety  of  toys,  as  spears,  bows 
and  anrowi^,  a  canoe  with  paddles,  all  of  a  diminutive  size. 
Many  of  their  jackets,  particularly  those  of  the  women, 
were  lined  with  the  skins  of  birds,  having  their  featli>^rs  in- 
ward. 

The  ships  made  considerable  way  during  the  night,  but 
in  the  following  morning  they  found  themselves  so  beset 
wiih  ice  as  to  prevent  their  progress,  and  the  ships  re- 
ceived many  violent  blows  from  the  moving  masses.  Their 
latitude  was  now  04^  59'  and  their  longitude  79^  40  ;  and 
being  arrived  at  that  point  from  whence  the  new  discoveries 
were  to  commence,  it  became  a  matter  of  most  serious  ques^ 
tion  in  what  rout  to  direct  the  further  progress  of  the  ships  ; 
and  after  much  consideration  Captain  Parry  resolved  to 
direct  his  attention  to  the  examination  of  the  continental 
coast  from  Cape  Hope  northwards.  Having  thus  far  de- 
termined, another  consideration  presented  itself;  whether 
tt>  make  the  circuitous  rout  round  the  south-end  of  South- 
ampton Island,  or  attempt  a  direot  passage  through  the 
Frozen  Strait.  The  one  route  would  require  them  to  sail 
the  distance  of  one  hundred  and  seventy  leagues  before  they 
reached  the  point  where  their  operations  were  to  commence, 
while  the  passage  through  the  Frozen  Strait  would  not  ex- 
ceed fifty  leagues  ;  a  matter  of  no  small  moment  in  sailing 
through  these  icy  seas.  He  came  to  the  determination  of 
attempting  the  passage  of  the  Frozen  Strait ;  not,  he  says, 
without  considerable  anxiety  lest  the  non-existence  of  the 
Straity  or  the  insuperable  obstacle  of  its  frozen  slate,  should 
add  to  the  loss  of  time  which  now  could  so  ill  be  spared. 

Having  come  to  this  determination,  the  ships  had  to  wait 
till  some  change  in  the  state  of  the  ice  became  favourable  to 
their  progress,  until  the  middle  of  the  dav*  On  the  4th  of 
August  the  prospect  was  most  unpromising ;  when  almost 
on  a  sudden,  the  sea  became  navigable  by  the  ice  separating 
in  a  most  extraordinary  manner,  evidencing  the  peceliari- 
tics  attached  to  the  navigation  of  these  seas,  shewing  the 
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ponibiUty  of  niakiiig  progress  at  one  period,  which  mt  another 
may  become  impenetrable.  The  ice  now  disappeared  in  the 
most  rapid  manner,  and  making  sail  to  the  westward,  the 
ship  soon  made  Southampton  Island.  After  a  run  of  abont 
forty  miles  the  ships  were  again  obstructed  by  the  ice,  being 
m  latitude  65^  22^  and  in  longitude  81''  24\  Some  of  the 
floes  or  bodies  of  ice  by  which  they  were  now  beset,  measured 
half  a  mile  each  way. 

Tbey  continued  to  force  their  way  as  opportunities  offered 
of  penetrating  through  the  ice,  and  by  experience  discovered 
that  their  progress  to  the  westward  was  best  effected  when 
the  wind  directly  opposed  them ;  for  a  westerly  wind  always 
conveyed  away  large  bodies  of  ice  from  that  quarter,  and 
left  a  large  space  of  open  water,  through  which,  if  they  at* 
tended  to  the  moment  of  the  gale  ceasing,  tbey  were  able  tt 
make  conaderable  progress. 

On  the  13th  the  ships  approached  the  entrance  of  the 
Straity  but  the  ice  was  too  close  to  admit  of  their  making 
much  way,  although  they  used  every  endeavour  to  warp  the 
ships  through.  A  strong  breeze  to  the  westward  two  days 
after  drove  them  a  few  miles  back,  but  this  was  compensated 
by  its  clearing  away  the  ice,  and  enabling  the  Fury  to  get 
forward :  the  Hecia  however  was  so  beset,  and  driven  to  the 
eastward  as  to  lose  sight  of  the  Fury.  Captain  Parry,  ac« 
companied  by  Mr.  Ross,  left  the  ship  to  make  observations, 
and  landed  on  Southampton  Island.  Carrying  the  boat 
above  highwater  mark,  and  making  a  tent  of  the  sail  of  the 
boat,  they  passed  the  night  on  shore.  They  perceived 
traces  of  its  having  at  some  former  period  been  occupied  by 
Esquimaux. 

On  the  22nd  they  found  they  had  entirely  passed  through 
the  Frozen  Strmt,  and  were  unexpectedly  m  Repulse  Bay. 
Roats  from  the  Fury  and  the  Hecla  were  dispatched  to  land. 
They  found  the  remains  of  at  least  sixty  habitatious  of  the 
Esquimaux,  but  saw  no  inhabitants.  A  variety  of  artiSciel 
structures  of  these  people  and  piles  of  stones,  which  it  was 
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supposed  furore  set  up  as  land  marks  to  guide  them  when  the 
ground  was  covered  with  snow,  were  also  noticed.  Lieu- 
tenant Palmer  was  dispatched  with  a  boat  to  examine  dif- 
ferent parts  of  the  bay,  agreeable  to  the  directions  of  the 
Lords  of  the  Admiralty ;  and  it  clearly  appeared  from  the 
report  he  made,  that  there  was  no  passage  out  of  the  bay 
to  the  westward,  but  that  it  was  surrounded  by  a  continuity 
of  land. 

It  now  remained  for  the  expedition  to  proceed  along  the 
eoast  to  the  northward,  and  examine  any  inlet  which 
might  present  a  prospect  of  a  passage  to  the  westward* 
After  clearing  Repulse  Bay,  they  sailed  along  the  northern 
shore  of  the  Frozen  Strait  Having  approached  on  the 
twenty-third  to  the  mouth  of  an  opening,  which  presented 
a  favourable  prospect  of  a  passage,  but  which  a  body  of  ice 
filling  up  the  channel  rendered  it  impossible  for  the  ships  or 
boats  to  enter,  Capttiin  Lyon,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Bush- 
Ban  and  two  seamen  from  each  ship,  was  dispatched  to  land 
and  examine  it  more  particularly.  They  took  a  tent,  blan- 
kets and  four  days  provisions.  Captain  Parry  cast  anchol 
to  wait  his  return ;  but  the  loose  and  heavy  ice  at  the  mouth 
of  the  inlet  came  with  great  force,  and  gave  the  Fury  some 
violent  shocks,  causing  the  anchor  to  drag^  and  ultimately 
broke  ofif  both  the  flukes,  and  polished  the  iron  stock  quite 
blight  by  rubbing  against  the  rocks. 

On  the  25th  Captain  Lyon  returned  with  his  party,  and 
itaited  that  the  inlet  appeared  to  be  bounded  by  land  at 
about  seven  miles  distance.  In  the  course  of  his  journey  he 
passed  the  remains  of  many  Esquimaux  habitations,  but 
which  did  not  appear  to  have  been  recently  occupied.  At 
another  place  they  met  with  a  variety  of  store  rooms  of 
these  people,  (as  they  supposed  them  to  be.)  They  also 
passed  a  kind  of  paved  walk,  being  an  assemblage  of  flat 
stones,  set  up  edgeways,  each  about  three  yards  apart,  ex- 
tending fo  the  length  of  about  five  hundred  yards.  The  wea- 
ther during  almost  the  whole  of  the  time  which  Ctaptaio 
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LfOB  WM  abtettty  wm  rainy,  or  snowed,  or  was  foggy,  so 
at  to  preteni  his  obtaining  a  saiisfaetory  ?iew  of  the  eoua* 
try,  but  his  conelasion  was  the  probability  of  the  ezistenoe 
of  a  passage  to  the  NE. 

Captain  Lyon  remained  on  board  the  Fury  during  the 
night,  and  arranged  with  Captain  Parry  the  plan  of  tlieir 
future  operations.  They  concluded  that  there  certainly  was 
a  communication  between  the  Froxen  Strait  and  asea  to  tlie 
northward  and  eastward  of  it,  and  it  was  determined  to  use 
erery  tttort  to  disooYer  it.  From  the  narrowness  of  the 
Aannel,  the  strength  of  the  tides,  and  weight  of  the  ioop 
tiiere  presented  so  many  haiardous  circumstances  to  their 
notice  as  indueed  them  to  resolve  on  finding  some  place  of 
dielter  Ibr  the  ships,  during  the  time  necessary  for  examin* 
ing  the  passage.  To  seek  for  a  secure  situation  therefore. 
Captain  Lyon,  accompanied  by  Mr«  Bushnan,  again  pro* 
ceeded. 

At  this  time  the  Fury  was  placed  in  a  most  perilous  situ- 
ation. The  night  being  very  foggy,  and  the  tide  driving 
the  ship  too  close  to  Passage  Island,  Captain  Parry  or* 
dered  her  to  be  got  under  sail  that  be  might  act  as  circum- 
stances should  require.  A  large  space  of  open  water  was 
observed  at  not  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant ;  but 
notwithstanding  every  efibrt,  the  tide  was  driving  the  ship 
between  the  island  and  a  small  rock  lying  to  the  eastward. 
Every  exertion  to  resist  this  appearing  useless,  and  the  tide 
driving  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  and  a  half  an  hour,  their  eflforts 
were  directed  to  keep  her  in  mid-cbanneK  Had  they 
grounded,  with  the  heavy  masses  of  ice  driving  around 
them,  every  probability  was  that  the  ship  would  be  wrecked  ; 
but  fortunately  the  ship  drove  through  without  sustaining 
any  injury.  At  dsy*light  on  the  twenty-sixth,  after  a  most 
anxious  night,  they  found  themselves  about  the  middle  ot 
the  Froxen  Strait.  The  Heola,  having  narrowly  escaped  a 
similar  situation,  rejoined  her  consort  iu  the  morninfi^.  At 
eleven  Captain  Lyon  proceeded  to  search  for  a  place  of  safety 

P.  V.  4.  If 
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far '  tiie  Mfs^  and  returned  at  nine  in  the  e? eninf ^  alniing 
that  he  had  found  a  smaii  baj,  fvbicb  was  clear  of  ice,  and 
jMA  did  jiot  appear  to  be  influenced  by  -the  tide,  but .  re^ 
qaeating  Captain  Parry  to  give  it  hia  own  peraonal  ex^ 
Mriaalio*^ 

'•:  'Acoordingly  the  next  day  Captain  Parry  and  Mr.  Bn8h# 
Mi  proceeded  to  ^xaDsine  the  aituation.  -On  arriving  atii^ 
k-qiptniod  to  be  almoit  entirely  filled  mith  ice.  Aacending 
%<liillwhlcb-iraa  naar^  they  observed  another  bay,  andfind^ 
log  good  andiorage,  retomed  to  the-ahipa, 'plaohig  a  flag 
I  on  a  roasa  of  grounded  ice  nea^  a-shoal  point  at  the  eiltraneek 
5  '^  The  Fury  getting  unde^  vi^,  made  ail  sail  for  the  Inlet. 
On  paasing  the  ahoal  on  which  the  flag  was  fixed,  the  witter 
aoddenly  shoaled  to  two  or  three  quarten  fathema ;  butoarry«> 
ing  a  press  of  sail  the  ship  heeled,  and  ^by  that  means  did 
not  touch  the  grouml,  and  they  anchored  in  aafety.  It  ap-^ 
peared  that  a  quantity  of  grounded  ice  had  changed  its  po* 
siliony  and  thus  placed  them  in  great  peril ;  and  to  prevent 
danger  to  the  Ilecia,  a  boat  was  placed  off  the  reef. 

Captains  Parry  and  Lyon  now  set  out  in  tlieir  boats  to 
examine'  two  different  channela,  with  a  view  to  aacertain 
through  which  to  talce  the  sibips.  Captain  Parry  prooeeded 
to  the  northern  shore,  steering  for  the  highest  hills.  They 
pitebed  their  tents,  and  covered  with  their  blankets,  lay  un- 
til fbor  o'clock  in  the  morning,  when  accompanied  by  Mr. 
Rosa,  they  ascended  x  .hill  to  look  out  for  a  passage  for  the 
abipa ;  thtyf^und their  vicvwlibwever  circumscribed  by  another 
^Ua  few  miles* diatant,-and  which  rose  oonsiderably  higher. 
Tliey  returned  therefore  to  their  tents  to  breakfast.  Captain 
Barry  now  feeling,  himself  aawell  left  the  examination  to 
]fi|  Ross,  who,  with  his  party  proceeded  i^oordiogly.  On 
Ids  return,.Mr.  Ross  stated,  that  on  aacending  the  hill,  be 
fiound  himself  overlooking  an  extenaive  range  of  sea.  That 
thm  appeared,  to  be  aaveral  islands^  which  were  incum- 
bered with  ice,  and  that  the  sea  appeared  to  extend  to  the 
Mrthwardp  the  direction  in  wbich  Captain  Lyon  waa  pror 
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tMCr  hojty  #>d  eloetedfof  ODothfer  ieUod>  eod  hyiliy 
eifelefd  §  4^.  piif^^iiinmlar  poiat  ap  a  direolioiii  <«  te 
•Upev-.tflfj.inBlpriieddpiirbcM^    *.        .-.•.,    i  ...^Vf..«iM> 

,tp«p^iip  1^119  mmI  Mi  polity  Jhid»^diariB9tiii«f  pweMled 
.i^ltlpfqrt||Mr«r,4|l«i|ML    TiMyroewtho'hoUoaioU'tewit: 
T^ Itao  nortfaLwerd  thej  hedtbe  ?iew  ofa  eoUe  bejry  io irtMi 
wei:^  ,a  |||i|r  inlands ;  to  tbe  eaalfvard  was  a  large  opeatag^ 
tbe  sea.     Tbe  land  on  tbe  eastern  side  of  the  strait  was  evt^ 
deatly  aa  isji^id,  and  was  named  Georgina  Island.      \'^  ^  ^ 
The- ships  had  now  to  pass  through  a  narrow  strait  Sr 
channel  to  which  the  name  of  Hurd*s  Channel  was  given; 
and  for  safety  three  boats  were  prcYiously  seat  to  talLo  sound- 
ings.   All  things  being  ready  on  the  thirtieth,  and  Ihepeai- 
per  tiqie  for  aailing  arrived,  not  a  breath  of  wind  wasstfaniag'y 
so  that  they  w^re  obliged  to  remain  at  aaohor  till  the  Maf 
,ebb  tide.    Shortly  after  three  in  the  afteraoon,  a  light  #Bid' 
springing  np,  the  Fury  weighed,  and  was  by  the  help* frf^ 
the  hosts,  got  into  the  set  of  the  tide.    The  ioe  was  dnfiDf^ 
at  the  rate  of  five  miles  an  hour  when  a  sadden  gostof  witftt* 
oame  on  and  had  nearly  driven  the  ship  on  shore ;  aiid' tIJtf' 
JPurywas  twice  turned  completely  roiind.     The  Heels'm 
.nraadlng  a.  point  was  beset  by  the  ice,  in  which-  sitiiaftlMi 
she  remained  for  two  hours,  hot  by  the  aaslstanee  tf  tM 
;bp«ts  was  at  length  towed  out  into  clear  waier.  ',  ^ 

<  Ob  the  first  of  Sc»itsmber  the  appearance  of  the  idSs  'iifiit. 
verf  pafavoqfrabte  to  their  proceeding  to  the  fioHawAA; 
.Ta  th?  nfl|rth*east,  aod  to  thesoath-south^west,  there au^^ 
•oflilBg  .bnt  itcii,  and  that  cntlref  j  covered  w|ntk«i>; 

H  2  * 
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About  Dooo,  the  Fury  in  endeaTouring  to  sail  through  sonw 
new  ice,  was  so  beset  as  to  require  the  assistance  of  the 
Heola.  Captain  Lyon  sent  his  boats  with  lines  to  be  fas- 
tened to  the  Fury*  and  by  the  impulse  thus  imparted,  tog^ 
ther  with  the  aid  of  the  wind,  the  ship  got  through :  the 
lines  howcTer  broke  in  the  effort. 

The  annals  of  na? ig^tion  perhaps  do  not  furnish  an  in« 
stance  of  diflSculties  to  be  grappled  with,  and  dangers  so 
frequent  and  long  continued,  as  occurred  from  the  first  en- 
trance of  the  Froien  Strait  till  finally  getting  out  of  it.  Nor 
was  this  all ;  slow  as  their  progress  had  hitherto  been,  they 
had  the  mortification  on  the  2nd  of  September  to  find  that 
they  had  drifted  back  to  the  same  spot  where  they  had  been 
a  full  month  before.  This  most  disheartening  eireamstance, 
at  this  time  when  the  navigable  season  was  so  far  advanced, 
did  not  however  abate  their  exertions. 

The  month  of  September  was  employed  in  examining  se- 
veral inlets  to  which  they  gave  the  names  of  Lyon*s  Inlet, 
Iloppner^s  Inlet,  Gore  Bay,  and  Rosses  Bay.  A  number 
of  coves  and  creeks  were  also  minutely  examined  to  their 
respective  terminations,  so  that  an  extent  of  newly  disco- 
vered coast  to  the  amount  of  more  than  two  hundred  leagues 
vras  explored.  In  almost  every  place  on  which  they  landed 
traces  of  the  Esquimaux  having  been  on  the  spot  were  evi- 
dent. 

In  proceeding  with  the  boats  to  examine  the  coast.  Cap- 
tain Parry  on  one  occasion,  observed  three  persons  on  a  hill 
looking  at  tliem  ;  and  as  the  boats  sailed  on,  these  persons 
ran  towards  them,  and  called  to  them.  The  boats  accord- 
ingly put  in,  and  the  people  landed  and  went  to  them.  Con- 
trary to  what  had  been  experienced  on  former  occasions,  on 
approaching  them  they  remained  silent,  and  manifested  no 
disposition  to  hold  an  intercourse.  These  people  in  their  fi- 
gure and  appearance  were  also  different  from  their  former 
acquaintance,  not  being  so  round  visaged.  There  were  two 
men,  and  one  boy  of  about  ten  years  of  age.     Each  had  in 
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<Mi  MdwBfe^im  made  with  them  for  om  of  these  emm^i^ 
«tiA  a  kBifa  wu  giveo.  At  flrat  they  appeared  a  litlltMri 
liiedy  b«t  a  lanifiarity  was  soon  established.  The  fasif 
^ejqiiesaiiig  a  desire  to  tisii  their  habiUUons,  the  Esqahaatt 
most  readily  led  the  way.  The  dislanee  was  about; two 
■Ues^  over  very  rough  grouad ;  but  these  peo^  itifp^ 
sloBg-with  a  aimbleoesf  which  the  Eoglieh  oouM  not  folhNa^ 
As  they  drew  near  their  dwellings^  two  women  with  obiUiMi 
aw  their  haoke  came  oat  to  me«t  (hem.  Their  teat  or  dwifih 
Jiag  plaee  was  sitaated  on  a  rising  ground^  oommaadfaigr^ 
iini&w  of  dm  sfls^  Shortly  afker  their  arrival  two  ehUdnni 
joined  them.*  Only  tfirea  persons  ooeupied  this  tent,.tl|e 
habitations  iif  the  others  being  farther  distant.  These  paoi- 
|>le  were  more  eleanly  than  most  of  the  Esquimaux  they 
had  formerly  met  with,  both  in  their  persons  and  in  their 
habitations. 

As  soon  as  a  familiarity  was  established  they  began  to  ask 
for  iron,  and  they  were  invited  to  accompany  the  party  ip 
die  boats,  with  an  assurance  that  they  should  have  some. 
Although  previously  they  had  manifested  a  propriety  of  be- 
havioar;  yet  no  sooner  were  they  arrived  to  the  boats,  ani^ 
aaoh  party  in  some  measare  engaged  with  the  other  in  mak- 
ing them  acquainted  with  the  use  of  the  oan,  &o.  but  the 
women  busily  employed  themselves  in  pilfering  whatever 
they  could  secrete,  a^nd  conveying  the  articles  into  their  boott, 
which  in  the  women  are  always  remarkably  large,  and  have 
openings  at  the  aides  capable  of  obtaining  considerable 
bulk.  They  managed  this  with  suoh  dexterity  that  till  Mr* 
Sharer  wanted  a  cup  which  vras  required  at  supper,  no  sus- 
-pieian  arose  of  what  was  taking  place  Upon  tbia  being 
missed,  a  general  search  wjas  mude,  smd  the  boots  of  the  fe- 
amks  emptied  of  their  ill-got  wealth,  and  the  wbol^.  P^^^T 
fpMre>  dismissed  with  proper  marks  of  disapprpbatiqn  of  their 
«M|4i|qt. 

thi  the  1st  of  Octojber^  juft  as  tbey  coniplet^d  the  exa- 
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mination  of  tbe  several  inleii  of  the  contineot,  uneqniToca. 
Bjfmptoina  of  winter  setting  in  were  but  too  apparent.  Tbe 
thermometer  had  for  several  days  past  permanently  fallen 
below  the  freezing  point|  and  sometimes  as  low  as  20P  at 
night;  which  change,  together  mith  the  altered  appearance 
of  the  land,  and  the  rapid  formation  of  yoong  ice  sear  the 
shores,  gave  pretty  evident  notice  of  tbe  approach  of  win- 
ter. The  commencement  of  this  dreary  season  in  these  re- 
gionsy  niay,  indeed,  be  fairly  dated  from  tbe  time  vrhen 
tbe  earth  no  longer  receives  and  radiates  beat  enough  to 
melt  the  snow  which  falls  upon  it*  When  tlie  land  is  ouce 
covered  with  this  substanooi  so  little  caloulated  to  favour 
tbe  absorption  of  heat,  the  frigorific  process  seems  to  be 
carried  on  with  increased  vigour,  defining  very  clearly  the 
change  from  summer  to  winter,  with  little  or  no  interme- 
diate interval  to  which  the  name  of  autumn  can  be  dis- 
tinctly assigned. 

On  the  8th  the  thermometer  stood  at  zero,  and  the  soa 
was  covered  with  young  ice.  Tiie  nature  and  effect  of  iUU 
very  teasing  substance  are  thus  described  by  Captain  Parry. 
Tbe  formation  of  young  ice  upon  tbe  surface  of  the  water 
is  the  circumstance  which  most  decidedly  begins  to  put  a 
stop  to  tbe  navigation  of  these  seas,  and  warns  the  seaman 
ihat  his  season  of  active  operations  is  r.carly  at  an  end.  It 
is  indeed  scaroely  possible  to  conceive  tbe  degree  of  hinder- 
ance  occasioned  by  this  impediment,  trifling  us  it  always 
appears  before  it  is  enoountered.  When  tbe  sheet  has  ac- 
quired a  thickness  of  about  half  an  inch,  and  is  of  consider- 
aible  extent,  a  ship  is  liable  to  be  stopped  by  it,  unless 
favoured  by  a  strong  and  free  wind ;  and  even  when  still 
retaining  her  way  through  the  water^  at  the  rate  of  a  mile 
an  hour,  her  course  is  not  always  under  the  controiil  of  tbe 
helmsman,  though  assisted  by  the  nicest  attention  to  tbe 
action  of  tbe  sails,  but  depends  upon  some  accidental  in- 
crease or  decrease  in  tbe  thickness  of  tbe  sheet  of  ice,  vritb 
which  one  bow  or  tbe  other  comes  in  contact.    Ner  is  it 
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paMMir  is  lbi»  ril«ft|I«  for  the  bottsto  mdcr  tM)r  iwiiM 
iiiiflMMtfp  Vjr  fMsing^  ott  liaet,  or  elherwiie ;  for  haf iuf 
MO0  Mtersd  tfie  groang  lee,  tli^  can  only  be  propelled 
VMIef  fknmgli  it  by  digfieg  the  oere  end  boet-hookt  intv 
H/.e*  thft  iftSM-tfaBe  liredkieg  it  aeroeo  the  bows,  and  by 
rolling  fliel»oit  ftom  eide  to  aide.  After  oontinuhig  (hia  la« 
bMkm  tr#rk  fcr.aeine  time,,  with  Kttie  good  e&ot,  and 
ooaiidetnMe damage  to  th4  {Aanka  and  oarit  a  boatia  ofleft 
obliged  to  retnm  the  aame  way  that  ahe  oame,  badUog  oal 
in  -the  •  eanal  than  formed  io:  no  pufpoeoi  A  nbip  jn- .  thb 
ballpieai  jtaiMther^gaBa  in  Tain  expanded  to  in  ^flitMnUl^ 
lif>en%1wr  ordinary  foaooreea  foiling,  and  auddenly  atreatedl 
ifthnr  eaiMPee  npon  tlie  element  through  widch  she  hM  beetf 
•denaletied.to  mono  without  veatraint,  haa  often  reminded 
moof  €hdliTer  tied  down  by  the  foeble  hands  of  JUUiputlana ; 
nor  are  the  etnigglea  she  malcee  to  effect  a  release,  and  the 
apparent  inaignifioance  of  the  meone  by  which  her  efforts 
aie  opposed,  the  least  jnai  or  the  least  Tcxatious  part  of  the 
lesemblanee. 

All  tlieae  circttmstanees  pointed  oat  !the  expediency  of 
Immediately  placing  the  shtpa  in  the  best  seouirity  that  could 
bo  ibund'forrtbem  dnring  the  winter.  A  sioall  island  lying 
eff-4lhe.  point  where  the  continent  begins  to  trend  to  the 
northwind^*  was  fomid  to  aflford,  at  ita  southern  side,  good 
anelMm^e;  nnd  having  here  suffered  tiie  ships  to  be  fronen 
«p,  'tbey  gave  to  it  the  name  ofi  Winter  Island. 
.  Beocy  /pnoeaution  was  now  taken  for  the  presenration  of 
thnbonlSy^naila/  and  other  stores,  during; the  seaaon  ;-  and 

were,  made  for  thO'Oomfortjind  amusenlent  of 
'f  Osptain  Parry  obserres,  that  it  would  be  difll^ 
nilti^  ton  •imagine  n  aituation  in -which  cheerfolneaa  ia 
m*rnot#bniideaimd,  or  leso^  Uiely  to  be  maintained,  tbatt 
mnmy  a>  aiil  of  persona  (and  those  peraona.aeamen  tdo)  ao^ 
ahsdedlifog n»4ndefinite period  from. tboMot  of  the  world %■■ 
hprtnyttlde  or^sn  employ oMni  bnt  llmtT^h  iain  a  man^ 
'OaaMsd  t»|inivettt  idisBoss,-  «Bd  anbject  to  n  degree^ 
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tedious  monotony,  ill  according  with  tneir  usual  liabitf^ 
Nothing  can  be  more  just ;  and  it  is  therefore  of  the  utmost 
importance  that  constant  employment,  and  a  habit  of  cheer* 
fulness  should  be  kept  up  by  men  so  situated  ;  it  being  well 
known  that  there  exists  an  intimate  connexion  between  de- 
pression of  mind,  and  that  dreadful  disorder  the  scurry ; 
that  hope  and  joy  not  only  prevent,  but  materially  aid  in 
the  cure  of  it,  while  gloom  and  despair  never  fail  to  aggra- 
vate its  fatal  malignity. 

As  a  source,  tlierefore,  of  amusement  to  the  peoplcf 
Captain  Pdrry  renewed  those  theatrical  entertainments 
(roiA  which  they  had  derived  so  much  benefit  at  Melville 
Island,  on  a  former  voyage,  and  on  a  larger  and  more 
commodious  scale,  while  the  theatre  was  improTed  in  its  de- 
corations, and,  what  was  of  more  importance,  in  its  warmth* 
Sylvester^s  stoTe,  in  a  few  hours  after  lighting  it,  dissipated 
every  drop  of  moisture  which  was  found  so  annoying  on  tbs 
former  expedition :  the  stream  of  air  on  the  lower  deck  was 
generally  120^  of  Fahrenheit ;  that  in  the  cabin  near  the  ap« 
paratus,  100*,  and  at  the  end  of  the  flue,  in  Captain  Parry's 
cabin,  forty-six  feet  from  the  air  vessel,  from  65^  to  72*. 
when  the  mean  temperature  of  the  atmosphere  was  about 
aero :  this  diffused  warmth  generally  over  the  whole  ship^ 
and  kept  her  perfectly  dry.  On  some  evenings  they  had 
music  ;  and  on  others  (to  furnish  rational  and  useful  occu- 
pation,) a  school  was  established  in  both  ships  for  the  in- 
struction of  those  who  might  choose  to  avail  themselves  of 
ibis  advantage ;  and  Captain  Parry,  who  visited  them  fre- 
quently, observes,  that  he  seldom  experienced  feelings  of 
higher  gratification  than  in  this  rare«and  interesting  sight; 
aiid  it  is  truly  gratifying  to  learn  that,  on  the  return  of  the 
ships  to  England,  '  every  man  on  board  could  read  bis 
Bible/  In  these  pursuits,  blended  with  a  proper  degree  of 
exercise,  the  shortest  day  is  said  to  have  passed  over  their 
beads  without  any  of  that  interest  which,  on  a  former  voy- 
age,  ooBstituted  a  sort  of  era  in  thefar  winter's  caleadar. 
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50«r  fdnt^ir/  obffenret  Captain  Parrt,  ^  w«8  no  longnr,  m 
jQtptfriQUHit :  iHivc<9aifort8  were  greatly  Inereatnd ;  anottJiB 
|iroapeot  of  pn  early  releaae  from  tbe  toe  as  fa*f  onrable'  ao 
fp^ld  bo  .denreii'  In  shorty'  bo  addi,  <  what  iiAib  nUt* 
big,  writini^  making  and  .odonlating  obterrationai  oIm 
yarnog  tbe  ▼ariona  natura}  phenomena^  and  takbg  tbo  ov 

to  pr^eerre  our  healtb,  nobody,  I  bcdloTJj^ 


aftf  folt«i|  fymptoina  oC  eniiai  ducing  oar  oontinaanoo  ui 
wbifer  qnariera.* 

.  .  iBatf  perbapa,  the  |^eateit  of  ah  their  amauMiiientay  and 
j^i  wl^  exoited  the  bigheat  degree  of  intereat,  waa  tl||t 
iiMxpecteclappearanee,  on  the  let  .of  February,  of  a  numbaff 
of  atrange,  peopio  cuiniiig  towarda  the  ships  orer  the  jw* 
h  party  who  went  out  to  meet  them  soon  discorered  then  to 
be  Eat^uimaux,  who,  on  eoming  up,  presented  a  few  blades  of 
whalebone,  either  as  a  peace-offeringi  or  for  barter,  most 
probably  the  latter.  Some  of  the  women  wore  handsome 
clothes  of  deer-sfcin,  which  attracted  the  attention  of  the 
party  t  on  observing  tiib,  they  begani  says  Captain  Parry, 
to  our  utter  astonishment  and  consternation,  to  strips 
thoiigb4bo  thermometer  stood  at  23^  below  zero.  All  ap« 
prebention  on  this  score,  howeyeri  was  soon  relioTod ,  by 
finding  that  they  were  comfortably  clothed  in  a  double  siiit 
pf  deor-abipi 

^  .^fing  purchased  whaterer  they  had  to  aell  and  mad^ 
4bam  several  presents,  they  were  given  to  understand  that 
it  was,  tbe  wish  of  the  English  to  visit  their  huts;  which 
tbey  very  readily  agreed  to,  and  both  partiea  set  out  (o- 
getber^.  In  their  way  thither  the  Esquimaux  were  miioh 
smvsed  by  a  Newfoundland  dog  which  had  been  taught  to 

fetch  and  carry. 

*   .  •  ^         •    .If. 

,  It  cannot  but  be  considered  as  a  remarkable  oiroumstanba 
that  these  people,  to  the  amount  of  more  than  rixty  pecaoiyib 
.9)en«.,iroi)aen  and  ohUdren,  should  have  er^ted  their  laiita 
lyilfl^fStajUiahed  themselves  on  a  apot  witbin  view  of  U|e 
.jri^,!wilbputj^^  obaarfa4  by  any  ojf  the  fJeqida* 
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OB  board,  and  to  appearanoe  as  complete  at  though  loty 
had  been  loog  erected.  They  were  formed  entirely  of  mow 
aad  ice,  in  the  form  of  a  dome^  the  entrance  being  low  and 
oa  the  side,  through  a  passage  containing  two  door  ways 
which  were  arched.  From  the  first  apartment,  other  arched 
door  ways  led  into  recesses  or  other  apartments  which  were 
sererally  occupied,  and  the  women  were  seen  surrounded 
with  the  Tarious  utensils  of  their  households,  their  children 
and  their  dogs  near  them.  These  apartments  were  about 
seven  feet  high  in  the  centre,  and  each  had  a  piece  of  ice, 
forming  a  window,  placed  in  the  roof.  Various  articles  wei^ 
given  to  or  bartered  with  them  for  other  commodities,  and 
no  occasion  was  on  this  visit  given  to  suspect  their  fair* 
ness  of  dealing. 

After  spending  some  time  with  them,  the  people  set  out  on 
their  return  accompanied  by  some  of  the  Esquimaux,  who 
did  not  manifest  that  surprise  which  might  have  been  ex« 
pected  on  bein^;  introduced  to  such  novelties  as  presented 
themselves  to  their  notice.  They  were  greatly  delighted  on 
gomg  on  board  the  Hecla,  at  hearing  the  fidler  play  and 
the  men  dancing,  and  joined  in  the  amusement  with  much 
apparent  glee  and  satisfaction*  They  then  returned  to 
their  huts. 

The  next  day  a  large  party  paid  a  visit  to  their  huts,  and 
were,  cheerfully  welcomed.  They  dined  in  the  huts  and 
presented  their  new  acquaintance  with  some  of  their  meat 
and  biscuit,  which  they  gladly  received.  A  little  wine  was 
afterwards  given  to  them,  but  it  did  not  meet  their  taste. 
On  one  of  their  visits  to  the  ships  they  were  requested  to 
build  a  snow  hut,  which  they  proceeded  to  do,  and  in  about 
three  hours  formed  one  of  these  habitations,  placing  a  piece  of 
ice  at  the  top  to  admit  the  light ;  and  in  forming  it  both 
Aieii  and  women  were  employed. 

The  officers  having  naturally  selected  different  individuals 
to  obtain  information  firom  and  to  make  enquiries,  found 
II  produced  a  settled  intimacy :  one  intelligent  youth,  who 
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•Iteehed;  hiiiiMlf  to  Captab  Lyba,  told  Um  «kai  bo  hmi 
mttm  frnmonmUkm  ihemBtiwm  fiomae  mtmitm  profioiM.  -Sup* 
poiiag-tlMl  lUolotoroourae  afibnliHl  an  opportonily  wt'tmm* 
^mfimg  nitelligcnDa  to  Boflaod^  Caplain  Parry  daajrad  km 
mifbt  lio  fttrtBiahed  with  a  letter  and  requested  him  toQoti» 
9afii  to  thean  shoold  he  meet  with  auoh  people  agaiiK  ^^ 

r  I^  appcart  that  tbeae  people  were,  often  iu  want  ofj^ceeavt 
aarf  foody  bfiogTtry  improvident;  devouring  wkbgreedii' 
neaslaiipa  qaaalitiaa  of  food  when  tbey  had  killed  a  aeal  or 
other  aaimol»  aHhengh .  it  waa  ia  a  most  filthy  aod  dhiguatiog 
wMtf  mA  beiog  el#aned.oi(her  (rmat  blood  or  ^dirt ;  4rat(at 
other  timea  wheo  UBatioeeaafttl  they  were  in  a  atate  of  atamik 
aiioD,  and  it  doea  aeem  that  tome  of  them  would  have  pop 
risbed  bad  not  tbey  been  supplied  from  the  ship  witbibread* 
dosU  This  supply  was  aflS»rded  them  on  several  occaaions, 
and  some  of  them  were  found  gnawing  tx  piece  of  hard  seal* 
idiin  with  the  hair  on  it.  The  want  of  food  is  also  generally 
acMiompanied  with  the  want  of  light  and  warmth,  as  on  suah 
occasions  they  are  ako  without  oil  to  burn,  so  that  it-Js 
altogether  a  state  of  the  greatest  wretchednesa.  In  thesf 
eircumatanees  also  they  could  obtain  no  water,  bat  awal^ 
lowed  tbo  anew  to  quench  their  thirst.  .  r  ri 

The  Esquimaux  appear  to  exhibit  a  strange  mixture^  of 
tatelleotaad  dulness,  of  cunning  and  simplicity,  of  inge- 
nuity aiid  atupidity :  few  of  them  could  count  beyond  £vc^ 
ai^l  not one.of  them  beyond  ten;  nor  could  any  of  thom 
apeak  a.  doaeo  words  of  English,  after  a  constant  mtOTr 
eaufpe  of  acfeateen  or  eighteen  months  ;  yet  many  oCtlMO 
.ooold  ioiitate  the  manners  and  actions  of  the  strangera,  mi4 
were,  on  the  whole,  excellent  mimics.  One  woman  iq  p«Vr 
ticular,  of. the  name  of  Iligliuk,  very aoon.atti-acted.the.irtr 
teatioo  of  the  voyagers,  by  the  various  trails  of  that  supQ^ 
riority  of  understanding  for  whioh,.  it  was  found,  sh^  ^a^a 
iT^lirkably  distinguished,  and  held  ia  esteem  even  .by  Aer 
<^IKa  country  men.  She  had  &  grec^t  fondiM^Bs  for  aingjogi 
PNse^d  a  iaft; voice,  find  an  ,w?fHe^t.iW:^  l^Mt  MMH^qrH 
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rswredy  any  stopping  her  when  she  had  onee  begun :  dM 
would  Ibten,  howerer,  for  hours  to^^ether  to  the  tuues 
plftyed  OD  the  organ.  She  feemed  to  be  awsre  of  her  own 
•uperiority,  and  betrayed,  on  several  occasions,  a  conscious 
pride  of  it 

But  the  superior  intelligence  of  this  extraordinary  woman 
was  perhaps  most  conspicuous  in  the  readiness  with  which 
■he  was  made  to  comprehend  the  manner  of  laying  down, 
m  paper,  the  geographical  outline  of  that  part  of  the  coast 
of  America  she  was  acquainted  with,  and  the  neighbouring 
islands,  so  as  to  construct  a  chart.  At  first  it  was  found 
difficult  to  make  her  comprehend  what  was  meant;  but 
when  Captain  Parry  had  discorered  that  the  Esquimaux 
were  already  acquainted  with  the  four  cardinal  points  of 
the  compass,  for  which  they  hare  appropriate  names,  he 
drew  them  on  a  sheet  of  paper,  together  with  that  portion 
of  the  coast  just  discovered,  which  was  opposite  to  Winter 
Island,  where  they  then  were,  and  of  course  well  known 
to  her 

Having  done  this,  he  desired  her  to  complete  the  rest ; 
accordingly  with  a  countenance  expressive  of  intelligence, 
she  drew  a  chart  of  the  coast,  along  her  own  country  nearly 
north  of  Winter  Island.  Without  taking  her  hand  off  the 
paper,  she  depicted  the  coast  to  the  westward  and  to  the 
south-west,  within  a  short  distance  of  Repulse  Bay.  The 
country  situated  on  the  shores  to  the  westward  she  named 
Akkoolee,  and  said  that  it  was  inhabited  by  numbers  of 
Esquimaux.  Between  Akkoolee  and  Repulse  Bay  she  de* 
scribed  a  large  lake  in  which  were  found  abundance  of  fish 
and  on  its  banks  many  herds  of  deer.  To  the  westward  of 
these  places  she  stated  the  existence  of  a  vast  and  wide 


A  party  once  accompanied  the  Esquimaux  on  an  excur- 
sion to  catch  seals.  Seven  of  them,  engaged  in  the  same 
object,  formed  themselves  into  a  kind  of  line,  each  covering 
in    immediately  behind  the  one  before  so  as  not  to  be 
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imii  HI  liM  diimtiii9  Ibe;  were  mof  ing*  lo  ibis  imdmt  th«f 
>^|Hr«Mi«bed  a  fcpil  wbiok  was  lying  on  the  ice»  prepurMig 
(tlbW  Upes  aB4  ipefn  for  tft»e  aiUck ;  but  after  Ibey  had  bain 
iflK^  tkjMi  all  .bonis  IB  mfkiog  ibair  approaehaii,  ibeaedawl- 
denly  took  to  tbe  water  and  disappointed  tbem  of  tbairifBVf 
After  tbia  tbey  turaed  tbeir  atepa  towards  boma^  aol  a  Hltlo 
alarmed  at  fi^dinff  tbeoaselves  a  mile  and  a  half  from 'Abo 
shore,  oo  a  sheet  of  ice  wbieb  aiigbt  be  drifted  off  to  the  saa, 
SB  aoeldent  which  bad  oQcujrred  to  former  EsqnimauiB^  aad 
probaMjaqmetimtt  e^ery soul  bad  been  lost,  so  iliat  aoaa 
suryivedto  relate  the  misfortane. 

In  rooTiog  towards  tbe  shore  tbey  passed  a  small  risiaf 
of  the  ice,  which  quickly  drew  the  attention  of  one  of  ithe 
E8C|Bimaa3(y  who  immediately  stopped.  It  was  stated  that 
this  was  the  work  of  a  seal,  who  probably  would  work 
through  and  come  upon  the  ice.  While  watching  at  this 
spot  the  man  often  placed  his  ear  near  the  ice  as  if  to  listen 
whether  the  seal  was  at  work.  On  this  occasion  howef  er 
there  was  no  success. 

When  out  on  these  parties,  if  an  Esquimaux  has  reosoo 
to  suspect  a  seal  is  working  beneath,  he  generally  remains 
to  watch  Qutil  he  has  killed  it.  To  protect  himself  from  tbe 
cold  wind  he  will  raise  a  wall  of  snow,  and  will  then  sit  for 
hours  together,  listening  to  the  working  of  the  seal  through 
the  ice.  When  the  seal  has  worked  its  way  to  the  surfiaoe, 
he  drives  his  spear  into  the  creature  with  all  his  force,  bar* 
ing  a  line  attached  to  tlie  spear.  lie  then  clears  away  the 
ice  and  repeats  the  stroke  if  necessary  until  it  is  killed^ 

On  the  20th  several  wolves^  which  had  for  some  days  nuide 
flieir  appearance,  attacked  a  dog  belonging  to  the  Esquir 
maux.  Mr.  Elder,  the  Greenland  mate,  witnessing  the  cir« 
cumstance,  hastened  to  the  spot  with  his  gun,  but  though 
tbe  dog  made  considerable  resistance,  the  wolves  had  lorn 
him  in  pieces  before  Mr.Elder  could  reach  the  spot,  leaving 
only  one  of  bis  bind  legs. 

On  one  occasion  when  a  tisii  was  paid  to  their  huts^  aa 
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Esquimaux  had  just  brought  in  a  seal.  Two  women 
large  knives  in  their  hands,  and  besmeared  with  blood,  were 
cutting  u|>  the  animal,  dividing  it  into  two  parts.  The  blood 
was  then  carefully  put  into  the  cooking  pot,  into  which  also 
all  loose  bits  were  thrown,  except  that  occasionally  they  eat 
it  themselves,  or  gave  a  taste  to  the  children  and  persons  who 
surrounded  them  ;  (he  youngest  being  glad  to  receive  into  its 
open  mouth  a  lump  of  the  raw  flesh.  When  the  flesh  is  cut 
up,  the  blubber  is  lastly  taken  away.  During  the  process  it 
is  a  custom  to  stick  pieces  of  the  intestines  or  skin  on  the  fore- 
heads of  the  boys,  which  they  suppose  will  make  them  fortu- 
nate seal-hunters. 

On  the  26th  of  February  the  Theatre  closed  with  the 
comedy  of  the  Citizen,  and  High  Life  below  Stairs.  At  the 
conclusion  of  the  performance  the  ships*  companies  testified 
their  thanks  by  three  hearty  cheers. 

The  month  of  March  was  now  entered  on,  and  the  sun  was 
Biore  than  ten  hours  above  the  horizon  every  day,  but  the 
earth  presented  one  uniform  white  surface  of  snow.  The  ar- 
rival of  the  Esquimaux  had  indeed  changed  the  scene  of  their 
lunusements,  and  the  time  had  passed  away  without  their 
feeling  any  extraordinary  solicitude  as  to  its  progress ;  but 
those  to  whom  the  care  of  the  expedition  was  entrusted,  be* 
gan  to  look  forward  with  earnestness  for  the  opportunity  ot 
proceeding  in  the  discoveries.  However  anxious  their  feelings, 
they  had  no  alternative  but  patience;  but  the  information  they 
had  obtained  from  Iligliuk  suggested  the  advantage  winch 
would  arise  from  an  investigation  of  the  coast  by  land,  so  far  as 
was  practicable  while  the  ships  remained  frozen  up  in  Winter 
Island*  Captain  Lyon  ofiered  to  take  the  command  of  the 
party ;  and  one  of  the  Esquimaux,  Ayoket,  Captain  Lyon's 
ftiend,  was  invited  to  accompany  them.  It  was  proposed 
to  make  an  excursion  to  Amitioke,  Iligliuk's  country. 
Ayokett  however,  after  much  uncertainty  and  wavering, 
4ecliaed  to  be  of  the  party,  notwithstanding  a  brightly  po* 
lishedi  brasA  ketti^»  ^of  a  larger  sise,   ap<l  of  m«ch  more 
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tiito  lUh  any;  present  hitherto  aade  them,  imBio  lie  -flbj 
iMoiBpettse  of  his  jonmey.    An  Esqidniaitt  if  of  a  chanuii^' 

* 

tei*  aot  to  be  iniieh  taioTed  by  the  acquiattioo  of  propetiy, 
aad  prafSem  a  life  of  indolence  to  any  riches  whiph  wkf 
he  obtained  by  ezertiini.  That  part  of  the  coast  described'  bjf 
IHglinky  which  the  English  had.  examined,  was  found  itrf 
eorreet ;  and  other  charts,  which  others  of  flie  Esqanbaiticr 
weie  dcRnMl  to  draw,  inthont  any  concert  with  each  other; 
were  foUid  to  ai^ree  with  Iligliak's  in  a  sorprising  degree.  Iii^' 
deed,  they  recehred  information  firom  these  people  on  vuf^. 
ons  nsefiil  matters,  winch  were  afterwards  found  to  be  eoi^ 
rect,  when  the  ships  came  to  the  places  described.   - 

On  the  15th  Captdn  Lyon  left  the  ships»  a  breeM  of 
intd  blowing  from  die  northward,  aocompanied  with  snow 
dttft.  The  first  night  after  Mb  departure  was  one  of  the 
most  severe  and  inclement  that  any  of  the  people  had  been 
exposed  to,  and  excited  considerable  apprehension  for  their 
safety  among  those  remaining  in  the  ships.  The  wind  and 
drift  continued  during  the  whole  of  the  16th,  and  considera- 
My  increased  the  solicitude  for  their  safety,  but  to  send  a 
party  in  quest  of  tliem  while  the  state  of  the  weather  waa 
such,  appeared  impossible,  as  no  traces  could  be  had  of  tlM 
way  they  had  taken,  and  under  such  circumstances  it  would 
add  to  the  number  of  persons  placed  in  perilous  situatiottk 
A  party  was  however  held  in  readiness  to  proceed  whenevlsr 
the  weatlier  might  moderate,  when  to  the  g^eat  joy  of  all  fA 
board,  they  arrived  at  the  ships.  -  • 

Tlie  sufibrings  which  this  party  had  endured  during  iheft 
rikort  absence  were  severe  in  the  extreme.  Having  -at^^ 
sanded  a  hill  to  tlie  northward,  a  strong  wind  blew  the  sMNk 
dfarectly  in  their  faces,  and  many  of  the  (aurty  received  96^ 
vere  firost  bites.  They  proceeded  towards  a  bay  which  had 
been  observed^  and  afterwards  descending  suddenly  arrived 
a|^  head  of  the  bay.  The  extreme  severi^  of  the  wea^ 
thsr  determined  Captain  Lyoii  to  pitch  their  tents.  Erory 
onenf  HM^paHy  smoakad  tobacco 'to  promote  waimthj'^blri 
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the  seyerity  of  the  cold  was  such  that  John  Lee,  one  of  the 
party^  was  seized  with  a  shiyering  fit  and  seyere  pains  in  his 
loiai  A  hole  was  dug  in  the  earth  to  admit  of  teoeiying 
them  m  a  sitting  postore.  A  fire  was  made  with  diffiooltr* 
and  a  mess  of  warm  sonp  was  prepared  for  every  man. 
After  taking  this  refreshment,  they  crept  into  their 
blanket  bags  and  endeavoored,  by  keeping  close  to  each 
other,  to  obtain  a  little  warmth  and  sleep.  In  the  morning 
they  made  a  fire  and  prepared  a  cap  of  warm  tea,  after 
which  they  resolved  to  set  oat  on  their  retorn  to  the  ships» 
from  which  they  supposed  they  were  about  six  miles  distant 
The  wind  being  at  their  backs,  they  proceeded  rather 
briskly,  but  the  cold  was  so  intense  that  some  of  the  party 
began  to  exhibit  symptoms  of  drowsiness  and  insensibili^ 
which  is  so  common  and  so  fatal  in  intensely  cold  cli- 
mates. The  faces  of  several  were  severely  frost  bitten, 
and  they  had  lost  the  sense  of  feeling  in  their  fingers  and 
toes.  Serjeant  Spackman,  though  repeatedly  warned  that 
his  nose  was  firosen,  was  in  such  a  state  of  senselessness  as 
tb  take  no  notice  of  the  advice,  and  one  side  of  his  face  he- 
eame  firozen  quite  hard,  the  eye-lids  stiff,  and  part  of  the 
upper  lip  was  drawn  up.  Four  ot  the  party  appeared  to  be 
in  such  a  situation  as  to  be  incapable  of  surviving.  In  this 
sttite  they  unexpectedly  came  to  a  beaten  track  which  fortn- 
imtely  soon  led  them  to  the  ships.  AH  had  severe  frost  bites 
hi  different  parts  of  the  body,  which  occasioned  the  loss  of 
the  flesh  and  skin,  but  proper  care  being  now  taken  of  tbem, 
they  all  ultimately  did  well. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  2nd  of  April,  the  Esquimaux 
were  observed  moving  from  the  huts,  and  several  sledges 
dtHwii  by  dogs,  heavily  laden,  went  off  to  the  westward. 
li  appeared ,  on  enquiry,  that  half  of  the  people  had  gone 
over  the  ke  in  quest  of  food.  On  visiting  the  snow  hull 
wUoh  tbej  had  just  quitted  they  found  that  the  places  compos* 
ing  their  beds  and  fire-places  were  turned  up  and  searehed 
that  BO  articles  might  be  lost     The  walls  were  stained 
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with  hmp-black,  blood,  and  othtr  Undi  of  filth,  and  weie 
in  part  demolished  and  laid  open,  to  give  them  the  moep 
ready  oppoitnnitj  of  removing  their  gooda 

The  remainder  of  the  party  were  out  on  the  ice  in  pur  • 
suit  of  walroases;  and  although  the  iee  was  floatmg  and  in 
detached  manes,  they  seemed  to  be  under  no  apprehen- 
sions as  to  the  danger  they  were  in.  The  wind  at  this  time 
indeed  set  in  for  the  land,  and  this  perhaps  might  render 
them  confident* 

On  the  Idih  of  April,  another  party  of  the  Esquimaux  be- 
gan to  remore  their  efiects,  and  Iligliuk  and  her  husband^ 
and  a  few  others,  came  on  IxNua  to  make  a  farewell  visit,  and 
laid  that  on  the  succeeding  day  they  all  should  remove  from 
"Venter  Island.  A  few  presents  were  made  to  them  on  Aeir 
departure* 

At  the  close  of  the  month  of  May  it  became  a  matter  of 
general  observation,  and  of  course  of  general  r^^t,  bow 
few  symptoms  of  thawing  had  yet  appeared ;  and  it  was  im- 
possible not  to  recollect  that  Melville  Island  har],  on  the 
same  day,  two  years  before,  advanced  full  as  far  in  throw* 
ing  off  its  winter*s  covering ;  that  before  this  time,  at  the 
latter  station,  they  had  experienced  several  hoiurs  of  hard 
rain ;  and  that,  in  consequence,  the  ice  around  Melville  Is- 
land had  assumed  a  green  appearance,  while  at  Winter  Is- 
Isnd  it  remained  perfectly  white.  Anothet  comparison  was 
made  between  the  two  winter-quarters.  The  first  flower 
was  brought  on  board  as  a  matter  of  curiosity  on  the  9th  of 
June,  which  was  one  day  later  than  it  had  made  its  appear- 
ance at  Melville  Island.  Again,  in  the  middle  of  June,  a 
iisw  gallons  of  water  were  collected  from  some  little  pools 
while,  at  the  same  date,  at  Melville  Island,  the  ravines 
were  beginning  to  be  dangerous  to  pass,  and  were  actually 
impassable  during  the  third  week  in  June ;  yet  Winter  Is- 
land is  situated  in  lat  66V  ^  or  81^  south  of  Melville  Islands 
which  lies  in  lat.  74i*.  The  lowest  temperature  at  Melville 
Uand  was  65%  at  Winter  Island.  40*. 

aft  u 
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Having  nearly  completed  the  ninth  month  at  Winter  Is- 
land,  on  the  2d  of  July,  the  ships,  partly  by  the  exertions  of 
the  men  in  sawing  the  ice,  and  partly  by  the  wind  drifting 
from  the  land,  finally  effected  their  escape;  doubled  the 
south-east  point  of  this  part  of  America,  and  stood  to  the 
northward  up  Fox*s  Channel ;  keeping  the  coast  of  the  con« 
tinenty  as  directed  by  their  instructions,  dose  on  board,  a!id 
sailing  in  a  channel  of  water  from  three  or  four  hundred 
yards  to  two  miles  in  width.  The  shore,  in  most  places, 
was  lined  with  old  ice,  while,  to  sea-ward,  large  floes  and 
masses  were  observed  in  violent  motion,  being  acted  upon 
by  the  wind,  currents  and  tides.  By  these  agents,  in  so 
confined  a  channel,  one  of  the  ships  was  swept  against  the 
other;  and  after  some  grinding  and  squeezing,  they  es* 
caped  with  the  loss  of  one  of  the  Hecla's  boats,  which  was 
torn  to  pieces  by  the  Fury's  anchor.  On  the  turn  of  the 
tide,  however,  when  both  it  and  the  current  set  to  the  south- 
ward, the  whole  of  the  navigable  channel,  through  which 
the  ships  were  slowly  working  their  way,  was  almost  imme- 
diately filled  by  a  vast  body  of  drift  ice. 

The  flood-tide  coming  down  loaded  with  a  more  than  or- 
dinary quantity  of  ice,  pressed  the  ship  very  much,  and  ren- 
dered it  necessary  to  run  out  the  stream  cable,  in  addition 
to  the  hawsers  which  were  fast  to  the  land  ice.  This 
was  scarcely  accomplished  when  a  very  heavy  and  extensive 
floe  took  the  ship  on  her  broadside,  and  being  backed  by 
another  large  body  of  ice,  gradually  lifted  her  stern  as  if  by 
the  action  of  a  wedge*  The  weight  every  moment  increas- 
ing, obliged  the  Hecla  to  veer  on  the  hawsers,  whose  friction 
was  so  great  as  nearly  to  cut  through  the  bitt-heads,  and  ul- 
timately set  them  on  fire,  so  that  it  became  requisite  for  peo- 
ple to  attend  with  buckets  of  water.  The  pressure  was  at 
length  too  powerful  for  resistance,  and  the  stream  cable,  with 
two  six  inch  haTTsers  and  one  of  five  went  at  the  same  mo- 
ment. Three  others  soon  followed.  The  sea  was  too  full 
of  ice  to  allow  the  ship  Id  drive,  and  the  only  way  by  which 
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she  oould  yidd  to  the  enormoas  weight  which  oppreneed  ha 
was  by  leaning  oyer  the  land  ice}  while  her  stern  at  the 
same  time  was  entirely  lifted  more  than  five  feet  oat  of  the 
water.  The  lower  deck  beams  now  complained  very  muoh^ 
and  the  whole  firame  of  the  ship  nnderwent  a  trial  whicb 
wonld  hare  proved  &tal  to  any  less  strengthened  vesseL  At 
this  lidoment  the  rudder  was  nnhnng  with  a  sodden  jerk, 
winch  broke  up  the  rudder  case  and  struck  the  driver  boom 
with  great  force.  The  pressure  which  had  been  so  dange* 
roos  at  length  proved  their  friend,  for  by  its  increasing 
weight  the  floe  on  which  they  were  borne  burst  upwards, 
ooable  to  resist  its  force.  The  ship  righted,  and,  a  small 
Mack  opening  in  the  water,  drove  several  miles  to  the  sooth- 
ward  before  she  could  be  again  secured  to  get  tiie  rudder 
huDg;  circumstances  much  to  be  r^^tted  at  the  moment, 
as  the  people  had  been  employed  with  but  little  intermissioii 
for  three  days  and  nights,  attending  to  the  safety  of  the  ship 
in  this  dangerous  tideway. 

The  Fury  had  almost  as  narrow  an  escape  as  the  Heda ; 
a  little  before  noon  a  heavy  floe  some  miles  in  length,  being 
probably  a  part  of  that  lately  detached  from  the  shore,  came 
driving  down  fast,  giving  serious  reason  to  apprehend  more 
fatal  catastrophe  than  any  yet  encount^ed.  In  a  few  mi- 
nutes it  came  in  contact,  at  the  rate  of  a  mile  and  a  half  an 
hour,  with  a  point  of  the  land-ice  left  the  preceding  night 
by  its  own  separation,  breaking  it  up  with  a  tremendous 
crash,  and  forcing  numberless  immense  masses,  many,  tons 
in  weight,  to  the  height  of  fifty  or  sixty  feet,  from  whence 
they  again  rolled  down  on  the  inner  or  land  side,  and  were 
quickly  succeeded  by  a  fresh  supply.  While  they  were 
obliged  to  be  quiet  spectators  of  this  grand  but  terrific  sight, 
being  within  five  or  six  hundred  yards  of  the  point,  the  dan- 
ger was  two-fold ;  first,  lest  the  floe  should  now  swing  in, 
secondly,  lest  its  pressure  shoidd  detach  the  land  ice  to 
wbkh  the  ship  was  secured,  and  thus  set  them  adrift  and 
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'  at  the  nmcj  of  the  tides.  Happily  however  neither  of  thece 
oceuied,  the  floe  remaining  stationary  lor  the  rest  of  the 
tide  and  setting  off  with  the  ebb  which  made  soon  after. 

In  addition  to  the  danger  which  threatened  to  crush  and 
overwhelm  the  ships  among  these  tremendous  masses  of  ice^ 
thus  thrown  into  violent  motion,  was  the  chance  of  being 
beset  in  the  midst  of  the  floes,  and  in  that  helpless  state 
swept  away  with  the  flood*tide  and  current  to  the  southward^ 
and  drifted  back  again  to  Southampton  Island,  as  had  hap- 
pened to  them  before,  aad  thus  again  would  the  labour  ol 
weeks  be  inevitably  lost.  By  the  12th  of  July,  however, 
after  long  and  unremitting  perseverance,  and  by  taking  ad* 
vantage  of  every  opening  and  breeze  of  wind  to  move  the 
ships  to  the  northward,  they  had  reached  the  latitude  of  67* 
18^,  opposite  to  a  considerable  opening  in  the  land,  out  of 
which  a  strong  current  was  observed  to  set  into  the  sea. 

On  the  following  day  they  had  an  unobstructed  run  of  fifi^ 
miles,  an  event  of  no  very  trifling  importance,  as  Captain 
Parry  says,  in  this  tedious  and  most  uncertain  navigation 
About  this  place  their  Esquimaux  friends  bad  prepared  them 
for  meeting  with  vast  numbers  of  the  walrus,  or  sea-horse; 
and  accordingly  they  fell  in  with  such  a  multitude  of  these 
animals,  as,  in  Captain  Parry's  opinion,  were  probably  not 
to  be  seen  in  any  other  part  of  the  world.    They  were  lying 
in  large  herds  on  the  loose  pieces  of  drift  ice,  huddled  upon 
one  another,  from  twelve  to  thirty  in  a  group.    They  were 
not  in  the  least  frightened  by  the  people  getting  upon  the 
same  piece  of  ice  with  themselves;  but  when  approached 
close,  they  began  to  show  an  evident  disposition  to  give 
battle.    From  the  prodigious  numbers  of  these  creatures, 
and  other  circumstances,  the  navigators  were  now  certain 
that  the  names  of  the  two  islands,  Amitioke  and  Ooglit,  as 
laid  down  in  the  chart  of  Digliuk  and  the  other  £squimaux» 
wei^  in  their  proper  positions.^ 
On  the  shore,  thcr  obwrved  several  tents,  and  soon  after 
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Aqr  mm  mmtm  caaoei  comag  lowudi  tbeai.  CaplM» 
Pflipj  w4  Lgnn  left  tbt  ibips  and  wnt  to  neet  die  E»qfo» 
maip^  m  ^iflir  bofHi.  At  fint  tbBjr  wanifeited  aoaw  tuni^ 
di^,  Imt  tbii  was  aoM  eiveisame.  b  appeared  hewefer 
that  thej  had  no  pnvimiB  knowledge  ot  the  ahipe  being  iK 
theae  aeai^  ao  that  it  was  clear  none  of  the  pe<^  from  Win** 
ter  laland  had  jet  anived  here*  On  readbbig  the  ahoce  ie^ 
vend  maaa  of  the  u^vea  met  them  and  eondnoted  them  ta 
their  tenti,  when  diejr  soon  Amnd  theoMelyes  in  the  midat  of 
a  nnmbepp  of  men>  women>  and  childien,  all  cf  them  peo* 
▼ided  widi  eome  article  for  barter. 

Tbeeetenta  finrned  the  sommer  habitMiona  of  the  Eeqvi* 
mao|K9  and  were  of  an  oblong  Bhape»  being  formed  of  the 
ddna  of  the  aeal  and  die  walms,  having  in  the  eentie  a  pole 
by  whieh  they  are  aopported.  Sometimes  they  join  two  tents 
together  to  fonn  an  habitation^  when  the  families  are  large. 
These  people  were  amused  by  a  rariety  of  anecdotes,  which 
were  related  to  them  of  the  occurrences  which  took  place  at 
Winter  Island,  and  to  which  they  listened  with  the  most 
solidtons  attention. 

After  having  spent  a  considerable  time  with  them,  the  En- 
glish took  to  their  boats  in  order  to  return.  The  weather 
had  become  very  severe,  die  wind  increasing  to  a  gale. 
After  considerable  effort  to  reach  the  ship,  Captain  Lyon 
was  under  die  necessity  of  returning  to  shore,  having  un- 
fortunately broken  one  of  his  oars.  Captain  Vbitj  fvmd  it 
slso  impossible,  after  great  exertions,  to  reach  his  ship  and 
was  obliged  to  return  to  his  former  landing  place.  The  Ea* 
quimanx  gladly  received  them,  and  they  were  accommo- 
dated in  different  parties  with  lodgings,  at  the  tents  of  these 
people.  Having  all  their  clothes  wet,  diey  were  provided 
with  change  of  apparel  by  thdr  hosts,  and  in  these,  with  a 
seal-skin  fov  a  blanket,  they  contrived  to  pass  a  tolerably 
comfortable  night,  and  returned  co  the  ships  the  foBowing^ 
moining* 

Tha  ahips  now  proceeded  to  sail  to  thf»  spot  beycmd 
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them,  where  they  expected  to  find  that  muda  and  loogB* 
sought  passage  that  was  to  conduct  them  into  the  Polar  Sea. 
This  passage  they  speedily  recognized  in  its  proper  place ; 
and  congratulated  theraseWes  on  being  at  the  very  thres- 
hold of  the  door  that  was  to  open  a  way  to  the  final  success 
of  their  enterprize :  the  mortification  which  succeeded,  may 
be  imagined,  when  it  was  perceived  that  an  unbroken 
sheet  of  ice  extended  completely  across  the  mouth  of  the 
strait,  from  the  northern  to  the  southern  land;  and  this 
too  at  so  advanced  a  period  as  the  middle  of  July.  The 
disappointment  became  the  more  serious  on  finding,  from 
the  nature  of  the  ice  which  formed  the  impediment,  that  it 
bore  evident  marks  of  being  a  floe  which  had  long  been  at- 
tached to  the  land  on  every  side ;  and  it  was  besides  so  le* 
vel  and  continuous  as  to  convince  them  that  it  had  suffered 
no  disruption  in  the  course  of  that  season. 

To  enter  into  the  details  of  their  unwearied  endeavours  to 
push  to  the  westward  through  this  frozen  passage;  the 
scarcely  perceptible  progress  made  by  the  partial  and  occa« 
sional  fragments  of  ice  that  separated  from  the  main  body ; 
the  anxiety  with  which  every  such  breaking  off  was  watched ; 
and  the  final  repulse  of  the  ships  before  they  reached  the 
middle  of  the  strait,  where  it  was  hermetically  sealed  by  the 
ice  and  three  islands,  among  which  it  was  closely  jammed 
by  a  perpetual  current  from  the  westward,  would  be  a  repe- 
tion  of  simultaneous  movements,  from  the  time  of  their  first 
arrival  before  it,  until  frozen  again  into  their  winter  quar. 
ters.  They  struggled  to  make  way  for  sixty-days;  diuing 
which  the  whole  distance  they  advanced  to  the  westward  in 
the  strait  was  about  forty  miles ;  of  this  period,  however. 
twenty*five  days  were  spent  close  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  in 
die  narrows,  watching  with  intense  anxiety  for  every  piece 
that  separated  from  the  main  floe,  and  took  its  departure  to 
the  eastward. 

Prom  the  moment  of  their  arrival  before  the  mouth  of  the 
strait*  their  exertions  were  incessant,  not  only  to  force  the 
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iliipt  Id  the  westwafd,  but  to  itfieertain  with  pzednon  ibt 
geogiaphic&l  podticm  and  features  of  this  northern  extremily 
of  Americat  and  of  .the  numerous  islands  and  rocky  inlets 
ui  this  neighbourhood^  by  which  the  passage  seemed  to  bo 
guarded*.  Captain  Lyon  had  accompanied  an  Esquimaux 
U)  a  salmon  fishery  up  a  large  inlet  a  little  to  the  southward 
of  the  strait^  but  trom  the  thi^k  and  inclement  weather,  he 
was  unable  to  point  out  its  exact  directioni  and  returned 
without  reaching  its  extreme  westerly  termination.  It  was 
therefioe  deemed  poBsible  that  it  might  be  a  second  strait» 
conwnnnicating  with  the  Polar  Sea.  To  ascertain  wheth^ 
this  was  the  fact  or  not,  was  now  of  great  importance. 
Stopped^  as  they  had  now  been  at  the  very  threshold  of  tM 
north-west  passage  for  nearly  four  weeks,  without  adyancr 
ing  twice  as  many  miles  to  the  westward,  suspense  at  such 
a  crisis  was  scarcely  the  less  painful  because  it  was  inevita- 
ble. As  Captain  Pony  felt  it  his  duty  to  pass  no  opening 
that  held  out  the  least  chance  of  a  passage,  without  deter- 
mining that  point,  he  sent  out  repeated  parties  to  explore  it, 
but  without  success ;  till  at  length  he  himself  effected  it,  but 
not  without  difficulty,  having  traced  it  into  the  American 
continent  until  he  found  only  a  few  feet  depth  in  water,  and 
rounded  its  extieme  end.  This  opening  was  named  Hoop- 
er's Inlet. 

When  the  17th  of  September  had  arrived,  it  was  observed 
with  pain  that  the  ice  of  the  preceding  year's  formation  was 
Dot  yet  detached  from  the  shores,  while  a  fresh  formation 
had  already  commenced.  Appearances  were  indeed  opposea 
sot  only  to  making  any  further  progress,  but  to  continuing 
a  moment  longer  in  the  strait,  which  Captain  Parry  named 
the  strait  of  Fury  and  Heda,  lest  they  should  be  frozen  in, 
as  in  that  case  it  would  probably  be  eleven  months  befiore  the 
ships  would  be  extricated  from  the  ice. 

After  the  laborious  efforts  to  obtain  the  desired  passage, 
the  disappointment  whidi  they  now  met  with,  can  be 
piobaUy  appreciated  only  by  those  who  possess  spirits 
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aidenC  Id  the  pursuit  of  an  object  on  wliidi  their  dedree  aie 
fixed.  Captain  Parry  thought  proper  to  take  the  opinion  of 
,  the  senior  o£Bcers  as  to  his  future  operations ;  and  with  th9l 
view  addressed  a  letter  to  Captain  Ljcm  and  laeutenants 
Hoppner  and  Nias,  who  coincided  in  opiidon  with  him  that 
it  was  proper  not  to  risk  being  firoeen  up  in  the  Stndt  He 
Chen  caused  a  public  notification  to  be  made  on  board  each 
ship,  stating  his  purpose  to  examine  the  coast  of  Cockbum 
Island  to  the  northward  and  eastward  for  a  proper  place  to 
winter  in ;  and  if  not  successful  there^  to  seek  a  place  at 
Igloolik,  hoping  that  by  an  early  release  of  the  ships  in  the 
ensuing  summer,  they  should  have  an  opportunity  of  se- 
lecting the  most  eligible  place  for  thdr  future  attempts  at 
discovery. 

During  the  night  the  new  ice  so  accumulated  as  to  pre- 
sent a  strong  resistance  to  the  movements  of  the  ships. 
Various  means  were  resorted  to,  but  oftentimes  without  ef- 
fect. The  only  successful  mode  appears  to  have  been  in 
what  is  called  in  the  sea-phrase  9aUytng^  that  is,  the  men 
in  a  body  run  from  side  to  side,  by  which  means  the  ship 
rolls  and  is  relieved  from  the  ice.  At  length,  after  much 
effort,  the  ships  got  clear  of  the  Strait.  From  an  attentive 
observation  of  the  tides,  it  appears  that  the  flood  comes 
from  the  westward,  and  in  addition  to  this,  that  there  is  a 
permanent  current  in  the  same  direction*  This  current  it 
was  supposed  arose  firom  the  melting  of  the  snow  on  the 
shores  of  the  Polar  »^a,  and  that  this  Strait  was  the  only 
outlet  for  it  to  the  southward. 

A  few  days  more  decided  what  was  to  be  done ;  the  young 
ice  had  assumed  that  consistency  which  baffles  all  attempts 
to  operate  upon  it  Too  thick  to  allow  a  ship  to  be  forced 
through  it ;  too  tough  for  regular  sawing,  and  yet  dange-  , 
tons  for  men  to  walk  upon.  To  get  a  boat  her  own  length 
through  it  would  occupy  a  dozen  men  a  quarter  of  an  hour ; 
and,  after  all,  without  bring  able  to  make  a  channel  ton  the 
ship.    Under  such  dreumstanees,  it  was  obvious  thai  no 
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tiae  WBB  to  be  lost  in  looking  oat  for  tbe  best  winter^tnitienB 
tiial  the  neighbooring  islands  would  afford ;  but  it  was  tiot 
till  after  many  dark  and  stormy  days  were  spent  at  sea 
amoi^  the  floating  ice,  and  the  loss  of  seyeral  anchors, 
ifaat  they  succeeded  in  bringing  the  ships  into  their  destined 
,^y(l\i%  oMis,  at  the  island  of  Igloolik,  on  the  SOth  of  October, 
after  employing  the  men  for  several  days  in  the  arduous 
task  of  cutting  a  canal  through  the  ice. 

The  whole  length  of  the  canal  was  £9ur  thousand  three 
hundred  and  forty-three  feet;  the  thickness  of  the  ice  m  the 
level  and  regular  parts  being  from  twelve  to  fourteen  inches, 
but  in  many  places,  where  a  separation  had  occurred, 
amounting  to  several  feet.  The  cheerful  alacrity  with 
which  the  men  continued  this  laborious  work  during  thirteen 
daysy  the  thermometer  being  frequently  at  zero,  and  once 
as  low  as  9*  in  that  interval,  cannot  but  be  admired.  It  was 
satisfactory,  moreover,  to  find  that  in  the  performance  of 
this,  not  a  single  addition  had  been  made  to  the  sick  list  of 
either  ship,  except  by  the  accident  of  one  man*8  falling  into 
the  canal,  and  who  returned  to  his  duty  a  day  or  two  after- 
wards. 

Captain  Parry's  reflections  on  this  occasion  are  both  just 
and  natund ;  and  the  expedient  to  which  he  at  once  deter- 
mined to  resort  speaks  much  as  to  his  enterprising  character. 
Flattering  as  their  prospect  appeared  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  past  summer,  their  efibrts  had  certainly  not  been 
attended  with  a  proportionate  degree  of  success ;  and  little 
satisfeu^on  remained  to  them  at  the  close  of  the  season,  but 
the  consciousness  of  having  left  no  means  within  their  reach 
untried,  that  could  promote  the  desired  object.  It  re- 
qoured  indeed  but  a  single  glance  at  the  chart  to  perceive 
that  whatever  the  last  summer's  navigation  had  added  to  the 
geographical  knowledge  of  the  eastern  coast  of  America, 
and  its  adjacent  islands,  they  had  effected  nothing  in  refer 
cnoe  to  the  discoveiy  of  a  North-West  passage.  The  disco- 
very, of  the  Frozen  Strait,  had  made  known  a  channel  of 
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eommunication  between  the  watexs,  but  its  firosen  stite 
formed  an  impenetrable  barrier  to  any  intercourse  by  human 
efforts. 

They  were  soon  greeted  by  a  number  of  Esquimaux,  who 
shouted  and  jumped  with  all  their  might.  A  crowd  of  them 
met  the  party  who  landed  and  manifested  every  demonstnt'* 
tion  of  joy.  When  told  that  the  English  purposed  to  spend 
the  winter  among  them,  they  manifested  the  greatest  satis* 
fieu^tion.  They  made  daily  visits  to  the  ships,  bringing  their 
wives  and  children  in  great  numbers  on  sledges.  They  ap- 
peared gladly  to  assist  in  any  duties  which  the  people  of  the 
ships  were  employed  in ;  as  pulling  the  ropes,  sawing  the 
ice,  heaving  the  windlass,  and  other  labour ;  always  accom- 
panying their  efforts  with  the  tone  of  voice  which  the  crew 
used  on  such  occasions,  in  the  imitation  of  which  they  seemed 
10  particularly  pride  themselves. 

Some  of  the  Esquimaux  with  whom  the  ships*  companies 
had  spent  the  preceding  winter  at  Winter  Island  also  had 
now  arrived  at  Igloolik,  and  copying  the  manners  of  the  En- 
glish,  shook  their  friends  heartily  by  the  hand,  as  express- 
ing their  pleasure  at  meeting  them  again.  One  of  them, 
who  had  obtained  the  name  of  John  Bull,  accosted  almost 
every  individual  of  the  ship*s  company,  with  a  how  do  ye 
do^;  and  desirous  of  manifesting  his  knowledge  and  familia- 
rity with  the  uses  of  the  machinery  to  his  companions,  he 
instructed  them  in  the  various  uses  to  which  they  were  ap- 
plied. 

Being  now  fairly  fixed  in  their  second  winter-quarters, 
they  set  about  making  such  arrangements  as  experience  had 
taught  them  would  add  considerably  to  their  comforts.  In- 
structed by  the  Esquimaux,  Captain  Parry  caused  a  wall  of 
iooyr  twelve  feet  high  to  be  thrown  up  round  the  Fury,  at 
the  distance  of  twenty  yards  from  her,  forming  a  large  square 
like  that  of  a  farm-yard,  by  which  the  snow-drift  was  kept 
out^  and  a  good  sheltered  walk  afforded  against  every  wind ; 
fiidl>Y  it  was  also  preveBted»  nuome  nreasure,  the  abttrac-^ 
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tioD  of  heat  from  the  ship,  whieh  was  ioand  to  be  T6ZJ  coo* 
sideraUe  in  high  winds.  The  distance  between  the  two 
ships  was  too  great  to  allow  of  the  continuance  of  theatrical 
entertainments,  which,  in  fact,  had,  with  other  occupations, 
in  a  great  degree  lost  their  interest  with  their  novelty ;  the 
want  of  these,  however,  was  amply  compensated  by  the  al* 
most  daily  visits  of  tlie  Esquimaux,  which  afforded  both  to 
officers  and  men  a  fund  of  constant  variety  and  never-failing 
amusement,  that  no  resources  of  their  own  could  possibly 
have  furnished*  The  men,  however  were  too  well  aware 
of  the  advantages  which  they  had  derived  from  the  schoolsy 
not  to  be  desirous  of  their  re-establishment ;  this  was  accor- 
dingly  done,  and  they  continued  to  be  attended  regularly  for 
the  six  succeeding  months. 

The  Esquimaux  who  had  fixed  their  winter*quarters  on 
the  island  of  Igloolik  were  more  numerous  than  those  or 
Winter  Island.  The  snow-houses  were  constructed  on  the 
same  principle ;  some,  however,  were  liued  with  skins,  over 
which  was  a  covering  of  snow ;  and  some  had  passages  to 
them  from  ten  to  fifteen  feet  in  length,  and  from  four 
to  five  feet  high,  neatly  constructed  of  large  flat  slabs  of 
ice,  cemented  together  by  snow  and  water;  others  were 
entirely  built  of  this  material,  of  a  circular  or  octangular 
form. 

The  first  week  in  November  a  number  of  Esquimaux  ar 
rived  firom  the  island  of  Amitioke,  among  whom  were  some 
of  their  old  acquaintance.  Among  others  of  their  old  friends 
was  a  youth  of  the  name  of  Tooloak,  who  was  on  the  eve  of 
marriage  with  a  very  pretty  young  girl,  of  about  the  age  of 
sixteen ;  the  youth  himself  being  a  year  or  two  older.  The 
ceremony  of  marriage  appeared  to  consist  in  the  intended 
husband's  taking  away  the  girl  by  force,  her  parents  however 
quietly  permitting  it.  It  was  understood  that  the  parents* 
authority  and  will  in  this  respect  was  very  great.  The  new 
married  couple  then  occupy  a  separate  dwelling  and  form  a 
nt^ff  household  establishment.      Tooloak  with  his  bride^ 
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aftanraixis  paid  a  fiait  to  the  shipa,  and  received  a  number 
of  presents. 

One  of  these  people^  who  had  two  wivds,  between  wnom 
•ome  dispute  or  altercation  took  place,  with  his  knife  cut  one 
^  them  several  times  across  the  forehead,  and  the  other 
across  the  arm.  To  this  seveie  chastisement  they  both  ap- 
peared to  submit  without  a  murmur  at  his  conduct ;  and  the 
man  did  not  altogether  approve  of  the  sympathy  which  the 
English  manifested  on  the  occasion ;  but  seemed  to  act  as 
under  the  conviction  that  his  conduct  was  most  reasonable 
and  proper. 

Captain  Parry  and  Captain  Lyon  purchased  each  of  them 
a  sledge  and  dogs,  which  they  often  made  use  of  during  the 
winter.  The  dogs  soon  became  lamiliarised  to  their  ne# 
masters,  and  remained  on  board  the  ships.  The  Esquimaux 
could  not  bear  the  idea  of  the  dogs  being  killed,  and  would 
not  part  with  them  until  assured  that  they  should  be  kept 
alive. 

On  the  8th  of  December  two  of  the  dogs  belonging  to  the 
ships  set  off  in  pursuit  of  a  wolf,  but  one  of  them  (a  terrier,) 
was  killed  and  eaten  by  the  wolf.  It  was  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  these  dogs  had  not  mistaken  the  wolf  for  the  Es- 
quimaux dogs. 

The  Christmas  of  this  year  was  kept  as  a  festival.  An 
additional  allowance  of  provisions  was  issued,  among  which 
was  a  piece  of  beef  which  had  been  killed  on  board  the  Nau« 
tilus  in  the  month  of  June  1821. 

In  the  months  of  December  and  January  the  Esquimaux 
had  spread  themselves  widely  around  the  space  occupied  by 
the  ships,  in  order  as  was  suppobed  to  have  greater  oppor* 
tunities  of  fishing.  They  departed  firom  their  habitations  in 
so  quiet  and  peaceable  a  manner,  thai  their  removal  had 
sometimes  taken  place  for  several  days  previous  to  the  peo* 
pVe  on  board  the  ships  having  any  intimation  of  their  having 
kft  the  neighbourhood. 

At  this  time  great  number!:^  of  the  Esquimaux  were  labour^ 
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is^  imder  severe  sickiiefis*  Several  deaths  took  place  in 
oonseqiienoe  of  their  want  of  medical  assistance*  althongh 
as  soon  as  the  knowledge  of  these  dxcumstances  came  to 
the  eai8  <tf  Captain  Pany,  every  possible  assistance  was  af- 
ibided  them.  They  were  taken  on  board  the  ships,  an<L 
part  €i  the  cabin  screened  off  for  their  accommodation. 
Warm  broth,  and  other  food  was  given  to  them,  and  every 
effort  used  for  their  recovery  and  comfort 

One  fieonily  was  taken  on  board  the  Heda.  Captain  Lyon 
says,  the  mother,  named  Poo-too-alook,  was  about  85  years  of 
age,  the  child  about  three  years,  yet  not  weaned,  and  a  fe- 
male ;  there  was  also  another  daughter  Shega^  about  twelve 
or  thirteen  years  of  age,  who  as  well  as  her  father  was  a  most 
attentive  nurse.  My  hopes  were  but  small  as  far  as  con* 
cemed  the  mother,  but  the  child  was  so  patient  that  I  hoped 
firom  its  docility  soon  to  accustom  it  to  soups  and  nourishing 
food,  as  its  only  complaint  was  actual  starvation.  I  screened 
off  a  portion  of  my  cabin,  and  arranged  some  bedding  for 
them,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  Esquimaux  do  their  own- 
Warm  broth,  dry  bedding,  and  a  comfortable  cabin  did  won- 
ders before  evening,  and  our  medical  men  gave  me  great 
hopes.  As  an  introduction  to  a  system  of  cleanliness,  and 
preparatory  to  washing  the  sick,  who  were  in  a  most  filthy 
state,  I  scrubbed  Shega  and  her  father  from  head  to  foot 
and  dressed  them  in  new  clothes.  During  the  night  I  per- 
suaded  both  mother  and  child,  who  were  very  restless  and 
constantly  moaning,  to  take  a  few  spoonfuls  of  soup.  On 
the  morning  of  the  24th  the  woman  appeared  considerably 
improved,  and  Ae  both  spoke  and  ate  a  litUe.  As  she  was 
covered  with  so  thick  a  coating  of  dirt  that  it  could  be  taken 
off  in  scales,  I  obtained  her  assent  to  wash  her  face  and 
bands  a  little  before  noon.  The  man  and  his  daughter  now 
came  to  my  table  to  look  at  some  things  I  had  laid  out  to 
amuse  them ;  and  after  a  few  minutes  Shega  lifted  the  cur- 
tain to  look  at  her  mother,  when  she  again  let  it  fall  ?^nd 
trembling  told  us  she  was  drad. 
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The  husband  sighed  heavily,  the  dai^hter  bmst  inte 
teaisp  and  the  poor  little  infaut  made  the  moment  more  dis- 
tressing by  calling  in  a  plaintive  tone  on  its  mother,  by  whose 
side  it  was  Ijring.  I  determined  on  borying  the  woman  on 
shore,  and  the  husband  was  much  pleased  at  my  promising 
that  the  body  should  be  drawn  on  a  sledge  by  men  instead 
of  dogs.  Takkeelikkeeta,  her  husband,  had  told  me  that 
when  he  left  the  huts  with  his  wife,  a  dog  was  devouring 
the  body  of  another  Esquimaux,  as  he  passed  it 

TakkeeUkkeeta  now  prepared  to  dress  the  dead  body,  and 
in  the  first  place  stopped  his  nose  with  deer's  hair  and  put 
on  his  gloves,  seeming  unwilling  that  his  naked  hand  should 
eome  in  contact  with  the  corpse.  I  observed  in  this  occupa- 
tion his  care  that  every  article  of  dress  should  be  as  cave'*^ 
fully  placed  as  when  his  wife  was  living,  and  having  drawn 
the  boots  on  the  wrong  legs,  he  pulled  them  off  again  and 
put  them  properly;  this  ceremony  finished,  the  deceased 
was  sewed  up  in  a  hammock,  and  at  the  husband's  urgent 
request  her  face  was  left  uncovered.  An  officer  who  was 
present  at  the  time  agreed  with  me  in  fancying  that  the  man, 
from  his  words  and  actions,  intimated  a  wish  that  the  liviug 
child  might  be  enclosed  with  its  mother.  We  may  have  been 
mistaken,  but  there  is  an  equal  probability  that  we  were 
right  in  our  conjecture ;  for  according  to  Crantz  and  Egede 
the  Greenlanders  were  in  the  habit  of  burying  their  mother- 
less infants  from  a  persuasion  that  they  must  otherwise  starve 
|o  death,  and  also  from  being  unable  to  bear  the  cries  of  the 
lit  le  ones  while  lingering  for  several  days  without  suste- 
nance ;  for  no  woman  will  give  them  any  share  of  their  milk, 
which  they  consider  as  the  exclusive  property  of  their  own 
offspring.  My  dogs  being  carefully  tied  up  at  the  man*s 
lequest,  a  party  of  our  people  accompanied  by  me  drew  the 
))ody  to  the  shore,  where  we  made  a  grave  about  a  foot  deep, 
b^ing  unable  to  get  lower  on  account  of  the  firosen  earth, 
^e  body  was  placed  on  its  back  at  the  husband's  request, 
aj^d  be  then  sftepped  mto  the  grave  and  cut  all  the  stitches 
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of  die  btmmockt  although  without  thiowing  it  open,  seem-, 
ing  to  imply  that  the  dead  should  be  left  unconfined*  I  laid 
•  womaii*8  knife  hj  the  side  of  the  body  and  we  filled  up  tbe^ 
gniTe,  over  which  we  also  piled  a  quantity  of  heavy  stones 
which  noanimal  could  remove.  When  all  was  done  and  W9 
returned  to  the  ship,  the  man  lingered  a  few  minutes  be* 
hind  us  and  repeated  two  or  three  sentences,  as  if  address- 
ing  himself  to  his  departed  wife:  he  then  silently  followed. 
We  found  Shega  quite  composed  and  attending  her  little  sis* 
ter,  between  whose  eye-brows  she  had  made  a  spot  with 
soot,  which  I  learned  was  because  being  unweaned  it  must 
certainly  die.  During  the  night  my  little  charge  called  on. 
its  mother  without  intermission,  yet  the  father  slept  as 
soundly  until  morning  as  if  nothing  had  happened* 

All  who  saw  my  patient  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  gave 
me  great  hopes ;  she  could  swallow  easily  and  was  even 
strong  enough  to  t&m  or  sit  upright  without  assistance,  and 
in  the  forenoon  slept  very  soundly.  At  noon  the  sister  of 
the  deceased,  Ootooguak,  ^vith  her  husband  and  son,  came 
to  visit  me.  She  had  first  gone  to  the  Fury  and  was  laugh* 
iug  on  deck,  and  at  her  own  request  was  taken  below,  not 
caring  to  hurry  herself  to  come  to  the  house  of  mourning. 
Even  when  she  came  to  the  Hecla,  she  was  in  high  spirits, 
laughing  and  capering  on  deck  as  if  nothing  had  happened, 
but  on  being  shewn  to  my  cabin,  where  Shega  having  heard 
of  her  arrival  was  sitting  crying  in  readiness,  she  began  with 
her  niece  to  howl  most  wofuUy.  I  however  put  a  stop  to 
this  ceremony,  for  such  it  certainly  was,  under  the  plea  of 
its  disturbing  the  child.  The  arrival  of  a  pot  of  smokii^ 
walrus*flesb  soon  brought  smiles  on  all  faces  but  that  of 
Takkeelikkeeta,  who  refused  food  and  sat  sighing  deeply " 
the  others  ate,  chatted,  and  laughed,  as  if  nothing  but  eat. 
ing  was  worth  thinking  of.  Dinner  being  over,  I  received 
thanks  for  burying  the  woman  in  such  a  way  that  neither 
wdves,  dogs,  nor  foxes  could  dig  her  up  and  eat  her,  fot 
tU  were  full  of  the  story  of  Keimooseuk,  and  even  beiQced 
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iome  of  our  officers  to  go  to  Igloolik  and  shoot  the  olEaading 
dogs.  A  young  woman  named  Ablik,  sister  to  Ooyarm, 
was  induced  after  much  entreaty  and  a  very  large  present 
of  beads,  to  offer  her  breast  to  the  sick  child,  but  the  poor 
litde  creature  pushed  it  angrily  away  Another  woman 
was  asked  to  do  the  same,  but  although  her  child  was  half 
weaned  she  flatly  refused. 

The  aunt  of  my  little  one  seeming  anxious  to  remain, 
and  Shq^  being  now  alone,  I  invited  her  to  stop  the  night. 
In  the  erening  the  child  took  meat  and  jelly  and  sat  up  to 
help  itself,  but  it  soon  after  resumed  its  melancholy  cry  for 
its  mother.  At  night  my  party  had  retired  to  sleep,  yet  I 
heard  loud  sighing  occasionally,  and  on  lifting  the  curtain 
I  saw  Takkeelikkeeta  standing  and  looking  mournfully  at 
his'  child.  I  endeavoured  to  compose  him  and  he  promised 
to  go  to  bed,  but  hearing  him  sighing  in  a  few  minutes,  I 
went  and  found  the  pooi  infant  was  dead,  and  that  its  fa- 
ther had  been  some  time  aware  of  it.  He  now  told  me  it 
bad  seen  its  mother  the  last  time  it  called  on  her,  and  that 
Ae  had  beckoned  it  to  Slhil-la,  (Heaven)  on  which  it  in* 
slaatly  died.  He  said  it  was  '^good^  that  the  child  was 
gonoi  that  no  children  out*lived  their  mothers,  and  that  the 
black  spot  which  Sh^a  had  frequently  renewed  was  quite 
sufficient  to  ensure  the  death  of  the  infant 

My  party  made  a  hearty  breakfast  on  the  26th,  and  I  ob* 
served  they  did  not  semple  to  lay  the  vessel  containing  the 
iiseat  on  the  dead  child,  which  I  had  wrapped  in  a  blanket : 
and  this  unnatural  table  exeited  neither  disgust  nor  any  other 
feeling  amongst  them  more  than  a  block  of  wood  could  have 
done.  We  now  tied  up  all  the  dogs  as  Takkeelikkeeta  de- 
sired,  and  took  the  child  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  eastern 
ot  the  ships  to  bury  it  in  the  snow ;  for  the  father  assured 
me  dmt  her  mother  would  cry  in  her  grave  if  any  weight  of 
sMMt  or  earth  pressed  on  her  infiuit.  She  herself,  he 
feaied^had  already  felt  pain  from  the  monument  of  stones 
wkkb  ws'  liad  hid  npon  her.    The  snow  in  which  we  dug 
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the  cliild*8  grave  was  not  above  a  foot  deep,  yel  we  wtt»  aol 
allowed  to  cat  into  the  ice  or  even  use  any  slabs  of  it  in  eon  • 
stnietiiy  the  little  tomb«  The  body,  wrapped  in  a  blanket 
and  having  the  fiBtce  nncovered,  being  placed,  the  father  put 
the  slings  by  which  its  deceased  mother  had  carried  ily  on 
the  rigfat  side,  and  incompliance  with  the  Esqnimanx  eas- 
tern of  burying  toys  and  presents  with  their  dead,  I  threw  in 
some  beads.  A  few  loose  slabs  <d  snow  were  now  placed 
so  as  to  cover  wr^out  tonching  the  body,  and  with  this  very 
slight  sepnlchre  the  £Etther  was  contenfted,  althoogfa  a  toK 
conld  have  dug  throngh  it  in  half  a  minutcb  We  however 
added  more  snow,  and  cemented  all  by  pooling  aboat  twenty 
backets  of  wiater,  which  were  brought  from  tbe  ship,  on 
every  part  of  the  mound,  I  remarked  that  befirae  our  task 
was  fompleted  the  man  turned  and  walked  quiedy  to  the 
ships. 

During  the  two  last  days,  I  obtained  some  information 
with  respect  to  mourning  ceremonies,  or  at  all  events  such 
as  related  to  the  loss  of  a  mother  of  a  feimily ;  three  days 
were  to  be  passed  by  the  survivors  without  their  walking 
out  on  the  ice,  performing  any  kind  of  work,  or  even  haviim^ 
any  thing  made  for  them.  Washing  is  out  of  the  question 
fvith  Esquimaux  at  most  times,  but  now  it  was  not  allowed 
to  perform  the  necessary  ablutions  of  their  hands  and  hoes, 
however  greasy  or  dirty  they  might  be  made  by  their 
food,  the  girPs  hiair  was  not  to  be  put  in  pigtails,  and 
every  thing  was  neglected ;  Takkeelikkeeta  was  not  to  go 
sealing  until  the  summer.  With  the  exception  of  an  oo» 
casional  sigh  from  the  man,  there  were  no  signs  of 
grief;  our  mourners  ate,  drank,  and  were  merry,  and  no 
one  would  have  supposed  they  ever  had  wife,  mother^  or 
sister.  When  the  three  days,  and  it  is  singular  that 
such  should  be  the  time,  were  expired,  the  man  was  to 
visit  the  grave;  and  having  talked  with  his  wife,  alldntiM 
were  to  be  considered  as  oven  The  28th  was  our  third  dagfv 
but  a  heavy  northerly  gale  and  the  (bicfc  drift  iNPevsnted  Mt 
c5  Q 
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visitii]^  the  gmre.  The  29th,  although  not  fine,  was  moiie 
moderate,  and  I  accompanied  him  at  an  eariy  hoar.  Arriving 
at  the  gtave,  he  anxiously  walked  up  to  it  and  carefullj 
aeaght  &r  foot*tracks  on  the  snow,  but  finding  none,  re* 
peated  to  himself,  **  No  w<dves,  no  dogs,  no  foxes,  thank 
ye,  thaak  ye.**  He  now  b^jan  a  conversation  which  he  di- 
reded  entirely  to  the  grave,  as  if  addressing  his  wife.  He 
called  her  twice  by  name,  and  twice  told  her  how  the  wind 
was  Uowii^,  looking  at  the  same  time  in  the  direction  from 
whence  the  drift  was  coming.  He  next  broke  forth  into  a 
kfw  monotonous  chant,  and  keei»ng  his  eyes  fixed  on  the 
gmve^  walked  slowly  round  it  in  the  direction  of  the  san 
foor  or  five  times,  and  at  each  circuit  he  stopped  a  few  mo- 
ments at  the  head.  His  song  was,  however,  uninterrupted, 
▲t  the  expiraticm  of  about  eight  minutes,  he  stopped,  and 
turning  suddenly  round  to  me,  exclaimed  Iksgteaf  (that^s 
enough)  and  began  walking  back  to  the  ship.  In  the  song  he 
chanted  I  could  fipequently  distingaish  the  word  Kayetma^ 
^lank  you)  and  it  was  occasionally  coupled  with  the  Kab- 
loonas.  Two  other  expressions,  both  the  names  of  the  spirits 
or  fieuniliars  c^  the  Annatko,  Toolemak,  were  used  a  few 
times ;  but  the  whole  of  die  other  words  were  perfectly  unin- 
telligible to  me. 

I  now  sent  Shegm  and  her  fether  home,  well  clothed  and 
in  good  case.  The  week  they  had  passed  on  board  was 
sufficient  time  to  have  gained  them  the  esteem  of  every  one, 
fer  they  were  the  most  quiet  inoffensive  beings  I  ever  met 
widi,  and  to  their  credit  they  never  once  b^ged.  The  man 
was  remarkable  fer  his  extraordinary  fondness  fer  treacle, 
sngar,  salt,  acids,  and  spruce  beer,  which  the  others  of  the 
tribe  could  not  even  smdl  without  disgust ;  and  he  walked 
sbont  to  the  different  messes  in  hopes  of  being  treated  witli 
these  ddioades.  Shega  was  a  timid  well-behaved  girl,  and 
geoendfy  remained  eating  in  my  cabin,  for  I  am  confidmt 
of  spesfattg  fer  within  bounds  when  I  say  she  got  through 
eight  ^poQods  of  solids  per  diem.    As   %r  as  gratitude  covdd 
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he  thowii  hf  EiqpmnaiiT,  whieli  ui  Mjlng  '  luij«niia*  en 
jwcainug  a  praMiity  my  firiends  were  umiiAe  of  the  attieniimt 
I  kad  thovn  them. 

Tha  Ettgliah  wen  iufoimed  tiiat  the  eorpae  of  Haeoojaky 
wlio  had  died  in  thehoapital,had  beeii  taken  ii|^  hf  llie  dciBi. 
The  anaw-coverhig  being  the  aeound  time  put  over  the  body, 
a  second  disinterment  was  as  easily  effected  aday  or  two  aft^, 
andanother  meal  made  by  the  hungry  dogs.  In  relating  this 
8loacy»  at  which  every  feelii^  of  common  humanity  revoUa, 
the  Esquimaux  pretended  to  be  very  mudi  oiraged  with  the 
3og9f  and  let  some  of  the  gentlemen  know  that  dieiy  wished 
the  Kabloonaa  would  shoot  them.  As  it  was  not  the 
ownen  of  the  dogs  who  expresed  tkis  wish,  and  aa  a 
knife  was  quite  as  effectual  in  killing  a  dog  aa  a  gon  would 
be^  if  applied  with  equal  good  will,  they  did  not  think 
pioper  to  inflict  such  a  punishment,  which,  if  due  at  all, 
would  more  properly  have  &llen  on  those  who  made  die 
eomplaint*  It  is  most  certain  indeed,  that  none  but  the  im* 
mediate  relatives  of  the  deceased  cared  a  jot  about  the  mm- 
ter;  nor  did  the  other  individuals  among  them  hesitate  to 
laugh  as  they  heard  or  told  the  story.  On  some  of  our  peo* 
pie  going  out  to  the  village,  they  found  this  Ficcooyak's  chiU 
had  diedy  owing  probably  to  the  misery  and  consequent  in  - 
attention  of  its  mother  £jftga,  who  now  lived  as  before  with 
the  infirm  and  aged  parents  of  her  late  husband. 

From  the  morning  of  the  24th  till  midnight  on  the  QSA 
the  mercury  in  the  barometer  was  never  below  30.32  inchet^« 
and  at  noon  on  the  latter  day  had  reached  30.52  inches, 
which  was  the  highest  they  had  observed  it  in  the  coume 
of  this  voyage.  This  unusual  indication  of  the  barometer 
was  followed  by  hard  gales  on  the  27th  and  28th9  first  from 
die  S.  W.  and  afterwards  firom  the  N.  W.  the  mercury  fid* 
Iittg  ffom  30.51  inches  at  eight  P.  M.  on  the  26th,  to 
M4^5  about  five  A.  M.  on  the  27th,  or  about  0.26  of  an 
msh  in  nine  hours,  before  the  breese  came  on.  At  midnight 
on  the  1 7th  it  reached  29.30,  and  on  the  following  night  9M6 
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wnich  was  its  mimmom  indication  during  the  gale.  Theie 
high  winds  were  accompanied  by  a  rise  in  the  thermometer 
very  unusual  at  this  season  of  the  year»  the  temperature 
continuing  above  zero  for  several  hours,  and  very  near  this 
point  of  the  scale  for  the  whole  two  days. 

The  mean  temperature  of  January  proved  indeed  as  re- 
markable  for  being  a  high  one,  as  that  of  the  preceding 
mouth  had  been  in  a  contrary  way,  being  only  17*.07,  or 
more  than  ten  degrees  wanner  thau  December.  Tlie  fii*st 
fortnight  in  February  bid  fair  to  present  a  similar  anomaly ; 
the  mild  weather  now  experienced  giving  great  hopes  of  a 
wipter  rather  favourable  than  otherwise,  notwithstanding 
the  severity  with  which  it  had  set  in. 

About  this  time  they  were  much  shocked  to  hear,  by  an  ar- 
rival firom  the  distant  huts,  of  the  death  of  a  young  man 
named  Noogloo,  the  flower  of  the  whole  tribe.  His  cam*- 
plaint,  so  far  as  they  could  learn,  had  been  of  some  continu- 
ance; Toolemak,  a  native  who  considered  him  as  his 
adopted  son,  had  been  out  to  visit  him  two  or  three  times, 
and  was  much  afflicted  by  bis  loss.  There  was  something 
pecuUariy  shocking  in  the  havoc  which  death  appeared  now 
to  be  making  among  the  younger  and  mote  vigorous  indi* 
viduals  of  this  tribe. 

On  passing  some  of  the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux,  Captain 
Parry  entered  the  one  belonging  to  the  parents  of  Kaga, 
the  widow  of  the  Esquimaux  so  much  esteemed  by  the 
English.  They  were  apparently  in  a  most  wretched  state, 
with  scarcely  any  clothes,  and  Kaga  lay  moaning,  covered 
with  some  dirty  skins.  On  inquiring  how  she  was,  she  said 
she  was  not  ill,  but  wretched,  some  of  the  natives  having 
robbed  her  of  almost  every  thing  she  had,  and  which  it  was 
understood  was  too  commonly  the  practice  towards  the  wi<> 
dow  on  the  death  of  the  husband.  All  the  presents  which 
had  been  made  to  her  and  her  husband  from  the  ships  were 
gone,  there  appeared  nothing  to  eat,  and  the  snow  melting, 
there  was  &  continual  drip 
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Cipliiiii  lij<m  haying  been  made  aoqnainted  with  the  •{• 
toatioB  of  Kaga,  sent  to  fetch  her  and  lodged  her  in  his  ca»' 
bin,  and  every  endeavour  was  used  for  her  recovery.  Fler« 
ceiving  the  wretched  state  in  which  widows  are  left,  it  sog« 
gested  itself  to  him  to  endeavour  to  promote  a  matrimonial 
union  between  KmgA  and  TakkeelUtkeeta ;  the  latter  how* 
ever  appeared  so  greatly  to  lament  the  loss  of  his  late  wile 
that  no  snch  intimation  could  be  made  unto  him  |  and  for- 
ther  experience  showed  K^pa  to  be  v<nd  of  those  feelinge 
wUefa  codd  induce  a  disposition  to  render  her  any  service. 

In  the  mean  time  the  place  for  the  reeeption  of  the  sicki 
into  which  the  Esquimaux  also  were  admitted,  began  so  to 
swarm  with  lice  as  to  render  it  necessary  that  the  sick  b^ 
longing  to  the  ships*  companies  should'be  removed,  or  the  Es- 
quimaax  no  longer  admitted  into  it  Captain  Parry  therefore 
resolved  to  build  a  place  expressly  for  the  reception  of  the 
Esquimaux.  Having  suggested  this  to  the  officersi  ar» 
langements  were  made  without  delay  to  erect  a  separate 
dwelling  for  the  natives,  and  an  house  was  quickly  erected 
for  their  accommodation.  Mr.  Edwards  and  Mr.  Skeoch 
arranged  every  thing  necessary  to  be  attended  in  the  ma- 
nagement of  this  infirmary,  and  Mr.  Hooper  provided  a  stock 
of  sea-horse  meat  for  their  support. 

It  appeared  by  a  girdle  worn  by  the  mother  of  the  young 
man  To(dooak,  that  they  killed  a  great  number  of  deer 
This  girdle  was  adorned  with  twenty-nine  ears  of  that  ani- 
mal, all  which  had  been  killed  by  him  in  the  course  of  last 
summer. 

Although  these  people  had  not  been  discovered  in  many 
acts  of  thieving,  yet  it  occasionally  occurred,  and  it  was 
manifest  that  their  desire  of  possesing  many  of  the  articles 
which  the  ships*  stores  presented  to  their  view,  oftentimes 
became  irresistible.  An  old  woman  whom  they  had  known 
at  Winter  Island,  having  been  suspected  by  Mr.  Skeoch  of 
stssling  a  silver  thimble  out  of  his  cabin,  a  few  days  previ* 
ous,  now  brought  the  thimble  back#  telling  him  that  finding  if 
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too  small  for  her  finger,  she  had  Iioiiestly  brougtit  it  iMek 
and  requested  some  present  in  return. 

Party  feeling  and  petty  animosities  appeared  to  influence 
the  Esquimaux  as  pmrcrfully  as  these  sensations  are  mani- 
fested among  Euro]>cans.  Tlie  diflerent  families  were  as 
envious  and  ill  disposed  towards  each  other  as  though  ihey 
were  hostile  nations,  and  enry  of  each  otiiers  prosperity  was 
not  disguised  among  them.  Mr.  Hoo]ier  having  been  to  the 
huts  to  purchase  food  for  the  sick  Esquimaux  in  the  hospital 
was  asked  by  one  of  the  patients  of  wliom  he  had  obtained 
it,  and  having  named  the  person,  the  sick  man  declared  he 
would  on  that  account  partake  of  none  of  it.  No  reply  was 
made  to  this  declaration,  and  after  a  few  days  the  angry 
patient  received  the  food  offered  to  him  without  making  fur* 
ther  inquiry. . 

They  had  among  them  a  number  of  peculiar  customs. 
A  sick  person  was  cautious  not  to  see  another  sick  |icrsou 
unless  it  were  a  Kabloona  or  European.  A  ny  vessel  or  ctip, 
out  of  which  a  sick  person  drank,  mu^t  be  used  by  no  other 
person,  so  that  in  taking  care  of  the  sick  Esquimnux  by 
the  English,  each  individiuil  had  separate  utensils.  So 
paiticular  was  one  of  them,  that  he  would  not  take  the  water 
which  came  from  the  g^rcat  boiler,  but  a  lump  wns  obh'gcd 
to  be  kept  burning  for  his  use.  The  powei-s  of  prejudice  and 
the  force  of  imagination  cannot  but  be  noticed  in  these  cir- 
cumstances, that  a  people  so  filthy  in  their  habits  should  have 
such  strong  objections  to  matters  of  no  manner  of  imporumce, 
as  to  be  able  to  resist  the  strong  and  powerful  claims  of  their 
voracious  appetites,  which  on  all  other  occasions  appeared 
to  have  the  supreme  ascendancy. 

Under  such  repeated  calls  for  the  exercise  of  their  humane 
endeavours  to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  these  people,  it  may 
readily  be  supposed  that  the  medical  gentlemen  and  officers 
had  their  time  greatly  occupied  in  theia*  attendance  on  them, 
indeed  their  patient  and  persevering  attention  and  endea- 
vours to  alleviate  the  sufferings  of  these  people  deserves  the 
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Ughatt  ^fwrnnenclatioii.  The  seemingly  went  of  gcatitiide 
and  flwinUhhiess,  tbe  dirty  end  filthj  state  of  their  peraoni^ 
added  Id  other  einaimstancee  of  a  lepnlaive  eharacter,  xe- 
quiied  an  effort  of  eoae  fon^e  <m  die  part  of  those  attending 
theniy  to  enable  them  lo  peneveie  until  their  patients  were 
tn  a  conTalescent  state. 

.  About  the  middle  of  February  meat  began  to  be  rerf 
abundant  in  the  Tillage.  Several  aea^horses  were  killed,  as 
well  as  a  number  of  bears*  A  youth  who  had  aocidently  met 
a  severe  wound  in  his  leg^  and  was  taken  into  die  lids, 
to  be  cured,  raanifiMtfed  the  stmgth  of  his  appetite  by 
eatiog  fourt  fiTe>  and  even  six  pounds  of  aolid  meat  as  fass 
daily  allowance.  It  may  well  be  supposed  that  a  people 
taking  such  quantities  of  f(x>d,  bowever  abundantly  supplied 
on  some  occasions,  would  often  be  in  a  state  of  want,  in  a 
country  where  their  resources  were  drawn  from  the  sea,  or 
from  catching  the  wild  animals  which  occasionally  visited 
them. 

By  way  of  proving  what  quantity  of  food  these  people 
would  take,  on  one  occasion  a  lad  was  treated  with  as  full 
a  supply  as  he  was  disposed  to  eai  during  the  day,  the  quan- 
tity being  measured  out  to  him.    The  following  are  the  par- 
ticulars, lbs.  ox. 
Sea-horse  flesh  fiosen        •      A    A 
Ditto  boiled      ...      4    4 
Bread  and  bread-dust        •      I  12 
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The  proportion  of  liquids  was 
Rich  gravy-soup        •      1|  pint 
Baw  spirits        .  3  wine  glasses 

Water       .        .        .17  pints 
Strong  grog       .        •      1  tumbler 
In  die  secluded  situation  of  die  EsquimauXf  in  a  climate 
whese  die  earth  admits  of  no  cuIdTstion,  or  at  least  scaici^ 
aojf  wpedocated  and  without  die  means  of  ehiaining  know* 
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ledge>  all  the  happiness  of  these  people  appears  to  centre  in 
the  indulgencn  of  their  "gluttonous  appetites ;  and  to  such  a 
degree,  that  the/  gratify  this  disposition  although  the  pros- 
pect in  future  days  may  be  the  want  of  any  food  whatever. 

In  the  cousse  of  the  long  stay  which  the  ships  made  among 
the  Esquimaux,  some  idea  was  endeavoured  to  be  con- 
veyed to  them  of  the  population,  cUmate,  productions,  and 
eivil  government  of  the  nations  of  Europe  and  oi  Great 
Britain  in  particular.  But  it  was  with  great  difficulty  theii 
minds  were  brought  to  conceive  the  various  ranks  and  sta- 
tions which  di£ferent  persons  filled  in  civilized  society :  all 
importance  in  their  idea  was  to  be  measured  by  the  riches 
which  each  possessed.  The  ships  they  supposed  to  be  the 
respective  property  of  Captain  Parry  and  Captain  Lyon, 
and  were  consequently  distinguished  by  the  appellation  ot 
Lyon-oomiak  and  Parry-oomiak.  Upon  the  same  principle 
they  supposed  the  boats  to  belong  to  other  individuals  of  the 
ships;  and  were  full  of  astonishment  when  inforoied  that 
the  ships  and  boats,  and  all  they  contained,  belonged  to  one 
person,  who  had  also  a  great  number  of  other  oomiaks,  both 
larger  and  more  valuable  than,  these ;  that  it  was  by  his  order 
they  now  paid  this  visit  to  them. 

One  of  these  Esquimaux,  named  Ewerat,  who  possessed 
a  much  superior  understanding  to  most  of  his  countrymen, 
was  shown  a  chart,  and  the  distance  and  situation  of  Great 
Britain,  and  many  other  countries,  pointed  out  to  biro,  as 
well  as  the  space  occupied  by  his  own  countrymen.  He 
was  soon  led  to  estimate  their  comparative  size  and  distance, 
and  his  astonishment  was  expressed  by  an  emphatical  hei-ya, 
which  is  their  word  of  astonishment  and  admiration.  After 
having  pointed  out  these  circumstances,  he  and  his  wife  were 
asked  if  they  would  be  willing  to  leave  their  country  and 
friends  and  go  with  the  English  to  their  country.  To  this 
they  most  readily  assented,  and  expressed  the  highest  gra- 
tification at  the  prospect  of  seeing  those  wonderful  things 
and  places  which  had  been  presented  to  their  attention 
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As  those  who  had  been  sick  recovered  any  measure  of 
health,  they  manifested  the  greatest  impatience  to  be  again 
nuiging  abroad  in  the  open  air ;  so  that  by  too  great  ex** 
ertioQS  they.someUmes  brought  on  a  relapse,  and  it  was  only 
by  agreeing  to  their  wishes  under  certain  conditions  and  re« 
BtrictionSy  that  they  were  in  most  instances  manageable  in 
these  circumstances. 

About  the  middle  of  March,  two  families  of  the  Esqui* 
maux  left  Igloolik  and  moved  to  the  southward,  where  they 
said  the  walrusses  were  more  abundant,  and  before  the  end 
of  the  month  many  more  families  took  their  final  departc^e. 
These  removals  could  not  arise  from  a  want  of  the  opportu- 
nity of  procuring  food,  but  is  the  consequence  of  habit,  and 
the  disposition  of  all  uncivilized  people  to  roam  about  and 
change  their  habitations* 

The  state  of  the  weather  was  now  such  that  the  ships*  crews 
engaged  in  a  variety  of  games  on  sliore.  Cricket,  quoits, 
and  other  sports  occupied  some  hours  every  day,  and  both 
officeis  and  men  found  the  cheering  effects  of  being  more 
abroad. 

On  the  21st  the  wife  of  another  of  the  Esquimaux  died. 
She  had  been  brought  to  the  hospital  a  few  days  preceding 
in  a  very  weak  state,  and  died  without  a  stru^le.  As  sh<? 
was  on  the  point  of  expiring,  she  took  the  hand  of  Mr.  Skeoch 
and  pressed  it  to  her  lips  as  expressive  of  the  gratitude  she 
felt  for  the  attention  he  had  paid  to  her  during  her  sicknesH. 
Her  husband  also  manifested  much  thankfulness  for  his  at- 
tention to  her.  A  very  short  time  before  she  died,  the 
husband  fetched  two  of  his  sons  who  were  then  on  board  the 
ships,  to  see  their  mother,  and  on  her  expiring  they  all 
burst  out  into  crying  and  lamentations  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  then  left  the  spot  apparently  as  cheerful  as  ever.  Her 
husband  now  dressed  her  in  her  clothes,  and  she  was  sewed 
up  in  a  hammock,  leaving  her  fa^e  uncovered.  On  the  day 
foIlAwins:  she  was  buried,  the  body  being  placed  on  a  sledge 
and  dmwn  by  two  men  to  tue  place  o^  interm^it     When  it 

ad 
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was  put  into  the  grave,  some  staves  were  placed  across  to 
prevent  any  weight  restmg  upon  it,  and  he  then  threw  on 
large  slabs  of  snow.  Having  thus  finished  his  duty,  he  per- 
mitted the  English  to  throw  on  it  a  quantity  of  stones  and 
earth. 

The  difference  in  the  weather  between  day  and  night  be- 
gan to  evidence  itself  in  a  small  degree  as  early  as  the  mid- 
dU  of  March,  but  the  return  of  the  light  of  the  sun,  and  the 
change  from  almost  constant  darkness  to  almost  constant 
day  was  that  which  the  English  beheld  as  the  most  cheer- 
ing circumstance.  Only  a  few  weeks  after  the  first  re-ap- 
pearance of  the  sun,  there  was  twilight  during  the  whole  of 
the  night. 

In  the  first  week  in  April,  Captain  Lyon  paid  a  visit  to  a 
village  ci  the  Esquimaux  situated  at  a  considerable  distance 
some  miles  to  die  westward  of  Tern  Island.  It  consisted 
oi  a  few  huts  compr^ending  about  thirty  personp.  The 
captain  travelled  on  his  sledge,  drawn  by  dogs.  These  peo- 
{de  had  been  very  successful  in  catching  young  walrusses 
and  seals,  and  two  young  men  among  them  were  in  a  state 
of  debility,  which,  from  the  inquiries  he  made,  CSaptain  Lyon 
imputed  to  excessive  eating. 

Other  parties  of  the  Esquimaux  were  settled  in  opposite 
directions.  Their  huts  were  built  upon  the  ice  near  the  land 
and  the  open  water  to  give  them  the  opportunity  of  catch- 
ing wahrusses.  In  his  return  on  his  sledge  to  the  ships. 
Captain  Lyon  was  obliged  to  trust  himself  entirely  to  the 
dogs,  a  heavy  snow  having  fallen,  and  it  drifting  with  the 
wind,  they  were  not  able  to  distinguish  any  objects  at  a  dis- 
tanoe. 

The  mondi  of  April  being  the  season  when  the  seals  ge- 
nerally produce  their  young,  the  natives  were  continually 
upon  the  watch  to  kill  them.  They  caught  the  young  ones 
in  abundance,  after  first  kilUng  the  mother,  by  hooking 
them  up  with  a  $ta£L  They  usually  produce  two  j-ouog* 
(ocminf  a  land  of  cavern  under  the  ice.    The  skins  were 
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broci^f  to  the  diips  for  die  puipoie  of  Wter^  and  thtme  -ei 
the  jottng  «ed  poBseasad  die  feel  and  teixure  of  imw  aiUb 

On  the  16th  of  this  month  died  Mr.  Alexander  EldtTf 
Gteenhad  mate  off  the  Heohty  off  the  diopqr.  He  had  been 
twice,  before  on  the  expeditions  for  the  discoveiy  of  a  North* 
west  passage,  and  had  been  pmmoted  to  his  present  sitnar 
tion  in  oonseqoence  of  his  fiuthfol  and  attentive  senrices  on 
former  oceasiotts.  His  death  was  mneh  regretted  both  bj 
officers  and  seamen.  He  was  boried  near  the  obsenratory 
with  all  proper  deoomm,  and  aheap  off  stcmes,  with  a  head- 
stonoi  was  placed  over  his  bo^« 

About  this  time  huge  floeks  off  dndtt  visited  diis  isUad, 
but  the  open  water  where  they  were  to  be  met  with  was  too 
fiur  distant  to  enaUe  die  people  to  shoot  any  oi  dienu 

It  had  long  been  in  the  contemplation  of  Captain  Ftory 
what  would  be  the  proper  mode  ot  proceeding  as  soon  as 
die  weather  should  liberate  the  ships  from  their  winter  sta- 
tion.  The  stores  cm  board  the  two  ships  he  considered  as 
inadequate  to  the  support  of  the  crews,  were  they  to  remain 
anodier  winter  frozen  np  in  this  northern  dimate,  and  the 
effort  ibr  farther  discovery  would  probably  be  ineffectual  ex^* 
cepting  the  attempt  was  persevered  in  so  far  as  to  render 
such  circmnstances  more  than  probable*  He  therefore  con* 
sidered  that  it  would  be  practicable  for  only  one  ship  to 
make  the  attempt,  and  that  the  Fury  should  take  as  much 
provisions  and  stores  as  might  be  necessary  out  of  die  Heda, 
and  Captain  Lyon  should  return  with  her  to  England.  By 
this  means  also  he  would  have  the  o^iportunity  of  stating  to 
the  Lords  of  die  Admiralty  all  dieir  past  efforts,  and  thereby 
they  might  make  any  alterations  in  their  purpose  of  sending 
die  vessel  which  was  to  meet  them  in  Beerings  Straits.  On 
all  these  matters  he  consulted  with  Captain  Lyon,  who  coin* 
dded  in  opinion  with  hinu 

Having  thus  determined.  Captain  Parry  made  known  his 
intentions  to  the  ships*  companies  after  divine  service  on  the 
tOdi  of  April ;  and  at  tho  some  time  an  iMitation  wmi 
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given  to  the  seamen  of  the  Hecla  to  enter  on  board  the  FnTy, 
as  he  intended  to  increase  the  number  of  men  on  board  his 
■hip  beyond  the  complement  originally  appointed.  A  re- 
moral  of  provisions  and  stores  also  immediately  commenced, 
and  an  exchange  was  made  with  the  Hecla  of  the  more 
serviceable  anchors,  boats,  and  cables.  In  about  a  fortnight 
the  removal  of  stores  to  the  Hecla  was  completed,  by  means 
of  the  Esquimaux  dogs,  who  performed  the  whole  service  of 
the  removal,  none  of  the  crew  being  called  on  to  convey  the 
stores  from  one  ship  to  the  other ;  and  it  excited  the  astonish- 
ment of  the  ships'  companies  to  observe  with  what  ease  and 
expedition  the  dogs  performed  this  service.  Some  idea  may 
be  formed  of  the  value  of  the  services  of  these  animals  when 
it  is  stated,  that  nine  of  them  drew  a  body  of  stores  weighing 
sixteen  hundred  and  eleven  pounds  from  the  Ueda  to  the 
Fury,  being  a  distance  of  nearly  half  a  mile,  in  about  nine 
minutes*  In  this  manner  the  dogs  laboured  for  about  eighf 
hours  each  day  until  the  removal  was  completed. 

By  the  end  of  April  the  thawing  of  the  snow  of  which  the 
Esquimaux  huts  were  composed,  rendered  the  abodes  of 
these  people  the  most  uncomfortable  that  can  be  conceived, 
the  floor  being  constantly  wet*  They  were  necessitated  also 
to  place  skins  over  the  openings  which  the  melting  of  the 
snow  occasioned  in  their  roofs.  Several  of  the  families  also 
now  began  to  remove ;  some  to  another  part  of  the  island 
and  others  to  some  small  island  at  a  distance.  The  ships 
now  began  to  enjoy  the  comfort  of  opening  the  hatches  every 
day  to  admit  the  fresh  air,  a  luxury  they  had  not  enjoyed  for 
the  last  six  months* 

The  rapidity  of  the  change  of  the  temperature  of  the  at- 
mosphere  could  not  but  be  noticed  by  every  individual,  and 
the  earth  exhibited  also  the  most  evident  tokens  of  the  rapid 
approach  of  the  summer.  Instead  of  one  unvaried  white  ap- 
pearance, there  were  to  be  seen  large  dark  patches  of  land 
iinth  multitudes  of  caterpillars. 

To  expedite  the  thawing  of  the  ice  round  the  ships,  and 
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to  opeo  a  pftisnge  to  the  sea,  the  flledgw  dmim.  by  tlie  dogii 
were  enqAoTed  to  cany  sand  finom  the  above.  A  diirtm»  ef 
great  pait  of.a  mile  wae  thus  ooveredf  and  of  the  widdi  ^ 
more  tban  twenty  feet^  that  by  thia  means  ibe  ioe  migbl  be 
more  quickly  diseolTed*. 

At  thia  period  Captain  Lyon  went  onl  on  a  afaooting  e»i. 
cnrsion  to  a  point  of  land  called  Adagnuk,  accompanied  by 
some  of  the  EaqnimaiUL  .Hemetwith  oonsiderahleaQoceiBy. 
killing  a  great  number  of  king-ducka,  which  the  natirea 
collected  in  their  canoea*  Finding  their  ancoeaa  ao  gfeatpi 
shooting  pardea  were  established  in  the  neighbourhood  ao» 
companied  by  the  amall  boats  from  the  shipsi  as  they  found 
the  Esquimaux  were  in  the  practice  of  hmfiag  badi  many 
of  the  birda  which  were  shot  on  theae  occasions*  In  a  few 
days  this  party  brought  to  the  ships  a  supply  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  ducks  as  well  as  other  game,  and  the  whole  was 
dispersed  among  the  ships^  companies. 

Captain  Lyon  at  this  time  undertook  a  journey  to  the 
shores  of  the  Polar  Sea,  with  a  view  to  obtain  information 
respecting  those  parts  which  the  ships  had  been  prevented 
from  approaching  in  consequence  of  the  closeness  of  the 
ice*  It  was  intended  by  this  means  to  form  a  judgment  as 
to  the  future  movements  of  the  Fury.  Two  persons  were 
to  accompany  Captain  Lyon,  and  provisions  lor  a  month 
were  to  be  conveyed  on  a  sledge.  On  the  7th  of  May  the 
captain  quitted  the  ships,  accompanied  by  Captain  Farry^ 
who  proposed  travelling  to  a  place  named  Quilliam  Creek, 
where  they  landed  the  next  day.  Here  they  pitched  theii 
tents,  and  fixed  their  abode  for  the  remainder  of  the  day, 
some  of  the  party  being  affected  by  snow  blindness,  and 
others  by  an  inflammation  of  the  face  occasioned  by  the  heat 
of  the  sun. 

On  the  9th  Captain  Lyon  went  forward  on  his  journey, 
and  Captain  Pany  having  been  informed  by  one  of  the  Es- 
quimaux that  if  they  proceeded  to  the  head  of  this  Creek  and 
broke  through  the  ice,  which  was  about  five  feet  thick,  they 
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mil^t  catch  abundance  of  salmon,  proceeded  to  make,  tbfi 
attempt.  After  several  hours  labour  they  obtained  an  open^ 
ing  to  the  water,  which  mstantly  rose  to  nearly  the  surfaen 
of  the  ice ;  and  the  lines  were  thrown  into  the  place*  in  fiiU 
expectation  of  much  success,  but  after  several  hours  unsuc- 
cessful waiting,  no  appearance  of  success  presenting  itself, 
they  set  off  on  their  return  to  the  ships.  In  their  journey 
the  par^  became  so  blinded  by  the  snow,  that  it  was  with 
difficulty  they  could  direct  the  jsledge*  On  the  13th,  they 
reached  Arlagnnk,  where  they  found  the  sbootiiig  partiea 
with  a  large  supply  of  ducks. 

Towards  the  end  of  this  month  they  were  visijbsd  by  A.|ew» 
Esquimaux  whom  they  had  never  before  seen.  Froqi  4hem 
they  learnt  that  they  had  seen  several  Kabloona  (European^ 
ships  empbyed  in  killing  whalea ;  and  firom  the  dieseriptkna 
of  the  rout  it  was  supposed  they  came  £rom  some  pait^  of 
the  western  coast  of  Baffin's  Bay.  They  stated  Uiat  two* 
ships  like  the  Fury  had  been  driven  on  shore  by  the  ice,  and 
the  people  escaped  in  their  boats,  a  t^t  which  has  since 
been  confirmed  by  the  account  of  the  Dexterity  of  Leith  and 
the  Aurora  of  HuU  having  been  wrecked  in  the  month  of 
August  1821,  about  the  latitude  of  72  degrees.  It  cannoti 
but  be  remarked  that  the  Esquimaux  nation  appear  widdy 
dispersed,  and  no  doubt  are  sometimes  carried  out  to  sea  by 
the  breaking  off  of  the  field  ice,  which  may  account  in  s(mie 
measure  for  this  circumstance*  The  following  is  a  fact  oi 
very  recent  date. 

Account  of  the  remarkable  preservation  of  two  Esquimaur 
belonging  to  the  Christian  Congregation  at  Hopedale,  one 
of  the  settlemenis  of  the  Moravians  on  the  Labrador  coasts 
who  were  carried  out  to  sea  on  afield  of  Ice^  and  for  nine 
days  driven  about  at  the  mercy  of  the  waves, 

Peter,  Titus,  and  Conrad,  three  Esquimaux,  went  to  an 
island  in  the  open  sea  called  Kikkertarsook,  their  usu%| 
spring  place  for  catching  seals.    While  on  a  large  field  of 
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tee  wtoeawg  for  their  prey^  and  diawing  near  tbe  ec^; 
they  found  cradn  in  the  ice  in  aereral  places.  Suddenly 
die  part  on  whidi  they  stood  was  dislodged  by  the  wmd  and 
hroke  awi^  from  the  land.  Crarad  tamed  his  dedge  into 
a  kind  <^  raft  by  ^ng  sidns  and  seals'  bladders  to  it,  and 
eontrived  to  paddle  to  the  finn  ice^  using  a  seal  Jardin  as  m 
mdder,  It  was  agreed  that  he  should  proeore  a  kayak  or 
boat  and  come  to  their  assistance)  to  pioeuie  whiefa  he 
hastened  with  all  possiUe  qpeed,  bat  when  he  retomed  to 
die  q^et «  soo4i«weat  wind  had  earned  them  so  £ur  into  the 
open  sea  that  they  could  hardly  be  discemedf  and  to  follow 
them  was  impossible. 

Conrad  now  proceeded  to  the  fomiliea  of  the  two  anfemi^ 
aatemen'to  make  known  onto  them  the  afflicting  circom- 
stance;  and  the  distress  which  it  gave  them  may  perhaps  be 
better  imagined  than  described,  when  to  their  inexpressible 
joy  and  satisfoction,  on  the  nindi  day  after  they  had  been 
driven  oat,  they  arriYcd  in  a  sledge.  The  account  they 
gave  waS|  that  the  siae  and  strengdi  of  the  field  of  ice  was 
such  as  to  afford  them  the  means  of  building  a  snow-house 
upon  it,  about  six  feet  in  height,  in  which  they  took  shelter 
during  the  night  and  when  it  rained.  They  had  caught 
eight  seals  on  the  day  <tf  their  Departure,  which  afforded 
them  nouridiment,  and  they  drank  the  blood.  During  five 
days  there  was  so  thick  a  fog  that  they  could  not  see  which 
way  they  were  driven,  but  at  length  they  saw  land  through 
tl  e  fog,  and  coming  among  the  drift  ice  they  examined  it 
t  enable  tb^n  to  judge  of  the  possibility  of  escaping  over 
It.  At  this  time  the  field  ice  on  which  they  were  sustained 
a  violent  shock,  and  a  large  portion  of  it  broke  off.  Upon 
this  they  left  it|  passing  over  the  drift  ice,  and  notwith- 
standing  the  hazardous  situation  both  of  them  got  safely  to 

On  the  24th  of  June  Captain  Parry  with  Mr.  Crosier  and 
two  seamen,  accompanied  by  Toolemak,  one  of  the  Esani- 
mwaau  and  Ids  wife,  set  out  on  a  journey  to  the  fishing  plaea 
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The  wbole  party  trarelled  on  sledges  drawn  by  dog%  and 
went  tbe  distance  of  forty  miles  the  fifRt  day.  It  was  ad« 
mirable  to  notice  the  laborious  efforts  of  the  dogs,  who  went 
die  whole  distance  without  food»  it  being  the  custom  of  these 
people  to  feed  them  only  once  a  day,  and  that  in  the  evening. 

On  the  following  day  as  the  party  were  passing  near  to 
some  pilbs  of  stones,  which  manifestly  had  been  collected 
together  for  some  purpose,  Toolemak's  wife  suddenly  fell  on 
her  knees  and  began  to  cry  loudly  and  Utterly,  in  which 
she  was  also  joined  by  her  husband,  and  they  both  shed 
abundance  of  tears.  This  continued  for  a  few  minutes, 
after  which  they  resumed  their  usual  spirits*  On  being 
asked  tbe  cause  of  this  Ceremony,  Toolemak  said  that  this 
place  had  been  their  residence  in  the  summer,  and  the  spot 
on  whicb  his  wife  knelt  had  been  wheie  a  son  had  formerly 
slept,  but  who  was  since  dead*  This  incident  may  serve  to 
shew  the  power  of  habit  on  the  feelings,  m  their  sorrow  was 
to  all  appearance  sincere,  and  having  thus  given  it  expros^ 
sion,  they  resumed  their  former  character. 

The  party  proceeded  to  the  bead  of  the  inlet,  and  then 
walking  two  miles  over  land  came  to  a  river  which  the^ 
were  told  was  to  be  their  fishing  place*  Having  pitched 
their  tents,  they  set  forwards  on  the  ice,  and  making  holes 
through  it,  which  was  several  feet  in  thickness,  let  down 
the  lines.  The  fish-hooks  of  these  people  were  composed  of 
an  iron  hook  fixed  into  a  piece  of  ivory.  This  hook  is  co- 
vered with  a  piece  of  blubber,  which  is  tied  on  with  a  sinew. 
Tbe  rod  is  made  of  a  small  piece  of  wood,  or  bones,  with 
which  tbe  line  is  kept  constantly  moving.  All  things  being 
prepared,  Toolemak's  wife  went  to  the  holes  and  pronounced 
a  few  words,  to  wbich  her  husband  added  an  expression  or 
two  whicb  had  reference  to  bis  European  companions.  Their 
success  however  was  very  trifling,  as  they  caught  only  one 
fish  after  two  days  waiting.  In  consequence  of  this  ill  suc- 
cess, they  made  a  kind  of  fish*gig,  and  fixing  it  to  the  end 
of  a  pole,  and  using  bait  to  attract  the  fish,  they  soon 
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eiiuglit  several  sahiion ;  and  while  some  were  thus  engaged. 
Others  of  the  party  killed  a  deer* 

The  party  eontiaued  to  pursue  the  qports  of  hunting  and 
fishing  until  the  second  day  of  July,  when  they  returned^ 
but  purposing  to  send  Mr.  Crosier  with  another  party  to 
procure  a  further  supply  oi  fish  and  deer,  they  left  the  tents 
and  other  articles  buried  under  stones*  During  their  stay 
at  this  place  a  considerable  change  had  taken  place  in  the 
state  of  the  ice,  laq^e  pools  of  water  having  been  formed 
where  there  was  no  appearance  of  a  thaw  as  they  passed  a 
few  days  before.  They  reached  the  ships  oa  the  second  of 
July,  and  found  Captain  Lyon  and  his  pany  were  returned 
after  an  unsuccessful  effort  to  penetrate  over  land  to  the 
westward.    He  made  the  following  report  of  his  journey. 

^  On  the  9th  separating  from  Captain  Farryt  we  pro- 
ceeded in  a  S.S.E.  direction  over  what  appeared  a  level 
plain,  while  on  the  right  our  view  was  bounded  by  rugged 
mountains  of  granite.  As  we  advanced  the  weather  gradu- 
ally thickened,  and  a  heavy  S.W.  wind  accompanied  by 
small  snow  and  drift,  hid  the  land  from  us,  so  that  we  could 
strike  into  no  direct  course  for  the  sledge.  At  noon  there- 
fore, having  travelled  three  hours,  we  tented  on  the  snow 
to  wait  for  better  weather ;  thermometer  40*.  Towards  even- 
ing the  snow  ceased,  and  at  six  in  the  afternoon,  we  again 
moved  forward  over  a  plain  so  flat  that  I  fancied  it  was  a 
lake,  until  by  accidentally  breaking  through  the  deep  crust 
of  snow  which  covered  it,  we  saw  moss  and  grass.  At 
thirty  minutes  after  eight  the  weather  thickened,  but  before 
It  did  so  we  were  enabled  to  observe  that  the  low  land  ran  for 
several  miles  in  a  southerly  direction.  The  granite  moun- 
tains at  this  part  assumed  a  more  rounded  form,  and  were 
entirely  covered  with  snow.  Having  travelled  in  the  course 
of  this  day  above  eight  hours,  S.SJB.,  we  tented  for  the 
night  on  the  snow.  A  heavy  gale  with  thick  snow  and 
drift  continued  to  render  us  very  uncomfcstable  at  the  tem« 
perature  of  i^5®. 

be  B 
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''  This  Mfwre  weather  contiDued  until  five  in  the  after* 
noon  on  the  10th,  when  the  snow  ceaaed»  but  the  skj  wns 
so  nHaadjf  and  the  view  so  Umited,  that  we  remained  oom- 
pletely  in  the  dark  as  to  our  road.  Determining  however  to 
attempt  to  make  some  westing,  we  ascended  some  high 
and  rounded  hills  in  nearly  a  weal  direction.  The  recently 
Allien  snow  was  so  deep  that  the  doga  were  buried  to  their 
beUieSy  and  even  our  snow-shoes  were  bui  of  little  assist- 
ance to  us.  A  flock  of  seven  ducks  paued  us  flying  to  the 
south-west.  After  two  hours*  extrema  exertion  we  xeache4 
the  summit  of  the  smooth  hills,  and  thence  was  a  chain  ol 
mountams  lying  immediately  across  our  path  at  about  thre# 
miles  distant. 

^^  Heavy  snow  and  calm  weather  obliged  us  to  tent  on 
the  hiH,  which,  on  clearing  away  the  snow  for  a  sleeping 
place,  we  found  to  be  covei^  with  shin^  limestone  on  a 
bed  of  yellow  marl.  Thermometer,  at  ten  in  the  evening, 
20^.  Heavy  snow  all  nigbt ;  and  on  the  11th  it  still  coo^ 
tinued  to  fall  thickly  until  thirty  minutes  after  three  in  the 
afternoon,  when  clearing  a  little,  I  determined  on  at-* 
tempting  to  pass  tlMNmgfa  a  small  opening  in  the  mountiuns 
about  W.  S.W.  cf  us.  The  snow  which  had  now  fallen 
with  but  Ktde  intermission  fov  two  days  and  nights  was 
so  deep,  that  we  proceeded  very  slowly  and  with  great. la- 
bour, and  the  mountains  w«re  as  completely  covered  as  in 
the  middle  of  winter.  After  two  hours^  Uxl  in  aacending  a 
steep  hill  we  arrived  on  what  we  conceived  was  good  table 
land,  when  we  suddenly  found  ourselves  ou  the  brink  of  a 
precipice,  and  a  chain  of  mountains  extending  from  north 
to  S.  E.  On  stopping  tiie  sledge  it  sunk  so  deep  in  a  wreath 
of  snow  that  all  our  efforts  to  move  it  were  in  vain ;  the 
dogs  were  quite  oveicoBM,  and  we  were  quite  at  a  stand* 
We  therefore  unloaded  it  and  threw  away  about  on^  hun- 
dred weight  of  such  things  as  could  be  spaced*  after  which 
about  half  an  bourns  laha»r  extricated  it.  When  reloaded  it 
overset,  and  1  was  almost  tempted  to  abandon  ily  for  I  saw 
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iMnir  impossiUe  it  was  for  even  an  unloaded  man  to  cKmb 
the  8iiow*eo^ered  and  steep  mountama  west  of  oa.  I  how- 
ever resolved  at  last  on  returning  to  the  low  land,  and  by 
tracking  along  the  foot  of  the  hills,  look  out  for  the  first 
opening  to  the  westward*  Seven  hoorp*  traiielling  over  the 
plain  brought  us  to  the  foot  of  a  mountain  which  I  had  ob- 
served to  bear  about  SJS.,  and  here  we  tented. 

**  A  heavy  saow-gale  confined  ms  to  the  teat  during  the 
12th  and  18th,  and  a  part  of  the  14th;  a  fow  minutes'  sun  at 
noon  on  the  Idth,  (thefiist  time  we  had  seen  it  since  leaving 
Captain  Panyt)  gave  me  an  opporUmity  of  obtaining  the 
meridian  altitude ;  and  on  the  14th  by  sights  for  the  chrono*- 
meter,  I  obtained  the  longitude.  Lat.  69*  15'  6."  Long.  1*  U' 
acf  W.  of  Hecla. 

*^  At  five  in  the  afternoon  on  the  14tht  we  proceeded  in  a 
south-easterly  direction  along  the  foot  of  the  rocky  hills. 
On  the  snow,  which  was  very  soft,  we  saw  a  bear's  track,  and 
on  a  patch  of  shingle  found  several  sea^shells.  Five  hours 
traveUing  brought  us  to  the  end  of  die  chain  of  hills,  and 
from  this  point  we  saw  the  ship  with  a  glass  about  N.E., 
twenty  miles.  I  had  for  sometime  suspected  that  we  had 
taken  the  wrong  route,  as  no  Esquimaux  could  have  passed 
with  a  sledge  over  the  mountains  at  whose  feet  we  had  been 
travelUng;  I  had  however  better  hopes  at  this  place  by 
seeing  the  hills  become  lower  and  trend  .to  the  south-west- 
ward, which  answered  in  a  great  measure  vnth  the  Esqui* 
maux's  description  of  the  land  they  passed  over.  At  the  foot 
of  this  point  lay  a  narrow  lake  of  about  three  miles  in  lei^hf 
and  near  it  was  a  small  but  deep  craggy  ravine.  On  the 
shingle  ridges  we  saw  several  Esquimaux  circles,  and  a 
golden  plover  passed  us  on  the  wing.  Travelling  hence 
about  three  miles  southerly,  we  tented  on  the  snow,  the  wind 
bdi^  at  N.W.,  and  the  night  extremely  cold. 

**  The  morning  of  the  15th  was  thick  and  cold,  and  the 
N.  W.  wind  vma  unabated.  Soon  after  noon  we  proceeded 
in  a  vTesterly  direction,  but  without  having  a  fixed   rule   to 
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fruicle  us.  In  this  manner  we  travelled  for  two  hours,  when 
the  weather  clearhig  we  saw  die  hiUs  taming  to  the  soath* 
ward>  to  which  direction  we  altered  our  coarse;  and  having 
gone  forward  for  two  hours  more,  tented  on  the  snow  for  a 
short  time  as  two  of  die  dogs  were  so  fatigaed  as  to  be 
scarcely  able  to  walk.  In  fact  the  whole  of  them  were 
much  distressed,  for  thej  were  not  accustomed  to  land  tra- 
vellingi  and  the  depth  of  the  snow  always  caused  the  sledge 
to  hang  as  a  dead  weight.  At  nine  in  the  evening,  having 
rested,  we  proceeded  and  trai^lled  until  one  in  the  morning 
on  the  16th,  when  we  tented  on  some  flat  rocks  on  which  we 
procured  abundance  of  water,  which  luxury  we  had  Utherto 
enjoyed  but  sparingly.  We  here  saw  some  small  plants  <A 
sa&ifrage  in  blossom. 

'^  The  morning  of  the  16th  was  mild  and  fine,  but' towards 
noon  wind  and  sleet  come  strong  from  the  westward :  as  our 
sriow-shoes  required  repair  and  our  feet  were  much  blistered^ 
I  took  advanti^  of  our  being  on  a  good  dry  rock  to  refresh 
ourselves  and  dogs.  We  saw  a  fox,  two  plovers,  and  seve« 
ral  buntings.  Deer  tracks  were  numerous  and  recent,  but 
die  howling  and  fighting  of  our  wild  and  resdess  dogs  quite 
drove  die  animals  away  from  us. 

^  In  the  evening  we  advanced,  and  following  die  direction 
of  the  mountains  on  our  rights  made  a  soath-easterly  course 
over  a  large  lake  of  about  ten  miles  in  length  by  one  to  four 
m  breadth,  on  the  diores  of  which  in  some  places  the  ice 
was  pushed  up  in  high  transparent  hammocks:  we  saw  some 
wolf  tracks,  and  a  few  plovers,  knots,  and  sandlings.  One 
deer  passed  at  a  distance*  At  diis  place  there  was  not  an 
eminence  in  any  direction  which  was  without  some  piles  of 
stones  placed  by  the  Esquimaux  hunters.  Turning  the 
hills  to  the  S.  S.W.  we  passed  over  low  but  exceedingly 
rocky  ground,  amongst  which  the  snow  was  continually  knee 
deep,  and  the  poor  dogs  were  so  erhausted  that  we  were 
obliged  to  stop  on  a  litde  rock  in  a  lake  at  the  foot  of  the 
mountains.    The  whole  day  had  been  so  cloudy  and  diidc 
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thftl  we  had  no  idea  of  what  kind  of  country  laj  beyond  ua. 
The  snow  was  htenJIy  covered  by  deer-uracka,  and  we  flaw 
thiee  of  these  anunala,  bat  the  doga  firigbteaed  them 
from  oa. 

**  A  fresh  easterly  wmd  was  blowuig  on  the  17th,  which 
WHS  very  eold.  In  order  to  obtain  a  view  amongst  the 
mountains,  I  walked  out,  accompanied  by  one  of  the  meUf 
for  nine  hours,  and  we  got  about  eight  miles  south  of  the 
tent  to  the  top  of  the  highest  place  we  could  find.  From 
hence  we  saw  about  fifteen  miles  over  other  mountains 
extending  from  north  to  south-east^  while  on  the  left  the 
appearance  of  low  land  was  unaltered*  On  oui  return,  we 
k81ed  a  doe,  of  whidi  I  gave  the  better  half  as  a  refreshment 
to  the  dogs.  At  half  past  two  in  the  afternoon  on  the  18th 
we  started  south-east  aboiU  eight  miles  over  a  lake  to.  a  low 
point,  at  which  we  were  obliged  to  tent  for  the  night,  in 
consequence  of  a  heavy  snow-storm  which  prevented  our 
seeing  half  a  mile  in  any  direction.  While  tenting,  a  large 
buck  walked  slowly  past  us,  and  was  killed ;  of  this  animal 
we  gave  two  thirds  to  the  dogs. 

^  The  night  was  bleak  and  tempestuous,  and  we  foimd 
on  the  morning  of  the  19th  that  the  snow  had  fallen  some 
inches  in  depth,  and  the  whole  country  round  us  was  co- 
vered. Towards  noon  it  ceased  snowing,  but  the  piercing 
cold  gale  was  unabated,  and  drift  flew  in  clouds.  Soon  af- 
ter two  in  the  afternoon  we  quitted  the  point  for  another, 
which  still  bore  about  south-east,  at  which  we  arrived,  after 
passing  over  a  very  flat  plain  or  lake  for  about  seven  miles. 
The  snow  was  here  firmer  than  we  had  found  it  of  late,  and 
the  mountains  formed  a  bight  of  about  lour  miles  in  depth 
on  our  right.  From  this  point  a  distant  part  of  the  range 
bore  south,  and  promised  to  turn  to  the  westward,  as  we 
could  see  nothing  beyond  it ;  we  in  consequence  proceeded 
briskly  for  it,  and  had  travelled  six  miles,  or  half  way, 
when  we  saw  it  take  a  sweep  to  very  distant  hills,  south- 
east   All  my  hopes  of  making  westing  now  ceased,  and  I 
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was  mvnare  that  nodinig  ooold  jbe  done  tti  this  directiottf 
which  oeitainly  was  not  die  itmto  emssed  by  (he  natives 
in  their  pessago  to  die  Western  Sea.  I  tbereibre  struck 
from  off  the  plain  to  the  foot  of  the  high  land  about  three 
miles  on  oar  tights  wheie  we  tented,  and  I  determined 
on  waiting  tiU  the  gale  diouM  moderate,  when  I  <couId 
retrace  my  steps  to  Qoilliam  Creek,  and  from  thence  prou 
ceed;  if  tihe  season  wnsdd  permitt  in  some  other  diiec* 
tioti. 

'^  The  north<-east  gale  continued  during  the  fose  part  ^ 
the  day,  yet  I  should  haw  set  out  but  for  the  severe  pain 
it  caused  our  fiu»B,  and  its  infliKBce  on  our  snow-shoes, 
which  it  sometimes  turned  qnile  aside  and  almost  tripped  us 
up.  Four  large  white  Inrds,  widi  black^pped  wings, 
passed  at  some  distance.  In  tihe  afternoon  we  staitsd,  and 
traTelling  eight  hours  over  the  toowi  which  was  somewhat 
haidened  by  the  gale,  readied  the  little  loeky  isle  on  which 
we  had  passed  the  17th« 

^  The  wind  was  unabated  on  the  21st:  at  three  in  the  af* 
temoon  we  started,  but  were  soon  detained  by  one  of  the 
dogs  slipping  his  harness  and  giving  chase  to  a  couple  of 
deen  which  he  pursued  with  great  spirit  to  the  hills,  where 
he  soon  disappeared,  r^i;ardless  of  all  our  cries  to  stop  him. 
At  the  expiration  of  a  couple  of  hours,  and  wh^i  we  had  ad- 
vanced two  or  three  miles,  giving  him  up  for  lost,  we  saw 
htm  tracking  oor  footsteps,  and  he  soon  came  up  much  (a^ 
tlgned.  We  tmvelled  nine  hours  on  this  day,  yet  veiy  slowly, 
for  I  had  sprained  my  foot  amongst  the  rocks  some  days  be* 
fore,  and  it  had  now  become  very  toublesome.  Soon  after 
midnight  we  arrived  and  tented  at  the  place  ^^idiere  we  slept 
on  the  l^h ;  deer  were  abundant,  and  a  buck  was  shot  near 
the  tent.  We  this  day  saw  four  brent«geese  and  several 
flocks  of  ducks. 

"  As  tny  leg  was  swollen  and  painful.  I  determined  on  resU- 
ing  (or  the  day,  wfaidi  was  warm  but  gloomy,  die  draw  {uro» 
ceeding  very  rapidly.    With  the  exception  of  saxifrage,  I 
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obserred  no  plant  in  Uooniy  he^  the  gimmm  and  mosflet  wiere 
loxuriantt  and  proniaed  abundant  pionmoD  to  the  vasI 
qnantities  of  deer  which  we  contilraaHlj  flow.  In  feet,  snoh 
waa  their  number,  that  had  we  beeii  employed  as  a  shootings 
instead  of  a  trav^ng  party,  we  anght  have  fwoenfed  eneni^ 
to  supply  both  ships  oonstanil j,  were  thej  not  too  distant  for 
the  conreyance  of  die  yenisom 

^  The  s^drd  was  fine  and  very  warm,  which  softowd  the 
snow  so  much  that  the  snow-shoes  sunk  several  inches  at 
every  step.  Starting  at  five  in  the  evening,  we  traveled  for 
nine  hours  over  a  still  deej^^^overed  plain,  in  ordsr  to  reach 
the  point  whence  we  had  seen  the  ships ;  we  here  found  the 
vidley  quite  flooded,  and  the  ravine  beginning*  to  nm.  While 
we  were  tenting,  we  saw  a  fox  prowling  on  a  hill«side,  and 
heard  him  for  some  hours  after,  in  difierent  places,  imitating 
the  cry  of  a  brent-goose.  The  night  was  cold,  and  we  felt 
it  very  sensibly  after  the  most  sultry  day  I  ever  remember 
to  have  seen  in  this  country ;  our  faces  and  hands  smarted 
most  severely  and  were  much  swollen  by  the  scorching  of 
die  sun*  The  24th  was  also  a  very  hot  day,  and  I  found 
the  countiy  so  universally  flooded  that  I  gave  up  all  i<)ea 
of  proceeding  for  Quilliam  Creek,  and  determined  during 
the  night  to  make  for  the  ships.  When  the  evening  cooled 
we  proceeded  over  the  plain,  and  wadmg,  rather  than  walk* 
ing,  through  deep  snow  and  water  for  eight  hours,  arrived  at 
four  in  the  morning  on  the  25th  at  the  sea-side,  about  eight 
miles  to  the  south-west  of  the  ships.  Here  we  gladly  tented 
and  rested;  Dunn  kiUed  a  brown  and  ash  coloured  crane  who 
pitched  near  us. 

^  Starting  at  four  in  the  morning,  mi  the  26th,  we  waded 
for  eight  hours  to  the  ships,  and  when  amongst  the  hmn« 
mocks,  about  a  mile  from  t^  Hechi,  were  so  completely 
buried  in  the  wet  snow,  that  we  vrere  obliged  to  make  a  signal 
for  asantance,  as  we  were  too  nmch  fatiguad  to  clear  the 
sle^ew  A  party  was  sent,  and  with  dieir  hclpwe  arrived  on 
boaro  at 'noon. 
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'*  We  had  now  obtained  sufficient  proof  that  no  passage 
was  practicaUe  in  a  southerly  direction  to  the  sea,  ana  had 
also  learned  by  experience  the  extreme  difficulty  of  canryi^ 
a  sledge  over  land,  even  to  so  fine  a  team  of  dogs  as  mine^ 
That  some  other  way  might  be  found  to  obtain  a  view  of  the 
Western  Sea,  I  was  yet  in  hopes  $  but  it  was  not  possible  to 
pass  over  land  at  this  time,  from  the  state  in  which  the 
thawing  had  left  the  snow.  A  more  advanced  period  of  the 
season  might  perhaps  be  more  favourable ;  but  even  a  walk* 
ing  party,  laden  with  tent  and  provisions,  would  make  but 
little  progress  over  the  mountains.^ 

In  the  beginning  of  July  the  ice  appeared  to  be  rapidly 
dissohing.  The  space  which  had  been  covered  with  sand, 
and  which  had  obtained  from  the  crew  the  name  of  the  canalf 
was  covered  with  water  to  the  depth  of  eighteen  inches,  and 
there  was  every  reason  to  expect  a  speedy  breaking  up  of 
the  ice  in  that  direction,  and  a  liberation  of  the  ships.  There 
was  however  a  distance  of  several  miles  beyond  this  canal 
which  was  still  entirely  frozen,  but  which  it  was  hoped  and 
expected  would  be  so  dispersed  by  the  end  of  the  month  as  to 
aflford  a  passage  for  the  ships  into  the  open  water. 

The  success  of  the  shooting  parties  at  this  time  was  very 
considerable,  upwards  of  two  hundred  ducks  having  been 
killed  in  the  course  of  one  week 

A  considerable  party  of  Esquimaux,  whom  they  had  never 
before  seen,  paid  the  ships  a  visit  at  this  time*  They  came 
from  Cockbnm  Island  and  from  places  to  the  westward  of 
Igloolik.  The  distance  they  stated  to  be  from  six  to  eight 
days  journey*  These  people  confirmed  the  statement  of 
former  Esquimaux  as  to  the  two  ships  which  had  been 
wrecked,  and  one  man  was  afterwards  met  with  who  had 
some  of  the  boards  belonging  to  the  wrecked  vessels. 

As  this  cireumatance  excited  a  strong  feeling  among  the 
ships  crewB^  Lieutenant  Hoppner  offered  to  accompany  a 
party  of  the  natives  who  were  about  taking  a  journey  north- 
ward, with  a  view  to  obtain  more  satisfactory  informalian 


TO  tllL    ^ORTff  ^Ottd  I8» 

cs*tD  ibe  Wrecked  s^ips,  and  also  fa  obtttlnr  a  MM  aonwi 
ImowYedge  of  t!re  shored  of  Coclbtirfl  LiIaikL  Air  the  9lu 
teinj^t  TraB  Ifi'elj'  to  produce  Mtee  ineerMnftg^  fayCinnaiioii^ 
(Captain  Parry'  acceded  to  Mb  dffbr,  «ti  Appointed  three  4t 
the  ship's  crew  to  ^MOtitpeOkf  hhn,  and  four  of  th^  bMt  d^ 
were  to  convey  the  bagj^pa^ 

On  the  fourth  of  JvHf  Lientenant  Hoppner,  having  heard 
that  a  p^rty  of  the  Esquimaux  intended  to  set  oixt  on  the 
foifow&g  momhig,  wcm  trith  his  people  who  wen»  appmnted 
to  accompany  hini,  td  thidr  villfllgey  that  Ibej  might  be  in  fea* 
diness  to  go  with  them;  and  aecbtdingly  die  ntstt  daj  he 
^roceededf  in  coihpany  with  altndstlhe  Whole  of  due  sativee^ 
as  not  more  than  tvh  or  three  vi^tctf  Ae  shiptf  after  tUe 
^wlL   The  foVowing  is  his  nlin^v^  of  the  jonmrfr 
"'^^  Tfe  left  the  dhip  at  fifteen  tni^dtes  past  eksptm  in  thee 
evening  on  the  4th,  and  arrived  at  the  Esqwrnaux  tents  about 
five  in  the  morning.    The  Esquimaux  were  all  asleep,  but 
being  disturbed  by  the  noise  of  our  arrival^  they  flocked 
round  us  to  know  the  cause  of  so  early  a  visit.    Our  inten- 
tion of  accompanying  them  seemed  to  afford  great  amuse- 
ment, and  many  jokes  were  passed  apparently  at  our  expense. 
Having  rested  about  two  hours,  we  were  disturbed  by  the 
whispers  and  stifled  laugh  of  the  i^omen  and  children  ;  and 
on  going  out  found  the  t^nts  all  struck,  the  men  already 
gone,  and  every  appearance  of  the  party,  with  whom  we  in- 
tended to  travel,  having  fairly  given  us  the  slip.    This  unex- 
pected departure  somewhat  embarrassed  us ;  but  we  imme- 
diately prepared  to  follow  them,  and  were  relieved  firom  our 
anxiety  by  finding  they  were  still  at  the  edge  of  the  ice*  Per* 
ceiving  we  were  really  in  earnest,  and  that  our  dcgs,of  which 
they  had  only  a  few  wretched  animals^  were  likely  to  be  of 
use  to  them,  Erichiuk  suffered  us  to  place  the  leads  upon 
llts'dedge.    We  Teft  Keiyuk-tarrake  at  tlmty  mJMitee  past 
nfaie,  fai  company  with  four  other  sMgee;  and  eiftec  dear* 
ingthe  grounded  hummocks,  traveled  at  a  goodi  pace  hi  a 
norfh-easterlv  firection.    When  we  got  ahmit  five  niika 
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from  Iglooliky  the  water  became  knee  deep  on  the  ice,  which 
rendered  walking  extremely  fatigoing*  The  men  and  Be^enl 
of  the  women  dispersed  themselves  in  all  directions  in  pur- 
snit  of  seals;  whilst  the  sledges  were  left  entirely  to  the 
management  of  the  females,  who  remained  by  them*  Our  as* 
sistance  soon  became  necessary,  and  before  the  end  of  the  day 
we  quite  gained  their  iavpur.  It  was  at  first  the  intention 
of  the  men  to  go  to  Tern  Island  to  collect  eggs,  but  about 
seven  in  the  evening  the  wealiier  assuming  a  threatening  i^ 
peaiance,  they  determined  to  encamp  on  the  ice.  The  num- 
ber  of  stoppages,  and  the  winding  course  which  we  made  to 
pick  up  the  seals  left  by  the  hunters,  rendered  the  day's 
journey  ^Ltremely  fatiguing  and  unpleasant,  particularly  as 
we  suffered  a  good  deal  from  cdd.  After  travelling  about, 
twenty  miles,  we  at  length  halted  at  thirty  minutes  past 
seven  in  the  evening.  As  we  had*  nothing  but  our  blanket- 
bi^  to  place  between  us  and  tlie  ice,  Erichiuk  kindly  fiir« 
nished  us  with  staves  procured  from  the  ships,  with  which 
we  floored  the  tent,  and  passed  the  night  much  more  coqi- 
fbrtably  than  we  had  anticipated*  The  encampment  was. 
formed  on  a  small  dry  ridge  of  ice,  almost  the  only  spot  free 
from  water  that  we  had  seen  during  the  afternoon.  In  con- 
sequence ci  their  success,  the  Esquinuuix  passed  the  evening 
feasting  on  raw  flesh ;  only  one  or  two  taking  the  trouble  to 
light  their  lamps. 

^'  The  weather  being  fine  on  the  6th,  we  broke  up  the 
encampment  at  thirty  minutes  past  seven  in  the  morning,  and 
travelled  about  fifteen  miles  in  a  N.N.E.  direction.  The 
hudters  of  both  selves  again  diBpersed  themselves,  many  seeds 
weiB  killed  merely  for  their  skins,  and  the  carcases  left  on 
the  ice,  after  being  deprived  of  the  entrails,  of  which  tfi^ 
Esquimaux,  seemed  particularly  fond.  At  seven  in  the 
aftemoQBL  we  landed  on  the  north  shore,  and  pitched  our.teQifC 
on  a  rodey  point  in  the  midst  of.  die  Esquimaux  ei^mp- 
ment.  The  women  brought  us  some  roots  of  the  pcientiUm 
l^uMelkh  n^neh  they  had  pulled  whilst  collecting  dwar^ 
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iUUw  liir  ^befar  few,  and  which  had  « {d^asant 'flavoiuv  i«u 
Midtffaig' Kqiibtide^  bat  not  ao  Biv«^  fh^  aoemad  food  itf 
My  and  had  bvtH^ht  in  %  catmifanille  qnantitss  ^Rrhich  Hmf 
lU^  widtamt  JdeiuifliQig  fn^  Neatly  all  thewomai 

had  l*ge  ketdeg  full  oCseal'a  flesh  hoyingoatdde  of  the  tenta; 
nAen  itiraa  ready  the  master  of  the  tent  announced  it  by 
three  loud  flhouta,  to  ooUect  the  reet^of  the  men  to  partake  of 
it  They  had  aeansdy  finiahed  one  before  another  was  ready^ 
to  which  they  weie  agam  lomnioned';  and  in^thia  mannet 
Ih^k^  np  the  feast  until  a  lalO'hoor. 
^  On  die  7th  the  weather  was  glooaqr  #ith  light-  rain  oih 
casicmally*  The  Esquimaux  remained  at  home  all  day,  iMost 
of  Uieili  being  laid  up  with  sno w  bfindneab  >  No  intelligenoe 
cdold  be  gained  relative  to  their  future  movements;  the 
wosMn,  who  are  always  the  most  eommunioative,  seemed 
to  know  nothing ;  and  the  men  were  either  heedless  of  our 
inquiries,  or  veiy  unsatisfactory  in  their  answer.  The  land 
gradually  rose  behind  our  tents  to  hills  of  considerable  height, 
well  clothed  with  herbage,  and  seeming  likely  to  afford 
game;  bat  after  a  kmg  walk  we  saw  only  a  few  deer-tracks, 
two  grousey  and  some  ducks,  all  so  wild  that  it  was  impos- 
sSde  to  get  near  them.  Item  the  top  of  a  hill  about  three 
miles  N.£.bE,  from  the  tents,  we  saw  a  wide  expanse  of 
iee^  bmmded  by  high  land  to  the  northward,  apparently  about 
the  same  distance  as  Neerlo-nakto  was  from  us.  Its  eastern 
point,  which  seemed  low,  bore  £.  N.E.,  and  was  nearly  in  a 
Ihie  with  the  north  point  of  the  easternmost  of  the  Calthorpe 
Idands.  Chir  view  to  the  westward  was  bounded  beyond 
N.W.  by  the  land  we  stood  on,  which  however  did  not  ap- 
pear to  approadi  that  seen  to  the  northward.  A  strait,  about 
three  miles  in  breadth,  and  of  the  same  length,  separated 
the  land  we  were  on  from  the  Caldiorpe  Islands,  Thia 
ehanliel  was  clear  of  ice,  appeared  deep,  and  had  a  strong 
tUe  or  current  setting  through  it  to  the  southwaxd.  I  en-* 
dsavoared  to  learn  from  the  Esquimaux  whether  the  land 
fdfaied  to  the  westward  and  formed  a  bay,' bat  was  nnsoo* 
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Sir  M«rt«jr  KaiKweU,  of  (b«  Rojal  N^vjr^  In  tbe#y^|iii^g  wa 
viiited  tb^  tont  of.th^  okl  mm  Uom  Tomoondu  H^  w^p  w 
Aiwatfcok  or  j^Wib  wd  deemed  fond  of  ^xbil^hiiig  hi«  iftkilU 
lifi.fiat  with  liil»  iuriB«idrMrii  out  of  the  dbeyes  of  hia  jac)Mt» 
Md  appMsently  folded  over,  his  br^fisti  but  ui.r^(y  em^ 
ployed  bif  fing^^M  t^^pping  upon,  tiia  ski«9  be  ^  «At.  iQiu  This 
noise  I  vns  told  wits  made  b^^bis  tCoicsigfb  <»  spirit,  and  a 
great  many  qtiestiona  weie  put  to  bim  by  the.  by&tanderp ; 
these  were  answered  by  tapping  in  a  partii^uUr  vaapuer,  a^ 
the  mmni$  were  then  interpreted  by. th^  craft  of  the  old 
Augetkok«  ,, 

^'  On  Ad  aA  neady  afl  theaien  went  out  ffeaUng,  neoopn- 
panied  by  some  of  Ae.  wanien; regularly  equipped.. for  the 
biiAl.  Our  people  xetiimedin  the  w&aiBg  mth  ^  fms9m 
ef  a  deer ;  fiiey  bad  been  ten -or  twelve  miles  to  tl^  wMt* 
wsird»  in  which  ^iveotioa  they  uH  the  land  ivpypred  in  v^ 
g^t^tion ;  Wt  thn  &w>  lining  ocoatures  wbiiib  Uiey  s^w  were 
M  wild  as  those  in  the  vicini^  of  ibd  tenta. 

f^:  The  weather  being  very  tndemeiit  om  the  (M^  confined 
eveiy  body  within  the  lents.  In  the  afternoon  there  was  a 
dance  at  the  AngetkoVa,  where  nearly  thn  wbple  party  wu 
assembled.  The  old  man  opened  the  baU  hj  tk  performani^e 
whieh  seemed  a  medDey  of  co^jiuing  and  dwcing ;  sereral 
other  men  stood  up  after  himt  ftnd  last  of  all  his  son ;  when 
he  had  finished,  most  of  the  company  iieti  w}>  upon  wbioh  he 
rushed  into  the  tent,  and  aoiaing  hta  youngest  wife  by  the 
hair  beat  her  seitenely.  Sheaeemed  at  first  inclined  to  resist, 
and  took  up  a  tini>pot»  as  if  intending  to  throw  u  at  him ;  he 
immediately  kicked  her  out  of  She  ts<it»  and  struck  her  ae- 
teinJ  heavy  bkiwB  with  a  Wnlmis  insk«  His  other  wifo,  bt^ 
ing  whAt  was  to  |cdlow,  had  placed:  her  chMd  in  h^  hooil, 
lUi  if  to  protect  hcnelf  Imm  the  wi^atb  of  her  hnsbsM<  Kav^ 
ing  satisfed  hia  vnngeance  on  the  young  one«  he  JTusbed  in 
agam,  and  snatching  the  ehild  away,  beat  the  other  pooK 
WMsaa  in  a  most  barbareua  manner  orer  the  head  with  some 
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heavy  wei^pcm  vhich  be  had  anatcbisd  up  on  his  eoir^oew 
She  nevw  spclkfif  and  although  iMFQu^ipg.  wi^.  hhoi^ 
Aeaipdy  t^ttemptad  to  defend  henydf -ftpm.hji^  j^U7%  Haying 
omiwi^  to  iiae  her  thus  far  aome  minntf  a^  one  of  the  men 
present  held  his  hand,  upon  which  he  quietly  seated,  himself 
and  remained  sulky  the  re^t  <^f  the  evei^ing.  The  woman 
retired  soon  after  with  her  child  3ome  distance  from  the  tent, 
whem  I  found  her  giving  vent  to  her  fedings  by  the  mo^t 
piercing  cries*  Two  or  thre^  won^en  stood  round  her,  who, 
having  /satisfied  their  curiosity^  lelt  her  without  shewing  the 
sli^ieAt  symptom  of  pity.  Th^  only  cause  we  could  dis- 
cover fqt  this  brutal  transaction  wa^  becau9e  they  had  not 
sung  when  their  husband  was  dancjiy,  H^  took  no  notice 
of  it  at  the  tixne ;  but  appears  to  have  meditated  revenge 
whilat  seemingly  wrapt  up  in  hia  amuaement,  In  the  even- 
ing  we  ibvmd  a  small  party  assembled  in  the  same  tent  to 
hear  tbe  diifei^sent  spirits  whom  the  Angetkok  was  going  to 
send  into  their  presence.  He  came  in  soon  after,  and  taking 
his  station  behind  the  screen,  descended  after  previously 
putting  a  few  questions  to  the  bystanders*  The  performance 
differed  very  UtUe  from  Toolemak's.  Ten  tomgas  rose  in 
succession,  some  pf  whom  did  not  confine  themselves  to 
speaking  alon^  but  acratcbed  and  thumped  against  the 
akin  b^^nd  the  person  add):es8ed.  The  AngetkoVs  wife  sung 
during  the  ceremony,  but  igppeared  to  take  little  interest  in 
it,  and  when  bar  duties  permitted,  directed  all  h^r  attention 
to  us. 

'^  The  weather  was  dnU  on  the  10th,  with  occasional  fogs. 
About  ten  in  the  morning  there  ^jptpeared  a  general  move 
amcmgst  our  Esquimaux  fiiendsu  On  inquiry  it  appeared 
that  lour  famili^  were  going  to  the  eastward,  whilst  the  party 
to  which  we  were  attached  intended  to  i;f^main  another  day, 
and  then  continue  their  journey  towards  Toonoonee*roochiuk« 
Having  gone  out  with  our  guns,  the  Esquimaux  men  of  ({ur 
party  took  advantage  of  our  absence  and  aet  off  for  Tern  Is- 
land to  collect  eggs  I  carefully  concealing  their  intentions 
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from  ilB  lest  we  shmild  propose  to  accompany  them,  it  was 
not  mitil  they  were  nearly  oat  of  sight  that  they  told  the 
imin,  who  remained  to  look  after  our  tent,  where  they  weve 
gobg,  die  idea  of  having  deceived  us  seeming  to  niknd  diem 
mu6h  amusement* 

**  The  early  part'of  the  11th  was  hazy;  towards  noon  it 
cleared  awuy  and  became  fine.  We  had  felt  rather  cold  dar« 
ing  the  night,  which  was  the  first  we  had  found  at  all  un- 
comfortable. Our  men  went  away  to  the  westward  in  pur^^ 
suit  of  deer ;  before  they  left  the  tent  they  informed  me,  that 
Ihe  women  had  mentioned  th^  intention  of  continuing  thett 
jotirtiey  next  day  towards  a  station  where  they  procure  fish. 
I  made  inquiries,  but  could  hear  nothing ;  and  as  it  ap- 
peared fix)m  their  previous  conduct  that  they  were  unwilling 
to  acquaint  me  with  their  designs,  I  directed  Ae  men  to  ga- 
ther all  the  information  they  could.  It  was  now  become  evi- 
dent that  they  did  not  intend  going  direct  to  Toonocmee* 
rooehiuk ; '  but  as  I  conceived  a  longer  stay  with  them  might 
fiimish  something  interesting,  I  determined  on  it ;  more  es- 
pecially ais  the  <)iAtance  to  Igloolik  was  greater  than  we  could 
conveniently  travel  without  diminishing  our  loads.  The 
Esquimaux  returned  in  the  evening  widi  a  few  seals,  some 
ducks,  and. a  great  many  ^;gs.  They  had  emptied  the 
latter  out  of  their  shells  into  walrus  bladders,  containing  each 
between  two  and  three  galloiis.  Iheygave  us  two  ducks  and 
half  a  dozen  eggs,  an  act  of  generosity  of  which  they  seemed 
to  think  highly,  but  with  which  we  were  by  no  means  satis- 
Hed,  after  being  disappointed  of  a  trip  to  the  island,  where  we 
might  have  collected  some  for  oursdves. 

^*  We  remained  st&tionaiy  on  the  12th,  the  Esquimaux 
stating  that  their  dogs  were  too  lame  to  traveL  They  bu- 
ried most  of  their  tin  pots  and  iron  hoops,  which  looked  as 
if  they  intended  returning  soon.  One  Of  the- women  excited 
our  attention  by  the  ingenuity  she  displayed  in  mending  a 
tin  kettle  which  she  had  {Procured  from  the  ships,  and  which 
hiid  become  unsoldered*    She  paid  little  attention  to  our  in- 
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siHMfote,  and  arlengtb  completed  il^e  task,  in  bar  ofwn  wajr^, 
bjp^'Biispeiiidifag  ihe  ketde  over. the. iame  of  the  lamp,:ii^ 
dKip)|nt)g  pieces  6£<8(dderobteuie4  fipm  the  xim  of  ^  meat 
eiDiistery  which  when  mdiHed  she  ifpsea^. with  a  ,8pi3ce.iif^ 
over  the  joint.  In  the.  evening  we  were  diverted  by  Koo* 
eetseeaarioe,  ii^*\raiit  through  the  whole  ceremony. of  raising. 
Tdrtiga.  My  men '  pnt  up  a  sereen«  behind  which  be  went, 
after  some  peisnasion,  and  peKfcnned  the:  whole  of  his  pa^- 
wMi  great  skilly  particularly  the  diving  scene,;  wbere  be  ma*, 
naged  his  race  ao  well  that  it  .really  appeared  ^  cofne  cpme, 
^stailee^romunder  ground.  Jt  ^ouVi  seem  Crfypn  this  th^t 
the^^  art  is  not  difficult,  tod-  that,  firmn  the  ridicnie  with  which 
tbnr  seemed  to  treat  it,  ifae^  wi^re  not  iinposel  on.  The 
did' {leople  alone  seemed  to  pay  resp^t  to.  the  Angetkoks,^ 
while  tbe  youngonedinvajiably  treated  tbeir  mysteries  with 
contempt.' 

^  At  half-past  ten  in  the  morning  on  the  Idth,  we  quitted 
this  station,  which  by  the  mean  of  five  meridian  altitudes  is 
in  lat«  69*  Ai  29^,  and  by  the  mean  of  seven  sets  of  observa-; 
tions  for  the  chronometer,  in  long,  OO'  46'  2^  £;  of  the  ships* 
winter  station*  The  ice  was  so  full  of  cracks  and  holes  that, 
it  was  with  difficulty  die  sledge  could  proce^,  and  it  waa, 
only  enabled  to  stand  the  heavy  shocks  it  received  by  the 
looseness  of  its  construction.  Two  large  seals  l^ing  seen,  on, 
Ae  iee^  the  dedges-  stopped  wbile.  two  of  the  EsQ!;^niauji^ 
went  in  pwrsuitof  them.  It  was  full  two.bours  before  fh^y 
got  close  to  one  of  them,  which  they  effected  by  crawUng 
feet  foremost  towards  the  animal ;  one  man  lying  concealed 
behind  the  other  who,  by  scraping  po  the  ice  with  his  spearj^ 
and  moving  lus  feet  in  imitation  of  a  s<salV9ipp^  deceived 
the  animal  until  they  got  withiQ'Pii^orseiven  yaipds  of  it  They 
dMn 'remained  stationary  some  tim^.as:.if  tp  accustom  t}ie 
sealp  tm  them ;; when  at  )eiigth{l)ie^|iefisB#t.  n^oi^sprii^ging  pn 
his  feet,  darted  his  spear,  which  however  stril^iig  a  bwe  !i)i4 
twt  takeii&ffeet.t' Notmtbstai^^iMl^tli^  o^tbe  move- 

aiim^.tlK  animiA  washatf  dowA.the:|Milfi,lif^|^ 
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qoitted  the  mwifn  hftndL  At  four  tfdoekf  bmng  nArUnceA 
uhcKLt  fourteen  mflei  lixmg  Acfte  to  the  wortTvrard,  the  party 
stopped  at  a  rocky  pciAt,  irlieie  thej  tignified  tbeir  inten- 
tion of  remaxning  some  days.  A  hw  milee  to  the  westward 
a  low  pdnt  ran  oat  with  sevend  small  islands  off  it.  Beyond 
this  pofait  was  an  extensive  opening,  whsdb  the  Esquimaux 
HBptesented  to  he  a  bay  which  they  go  up  on  tbefr  route  to 
Tomioonee-ixx)chnik.  iDtam  jeiMd  us  slmit  an  hour  after 
onr  arrival,  with  the  intelHgeno^  of  having  killed  a  deer  five 
or  six  miles  tor  the  westward.  '  By  pMnririag  die  Nerooka 
a  part  of  the  deer,  Wore  kenMoned  by  Cvptxtk  Lyim 
as  oonsiJfefeA  a  great  delieaejr  hy  Aese  people^  a  sledge 
was  easily  procbirrf,  upon  which  my  twt)  men  went,  aocoook^ 
pismied  Iry  otie  of  the  Esquimaux,  to  bring  it  in.  Ouir 
provisfon  b^oig  nearly  expendedy  i'  desired  tlie  itten  to 
endeavour  to  bargain  with  their  companion  for  his  sle^e. 
to  carry  iii^  "to  I^Teerlonaktoe] whilst  I  also  endeavour^  to 
hfai^  one  iik  die  event  of  their  faihxre.  In  the  evenii^ 
EMctiiuk  ancf  some  oilteim  had  a  loi^  convensation  ab^ut 
the  ships  g^g  to  Toonoonee-voochiuk,  an  event  tbey 
seemed  very  anxions  tobri^g  about.  Ue  persisted  in  say- 
ing it  was  pfractfeatle  for  them  to  go  by  a  western  route ; 
and  as  be  still  continued  positive  after  I  had  explained  to 
hinr  that  we  fbu!ttd"A^St^t 'blocked  up  by  ice  last  summer, 
I  dotticfoded  tirkt  he  dhided  to  some  other  opening  whioh 
the  formation  of  the  land  pieduded  us  from  seemg  at  pre« 
sent. 

**  ITie  man  wht^  iMtd  proinised  ns  bis  sledge  the  preceding 
evening,  now  refused  it,  because  we  did  not  immediatel/ 
comply  with  his  demands' Ibr  Ae  deer^e  sinews.  In  conse* 
qu^tice  of  this  I  determined,  il  he  persiited  in  his  refusal 
l^t  mdmrng,  to  construct  a  Ught  8liBd||«e  Witit  aoat  boarding*^ 
pikes  txr  caity  ottr  Uagg^gie,  #hich  bjf  Ihis  thne  was  beoeme 
ibferaMy  iigbt. 

'  "^  Oil  tUd  ferieipt  dftSie^dtte^  and  eettne  of  the  flesh  hew*- 
evtr,lni^lriA  kgUtt  feUowifl* 
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day  i .  we  tberefere  prepared  to  move  immediately  after 
breakfast*.'  Tbe  latitude  of  this  station  by  one  meridiau 
altitude  w4#  09^  ^G^  12*  N.,  tbe  longitude,  by  means  of 
two  sets  of  sights  for  the  chronometer,  was  0(P  3-4  42^  east 
of  the  ships.  The  Esquimaux  seemed  sorry  to  depart  from 
usj  a  feeling  rendered  reciprocal  by  the  kindness  which 
they  bad  uniformly  shewn  us.  It  is  but  justice  to  say  that 
I  never  experienced  more  attention  in  my  life,  and  that- 
their  whole  conduct  towards  us  seenobed  expressive  of  a 
grat^ul  feeling  for  the  advantages  which  they  had  derived 
frpm  thdr  intercourse  .with  the  ships.  Our  party  was  in- 
crieased  to  six  by  two  of  the  natives  joining  us  just  as  we 
were  starting.  Tbe  ice  was  tolerably  smooth  and  had  but  lit- 
tle water  on  it,  so  that  my  men,  who  walked  more  than  two- 
thirds  ci  the  way,  did  it  without  fatigue,  and  at  half  an 
hour  past  six  in  tbe  evening  we  landed  on  Neerlonaktuo. 
Our  companions,  who  bad  volunteered  to  carry  us  to  the 
ships,  were  anxious  to  proceed,  but  compassion  for  our 
poor  dogs  would  not  suffer  me  to  hear  of  it.  Although 
these  people  were  kind  and  attentive  to  us,  they  did  not 
think  it  necessary  to  extend  this  feeling  to  our  dogs,  which 
were  become  very  lame,  nor  would  they  even  supply  us  with 
a  piece  of  skin  to  make  boots  for  them,  without  demanding 
an  exborbttaut  price.  Whilst  on  Neerlonaktoo  we  saw  three 
deer  and  great  numbers  of  geese  and  other  waterfowl,  but' 
tliey  were  so  shy  that  all  our  attempts  to  get  near  them  were 
ineffectual. 

*'  Leaving  the  island  at  forty-five  minutes  past  eleven,  on 
the  loth,  we  arrived  on  Igloolik  at  twenty  minutes  past 
one.  Having  loaded  our  own  dogs,  the  Esquimaux  left 
theirs  moored  to  a  stone,  where  they  were  to  remain  with- 
out  food  until  their  return ;  and  walking  across  the  island 
we  reached  the  ships  at  four  in  the  afternoon.** 

The  ice  continued  daily,  though  sloWly,  to  dissolve,  loid 
ther^  still  was  a  distance  of  nearly  five  tniles  from  tbe  ships 
to  the  qpea  $ea« '  The  hope  of  ^xtrkicflngf'the  sMt's  tWreit" 
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ftffe  depended  on  the  probability  of  some  of  those  cracks 
taking  place,  which  they  had  often  witnessed,  and  which 
made  an  immediate  clearance  of  the  ice«  While  waiting  in 
this  expectatiuni  on  the  21st  of  July  Captain  Parry  dis- 
patched Lieutenant  Hoppner  once  more  to  examine  a  bay 
or  river  of  Cockburn  Island,  which  had  not  been  explored. 
He  was  accompanied  by  two  of  the  crew,  and  provided  with 
a  sledge  and  dogs.  On  his  return  he  mgde  the  following 
report  of  his  journey. 

**  At  a  quarter  past  four  we  left  the  Hecla,  and  having 
reached  the  head  of  the  bay  at  half-past  six,  the  party  who 
were  there  in  readiness  carried  the  sledge  across  the  isth- 
mus; after  which  they  returned  to  the  ship.  The  fog  was 
now  so  thick  that  it  was  impossible  to  proceed  towards  Neer- 
lonaktoo,  we  therefore  kept  along  the  land-ice  of  Igloolik, 
when  supposing  ourselves  nearly  abreast  of  the  former  is- 
land, we  went  on  shore  to  wait  for  better  weather. 

**  Thick  foggy  weather  continued  until  four  in  the  afternoon 
on  the  22nd,  when,  it  becoming  clearer,  we  recommenced 
our  journey,  passing  between  Neerlonaktoo  and  three  small 
whitish  islands  off  its  south-west  end,  which  at  a  distance 
are  easily  mistaken  for  hummocks  of  dirty  ice.  The  ioe 
afterwards  began  to  improve ;  but  we  were  obliged  by  se- 
veral wide  cracks  extending  from  Neerlonaktoo  to  the 
west  land  and  the  islands  in  Richards's  Bay,  to  go  some 
distance  round  to  find  parts  sufficiently  narrow  to  cross. 
At  eleven  in  the  evening  we  pitched  our  tent  on  the  north- 
east island  in  Richards's  Bay ;  the  ice  was  so  much  broken 
up  all  round  it  that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  landed. 

*^  On  the  23rd  it  rained  hard  all  night,  with  thick  hazy  wea- 
ther, which  did  not  clear  away  until  noon  the  following  day. 
We  immediately  prepared  to  move;  but  it  was  twenty-five 
minutes  past  one  in  the  afternoon  before  we  got  away,  owing 
to  the  time  taken  up  in  shoeing  th«  dogs,  which  for  two  peo- 
ple was  a  tedious  operation.  Wo  stood  directly  over  towards 
the  north  land,  ftndiRf  the  ice  so  bad  for  the  first  six  or 
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mwn  miles  at  to  make  it  reaaonable  to  expect  that  a  very  few 
days  would  render  it  impassable.  Towards  the  centre  of  the 
strait  it  became  very  good,  and  continued  so  until  we  got 
near  the  north  shore,  where  we  found  it  in  much  the  same 
state  as  on  the  opposite  side.  Several  of  the  craclcs  ex« 
tended  from  land  to  land,  and  were  so  wide  as  to  cause  us 
much  perplexity  in  crossing  them.  At  a  quarter  past  nine 
we  landed  on  a  low.iteildy  beach,  which  forms  the  south«east 
point  of  the  opening  we  sai^  to  the  north-west,  when  on  our 
former  Journey  with  tlie  Esquimaux. 

^  On  the  24th  the  weather  during  the  early  part  of  the  day 
was  tolerably  fine»  but  in  the  afternoon  beoame  foggy,  with 
heavy  showers  of  rain.  The  dog^  being  a  good  deal  fagged, 
I  determined  to  give  them  a  day's  rest,  expecting  we  should 
be  able  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  the  inlet  on  foot.  Having 
waited  without  success  to  get  the  meridian  altitude,  1  walked 
up  the  inlet,  and  crossing  the  two  first  points  of  land, 
picked  up  a  piece  of  fresh  skin,  which  convinced  me  that 
our  friends  the  Esquimaux  had  not  much  the  start  of  us. 
A  high  mount  on  the  south- side,  about  twelve  or  fourteen 
miles  distant,  becoming  a  very  prominent  object,  I  made 
towards  it,  hoping  from  thence  to  see  the  termination  of  the 
inlet,  which  here  varied  from  one  to  three  miles  in  breadths 
At  five  in  the  afternoon,  finding  the  hill  above-mentioned 
still  too  distant  for  me  to  reach  on  foot,  I  landed  on  the 
right-hand  shore«  from  whence  the  opening  appeared  to  ex- 
tend at  least  a  day*s  journey  for  the  sledge,  continuing 
about  the  same  breadth  and  not  appearing  to  terminate  even 
at  the  furthest  point  seen.  After  resting  a  short  time,  I 
returned  towards  the  tent,  determining,  if  our  people  had 
killed  any  thing  which  would  furnish  a  supply  of  food  for  the 
dogs,  to  run  up  with  the  sledge  next  day,  and  if  possibb 
reach  its  termination.  Having  walked  about  five  miles  back, 
1  discovered  oa  Bsquimaux  tent  on  the  north  side,  which 

•I 

being  pitched  behind  a  point  had  escaped  my  notice  on  pass- 
ing, and  that  which  proved  to  belong  to  some  of  our  old 
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friends.  As  the  want  of  food  for  the  dogs  had  made  ma 
fearful  we  should  be  obliiced  to  abandon  our  object  before 
its  accomplishment,  I  immediately  bargained  with  them  for 
a  supply,  promising  to  Tisit  them  the  next  day.  They  had 
a  few  pieces  of  very  fine  looking  fish  drying  on  the  rocks. 
After  stopping  with  them  about  ten  minutes,  Itookmy  leave, 
and,  on  reaching  the  point  next  above  our  tent,  found  thut 
the  rest  of  the  Esquimaux  had  arrived  during  mv  absence. 
**  At  twenty  minutes  past  twelve  on  the  25th  we  struck 
our  tent  and  proceeded  up  the  inlet,  stopping  a  few  minutes 
at  the  first  point,  where  we  purchased  some  meat  for  the 
dogs,  and  got  the  promise  of  a  seal  on  our  return.  At  three 
in  the  afternoon  we  arrived  at  the  tent  of  Erichiuk,  from 
whom  we  purchased  some  more  meat  and  a  very  fine  sal- 
mon. The  Esquimaux  told  us  we  might  reach  the  head  of 
the  inlet  to-day;  we  therefore  left  one  of  our  dogs  which 
was  lame  in  Erichiuk^s  charge,  and  resumed  our  journey, 
with  the  intention  of  lightening  the  sledge  at  the  first  con- 
venient  place.  At  four  in  the  afternoon,  having  reached 
two  small  islets  situated  nearly  in  mid-channel,  we  bjiied 
whatever  we  could  spare,  to  ensure  the  accomplishment  of 
our  object;  and  having  stopped  half  an  hour  to  refresh  our- 
selves, we  set  off  at  a  quick  pace.  The  weather  was  so 
thick  that  it  was  but  very  rarely  we  got  a  glimpse  of  the 
shores  on  each  side  of  us  ;  when  we  did,  they  seemed  rocky 
and  steep ;  but  a  short  distance  from  the  beach  the  land  ap- 
peared well  clothed  with  vegetation.  As  weadvanced  the  ice 
became  very  thin  and  rotten,  and  gave  indications  of  our 
approach  to  its  termination  :  at  length,  about  half  past  nine, 
we  found  ourselves  within  fifty  yards  of  the  water,  and  were 
obliged  to  pick  our  way  to  the  shore  over  a  very  rotten  sur- 
face. On  landing  we  were  gratified  by  the  sight  of  a  noble 
sheet  of  water,  a  mile  and  a  half  in  breadth  and  perfectly 
fresh.  The  tide  was  out,  but  there  was  no  current  percepti- 
ble in  the  middle,  nor  did  we  notice  any  during  the  whole 
tWne  of  our  stay.     The  Esquimaux  had  informed  us  of  a 
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large  fali^  but  as  we  neither  «aw  nor  heard  any  thing  of  it, 
it  must  be  a  good  way  higher  up,  our  point  of  "view  extend^ 
ing  fiill  fifteen  miles,  when  it  terminated  in  two  bluff  ^in%i,^ 
between  which  the  stream  seemed  to  wind.  To  these  points, 
to  all  appearance,  it  continued  about  the  same  breadth,  and 
from  the  colour  of  the  water  it  must  be  deep  enough  for 
ships  of  large  burden.  The  land  on  each  side  was  hig^, 
and  where  we  stood  was  more  closely  covered  with  vegeta* 
tion  than  any  spot  we  had  ever  seen  in  these  regions.  The 
dwarf  willow  grew  to  a  height  and  sise  almost  entitling  it  to 
be  called  a  shrub,  and  Andromeda  tetragona  was  in  the 
greatest  abundance. 

^'  On  the  26th  I  sent  one  of  my  men  to  the  top  of  a  high 
hill  behind  our  tent,  but  his  view  from  thence  was  not  more 
extensive  than  what  we  had  already  procured.  After  stop- 
ping to  get  the  meridional  altitude,  which  gave  the  lat.  70* 
00*  42^'  N.,  the  longitude,  by  chronometer,  being  (fi  3&'  48* 
W.  of  the  ships,  we  set  out  on  our  return.  As  the  ice  was 
broken  up  for  two  miles  below  us,  we  endeavoured  to  get 
on  the  solid  floe  by  a  narrow  neck  about  one  hundred  yards 
broad  ;  but  having  got  half  way,  it  proved  so  thin  and  rot- 
ten  that  1  considered  it  better  to  return,  than  to  run  the 
risk  of  crossing  it.  The  dogs  dragged  the  sledge  along 
shore  until  we  came  to  the  firm  ice,  performing  their  task 
much  better  than  we  expected.  We  now  returned  down 
the  river,  and,  having  picked  up  the  things  left  on  the  is- 
land, arrived  at  the  Esquimaux  tents  at  half-past  eight. 
They  received  us  very  kindly,  assisting  us  to  unload  the 
sledge  and  carry  the  things  to  the  top  of  the  hill.  We  pur- 
chased of  them  some  very  fine  salmon,  which  they  caught 
in  a  small  rivulet  emptying  itself  into  a  bay  about  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  the  tents. 

**  The  27th  proving  a  fine  day,  the  men  all  went  out 
with  their  fishing-spears  at  liigh-water,  but  returned  in  a 
short  time,  saying  there  were  no  fish,  from  which  it  is  pro- 
bable that  they  only  come  here  occasionally,  resorting  a 
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other  tioies  to  other  places  of  the  same  desenptiOD,  with 
which  the  river  abounds.  The  latitude  of  this  station  is 
70«*  (/  IS*  N. ;  longitude,  by  chronometer,  if  5' A(f  W.  ot 
the  ships.  We  left  our  Iriends  about  one  in  the  afternoon  ; 
they  continued  civil  to  the  last,  although  the  temptation  to 
rob  us  was  too  great  to  resisL  This,  however^  they  did  in 
a  sly  sort  of  way,  removkig  things  from  where  we  had 
placed  them,  with  the  idea,  perhaps,  that  we  should  not 
miss  them  until  we  had  taken  our  departure.  On  tasting 
the  water  at  this  station,  which  is  not  more  than  seven  or 
eight  miles  from  the  mouth  of  the  opening,  it  proved  nearly 
fresh.  We  kept  close  along  the  north  shore,  passing  over 
very  bad  ice,  with  cracks  extending  across  to  the  eastern 
part  of  the  strait.  It  appeared  only  to  want  a  strong  breeze 
from  the  westward  to  drive  it  out,  as  it  was  quice  detached 
from  the  land.  At  nine  in  the  evening  we  landed  on  a  small 
rocky  island,  the  easternmost  of  a  group  about  fifteen  miles 
from  the  spot  where  we  left  the  Esquimaux  on  our  former 
journey.  From  this  point  1  could  see  that  the  land  was 
connected ;  as  the  only  part  which  had  been  dolibtful  was 
in  a  bay  formed  by  the  north-eastern  point  of  the  river,  and 
another  about  five  miles  westward  from  our  present  station, 
where  (the  land  being  rather  low)  there  was  an  appearance 
of  an  opening;  this  day^s  journey,  however,  proved  the 
continuity  of  the  coast.  Our  time  being  limited,  I  did  not 
think  it  worth  while  going  any  farther  to  the  eastward  ;  but 
as  the  dogs  would  require  a  day^s  rest  previously  to  carry- 
ing us  over  to  Igloolik,  1  determined  to  remain  here  until 
the  29th  for  that  purpose. 

^^  The  weather  was  so  thick,  that  it  was  not  until  past 
ten  on  the  29th  that  we  left  the  north  land,  and  at  seven 
arrived  on  the  west  end  of  Neerlonaktoo,  where  we  stopped 
for  the  night,  our  dogs  being  too  much  tired  to  proceed. 
We  found  the  ice  in  coming  over  far  better  than  I  expected. 
It  was  however  separated  from  both  lands  by  wide  cracks, 
and  did  not  average  more  than  two  feet  in  thickness  as  far 
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an  I  could  judge;  it  appeared  nearly  in  the  same  state  as 
last  year  at  this  season* 

^<  Leaving  Neerlonaktoo  at  half-past  eleven  on  the  dOth, 
we  reached  Igloolik  at  two  in  the  afternoon.  The  ice  be- 
tween the  two  islands  was  almost  impassable  for  a  sledge 
in  some  places,  but  the  pools  were  all  frozen  over,  for  the 
first  time,  during  the  night.  We  found  great  difficulty 
in  landing  on  Igloolik,  the  ioe  having  broken  up  into  de- 
tached pieces  along  itd  shores.  In  getting  the  sledge  across 
from  one  end  to  the  other,  we  were  frequently  near  losing 
it,  the  dogs  having  to  swim  across  several  of  the  spaces  be- 
tween the  broken  pieces  of  ice.  Having  crossed  the  isth- 
mus, we  got  sight  of  the  ships  and  arrived  on  board  about 
four  in  the  afternoon/' 

They  had  now  entered  upon  the  month  of  August,  yet 
the  ships  were  so  completely  surrounded  with  ice  as  to  pre- 
clude all  approaches  to  the  open  water,  excepting  that 
around  the  ships  to  a  small  distance  there  was  an  open  space 
of  water.  Captain  Parry  therefore  resolved,  arduous  as 
was  the  attempt,  to  endeavour  to  saw  a  passage  through 
the  ice  to  the  sea,  a  distance  of  nearly  five  miles,  and  with 
this  view  a  tent  was  pitched  for  the  ships'  company  to  take 
their  meals  in.  On  the  third  of  the  month,  however,  the 
ice  opened  to  within  a  mile  of  the  ship,  so  that  the  sawing 
might  be  proceeded  on  with  a  greater  prospect  of  success, 
and  the  following  day  near  four  hundred  yards  of  ice  were 
cut  through.  In  effecting  this  the  crew  endured  much  fa- 
tigue, and  the  ice  often  breaking  several  of  the  men  fell 
into  the  water.  One  of  them  very  narrowly  escaped  drown- 
ing, being  at  such  a  distance  as  that  help  could  not  be  rea- 
dily afforded  him. 

The  prospect  of  being  liberated  from  the  ice  being  proba- 
ble, the  parties  which  had  been  appointed  to  fish  and 
obtain  provisions  were  called  in.  The  boats  had  a  narrow 
eteape  one    daj  in    attacking  a  herd  of  walrusses,  tlie 
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wcmiitde4  0069.  ajkUckiiig  them „ with. their  tu8k8''aa4  sibVe 

f  ne  of  tjbc^  hoat»  ^i.  #^^r|U  pl^oes,.    . . 
The  circinnptaDC^  pf  ,tbe  seaa^o  being'-  80  far  advanced  ai 

to Afford  a  very  abortspace^  itor^attempting  iu'rther  discovQ-.' 
rieo,  indaood  CapUia  Parif;.  to^rieco.nsider  'his -purpose  m  " 
reQAaioiiifl:  another  winter  in  these  blinMites  with  the  Fury '! 
only*    The  a^^a  of ;  health  .  pf  several  of  the  officers '~ahd 
crenkr;  appeared  also   to  have  undergone  ,a  considerabfe 
change  ;  and  the  effect  of  a  third  w;inter  jpight  be  .of  too 
seridua  conaequenee  to  admit  osf  his^proce<^0ing.  withoih 
first  takiiif^  the  opinion  pf  rthe  a]edical..^^ntl^j[9ep  as  40  its 
probable  effecta*    Impreased  with  these  sentLqients^  he.  ad^' 
dressed  a  requisitioQ  to  thepn  de^ring  ^leir  opinjoq  under  . 
all  the  circuocistaiices,  afid  received  from  Mr.  Edwards  the . 
following  reply,  with  which  in  substaoee  ihajt  pf  Mr.  Sliepch 
coincided. 

^  During  the  last  win^r  and  subaeqoeintly,  tbe^aspacj^ 
of  the  people  of  the.  Fury  in  geBemV  .together, fyri^h^iU^ 
increased  number  and  otaracier  of  their  comfjtf  ints,  sUpngl^ , 
indicated  that  the  peculiarity  of  theolimat^tajQ/d  s^rvLci^  was, 
slowly  efTectiog  a  aeripjuia  decay  of  t^ir:  f oaatitufioi^i 
pcrwera..   The  recet|t,appear<janoo,^l|t9  of  several  cases  pfj. 
ineipieirt  aoorvy  in  the.  most  liaypurable  month,  of  the  yea^fi 
and~ocQurriiig.ofter  a^saore  liberal  and  caaturaed.iis^  lof  fre^, : 
animHl  £Mdtfaaii'i(ve  can  icalculate 'upon  procuring  herj^t^r^v 
are  confirmatory  prool's  of  the  progresaion  of  tl4e  evi|», .  -,  ,^, . 

iffy  With  a*  (oteraUo.  t>rospect  of  eventual  success^  ott^^r 
cifomnatanoea  remaining  unchanged,  I  should  yet  ex|>^9^ 
an  increase  of  general  delulity,  with  a  correspondipg  degree 
of  sicicness,  though  at  the  same  time  confident  of  our  i;e-: 
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sources  betngequal  to  obviate  serious  consequences.  But  con- 
sidering the  mattw  in  tfae^ther^poin^  of  view,  oamelyi  as  ^  sia- . 
gk  ahipv-itaaflumes  a  muah  moreimporiant  shape.     It  is  pot ., 
n^eessaryibat  I  aboidd  dwell'On  the  altered  ciroumitance^  (^  ^ 
wUckiho^vcMiiiaaulditheft.  bs^plMeih  as  (hfl^ Ait^^-^f^^ . 


»:^ 
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MMH  iDffg  f0g^  \ktfW  fMr<li«M  iti  #tigMMK  I  MviA6  <d  (M 
llciMi^<«IMloW  and  €^sf)9M«t^ifWftUiM^  frdtti  ttie'l^pdf  AtMtf 
4f  M#ifVMcl#,  tlicf  ^rttattidil  of  nhii^y  stflufory  oeenpntiott^ 
BMMltel  sifti  eii^por^afy  atf^ndlnig'  theii'  mitoa,  Md,  I  ittiiy 
iM|-  M  tbiff  lafte  period  6f  tbe  s^iksbtf,  tb6  hopelesai^eii'  dP 
the  succeMf  of  tho  etiMin^  nity\gv^ion  bern^  Aich  M  W  «MiM 
UrtliBga  MflSclenftly  Kvetjr  to*  eouHieracf  thos^  depretaTog 
OMisM.  ID  i»  impoiMA&j  in  fact,  tv  refleet  on  tbtf  i^HJ^ 
iad  not;  to  tppi^rtiieiklt  a  I^aa  ft^durablo  Hf^uH'  tkM  mi^  M 
^ptolod  uudiMi  tbtf  pfi^ctedii^  ooddUlotHi/* 

Ofl'  tboStll,  H^  idcr  iMti^  ii#OaM  fbo  Foi^;  Jftt/Mi^tiat* 
mg  stfily  got  ii*to  tfeii^  waier.>  The  iefi  arotfifd>tlife'IfeMil 
htmiwrr  tftoi^^  tfglthted  ne  fhlit^«  did^  rtot  iiiot#  dtt^  of  IM 
bay,  and  itt(l  stHh^^Midin^  b^see.  Ctipimfi  PAttftM^^ftW 
dMmiMd  4a  ^etipf  the  titti>  ia  an  Miftnfaiafiow  df  tb# 
atvall  wMie^  olbtfed  their  operaGona  the^  pi^eeedingf  yearw  Otf 
arriving  at  the  place,  a  most  hopeless  prospect  pre#eiite<]t 
itaelf,  as  Che  ic4  vv<aB  ilttaehed  to  tbe  shorea  oa^  each-  side, 
and  from  the  aaMt^head  they  had  a  di^tmct  and  extenaWa^ 
vitow  dt one  solid  piece  of  ioeasfiir  aa  Ibe ey^  could  aee  €lB^ 
tb^  westward  up  the  straitk 

Bainf  fully  satisfied  of  the  iaii)iractioaMity'af  a  pliaM^ 
Usla)vr«y,  tlie  Fury  returned  to^at^s^  Igtoolik  to  rejoiaf^  tfalii^ 
HMktf  \l4iof  on  the  dth  waa  drivevi  ti^  aea,  oa  Iheiee  bi^d^ 
iugf  irtitbi^  middle  of  a  floe  lo  th€^  m64P  p^rihmif  itlaMeC. 
Sbriias  thnadriirea  over  sheolSy  til  an  uilffianaj;<eibte  ateti^ 
b«l*fbrU>natelj»  escaped  irithout^any  accidents 

In:  addition'  to  the  report  of  the^  medical  offieetV,  ChtpUAIt 
Paltry  requested  the  opinion  o^  Captain  Jbyda  a#tb'tHe'piW^' 
prtetyof  pursuing  tbe  attempt  of  fbrthef  disea^ter y,  sMf 
roMivvd  the  following  reply.- 

<^  Aa:  1  consider  the-  health-  df  yotii<  dt^W  a^oF  dM$^  iif^* 
pManec  in  every  point  of "vfe^R^jf  sbatl  kl  the  fiHIt^phbd^ 
atatn  fbat,.  independently  of  tbe  weighty  dpiniori^dP  ydui* 
nosrikml  ofltoera,  it  has  Anr  abofc^llifie' bdcW  niy  opiiMii  tilkf 
tber  Viify^a  paaaltfg  a  third  winter  in  thia  di^tttry  ^bnld  bi^ 
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J(Ml^faw*gi«ar<ehpiigcci  iiM»ofaierved  m  tti0i«MttitiiAiMK«f 

MM'^ftMiB  iml  iM»io£die  Jisela,.  M<Lby  .the  fixfiMiMiftmrf 

^)Md^ -8etei«  cttsefr^^  of  BConRjr  .«!■€»  the ^  niimmrrjiniiiwifc 

^^tfM4  ;  iamftlsdawac^tbaitbeBane^KXH^iiejymptoBii.^ 

Itite  beefmoticed^  akiddo  stiU^aualyijio^tbetJi^iatj^i^  •i.'::^:x9 

^c  miQw  Umgy  contiBtiaAce  on^  eoft  poriio«Ur.  dietyialMiMt 

'V^t'  deprivaliDO  af :  frwh.  a9UBal>  aad v  y^eeUHbfaac  Iwdofiv. 

above  two  yeave,  ••d  tlwiicecaaaty  afid.i|loiBi«oafifiaiiMM: 

^IbtiMiTerml:  moBtfai  <]t  eaob  aeverei  viiitei,  ,«ni  sniUuibtedljr. 

c4li# « eaoeee  -of  ibo)  general  ^i^teratiaai  q£v  oon^tituiiaa  ciritipb 

^iMc^.ii^  KMtelimi^  putt,  betii  ao  itmdeat^  3 Jj4bevefmi«p(flh 

tHrrt^bat  a  wntinued  .^espotiMq  eontfaiMiAe  /dtpn«atiQ|» 

aad  coafineinenU,  the  80litiid^#Ci(ii»  •iligki(#hi|i^'rfiQ4ill|p 

Mwoloof  «f <;«:  tUfid  wii^DlaiiaM  MiQMih^thiJeiipi^OM 

Wi#li9^.  wattld.1flidhpr0bdMlil^ibei(itleQiM4titb         irpbili; 

■ij^  Wh«iKi^i4beeoottitaiceiM«looliJlba^laet  ;«^ 
iiM^iOf.apiiiioD^  thatAbtiiitef iM^WilBlAh^^  bprf Mr. 

iWiiabuagMat  ki9thfenar]^fiiai|H>Mspiwptoed!^Atid9|iU^ 
iagca  fiartfaer  paaaage  tc^  the  WMiiWnn4»  ilbrfli^i  oiH  ftufeitiite 

.4nq^eriiBM^aiDd^  foMMd  ii]l  •rtili«»/o»(|||#  fll|#tfi<Mlf 

^4ad>iD£tfae.rlklk)»Kpe0tMi#ii>^lkii%Mi#i^         i^rt^mtf' 

about  the  first  of  Jiayo$iMfkfMr,f94Hl|bal>tf^k4lfAfi^Sqf^ 

8i^0|M«teQ1lllillvtte  9f«P9^jtii^w|^f4»;4tf/i«)  PQ8#br>  UBhWligRle 
iilftiil¥imNiffiir,pMafl4l»  ttwA  i^ 

XJiMbfribyi»i^}0f:JMit$lllp9^  >Wetbi¥»ri[fr<9Hp..^A.^0¥f#r;gMe 
al£>bi9(<:vear^  th4(t  itJa  «o:i  be&i^tijbaf^o4>fi£'4usmiit  jRi)  Ibo ' 
itiii«iMifiS:Qf*£qHAiQbert  tf^ts^  i^erbce^kavup.'io  ^  Stm^^ 
^ttkAeJfur^  9^fUci9^  md^tl«t.#i«^>i^oiuQlil^a^.pi|i4q4 
«AbafifniiiwUfbe^aiaUN^ 

^JSfm,1«be9(fOl^ffliM>la4htvMf|ae.ap,^a|jl(^  ^4bei9 jp  eXMT  * 
^Ift  ^p€(Al,«;fi»i|«d,  i^#tiy,  plflHi  fdl<>%>^<'<ilMeillUI^ 


extreme  tetoi«M8^^fial|^iS«aiaiewbidduDoi  iadmk.^ofdjfftW 
lBakiBg^diBC0Fveri«t:o4  any  impadaaoe^  ac  ^kM  ews^iiti  tnf 
«dcb  .Miipoitaiiic»  asito&wftnraai  ydiir  paMing  a  ihtf d  wiolfi^ 
liMberndDdfllMiafibty  ffyimriifiM^»aa^  •    -  '>vvd& 

tli>^  HirfMif  aoWfStated  my-reasona^or'Ohaaging  »y  farmr 
iiq^oiiV^  li  beg;  <0  advise  dhaiike  JWy  t nd  Hecla  reCurM^ 
Jhiglfliifttog^Uiert-at^aimi  aa  fvoU  aarafgaroeala  rripiinifalt 
4to'9«flK|fYal  efnitocQt^miMl  piorUiaiM  aiiyDttimajr  Jadgavf^lf^ 
^piiriii<maM^^l^^te<K>ni^l<^kadi?6/  0  ,r..'ro  ,v.:t  Lia 
^oCHomiidafiagi  bf fMdf  Mlgaitiifeibla  afiertlmia  eoaiiimJii: 
4M(t%t  to  tiii<tea«ai)  :ai«lb0Urlg(l£iai4he/ haalth  Mdv  lif a^:^ 
flioae  oommitted  to  his  charge,  Captaia  Parry  coaMMMiioa- 
aMfcibU^  Wtaanitf  aa'  totiiha'ofileMia  oaod:  abipa  ^oampamai:  •  'AA^ 

4lir^i4iptti»ianlitoHrbutiq9^'i|rlifcb  liad  lieen  raaorfedriMnia 
dteWili ^of  4diirbi  Isi^e^iNt'  ioiMrgeney ,-"  w^^a  liberal^  iaaqad* 

ilM^'lilHlMj;  #ilh«>ir4^f#'t1#  kair  msun  tOuEqgliMidi  alpm» 
^NM^bdtr  i^ilbk(»i^iid'8daitf  dtterliriiiHgdbflnto-irem  diada 

moiAi  tM'if  lf»  a^<lHi^iMafr,t)ftjliiyMitil  feito  itMghii^m^n 

9la»lMd^  di^HSi#^Ad^ratiy^^«|itbe  IK{j^  ^^n^Mbb  aibiA^ika 
^laeM,^fof»jiied  Iff  4rbi»  bo«pi  avid  aaajv^asii,  and  »^ay<ilMlir 
«M^  balled  at  Hie  foot  af  the  alaiflr^  ^saiit4ioii^  a  atottiHaiit 
^•f  the  abipa  baling  been  here.  CapUiia  Lyoa  ia  Abe  nseiA- 
^ltM€  Was  occupied  iii4>rmgiDg  off  t!ie  bMts,  teftita,  aadi^lhfer 
^ll^M^lei'^Iefloii  abere,  whioh  from  tbe^dl'tf^of^4be:;is^lia 
•lHA^A%eaolBplisb  wAbooi  sotDodlffieiiUy.  ^uCMthaateiy^dlia 
Viill%aa"left^  wbieb  being*  f^ry  old  ^aa^mot^34HyfigldeJM 
^iMifcsipial»^^e^tociariyaii^hi^'ii»otod^  aarfiiNiMa 

^  2 


^  i  ■-  ■■ 


mil  ^^$^-^  ^^9np  yi?rA5^ 

Pp  ibt  iSUi  of  Aug^t  Ihcty:  ,1^  ,tli^  4fMiV         ^^^^ 
iQ^Ji^.Mwi  ibe  Idlowiog  ckf .  VMida  the  tbr«etMMd*MtMl 
C^Jil^  beiog  a  qoDsiflerfible,jpu.B  iq  «i^  i p^eo  sci*. .  Ufv«  fb$y 
•c^^^.gr^i Dumber  of  If aIr«jisiloa»    On  ibe  14tb  oevef al  Bib 
qu^nux  who  bad  tb«ir.oJb^4c$. bi^Uus ffi^igjhbourb^d  jpo^o 
thtpt  a  ^1^  oi^Qfl^.  irifOiA.tbeyi Jiojticoili  H^eral  of.  ibdr  014 
ft^9uai|iUi^e».  .  ,.    .  ,..., 

^b^  clml^ae4,to  dfiltvwiUi.tbo  ioe  ipather  than  iQattti 
for  J^#prf I  f Meoeedingidnya^  m4  pn.  if^ya  Slat  armod  at  4bfM^ 
old^,^uarter9  off  Wiqtier  island*  4^  this. period  Ibejr  M^It 
■itTod  «l|nig  tbo,  coaal  talbo  ejct^of  ono^  buo^rod  of  dailUf , 
aajlifi^  itf;  irfaiob  Ib^y  bad,  ipojl  sidleii  i^if^  Ibo  ninaipdot  ^ 
ba^f.,bota ojSwMb; drlftuig'wbU^  beaet with  Ibe^ ioor 

^thonatiToaof  ^beac^'inhoBpitahlo  i^ooaiiooupy  oo  poof 
foii^l  ^fiaco  ia  the  narrative,  iti  nu^y  Dot  ho  jnipropov4o 
innor^^  aiii,aoc«uot4if.4hA;i^t^e«x^fi;t,pf 4b^  ilio 

La^nid<vr  ooaat  HaTiiig  oatablivbe^  tbf^ppeltoa  is  Groan*: 
lapdy  aooM  of  ibeiB  wor^  d^aifoua.cf  ^jUondiog  ithair  ^oOlo- 
OfifAtt^Aud  aflooidioglgr  JH atf^w J^afbi  the  oldest  toaideni^ 
in  1769  aolioitod  thoHudson'a  B|oy,4?boa^pall]F^for  porouaaios 
tOi^M^  the  lodiaaa  b(9loi|gilMr'^^'^  fieuatorieap^ .  Hia  oppUk 
oatff^aO) jpi^oviog  ft^tlaajf,  ij^funft  of*  rtbo  fvieada  .io  LoDdon, 
joiooAibj^  p^voeol'SvolMiipMid  laorobaiaBi  iiiodout  a  voo^ 
aoltrlbriartradtog  «0ya9e^oii.tttie«CQaatiof^Jbabrador/'  Four 
pe^iia^!«fMiim*i»1tofiaoga4b^«iitbCU^  o 

DHIohnttaiii  *^vbo  baiiog  booo  ^gagoA  in  the  «fbalo  flshoay 
ioAialui  Boj^  hiMi  piriufd;  op  oaoM  biloorMgo  oltj^Oroea* 

lavgV'lMqf  on  «ifr-ooai4)4f  LabrodlNPi  (OHOrhiolitaioy  goio  tba 
MMMToflliiaMt'bvHayoiii  t^  boftoM  of  Ofio>of  Ibo  mwrnen^^ 
Ikimf.  "iibft^thteydklgrBiiiad^ofci  tMi  i#MoiM%jopd 


W  tHE  If oRTir  Allr  '■ '  iBfr 


fii^M.    Brhiinl  oieai^wiiUe  pro<«e«diid  Wift^^^i^^^ 
tbi^  to  lib  north,  for  the  puqiutt  of  tntAi.^  H^ 
h^^W  Vibko  Uiiiiidf  tbk^i^  wtlH  iiiitf«HtDM«y  ArSii^^ 
4|film^iiz  V  btat  As  thef  werit  afiMtftf  (o  tBonte  6i^  iaivd>ta  iiijU 
c^nt  bftlie  ^08,  he  iufiferlNl  tb^m^to  persifaidebim  totkiif ' 
iiilir'6ay  lnAw«en  the  isltndft  ih  an  tmarmed  boat  with  flWiof^^ 
tb^'^ra^. '  'None  of  theitr  ret&med,  and  at  tfaii  sbrp  tikd'yiC  ' 
aJliMtier'bbat/nb  ssarbb^outtf  bemade  for  them.'    TfoeB|^  ^ 
U^  ba^in^  Wait^  s^YWal'dk^^'withoiitlretttg  abfe  tb  ^^ 
tber  any  information  respecting  their  fate,  sailed  boek  lir ' 
JikiS^  HiiTeh;  atrd  eklHkijg;  tibf' bc^Ai  tbe  sitolert^  iiepi%^ 
eMi^to- tteni,  thkt  after  Ay^Yo^  dt  }bM  boait  ^nd  tb#  bMi; 
plW^f  %1b  iii^n,  he'boiiM  not  iiicbWj^b  "hia  toya^e  hi^ 
wMMIiiVhebr  a^lstadbe.    Under  aocfa  oifcnmstalicet  'ttte^ 
eddtd'ti^refiii^bis  reqitest;  b\At  tbey  ieft  the  place  wMi 
regreCj  and  consoled  themselves  with  the  thoughts  of  ra^ 
tarnlbg  in  the  following  year.     On  their  arrival  in  England 
it' w«r' not  deemed  adTisable  to  renew  the  attemrpt^  until 
int^igiftMb' ^onld  be  reeeired  of  the  safety  of  Erhard  ao4 
hta^^dfMtipanions ;  and  as  on  the  nHum  of  the  abip,  seteitf  - 
offteif  dead  bodies  were  diseoyered,  and  tbe  deserted  boube 
Wiy'  bdhit  td  tbe^  ground;  both  the  trade  mnd  the  misaie* 
wlfM^r 'that  ^me*  abandoned; 

111^1764^-  Jen^flaten,  who  bad  laboured  far  seTeral  yeara 
ae^ttfisstoniiry  in  Greenland,  and  had  icceDtly  return^ 
whtf*  Onmlv  Id  Oettnany^  proposed  to  resume  tbia  enter' 
priM; '  Willi  tMt  intentton,  he  vame  io^  Bngland»  and  wae 
iatrodiiNslftAby  the  Brethren  inLondoa  t^Ha^bPalliaer,  JBm|. 
(alilK^iMrds  Si#  Hogb  Palliser>  ibegaiYernor  ^if  Newfound^ 
laal#,'  who  freely  offered  him  bis  support^  and.ganahim  llie 
iieoessary  letters  of  reoommendation.  The  governor  faiili»* 
self  HrrMhUf  sbertly  after  at  bis  statiofi,  issued  «  psnrbisift' 
tiM'  lb  his  fa¥oul>,  wbiob  reiecta  iift>  len  eredit  on  faia  ovm. 
J#AgiliiBt  than  on  the  disintene«te4  aealiof  imam  Hk^^mu- 
^WXkiBt^'^  IM  siiysb  >^:tbe:BMpniMii«4w^brtea  wm^.^ 


ti&^WV^  m^fipl  tbaD  a»  thieves  ab^-|Aii^<t;^'rii;i^ 
&k'lih^.^&Vlh"haH%nnecl  (he  lauaableplanniiVafaly'iiMi^ 
|^|'i6iwt'^)^«'^th't1>e  English  iiatioA';^  bt' rna^eiiuf 
tiiMn  iti^tiie  t^risUtn  religion,  I  require', 'By  vlritie  of'tbia 
j^inrer  dele'^ted  to-nie,  that  all  men,  frIiomsMVcr  it'iunf 
eODcero,  lend  liim  all  the  assistance  in  tlieir  power**  ;_"  ^' 
^l0l4»y  of  (he  Mriie"yea'r  lie  arrited  »t  St.  John*!;  bat 
Ki^hmd  to  meet  iHtfi'matif  IrejiaUoiis  detayB,'%^ror«lie  AaotHJii 
nit  deatinalion,  evAj  ilkif  witti  wbicli  fie  'eb'eaged'i'^Ftiiiiiiir 
wlaod  for  fear  of  the  £flqti1roauz.  "Be  wasailAigtti  se^en 
ihoft io Chateau  Bay,  op  tbe^outbern  hoatC ot  iltahiitilor; 
tM^,  however,  be  found  no^t^ns'bf  pobuiaiioii;  Bioeol^^ 
TpO^  acattered  tiimull,'  wiih  the  tirto«r8i''&nd'jlbj)iToi^enWoif 
i^edead  depoaited  nraVl^ni/' '£iial>a>kll(^V{(|di^,'iiil  fftt 
iktt^ded  on  the  islatad  bfCfuir^o'Uor-i^dWit^^^ 
«»t  extremity  of  Newfoundland.  wheA^bVuS  tJ^VM  f£l 
iii^wWthtlieBatiW."*''  ««^9^'''-- S--'"^*'««  ^.-■•-■'"I" 

»'«*'rfcn 4th  8^{»taii)U;'*''ft%''teiiitt' iw^a^-i^^ 

d&*fta^  <ta7  Mf^^  tm  kh  K^ii^t^ffinl^li^e  i^  m'hkfi 

ft  an  European,  and  answered  ttte  in  broken  French.  1 
requested  him  to  return  and  brin|^  four  oftheciiief  of  his  tribe 
with  him,  as  I  wished  lospeali  with  them.  Heaccurdin^ly 
ran  back  with  speed,  ehoatiug  out,  ' Our  friend  is  emiie* 
Meanwhile,  I  put  on  my  Greenland  dreas,  and  met  (hem  o» 
the  beach.  I  told  them,  I  had  long  desired  to  see  them, 
id^ S/r«s  ^fad  to  fln^^hfetri  Mli.  Tfaiily^reiilied;  *  TtioiruV 
lUilWd  4tt'r  abgmirymKD.*'"^  Tfa«  Joy  atlbM  tfaaetibg:  ma  pidA 
ttit'^JboUr'aidea.  AAbt 'the  c'ontenfetion  bud'CoiklJBikAd'flif 
Ibflife  tine,  (faley  b^ged'  vtte  to  accompany  tbem  to  ail  \Mm 
%tibttt  an  hour'a  row  fmna  tbe  ahore,  adding,  that  tfati^  I 
tebtftdfinitthdrwiTHfaDd  children,  vbbwouM  recelVe'lUi 
Itf  i'r^d.  The  ateen-man  and  another  of  the  erew,  laMJM 
MO  n  the  iaiand,  but  immediately  pushed  off  again  tft^Wk 
jAarito>lflSl^nl%ljit  i^tft^tf  hoMtne  of  be:     1  ^H^tib^ 


TO  THE  NORTH  POLS.  UB 

?.  ■  ■  ■         •         .  '       •.■•-.,  '^TT 

rowded  hj  the  natives^  each  of  them,  puthiDf  forwprd  hie 
ftnily  to  attract  my  notice*  I  warned  tbem  not  ta  ateal^a^ j 
thing  from  our  people,  and  represented  to  them  the  danmr 
6f.it»  They  told  me  that  the  Europeans  were  also  guilty  qt 
thievinf^i  to  which  I  replied,  that  if  they  would  only  infori^ 
mo  of  the  delinquent,  he  should  be  punished. 
,  ^  The.  next  day,  eighteen  of  them  returned  my  Tisit,  «e« 
cording  to  promise.  1  took  this  opportunity  to  lAsure  the.19 
of  the  friend  I }  disposition  of  the  British  government  towards 
diem,  and  promised  that  no  injury  should  be  done  to  thei|i« 
If  they  conducted  themselves  pesceably  ;  1  also  offered  tb^ii^. 
a^ written  declaration  to  tliis.effect  from  Governor  Pallisef  j 
^ttt  ^y  shrunk  back,  when  I  presented  it  to  tbem,  suppos- 
^|^U:|tQ  bealive,iior  coiild^ey  byany  means  be  persuadud 
tshaoeepi^this  writing.  They  listened  to  all  1  said,  with, 
thf  i^reatest  attention. 

**  In  their  bartering  concerns  with  the  crew,  they  consti- 
tuted me  arbiter  of  their  differences ;  for,  ssid  they,  you  are 
0B)r  friend.  They  begged  me  to  come  again  the  next  year^ 
wMi  some  of  my  brethren,  and  were  overjoyed  when  I  pro> 
aiiaed.thai  I  would.  I  told  them  also,  that  on  my  returnrj 
would  apeok  to  (hem  of  thiqgs  winch  were  of  the  grealeatjio? 
Itoctance^tajtheir  bappines^i  and  instruct  them  in  the  kniuf ? 
k|4ge;af  Oodtfi.  One  of  them  asked  if  God  lived  in  the  anq* 
Ajpatber  enquired^  whether  it  would  make  him  more  profr 
||!^lUi.  in  his  affairs,  if  he  believed  in  his  Creator.  1  repliedj^ 
thj^^  was  np  doubt  of  it,  if  he  attended  to  them  with  propef 
dljUg[enco;  but  the  happiness  of  a  future  life,  was  infinitely 
pin^ferable  to  present  prosperity,  and  this  might  confidently 
be  expected  by  those  who  trusted  in  God  while  here,  and 
Uved  according  to  his  will.  When  I  was  about  to  take  leave 
of  these  interesting  people,  the  Angekok  Sc;;;ullia  took  mo 
into  bis  tent,  and  embracing  me,  said,  'We  are  at  present 
rather  timid,  but  when  you  come  agaiii,  we  will  converso 
together  without  suspicion.^* 
.  Qo4)ie  third  day  the  Esquimaux;  left.  the.hariN>ur;|a]^<lSBi;r 


PAMnrti  awomi:  ftoitMam 
llbwfJMMHiodJu  i^SicB,  VMii0if  %nA.ibm  Btmij^tlSlmU 

fMmUA  fagr<Oiiriitiu  iJmr^koB  DfMktrt^fipnef fy  qmhiT  ib^ 
Dsnish  liiitiiiNunwpio.Gi^tsiilMkt^  iiJ  iufn  ntlw  ip  1 1 1  Hiwiii| 
iMslvfil  at  Biwiftuwdiind^t  Ibey  went  oo  bufted/kiftMidtB^'i 
tUp'NigfliV^iGkpteia  fiior  Thflnaa,  AdamspiSiMl  lMide4;i^M|r 
Vf  wehatem  Bsy^  hdiofbi  ^dS?^  -#ti  ib«  iMljl^  li^Mttvtf 
Lnhmdor. ;  Ukve  flMiparty  Mpipatedi^  Hmpo^  »jl  Sw^plftliir 

mmfit^ytlkefAiA  nt^  h^girCTery acemnplitbwiy4liii%  iMtffciM 
l»i<hi»«xf^dkioiiyiftO0;dul  tbaf^wfeot  !irilbmM||bJ£i^plilr* 
flMm  Mm  wM«  tuna.  i^Draoiiarfc  mmI  Jiim^Vi^i^emiiiikipA 
ili:eb«lMMi  Pky^'aad.fi^oe.lM'luDate^tfiibugkiiiabimot^ 
Mdipany  of  several  hundred  E0i)uinia«K«J  ttmsmpsmMmmtMi 
mmA  p  4wmipi9kiak>  period  ^ktjJtuA  4$iiijH0fpaHmMHfnt 

iiJkmmmm^m!  Sir  Vfaoniw  fAriiin»  badbiwrifiit  ihlblKgMMi^ 
AMi  lief  ^4iiid  fMitA  tbdr  HMtemt  mtpkw>t't^iuMly  feHa^^b;' 
Mitt,  liftMiM^iMlcr^  1^  iiMiit  lliti%:  ItDtbemifB^i^ifti^tt 
GkMWMi^  .to  PittV  HarbMivl-On  tho^tftpfMmaiali/  «•  «l4b^ 
ilrt|H-tlit>iMNi8»iiittli^  kafjulM  iMiil«d  tlMnl  «iitklrii6i4Mf 
iW  iilUiriMie^t  eal Mil  li m»i^  <b»<mw»'i%iBf did  rtii  tipfi » 
•flkiteiim;     MrifihMtai^tttrd^Mi^vmM^ion^itt  tlMlai^ 
hituihfcStr  Vfaoam  llui«4e  «miad'et«i«MRi  iiiitfai^iik#imiiftw 
taaiMtowD  kmftqfeu'  WhBii^Mi>0tomai|ttaulimbfMM|ih«i 
tiib0M#f  diem  ^ilMlimd^MiiMdd^^  i«  GkMsten^iCi.^MM 
flMftfends.'!  TbeiMMifecepli«d,  f  Weai^abi^lbjF'MMdft^ 
Iwtiial  of'UMmi iMrier  iMnr adttiHed  M  boanl#    A  »«b  ill  4 
mritu  wcKritaii  oMii  Mid  that  tt  bud  beeli^  fk^n  him  bf 
J<lntij|g»ingo0t,  (dieMt  IBiveii,),  •«•  i^  kesfiik#V}'a<ld  :«iin» 
ipured  wfaeM:  be^  was;    Tbey  MifU«^  ]>Mi«balt  tf  go  M 
ilMi%:'Md  tbe^ alders  of  4b« ;<riba»  fiiiti»we4' bf  Ibe^wbolo 
borda^  acotoaating  to  Mt  Msa  tMlMa'  tlM#  Mudrad^^  poritfaf^. 


tLffMf^tLM^nowfm  rinMA< 


^|i^^Dylc^^l|!*^^ta^c^^liM^l^^^f6»^f^l^^d^l^m>^^ 
^httMT  #»begAi|^iiliMiateDKtittUr  i»iilMl«^  i«lHf 

^<»£|te  ilM4  teiyiffomJBea^Bitflni  K«illerv  ^  iff koai  ylM 

|i|jHriU»Miigttiiriifapti  inMt  S»riMr|iand^tliat  th^  avmIi  jomtM 

We«MiHntti1a<0Kiip#n)bifi]fUKej^|ilatfb  it^imporlU/Uts  tticaii 
6U.h/  said   be,   tod  made  several  circles  round;  tti(S  b^Mt 

liKeii^  dsaidri sUeojidMurU  liist?  k'  -SiUaif  iii|^titoirsd&^  Ahfr 
CilNMof^:tif;iil4»/WQrld.  .HedifiM  toad^ike^ lie^iieBr  ^^be  jiin 
ibt  eKf'Ul#<:aMJbinau'  fu^Bta^jnthemis  :lw i  '  enquiiieil^^NO 
1lp4^.^^liliiliM  llMiinie«aiiif  stf ilhflLSaidaur  ??  :afihM  a  e«Qm«^ 
flblsfhilf tMitoip  tii»^»ip^ ^g>icii]ali»i>s  ^hi^b-Jit  jMvlAiMI 
tlHityi  iMft.fiSkfc^imtriMd^  Aiieoit.eTerrvber^-iiitfiiUtei 
hlMifbmM«Mi^hit«f»%ajw*,iiiiid  fCbbod#i  9umf:y§armQm,millt 
teitel»jMliiiiapf$>'ii'jQMefCif^b^  n^v  Mkad*  ifbo.iwM 
fiMbb^  I  Md  wtao  be  reydied^  that  be  bad  taugbttb^  KaeiMv 
iftUM»Mial«  jtwo.><d4  iden,  vitli  loi^  bearde^  canWibMatghli 
Mil  itaid  .ibaC  ibfsy  w«re  Al^ebollt;'  He.  took  Ihem  by  ^44 
btndi.itfid  placing  Ibein  before  Sir  Tbomaa^  unfianmed  4Mi» 
lb»ib«wiMI  tbeieaptaio,  «nd  bed-^eee^eot^ajufMPtiNiMI 
iBM!(liiKaiiitoei4ermiQft;fi:ieii49hip>i«ilvlbQia<  -%•  Map 
•kJiAiialbeiri9o«(areoQ9  c(moliid#d»  ft^d  Sir  thummh^^^lffmi 
bililliteiHuyM«rbMCtaj9#b%JiLB.e«pqrfc^ 
.^•Tbfi^e0iii«idai^l4abrp4v£^^  &«ii^yilB«»it4$Kdfl^ 
lo  latitude  62°.  But  tliough  its  nertbero  extremiiy,  Capt 
F.  V.  7.  V 


iMft  f^J^%^^fi9^^liv*y^*0K 


on  the  other  hand,  their  cbillioen  i*;inmmf^«(l»^NM(^!flr 
to  the  bay,  tfaeyabsoH^^YItMiiMAflfH^Vho^^ 

l»nidnMMIchVIJ«<^imQaiiM  lM^iH8^faH#r4ViAS  iHSfW^ 
hy  tbe  promise  that  they  sh^iM  liuveMtiifactton  and  the  cap. 


■ylfiiMiAlAsafliiLdMUUiniiaL  iiiiftjft«  ai>r  iiaii  HiUiiifcttiiiilyniiTiiMi 

iS^iiMmm&^tMUlliMgf  aa»uitiiiiu  iiadt  .IwiMd  -i^dm  9ii)  no 

Tli4<¥A9elilW4yM>M^ftM«8M>ttly(  fi^ 
M^IMlUMtfaailfltti  ^IHUi«i''MlSMwlit'lli>HIMlfr  i^Wta  mMal^ 
«M^F<tli«0BlEtfi  lflUMIlPl(ffiU<W^tf6da<i<fo^byiiibiltf  i^lMll 

«IJmM,o  diP4ikif>VfltM(ib'«»<(Jo0iilk^llWM^)Al^«(lM|(M 
i;UWMy'^'M^M»bgllltl«yl«lM4Mlfle  •!«•*  of*  botUMIWl 

l>»kMf44M'i«^tHkMtt^dl«MfMfid»Mt>llitt<r'te>1i 
illlli^U«)^<«MRMlic)ll^'AiM»(1fil  ii4iWlir<lll«(btargttitfiniw#t 
ffffky>lto>  Mi  a^piiattilf  4*ii<tll#  Mal«««M<4lM">IiMM«)?)4lM^ 

ind^MWiikhi^^/'tMli-  tbef««MliiAl«il  'aUtlHtfyMiilg  ilM 
f^^ftMbSMIMM^'aiMl  MrAMMl  tiM  artWIe  (iv  iqtM|iii«i«« 
Mi>fMtr^.<:  tVii  Mikir  }iBM»«aMy  alei^  fiNPiMrdtpVkilii 
tat^DHUty^rk*  '«r  •biiiicPor  Mrti  ««tllir«/'^Ml*1fH 
««lif««^Wr  dkingi'^^a  |Mttlw|l»'lWMI'Ui«ttl<^*«|sielft^ai<I«t> 

nit  MMRMbNlKiibllii  CMdtMi^  Bt^|ilMlMHi^4lw«ilMlbbai«w 


PiJ^ilfy*  *fl<»pnp  fWMf^WB 

%fgru|»Bd  on  jHw^  rqqlF,|„-,t]Bf  ttw,i}ff«f,qfn««  WW*"  ffwwdrf 

SlrflnsbW|fe>-t»*»»outjt*f|jMrjflJ»fft,4«r»«^  |Po«<^PfOur^rt«|i^ 
-gflgsd  to«|EDU«iritlK  ffaM)i}%AoinMl^lM^^#a4|iDa|Kfef«|)iki# 

Iff in<$(Ul^ely»'(lpe>AP9e||tkaS99tiUia. lavage Ait^  «*)itr  vriil^f^i 
his  tent,  gave  ii»,ilryfti44iilbe%-aDd  apraftd  ai»kiQiOO,4liQ.i||ki«iit 

sJVfimb)  Mpr^sra  iBoKaiAlf  tg^omoi  afi  wbut  fiMses  iai{^i«t 

f|MNr«ilfidl?«ittM/  rrSti  ^MtedHftf  ffrifdteai  r^HTil^inar  gil(i4 
Ilginllii^cil^d  Me  j»)w<oaii9Aitie4tlitli])iiii  afndwiMbKabiutti^ 
but  well^disDosed  Innuit,  for  you  oome  to  us  wiilioui  viem* 


tfttioM,  whieh  he  began  w^tlrMl^g^^g!^ot^le^B^ntallig^^ll^iiHii^^ 

btM4i^imm^*^^^k^  ¥\S6  My'M^tt) lifted  iMW 
^blhfrbii'«M^g^iiM;'^<««^  iM'ltlie^rfiiqolid,  %iit^bilf' 

jrftt,"«»)8flii^ii|l'W^l^ed'^<4ii^  ^m^^t^  Hthej^^H 

^ii^;  t^wr^slrid  treMI(^iri<l<§fog4oMIH^tig^1itfft^,  aiTd^f^* 

wimU^titp^hibM^Vd^  very  mtMr.>  1 IC  wmId  'Vftk)>'lh<Ai' Wi 
«ttfltet«^r^'t»'eofii|io9e'  oiiiiMfTd»i  to'rfc^  for  tfa^  feniM 
Ibia^i^t  ;i«%rt^,  Iberi^rl^/fi^queiilfjr  atmeaiM  wMtotH^lto 

ytfQl^:AMf<ytn4tr^hfl^«5f^ti  1^^  ^Itb^meMn  iiiMffi 

ttfy>i0iif.^'?  .¥m  bllT0«li(itHi'tii0i  4iy  'jmiof  feM^IeM  beba^Mt 
i^Mligsf'iii^'tbat  m^  httre  nothhig  td^r««df#fMtf  yM.*  '  It^ 
n^MH  fbnMV aieomm^datioaty  wse dtetribtufedgtaM %«adii 
tiUibakftiyt  tnd  ixe^lMj^  "^nitifngai^bia  fwfUef^  -  >•  •  ^  i 
f  9110  pMpaMla#^Ml#of  HMeit  aad  Dracbliri  «)eiMl  CM 
way  for  the  ultUfiate  aeltlemeat  of  a  iDissioo  of  tfa»  brMiM^ 
amWaini  k»  19719  tar  |m»t  of  Iba  land  neoeHary  fbr  tbe^itr^ 
|Miiaiiatia|r^^"^I^AiNkfroBl  tbe  PlivyiC 
iteHy  |>apcbMM  by  tbv  mittibiiMiii  fr«m  tb«'^Ks%ttfttatbx^ 
MiB>itbbU>pi*^e  bfgb«iir^a#<A«iair  n  «iiuiffMt^^ 


iMitiift  twimtia^i*  ^»<Brfii)iiify'iAJ^%tmi<MnlpijbMNw^ 

kUlMP»  ^fka  VHAlp  i^AKhHyifb  ^)Wlftdte>!Ws(l|^y»lMai 

Mil  IliWWiiay  »ri»»lhMittft>ft4e«%lifc<ii'(Mil»  a>1iltfMt<»<h  Ttf 
4NMriMl(»-i|il#ei4UiAM)H  Mil  X«»«ii«qiywk1lMg^fM>  tM 
44M  «lM)JibnMpi%fi|iiiMin^ttilte)bo««,TaodNNlKiipiMtt 
mlMfklUtfWUiikhfi'**^  i9tltu  stl)  ;  e»7ii  lisdl  ieol  ,aasaiil9iJ 

•i4toi«l<iNftlMli«if<Edi^piHHftiii^<)UM<fl 

fiXt  ^e^-^minn^ih  t>1i'  inm^itiiiifir^im'irtfliii  tm^ffimnai 

Aaauke,  oae  of  Umm  Mvages,  being  on  hw-gWilhJIwli'ttf- 

^W»miiiii  itf  iHingl—fchiiinniilyajteiy^  b»wa?ioS^ 

MwditoqMt  oft«M  tMtWnf  «t«iMiip«te«Mt|iend)9MI  UiCP 
yJagnidttlpwftirtfbWoi^llfcAiwfcfartillxfiMlirf  plb>Mll1M^ 
frpm  vUitiug  bim  during  his  Ulnem  by  the  iadk16&i6f^il  ilM 
1tmMm9(paAhm  hnfiff  liiHMilioaalnRti*  fb«baM)de  itSu- 
•ricfism  HnMrnnHj  imm^  mkoimnKaSkit  aijwtk^'tf 'Mitf  itfhM* 
(%itkt>|Ml*taMkj<i^  Mi»w,iMU(kbMbi4iw.8a*i0af  iMilWii 

|MD>UU&&dniii(}  8fiw  bnci  eiiT     ,n>ii/  to  .Uiort  £>n'>  o)  gsliqi 

»d>rfJ|getJ<Br»fciDitlwuEn*iwiniir>Ubpora«linl»bff4  Mht 

■««fja%oM  boi  Mii«^Mi9anitMU^iMr  raUtM  (M|rtn^  Mrt' 
iKrinMr  jWM>ii»  ir«ht09lKfe)»BiiMli^eiKr.iMftecc«ae«nr  iwmwp 


iMitfiiiTff  nT'lMi  B'KiiiiiKiimii'gtgffi  mnBl  Hitfrirtmnnifl  i  £kmJhaLi 

MW«iPii#WiPWingTwto«fcitt^^  m4 

Undmib,  ImI  their  lifei  ;  the  oUmt  tWQ^ilBtoup  jiwAjftii» 

4nrKV^  tlgWrbilfitaddlliildli  Jiiii^ioll^«ia9i«mi|l)ihiir^«BB 

IWJMl  nMS««8l«iliKni«l^kkik,^idSB(it  iihiuMfeditq(lifiCt|^l 
miles  to  the  north  of  Nain*  The  land  was  pureha^UlfMBiil 
t|KfeC:«|iiif9i^ex^(Mitni5$rmMiiiit  thfirfolhanD^ifeagiUaiiAn, 

4#l  Shiiqi^  I#7lii0i  BiifcMiaMripgeea^ai/  Aod  llifai^UftMe 

wwiMi'.0i|Md,vii*  <Wteilt^aMeii«<i|ii  ^mifci  Hiitr 


'«ti^  nJiiii^y'jin  mmtitMiiimniikmim*!,  TO  tMt 
•wtn^mHka¥i»»,itmoni  .ttK,mmiifiim  wwrimndi* 
>iii«'*M<f»ii'iiiii'iiiiiiinfJiwiii»«n»j)»ii>«iiHitirjiiiiii 

'1|M«N»diM«iM-,ai4lKMUlwwiki|JM[>«|inrti>«jMl« 
IriUlniarta.    Thq  Mt  oalM^MHaimmia MfM|l«(ff> 

i.>)  Mii.iimijri|n«ftBi«>ii»wv<*wWywitrwiwiiii« 

n«>>f wnMI,»^>«kMN  MfctirMAu  ji>ibnnii*.|aR' 

■  Oifclinr'UMwy*.*  ll»>ll»dl|»tii>wti|l»i»My;JW(iW 
>'4li  M  l>Mtu>«briy>Wgr  UnrflMllitkAm^  40)  IIKfM' 
>W'«H«inaltttMKkiii>r,bw4tllMI«fJm(4  ler<Ml>>9UW> 

»to*r  lo  gaio.  lhanuuli«t.|lMl  tf,  ♦l«*f*oV'itel«»iAi*» 
a OllillliOl >oi» lillHteiPJIlN j^^jiijgiyi;, jjwytm  if^^ 

!.'»— »»w<i«>,i>Mi  ^^l^^^lWl^llllw»,llH.fl^ll^^■^p^^^l^^.^ 

:i«riil>t*u*i«>>.«l>MPiirtm  '>'.-<l|*<'"««-»>»(|l)'WI'' 
I  titey  prooeedeil  on  tbcir  wmy.     ATter  Rome  time,  their  own 

Gsi^uinviux  remarked  that  there  was  a  giuuod-swell  under 
I    the  iee.     It  wae  then  bardlf  perceptible,  except  oa  lyin; 

down  end  applying  llie  ear  close  to  Itie  ice,  nbeo  a  hollow 
-  diaagreeably  grating  and  roaring  noise  was  beard,  as  if  «>• 
,  ecading  Irum  the  abyss.  Tbe  sky  remained  clear,  except 
.  towards  the  ewt,  where  a  bank  of  light  clouds  appeared, 
e  iotamparsed  with  some  dark  streaks ;  but  as  (be  wind  blew 
!   atrang  from  the  north-west,  nothing  less  was  expected  (ban 


'mfn.'"*ttit"11^-r^-f'^'TfTfti^"irt1iiYglnMiil|  fcaAbiMtrfn 

^jl^i^vr  <M4'  M|^«m«iMtaiiM,^«ifd  4U*d-tlM-  «ir. '  iU  the 
'lldkW  Uiwerwi  #iN»tii«'iiMrteMd.  ••  *taoi>  4iMtii9  ^mU 

'^«  «li<!|«}  tM«M  of' gBdiMf  MmolMy  «Jeng  v^^^a 
^  iV^nUfltM^  now  fffttr  with  tIoImm  afUrthe  dogv,  an4«*v 
'ieibetfS^  dilBtalty^o  iliolint  t  «tatef  VXi^iot  the.  flat- 
^eiit  JfM'^rM  « IrMy^  M,  totty^riiigiiat  afaare*  tmlbiv 
*%i^4jlWAiya'i<4, 'lihMf^  tt^i*'W»oia«  pMrta  Uwea:(if4mir 
^%«tWtll<if*|ttVett'W%«Iffla«>ty  Mali**,  «at  afafiM  Ibat 

*df%%ii;^<iof ^jM^'^iA^ifisaiNiig"  MMif  to  aii9aiii4mBor 

<'>t^i|i>lMi^'aMitfiP."^lV«tl«^; '  (6»r'i#«i««'<C^BMiM!0y.hiard 

^^  Jbl^ky^it'drcMMl  iii«irn<(«HM^  tb«4nml]en  dm«»'iUth 
""^VytA  lo#arJrt&iB  tlrore;  IntetbtUnf  ta  takanp  tMvati^t- 
*^|dii%«rthM  ihetdrttrrideaf^eViTak')  Intaa  (bajrapl^NMi- 
'~^«^  'illl^'jm^iMlr  befere  tbafc  wit  traiy  4errifi«.  1^4pa, 
'  i|kltli^'baT«f  tooM  frbm  tM  rbakti  irn  hmtiiA  ^p  aa^  d»#n, 

gnndtng  lod'irtoking''1nto  ar  dioawiKl  piceet  afMaMi-4)i0 
'fj^l^ce;  wi^  4  traH^otia  oda^  «iueb,  *ddei  fn^fb* 

raarteg  of  (he  »iad,  and  tk*  dhrMftj^  «f<h«i<iW%- •>*»»» 
P.  V.  8.  Z 


fatodwip MMWig  -^itlbqi  ilmtfti  U$$titke .p^w«r i»f  aMWg.^ 
ftHdj«|r  mf ^ng4mtimf8Af.  Ta  mk^hihi^  Uii4  utMyt^rjf)^ 
iDcMvito  o9l)r  liopa  Ihey  Jiad  lafibr  bui^ii;  ^m^.mifii.^ 

I  b»<^  of  ite  HiikkiyjMq/afv^  ^Hf!^ 

Mdiag»«M  ttomMwt  of  iU^fftm»g,»)!^lev/a,QC^|^^p^ 

neroy,  however^  it  suooeeded;  ,^i^,jiMg)^^faJMl.|A^ 
kad»Md-ir«re  drawn  up  ftb*  ,)>^itfvi  ^9Sh  WJiMi  .if^b 
diffiouhy«» '-      '•-*»,.» -,t*.w-.  .Ao»irv^j3  fTi.jV^  fH.-,!  '^fc-.'-.v  cw'i  *♦ 

pfficferatlr  li«d'  tbtr r«iAc4(lttii^<rti<Hni»..wMi^^ 
tiw:io6|>iroiD^Mrhi«b  tb^lMid  Jilttr(«ll^e9di;i|i|«l9^ 
ndftha  wHtqrtitstiqg (Hp/>Sr»i|> itynntptjii  rf!PTMiC|i  M^^fq)?; 
digitated  k  mto  ifae4e«|^iiaihMhi«MlAWc^ 
tlie  wlwfo  fliasf. of^ifitf .•lOmfiisg.rA^.lie^riir^^ifVi.  IkpIP  ^ 

ib  OTfllefe  tnd  MdD  iiadef  ib^oaowaf^fr^Tntf^iKV^^WIV 
tveMadow  and  nmtmOthfmfd ^jllu^aMii^^  f^^l^u^^ i^ 
mining  ihenseJlfaflt^^ftn^aMi  onfi^i^t^^M^ine .  9S%I99^.^9J|^^ 
tMlier^ 'and  phiagioB  int^  M>#  *Bfp>  ^VW**  WJh*««  ^hH^M 
daanrihad^  and  »9a^^Jik|^J^«,^|mA^^ 

of  iha  w«M  mi  wwWwdJ?«4tf^ff«|cPf.%  W.?fTJ?S 

^i«a  oa^bairw  !irhi<^  .^Bf^  ipf  ^hft 

pdnnr  ^f  aUeiM«vi#)oJfMf^  ^tp^4.9Y.^^JUn^4^it)^,||^tpi}j< 

f«itetefOKpi)pffMi(Jbital^  t^.  ^<4H  ^^f  M^"^?^:  ^ 
9ffTtei&falaiaaxaiow  l^««i#,)mmild  fkm9^M9V^flf  S}ff^^. 
thirty  paces  from  the  beach,  and  about  nine  o*ci[p,9k,  idl  ^f 
IW^.iP|o4|^|rXliankfiil  ft>r,ejl«n.^»%b  hff}^  ?f^Hw® 
If  fio?4iiHiag;aiid^iolfftJ^.  blap^.pfi,  t^e  .^^^ifip^  ^  B^^^^ 

^itb^VM^nifm  from.^  ^^  l^^ni^h  hp;rrep^mjng\^ 


'Tint  ffdHtf  H  .I^LSii  A  .  Ufg 

lgiiiiirtll«'fro»k«;<'fo^libib|f^(k«d><filK|(|^  l|j«(«bdtoMi(AlMir 

ed(Ha^Wi^,''fi«tfai«^:ft#tf[^kr>>>»taag<ilft«»i||aMiM 

of  the  whole  party  from  sudden  destruotion.    Abotfi'^Aik 
J%l6HffiA^ll^1Hiift^4li«l/hlft'iM»tei»ttedH»f  se(M>d*d|M 

tMi^  Vbl^t^^teihiiTAit^nt^M'itfMMdoiiBtiHl  brolie  atlsab 
4lh^d«l((^id  tfi^KeMi^  ^hefcaMfgiAg ft  quantity  of  waterMbK 
il^/V^'e'dti^^^iCMy  folfoWi^^^  Wnd  mivImI  aw&y  the  sbb  t^ 
iSiftytii^  iir  ft'tf6or  %efcre  ^fn  ^otiMAM.  ^  The  bretbrew 
i^^dt&f4fyi^rM  <^^to^«Be  E^ahnattx  to  riM  md'^kr 
dii'^lii'i&.'^Yfi^ jtiMited «|» in  m^  iMtaot ; uniot  tfaeqi-oift 
^'8Miilif^'Witb'h^&1»<^fliro^li-4he:iM«  «f  tt^faooMi  mhI> 
imi'WiSitW*h^(^>fi'ri"ot  m^higfgai^,'  thMw  it  •mkmmi 
tiP^  |iif/'i>e!il»f "»««»). -'Wliit«  ftw  mitaioMry  'faoMn 
alsfiUcT'ilre  £!iaitt1frfi63^,'Xi«bt9bb  tend  tiM  tr«ia«it  ntdviuhtf 
i^i  1&  e'l^g6%t^t$h^  enfihenee.  •  Tl^  lMte»«er«  «np»»ir 
r^V\kt^%i^;  ili&i^ldtiaet  toUkisbettMbehtad^  voekf 
foi^t'^lllMito^trnile  ttt  sUiiid'ilgmmt  th»  wind,  Mnwf  «M 
sr&£"'^^<!4^elf'^d  Ifbe  rest  of  Ais  Mnpcsy  JoiiwA^^heiy 
^\in  t4^i<tit;  ^en  slit  'ehonfttMa  w»«e  OMViod  <aW«i»  JIhe 
<^illKbil&W"  ■■■•'"■  '■■  ■-'•■"  .•■'■■  ■•"■  •"-■■  .iro.^v'nid) 
^«tf^;ihi^  iiinM  We'tiiiiy '«!  s«MA»(t  tirte  d6ti««Md  *Mit 
^e'miUt  ti^Aito^nt  da'n^d^f  dUktb ;  bttt  tb«rMiMkAi«ir  iMwi 
^If^e'^^gtit  'W4re  pamedltr  ^(tb^ditffiM  affd'tbe^ftiMtitfrfw 
foil^c\idi)ilr  M&^fbi^^«  iaf  ^«it«d,'  tb«  B«)4^wn<lt  «k 

Zit 


fl¥  PABlitV  £««•*»  ^BTMli 

lll««M<iMi'<W»il''IIW^t»<MhM'kiiV*l<lllM>l»«  <leb><l 

«t|i<«htty^'iliWiiiipkfar'W««{A'ii(>«u>ri|iriiiMtKMi 

j^aiK^roMWWIIiriiia'^fnJtUJ^Iif^MMikWlUp 

^t  tii%i  mha  ■lyffcTithiii'wfctMi' J*i^'  im»m>w 

ilM4M  <»  Mni!''(MW'tire''Mn'ii'illuiM:'liMl «  IMC!* 
%tni  ^'iUtfeb  wier'tM  lMai^*lilU|>'"tHii^ifer<M'«liea>M' 
tiistr'terjr  iiii«q|iW«MI>%M4inlM  illtm>tr»tiitt  frw<i|ili 

K^i/iMi''1^e-itiiifliiitW°tt<ii'biktii>'anb«i^ 

"T^WfJ.  •«64*'ir  iWr-lih*i«'  asjif-llrt  WiMliar  d^wt, 
and  the  aea,  «s  for  as  tlie  eye  eoald  reach,  win  perl^ly 
free  from  icej  but  (tie  evenins:  was  ogaiu  stormy,  eotlwt 
'flfe  party  could  notslir  out  of  their  snow  house,  which  made 
the  Esquimaux  very  low  spirited  and  melancholy.  Kat- 
sigiak  Bug^esled,  that  It  would  be  well  "  to  try  to  make 
);ood  weatiier  :"  hut  this  the  missionaries,  of  oourae,  op^ 
])uspd,  and  told  Ijim  that  Lis  heathenish  practices  were  of  au 
avail.  They  were,  likewise,  so  pressed  for  provisions,  IhA 
the  Ks^uimaux  ate,  one  day,  an  old  sack,  made  of  6s4i> 
liM'riM'liiM'l£$'W^1>i^Ui9»rMfa«mi;'ifi>hl(Ut 


-HK.THC  noilTW,  WVII«>  ,  Iff, 

umum  Mw,mn»>uk;t^t,i>m:tm%*4n,  •**««*«(, 

itj,  aal  aighu  hmlliw.ifi'tliyiWHWOOTiii't  MW.Wilil!to 
•(ill*^^pW,ll»MH'>I|f),ll)«  ^Wf|(||,>f«fl|lt)IHIJlll.<|^<^ifm 

•0li«  tf>  iM^iik,'  (U'l^t,  tlie .  JCfj^uinutux  ddvflr,  kr  »II 
lb<)  WQ^r«WfM(igUpeiV  b«fare.tlfp  fle^ga,  to  fip<il  a  gofijf 

MMk4JM4i'<»ri)nr,i(fi»Tielli(fg  thr!!)e,  boun,  flu^  c«apbed,j^if 

ll»h|W<niW>*it»arfrtj|gyig"q'a'r.  y^byut^Btppping  l^  tiajf 

dt^ffboUJtjnily  at;Naiii  bade  tbe^^f^coni?;  4ifr^ti^j.th'« 
f<ftW%t>'warhsAl!y*y^.e<|  gpwj'.''er»''le  apprehensions  for 
lMir,ft^ft^jlfigt^}iit.T^oian^^^M  not  so  much  felt  there, 
•••iMIMtll»eitK«V*Pfl^<'.]ttf,  theialwids.  The  Esquimaux, 
iriSf  b«4:4itBt,|ji^,tW0f  stedgeq^wbeo  setting  out,  and  had 
-4lilie4  iba  tjpBmUcn*  in  ttf^^^p  obscure  manner,  of  the 
^IfroiMd^ltKey)  Ufff  tb^W  -,  out  bu)t9  which  terrified  their 
'f«iia4%'<iM'jfl>iWf^Ml)l't]|e.«iTa  .^  the  tno  missiouaries. 
•©•^.srfrtiNi*  jpsaHffiaSSW^o.T^MW),  LiebUch  was  indebted 
«»ra»WO«;A(t^clfl^f;j  i^^eafff^  to.  his  ttifc  for  payment 
Aj.yVAitA  UtM^"  aww^'Jif'i'Wp"')'^®'*  ""y  husband  return* 


fi^'  vAntun  ««dMite  ««tA6k. 

U94rtli'iMi(fe>)  «4tlMiyiNr>$>  (or  l!iM»«HM4iiktaMd(iM|lr<'4lMi» 
liiifgin'<lH^Mtti^9»as'«'>  '»'-Hw^t»»<M>»WiMl«ia/»>NpHi» 

MP4>4n«d)  4W1W  r|>wrrt>wiyi4»  aiMliflttck|Bd>WlllUaD  batBMte 
wtt'H^i  «ri#Cfly<^pt<fcftfliietfl^noi>1rtlU4lW)t»  MtiiM^flce 

^i«|««M«Mitiiftt^^d»li««MreMo  '^>io<l  lauivtiu*  a  oi  tncil 

thm^,ateTlifM«ipftttr  «n)d'^MmfliM'<bPf7i»;<ttf<'«hiiiiMqp«laMa 

l(fl^%liil'kBtt«tkiMteII^)|iNiii^  j  #1fft1iljj;li%AliiliiMVIUi«lidnMl> 

with  (he  spear.    But  the  coMtitution  of  <iA<?1ifllJii<WH^ri»N*» 
cetvM'k  tcftiere  Aoak',  ft«tfi'iHe'fhfei^'«8W<Md'>4t»nlkt 
•t)ii^"oF  Mtflf  td  ^eb^1id''ifrA  K^t>)MfUF,«tida»P  W^lW 
cffiM|e'frerii  his  ^rdhii^iMt  tb'HH^MiilAS'tfli'fest^^rHiUf) 
wil*h1t  chief  subsiMi!iiti^««bfilk«}tfaiHl»^«-  ktr^tiiVM^'^ 

tuMif  ithfc^ehir  tb'tte  Mi^; '<^'tb«  ipof  Vrhletf  (Uif^  HUi" 
fo-nd^Hj  ftr)iif<>d  oufitiia^'jF^ai<6b«ltMfh>iii  the  V^iammi" 
This  ttation  received  the  name  of  Hopedkle;  JBIrtinrA^ilV^* 
hN«6in^aMbifi  Ijai^tb^^^eit  thisiitim^  ti^  th'^  plae^,  %Sl^r 


tlAincJr«M?'^T£h-^^ft/^^be<f ''toi- Vtf^ii  fo'^'^t'^   i^ %'ttT' 


f  9/t?HS  JCMIMfl  rQ4i»»<H  I  1^ 

cMiMttt^i4«pM^»lw«#m)if8iibef^^ 

■HiUftil  dtlMifc^lhOiii^ttetfaiie»cli(pwfii/^         ;hin4ol»n|h 

ttoii8  in  a  spiritaal  point  okoymhrmMm^f^^fflPt^^Bi^ 
ei§i^i9«i^)»pM  airmail  094rgai»returii^  ibouglitb^vhr/qrf 


r«llWg;^ti|;>pr«»cqt>»  fanusbed-tluMa  with  Ui«   M-arfflUnf 
jA»»«*««^M>f'M85*M«»  •««««^n|•^«»««  for. th«,jiB».  naif sBjftflg,. 

ing  them  promiM  toreturDto  the%.,/'pxai^r,p9ga4,lta)tilff^j 

•rjiiy»fyjfe?r  ?iw*A  ?f*p*.  )ti»pif *sn?<i  ^  '^'^^f^?  ffftfifroi 
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ktche,  or  pleatiire-faoii8e»  whieb,  to  the  grief  of  the  nb* 
«K>narie«,  was  ereoted  io  1777,  by  the  eavrngee,  near  Nakit 
and  retorted  to  by  Tiaitora  from  Okkak,  baa  been  deaoribed 
by  the  brethren.  It  waa  built  antireiy  of  anow,  ainteen  Ael 
high  and  soTenty  aqnare.  Tbe  entranoe  waa  by  a  rovnd 
porchi  which  communicated  with  tbe  main  bodyoftbe  hotta# 
by  a  long  a? enuoi  termiaated  at  tbe  farther  end:by  a  beaft- 
ahaped  aperture,  about  dghteoi  inchea  inroad  end  two  feet 
in  height.  For  greater  aqlidity^  tbe  waH  near  the.entraRoe 
waa  congealed  into  ice  by  wnter  poured  upon  it»  Neer  tb# 
entry  waa  m  pillar  of  ice  aupportbg  tbe  hmp$  and  additionr 
al  light  waa  let  it  through  a  tranaparentplate  of  ioe.  io  tbe 
aide  of  the  building.  A  atring  hung  firom  the  aoiddl^  of  thf 
roof,  by  which  a  amall  bone  waa  auapeaded^  with  fouc  bplef 
driven  through  it«  Round  tbia,  all  tbe  women  ware  cpl* 
lected,  behind  whom  atood  the  men  and  boya,  having  each 
a  long  aticky  abod  with  iron.  The.  atring  waa  now  aet  a 
awinging,  and  tbe  men,  all  togethert  tfaniat  tbeir  atioka 
over  the  heada  of  their  wivea  at  the  hone,  till  one  of  thanfi 
aueceeded  in  atrUcing  a  bble^  A  bud  acclamation  enpuc^l  '• 
tbe  man  aat  down  on  a  anew  aeat,  and  the  victor^  after  go* 
ing  two  or  three  timea  round  tbe  bouae  ainging»  waa  ki^ed 
by  all  tbe  men  and  boya  ;  he  then  auddenly  made  bif  esut 
through  the  avenue^  and^  on  bin  return,  tbe  game  waa  re- 
newed. 

To  discourage  these  proceedings  as  much  as  possible,  tbe 
miasionaries  directed  their  heliering  Esquimaux  to  build 
tiiemselvea  houses  on  the  ground  belonging  to  the  settle- 
mentSt  in  which  none  were  permitted  to  reside  who  were 
not  seriously  resolved  to  renounce  heathenism^  and  all  its 
superstitions.  This  regulation  was  carried  into  execution 
in  Hopedale  in  1783 ;  and  tbe  aame  winter  seventeen  peraons 
were  admitted  as  candidates  for  baptism,  of  whom  six  were 
baptized  next  year. 

Of  the  three  stations,  Okkak  had  commonly  tlie  largest, 
and  Nam  flie  amallest  number  of  Esquimaux,  resident  dur- 
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iDg  tbe  wiflter.  The  preachings  wars  frequeutly  rery  Btt* 
mderowAy  attended^  both  at  the  tmnmmt  plaoe  aod  at  Hope* 
dale^  owing  to  the  oooflux  of  heathen  who  came  from  the 
neigfabonrbood*  Some  of  thesoy  from  time  to  time,  eTioced 
a  ebioare  dlq>ositioD  to  receive  the  faith  of  Jeaue,  and  were 
accordingly  baptised  ;  so  that,  thoogh  the  unliappy  trading 
Toyages  before  mentioned  had  entirely  withdrawn  many  b^« 
tised  fiwsllies  from  the  congregation,  the  whole  number  in 
the  three  settlements  amounted,  in  1790,  to  about  ei^ty 
persons,  including  catechumens. 

A  singular  story,  which  circulated  at  Nmn  in  1778,  and 
gained  credit  with  the  Esquimaux^  may  be  mentioned  as  an 
instance  of  tliat  deeply-rooted  IncIinatioB  for  thC:  manreilous 
and  supernatural  which  rendered  it  so  dificnlt,  even  for 
tbe  Christian  converts,  to  wean  themselves  from  thdr  attach- 
ment to  former  superstitious  notions  and  observancos.  1 1 
was  reported  that  the  men  in  the  north  had  at  length  killed 
Innukpak,  with  bis  wife  and  children.  This  was  a  mur- 
lerer  of  such  monstrous  size,  that,  while  he  stood  in  the 
valley  of  Nain,  he  might  have  rested  his  hand  on  the  sum- 
mit of  the  adjacent  mountain.  His  dress  was  ibe  white 
skin  of  the  nennerluk,  an  amphibious  bear,  that  hunted'  and 
devoured  the  seals,  each  of  whose  ears  was  large  enough 
for  the  covering  of  a  capacious  tent  This  beast  did  not 
scruple  to  eat  human  flesh,  when  he  came  on  shore,  where 
some  affirmed  they  had  seen  him,  and  were  vexed  when 
their  testimony  was  doubted.  Indeed  the  brethren  in  Okkak 
thought  they  saw  such  a  sea-monster  one  evening,  in  the 
August  of  1786,  which  rose  up  to  the  height  of  a  huge  ice- 
berg,  in  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  showed  its  white  o6lour«  and 
then  plunged  down  again,  leaving  a  whirlpool  of  foam. 
The  Esquimaux,  without  hesitation,  pronounced  it  to  be 
the  nennerluk  ;  but  as  tbe  description  is  so  vagne,  we  may 
justly  call  in  question  whether  they  were  not  deceived  by 
some  tumbling  ice-berg. 

With  regard  to  their  outward  anbsistenee,  the  nativea  have 

P.  V.  8.  A  a 


tfi  PAtarll  HiWONOf  <VOYA0I 

oiMrft^MMdlMVWld  ttrt«»fMOfpi»riluui^,4ha.iav«!e9l|i«|(^ 
Mclf  l^ekfi^^f  *WIiiiiMJti4ifri^»llms^  i*  Naiii 

iiMih^ih^'MttnttittMY^  itt^lMiiii^ffnor^ 

bf  ibis  Ditf tKrlfty  rftce,  that  thajf  «rflhilM^iH!il!^«m4r^i^<Mluotd 

fbr4^iiJ(«£b<  k  gf«M  soarrity  of  {MtftMlbM^tl^^ 
iii'lkainVnrd^Wibfthe  Btquhimia  ^»»«Mlg<!4^tb  iat«iit 
iii^kt^a^'tifMAk  tbe  decrwUch  ih#f  ^adkHMlh  ftrMifli 
iSiV/tfiid  di^iN^tediinAnr  aUmev.  Ii^  tUa  jMillic^^J#bMi 
ol^i^opl^A  a  week)  they  eoald  not  bavi^  traVtfleA^fiM^ba* 
I^VnRb;  w!tb%o  other  mlteiiaooetbilahMi'AiAHliidf^ 


*? ' ,?  ■. 


"» ^  • 


wafer/  ;■  ■-..:.•  -..- j^:.  ....^r- 

J  tii  August  1790,  th^ iiifislOBarieaat Nain weihb MiriMi^ 

by  a  visit  from  a  native  of  the  most  northern  pAi  oF^ 

coast,  for  which  tbey  wditd  indebted  to  a  wonderful  actoideA^ 

He  had  |p6ne  oiit  on  the  ioe  th  the  January  of  1797,  wiffi 

thm  coiopahions,  to  hunt  teals ;  but  they  were  diiten  thSi 

jto  sea,*  witb  the  fragment  on  which  they  stdod,  by  astroii|f 

wipdi  till  ihey  loat  sight  of  fand*    They  must,  it  their  reck- 

opipg  was  correot,  bave  ^nt  four  months  on  this  floating 

vpyage,  [  during  wbibb  time'  they  subsisted  on  raw  seals, 

Kbioh  tb^y  caug^  in  great  numbers,  and  was  at  length  car • 

rie44ashore  in  a  distant  part  of  the  south.  _Tbe  simple  and 

Mnfidential  manner  of  this  Northlander  favourably  distin* 

jfttisbed  him  from  hia  southern  countrymen. 

•  .Amidst  the  discouraging  lukevrarmnesa  an4  deadneais 

which  prevailed  amongst  many  membera  of  their  flock,  and 

J9in  ppen  deviations  of  several  who  had  already  been  bap«- 

(ised^  the  brethren  bad  the  pleasure  to  peroeive  that  on 

some  hearts  the  word  of  atbocfnent  had  tsheri   its   natnral 


Cflil«IV-f»duUUg»illomig!b'.ohM^,sf  CM«ilNiOb)M>4  ^If*^ 

<tfMt^«ld>ta  Hm  hfmt  ali pprti^;.MtiH«<iAediBs4k*  ^hm 

bMiJMbr|))Ma^  MAitb«f«  pPV  f<i>rth)h«i;  ^in^n  j^vtiCfUV;? 

ii>ht»(rfHwbhaBW»it4h»-thif4.,<»fr.9t-»  wwof  i^.nfft8^{a|^^ 
Imtol  jfapiikiwri  ^rlw  .imm-  Jiuifd«nr  iind  wnwc^  ^  ^Ivf 
miMriMlrffWal^iMMbMl  tOf«iKlar«  frpm  tbu,  wnM«(tjHf| 
Ml:«HtM.r^lfbt)W'duliioriier  biubud  ;  ■&«  .iria,ti*te4„o^ 
UrMQMnt*  Mid  ber  two  ebildren  so  cru«lly  be^tw  (hiit 
th*ydM^«i»BM<|ueiM>«.  Atlepgthittielwptiiltdjltsbe^pfb 
who  pitiod  ber  in  tbis  distreu,  took  bcr  witb  her  to  Okl^ak. 
JSlKv.'hv  wdeot  aqpintioM  for  all  the  bleuiog^  of  Cbrial'i 
fiMDHy  Tf^  Moa  Batisfied,  and  abe  pasaed  the  remainder  of 
bwr:nortaIlLfe>o  aiiiiicreaainglybappjooiouiiiiiion  with  bar 
jQpd.  '  ".0ei>  my  Falbefj"  she  would  often  aay  ;  "  vrher^j 
jffg  InWDf,  bf  iJi  with  me ;  and  I  can  Ltll  him  all  toy  wanta.^ 
^))^.9ai,l;^e  first  of  the  Esquimaux  who  kept  their  profes- 
aion  offaitii  unblcmisbed  to  the  end.  She  eoDstanlly  de- 
.clined  all  offers  of  marriage,  whether  from  believers  orh^a- 
lbeo9,  that  she  miglil  contiuue,  in  summer  as  well  aawla- 
tert,  with  the  brelUreD.  Her  natural  talcDta  were  cOnaider- 
«ble,  and  she  sooD  learned  to  read  and  write.  Inberilln^t 
she  expressed  her  feelings  in  (he  words  of  holy  Writ :  "  Wilt- 
tfaer  I  live,  I  live  unto  the  Lord,  or  whether  I  die,  I  d(e 
nnto  the  Lord  ;  whether  I  live,  therefore^  or  die,  lam  tW 
:liOra^St  He  laid  down  bis  life  for  my  ransom,  and  he  will 
keep  hie  purchase."  She  died  in  ber  Ibirtietb  year. 
^~  4^"^  the  same  time,  the  tniastonaries  had  fhepleaanjta 
;  io  imness  the  ctmversioh  of  TugUvtna,  a  noted  Esquimiin* 


Ifli  rAMUdt  MWNr<P  UrnVJIfifB 

oiirty»>iMMrpwelitattQiif  »iiMhiil>i  ifitteitihaif  i»irtiitinri»| 

aipwtiftf»iii#J,btolMi*iMfai<i<f»fti^ 

omi  hUdiwyiM!  €Pittit|ijpiiiH(ygdlMaapy  |^i(Hi4ifayrf#iiy 

HfcJiadl^paanirittnil  MWttjittiqrdittgiwklblwfiJiyfcjitiiil^  g§^ 

wmtmDotmmf  M  ««qr  mUm;itKvii  %iAfmmit  hdb  iPftfTlMh 

daereed  his  death,  and  a  nmUitMhB  iD£r|fltM«»pePAlifMi|a|lj|)9h 
rlnid'tfr  iefl  the  doMi»f '  BiH  iti  lli«>|^cigrwl.'<lt  fMis, 

dhwrtanr Dr|r  whbli  tastodf  6sliwiy<<iyo»iMai|M»iWiniaMfyHl 
tiBi|«d6dliMll'vilii  iff  aMmriliorit  ibe  MMUVitf^P  <Pfi|ite{ 

tiiiiail^avopping  ^fl^  IrlNle  tkiiifl  mh^  wkmi&i>^*wn^9tg^ 
dM9i/&im4i  liMiidertd  er  M8ult6airii9iflB>^i>iim»trti^g?4f|t 
youlfraadviteliari  ^  T«glalvtaar«aaffjBda|N4'te4pt%Vligri«rff 
fa|tMmlemw^>irHr8^  adnifrdeaafffidiiim.ih  Ae<#jii«!oSlMftt 
fefiiiii0i^iiHHitfWw«ff8;«iolebtIr4dm  miHimil^iti 

dMrtng^tWiifa^hesaiy'rcBiataite^  and  daly  taa^f  jdienMilMrs 

lM%arircfiiaitaRtlHde  :|MMga  i>fderaip«iMfitiDft  Aild>MmBB%-l^' 
vM^  hi»<MHiMiMiiil ;?  f . Ob  AdiiaBtf Arrirttl  •f  Ihe- bf^brMo 
ia^'Ui€rtdahtr|!^<Jik^adbdiflA  sataniidBdJbf  iftdir^tstifliDlyy? 
tiMit  fattsworf Ji «giiillf  dftdtnwanMf  3iiio»'1tzpoi«d40iii0irHf6 
aU«:diatatlciNiMf  jf4ifKfHn|iedi^  ;!hnl' Jie^^OU 

fl|iiiid%BHimritir  Aaoliw ibeseflve t^M^e tf^toooscfipMdi*  ;Nl» i^l 
Ijihreiteff^*  be:  dachnAia^  t^rtiitie».^^^ 
be mighi  fe^k  fior^aenesifilrbia  criiaef»  <tf  whiob  be  mad^^ 
a  free  disclosure  to  the  misskmaiieef  iud'fiod  wstliir  H^ 
sdoL    Oa  bia  prtsaiDf  request^  be  WM^p^rmitledtofeflkiile 
fliih  Ub  liMiiily  et  Naie;  wd^  ItfbugMiif  j^ide  M  bm.^k 
Afet  tetp  teoipormry  abenraiMHii  fnmk  tbe  lig^t  ndtfb  tIiie)  gui^ 
eMb  lareoCi'Pf  ^ipoorily^  tb«t  be  waa  veeeiy^rlkKje  ttM^eiHi-. 
gfitaAlM  M  Obiiitiiiitf^  imv  fie  MJ!M#  b^l^tMuKl 


.  woM«€  «wm9  pbuAA'T  nv 

ilMPillMMlA9iMkte1iii'«tliiM«tf  ^Mfn^Mimni^ 

liinit^iiiiudhitfMiiiV<ui<irtulii|ifi»i^^ 

dlMl  gfal»tM|rwiprti/ftir liial>te<r<»i wmlw^iy tooriwHidttl 

dliaMiftl*PlifU«Milli«lL»iab  dteilto  ieiB94i0»a*MMMilid 
i^OMI  d»tlilMiqli9tMt»«f  tbe^Mflliblitlmilto^At  BopedHlAlMMlT 

inw«^Afttdli»i'frtMi  they  4is«t>f 49rM  any  1ffMipr>^lWai;iiiir 

litfi*  ^Mif  niMtwlv'  Mieii  leverat  tunf lies  H>f  Uns^  indbnif 
iMl^ot^cBippAaky  >;an ^BoffopeMi' lactmy  mbeu^-iwMitJp 
lAlltJ^l{ltevt  .iraniriibpedlale.  ia>  Apffi)^^17»0;f.4|ie^^Bat<!»? 
eiM^ttefodattreadl  with  two  oftheoi  afelheriBitMliy  ^rfto; 
dlflid'io'ilopedafeto  bay  tobaee^t  It  afftearedi  ih A  tbay: 
iltti>e»^4liNwh^  to^  ttaMMPfiee  of^mMBHOatiaiiKsnB^'iir  iha 
8ttfllli«r«i  eeUMneat^  as  wait  4h  mknj  oftara  €f »theii»  lHh#t^ 
ai^<lMd^iha»  haftiaed^  by  the  Praaohf;  ^rMst^^  •  Thay^4trlK 
dMCiyvi«g;Mad  -ther  Bsqttiaaaaa '  with  alaiiB,/thoagli<thay: 
eateiwbttffitl  tosaafcealtfiair  iaspicMai^!elcaaiBf  4baaiielyM 
froar'ilo^^iag-'ia^tbeir'teats^  onaadaaat'vl tbek^aad 
bMrito<t>litfwhrMBB'  they 'aasorad  tfaa  hr^thren  that  they  wo«M< 
ifl^1MUfft(  fMfb  V)ret{Q0Dt  ^isitr  Itom.  theineiluatry laen ;  bat 
tfeli  hab^^Mt  <fei*beaa  the  ease. ' 

'<ttl''lM0|^^ttNMt>nialaiieholy  aeeideat  oeeurrad  at  ttie  set* 
1tliiMiitjllilPte«itlDDdt  Itie^  BttiMtoaary^Heimifry  Utiof 
gam  Mi ^ibM^'4^  4ier«a*oT  DeMttbar ta'^tiMt  ptitiUgcB^ 
rMM^  lMi:4ii<^^ta»v4By  jirdbiAlyliMtah life ¥y the iaa 
toaiUfg  «)klei>4itm^^A8>4i(ki««aiibar^^^ 
tlM^MUiilia  "AM  iBa^rti><aigyart»agr<d^te  «MlrMirc&  f ar 


^A%4tW  PMOnU^TOYMUS 


!»•§•  of  ailM V  MKt  tii^  ab«Hi«Biol«iiitikpiifliifiMfeggiit^ 

iiiiiiiiii>MWfliiii  thfi  miwiifMt  dkaorinKM^fllflklfttftii  ■ttriad- 
l|ll»»ithiip<Piii> <hn ether.  tMMtthMWlfot  ^aotmiodn^  lif^o) 

4hiii^«9P«flrMayartiQii0t  o»fvwpWQ»tf>tBfeiffr<t 


d 


▼ersioo;  and  earaeally  tqiigilp^  forri^fapp  Jivf^^^ 

mraral  €if>  tbei  children  were  eiiuiUi^]ja|pM^t^,.  T]^  J^ 


^sTp/mB/^HMAtt  m>MKv<  lift 


iil9iliai%Qli»i|fayi«riwttkeiM^  lMfe«n4b 

qiAii^iiMoUiteat?  Ai)  wkUohs^wnr  Bad?  hfl^ 
p0if-i4MdiAri8l4c41»jwMgf'M0|pu^ 

thrir  exhorUtioDs  to  4tili'MMl«^«flbo^  :baiJMii|i  mfttMilimMffI 
dmMlkMtMS:^  ^^HUrstNiMiMt^  tMinsftm^  li^wai  fib- 
oi^^l^Hi^" Ws^tt^  t6^^pr*ytff;  ThefoUowiiiff  dbgp  tin^i 
airi»*^ifTlilM^^iff-l^t«  ra^btr^iboQ^  mkI  in  hk^ireAMiiMi 
j(ilii«diifl^tlMrtiq^plt0tttlD  Us  ooafmiaB.o  Binm^M 
ilt^,  ^Mofi^t  Hie  r^f»  oUeredl  the&ilowiiig  pelilitii  v^f  <Jb 
t^y^MTTesMl  bAoldy  this  itmy  okOd  t  ln(m«ii#ibiib 
a^'  «b  the^'  i  Ob,  ttcoept  of  biuiy  aod  raffer  bim  aoi. to  h% 
loi^ldr'^f^  !^  Tbb  m«M,  m*'  unpMcadeqUd  sod  Mejtn 
p^«d  Ittid  Inf  iDstaiitmdout  clfeet  on  Aif^mriiilHLi- bk 
wa«'  Ml^  infli  eo«cen  for'  bto  aahMlion^  Wa  aifaolo  bfan; 
t^b^niiaFcbaiii^  r'  be  d««ialed  firotii'  hit^wektd  purjlioa^.tooil. 
btil&'litf  %itS!^,  Mtd^  beMmo  an  bwnble' isnqnireri  after  tbft 
Uviib^  'id  wbol&  tb^  Lottf  mflerwainla  riiowod*  grant  mofoyt; 
Hik  con^toiilolii,  "Kipik,  waa  aho  fo^nmrfbUr  awabenad  bfv 
tbel&trniieniaiity  of  bia  relatfooarf 

On  Ihdr  retam  to  Nain,  tbese  two  ttian,  wtth  eoargy  anA 
bofdnieai,  preached  Jeaw  to  th«r  ooubtrymeni  Soma  of  liMiir 
fnen da  lieiird  tbeiA  \%ltfc  aatoniahment  i  othera  mockad  and 
haiiSf  tietn  ;  but  the  Impraaaion  on  the  rtatof  thoiobabw 
tantf  waa  a  pleaaing  and  permanent  ono.  *•  Wo  aaw  ao^erol 
crfMr'pibp^^^^  5*ytehlUitby>greea 

to  fSn^otton;  aiiJi  in^ttttlir  to  dt«br^aHifirtbalr  Clirta* 


lit  PAARY'6  ftBCOXO  VOYA0B 

liMitjrfmtiiCllM  rigki  kuid,  Md  wMbcrtbeyliAd  mtWes 

dbotiHiiff  ttMMlfw  aid  dlMNpe.  Xbej.fltiMudVlu^ 
luily  ooatBmd  chtif  siaf,  momi  witb  many  i«iv%  ai^  Id  f 
■tnaer  ofuMeh-  we  iMd  no  faKhmwi,  Mqiv«^^  ,  *|^^^^0{re 
iiwy  itieofted  OB  llMir  focner  life^  Um  DM^V.^d^^lf,  wtf^ 
thsy  eMfisMd  or;llM  IreMlMrjgf  ihi^.lHMrtt  j, .^tej  we^l 
OB  oeooobi^f  tbo  doocii  thoy  bad  to  o$^  praciifed,  ai^d 
oonfeoted  tout  ilii«fft  of  which  wo ooii)4Jv^Ye, formed  i^o 
ooBcopdoik  Though  we  ooiild  not  haf,  feel.pjBiia  on  accpunt 
of  their  former  bypborieyi  oar  ipief  ^  was  balaiused  b^  J^ 
Joy  wo  fidt  at  the  anasing  power  of  ottr.]gaTi9ur>||[raoe^  bj 
Hhibb  their  hearU  were  tbiM  brok^9  Md  aofieqed.  .  Oiir 
droopibg  fcith  and  courage  remed*  and  ife  saw  qlearl^ 
Ikat  with  God  nothing  is  impoeaiUe." 

The  news  of  theae  events  was  carried  to  Okkak  by  tisi- 
tars  froflu  Main,  and  was  accompanied  with  the  aame  happy 
eAcfs.  Many  of  the  heathen  who  lived  in  the  neighbour- 
hood,'  were  so  astonislied  at  these  oocunraacsa  among  tbeir 
fenlie^ing  ooontrymeny  tliat  tliey  resolved  to  more  to  one 
or  other  of  the  settlements.  Even  the  northern  Esquimaux 
vriM^  pasaed  through  the  place  on  their  trading  excursions, 
wfro  struck  with  admiration  on  beholding  this  genuine  work 
of  God.  Tliey  came  frequently  to  converse  with  the  mis- 
aiuisriee,  listened  to  the  gospel  with  uncqmiifion  attention'i 
and  most .  of  ibem  ^apressed  :their  earnest  wish  to  become 
•eqdainted  with  Jesua  aa  their  Saviour.  They  , expressed 
thefar  regret  that  they  lived  at  so  great.a  dist^pce^  ^nd  could 
net  vrell  forsake  their  native  oouotry, .  but  sf^id  thst  if  the 
missionaries  would  oome  to  them  thqf  would  gladly  receive 
Instruction. 

The  subsequent  years  of  the  mission  proved  that  this 
a  wekeotng  was  net  the  momentary  blaie  of  a  meteor,  scarce 
aeon  before  it  Is  extinguished,  but  a  divine  flame  emanating 
from  the  Spirit  of  God,  and  kept  alive  by  his  gracious  in 
ftieniea.  The  labonra  of  the  missionaries  became  from  this 
time  coaopamtivoly  lightt  forfbmr  InatrilkctioB^irpr^  notion* 


gefrntiened'tb^lis  a'taik,  but  retietted  with  aridity  by  iriU 
Ung  .beftmst't&e'soUooU  w«re  diHgently  flrequented  both. 
6j  oU  indl  young ;  iind  (heir  re^uhr  Hiid  detovt  atteiduM 
oii'pa6Ud  wdriBfaip,  showdtOiat  they  MtisMerad  it  no  i§m 
mi  ^easttre  than  a  duty.    The  followinf  ia  one  of. many 
a HdiW  MlpfeteDtiitioni  ^i^en  %iy  the  brethren  of  the  eonduet 
of  tii^r  fiock  :'*'  We  have'  eanie  torefoicei  ^*  they  write  in 
tibetr'jburhaly  1812,  **that  we  know,   among  our  |ieople^ 
many  who  have  found  remission  of  their  inni  in  the  blood  of 
JeBua.  "t*here  are  indeed  exeeptrotaSy  l^at  we  can  truly  atyt 
fliafainiAig  the  very  considerable  number  of  Baquimaqi( 
vffaio  ^Te  with  lis,  we  know  of  few  who  are  not  aerioosif  desk 
foQis id  profit  by  what  thej  hear,  and  to  experienoe  ajad  ^njoy 
tfaemseWea,  that  which  they  see  their  countrymen  poaseaii 
Oor  iomihiihicants  gWe  us  pleasure,  for  ii  is  the  wisli  of 
rteir  irer^  "hearts  to  lire  unto  the  Lord ;  and  their  condoet 
afforSa  proofti   8f  the   sincerity  of  their  professions.  Tbiis^ 
for  exanipte*  Csquimaux  sisters,  who  have  no  boat  of  Iheife* 
ewb,  Tenture  aclrossrbays  some  miles  in  breadth^  sitting  fae^ 
hfu'd  their  husbands  on  their  narrow  ksjaks,  in  order  to  be 
present  at  tb^  Holy  Sacrament,  though  at  the  peril  of  their 
lijea.    The  baptized  and  candidates  for  baptitfra  also  de» 
dare,  whenever  they  haTe  an  opportunity  of  speaking. pri- 
Vately  with  iia,  that  they  seek  satisfaction  in  nothing  but  ia 
fiTing  to' J^us,  and  that  their  favourite  ocoupatioo,  in  lei* 
sore  liours,' consists  in  singing  hytans  and  reading  the  Gq» 
iifis  which  have  been  printed  for  their  benefits  Their  Cliria* 
ifan  deportment  has  this  nstural  consequence,  that  their 
Mghbours  who  have  not  joined  us,  are  inspired  with  a  de» 
aire  to  become  equally  happy  and  contented.    Our  young 
pedplis  are  a  eonatant  subject  of  our  moat  earnest  suppHca- 
tfoB  iinto  the  Lord,  that  He  would  reveal  himself  to  their 
hearts;  nor  are  there  wanting  inatancea  amongst  them  ijf 


tkf  efficacy  of  divine  grace.    All  these  blesaings,  which  we 
cab  only  briefly  touch  upon^  call  for  our  sincerest  gratitndlB 
unlo  (be  Lord  ;  it*: devote  oumWe* moet 'v^lioyt,  to  tho 
P.  V.  8.  B  b 


.'I 


liB  PARK Y*ft  IftbdND  VO Y AOB 

•orriM.-  aii^  If  we  may  be  periditted  16  briitjr  ^tmihstMltf 
to  the  fiiiiiaiiig  of  hw  etrtfaly  JerueaKto;  bMr  'gfttt  iMrt^%« 
our  joy!"  ya:^;/ 

Vmy^ieBBWgmAiehtM  nafght  todet&HefltoWiMiMUiliidl 
Gonlfim  thVsWi^  ^t  I<\f odM  iweH  iftlrilMieli^  to4 
mnloboniiisteDt  w^  Ihe  lirefffy  to  be  dbMfred'hr  iUi^iAif^ 
ratlYd.  ^  TBe  JToUowing:  »  a  ebd^Mr  ii6tM  of  itie  fbw  jprdt 
n^nent  erents  Whibti  diMH^tiAied  tbe  reUMf Aii%  ^perioj  of 
Aefr'biAtory.      '  .-  '■  ■ :-  ■^.::M.;  .:^.-    .vdv 

Id  1^^  tbe  inbabitaiiU  of  Bopedate  Wei^  atticKAd  by  oM 
offboa^peatileDtial  diaordera  whioh  bate  m>  bftiBd*  d^eolalod 
tfaeae  northern  eoasta.  Tbe  mlaslonatfei  giW  the  MMHog 
aoopuntofit:  ^^Oar  Eaqnimaux  wereforaldtt^Uoaopr^ 
aerVed  from  any  particular  illneaaea,  exe^t  that  they  nerO 
anbject  to  a  apecies  of  eruption  and  botis,  w liM,  howler; 
though  painful  and  unpleaaafit,  were  rathe^  benoBtiai  16 
their  general  health.  But  on  the  34tb  of  July,  as  ai  kMt 
filled  with  our  people  wasleatlng  Tikkefanmk,  ottis  Of  their 
provisioA  places,  to  return  to  Hopedaiei  ^&feni  of  tfaMr, 
oue  after  another.  Were  seized  with  a  nerroua  aadparalytts 
diaorder,  of  a  most  dangerous  and  dtedly  nature,  tasOtmufh 
that  during  the  next  eight  days,  thiHeen  of  tb^m  departed 
this  lif(9,  of  whom  acTen  were  commohioanta.  Three  of  theili 
were  fishing  in  perfect  health  in  the  moraing^  andin  tbe  e^eii* 
ing  lay  corpses  in  tbe  boat.  Abote  thiKy  Were  talrta  HI;  and 
some  brought  to  the  bribk  of  th6  grate ;  but  now,  tirank 
God,  the  greater  Atamber  bate  reeorered,  though  a  few  are 
still  tery  weak.  As  ligite  as  the  13th  SeptehibcNr,  we  buried 
an  old  communicant,  called  Lake.  TerfOr  and  dtaarirf 
Seized  the  people,  but  we  confidently  beliete  that  thoso  whb 
departed  this  life  are  now  in  the  presence  of  Hhb  whond  tbi^ 
luui  known  here  aa  their  Satibor,  and  to  w^oae  holy  ilHJh 
they  expressed  full  reitgnation 

*  Bj  this  afllicting  dispensation  we  bate  now  a  consider- 
«Ue  number  of  widows  and  orphana  depending  entirtfy 
ypon  charity,  and  we  eannot  withhold  firom  them  ooeaiidbal 
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fSiiitiMm*  ..WfK.  ufteu  coiDHiead  ibem  in  prayer  to  the 
ITatW^Uie  bdMriew.  Who  wjU  in  ineroy  ragard  their 
wante.** 

*^  /^e^wcljr.w  the  jwtHBOO,  the  Hiuieuwariee  learned  ftom 
theceportifof  the  Northlandersy  who  visited  dieir eettlementat 
tb^^thfe  maifl  seat  of  the  nation  was  on  the  coast  and  islands 
of  .the  nocthy^  beyond  Cape  Chiidleigh,  and  aniiously  de- 
sirfd  an  opportunity  of  earrying  the  gospel  into  that  fjoar- 
ter.  On  asking  their  visitors  whether  it  would  be  agreeaUe 
to  then  to  have  a  mission  established  in  their  country,  they 
Msgred  (he  brethren  that  it  would  give  them  the  greatest 
^leasurs.  .  ^  Tbe  whole  land,**  they  said,  ^*  would  weleomb 
them,  with  one  loud  shout  of  rcrjoicing.*'  Preparations  were 
made  by  two  of  the  brethren  in  1800,  for  a  coasting  ▼oyago 
to  explore  the  country  in  that  direction,  but  their  plan  inii 
Irnstratnd  -by  uoforourable  winds  and  weather. 

This  project,  however,  though  suspended  for  a  time,  was 
not  abandoned ;  and  in  1811,  the  missionaries  were  autho- 
riied  to  fit  out  another  expedition  for  the  same  purpose. 
Tbe  brethren  Kohlmeister  and  Kmooir,  cheerfully  engaged 
in  this  difficult  and  perilous  enterprise,  for  which  they  both 
possessed  eminent  qualifications.  Having  engaged  a  Chris- 
tian Esquimaux  from  Hopedale,  us  u  steersman,  with  his 
two-masted  shallop,  they  embarked  at  Okkak  on  the  23rd 
of  June,  accompanied  by  four  Esquimaux  families,  besides 
that  of  their  guide,  amounting  in  all  to  nineteen  per- 
sons* After  encountering  various  tiangers  from  the  ice  in 
their  passage  up  the  coast,  which  had  never  before  been 
.lUivigated  by  an  European,  they  doubled  Cape  Chndleigh, 
and  on  the  7tb  of  August,  came  to  an  anchor  at  the  mouth 
of  thf)  Kangertluksoak,  or  George  River,  in  the  Ungava 
jhouptry,  lying  140  miles  S.S.W.  of  the  cape,  in  latitude 
StF  W  north.  Here  they  staid  some  days,  pitching  theiir 
teii^te  on  a  green  slope,  overgrown  with  shrubs,  and  flanked 
byjsfwbody  valley,  which  possessed  every  advantage  for  a 
iniMiopftry  Station. 

'Bb2 


PABBV^S  j^BBSOHOi  VOYtMSB 

ri'A  MliTofhuLrfkiyft -Voiii^  tli#ini}4#,lheraBaiilbiiifrtih« 

or  Jeveo  , hundred  miles  IroiB  Okkiikv  a»d  ite  width': abMit 
wmimdmd  .wm  the  .ThUMt  at^fainohid,  j^j  goam  Miy  Bikftb* 
iteeB^s they liairif ed ^  at ■» jimttefimteitlfclid  f ei!<ilB|  ly Uin#  haU 
Bwiein  wtaBty'iriMi  4hejiab<^o4iiiHdtoBedLaa«rettA<iM>^ed 
iMMrMtlleiMiitf  :BeMi0!«aU^«d  flQHi;t^(a9»oiuit4ilih0 
aaiivea  thaiibefe-ifiBriuK) fther4  6UgiUc^iphoa» fiirUiei|.'to 
Uid'  weaii  they  ^lov  BeluoMd  jiMMnmrd^irfM  Mraac|if4  'Pbi 
kak.iii  eaCitgr.oD.the  4ih  of fOotoherf^^^laK. ao  abaafoaoCtecv^ 
UMirawluH  haviog  performed  a;  yoyiiga^aif«liaia*4welv». to 
thifteen.hiilidred  milest  ..- i  j.ri-i. 

r  fit  mayr.be  obfOTTod  that  no  j^fmrther  ftepsJuiTe  jot  been 
takcBAtomuode  the  ealablishmeat  of  »fD|urtl&^aattMiiieDt,:ia 
Vof aia^f  adday  whieh  has aripeo- partly.firoi|i  the diataeaaeB 
oeeasioned  by-.thalste  coaiuieqtal  war^  And  partiji  frumL  tha 

fellowiBjt  antoftfanl  aoeident.  .  ., >i  • 

^iff  Oetobea  S8tb»  1616/'  writes  the  naraator,  ^  iha  Jemima 
atri^ed  jn  the  Thames  from  Labrador^  after  one  oil  the  oMfst 
daagtpoiia*  and  fatigaiDgi.passages.evor  Iiqqwd.  .  The  ahifi 
arrivediat  the  drift'-ice,  oa  the  Labrador  ooaat,  oa  tbe.lOtli 
ofiJaly.t  CaptaiD  Fraser  Taund  it  eztendiog  twpt hundred 
miles  lcemfAhe;laBd ;  and  after  attempting  tage^  in^,  irst  at 
Hopedafey  th^a.atNainy  and  lastly  at  Okkak,  he  wasaf 
ledgth  tcookpletely-Burroumled  by  ioe,:  and  in  the  most  im^ 
minent  danger  during  six  daya  apd  nights,  expecting  every 
aHsmdai  thai. the  sliip  would  be  crushed  ia  pieces^  tiil,  after 
ipery  great  ^xertions^  he  got  towards  the  outer  part  of  the  ioe. 
NaTsHbtlussy' he  was  beset  by  it  for  forty-nine  days,  and 
did'QOt;  reach  Okkak  till  August  29tb*  The  very  aext  day 
tbatwlftrie  oeast,  as  for  as  the. eye  could  reach,  waaentirely 
ohoked'Bpv  with  ice ;  and  after  lying  at  Okkak  nearly  thre^ 
weeks^  he  was  twieo' forced  back,  by  it  on  his  passsge  to-Naio^ 
vhiah> place  ha  did  ^ot  reach  tali. September  22n5L  .  After 
itaidiv^-tbe  ^8iiaLtime»  iCaphlisi  Fraser  proceeded^  Qatobar 
8d*  to  Hooadjaloit  but'-ibougb  the.weaiher  waf^ne  ituiM^z 


■dnM./tlwMMila^oandiilM  larg0>i|iiiBiiimjQii(litflHMryi6ft 
hiMifiltie  |MtPic£Mathki|^dllteiflmAleneiitii^'Hfri9MtiiM^ 
tlMd»piiib»  Ift  fl»j  bMsdiMii  al  IffaittUuiHoMrcYer,  hrailMr 

Ifciwt  Qirt^ttiiaB^  .wlitt)£w«i»7g0i|igr3lOiiHopMi»I%j.tiepl»tt 

ttiibftfi»«0Xl«eimij.iniBit#  wilkLMioMBeAie&U  «f  mov^^mI 
liry.'IIUirib  weaibtr^fWTtligUltMy  oottl4iioii«6eJllift>ileii9lli.ftf 
lliii^kipi^aod  ^ahif'WiiUD  half  Jk  bbUb  at  a^dmigtfopa vai^fiiif 
poak%:'4h•]p^'weral  obUgad  to  canf;  a^piess  of aaiLla  olaaf 
tUMi;  jw kicii^tkejiL'  did  biii  just .aooomjdiaM ;  for  tho  galeafr* 
Icrtvarda  iooreased  to  such  a  degree,.  Uija  wiad  btiiif  rigiit 
itt  shore,  that  the j  could  not  carrj  aoU  any  ioofsiv  and 
wei^>eblig8d:lo  laf  .4lio  flbipio,  thosea,oft6a  brarittog<o««r 
hae^  «ih1  thaiCaptaio  was  at  length  necessitated  U^hwif  apay 
foriBoglaody  .October  5th.  He  again  axfMrif need  a  gala 
equal  to  a  hurricane,  from  the  8th  to  the  lOtb  of  October, 
which. wm  so  violentf  during  the  night  of  the  Qih,  .that  the 
Cap4i^ia  iBDUunentiy  expected  the  ship's  foundering.  She  wan 
a^/Snetinie  struck  by  a  sea,  which  twisted  her  in  such: a 
manner  that  the  seams  on  her  larboard  opened,,  and  the 
watev  gushed  ipto  the  cabin  and  the  maters  birtb  as  if  it  caipa 
from  a  pump,  and  eyery  one  thought  her  side  was  stove  in^. 
However,,  the  Lord,  was  pleased  to  protect  every  one  fjfom 
bar nc;. 'and,  considering  all  things,  the  ship  did  not  auffitf 
materially,  neither  was  any  thing  lost^**: 

,By  this  ^itii^stery  the  only  serious  one  which  has  hefStdlea 
the  missionary  vessel  in  her  annual  voyages  during  a  period 
o£  fif^y.years,^,foi4r.aealpu9  missionaries  were  a^ptly  traoa» 
l^rted  from  itbe  field  of  their  a<;iLvity,  leaving  their  expect^ 
i(i(ffeUi)w» labourers. in  Hopedale  in  a  state  of  the  moai 
painful  aiuit4|f  regarding  their  fate.  They  returned  to 
Labrador  in  the  following  summer,  though  not  without  eo* 
•ouatering  the  most  imminent  risks  from  storms,  thick  fog% 
and  ioa  fields,  every  one  of  which,  seen  through  the|;loaa^ 
appaafed  fraught  with  death.  They  were  happy  to  Jnd  tiuft 


PJLEItK/4i  UBM>n»  #4>yA«l 

tliiifJbrt4lii^l»iiiiH<ipfwUI<»i.J^  ^ngf^kftti^^ 

tiM5Brtti8h<«iNl!«4>MigB  mUf  8Mi#y» .  ^j^  km  >#nNh, 
of  tbt^fomf  /C^apel«;ii%  <Mr  pfPii  I#b9W««-^  K^iiii^VW^j 

i»4Mi9iii<fhr^i^MMi  B«8Mf8«hi8^  UirOifiiyriBpny.^tb^l^^ 
Bitft^pm  by  mo  b««l^  mid  a  mam%93^^yjli}^m^n^^^ 
iriM,  Anp  4lia  btpefti  ^f  Ibo  ehiktrctt^'  ba^e  t/9^  IM^^Idif  *^ 
are  ia  oae  among  ihe  Esquimaax*  c  .jt...  ,.,^ ,  ' ,..  f.,;. 

v^'O^  tfoviowiag  ttie  progreaa  of  lhe«a;.asii^piia,  jffip^e 
hiatorybat  beea  bera  <l€Soribed|  GudVi  mienjjmA^g/9^1^^ 
ba»  b^BiT  graxAoatly  manifested  ia  Uma  rai^ips  9ff«f  ^f^ 
to  aartto  bim  ia  thedeserta  of  tbe  Nortb,  ap^^fof  n9\4i^eft^^ 
afcmaly^  ptapervifig  bia  bdibful  aerraata  llirougb  a  Qoin^.]^ 
baf44itps  and  daogaia  aoooanierad  in  thaae  boreal  <^i(Qfi^ 
wbteb,  tb^ugb  naonoloQous  in  tbe  recHaly  mttat  ba.tn  .a  f^^ 
Minlereatin  tbe  reality.  But  the  moiiTee  iriucb  {nppmpjL, 
tb00tabr%«e  ibeae  perils  and  priTations  is  worlby  pf  a;^ 
tbatr  deTotion^  and  the  end  wbiob  they  propoae  to  (bear-, 

s^fee  is  a  glorious  one.    If  be,  Uie  Lord  of  the  banri^t^ 

'k  ■ '  • 

arbo  bas  sent  tbem  fortliy  still  confiane  to  orown  tbeii  en- 
deafours  with  bis  blessings  pleasing  reflections  may  be  i»- 
dnlgedy  thai  on  the  great  day  of  deoision»  wben  earth  and^ 
saaabaU  reader  up  <lieir  deadk  the  froaen  rocks  and  icy,  s^ 
palclires  of  Labrador  and  Greeolandu  will  yield  no  incciv^, 
alderable  proportion  of  Ibetrdiarge  to  a  well  that  irbPNI 
sbout  which  shall  proclaim  tbe  finisbed  work  of  tbaJiUt. 
dasmer,  and  tbe  f ulaess  of  bis  reward  for  tbe  travail^of  Ua 
soul. 


w-.-'^-a'^s 


'   Seals  constitute  great  part  of  tbe  food  of  tbe  Bquimaiia 
bat  the  hair  n  very  abort,  and  appears  as  if  rubbed  wilh 


■lee^g*  In  Ifiii^iiabfaie  m  ttefoe  or  alH»r»»  snore  very  \4nii4 
d(Vff  b«M|^'Hi^iM>iHfd  eleef^ere^  «re  at  iuoh  IfaMi  eatUy  Mr 
priied  and  killed.  :'*^ 

'^'llilttr^llWt  li  iail^^  hvA  tbeyon  netertbeleee  laake  iMoh 
^Add  ttt^of  fhelr  f^re-feet,  and  take  such  leaps  witb  die  bla<t 
&ik»,  ftiiit  a^tnan  cannot  easily  overtake  tbem.  The  head 
irp^tty  much  like  tlmt  of  a  dog  with  cropped  ears.  In  soma 
ijpeei^sit'ts  rounder^  in  others  more  pointed.  Their  cry  it 
odrtiewhat  similar  to  that  of  a  wild  boari  and  their  yoang 
onte  make  a  p^ng  noise  like  the  mewinj^of  a  cat.  Tlia 
miMith  is  armed  with  sharp  teeth,  and  the  lips  furnished 
^h  a  sirtnig  beard  like  bristles.  They  bate  two  nostrils^ 
aAd'rMseioi^e  suifaee  e^ery  quarter  of  an  boar  to  take  breath  | 
faifge  Heryeyes,  with  Kds  and  eye^brows,  end  two  smaH 
a^tores  fbir  eara^  without  any  exf emal  projection.  Thefr 
bVdj^  tkpera  towards  the  head  and  -  tail/  a  ftrmation  wbieb 
fkbftitiiflMr  thdir  progress  throuffi  the  water;  At  first  0ight 
tti^y  most  resemble  a  mole.  Their  UtAbctar  ia  from  three  !# 
fihirrniehei  tbiek;  and  the  ftesh,  which  is  teiftder  and  greaay^ 
kti(  iyf etty  nnictt  like  that  of  a  wild  lioar.  It  is  not  sobiif 
aMTralldd  as  tb^  generality  of  aea-fowl,  and  iroold  be  eateal 
f  y^ttibsi  'fiiiro|Nmto' with  a  greater  relitrih  Hrere  they  not  dfiu 
gosted  by  the  name.  Some  species  of  these  animals  are  mH 
^ttiSttiest  M  every  part  bf  the  ociean. 
't^hws  are  ftve  spedesi  which^-as  to  the  form  of  th^ 
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bodiet^  Rre nearly  alike;  buidUreria  siie,  in  tfaeiquaVty  af 
Adr  hair,  and  In  the  shape  of  their  heada* 

1.  Kassig^ak,  the  pled  aeal^  phbeabieolon  Ja  a  lon^  seal 
with  a  thick  head.  Its  oolonr  ia  a  gnmad  of  blatik,  freeUod 
with  white  apots.  The  skina  of  their  younf  ones,  if  black  or 
the  back,  look  almoat  aa  rich  as  tcI vet.  They  are  exported 
in  great  numbers,  and  worn  as  waistcoats*  The  old(*r  the 
animal  is,  the  larger  are  its  spots.  Some  skins  jMenible 
those  of  panthers,  and  are  used  as  horse  cloths.  '  A  full 
grown  seal  of  this  species  is  about  two  yards  and  a  quarter 
in  length. 

2.  The  harp  seal,  phoca  groenlandiea,  (Atlarsoak,) 
has  a  more  pointed  head,  a  thicker  body,  more  And  better 
blabber  than  the  former,  and  when  full  grown,  measures 
four  yards  in  length.  It  is  then  generally  of  a  light  grey 
colour,  and  has  a  black  mark  on  its  back  like  a  double  ores- 
cent, with  the  horns  directed  towards  each  other.  There 
is  also  a  blackish  variety  without  any  mark.  All  seals 
ehange  colour  yearly,  while  growing ;  but  the  alteration  is 
most  coRiipiouous  in  this  species.  In  the  6rst  year  it  is  of.a 
cream  colour  :  iu  the  second,  grey :  in  the  third,  coloared.: 
in  the  fourth,  spotted  :  and  in  the  fifth,  when  it  is  full  grown, 
and  gets  its  distinguished  mark,  Attarsoak.  Their  skin  is 
stiff  and  strong,  and  is  used  to  cover  trunks. 

8.  The  rough  seal,  phoca  hispida,  (neitsek,)  does  not  dif* 
(er  much  from  the  former,  except  that  ita  colour  is  browner, 
inclining  to  a  pale  white.  Ita  haur  does  not  lie  smooth,  but 
is  rough  and  bristly  like  that  of  swine* 

4.  The  hooded  seal,  phoca  cristate,  besidea  ita  auperio* 
rity  in  siae,  has  under  its  hair  a  abort  thick  aet  ooal  of 
black  wool,  which  gives  the  skin  a  beautiful  grey  oolour. 
The  forehead  is  furnished  with  a  thick"  folded  akin,  wbioh 
the  animal  can  draw  over  its  eyea  like  a  cap,  to  protept 
them  from  stones  or  sand,  driven  about  by  the  surf  in  a 
atorm. 

&  Tlia  great  aeal,  phoea  barbata,  is  the  largest  apecies 
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■'.t     ■  ■  ■ 
of  seal,  and  about  four  ells  long,  with  blackish  liwr,  and  ■ 

..^c^^sl^iqi,  out  of  which  the;  cat  thongs  half  an  inch  thick, 

.jfor.Oicir  «eal  lishery. 

, ,   The  walrus,  or  sea-horse,  rosmorus,  may  be  classed  among 
jlhe  seals,  which  it  resembles  in  the  form  of  its  body.     Front 

/f)U  head,  w^ich  is  not  pointed  like  a  seal's,  but  broad,  blunt, 
and  armed  with  two  long  tusks,  it  might  aptly  be  denomi- 

I  natad  the  sea-elephant. 

The  whole  animal  may  b6  about  nine  yards  long,  and  the 
same  in  circumference  round  the  breast.  It  weighs  about 
lOpOpQunds.  The  skin  is  about  half  au  inch  in  tUickiifMs, 
much  shriveiled,  especially  on  the  neck,  where  it  is  very 
grisly,  and  twice  as  thick  as  on  the  rest  of  the  body.  The 
fat  is  while,  solid  like  bacou,  about  dx  inches  thick ;  but 
the  train  which  it  affords  is  neither  so  good,  nor  so  abun- 
daqt  as  that  produced  by  seal's  blubber,  owing  to  its  tough 
vesicles.  Both  fore  and  bind  feet  are  longer  and  more 
clumsy  tlian  those  of  the  seal.  The  toes  have  joints  about 
■ix  inches  in  leno'th,  but  are  not  armed  with  sharp  claws. 
Il.t  moutli  is  so  siiiull  that  a  mau  can  with  difficulty  thrust 
liis  fist  iiilo  it,  and  the  under  lip,  wluch  is  of  a  triangular 
sbagte,  bangs  down  between  the  two  tusks.  On  both  the 
lips,  and  on  each  side  of  the  nose,  there  is  a  stripe  of  spongy 
skin,  about  a  (land's  breadth,  stuck  full  of  monstrous  bris- 
tles, like  treble  twisted  cord,  as  lliick  as  straws,  pcl- 
Inrid,  and  about  six  inches  in  length.  These  give  the 
animal  a  grim  but  majestic  aspect.  The  snout  Is  not  pro- 
minent: the  eyes  have  no  lids,  and  are  not  larger  than  ihose 
of  an  o\.  The  ears  are  situated  in  the  neck;  their  aper- 
tures, which  are  in  the  back  part  of  the  skull,  without  any 
external  projection,  are  scarcely  perceivable.  It  has  no 
cutting  teeth,  but  nine  broad  concave  grinders,  four  in  the 
upper,  and  five  in  the  under  jaw.  It  cannot  therefore  catch 
and  chew  fishes  like  the  seal,  for  the  two  long  tusks  bend- 
ing downwards  over  its  month  would  rather  impede  than  as- 
«ist  illn  fishing.  These  tusks  arc  exceedingly  comi>act,  of 
P.  V    !).  C  « 
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ft  finer  grain  than  ivory,  and  very  white,  except  in  the  mid- 
dle, where  they  are  of  a  brownish  colour,  like  polished  ma- 
pie.  The  extremities  inserted  in  the  skull,  are  somewhat 
hollow,  rather  compressed,  and,  in  most  animals;  full  of 
notches.  It  is  a  rare  case  that  both  tadks^  are  found  per- 
fectly whole  and  sound.  The  right  tusk  is  about  an  inch 
longer  than  the  left.  Its  entire  length  is  about  tw  enty-seven 
inches,  of  which  seven  lie  within  the  skull.  The  circum- 
ference at  the  bottom  is  about  eight  inches.  Close  to  the 
head  the  tusks  are  separated  by  about  four  inches,  but  di- 
verge to  the  distance  of  ten,  and  are  somewhat  bent  at  the 
points.     Each  tooth  weighs  about  seven  pounds 

The  use  the  walrus  makes  of  his  tusks  is,  probably, 
partly  to  detach  the  muscles  and  sea-weed  which  he  lives 
upon,  from  the  rocks,  partly  to  lay  hold  of  rocks  and  ice 
masses  in  order  to  drag  along  his  huge  unmanageable  bulk, 
and  partly  to  defend  himself  against  the  bear  and  the  sword- 
fish. 

The  following  is  a  brief  account  of  the  process  in  catch- 
ing whales.  As  sooti  as  a  whale  is  either  seen  or  heard,  a 
shallop,  with  six  hands  on  board,  immediately  makes  up  to 
him,  taking  care  to  approach  his  side  near  the  head.  Five 
or  six  boats  are  always  in  readiness  for  this  purpose.  When 
the  fish  rises  to  take  breath,  and,  as  is  generally  the  case, 
remains  a  short  time  on  the  surface,  the  boat  rows  up  to  his 
side,  and  the  harpooner  pierces  him  somewhere  near  the  fin. 
They  now  row  back  with  all  possible  speed,  before  the  whale 
can  feel  the  thrust  and  overset  or  crush  the  boat  with  a  blow 
of  his  tail.  The  harpoon  is  a  triangular  barbed  piece  of  steel 
about  a  foot  long,  and  fastened  to  n  shaft.  As  soon  as  the  fish 
perceives  the  pain,  it  darts  down  to  the  bottom :  the  rope, 
which  is  about  half  an  inch  thick,  a  hundred  fathoms  long, 
and  made  of  fresh  hemp,  then  flies  off  with  such  rapidity, 
that  if  it  by  any  means  gets  entangled,  it  must  either  snap  in 
an  instant,  or  overset  the  boat.  ^  ine  rolls  of  rope  lie  in  the 
bottom  of  each  shallop.     One  man  is  stationed  to  attend  to 
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4fhe'lhM>laatit.Bbould  get  nMrriled;  aiid  another  to  pear  «m- 
tec  oaitJbe  {dace  where  il  rubs  on  the  hoafs  mde,  ui  orieg>4o 
prevent  itfirom  &na^  by  the  eKcessive  fiielian.  If  the  whale  is 
.  DotfUiortaUy  wounded,  he  majir  flonnoe  aho«it  in  the  deep/or^w 
hofw  and  dmg  after  hin  several /thonaaad  fathoms  of  Ime; 
for  as  soon  as  he  is  struck,  thetoflier  Tboats  hasten  to  the  spot 
with  a  ftesh  supply.  The  ^eiooity  of  his  motion  equals  the 
flight  of  an  reagie,  and.tiie  boaits  make  after  (him  with  all  pos- 
sible dispatch.  Should  he  rethre  under  the  di^tftrice  they 
follow  him ;  hut  wJnen  ho.  dives  under  a  large  field,  there  .m 
only  one  alternative,  eith^  to  draw  out  the  harpoon,  by  mabi 
force,  or  cut  the  line.  If  he  cornea  up  a  second  timo,  tbfsy 
strike  him  with  several  more  harpoons,  nad  then  dispatch 
him  withlanoes.  As  soon  as  he  is  dead,  he  rises  to  the  sur- 
face, with  his  belly  upwards. 

Meanwhile  the  ship  uses  all  possible  speed  to  join  the 
boats  which  have  the  whale  in  tow.  As  soon  as  he  comes  up, 
they  cut  two  deep  slits  in  his  blubber,  through  which  they 
pass  a  cable,  and  tie  him  to  the  ship's  side.  The  first  thing 
to  be  done  is  to  row  a  shallop  into  bis  jaws,  and  cut  out  care- 
fully, with  long  crooked  knives,  the  whalebone  borders  from 
the  gums.  They  only  take  five  hundred  of  the  largest,  which 
are  worth  as  much  as  all  the  blubber.  After  haying  takeii 
out  the  tongue,  they  cut  off  the  fat  from  the  body  with  lqi|g 
knives,  in  large  quadrangular  pieces,  beginning  both  at  the 
head  and  tail  at  once,  and  haul  it  upon  deck  with  puIU^. 
It  is  there  cut  into  smaller  pieces,  and  stowed  till  ithe  fishery 
b  over.  The  tail  and  fins  are  out  off  whole,  and  ireserved 
for  making  glue. 

Forty  or  fifty  men  mutually  assisting  each  other,  will 
strip  a  whale  of  its  blubber  m  four  hours.  As  the  body  of 
iat  progressively  diminishes,  tiie  ropes  are  removed  towards 
the  middle,  and  the  fish  turns  round  of  itself.  When  the 
last  ring  of  blubber  is  cut  off,  the  oarcase  loses  its  buojanoy, 
and  is  committed  to  the  deep  with  a  joyful  huzza  from  ths 
whole  crew.     After  a  few  days  it  bursts,  rises  to  the  sur* 
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hate,  and  affords  a  plentifal  repast  to  the  aeBrfoiA  and  wUte 
bears.  If  the  cutting  up  of  Ae  whale  is  deferred  on  acconat 
of  the  tnrbuient  weather,  or  to  catch  more  fishes,  it  swetk 
gradually  with  a  humming  noise,  and  at  last  bursts  with  a 
Vehement  explosion,  ejecting  from  its  entrails  a  filthy  scarlet 
fluid  which  has  an  abominable  stench. 

When  the  fishery  is  over,  the  ships  retire  into  a  iiarbour  or 
tio  a  large  area  of  ice,  in  order  to  gain  more  room  for  cutting 
up  the  blubber.  After  having  taken  it  all  out  of*  the  hold, 
they  strip  off  the  skin,  which  is  thrown  into  the  sea»  They 
if^ut  the  blubber  into  small  oblong  pieces,  lower  it  down  into 
the  hold  in  leather  bags,  snd  fill  one  vessel  after  the  other. 
Whi!e  the  latter  work  is  going  forward,  the  deck  swims  with 
tmin  above  shoe-top ;  this  is  laded  up  or  caught  in  pails  at 
the  glitters,  and  poured  into  the  casks.  What  leaks  out  ol 
the  barrels  is  the  finest,  and  is  called  clear  train,  and  that 
which  is  melted  out  of  the  bulk  of  the  blubber,  brown  train. 
The  dregs  are  comparatively  very  trifling,  and  one  hundred 
barrels  of  blubber  will  generally  yield  ninety-six  of  oiL 

Of  the  whale  fishery  of  the  Greenlanders,  it  is  to  be 
observed  that  the  proper  whale  and  narwhal,  are  only 
caught  in  tiie  north ;  the  cachalot  and  smaller  species  in  the 
south  also.  Their  method  of  taking  the  Greenland  whale  is 
as  follows :  all  the  natives  who  engage  in  the  pursuit  put  on 
their  best  clothes ;  for,  according  to  a  saying  of  their  sorcer- 
ers, if  any  one  of  the  company  wore  a  dirty  dress,  especially 
one  contaminated  by  a  dead  body,  the  whale  would  fly  their 
approach,  and  even  though  killed  would  sink  to  the  bottom 
The  women  are  forced  to  accompany  the  expedition,  partly 
in  order  to  row,  partly  to  mend  the  men's  clothes  and  boots 
should  they  get  torn  or  damaged.  They  assail  the  whale 
courageously  in^  their  boats  and  kajaks,  darting  numerous 
harpoons  into  his  body.  The  large  seal-skin  bladders,  tied  to 
these  weapons,  prevent  him  from  sinking  deep  in  the  water. 
As  soon  as  he  is  tired  out,  they  dispatch  him  with  short  lancet. 


^  ma  TH  B !  MOKm  Pf^iu^  <?  100 

tti'iiiHi  Aeil  ereep  jnlo  tlieip  liriyog  dr98V>«Nbb  ,^^  evm 
pMedi«£8ei^riEin«  and  hsfr^boes;  stocluDgiB^  j;^^ 
•jliaH>iie  piebc^  Tlraa  equipped  theyrjump  vpm 
0V'eiveB^8tMid«i  tbe  v«ler  ^Usr^de^r  bitoyetdbfiip  irby^r^iAif 
^iMteiFdiieiMi  Thsf^  oat  ioffi  !tlie  Uabbert  with  AheirfriiQOCA^ 
knives,  and  though  provided^  Willi -finch  pi)orinfljlrutiiQtilB^wi 
iFefy«cipiMiiiextraotiog  die  whalebone  from  the  jaws.  /The 
lofiaeY  opeialion  is  a  scene  of  the  utmost  oonfiision.  Me% 
woiiien(l!aad'Cbildren»  «nned  with  pointed  knives^  tumUli9 
crti  eaehothers  backs^  every  one  striving  to  be  pveaeoiif 
Ibespevt^  and  to  have  a  share  in  the  spoiLi  It  iaAxna^rfOlf 
wonderto  a  spectator  how  they  avoid,  wounding  e^ohpth^ 
^iaore  frequently .  However^  the  scuffle  seldaBi>end$t without 
hlooddied.  The  smaller  species  of  whales,  they  catiph ;  1ft e 
seals,  or  drive  them  into  bays,  till  they  run  aground. 

The  rein  deer  is  the  northern  stag,  and  is  found  also  la 
Spitsbergen,  Siberia,  Norway,  Lapland,  and  the  most  aor- 
them  tracts  of  America.  It  is  impossible  for  them  to  eiait 
in  warmer  countries,  where  they  cannot  breathe  the  puie 
mountain  air,  and  browze  the  tender  grass  and  moss  of 
polar  regions.  It  is  well  knoiwn  that  the  Laplanders  possess 
herds  of  rein-deer,  sometimes  amounting  to  several  hundred, 
or  even  a  thousand  head,  which  supply  them  with  flesh,  milk 
and  cheese,  drag  sledges  loaded  with  all  their  substance, 
and  even  serve  instead  of  post-horses.  Those  of  Greenland 
are  wild  and  fleet,  and  their  smell  is  so  acute  that  they  rarely 
suffer  the  hunter  to  steal  upon  them  unawares,  especially  if 
the  wind  blow  ihe  scent  towards  them.  The  missionaries 
caught  and  brought  up  a  young  rein-deer,  and  it  grew,  after 
some  time,  as  tame  as  a  child,  but  played  the  Greenlanders 
so  many  mischievous  tricks,  that  they  were  forced  to  kill  it. 
The  largest  are  about  the  size  of  a  small  heifer,  generally 
brown  or  grey,  with  white  bellies.  They  are  covered  with 
very  thick  hair,  about  an  inch  in  length.  Their  antlers, 
which  they  cast  in  the  spring  of  every  year,  diflfer  from  those 
of  the  stag,  in  being  smooth,  and  about  three  inches  broad 
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at  top.  >yhUe  the  new  horns  are  young  and  tender,  thej 
are  protected  by  a  woolly  covwing,  which  the  animal  after- 
wards rubs  off.  In  spring  they  also  get  a  new  coat  of  hair. 
The  rein-deer  is  then  Tery  lean,  and  its  skin  is  thin,  and 
little  worth ;  but  in  autumn,  their  hide  is  thick,  hairy,  and 
lined  with  fat.  This  alternate  increase  and  diminution  of 
their  flesh  and  hair,  enables  them  to  bear  both  the  heat  of 
summer,  and  the  intense  cold  of  winter.  They  are  very 
cleanly,  delicate  creatures,  and  their  flesh  is  tender,  and 
well  flavoured.  In  summer  they  crop  the  fine  tender  grass 
in  the  valleys,  and  in  winter  pick  the  white  moss  growing  in 
the  clefts  of  rocks,  from  under  the  snow. 

Baal's  River  was  formerly  the  principal  resort  of  rein-deer, 
and  the  Greenlanders  used  to  unite  in  one  general  hunting 
match  to  kill  them.  The  women  and  children  surrounded  a 
whole  district,  sticking  up  logs  of  wood  to  look  like  men, 
when  they  were  defective  in  numbers ;  and  then  proceeding 
in  a  straight  line,  drove  all  the  timid  animals  into  a  narrow 
space  in  the  centre,  where  they  were  easily  killed  by  the 
hunters.  Another  way  was  for  the  women  to  chase  them  in 
great  numbers  into  a  narrow  bay,  where  they  were  pierced 
by  the  men  in  their  kajaks,  with  harpoons  and  arrows.  Since 
the  introduction  of  powder  and  shot  into  Greenland,  they 
have  been  thinned  very  much ;  yet  many  of  the  natives  spend 
their  best  summer  months  in  hunting  them,  in  order  to  pro- 
cure skins  for  extraordinary  occasions. 

The  farther  we  advance  northward,  the  fewer  rein-deer 
are  met  with.  Several  are  killed  every  year  on  Disko  Island, 
which  circumstance  has  given  occasion  to  the  fable,  that  a 
gigantic  Greenlander  severed  this  piece  of  land  from  Baal's 
niver,  and  towed  it  out  to  sea  by  a  rope  tied  to  his  kajak ; 
and  farther,  that  he  intended  to  have  united  it  with  the  main 
land,  and  was  prevented  by  a  pregnant  woman,  who  was 
tempted  by  curiosity  to  peep  out  of  her  tent.  In  proof  of 
this  absurdity,  they  show  the  holes  in  the  rocks,  through  which 
bf;  drew  tlic  rope. 
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In  little,  1794»  two  of  the  Morawm  miisioBaffies  baTiiig 
fotie  Id  a  neigbbooiing  island  in  searcli  of  drift^wood^  woif^ 
^fiipletely  surrounded  by  the  ice,  and  confined  to  tUs  dft^mf 
S(M>t  (bi^  upwards  of  a  fortnight.  Their  fidlow-missioDaTiea  pn 
New  flermbat,  alarmed  by  their  long  absence,  and  feanipg 
that  ^hey  might  be  in  want  of  provisions,  repeatedly  sapl 
Greenlanders  to  gain  intelligence  of  their  situation ;  bttt  thcj 
founds  It  impossible  to  penetrate  with  their  hajaka  through  tha 
ice.  The  prisoners^  meanwhile,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
meet  wMk  a  plentiful  supply  of  fish,  which  freed  them  firoip 
the  apprehension  of  perishing  by  hunger,  and  they  atiengtlbi 
made  their  wav  through  die  ice^  though  at  the  risk  of  thopf 
Kres,  to  the  main-land«  But  here  they  found  thomseVirea 
at  a  considerable  distance  from  the  settlement,  and  ha^ 
to  perform  a  fatiguing  journey  over  high  hills,  and  down 
abrupt  valleys,  before  they  arrived  at  New  Herrnhut,  hav<» 
ing  been  absent  a  whole  month. 

Dangerous  as  these  excursions  were  to  the  missionaneSf 
they  were  at  the  same  time  absolutely,  necessary,  their  com- 
fort during  the  winter  depending  on  the  drift-wood  they  col<- 
lected,  as  the  quantity  of  wood  found  in  Greenland,  in  a 
growing  state,  is  very  insignificant.  A  scarcity  of  this  article 
could  not  therefore  but  occasion  the  greatest  distress,  as  was 
Ae  case  in  New  Hermhut,  in  1793,  when  the  shoals  of  loose 
ice  prevented  them  from  laying  in  their  usual  stock  for  fuel. 
During  the  three  coldest  months,  they  were  obliged  to  have 
recourse  to  the  disagreeable  expedient  of  heating  their  rooms 
by  train-oil  lamps,  after  the  manner  of  the  Greenlanders, 
reserving  the  little  wood  they  had  left  for  culinary  use. 

Though  the  pursuits  of  the  natives  inure  them  to  hardships, 
and  their  uncommon  dexterity  enables  them  to  brave  every 
shape  and  front  every  danger,  yet  they  frequently  fall  vic- 
tims to  the  rigours  of  the  clime,  and  are  still  more  frequently 
delivered  firom  situations  of  the  utmost  peril,  they  scarcely 
know  how. 

Two  Greenlanders  belonging  to  Lichtenau,  returning  rroni 
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catching  seals,  found  their  passage  impeded  by  anew  coat  of 
ice,  with  which  the  intense  frost  had  abnost  instantaneously 
overspread  the  surface  of  the  seat  of  such  a  tfaicknesSy  that 
their  oars  were  soon  rendered  useless,  and  they  saw  no  hope 
•f  extricating  thair  kajaks  from  the  fragments  wUch  jammed 
ihem  in  on  every  side.  Their  desperate  situation  was  noticed 
firom  the  shore,  but  it  was  impossible  to  come  to  their  assist- 
ance. At  last  a  rising  gale  drovo  them  out  of  ught»  together 
with  the  ice-field  in  which  they  were  embayed,  leaving  their 
friends  to  suffer  all  the  tortures  of  the  most  exquisite  suspence. 
Fortunately,  however,  they  reached  a  piece  of  old  ice,  the 
only  one  remaining  in  the  bay,  where  there  was  barely  room 
for  themselves  and  their  kajaks.  On  to  this  they  scrambled, 
and  reposed  themselves  as  well  as  they  could  during  the 
piercing  cold  of  the  night.  In  the  morning  the  new  ice  had 
become  so  firm  that  it  would  bear  their  weight*  and  they 
walked  home  in  safety. 

The  very  next  year,  a  large  party  in  a  woman's  boat  met 
with  a  similar  disaster,  in  the  same  place  and  accompanied 
with  nearly  the  same  circumstances.  Being  overtaken  by  a 
hurricane,  and  unable  to  make  the  land,  they  took  refuge  on 
a  mass  of  floating  ice,  drawing  up  their  boat  after  them  with 
great  difficulty.  Thus  situated,  they  drifted  out  to  sea  with 
the  wind,  and  were  already  passing  the  last  island,  when  the 
fury  of  the  storm  abated,  on  which  they  ventured  to  launch 
their  boat  and  gained  the  land. 

Caleb,  a  native  assistant  of  Lichtenfels  was  about  the  same 
time  obliged  to  spend  two  days  and  a  night  in  the  open  air 
when  the  winter's  cold  was  most  intense.  At  night-time  ha 
drew  his  kajak  upon  the  ice,  and  slept  in  it  in  a  sitting  pos- 
ture, while  the  thermometer  stood  at  zero  of  Fahrenheit. 
On  his  return  home  he  merely  complained  of  thirst,  tliough 
he  had  tasted  no  food  during  the  whole  time  of  his  absence. 
But  such  privations  are  of  common  occurrence  among  these 
hard  natives. 

Another  Greenlauder  had  nearly  lost  his  life  by  an  unex* 
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pe^tsed  attaek  from  an  animal  of  the  whale  tribe,  in  nhichlhe 
bttcl  approaohed  too  near  with  his  kajak.  The  fish  by  a  sad* 
deiv  fprin^  seized  the  foire-part  of  tfid  skin-boat  widi  his  jawa* 
raised  it  eompletely  out  of  the  water,  and  after  upsetting  his 
enemy  retreated  into  the  deep.  Two  persons  who  Iiappendd 
to  be  at  no  great  distance,  hastened  to  the  spot,  and  helped 
Urn  to  reeoTer  his  balance,  so  ttiat  he  escaped  without  any 
other  injiiiry  than  the  alarm  inspired  by  so  unusual  a  retl- 
oontre. 

But  what  claims  our  peculiar  attention  in  this  brief  re^ 

■ 

▼iew  of  the  hardships  and  casualties  to  which  life  is  subject  in 
these  arofSc  regions,  is  tlie  imminent  risk  incurred  by  the  mi^ 
sionaries  themselres  in  their  passage  to  and  from  their  sta* 
tions.  The  voyage  of  Mr.  Grillich  to  Europe  on  business  of 
the  mission,  is  one  out  of  several  instances  which  furnish 
this  remark.  He  left  Greenland  in  October,  1796,  with  a 
ship  belonging  to  Julianahaab,  but  after  plying  about  for  five 
weeks  in  the  lower  part  of  the  strait,  the  vessel  was  so  much 
damasred  by  the  drift-ice,  that  she  was  obliged  to  return.  In 
Feb.  1799,  he  again  set  sail  in  the  same  ship,  but  the  quantitf 
of  drift-ice  wa.<9  greater  than  before,  and  hampered  them  per- 
petually from  the  18th  to  the  25th  of  that  month.  At  leiq^ 
the  captain  finding  the  ship  so  clogged  and  damaged  that  he 
could  not  hope  to  save  her,  resolved  to  quit  her  with  all  the 
property  on  board.  On  the  last  mentioned  day,  therefore, 
the  whole  ship's  company  began  their  march  over  the  ice, 
dragging  a  boat  after  them.  They  spent  two  nights  in  the 
open  air,  and  liad  no  means  of  quenching  their  thirst,  but  t>y 
drinking  melted  snow.  On  the  third  morning  they  came  to 
open  water,  in  which  they  launched  their  boat,  and  sailing 
five  leagues,  again  reached  the  barren  coast  of  Greenland. 
Scarcely  had  they  landed  when  a  most  tremendous  storm 
arose  with  snow  and  sleet,  so  that  had  they  been  still  at  sea. 
they  must  all  have  perished.  But  they  were  now  in  a  very 
disastrous  situation,  without  any  food  or  covering  for  the 
night.  On  the  following  day,  however,  it  pinased  doA  to 
P.  V.  9  Do 
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tend  them  a  favourable  wind,  with  which  they  sailed  fif« 
leagues  and  reached  the  colony  at  Fredericshaab  in  safety. 
After  a  further  detention  of  a  month  in  this  place,  Mr.  Gril- 
lich  once  more  reached  Lichtenfeb,  and  finally  arrived  in 
the  October  following  at  Copenhagen  with  the  ship  from 
Godhaab. 

Some  years  afterwards,  in  1804,  the  missionary  C.  F. 
Rudolph  and  his  wife  experienced  a  still  more  remarkable 
preservation  in  an  attempt  to  return  to  Europe,  after  a  ser* 
vice  of  twenty-six  years  in  Greenland. 

They  left  Uchtenau,  June  18th,  and  went  en  board  the 
same  evening  at  Jalianahaab,  the  nearest  colony.  The  ship^s 
company  consisted  of  twenty-six  persons,  including  the  crew 
of  a  vessel  stranded  in  the  preceding  year  near  Staatenhuk. 
They  had  on  board  a  cargo  of  700  barrels  of  blubber,  but  no 
peltry,  owing  to  the  number  of  rats  with  winch  the  vessel 
swarmed.  After  lying  a  month  in  this  bay,  blocked  up  by 
the  ice,  the  ship  weighed  anchor,  and  wore  her  way  with 
much  difficulty  to  Dutch  Harbour,  about  two  miles  below 
the  colony.  Here  they  were  again  detained  for  several  weeks 
by  the  southerly  winds,  which  drove  the  ice  constantly  to- 
wards the  shore. 

Intelligence  at  last  arriving  from  Julianahaab,  that  the  sea 
was  free  from  ice  off  Nunarsuk,  the  captain  again  weighed 
anchor,  though  appearances  were  far  fix>m  being  favourable. 
The  wind  was  S.E.  and  very  high ;  it  rained  heavily,  and 
there  was  still  much  ice  in  sight  During  the  whole  night 
they  sailed  continually  between  huge  fields  which  made  a 
roaring  noise ;  and  the  sea  being  rough,  the  vessel  rolled  ex- 
cessively. To  secure  her  in  some  degree  from  the  shocks  to 
which  she  was  exposed,  large  pieces  of  ice  were  festened  to 
her  sides  with  grappling  irons.  In  this  manner  they  forced 
their  way  for  three  days  and  nights  through  the  icy  masses 
which  surrounded  them. 

''  Early  on  the  25th  of  August,*  writes  Ur.  Rudolph  in 
his  jounal»  '*  a  storm  arose  from  the  south-west,  winch  drove 
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Che  ioe-moiuitaiiis  cloae  to  our  ship.  The  scene  was  awful 
and  honrible;  we  expected  momently  that  we  should  be 
crashed  to  pieces.  As  she  drove  with  close-reefed  sails  before 
the  wind  through  a  multitude  o^  smaller  flaws,  she  struck 
upon  a  rocky  from  which,  howeyer,  she  got  off  without  in- 
jury. But  soon  after,  she  ran  her  bows  i^th  such  force 
against  a  large  ice-field,  that  several  planks  started  at  once» 
and  the  water  rushed  rapidly  into  her.  The  captain  immedi- 
ately jumped  into  the  small  boat  with  part  of  the  crew,  and 
having  landed  them  on  a  large  Geld  of  ice»  returned  for  ano^ 
ther  party*  Th^  rest  were  employed  in  unloosing  the  large 
boat,  with  the  intention  of  saving  themselves  in  it;  for  the 
ship  was  filling  fast  with  water,  and  perceptibly  going  down 
on  her  starboard  side,  till,  by  the  time  the  boat  was  hoistfd 
out,  only  the  larboard  gunwale  appeared  above  water.  TiSj^ 
captain  and  all  the  sailors  having  left  the  ship,  my  wife  and  I 
were  left  alone  above  our  knees  in  water,  holding  fast  by  the 
shrouds.  At  last  Captain  Kiar,  of  the  stranded  vessel,  came 
to  our  assistance,  saying,  *  I  cannot  possibly  forsake  these 
good  people.'  By  hb  friendly  aid  we  got  into  the  boat,  and 
had  our  hammock  and  bed  secured.  Several  tons  of  ship- 
biscuit,  and  other  necessaries,  with  all  the  papers  and  letters 
on  board,  were  also  lowered  into  the  boat. 

*'  We  now  left  the  wreck,  being  about  twenty-eight  miles 
distant  from  lichtenau,  and  about  a  league  from  the  neigh- 
bouring headland  of  Nunarsuk.  Our  boat  was  heavily  laden 
with  men  and  baggage,  and  had  already  taken  in  much  water. 
The  sea  broke  over  us  continually,  and  the  steersman  fearing 
that  the  boat  would  sink,  made  for  the  nearest  island.  It 
proved  to  be  a  rough  pointed  and  naked  rock,  deeply  exca- 
vated in  many  places  by  the  dashing  of  the  breakers.  After 
ascending  to  some  height,  however,  we  found  a  small  spot 
covered  with  low  grass.  We  now  endeavoured  to  land  our 
provbions,  but  the  waves  beat  frightfully  against  the  rock, 
and  tossed  the  boat  up  and  down  so  furiously,  that  she  broke 
from  her  moorings,  and  was  hurried  out  to  sea.    Eight  men 
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imnaduilely  pushed  off  in  tlie  imalLboatin  Ibebc^iif  mmm-^ 
Teriag  her.  They  suoceeded  in  overtaking  her^  and  fear,  ef 
them  ingtantly  leaped  on  board,  but  the  fniy  of  the  stonn» 
whioh  wUrled  the  waves  like  smoke  through  the  air^  baffled 
all  their  efforts  to  regain  the  landingrplace ;  they  were  driveo 
to  the  other  side  of  the  island  amongst  heaps  of  ice  and  foam- 
ing breakers,  and  we  now  beheld  with  horror,  both  our  boats 
crashed  to  pieces ;  nor  did  we  entertain  the  least  doubt  that 
all  the  eight  sailors  had  perished,  as  it  appeared  impossible 
that  they  could  get  over  the  ice  to  shore,  while  the  waves  rose 
so  higL  All  our  hopes  now  vanished,  and  the  whole  com* 
pany  gave  themselves  up  to  loud  cries  and  lamentations,  see- 
ing no  other  prospect  than  that  of  miserably  perishing  by 
hunger  on  this  naked  rock.  In  the  evening  we  lay  down  to 
rest,  dose  together,  without  tent  or  covering.  We  were 
wet  through,  and  lay  in  a  pool  of  water ;  for  as  it  rained  hea- 
vily and  incessantly  during  the  whole  of  this  and  the  following 
day  and  night,  the  water  flowed  down  in  toirents  from  the 
summit  of  die  rook* 

**  Aug.  36,  we  saw  three  men  walking  on  the  shore,  op* 
posite  to  the  spot  where  the  boats  had  been  wreoked,  and 
concluded  that  these  were  the  only  surv(T<Nrs  of  the  party. 
They  fixed  the  only  oar  they  had  saved  in  the  ground,  as  a 
signal,  and  tied  a  handkerchief  to  it. 

*'  Aug.  27,  the  captains,  their  mates,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  the  crew,  prepared  to  make  an  attempt  to  gain  the 
shore,  by  walking  across  the  ice.  By  leaping  from  piece  to 
piece,  and  drawing  them  nearer  when  they  were  at  too  great  a 
distance,  with  loather  thongs  and  hooks,  they,  with  the  ut* 
most  difficulty,  accomplished  their  object  We  willingly 
would  have  ventured  along  with  them ;  but  having  fasted  foi» 
two  days,  we  were  conscious  that  we  could  not  bear  the  fa- 
tigues of  such  a  journey*  We  were  now  alone  on  the  rock 
with  the  ship's  cook,  whom  weakness  likewise  prevented  from 
following  his  comrades.  In  this  dreadful  situation,  our  only 
hope  and  trust  was  in  the  Lord,  onr  Almighty  Saviour.  We 
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•ttA  Mlnfiirted  in  belieyii^  tfmt  He  watdies  aver  lus 
ad  tfMit  without  His  wiU»  not  a  hair  of  their  bead  will  fall  to 
the  gronnd.  Whenever  the  sun  shone,  we  emph>yed  onr- 
riflVtM  in  drying  the  few  things  we  had  saved  fr<»n  the  wreok ; 
but  we  were  at  last  so  enfeebled  by  hanger,  that  we  were 
sooreely  able  to  do  even  that,  baring  nothing  to  support  life 
but  fresh  *  water,  eoUeeted  in  tibe  holes  and  crannies  of  the 
rock.  '  All  day  long  we  looked  out  towards  the  opposite 
sViores,  in  ibe  hope  of  descrying  the  Greenlanders  coming  to 
our  restue ;  but  no  Greenland's  came,  and  we  gave  way  to 
the  drtedfbl  supposition,  that  the  ship*s  crew  had  perished  on 
the  road.  The  thoughts  of  ending  our  lives  on  tins  baiten 
iock,  tad  lying  here  unbnried,  to  glut  the  maw  o€  ravens  and 
sea^fowl,  which  were  constantly  hovering  around  ns,  and 
seemed  impatient  for  their  prey,  troubled  us  for  a  short  inter* 
val ;  but  the  consolations  of  our  Saviour  supported  us,  and 
we  soon  felt  entirely  resigned  to  his  will 

'*  At  length,  on  the  2nd  of  September,  Sister  Rudolph 
happening  to  raise  herself  up  from  the  hard  couch  on  which 
Ihey  sought  repose  for  their  emaciated  limbs,  espied  two 
Greenlanders  in  their  kajaks  making  towards  them,  and 
hailing  them.  A  new  life  now  seemed  to  animate  their  limbs ; 
they  climbed  to  the  summit  of  the  rock,  and  shouted  with  all 
tiieir  might  to  make  themselves  heard.  It  appeared  that  ih&m 
Greenlanders,  who,  according  to  promise,  had  been  dis- 
p-atched  by  the  captain  to  bring  them  off,  had  been  roving 
<ibout  the  island  the  whole  day,  and  seeing  no  person  upon 
it,  were  just  about  to  return,  concluding  that  they  were  dead. 
From  them  the  missionaries  received  a  few  herrings  and  some 
seals*  fat,  after  being  without  food  for  nine  days.  But  as 
the  GrreenlanderB  had  no  boat  with  them  besides  their  kajaks, 
they  were  obliged  to  remain  on  the  rock  till  the  evening  of 
the  next  day,  when  a  woman's  boat  arrived  for  them.  On 
the  4di  they  came  to  an  island  where  they  found  the  greater 
part  of  the  ship's  crew,  and  the  party  who  had  been  wrecked 
in  the  two  boats,  with  the  exception  of  one  man.     These 
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lutter  had  sttffered  extreme  hardships,  as  was  etideiitiii  tfaeii 
qipearance ;  far  tfaej  were  quite  emaoiiiled,  and  bnd  large 
red  spots  in  their  eyes. 

**  They  arrived  at  the  cohmy  of  Jolittiahaab;  on  ihe  6th» 
and  after  recruiting  their  streng^,  proceeded  in  a  feir  days 
to  Lichtenauy  where  they  were  received  with  the  most  affisc- 
tionate  welcome,  tnA  with  heartfelt  gmlitBde  to  Grod,  who 
had  so  wondroosly  wroaght  out  their  delivenmce.  Having 
remained  here  till  the  following  May,  they  set  out  in  a  Green- 
land boat  for  lichtenfels,  where  they  arrived,  after  a  peril- 
ous voyage  of  four  hundred  miles  along  the  coast,  in  the  end 
of  June.'' 

A  party  of  Christian  Greenlanders,  having  celebrated 
Christmas  at  the  settlement  of  Lichtenau,  were  returning  to 
one  of  the  out*places,  where  they  resided,  according  to  an 
order  of  government,  intended  to  promote  the  interests  of 
trade.  They  set  out  in  a  skin-boat,  or  umiak,  in  January, 
1813,  when  the  Aennometer  was  twelve  degrees  under 
Reaumer's  freezing  point.  Before  they  had  proceeded  far 
the  floating  ice  encountered  them,  closed  upon  them,  and 
crushed  theur  boat  to  pieces.  The  party  escaped  upon  a 
large  field  of  ice,  and  drove  about  for  foor-and-twentjr  hours, 
when,  during  the  night,  a  violent  storm  arose  from  the  north, 
which  carried  them  out  to  sea.  Here  they  must  have  perished, 
as  nothing  more  was  heard  of  them.  They  were  seventeen 
in  number,  old  and  young. 

A  Greenlander  being  beset  by  the  ice,  and  in  danger  of 
being  crushed  to  death,  was  obliged  to  jump  upon  a  large 
flake,  and  drag  his  kajak  with  a  seal  after  him  for  three  mUes, 
frequently  breaking  in  up  to  the  arm-ints.  Another  time,  a 
woman's  boat  split  in  two ;  but  four  kajaks  instantly  rowed 
up  to  the  spot,  and  lashing  themselves  two  and  two  together, 
conveyed  the  female  party  safe  to  land.  As  a  missionary  was 
going  with  some  Greenlanders  in  an  umiak  to  the  Sounds 
Mfter  they  had  rowed  a  considerable  way,  their  boat  began 
lo  sink,  and  their  danger  was  observed  by  those  on  shore, 
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who  itDinediately  sont  to  apprize  tlii^m  of  iheir  sitiialiuti.  I( 
«!flM>»laF!«iitb  t^  vttniMt  exertipnti  A«t  tbor  rfBWiled.B  tif  ^ 
hadingf.  On  anlaadiog  the  boat.  tbe;<'Atiiiid'ail«rg«M<i« 
4b»4Millov«  irUfili  tke7>  Kired  a^  .asdipatloiiC^guttM  ies. 
A^mdoWWii  on  thai  ]>«ipt^.<K  BevjlKiriflgei' went  ORti.tB 
cateb  aomefidi  fpf  hisiieddHif^uiiMr.  iOb  hMietaim,l)w 
ai>flT8f)ti'bQt  a»he!M»«itfiwGR>inland»ibeen^'«Bt  ufdns 
ki^kj^liud  tjmnrlf  flfit  ,apon<il,  -aid  eomnittiiig'  luau^itn 
tlMk«i«r4f(0Cthe vavefk  ■wavM^mthyi^toaito^bmibaimiir 

iiFour.  of  the  bntiirem  URdHadriilsMHr*«to>iiii'fait«Bbiifi 
(he 4nf ing  ice^  and  ooold.DBitliar  .^t  haekwmi^jtoT^'tttt*' 
wards.  After  a  long  and  wearisome  toilii^:,  they  at  jw|tK 
■ude  the  laad«  bat  tlie  wavea  were  U'lnpatnons  auHb^b- 
terow,  tfant  they  could  aot  gn  on  ilioBe  withoat  bnngilaafaed) 
t»  pieces  agauut  the  looki.  Tbey  onVjr  wished  that  one  aighl 
escape  to  tell  the  fate  of  the  rest.  At  last,  however,  the 
tide  dispersed  the  pieces  of  ice  in  snoh  a  mannw,  that  they 
oeald  proceed  on  their  way,  and  they  arrived  safe  and  well  at 
liohtoafeis.  •' 

Two  Greenlanders,  dispaiebed  with  letters  to  nederics* 
haab,  related  on  their  return,  that  th^  were  (driiged  to  sit 
two  ughts  in  the  kajahs  spon  tiie  ioe,  wbash  at  first  kept  oon- 
tintally  breaking,  till  at  last  they  met  with  a  firm  pieMi- 
Dnring  the  third  night,  they  arrived  at  a  bmne.  Bad  Aey- 
■otmetwiththisasylnm,  they  mnst  have  petishad  with  thirsty 
having  had  no  water  for  two  days  and  nigfatB.  The  swe^ 
oocasbned  by  their  severe  labour,  had  penetrated  tbroogh 
tkeir  clothes,  and  was  instantly  congealed  into  ice  by  tho  ex- ' 
tnme  oold.  Their  kajaks were nmch damaged,  andonepep* 
son  had  his  hand  frozen.  <    i' 

-  As  Petei  Bndbei^,  me  of  the  brethren,  was  crossing  ■ 
pond,  the  frozen  snow  gave  way  under  him,  and  he  fellinto 
the  water.  Having  a  beU  round  his  body,  -his  fiir  coat  ex' 
panding  on  the  snrfiBce,  held  him  np,  till  he  eoold  reach  the;, 
bottiom.  with  his  long  lei^g  staff.  He  then  threw  faimsolfi 
baeL  wards  upon  the  firmicet^ad  snaceedAdHnigaiaitigAhelaiidi) 
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Jotmx,  a  Krdy  child,  aboat  three  years  old,  tost  its  fift 
imder  a  gteat  floe  or  ice,  driven  on  shore,  behind  wbkti 
Some  Gireenlanders  had  seated  themselves  to  bask  in  tbe  siilr. 
Thej  had  all  left  the  ice,  and  the  mother  was  gone  to  fetefa 
her  child  a  draught  of  water,  when  the  heat  of  the  sonbrok^ 
6fr  a  large  piece,  which  crashed  him  to  death. 

In  case  of  family  quarrels  amongst  the  natives,  one  of  the 
parties,  but  more  commonly  the  man,  runs  away  into  the  iH^- 
demess,  and  lives  and  dies  in  voluntary  seclusion  from'  bit^ 
man  society.  Abia^  an  inhabitant  of  Ltchtenfels,  sod* 
denly  disappeared,  in  November  1785,  and  as  bis  empty 
kajak  was  found  some  time  after,  cast  on  the  shore^  the  ge- 
t»eral  belief  was,  that'  he  had  perished  at  sea.  Nearly  tell 
years  afterwards,  a  Greenlander  affirmed,  that  in  a  solitary 
exctkrsiOn  to  catch  eider-fowl,  he  had  seen  the  long-kwf 
Abia,  sitting  on  a  hill,  and  had  conversed  with  him.  He 
told  him  his  name,  and  enquired  after  his  wife  and  chihlnBn, 
adding,  **  that  he  had  withdrawn  firom  the  soeiety  of  men, 
merely  on  his  wife's  account.  The  first  winter  had  passed 
very  heanly,  but  time  rendered  his  solitude  more  bearable, 
and  he  now  felt  perfectly  at  ease.  Having  provid'ed  him^ 
self  largely  with  powder  and  shot,  when  he  went  away,  and 
using  it  sparingly,  he  had  still  a  store  remaining.  He 
thought  much  of  his  children,  and  of  the  Saviour,  and  trusted 
in  his  mercy.  He  had  always  cherished  the  wish  to  speak 
with  one  human  being  and  only  one  before  his  death ;  that 
wish  was  now  satisfied,  and  he  would  never  again  suffer  him- 
self to  be  seen  by  man."*  After  making  this  solemn  decla- 
ration, he  beckoned  the  intruder  to  be  gone.  He  was  co^ 
vered  with  rein-deer  pelts,  coarsely  tied  togetjber,  aad  had 
on  a  cap  of  hare-skios,  his  boots  had  the  appearance  of  be- 
ing netted. 

Minute  and  consbtent  as  this  statement  appears,  the  mis  • 
sionaries  however  express  some  doubt  whether  thia  interview, 
which  rests  on  the  testimony  of  a  single  person,  may  not 
have  been  the  delusive  presentation  of  a  dream.    There  ia 
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An  abortive  project  of  the  3ame  kind,  13  related  in  tbe  $iH7 
^IfiN^w  Wernihnt  far,Jl8(J3,,.  wd  ^  pi^^ttf^  mefit^iio- 
t|9l^  ai  bwig  ^n^gr^a^le  pi^ofof  tl»e^inoerity,andapi^^ 
Iwprt^d  dkppsitipn  o£  t^,  /convertft.  Qne  pf  ^  ^a^T^. <^- 
4von  ft^QP^Kai^eky  ca|)4dd,  lipoid  tbe  misaonariea  to jilPB^^flf^ 
49,h#Mi4  tp  f^bomina^^  iAteptipiii*  He;  stated  tbt^t  flyi^.fM^ 
Goanjt  ^  inai^  qv^fi eU  wbiob  bswl.lf^te  occiiirredin  hif|  fafujibb 
Wd  pf rwUch  he^own^d  .bis  owii  iaaonside^te  l^^ipg^igjl^ 
tp  hate  been  the  cai^,  he  ba4.respiyed  to  fojtaAe  tl^iHf 
nod  e9<aape  into  the  wilderness.  With  this  intention^  he  ^t 
off  in  hifl  kajak,  and  spent  some  nights  in  a  lonely  placp^ : 
^  Bv^**  continued  he»  *'  as  I  wa^  i^ut  to  proceed  to  a  still 
gseater  diAtance,  I  thoughts  oht  how  happy  are  those  peo- 
jHe  whom  the  Lord  himself  reproves  and  chastens  when  they 
are  going  astray  I  Oh !  that  I  were  one  of  them !  As  1 
was  rawing  aloug»  all  at  once  the  sea  seemed  to  assume  a 
most  dreadful  appearance,  and  with  all  my  exertions,  I 
•ottld  not  get  forward.  Mykajak  appeared  to  be  fixed  to 
Ike  bottom,  though  I  was  in  the  deepest  part  of  the  bay.  I 
was  frightened,  turned  about,  and  immediately  rowed  to  the 
shore.  H^e  I  passed  a  sorrowfiil  nightp  and  as  soon  as  it 
was  day,  returned  with  shame  and  repentance  to  my  fiimily. 
Now  1  thank  our  Saviour  most  fervently^  thi^  he  delivered 
me  finom  the  ways  of  destructiim.  Never  meore  will  I  ibl- 
hyw  the  impulse  of  my  own  heart ;  but  he  shall  be  my  Qidgr 
Lord  and  master.'' 

The  natives  lead  outwardly  a  pretty  orderly  life,  and  it 
rarely  oeciin  that  any  thing  unbepoiUBg  is  perceived  in  theif 
atovenatioQ  or  intercourse  witk'eaeh  other.  The  womeii 
are  seUten  guilty  of  inoontinenoey  with  the  exoeptioii  of  young 
widowfi^  and-  those  divorced  firom  Iheir ^hmftMaMb*    Suoli^fiNi- 
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quently  push  their  fortune  by  selling  their  illegitiinalo  oft 
spring  to  the  childless,  or  by  adoptions  into  other  families, 
but  seldom  marry  a  second  time.  Single  persons  of  both 
sexes  have  rarely  any  connection ;  and  a  maid  wcnld  take  it 
as  an  affiront  were  a  young  fellow  to  offer  bar  a  piaoh  of  snuff 
in  company. 

A  man  seldom  thinks  of  marrying  till  he  is  twenty  years 
of  age.  About  this  time  of  life  he  generally  pitches  upon 
a  woman  nearly  of  his  own  age,  and  informs  his  parents  or 
nearest  relations  upon  whom  he  has  fixed  his  choice.  The 
dowry  of  the  bride,  which  consists  in  nothing  more  than  her 
clothes,  knife,  lamp,  and  at  most  a  stone-kettle^  is  not  so 
much  regarded  as  her  cleverness  in  sewing  and  managing 
household  affairs.  She,  on  the  other  hand,  looks  chiefly  to 
his  skill  as  a  hiuiter.  The  parents  are  not  long  about  giv- 
ing their  consent,  for  they  leave  their  children,  and  espe- 
cially their  sons,  free  to  follow  their  own  inclinations  in  every 
thing.  Two  old  women  are  immediately  dispatched  to  ne- 
gociate  matters  with  the  parents  of  the  bride.  They  at  first 
say  nothing  of  the  marriage  contract,  and  speak  highly  in 
praise  of  the  bridegproom  and  his  family.  The  damsel  di- 
rectly falls  into  the  greatest  apparent  consternation,  and 
ruuh  out  of  doors  tearing  her  bunch  of  hair ;  for  single  wo- 
men always  affect  the  utmost  bashfulness  and  aversion  to  any 
proposals  of  marriage,  lest  they  should  lose  their  reputation 
for  modesty,  though  their  destined  husbands  be  previously 
well  assured  of  their  acquiescence.  However  their  reluct- 
ance is  not  always  dissembled,  but  often  really  producf^s 
surprising  effects.  Some  females,  when  a  husband  is  pro- 
posed to  them,  will  fall  into  a  swoon,  elope  to  a  desert  place 
or  cut  off  their  hair,  which  among  Greenlanders  it  esteemed 
a  mark  of  the  deepest  despondency.  In  the  latter  case  they 
are  seldom  troubled  with  fiurther  addresses.  This  horror  of 
matrimony  may  possibly  originate  in  the  frequent  example, 
of  divorced  wives  and  overbearing  concubines. 

During  their  daughter's  bashful   fit,   the   parents   tacitly 
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eiiftii|»1^  #ith  flie  proposal,  without  any  tepress  apinN>Vli^ 
tiM''  Hid  women  then  gb  in  seai^h  of  thc^  refractory  iti«n'(f, 
Mld^  StBg  her  forcibly  into  h^r  stiitiyr's  hx>iM,  ^hefre  she  iiti 
fbi^  j^vtrid  days  qaitb  disotosolati^^  widi  disheTelled  hMk, 
lind  Ti^fiises  nonrishment.  ^Wh^n  friendly  exhortations  ar6 
unavailing,  she  is  compelled  by  force  and  even  bldws  ter#^ 
d6iv6  her  Irasbaiiid.  ShMiKl  she  elojie,  -sh^  is  brought  l^ftck 
and  treated  more  harshly  thaii  before.  ' 

Sdmeparents^  however,  provide  a  settlement  for  fheif 
childrett,  or  betrbth  them  in  childhood/  confirming  the  ood^ 
fi4u^  by  mutual  pledlg^s.  The  parties  then  cohdbit  as  boi^ 
'^  they  please,  without  any  ceremony.  Sometimes  a  itnitiA 
ti^d  man  will  drag  another  wife  home  by  force,  irhomfiK 
finds  alone  or  at  a  dance.  In  the  latter  case  he  must  pr<^ 
nde  himself  with  seconds,  lest  a  scuffle  should  ensue,  which 
however  seldom  happens. 

First  cousins  or  strangers  adopted  into  one  family  and 
educated  together,  seldom  intermarry.  On  the  other  hand 
examples  occur,  though  they  are  rare,  of  a  man  mar- 
rying two  sisters,  or  a  mother  and  her  daughter.  Such 
conduct  draws  down  general  odium  upon  the  parties  con- 
cerned* 

Polgamy  is  not  common  among  them,  as  scarce  one  out 
of  twenty  has  two  wives.  Those  who  marry  several  are 
not  despised,  but  merely  regarded  as  clever  providers; 
and  since  it  is  esteemed  a  disgrace  to  have  no  children; 
and  especially  no  son  to  support  their  declining  age,  such 
childless  persons  as  are  competent  to  maintain  several, 
wilt  seldom  restrict  themselves  to  one.  They  indeed,  in 
such  a  case,  expose  themselves  to  the  criticism  of  their 
n^hbours,  whether  their  motive  was  genuine  zeal  for 
the  welfare  of  their  family,  or  only  a  lascivious  disposition. 
Those  men  who  marry  three  or  four  wives,  or  women  who 
c^iaMt  with  several  husbands,  are  subjected  to  universal 
censure.  Many  women  conceive  a  disgust  for  polygamy^ 
eiipeciali}  since  they  hav^  heard  tint  it;is  prohiUted  ia 
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christian  conntries :  others  encourage  their  husbands  to  tt 
or  else  purchase  the  conjurations  of  an  Angekok  to  ehtiuii 
issue. 

Thehr  connubial  intercourse  is  conducted  with  tolerable 
decorum.  If  any  infidelity  occurs  in  the  wife,  the  injured 
husband  does  not  seek  present  punishment,  but  smothers 
his  resentment,  till  he  has  an  opportunity  of  revenging  him- 
self in  a  similar  way.  The  disagreement  indeed  seldom 
passes  over  without  contumelious  expressions  on  both 
sides,  and  frequently  costs  the  wife  a  black  eye,  which  Ib 
rather  surprising,  as  they  are  not  at  all  quarrelsome  or  ad-> 
dieted  to  blows.  The  marriage  contract  is  not  so  irrevoca- 
ble,  that  the  husband  may  not  divorce  his  wife,  especially 
if  she  has  no  children.  Little  ceremony  is  used  on  the  occa* 
sion.  He  only  ^ves  her  a  sour  look,  marches  out  of  doors 
and  absents  himself  for  a  few  days.  She  immediately 
takes  the  hint,  packs  up  her  effects,  and  withdraws  to  her 
relations,  demeaning  herself  in  ftiture  as  discreetly  as  pos- 
sible, in  order  to  chagrin  him,  and  bring  scandal  upon  his 
conduct. 

Sometimes  a  wife  absconds,  becatise  she  cannot  put  up 
with  the  behaviour  of  her  associates  in  house-keeping. 
This  mostly  arises  from  the  husband's  mother  exercising  an 
undue  superiority,  and  treating  his  wife  as  little  better  than 
her  maid.  It  rarely  happens  that  a  separation  takes  place 
when  they  have  children,  and  especially  sons,  who  are 
their  greatest  treasure,  and  best  security  against  future 
want.  Should  a  divorce  tSke  place,  the  children  always 
follow  their  mother,  and,  even  after  her  decease,  never  can 
be  prevailed  upon  to  assist  their  father  even  in  his  old  age. 
Instances  have  occurred  in  which  either  husband  or  wife, 
and  especially  the  former,  have  fled  into  the  wilderness, 
lived  many  years  in  the  cleft  of  a  rock,  upon  the  uncertain 
produce  of  the  chace,  and  shunned  the  society  of  men  tOI 
death.  No  one  will  venture  alone  near  the  residence  of 
such  a  recluse,  considering  their  lives  in  danger  within  his 
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r^acfli*  Separations  most  frequendy  take  place  bt^tween 
joung  oouples.  who  had  Dot  duly  weighed  the  consequeacett 
of  marriage.  The  older  they  grow,  the  more  lovingly  they 
treat  aach  other. 

.  When  a  man's  only  wife  dies,  be  adorns  his  person^ 
honse^  and  children,  as  well  as  his  means  will  allow.  Par* 
tioniarly  his  kajak  and  darts,  which  are  his  principal  valua- 
bles»  mv6t  be  in  the  best  repair,  in  order  to  attract  the 
notice  of  the  females.  He  however  absents  himself  from  all 
parties  of  pleasure*  and  never  marries  again  before  the  lapse 
of  a  year,  thongh  he  may  have  yonng  children,  and  no  one 
to  care  for  them.  If  he  happens  to  have  a  concubine,  she 
immediately  oecnpies  the  place  of  the  deceased^  after  joii^ 
ing  in  the  lamentation  of  the  surviving  relatives,  and  leading 
the  funeral  dance  ;  her  countenance  suffused  with  a  flood 
of  crocodile  tears,  all  the  while  betraying  her  inward  joy- 
fulness  of  heart.  She  extols  the  virtues  of  the  dead,  caresses 
her  children  more  than  her  own,  and  laments  over  their 
loss;  but  meanwhile  so  artfully  suggests  improvements  in 
the  household  management,  that  a  stranger  has  reason  to 
be  surprised  at  the  insinuating  address  of  this  otherwise 
anpolished  people. 

The  women  are  not  very  prolific.  Their  children  seldom 
exceed  three  or  four  in  number,  and  are  bom,  on  an  average, 
one  every  two  or  three  yeais.  When  told  of  the  fecundity 
of  the  Europeans,  they  compare  them  contemptuously  to 
their  dogs.  Twins,  monstrous  births,  and  miscarriages  are 
very  rare.  In  general  the  mother  goes  on  with  her  usual 
occupations,  till  a  few  hours  before  her  accouchement,  and 
resumes  them  very  soon  after  the  child  is  born.  The  pa- 
rents or  midwife  give  it  a  name,  taken  hoxa  some  animal, 
utensil,  part  of  the  body,  or  deceased  relations.  They  pre- 
fer that  of  its  grand-parents,  whose  memory  they  thereby 
wish  to  perpetuate^  But  if  the  latter  died  or  were  killed 
early  in  life,  they  avoid  all  mention  of  their  names,  in  or- 
der not  to  renew  the  pain  occasioned  by  their  death.    Nay, 


214  PAitRv*8  f^rcoNr)  voyagb 

if  a  child  has  been  caUed  after  a  person,  since  deceased, 
tbey  compaMionately  change  the  name  fcnr  another.  It 
aisp  frequently  happens  that  a  man  gets  so  many  appella- 
tions from  various  ridiculous  or  shameful  occurrences,  that 
he  hardly  knows  which  to  adopt,  being  determined  on  all 
oceanons  to  choose  the  most  honourable. 

Their  fondness  for  their  children  is  great.  The  mother 
earries  them  while  walking,  and  doing  all  sorts  of  work, 
upon  her  back,  and  suckles  them  three  or  four  years,  bay- 
ing no  other  nourishment  delicate  enough  for  an  infant. 
Many  children  die  when  they  are  forced  to  make  room  for 
another  at  the  breast,  being  unable  to  digest  the  coarse  food 
substituted  for  milk.  Should  a  child  be  deprived  of  its  mo- 
ther in  early  infancy,  it  must  inevitably  follow  her  to  the' 
grave. 

Their  children  grow  up  without  any  chastisement  either 
by  words  or  blows.  Indeed  severe  punishment  is  not  so 
neoessaiy  with  their  children,  who  are  very  quiet,  sheepish, 
and  not  at  all  mischievously  inclined.  Besides,  their  dispo- 
sition is  such,  that  in  case  they  cannot  be  prevailed  upon 
to  do  any  thing  by  entreaties  or  ai^^ments,  they  would 
rather  suffer  themselves  to  be  beaten  to  death  than  com- 
pelled to  it.  Whether  this  be  their  natural  temper,  or  the 
effect  of  an  unrestrained  will,  it  is  difficult  to  decide. 

The  interval  between  their  second  and  fifth  year  in  gene- 
ral forms  an  exception  to  the  above  remarks.  They  are 
then  very  restiess,  crying,  scratching,  and  striking  all  that 
come  in  their  way;  but  should  a  mother  suffer  her  patience 
to  be  exhausted  and  strike  her  child,  especially  if  it  be  a 
son,  who  from  his  birth  is  regarded  as  the  future  lord  of  the 
house,  she  would  ensure  her  husband's  resentment.  The 
nearer  their  children  arrive  at  years  of  maturity,  the  more 
quiet  and  tractable  they  become.  Very  little  of  duplicity, 
self-will,  or  other  gross  failings,  is  observable  in  their  con- 
duct They  follow  their  parents  willingly,  because  it  suits 
their  incKnatiens^  imt  expect  kind  trMtment  in  return,  and 
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if  ^Jl^qoured  to  perforin  something  against  theur  wiH^  ann 
swer  calnly,  *'I  will  not  do  it."  Ingratitude  m  groml* 
up  children  towards  their  old  decrepid  parents,  is  soarcdijr 
ever  exemplified  among  them.  Indeed  their  character 
seems  in  most  respects  to  form  an  exact  opposite  to  that 
of  children  bom  in  civilized  countries^  whose  inward  da- 
pravitj  becomes  more  and  more  developed  as  they  advance 
in  years. 

As  soon  as  a  boy  gets  the  full  use  of  his  limbs^  his  father 
puts  a  small  bow  and  arrows  into  his  hands,  and  makes 
him  practise  shootiiig  or  throwing  stones  at  a  mark  on  th» 
sea-shore*  He  also  gives  him  a  knife  to  cut  toys  for 
his  amusement.  When  his  son  is  ten  years  old,  he  fmrr 
nishes  him  with  a  kaiak,  that  he  may  exercise  himself  in 
company  with  other  boys  in  rowing,  recovering  his  position 
when  overset,  and  catching  birds  or  fishes.  In  his  fifteenth 
year  he  must  attend  his  father  to  the  seal  fishery.  Of  the 
£rst  seal  which  he  catches,  an  entertainment  is  given  to  the 
neighbours  and  inmates  of  the  family,  during  which  the 
young  adventurer  relates  how  he  accomplished  his  exploit 
The  guests  express  their  surprise  at  his  dextenty,  and 
praise  the  flesh  as  peculiarly  excellent;  and  the  females 
afterwards  begin  to  choose  a  wife  for  him.  Those  who  are 
unable  to  catch  seals  are  held  in  the  greatest  contempt,  and 
must  live  like  the  women  upon  ulks  which  they  catch  on  tiie 
ice,  muscles,  and  dried  herrings.  Many  instances  occur 
of  those  who  are  absolutely  unable  to  attain  the  art.  When 
a  young  man  is  twenty  years  of  age  be  mubt  be  able  to 
manufacture  his  ovni  kajak  and  fishing  tackles,  pud  to  equip 
himself  with  every  thing  necessary  for  a  @freenlander. 
Some  years  after  he  marries,  but  fixes  his  residence  near 
that  of  his  parents  during  their  life-time,  employing  his  mo- 
ther  as  housekeeper. 

The  girls  do  nothing  till  they  are  fourteen,  but  sing, 
dance  and  romp  about,  except  perhaps  caring  for  a  child» 
or  fetching  water.     They  are  then  employed  in-  sewing^' 
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•ookingy  and  dressing  leather.  When  they  acquire  mfiW 
eient  strength  they  must  learn  to  row  in  a  woman's  boa^ 
and  help  to  boild  houses. 

All  grown-up  women  spend  a  life  of  slavery.  While 
they  remain  with  their  parents  they  are  well  off;  but  from 
twenty  years  of  age  till  death,  their  life  is  one  series  of 
anxieties,  wretchedness,  and  toil.  When  their  father  dies, 
they  inherit  nothing,  and  must  serve  in  other  families,  where 
they  indeed  do  not  lack  a  sufficiency  of  food,  but  are  badly 
off  for  decent  cloathing.  For  want  of  this,  especially  if 
tbey  are  not  handsome,  or  clever  at  their  work,  they  must 
remain  single.  They  never  can  make  choice  ef  a  husband ; 
and  should  any  one  marry  them,  they  live  for  the  first  year, 
especially  if  without  children,  in  continual  dread  of  a  di- 
vorce. If  this  takes  place,  they  must  enter  into  service 
again,  and  are  ofteti  forced  to  barter  thear  chastity  in  ex- 
change for  the  necessaries  of  life.  Even'  if  a  wife  remains 
with  her  husband,  she  must  serve  as  his  mother*s  maid, 
and  often  puts  up  with  a  blow  in  the  face,  besides  perhaps 
being  forced  to  pay  her  court  to  several  other  mistresses. 
When  he  dies  she  has  no  other  jointure  tlian  what  she 
brought  with  her,  and  must  serve  more  submissively  in  ano- 
ther family  on  account  of  her  children,  than  a  single  maid 
who  can  go  away  when  she  pleases.  But  if  a  widow  hap- 
pens to  have  grown-up  sons,  her  situation  is  often  prefer- 
^le  to  that  of  a  married  woman,  because  she  has  their  do- 
mestic concerns  entirely  at  her  disposal.  Very  old  women 
generally  pass  for  witches,  and  sometimes  have  no  objec- 
tion to  this  reputation,  as  it  is  attended  with  present  profit : 
but  most  of  them  come  to  a  lamentable  end,  as,  upon  the 
least  suspicion  of  having  bewitched  some  one,  they  are 
stoned,  precipitated  into  the  ocean,  or  stabbed  and  cut  to 
pieces ;  and  should  they  even  escape  this  suspicion,  if  they 
become  burdensome,  they  are  often  either  buried  alive,  or 
ipelled   to   throw  themselves  into  the  sea.     The   pre- 
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leaded  motive  of  their  relatives  for  such  glaring  impiety  is 
compassion,  but  their  real  one  is  avarice. 

In  spite  of  all  their  cares,  toils,  and  vexation,  the  women 
commonljr  arrive  at  a  greater  age  than  the  men,  who,  hj 
spending  most  of  their  time  at  sea,  in  snow  and  rain,  in  the 
severest  winter,  as  well  as  during  the  heat  of  the  summer, 
and  by  alternate  fasting  and  gluttony,  as  they  generally 
pine  themselves  during  the  day,  but  gormandize  so  much 
the  more  at  night,  they  are  so  debilitated  that  they  seldom 
attain  the  age  of  fifty.  Besides,  as  many  perish  in  the  waves^ 
the  population  of  Greenland  contains  a  greater  proportion  ol 
females.  The  women  frequently  live  eighty  years  and  up- 
wards. At  this  age,  those  among  them  who  are  not  condemned 
for  witchcraft  uniformly  become  instruments  of  mischief, 
betaking  themselves  to  lying,  slandering,  or  match-making, 
to  gain  a  livelihood;  and  above  all,  instil  their  ridiculous 
superstitions  into  the  minds  of  young  persons,  thereby  pre* 
venting  them  from  a  rational  inquiry  into  the  truths  of  Chri»- 
tiamty. 

The  method  the  Greenlanders  make  use  of  in  dressing 
leather  for  their  clothes,  boots,  and  shoes,  which  is  the  chief 
employment  of  the  women,  is  briefly  as  follows.  For  their 
hairy  seal-skin  dress,  they  scrape  the  skin  thin,  soak  it 
twenty-four  hours  in  the  urine  tub  to  extract  the  oil,  and 
then  stretch  it  with  pegs  on  the  grass  to  dry.  In  the  subse- 
quent operation  of  dressing,  it  is  sprinkled  with  urine, 
smoothed  with  pumice  stone,  and  softened  by  friction  be- 
tween the  hands.  The  sole-leather  is  steeped  several  days 
in  the  urine- tub.  They  then  scrape  off  the  loosened  hair  with 
a  knife  or  pull  it  out  with  their  teeth,  and  lay  the  skin  to  dry. 
The  leather  called  erisek,  of  which  they  manufacture  the 
legs  of  boots»  and  the  upper  leather  of  shoes,  is  prepared 
nearly  in  the  same  way  as  the  kapitek,  but  is  sensed  thin* 
ner.  Of  this  they  also  make  the  great  coats,  wliich  the 
men  draw  over  their  usual  dress  when  they  go  a  fishing.  It 
is  indeed  soon  soaked  through  and  through  by  the  salt-wmttr 
P.  V.  10.  F  P 
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and  rain,  bnt  k«eps  the  ander-dress  dry,  and  is  oftan  ^wom 
by  European  sailors.  The  smooth  black  skins  (errgak) 
worn  on  shore,  besides  undergoing  the  aboTementioned  pre- 
paration, reeerre  an  additional  rubbing,  which  renders  thmn 
more  pliable,  but  at  the  same  time  unfit  to  keep  oat  wnler 
or  for  tiie  manu&cture  of  shoes  and  boots. 

To  cover  their  boats,  they  choose  the  strongest  and  tidck- 
est  seal-skins.  They  leave  a  quantity  of  blubber  on  the  in- 
side, roll  them  up,  and  either  sit  upon  them  several  weeks* 
or  lay  them  under  scmie  grass  in  the  sun,  till  the  bair  be- 
comes quite  loose.  Then  after  being  softened  by  lying  a 
few  days  in  the  salt-water,  they  are  found  ready  ftr  covering 
women's  boats  and  kajaks.  In  doing  (his  they  draw  die 
borders  of  the  skin  together  with  their  teeth,  and  tlien  sew 
them  up,  afterwards  daubing  the  seams  widiold  seal's  blub- 
ber  instead  of  pitch,  to  prevent  their  leaking.  Great  cau- 
ti<m  must  be  used  not  to  injure  the  surfiu^  of  the  leatber,  be* 
cause  if  this  is  in  tibe  least  damaged,  the  salt  water  soon 
corrodes  it  into  holes.  Pieces  of  waste  leather  they  scrape 
thin,  and  lay  them  on  the  snow,  or  hang  them  up  to  bleach, 
sometimes  coloring  them  with  fir-bark,  which  they  strqp  off 
branches  driven  near  the  shore  by  the  waves.  This  opera- 
tion is  perfonned  with  the  teeth.  The  skins  of  birds  are  first 
detached  from  the  head,  and  then  drawn  over  the  body.  Af- 
ter scraping  off  the  fat  with  a  muscle  shell,  they  hand  them 
about  by  way  ofa  collation  to  guests  of  respectability,  to  chew 
between  meals.  They  are  afterwards  soaked  in  the  urine- tab* 
dried  and  eaten.  The  skin  on  the  backs  of  sea-fowl  is  ma- 
nufactured into  a  thin»  light  under-dress,  and  that  which  co- 
vers their  bellies  into  warm  winter  clothing.  Of  the  skin  of 
the  neck,  they  make  fine  dresses  for  extraordinary  occasion^ 
tumnig  the  feathers  outside. 

Hw  different  oflBces  of  husband  and  wife  are  far  jnora 

elearly  distinguished  among  them,  than  among  Eun4>eaBs. 

Each  knows  his  own  business,  and  never  intwrferes  in  the 

otiiMS  affiurs.    The  man  makes  his  bunting  and  fishing  jm* 

jDjsygionts,  and  the  frame  work  of  the  boats,  and  his 
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oovtit  ihem  with  leather.  He  himti  and  fishai^  b«t  ha^g 
broii|{ht  his  booty  to  land,  troubles  himself  no  farther  about 
it ;  for  it  would  be  a  stigma  on  his  character,  if  he  so  much 
as  drew  a  seal  out  of  the  water.  The  women  perform  the 
offioes  of  butchers^  cooks,,  tanners,  sempstresses,  masons, 
and  shoe-makers,  furnished  only  with  a  crooked  knife  in  the 
shape  of  a  orescent,  sereral  large  and  small  needles,  a  thim* 
ble,  and  their  own  teeth,  with  which  they  stretch  the  lea- 
ther in  tanning  or  currying.  With  the  exception  of  the 
woodwork,  they  build  the  houses  and  tents,  and  though  they 
have  to  carry  stones,  almost  heavy  enough  to  break  their 
backs,  the  men  look  on  with  the  greatest  insensibility,  not 
slirrii^  a  iinger  to  assist  them.  As  some  compensation  for 
these  toils,  they  have  the  entire  management  of  the  produce 
of  the  chase,  excepting  the  blubber,  which  is  sold  by  the  bus- 
band  ;  and  in  the  absence  of  the  latter  they  may  feast  with- 
out restraint.  When  all  their  proTision  is  consumed,  they 
will  fast  quite  patiently,  or  eat  the  remnants  of  old  shoes, 
and  only  the  necessities  of  their  children  seem  to  afflict  them. 

When  a  married  pair  have  no  grown-up  children,  they 
frequently  adopt  one  or  more  orphan  boys  and  girls,  or  a  wi- 
dow, to  assist  in  hunting  or  housekeeping,  and  to  supply 
the  future  wants  of  the  family.  Though  used  as  servants, 
they  sufier  no  compulsion.  The  boy  is  regarded  as  the  fu- 
ture master  of  the  house,  and  the  girl  is  left  to  her  own  op« 
tion  either  to  stay  in  the  family,  or  to  seek  another  situation. 
A  master  never  infiicts  blows  upon  bis  servant,  and  to  strike 
a  maid  would  be  deemed  a  great  reproach. 

In  the  dirtiness  and  disorder  of  their  housekeeping,  the 
Greenlanders,  at  first  sight,  seem  to  resemble  a  society 
of  gypsies.  It  is  almost  sickening  to  view  their  hands  and 
faces  smeared  with  grease,  their  food  cooked  and  eaten  so 
disgustingly,  and  their  filthy  clothes  swarming  with  vermin. 
Yet  an  attentive  observer  will  perceive  an  appearance  of  or- 
Asv  and  good  management  in  some  branches  of  their  domes- 
tie  #eoiiemy,  whtcfa  though  it  may  not  counterbalance  their 
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uneleanlineaB,  conld  scarcely  be  surpaased  by  Europeans  m 
their  cironmstanoes ;  and  their  habitations,  with  all  their  fil- 
thiness,  have  often  afforded  foreigners  a  welcome  refuge 
from  the  fury  of  the  tempest.  Ten  families  frequently  live 
in  a  house  not  much  above  ten  fatiboms  long,  and  two  broad* 
yet  their  confined  dwellings  and  scanty  furniture,  are  always 
in  good  order.  As  to  the  hunting  and  fishing  accoutre- 
ments, the  man  is  always  repairing  or  improving  them. 

Such  articles  of  dress  as  are  not  in  daily  use  they  lay  by 
in  leathern  "sacks,  shaped  nearly  like  a  chest,  and  neatly 
embroidered  with  various  devices.  Their  water  vessels  are 
made  partly  of  wood,  ornamented  with  bone,  partly  of  cop- 
per ;  and  are  kept  so  clean  that  an  European  would  feel  no 
disgust  at  drinking  out  of  them,  were  the  water  not  fetched 
in  foetid  leathern  buckets.  Greenlanders  are  seldom  seen 
easing  themselves.  They  choose  a  sequestered  spot,  and 
are  so  delicate  in  this  point  that  they  will  not  eat  any  vege- 
tables, not  even  the  valuable  scurvy  grass,  because  they 
grow  most  abundantly  in  places  frequented  for  this  purpose. 
Their  quiet,  sociable  disposition,  is  highly  praiseworthy. 
There  is  less  noise  and  confusion  in  a  Greenland  house  in- 
habited by  ten  couples,  with  numerous  children  of  different 
ages,  than  in  a  single  European  one,  where  only  two  rela- 
tions reside  with  their  families.  When  a  Greenlander  con- 
siders himself  injured  by  his  neighbour,  he  retires  without 
any  reprisals  into  another  house.  They  assist  each  other 
^^illiugly,  and  in  some  respects  live  in  common,  without  any 
one  becoming  dependant  or  idle.  Whoever  returns  in  the 
evening  after  a  successful  fishing  excursion,  especially  if  it 
be  in  winter,  when  seals  are  scarce  and  difficult  to  catch, 
shares  his  provision  with  all  the  poor  widows  in  the  house» 
besides  inviting  several  neighbours  to  his  table.  But  no 
one,  be  he  ever  so  poor  and  hungry,  will  beg  for  any  thing  to 
eat  Indeed  the  prevailing  hospitality  both  towards  friends 
and  strangers,  makes  it  perfectly  needless,  and  is  the  more 
oeceisary  and  laudable,  as  they  may  sometimes  soow  tke 
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htkjUf  tot  a  circuit  of  seyeral  miles,  irfthont  meeting  irilh  m 
nBgle  seal. 

Their  deportment  in  the  social  mterconrse  of  eyerj-dqr 
life  is  discreet,  cautious,  friendly,  mannerly  and  modest. 
They  are,  however,  perfect  strangers  to  false  shame,  jea- 
lous reserve,  or  affectation,  though  they  have  the  art  of  dis- 
sembling their  wishes  and  inclinations.  Their  concern  is 
notto  shine  among  their  equals,  but  to  avoid  rendering  them- 
selves ridiculous,  and  tarnishing  their  good  name.  If  true 
politeness  may  be  allowed  to  exist  without  artificial  phrases, 
unmeaning  compliments,  and  strange  or  ridiculous  gri- 
maces, the  Greenlanders  are  a  polite  people.  Salutations 
and  marks  of  respect  are  indeed  incomprehensible  to  them. 
They  laugh  to  see  an  European  standing  bare-headed  be- 
fore his  superior,  or  a  servant  submitting  to  ill-usage  from 
his  master.  The  children  and  domestics,  however,  show 
due  reverence  to  age,  and  all  behave  respectfully  to  one  ano* 
ther. 

In  company  they  are  loquacious,  and  fond  of  ironical  re- 
marks. A  satirical  manner  is  more  effectual  in  debating  with 
them,  than  the  most  solid  arguments  or  remonstrances,  de- 
livered in  a  grave;  austere  tone.  If  they  are  hard  pressed 
in  a  dispute,  they  become  head-strong  and  obstinate.  They 
are  anxious  to  please,  or  rather  not  to  displease  each  other, 
and  carefully  avoid  whatever  might  excite  uneasiness.  This 
principle  seems  to  run  through  all  their  actions.  No  one 
interrupts  another  in  the  course  of  conversation ;  nor  do  they 
willingly  contradict  each  other,  much  less  give  way  to  cla- 
morous brawling.  If  an  affront  is  offered,  the  injured  party 
does  not  attempt  to  retaliate  either  by  violence  or  abusive 
language ;  their  differences  therefore  seldom  proceed  to  open 
quarrels,  and  their  language  does  not  'furnish  one  single 
word  expressive  of  abuse  or  execration.  Thej  laugh  at 
what  they  think  laughable,  but  most  heartily  when  an  Euro- 
pean is  the  subject ;  yet  their  mirth  is  not  rude  or  noisy. 
They  are  not  ashamed  of  things  which  are  not  in  themselves 
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lunalonii  and  indecent,  nor  will  they  bear  to  be  reptiouHided 
for  them.  They  are  however  so  complaisant  as  to  fiorbear 
these  rudenesses  in  tfie  presence  of  Emropeani,  as  soon  as 
they  imderstand  tfiat  their  company  will  otherwise  be  disa* 
greeabte. 

In  iheir  Yisits,  they  carry  with  them  a  small  present  of 
eatables  or  peltry.  If  they  are  respectable  and  agreeable 
gnestsy  they  are  welcomed  with  singing.  All  hands  are 
employed  in  drawing  on  shore  and  unloading  their  boats,  and 
every  one  is  eager  to  have  the  guests  in  his  own  house. 
They  meanwhile  are  silent,  and  wait  till  the  invitations  are 
repeated.  On  their  entrance,  the  upper  garments  are  taken 
off  and  laid  upon  the  rack  to  dry.  They  are  then  accommo- 
dated with  dry  clothes  and  a  soft  skin  for  a  cushion.  The 
most  honourable  seat  is  the  bench,  which  the  Europeans  ge- 
nerally decline.  The  men  and  women  sit  separate.  The 
men  converse  very  gravely  on  the  subject  of  the  weather  and 
hunting;  the  women,  after  howling  in  concert  for  their  de- 
ceased relatives,  amuse  themselves  with  stories.  The  snuff- 
horn,  which  is  made  of  the  antlers  of  the  deer,  elegantly 
mounted  with  tin  or  copper,  is  liberally  handed  round  the 
circle ;  and  they  snuff  up  the  contents  with  their  nostrils, 
without  any  intermediate  conveyance. 

The  entertainment  is  in  the  mean  time  laid  out,  to  which 
the  whole  family,  and  occasionally  some  neighbours,  are  in- 
vited. The  visitors  seem  to  be  vastly  indifferent  about  what 
passes,  and  require  much  pressing  to  begin,  lest  they  should 
appear  poor  or  greedy.  Three  or  four  dishes  are  the  cus- 
tomary compliment,-  but  a  large  feast  consists  of  more.  A 
merchant,  at  a  banquet  to  which  he  was  invited,  with  seve- 
ral respectable  Greenlanders,  counted  the  following  dishes ; 
dried  herrings;  dried  seal's  flesh;  the  same  boiled;  half 
raw  or  putrid  seal's  flesh  called  mikiak ;  boiled  awks ;  part 
of  a  whale's  tail  in  a  half  putrid  state,  which  was  considered 
as  the  principal  dbh ;  dried  salmon ;  dried  rein-deer  venir 
son ;  preserves  of  crowberries,  mixed  with  the  chyle  frea» 
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Um  insw  of  the  rein-deer ;  and  lastly,  the  lame  enriolied  with 
train-oiL 

The  table-talk  is  kept  up  for  seyeral  hours  without  any 
other  topic  than  the  seal-hunt  Their  stories  are  indeed 
snffidently  lengthy,  but  they  are  told  with  such  animation, 
thai  the  hearers  feel  no  inclination  to  yawn.  If  the  harpoon- 
ing of  a  seal  for  instance  is  described,  they  partionlariae  time 
and  place  with  the  utmost  minuteness,  point  out  every  move- 
ment made  by  themselves  or  the  seal,  imitate  with  the  left 
band  ail  the  windings  and  doublings  of  the  animal,  and  with 
the  right  the  motions  of  their  kajak,  their  manner  of  holding 
t)ie  dart,  taking  aim,  and  finally  piercing  their  mark ;  and 
alt  this  with  such  truth  and  nature,  that  it  is  impossible  to 
withhold  admiration.  The  children,  who  derive  the  chief 
profit  from  these  narrations,  listen  with  deep  attention ;  bnt 
they  say  nothing,  except  in  reply  to  a  question,  and  then 
tlieir  answer  is  short  and  modest. 

If  Europeans  are  in  company,  their  accounts  of  their  own 
country  are  received  with  pleasure.  Relations  of  this  kind, 
however,  to  be  intelligible  to  them,  must  be  illustrated  by 
comparisons.  For  example:  **  A  city  or  country  has  so 
many  inhabitants,  that  such  a  certain  number  of  whales  will 
scarcely  supply  them  with  food  for  a  day.  They  eat  no  whales 
in  that  country,  but  bread,  which  grows  out  of  the  ground 
like  grass,  and  the  flesh  of  animals  which  have  horns ;  and 
they  are  carried  about  upon  the  backs  of  great  and  strong 
beasts,  or  drawn  upon  a  wooden  frame.** 

The  auditors  now  call  bread,  grass;  oxen,  rein-deer;  and 
horses,  great  dogs.  They  wonder  at  every  tlnng,  and  ex- 
press a  desire  to  dwell  in  so  fine  and  fertile  a  country;  but 
this  inclination  vamshes  when  they  are  told  that  thunder  is 
frequent,  and  no  seals  are  found  there.  They  likewise  listen 
with  willingness  to  discourse  about  God  and  religion  as  long 
as  no  application  is  made  to  themselves,  and  their  supersti- 
tious fables  and  customs  allowed  to  pass  uncensured. 

When  the  feast  is  concluded,  the  strangers  are  hospitably 
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directed  to  t  sleeping  place  apart,  and  supplied  with  sew 
pelts  r  but  they  sit  up  out  of  politenessi  till  the  master  of  the 
hovse^has  retired  to  rest. 

Their  trading  negociations  are  very  pimply  and  concisely 
oonducted.  They  make  mutual  exchanges  with  each  other 
for  what  they  need ;  and  as  they  have  a  childish  fondness  for 
novelty  and  variety,  this  bartering  is  carried  on  in  some  easel 
to  an  indefinite  extent,  and  to  the  no  small  detriment  of 
their  domestic  economy.  The  most  useful  article  is  bartered 
for  a  worthless  trifle  which  chances  to  strike  their  eye,  and 
a  valuable  bargain  is  rejected,  if  the  offered  commodity  does 
not  exactly  please  them. 

They  have  no  disposiChinw  to  ovBT^eacb  each  other,  still 
less  to  steal,  which  is  considered  as  excessively  disgraceful ; 
but  if  they  can  contrive  to  cheat  or  rob  an  European,  they 
boast  of  it,  and  plume  themselves  on  their  superior  cunning. 

Their  commerce  is  partly  amongst  themselves,  and  partly 
witb/actors  and  sailors.  Amongst  themselves  they  hold  a 
kind  of  fair.  Every  large  concourse  of  Greenlanders,  at  a 
dance,  or  the  winter  festival  of  the  sun,  is  frequented  by 
persons  who  expose  their  wares  to  view,  and  make  known 
what  commodities  they  want  in  exchange.  Any  one  disposed 
to  purchase,  brings  the  goods  in  request,  and  the  bargain  is 
complete.  The  principal  trade  is  in  vessels  of  Weichstein^ 
which  is  not  to  be  met  with  in  every  place.  And  since  the 
Southlanders  have  no  whales,  while  the  inhabitants  of  the 
north  coast  are  in  want  of  wood,  numerous  companies  of 
Greenlanders  make  every  summer  a  voyage  of  from  five 
hundred  to  one  thousand  miles  out  of  the  south,  or  even  from 
the  east  coast,  to  Disko,  in  new  kajaks  and  large  boats. 
They  barter  their  lading  of  wood  for  the  horns  of  the  narwhal, 
teeth,  bones,  and  the  sinews  of  the  whale,  whiob  they  in 
part  sell  again  during  their  return  homeward. 

They  are  so  habituated  to  these  migrations,  which  are 
well  suited  to  the  love  of  change,  that  if  the  motive  of  com- 
BMTce  were  wanting,  they  could  not  bear  to  remain  in  ono 
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plftoe.  Tbey  take  with  them  their  whole  family  and  tab* 
ftance,  as  several  years  elapse  before  their  return.  When 
arrested  in  their  course  by  winter,  they  repair,  if  posiible, 
to 'tile  neighbourhood  of  a  colony^  build  a  house,  and  arrange 
plans  for  their  liyelihood. '  The  land  and  sea  are  opto  to 
them,  and  as  some  of  tiiese  roving  fiunilies  occasionally  fet- 
tle along  the  coast,  they  every  where  find  useful  friends  and 
acquaintances. 

To  Ae  factors,  the  Greenlanders  carry  fox  and  seal-skins, 
but  particularly  blubber,  for  the  sake  of  which,  the  traffic 
was  probably  set  on  foot.     In  exchange  they  receive  no  mo- 
ney; that  is  of  no  value  whatever  amongst  them,  and  it  is 
quite  indifferent  whether  they  have  a  piece  of  gold  or  a 
penny,  glass  beads  or  diamonds  hanging  round  their  neclu 
f  hey  esteem  things  of  this  kind  merely  because  they  shine, 
and  instances  are  known  of  their  giving  a  gpinea  or  a  Spa- 
nish dollar,  stolen  from  seamen,  for  a  few  ounces  of  gun- 
powder or  a  bit  of  tobacco.  Iron  is  in  far  more  request,  for  they 
find  it  useful.    Tbey  receive  therefore  from  the  factors  ao* 
cording  to  a  fixed  price,  iron  beads  for  their  darts,  knives, 
saws,  chisels,  and  needles;  also  striped  linen  and  cotton, 
kersey-stuffs,  woollen   stockings   and   caps,   handkerchiefs, 
boards,  boxes,  wooden  and  pewter  plates,  and  copper  ket- 
tles;   with  looking-glasses,    combs,    ribbons,   and   various 
trinkets  for  the  children.     Fowling-pieces  and  ammunition 
are  eagerly  purchased,  though  they  in  general  are  a  source 
of  detriment  rather  than  profit,  to  their  domestic  affairs. 
Tobacco,  which  they  use  only  in  snufT,  is  their  small  coin. 
They  expect  a  piece  of  tobacco  for  every  service:  with  this 
drug  they  pay  their  shoemakers  and  tailors;   they  proffer, 
for  a  small  quantity  of  it,  a  handful  of  eider-down,  a  parcel 
of  oggs,  birds,  a  plate  of  fish,  and  the  like;   and  for  this 
many  a  poor,  miserable  spendthrift  barters  the  clothes  from 
his  back,  and  starves  with  his^  children,  rather  than  part 
with  this  luxury;  this  article  in  fine^  Kke  -spirituous  liquois 
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•aong  otter  nations^  b  a  fertile  foaroa  of  indigence  and 

The  dancing  anembHefl  and  tbe  feast  of  tbe  sun,  are  not 
foiigious  ceremoniefl,  as  amongst  other  heathens,  bnt  soldy 
for  dirennott.  The  Greenhnders  celebrate  the  son  feast  at 
die  winter  solstice  on  the  S2d  of  December,  as  a  rejoicing 
fbr  die  re  tnm  of  the  snn  and  good  weather  for  hunting.,  They 
crowd  together  to  it  in  large  parties  from  the  whole  country, 
entertain  each  other  with  their  bestlcheer,  and  when  they 
have  eaten  to  satiety,  for  intoxication  b  impossible,  the  only 
bererage  being  water,  they  rise  up  to  qnnrt  and  dance. 

Their  only  musical  instrument  is  the  drum,  which  con- 
rists  of  a  hoop  of  wood  or  whalebone  two  fingers  broad,  of 
a  rather  oral  fcurm,  a  foot  and  a  half  in  diameter,  covered 
on  one  side  only  with  a  fine  skin,  or  the  integument  of  a 
irimle's  tongue,  and  furnished  with  a  small  handle.  The 
performer  holds  it  in  the  left  hand,  and  strikes  it  with  a  small 
stick  on  the  under  surface,  leaping  up  at  each  stroke,  though 
he  does  not  change  his  ground.  This  is  accompanied  with 
many  wonderful  motions  of  the  head  and  whole  body,  and 
performed  in  common  musical  time,  so  that  two  strokes  fall 
in  every  crotchet.  He  sings  of  the  seal-hunt  and  their  ex- 
ploits in  the  chace,  chants  the  deeds  of  their  ancestors,  and 
testifies  his  joy  for  the  retrogression  of  the  son.  The  spec- 
tators do  not  sit  in  silence,  but  accompany  each  verse  of  his 
song  with  a  reiterated  chorus  of  amna  ajah,  ajah-ah-ah !  so 
that  the  first  bar  falls  a  fourth,  and  the  next  is  begun  a  note 
higher  and  so  on.  The  musician  sings  four  cantos  in  every 
act;  the  two  first  commonly  consist  of  the  constant  theme 
amna  ajah;  the  others  are  a  recitative,  where  a  short  stro- 
phe without  rhyme  alternates  with  the  choms  of  amna  ajah. 
Taken  together  it  forms  a  complete  cantata,  as  thus : 
The  welcome  sun  returns  again. 

Amna  qah,  igah,  ahrhu ! 
And  hnigs  us  weather  fine  and  fiur* 
Amna  ajah,  lyaW^ab-hn! 
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.  IHm  ^iMf^  well  knows  how  to  express  the  differeiit  fm 
rions  by  the  soft  or  animated  notes  of  the  dmm  and  die 
motions  of  Us  body,  which  is  naked  down  to  the  hips.  An 
not  lasts  a  full  qnarter  of  an  hour.  When  one  performer 
is:  tired  and  bathed  in  perspiration^  another  steps  into  the 
oicele.  This  they  prolong  the  whole  night  throngh»  and 
-after  sleq>ing  the  next  day  and  again  gorging  their  ato- 
maohsy  they  renew  the  sports  in  the  evening.  These  revels 
are  hcjpt  up  for  several  nig^ts»  till  all  their  provisions  are 
oonsnmedt  or  till  they  become  too  exhausted  to  articulate 
any  longer*  He  who  can  make  the  drollest  ccwtsartions  of 
his  body  passes  for  tiie  master*singer. 

They  likewise  play  at  ball  by  moonlight.  In  this  game, 
they  separate  into  two  parties.  The  ball  b  thrown  firom 
one  to  another  of  the  same  side,  who  endeavour  to  keep  it 
to  themselves,  while  it  is  the  aim  of  the  other  party  to  wrest 
it  from  them.  They  also  set  up  a  goaU  and  exercise  their 
agility  at  foot-ball. 

They  have  several  ways  of  trying  their  strength.  Two 
competitors,  for  instance,  strike  each  other  with  the  fist  on 
the  naked  back,  and  he  who  holds  out  longest  is  declared 
conqueror.  The  successful  champion  swaggers  about, 
challenging  others  to  the  contest,  till  he  likewise  is  drubbed 
to  satiety.  Again,  they  sit  down  and  link  their  legs  and 
arms  together,  and  he  that  can  out-pull  the  other  is  victor. 
Or  they  vary  this  contest,  by  hooking  together  their  fingers» 
and  then  pulling.  Sometimes  they  tie  a  cord  to  the  beam  of  a 
house,  suspend  themselves  to  it  by  foot  and  arm,  and  throw 
themselves  into  many  artful  postures  like  rope-dancers. 

Young  people  are  fond  of  turning  round  a  board  upon  an 
a:de,  with  an  index  fixed  to  it,  something  like  an  £0  taUe^ 
and  he  to  whom  the  finger  points,  when  its  rotatory  motioii  ' 
has  ceased,  wins  the  stake. 

The  children,  and  especially  the  girls,  amuse  themselves 
by  joining  hands,  forming  a  ring,  and  striking  up  a  skip- 
pmg  danee,   accompanying  it  with   their   voices.     Suek. 
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dancing-meetiDgs  are  also  held  at  other  seasons  of  tfaii  year^ 
when  their  store-houses  are  full,  and  little  oan  be  done 
at  sea. 

The  most  lemarkable   circumstance  is,  that  thiey  even 
decide  their  quarrels  by  a  match  of  singing  and  dancing, 
which    they  call    the   singing-combat.     If  a  Greenlander 
thinks  himself  aggrioTod  by  another,  he  discoYers  no  symp- 
toms of  revengeful  designs,  anger,  or  vexation,  but  he  com* 
poses  a  satirical  poem,  which  he  recites  with  onging  and 
dancing,  in  the  presence  of  his  domestics,  and  particularly 
the  female  part  of  his  family,  till  they  know  it  by  rote.    He 
then  in  the  face  of  the  whole  country  challenges  his  antago- 
nist to  a  satirical  dueL    The  latter  appears  at  the  appointed 
place,  and  both  parties  enter  the  lists.     The  complainant 
begins  to  sing  his  satire,  dancing  to  the  beat  of  the  drum, 
and  cheered  by  the  echoing  Amna  ajah  of  his  partisans,  who 
join  in  every  line,  while  he  repeats  so  many  ludicrous  stories 
of  which  his  adversary  is  the  subject,  that  the  auditors  can- 
not forbear  laughing.  When  he  has  finished,  the  respondent 
steps  forth,  and  retorts  the  accusation,  amidst  the  plaudits 
of  his  party,  by  a  similar  string  of  lampoons.    The  accuser 
renews  the  assault,  and  is  again  rebufied ;  and  this  conti- 
nues till  one  of  the  competitors  is  weary.    He  who  has  the 
last  word  wins  the  trial,  and  obtains  thenceforward  a  repu- 
table name.    An  opportunity  is  here  offered  of  telling  very 
plain  and  cutting  truths,  but  there  must  be  no  mixture  of 
rudeness  or  passion.    The  assembled  spectators  decide  the 
victory,  and  the  parties  in  future  are  the  best  of  friends. 

This  contest  is  seldom  attended  with  any  disorderly  con- 
duct, except  that  a  man  who  is  well  seconded  sometimes 
carries  off  a  woman  whom  he  wishes  to  marry.  It  serves  a 
higher  purpose  than  mere  diversion.  It  is  an  opportunity 
for  putting  immorality  to  the  blush,  and  cherishing  virtuous 
principles;  for  reminding  debtors  of  the  duty  of  repayment; 
for  branding  falsehood  and   detraction  with   infiuny;    for 
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fmaiMng  fraud  and  injastice ;  and,  most  of  al^  for  ovtr* 
whelming  adultery  with  its  merited  contempt  Nothing  so 
effectnally  restrains  a  Greenlander  from  vice,  as  the  dread 
of  public  disgrace.  And  this  pleasant  way  of  revenge  even 
prevents  many  from  wreaking  their  malice  in  acts  of  vio- 
lence or  bloodshed.  Still  it  is  easy  to  see  that  the  whole  af- 
fair depends  upon  volubility  of  tongue ;  and  tne  most  cele- 
brated satirists  and  moral  philosophers  of  the  Greenlanders, 
are  generally  the  most  profligate  in  their  lives. 

The   drum-dances  of  the  Greenlanders  are  their  Olym- 
pic games,   their  areopagus,  their  rostrum,   their  theatre, 
their  fair,  and  their  forum.    Here  they  cite  each  other  to 
appear  and  decide  their  diflerences,  without  risking  their 
lives  in  the  duel,  or  wounding  each  other's  honour  by  the 
envenomed  pen.  We  cannot  blame  their  method  of  dbgrae- 
ing  malevolence,  punishing  guilt,  and  obtaining  redress  of 
wrongs,  as  long  as  they  are  savages  without  religion,  and 
destitute  of  the  very  shadow  of  civil  polity.    They  Jive  as 
we  may  suppose  the  immediate  descendants  of  Noah  to  have 
lived,  before  they  learned  to  envy  their  fellow-mortals,  and 
to  rob  each  other  of  honour,  property,  freedom,  and  life. 
A  father  governs  his  family  to  the  best  of  his  ability,  has  no 
command  beyond  it,  nor  will  he  submit  to  the  authority  of 
any  one.    Thus  also  several  families  living  together  in  the 
same  house,  do  not  in  any  way  interfere  with  each  other. 
They  merely  agree  to  repair  the  house  in  common,  and  to 
move  in  and  out  together,  as  many  lamps  are  requisite  to 
heat  it  properly.    The  men  however  generally  defer  to  the 
superior  wisdom  of  some  senior  father  of  a  family,  who  is 
best  skilled  in  the  appearances  of  the  weather,  and  in  seal 
catching.     He  occupies  the  north  end  of  the  house,  and 
watches  over  its  good  ordor  and  cleanliness.    If  any  one  re- 
fuses to  follow  his  counsels,  no  compulsion  cr  punishment 
is  employed;  but  the  next  winter  all  unanimously  decline 
living  under  the  same  roof  with  such  a  refractory  person. 


S80  parry's   gBCOND    VOTAUI^ 


aad  his  faults  are  told  him  in  a  satire,  if  he  is  thoagkt  of 
rafficient  consequence  to  deserve  this  chastisement. 

Children  remain  with  their  parents  as  long  as  Aey  lire, 
even  after  marriage,  and  relations  in  general  are  soHeitous 
to  keep  together,  that  they  may  have  the  benefit  of  mutual 
assistance  in  times  of  necessity.  In  their  royages  the  whole 
number  of  kajaks  in  company  put  themselyes  under  the  gui- 
dance of  some  considerable  man,  who  is  best  acquainted  with 
(ke  way,  but  are  at  liberty  to  separate  from  him  irfienever 
they  please.  In  short,  no  one  desires  to  usurp  authority 
over  hb  neighbour,  to  prescribe  laws  to  him,  to  call  him  to 
account  for  his  actions,  or  to  exact  taxes  for  the  public  ex- 
igencies. They  have  no  superfluous  wealth,  and  no  oppor^ 
tunity  of  growing  rich :  their  natural  disposition  is  averse  te 
any  kind  of  compulsion,  and  the  whole  extent  of  the  conn* 
try  is  free  to  all. 

They  have  however  some  useful  traditional  customs  by 
which  they  regulate  their  conduct  instead  of  laws;  but  these 
are  very  partially  observed,  since  there  is  no  punishment  to 
enforce  the  execution,  with  the  single  exception  of  the  sa* 
tirical  dance. 

Every  one  has  liberty  to  choose  his  own  place  of  abode ; 
but  if  he  finds  a  spot  already  occupied,  he  does  not  land  till 
he  has  announced  his  intention,  and  intimation  Lb  given  that 
his  society  will  be  welcome.  The  chase  and  fishery,  the 
only  riches  of  this  country,  are  the  common  birth-right  of 
all.  No  one  can  complain  of  a  trespass,  if  an  entire  stran- 
ger comes  to  a  rich  fishing  place,  or  even  a  salmon -wear 
built  with  much  labour,  on  condition  he  does  not  spoil  it  or 
drive  away  the  fishes.  Should  the  stranger  disturb  the  prior 
occupant,  he  will  rather  go  away  and  starve  than  engage  in 
a  quarrel.  Stranded  wood  or  the  wreck  of  a  ship  is  the  pro- 
perty of  the  finder,  but  be  must  haul  it  on  shore,  and  lay  a 
stone  upon  it,  in  token  that  it  is  appropriated;  if  tins  is  done 
no  other  Greenlander  will  meddle  with  it 

If  a  seal  escapes  with  a  javelin  sticking  in  it,  and  b  af« 
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tennurds  kSIed  by  another,  it  belongs  to  him  who  threw  tho 
first  dart.  If  however  it  has  been  struck  with  the  harpoon 
and  bladder,  and  the  line  breaks^  he  loses  his  right.  If  two 
hunters  strike  the  seal  at  the  same  time,  they  divide  it.  The 
same  rules  are  observed  with  regard  to  fowls,  Again^  if 
any  one  finds  a  dead  seal  with  the  harpoon  in  it,  he  keeps  the 
seal,  but  restores  the  harpoon  to  the  owner.  On  the  cap- 
ture of  a  walrus,  or  othor  large  sea  anhnal,  the  harpooner 
claims  the  head  and  tail ;  of  the  rest  of  the  carcase  any  one 
may  cut  as  much  as  he  can  carry  off.  When  a  whale  is  taken, 
the  very  spectators  have  an  equal  right  to  it  with  the  har- 
pooners.  On  these  occasions  dreadful  confusion  ensues:  se» 
vend  of  the  men  mount  at  once  upon  the  animal,  and  ea* 
gerly  fall  to  cutting  it  with  their  sharp  knives;  many  are  fire- 
quently  wounded  in  the  scuffle,  but  they  bear  no  grudge  on 
this  account. 

If  several  hunters  shoot  a  rein-deer  at  once,  it  is  adjudged 
to  him  whose  arrow  is  lodged  the  nearest  to  the  heart,  but 
the  rest  receive  a  share  of  the  flesh.  If  one  wounds  it  before 
another,  he  gains  the  booty,  though  the  second  cast  the  mor* 
tal  dart  Since  the  use  of  muskets,  no  one  knowing  fait 
own  ball,  many  disputes  arise  in  the  chase  which  are  not  ea- 
sily decided.  If  a  man  makes  a  fox- trap  and  neglects  it  fdr 
some  time,  another  may  set  it  and  claim  the  captured 
animal, 

A  person  lending  his  boat  or  tools,  cannot  demand  repa- 
ration if  they  receive  an  accidental  injury,  except  they  were 
used  without  his  knowledge.  On  this  account  they  lend  re- 
luctantly. Any  one  who  makes  a  purchase  wliich  does  not 
suit  him,  may  return  it,  and  take  back  his  equivalent.  The 
purchaser  can  also  take  a  thing  on  credit  if  he  has  not  the 
means  of  payment  at  hand.  If  he  dies  without  discharging 
the  debt,  the  creditor  must  not  afflict  the  disconsolate 
mourners  by  the  remembrance  of  the  deceased,  but  after 
some  interval  he  may  reclaim  the  article  bartered,  provided 
U  is  not  lost  in  the  scramble  which  usually  succeeds  the  .fb- 
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fdtHk  -ThU IsaktttqrBteiii  goesso  fiur*  Aat  if  |t pm#D Jqiit 
cfttbteaks  an  aitide:  takea  upon  credit,  be  is.  not  held  to  l^if 
ngreeioient* 

-'  These ^nstoms,  whidi  by  their  loi^.staoding  hare  acquiml 
the  fbree  of  bnrtt  appovr  somcrwhat  straotpe  .to  iho^ta  whp  lur^ 
aeewtoaied  to  •  diflRMont  eodo,  and  are  axtremally  perplex* 
in^  to  4he  faetora.  Ha  Cheenlandfirs  thaoBehres  are  neom* 
Ue  of  the  inwifltafoney  and  iniqni^  of  many  .of  •  theae  pro¥i« 
mons,  hot  are  dotenned  from  altering  them  by.the.  dread  of 

iU'report;  and  thdr  grand  argument  against  ^phjipctionsis, 
"^llia  is  now  the  ottHonu* 

A  eorrect  notion  of  thehr  national  oharaptev  is  not  09^y 
sitlained.  It  hesb^en  drawn  by  some. from.  tl)e  brigl^t,  and 
by  ofliers  from*  tho  dark  side,  so  that  Tarioas  eonUradiotory 
teporti  havo  -been  spread  upon  the  sohjeot.  Upon,  a  snper- 
fieial  examination  nnmerous  pleasing  qualities  are.  discorned^ 
whieh  might  pat  many  nominal  christians,  to  the  blush^  and 
wideh  might  easily  impose  upon  those  who  have  had  no  time 
eropportanity  to  search  them  to  the  bottom,  and  exjdore  the 
labyrinth  of  their  character  through  all  its  secret  windings 
mid  recesses.  Many  undoubtedly  have  gpne  to  the  other 
es^reme,  and  will  not  allow  them  oTen  specious  virtues,  set- 
ting Aem  down  among  the  most  baibarous  and  wicked  na- 
tions upon  earth.  By  blending  the  accounts  of  both  parties 
so  far  as  they  are  substantiated  by  OTidence,  a  statement  in 
some  measure  correct  may  be  given  of  the  moral  habits  of 
tins  singfular  race. 

If  the  term  savage  is  understood  to  imply  a  brutal,  unso- 
cial, and  cruel  disposition,  the  Greenlanders  are  not  entitled 
to  the  appellation.  They  are  not  untractable,  wild,  or  bar- 
barous; but  a  mild,  quiet,  and  good-natured  people.  They 
live  in  a  state  of  natural  liberty  without  government,  but  in 
societies  in  some  measure  realizing  the  dreams  of  modem 
republicans.  These  societies,  which  consist  of  several  fami- 
lies in  one  house,  or  of  several-  houses  on  an  iaiand,  are  not 
kept  together  by  filed  laws/ and*  an  exeeutiva' power  lo  a«* 
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fbroe  tlieiii»  but  by  a  omrtam  order  mutnidly  understood  ud 
^[Kmtaiieoiislj  agreed  to.  Iliey  have  in  this  way  subusted, 
probably  for  several  centuries,  with  more  quietness  than  the 
far-lamed  Athens  or  Sparta.  The  Greailander  may.  com- 
paratirely  speaking,  be  called  a  happy  people.  Each  fol« 
lows  the  bent  of  his  inclination,  yet  seldom  injures  his  neigh* 
bem*,"  except  from  motives  of  private  revenge.  Authority 
to  punish  the  infringement  of  justice,  is  therefore  not  so  iiH 
dispensible  among  them  as  in  civilised  nations,  where  it  ii 
one  of  the  greatest  blessings  of  heaven.  Their  lives,  so  hard 
and  penurious  in  our  eyes,  are  abundantly  Uessed  with  ooi^ 
tentment.  Had  they  any  diet  more  oosdy  than  seals,  they 
would  no  longer  be  able  to  pursue  their  present  simple,  uni- 
form course  of  life,  orfind  reason  to  pity  Europeans  for  the 
multiplication  of  their  desires.  It  is  their  poverty  also  which 
secures  the  permanency  of  their  freedom.  They  have  no  trea- 
sures, like  the  Mexicans,  to  allure  the  bands  of  rpbb^s, 
and  have  onsequently  to  fear  no  wars,  no  violence,  or  op- 
pression, sleeping  more  peacefully  iu  their  lowly  huts,  than 
the  great  in  their  sumptuous  palaces. 

Several  species  of  vice,  so  prevalent  in  civilized  coun- 
tries that  no  laws  or  penalties  can  stem  the  torrent,  are 
sicarcely  ever  observed  am^ong  the'Greenlanders.  They  ainp 
never  heard  to  curse,  swear,  scold,  or  use  abusive  language, 
and  with  the  exception  of  certain  nicknames,  bearing  a,  sig- 
nificant allusion  to  some  ridiculous  or  shameful  occurrence, 
there  is  not  one  reproachful  epithet  in  their  language.  No 
bawling,  noisy  laughter,  contradiction,  brawling  disputes,  or 
slandering,  occurs  in  their  assemblies.  Though  they  are 
sometimes  very  jocose,  like  to  relate  an  unbecoming  action 
with  humorous  contempt,  and  are  very  dexterous  in  formii^ 
doublameanings,  noimmodest  jesting,  bitter  mockery,  obscene 
ity  or  foolery,  is  heard  among  them.  lies,  deception,  and 
stealing  are  rare ;  violent  robberies  entiirely  unknown.  In- 
deed to  judge  only  by  their  external  appearance,  we  should 
noi  suapect  them  of  coveting  other  <iii«n*B  goods*. 
P.V.IO.  H  ir 
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qmte  mpreeeJiBliri  WWR  th—^  At  tlM  iiii  iiihl  of  A» 
hudeeenejp  omMpitted  moif  tfai  ImmaxUmaf^  Miwfem$^ 
ihejr  ttcMd  qul$^  tMfifil»  tat  aaoanted:  fiir  i(  by  i«;«ig* 
•« The HMid  VBUnri,'^  limit m^  ipiaiiwi Hqaofi,  '^liaraiMdii 
IImbi  imane.*  Bpm  ib  Iheir  itmmB  9mi,miunif^nmkmg^t  ta 
vlnoh  yovng  iaA  old  leMMrt^  B9tln(f  Jt-Moa.  «r  tmird  dttt 
iTMldfiit  jaadgity  >» iha  UqA;  a»  tiwib  wqi^  k BfK.  Amp  the 
diftt  aad  ft»  jl#(^  ftgttrt  of  the  dMweiii» .  b  atonngeyigiMiwai 
of Ihefe  langBife  w>BM>alBMMitcoiiolMde,  ttiot  IhejniBra  bo- 
eoftMod  fef  twligtoB^^  tBBreiMa»  wilfcnt  thoB  fot  imntorw.. 

TUa  jfreedon  flrom  sosa'  parlieBbir  omm  wmjft  im^  hm 
Bttrilnitod  to  tbeif  pUegaBtie  diapoiiHoB>  vmAf  t^ithio*  Ob- 
•oBoe  of  bed  exBmpies  oBd  koeiitnret  to  nee«  EBtJne  ohrtir 
Bonoe  ftcHB  bI)  sliBiQlBlinp  food  aiidmtoinoBl4Bg  UqwBB  Wjf 
doBbtleao  olpa  oontaiMite  b.  groBldqol  iMwdft  IhB  gwitt^  of 
vkeBp  whiob  yet  lie  in  emfaiTB  b>HUb  tlMm«  Tbo  OWWB- 
Bitjr  of  land^  aad  tba  yenBriBua  alioplirily  i  of  Ihopr  |wMno 
keepiBg<>  aha  tend  tBpraieB^diMuederyi  BBtpBvaa^,  uliaob 
BHUrtTOftxaia  the  ooBtfiwieBjof  oMaee^a  mBB6oei»  wonl4:ilB> 
doBbtedly  opevale  ae  b  sAbbbIivi  to  otbmi,  aa  tbiA  a^d  41b- 
oeit,  BotitfitWBBMMtliBoetheir  oatwardaho^of  ^laifbtBOft 
IB  aU  their  dealiBga  to  anethit  aovae..  •  Dae  wflaetiyan  aided 
by  se^JBlegeit  hi  the  BiiBd  of  agy  gatjanat  hwagk  it  Biagi^;be 
Baid|*natoMitty  leada  to  tfaia£nB.paiBaip)e  of  iQrtioB;  ^  Qo 
BBto  aBOtbair  aa  thou  wiaheetthat  OBOther  ahou^  4fk  BBlP 
theeV^BBd  ^[BOiaiilaa  the  GbDeaolandota  are  of  41  1bbbJi»- 
lOBB  or  di?iBe»  tiiey  might  in  agree*  Biaaanfo  bfvdB^lDi^ 
iraai  maiB  by  Ihiii  aBi{dB  aaoom  and  by  the  aoiff^  9^^ 


^  Tbeiip  veaiOBiBg  fiMnllief  arB  aateoa^y  as  9tmm§  aa  ^it^ 
Bf^etbermeBb    'ThfjpeoaietiaMB  vae  them  to  a^Yai^taf^  IB 


tiifg  ■hliimiiiir   ii  ift  itiiiti    '0fc4liittotjiiH»lM»ife 
.mUMijB <iMhiiii>ii>ii!an»ii» wiiilfct  '   »i-/.lv(.<^tn(  n'  '<1m<1«> 
•aiVm  igtm  <riliB|fwlMtu  lo«»i  M>  w  » IBftif  •IMf.i-irtif'ftfiir 

tAMfi  KM  iiMr  of  MMUtMi  llMMlMl'nIliMitliMi 

M9rf^ii|giiAuraiiotfM»«iatt¥lii  #mh1  <»r  a«^,  for  svidk  (M«i. 

vT^Boy  inrar  ^oncffHi  imgrHCOy  oiici  are  unmiiiiCQ  otii  oi  wi* 

!lilffl^  nMlMkitBly  RlfMit  AniF  MjMtMioii  ^Mq  pttM|^liM#  III 
vw*  *'  -1  Wv^  MMaa ' linctiM ^  ^MiMidM  rto  'Wn|ptt{^  'duipMR* 
wori^Hi  aMMmo  Vbf  lliifl  "flibil' wiipHuilf^  fb  itftiftjiCMcM'AM 
^Ml{^Mii!i  te^'  MnoTfmiM^i  ^f  IJ^injMKnPf  ^#Mf  ate  wIplwMy'^ 

^fV  VHMr  ptOWHUJ   HO&f   llUi  in  BOlFauTV*      PfUUI  ulO  miOor* 

niMt  ili#l6MQfy  t6^  olMr  siralnrfMllw*   '  Jk'friB^mM  flMraWHi 

■ow^  jvoj  flrast  iR9^ iMnreiiom  to  sumjg^BfVy  nr  araer*mT 
'oHIv'ianM*  for' ■M|nlHH^ '  ittttf  tw  ApraiMi '  dUf Uid/  dfia  IHt 

^BOy^  nfly  TIO^ OnvBTlaSrea  IB  IVlUllly    WUOUf   WCUl  111U{J  Tv'XflOir 

custom,  they  trayei  through  the  coildtty,  thA  liaVtf  %c^  ^dlMi 

U  n  2 
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whom  they  eoipect  the  iame»  ii  fully  verified  in.  the  Ontm* 
laoden* 

,?  The  Greenlanders  are  well  versed. ia  the  false  but  fiishion- 
fdUo  norali^  of  *^  saving  appearances."  They  are  very 
dextrous  in  stealing  the  good  opinion  of  others,  or  at  least 
in  avoiding  publiq  scandal;  and  it  has  often. been  manifest 
that  many  fine  gentlemen  might  not  be  ashamed  of  learning 
frofn .  them  in  this  respect.  But  their  character  will  not 
befur  the  smallest  scrutiny.  Numerous  proofs  might  be  cited, 
that  their  brotherly  love»  forinstance*  as  has  been  remarked. 
jSfOnly  a  mere  sham,  played  off  in  hopes  Of  qpeedy  remune- 
.^ration.  When  a  stranger  dies,  leaving  behind  him  no  grown- 
up  sons,  or  near  relations,  no  one  pays  the^  smallest  atteo- 
tioB  to  his  forlorn  relict,  except  when  they: Imveocoanon 
for  her  as  their  servant.  Every  door  is  shut  against  ber. 
and  after  carrying  off  most  of  her  goods,  her  eonntrymen 
are.  hardrhearted  enough  to  see  her  perish  with  opld  and  hun- 
ger, without  offering  the  smallest  assistance*,  When  people 
on  shore  observe  a  kajak  overset  at  sea,  if  it  be  pot  pcou- 
pied  by  a  near  relation  or  friend,  they  can  look  on  with  the 
utmost  unconcom,  and  even  eiyoy  a  savage  delight  in  watch- 
ing, the  struggles  of  the  expiring  sufferer.  It  wQuld  be  too 
muoh  trouble  to  set  off  in  another  kajak  and  save  his  life. 
.Should  they  be  incommoded  by  the  cries  and  lamentations  of 
the  women  and  children,  they  sneak  off.  When  they  sail 
out  in  company  with  another,  they  will  help  him  in  difficulty, 
because  it  costs  them  little  exertion.  Their  treatment  of 
animals,  that  is,  such  as  are  not  used  for  food,  also  dis- 
plays an  unfeeling  heart,  as  eyen  their  children  are  exceed- 
ingly fond  of  torturing  little  birds,  and  watching  them  writhing 
with  pain.  Indeed  both  humanity  and  sympathy  are  so  en* 
.tirely  excluded  from  their  character,  that  they  are  not  eren 
found  in  the  weaker  sex. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  bonds  of  filial  and  parental  love 
seem  stronger  in  them  than  amongst  most  other  nations. 
They  scarcely  ever  suffer  their  children  to  go  out  of  their 
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tight,  and  a  mother  has  often  b^en  known  to  throw  beraeif 
into  the.  water,  when  her  child  was  drowned.  This  oaieleia* 
nefls  about  the  weal  and  woe  of  their  feHo<w-€featnrei»  with 
their  ardent  affection  and  tender  anxiety  for  their  offsprings 
goes  to  strengthen  flie  notion,  that  the  Greenhuiders  are  in 
a  great  measure  guided  by  an  instinotiTe  impube  rathiar  than 
by  rationi^l  reflection. 

Their  wonderful  inconsiderateness  may  be  adduced  in^in^ 
port . of  tins  opinion.  Theur  maxim,  seems  to  be,  hve- wUle 
ye  live,  and  care  for  futurity  never  enters  their  tliottgMs. 
Wlien  they  see  any  thing  which  takes  their  fancy,  be  it  ever 

a 

80  useless  to  them,  they  immediately  purchase  it,  tbottgh'nl 
the  expenoc^  of  their  most  necessary  articles,  and  wedMi  la- 
ther suffer  want,  than  curb  theii  desires.  If  they  are  obliged 
or  helped  out  of  a  difficulty  by  any  one,  especially  if  he  be 
an  European,  they  know  of  no  other  acknowledgement  than 
kujonak,  (thank  you,)  and  will  seldom  return  tho  favour  to 
their  benefactor,  when  he  is  in  need  of  their  assistanee. 
Those  among  them  who  have  any  finery  about  their  dress, 
strut  about  with  a  consequential  ^r,  sneering  oontemptQ- 
ously  at  their  fellows.  This  is.  also  the  case  if  they  possess 
peculiar  dexterity  in  any  art,  particularly  in.  seal-catching. 

Though  they  can  smother  their  resentment  for  a  length 
of  time,  if  it  once  breaks  out,  it  rages  with  senseless  and 
brutal  violence.  Their  will  must  be  set  through ;  and  no  re- 
monstrances, however  eloquent,  will  prevent  them  from  car- 
rying it  into  effect.  Their  obstinancy,  accompanied  by  a 
sly  craftiness,  is  most  conspicuous  in  the  old,  and  prooeeds 
partly  trom  their  want  of  reflection,  and  partly  from  their 
entire  insubordination  in  childhood.  It  is  «  qludity  which 
is  a  source  of  great  trouble  to  the  missionaries,  unless  they 
can  previously  numage  to  divert  them  from  forming  their 
self- willed  resolutions. 

But  it  may  easily  be  imagined,  that  the  Greeolanders  are 
not  all  alike  in  disposition,  and  that  consequently  the  above 
remarks  must  not  be  understood  wHhottt  exception*    There 


<».^ 
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are  ■ome  Tealtf  cminderate»  betteficenlcharaotars  among  themi 
bat  Aey  are  very  rare.  Those  are  tkt  more  nmnerovi^  who 
having  deadeaed  their  TCTBse  of  shame,  and  fp>trid  of  aHdrekd 
of  retribtition,  ive  therasehes  up  to  tliamost  deteatttble  and 
nnnatnral  vioes. 

lies  and  shmder  are  most  common  among  the  womeft;  the 
poor  and  indolent  are  aUb  addicted  M  stedbagy  especially 
from  strangers,  and  if  they  can  purloin  or  even  forctbly  seiae 
the  property  of  a  Ibreigner,  It  is  a  feather  in  thehr  cap.  Eu- 
ropeans, therefore,  ought  never  to  place  much  confidence 
in  them,  having  frequently  experienced  their  deooption. 
Examples  have  ooeurred  in  irhich  they  have  enticed  a  Ib- 
Migner  on  shore,  murdered  him,  and  catried  off  his  goods* 
(Hi  those  foreigners,  however,  who  have  fliced  their  rendeaee 
hi  Qr^eidand,  they  dare  not  practise  their  roguish  tricks,  as 
they  are  liable  to  be  apprehended  and  punished. 

lYieir  outward  show  of  modesty  is  not  at  dl  to  be  de. 
pMriled  on.  However  carBM  their  young  and  ringle  peo- 
ple may  be  to  avoid  alt  open  irreguhdrity  In  their  deportment^ 
they  are  ib  secret  quite  as  licentious  as  those  of  other  na- 
tions. Polygamy  in  the  old  does  not  always  result  from  a 
desire  of  issue,  but  very  frequently  from  pure  lascivioua- 
nesB.  There  are  abo  among  them  harlots  by  profession 
thouf^  a  single  woiman  will  seUhmi  follow  this  infamous 
trade.  The  amrried  will  break  thefar  vows  on  both  sides  with 
the  utmost  shamelessness,  and  tliough  we  might  suppose  that 
among  such  an  unoaltivated  race,  there  could  be  no  refine- 
BMnt  in  their  lioeutious  practioes,  the  contrary  is  the  case, 
far  tlmr  women  are  as  skilful  in  the  language  of  the  eyes  as 
TttrttiA  couitecans. 

miieir  wibounded  sel^interest,  iofjQSucey  aad  even  cruelty 
towards  their  helpless  widows  and  orphans,  are  e^dent, 
from  their  strange  distribution  of  their  property  after  death. 
When  a  husband  dies,  his  eldest  son  inherits  lib  house,  tent, 
and  woman's  bosf,  and  besides  must  maintasn  the  mother 
and  chiMreUi  If  IhO'  Mceased  haS  no  gn>#n-fip  sons,  vm 
nearest  relative.  If  the  relation  has  a  tent  and  boat  of  his  own. 


yit  pcwMiina  of  it  Mtaia  it:  InA  ahodd  Ihp.fjylifir.fttlmi 
hmm  ni  iMitaMte.  •!««*—«-    &».  IHitiTiflhiH  rrltmitM-  Um 

u«*    -•■•**■*■-  ■ 

,  .^  1  ■  j*  .■■'■■■■       ^      •  > 

thtu  afeuiL  hftSfe  ncmfcr  vb  asA  ooimftiMiod  jMkc&ltthiiiktoAlL 

<nqp^i§  ii  .iBwh  Mglected».  owng  to.  Af^  m^li  IMitay^i 
ojfdhMlagQ  fiEOttcil*  .oqpeoMiUjr.  tf:  ^jk  «llB(.MtMF  4«rtMt 
tiiio.  iMMff  l«9t  are  jftntkisA  in  iMt  jiwtli  ||iiNiui%,i^m 
i'iTq[iyiiiie,ti pewato  <hKii  ilth  ailupk^  w4  ^^Mmmm 
u^iSilieBts;  liMtstSl JMra|MiriHilcR^ 
firppaMkodMsa  aad  stenmtiw:  Unt  tbja  k  «»t  tka.  woiiil^ 
WiNp  n  poov  wdaiw  Km  dialBtptiid  vitd.  gri^  nfoik  #t 
gnpM^  iriA  hm  ofaiUrei^  veeping^  fqt  l^i-.lMa,</  k^9  km 
1mm4  aU^hfargood^  and  abatlrii  im  i)}^  0Qli^y^#««9uia« 
hKhfpcrHkat  confiMrteXft.    TW  iHawaW»  wnitrf^  li^BWlt 
ofhwali  haano  OQik  laan^ta^  aw  jm^ .othaa^yaaomHHjn 
Ipt  to  bflinaato  hanalf  into:  tht jgMd^^raApf.  qC  Mat.wi^ai^jhH , 
nddM  mmki  h^  gflwraSjr  «»fafaiiiffhwiit<l^ayt<i#»>  *^iB^M9 
lit  ia  tind  o£  Imc;  A»mxmittii0gmil^Upf^ltXiQ^V^ 
At  iMd  aha  aod  l«  cUMsm  «ra  kfttotl^ 
ymfraiiiny  ik  aBaaoMa  aadslenea  fior  a  ahort  tinpe  l^Jtfmm. 

cibiifomm to  daadi lot  vaat. of aloatUag .aadk  kiaiproib  TEUl 
paaijaM;  ka«8;maaoiLwl9)  tk*  fifafwaliHdl.  mtmm .  ditninia||#i 
from  year  to  year.  ,u  * 

t||B  padUaMit  ol  aBiBiiial|ik4liU.MM  Aaoidplf  .«Kii 
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witches  as  are  thenght  to  have  killed  some  one  by  tbeir  arCi 
but  with  regard  to  these,  they  proceed  with  such  temerity 
and  revenge,  that  at  last  no  one  is  mire  of  his  life.  The 
Oreenlanders,  as  was  before  stated*  are  naturally  of  a  mar- 
deroos  disposition.  Perhaps  their  constant  emplojrment  in 
bntchering  seals  and  other  creatores,  which  proceeds  from 
hereditary  inclination,  may,'  in  a  wicked  heart;  awaken  the 
unnatural  desire  to  spill  the  blood  of  their  fellow  creatures. 
Few,  however,  are  so  fiend-like  as  to  kill  from '  pure  blood* 
thirstiness.  Some  will  do  it  from  envy  at  anoiher*s  dexte* 
fity  or  wealth ;  but  most  out  of  rerenge    ' 

The  assassin  generally  effects  his  purpose  by  stealth,  on 
tiie  water.  He  either  drowns  his  enemy  by  oversetting  him 
in  his  kajak,  or  throws  a  harpoon  into  liis  back,  leaving  the 
dead  body  to  be  driven  about  by  the  waves.  WAe«k. 
deed  come  to  the  ears  of  the  murdered  person's  frienos,  they 
smother  their  resentment,  not  suffering  a  word  about  it  to 
transpire,  lest  the  assassin  or  his  qpies  should  kill  them  to 
prevent  reprisals.  But  instances  have  occurred  in  which 
fhey  did  not  forget  to  revenge  the  death  of  their  relation 
thirty  years  after,  when  they  found  the  murderer  alone. 
When  highly  enraged,  they  will  cut  the  body  to  pieces,  and 
devour  part  of  the  heart  or  liver,  thinking  thereby  to  disarm 
Vb  relatives  of  all  courage  to  attack  them.  If  the  punished 
criminal  be  a  notorious  offender,  or  hated  for  his  bloody 
deeds,  or  if  he  have  no  relations,  the  matter  rests;  but  in  a 
general  way  the  punishment  costs  the  executioner  himself, 
his  ohOdren,  cousins,  and  other  relatives,  their  lives ;  or  if 
fliese  are  inaccessible,  some  other  acquaintance  in  the  neigh« 
bourhood.  The  lust  of  revenge  is  sometimes  handed  down  as 
4  birth-right  from  fadier  to  son,  wiihou'  the  smallest  intima- 
tion of  it  till  an  opportunity  offers ;  thus  the  tragedy  is  pro- 
longed througfa  a  series  of  murders,'  till  quito  innocent  per- 
sons fall  sacrifices  to  unbridled  revenge. 

The  mode  of  jMrocedure  with  witches  is  very  short :  when 
iim  report  is  spread  that  an  old'womte  has  thir  power  to  bo 
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anifMMnaiB,  if  ontyit  nan's  fdfe  or^iSd  die%tf  U»«3frt# 
4op8  not?  strike  the  nutrkt  or  if  Us  gun  tniwiH  firg»  an  Aiige- 
Mb  eritoothaiiyer  pranomioet  aontenoe  iqmn  htat^woA  if 'die 
bae'MkiiolatioiiSf  die  soffiBnAo  pmiidimeBlbefiipe  deitiSbad. 
Old  a>ett«ye;8oiiirtiine<i'pwt>to  death  ^ader rimkur  MdMa* 
.|ioi)iw>)LSQiiietmieBa«iaiihaB  heea  kaomi  ti^  stak  lM»oim 
iMikM  IV  nler  in  the  praMtme  of  dl  the  peofle  lit  Ui  hoi^ 
Mid.*<^tliie  hat  tiphraided  him  in  the  leant  £ori^  'If,  beiir» 
eiTfiu:-th0(  Aiiit..peK8QD  haa  any  near  velationar  they^gMenfly 
seek  to  revenge  her  death,  and  a  gnecaation  of  mmdaia  en^ 
auea»:.  :When  pecBona  aoensed  in  thia  way  have loat  alt  hopt 
t»€e9eaperthey  oftei^  Arow  themselves  into  the  sea  is'dnid 
at  the  death  whieh  otherwise  awaits  them.  '  u 

Upon  the  religious  creed  or  superstition  of  these  peopfe 
it  18  very  difficult  to  give  any  definite  information  on  aocoant 
of  their  extreme  ignorance,  thoughtlessness,  and  credulity, 
and  especially  from  the  diversity  of  opinions  which  they  eaa« 
tertain,  as  each  individual  is  at  liberty  to  adopt  what  tenets 
he  {deaseSb 

*  B^oie  any  missionaries  arrived  in  the  country,  Oreenland- 
'exs  w^re  supposed  to  be  gross  idolaters,  who  prayed  to  the 
snn,  and  sacrificed  to  the  devil,  that  he  might  be  propitiona 
to  them  in  their  fishery.  Mariners  were  not  led  to  these  con- 
dttsjons  from  the  discourse  of  the  natives,  which  they  coidd 
nos  understand,  but  from  a  variety  of  circumstances.  They 
saw  that  the  Greenlanders  every  morning,  as  soon  aa  dNQr 
rose  up,  stood  on  some  eminence^  apparently  buried  in 
thought,  with  their  eyes  directed  to  the  rising  sun,  in  order 
to  conjecture  from  the  colour  of  the  sky  or  the  motion  of  the 
clouds,  whether  fSur  or  stormy  weather  was  to  be  expeeisd 
This  is  still  their  regular  practice.  The  sailors^  who  weea 
ignorant  of  their  motive,  imagined  that  they  were  pagmg 
their  devotions  to  the  rising  luminary*  Otbem  observed,  in 
desested  places,  numerous  square  inclesarassaiiQttiided  with 
stones,  and  on  one.  elev)i^  stona.  &md\0oin#^  sindsss^nilli 
U  8i 


M«H 


£4S  PAmmT*8  8B00ND  TOTAGE 

•  .  

ii  heap  of  hare  hones  Ijing  upon  them«  This  was  qidte  sof 
iieient  to  induce  the  belief  that  Gieenknders  had  saoii 
Ibed  there  |  and  to  whom  should  they  Baeiifioe  but  to  th« 
de?il  ?  These  people  had  seen  no  sumnier*ieiidence  of  the 
GieenlanderSi  who  pitch  their  tents  in  such  rectangular  in« 
dosuresi  and  use  the  above  mentioned  coals  for  cooking 
their  provisions.  Thej  have  in  fact  no  apparent  worship, 
cither  religfious  or  idolatrous,  nor  any  ceremonies  which 
might  be  construed  into  the  service  of  the  deity.  There  is, 
indeed,  no  word  in  their  language  for  the  Divine  Being, 
fiom  whence  the  first  missionaries  were  led  to  imagine,  that 
they  had  no  conception  whatever  of  a  divinity.  TTpon  be- 
ing asked  who  made  the  heavens,  earth,  and  every  thing 
around  them,  they  answered,  "  We  cannot  tell ;''  or,  "  We 
know  him  not ;"  or,  "  It  must  have  been  a  very  powerful 
man;"  or,  '^Theae  things  have  always  existed,  and  must 
endure  for  ever/'  But  after  obtaining  a  more  intimate  ac- 
quaintance with  their  language,  the  missionaries  were  led 
to  entertain  a  contrary  opinion,  from  their  various  notions 
concerning  the  soul  and  spirits  in  general,  and  from  their 
evident  anxiety  about  their  probable  state  after  death.  From 
free  conversations  with  the  natives  in  their  perfectly  wild 
state,  in  which,  however,  care  must  be  taken  to  make  no 
personal  applications,  and  not  to  insist  upon  any  duties  to 
which  they  are  disinclined,  it  is  very  apparent,  that  their 
fore&thers  believed  in  a  Being  who  reades  above  the  clouds, 
to  whom  they  paid  religious  worship.  But  this  belief  has 
gradually  died  away  in  proportion  as  they  become  isolated 
fiom  all  communication  with  civilised  nations,  till  they  have 
lost  all  clear  notions  of  Deity.  That  they  have  still  some 
obscure  and  concealed  idea  of  a  Divine  Being  is  apparent  from 
ibe  circumstance,  that  though  they  shun  any  professional 
bdief  in  the  truths  of  Revelation  yet  that  they  never  of- 
fer any  opposition  to  then,  but  rather  give  a  silent  as- 
init  to  the  doctrines  of  a  God  and  his  attributes.  It  is  only 
dirir  natuxal  slowness^  stupidi^,  and  thoughtlessness,  which 
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prrrenl  diem  firom  digesUng  tb^ir  dark  aociobt  into  a  legw 
lar  •jrHem,  by  due  reflection  upon  the  works  of  CxaatiQBf 
and  upon  their  own  anxietj  concerning  futurity.  The  Iblt 
towi]^  incident  indeed  makes  it  probable^  that  some  of 
themy  at  least  in  youth,  before  they  were  buried  in  the  eates 
of  providing  for  their  &milies,  have  made  some  inquiry  on 
the  subject. 

A  company  of  baptised  Grreenlanders  one  day  expressed 
their  astonishment,  that  they  had  spent  their  lives  in  a  state 
of  such  complete  ignorance  and  thoughtlessness*  One  of 
the  party  immediately  rose  up  and  spoke  aa  follows ;  '*  It 
is  true,  we  were  ignorant  heathens,  and  knew  nothing  of 
God  and  of  a  Redeemer;  for  who  could  have  informed  us  of 
their  existence,  before  you,  (addressing  the  missionaries,) 
arrived.  Yet  I  have  often  thought,  a  kajak  with  the  darts 
belonging  to  it,  does  not  exist  of  itself,  but  must  be  made 
with  the  trouble  and  skill  of  men's  hands ;  and  be  who  does 
not  understand  the  use  of  it  easily  spoils  it  Now  the  least 
bird  is  composed  with  greater  art  than  the  best  kajak,  and 
no  man  can  make  a  bird.  Man  is  still  more  exquisitely 
framed  than  all  other  animals.  Who  then  has  made  him  ? 
He  comes  firom  his  parents,  and  they  came  again  from  their 
parents.  But  whence  came  the  first  man  ?  He  may  have 
grown  out  of  the  earth.  But  why  do  men  not  grow  out  of 
the  earth  now-a-days  i  And  from  whence  do  the  earth,  sea, 
sun,  moon,  and  stars  proceed  ?  There  must  necessarily  be 
some  one  who  has  created  every  thing,  who  has  always  ex- 
isted and  can  have  no  end :  he  must  be  inconceivably  more 
powerful  and  skilful  than  the  wisest  of  men :  he  must  alao 
be  very  good,  because  every  thing  that  he  has  made  is  ao 
useful  and  necessary  for  us.  Did  I  but  know  him,  vriukt 
love  and  respect  should  I  feel  for  him  i  But  who  has  seen 
or  conversed  with  him  I  None  of  us  men.  Yet  there  maj 
be  men,  too,  who  know  something  about  him.  With  sodb 
I  should  willingly  converse.  As  soon  therefore  as  I  heaad 
irons  yon  of  this  great  Beiiw,  I  hdieved  you  immedials^y 
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and  wiUingljrf  having  for  a  length  of  time  longed  after  mch 
mfonnation.*'  This  dedaiation  was  confiimed  by  the  state- 
ments of  the  otheis  with  more  or  fewer  circumstances.  One 
of  the  company  made  this  additional  remark :  '^  A  man  is 
Jbrmed  differently  from  all  other  animals.  These  senre  each 
o&er  for  food,  and  all  of  them  are  for  the  use  of  man,  and 
have  no  understanding.  But  we  have  an  intelligent  soul, 
are  subject  to  no  one  in  the  world,  and  yet  are  anxious  about 
futurity.  Of  whom  can  we  be  afiraid  ?  Surely  it  must  be 
of  some  mighty  Spirit  who  rules  over  us.  Oh,  that  we  but 
knew  him !  that  we  had  him  for  our  friend." 

All  this  tends  to  confirm  the  assertion  of  the  great  apos- 
tle of  the  gentiles  :  **  Because  that  which  may  be  known  of 
God  is  manifiested  in  them,  for  God  hath  showed  it  unto 
them.  For  the  invisible  things  of  him  from  the  creation  of 
the  world,"  &c.  (Rom.  i.  19 — 21.)  The  universal  re- 
port of  all  travellers  informs  us,  that  no  people  have  hitherto 
been  discovered  who  have  not  some  notion  of  a  Deity,  be  it 
ever  so  dark  and  erroneous.  Even  the  stupid  Greeuland- 
ers  in  their  various  opinions  concerning  the  soul  of  man,  and 
other  greater  and  inferior  spirits,  give  sufficient  proof  of  the 
scriptural  declaration.  There  are  indeed  some  who  believe, 
that  their  soul  is  not  immortal  or  different  from  the  living 
principle  in  other  animals ;  but  these  are  either  of  the  most 
stupid  sort,  who  are  ridiculed  by  their  companions,  or  else 
wicked  cunning  men,  who  profess  such  opinions  for  their 
own  private  emolument. 

Others  describe  the  soul  as  a  being  so  nearly  allied  to 
matter,  that  it  may  be  taken  out  and  replaced,  be  divided 
into  a  number  of  parts,  lose  a  portion  of  its  substance,  be 
lepaired  when  damaged,  and  even  go  astmy  out  of  the  body 
for  a  considerable  time.  Some  even  pretend,  that  when  go- 
ing on  a  long  journey  they  can  leave  their  souls  at  home, 
and  yet  remain  sound  and  healthy.  These  wonderful  chi- 
jaeras  have  probably  originated  either  in  some  sickness, 
4uri]icr  which  their  thoughts  are  continually  busied  about 
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tiuir  biitluplaeey  or  dae  in  such  maladies  as  weaken,  or  efoi 
for  ft  time  derange  their  mental  fiundties. 

Some  of  these  materialists  bdiere  in  two  soolsy  mumif 
the  Aadaw  and  the  breaUk  of  man,  and  suppose  diat  in  the 
night  the  shadow  forsakes  the  body,  and  goes  ft  hanttngy 
dancing,  or  visiting.  In  all  probability,  their  dreams  wUcii 
are  nnmeroas,  liyely,  and  often  remarkably  eoiioas,  havo 
given  rise  to  this  notion.  It  is  upon  snch  people  tiiat  tibe 
Angekoks  principally  depend  for  sostenanee,  since  it  ii 
their  bnsiness  to  repair  damaged  soulsy  biing  back  those 
which  have  gone  astray,  and  even  change  them  when  dis* 
eased  past  cure,  for  the  soond  and  healthy  sools  of  haie% 
rein-deer,  birds,  or  yoimg  children. 

The  notion  that  the  sonl  can  forsake  the  body  daring  tlie 
interval  of  sleep,  and  be  exchanged  for  that  of  some  animal, 
is  chiefly  credited  by  those  who  believe  in  the  migration  of 
souls,  a  doctrine  which  has  lately  been  discovered  among 
the  Greenlanders.  It  is  chiefly  held  by  helpless  widows  in 
order  to  obtain  kind  treatment :  for  if  a  widow  can  persuade 
any  parent  that  the  soul  of  her  deceased  child  has  migrated  into 
his  son,  or  that  the  spirit  of  his  deceased  offspring  animates 
the  body  of  one  of  her  children,  the  man  will  always  do  his 
best  to  befiiend  the  supposed  soul  of  his  child,  or  in  the  other 
case  consider  himself  nearly  related  to  the  widow. 

But  the  most  intelligent  Greenlanders  maintain,  that  the 
soul  is  a  being  purely  spiritual,  entirely  distinct  from  the 
body  and  from  matter  in  general,  that  it  requires  no  earthly 
sustenance,  and  that  while  the  body  corrupts  in  the  gmve, 
it  shall  even  retain  its  life  and  consciousness,  nourished  by 
some  etherial  substance  of  the  nature  of  which  they  are  %- 
norant.  The  Angekoks,  who  profess  to  have  paid  frequent 
visits  to  the  land  of  souls,  describe  tbam  to  be  soft,  yielding, 
and  even  intangible  to  those  who  attempt  to  seiae  tbam, 
having  neither  flesh,  bones,  nor  sinews. 

Hence  we  may  easily  imag^e  their  ideas  concerning  tha 
stale  of  spirits  after  deadi.    In  ganeial  tliey  leprssent  it  to 
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be  gnrhangeable,  imoeasiiigy  and  much  mofe  vaappj  tha 
this  mortal  life ;  bat  concerning  the  situatum  and  privilegoi 
of  the  beatific  abode  of  departed  spiritB^  their  opinions  Tary* 
Since  the  Greenlanders  obtain  their  best  and  principal  sus- 
tenance frcnn  the  sea^  many  have  placed  it  in  the  depths  of 
the  ocean  or  under  the  earth,  and  suppose  the  deep  chasms 
in  the  rocks  to  be  its  avenues.  There  dweUs  Tomgarsuk 
and  his  mother.  There  is  perpetual  summer^  and  dear  sun- 
shine uninterrupted  by  night  There  is  the  limpid  stream, 
and  a  superabundance  of  birds,  fishes,  seals,  and  rein- deer, 
which  may  be  caught  without  trouble,  or  are  even  found 
boiling  alive  in  a  large  kettle.  But  this  is  only  to  be  the 
abode  of  such  as  have  been  inured  to  labour,  which  in  their 
estimation  is  the  chief  of  virtues,  who  have  performed  such 
mighty  exploits  as  killing  whales  and  seals,  or  endured  nu- 
merous hardships,  including  those  who  have  been  drowned 
in  the  sea,  or  died  in  child«birth. 

It  is  therefore  evident  that  they  have  some  fieunt  idea  of 
rewards  and  punishments.  Departed  spirits  do  not  however 
make  a  joyful  and  immediate  entrance  into  these  elysian  fields, 
but  must  first  slide  for  the  space  of  five  days,  or,  according 
to  others,  for  a  still  longer  period,  down  a  rough  rock,  which 
the  Greenlanders,  by  a  strange  contradiction,  represent  to 
be  quite  bloody.  Whether  this  invention  has  its  £oimda- 
tion  in  any  notion  of  purgatory,  or  is  only  according  to  the 
adage  that  through  many  trials  we  enter  heaven,  cannot  be 
determined.  They  always  lament  the  fate  of  those  poor  souls, 
who  have  to  undertake  their  journey  in  cold,  stormy  wea- 
ther, during  which  they  may  easily  perish.  This  is  called 
the  second  death,  from  which  there  is  no  recovery.  The 
survivors  therefore  for  five  days  after  the  decease  of  their  re- 
lative, abstain  from  certain  meats,  and  from  all  bustling 
work,  exclusive  of  the  capture  of  seals,  that  the  spirit  may 
not  be  disturbed  or  lost  upon  its  dangerous  expedition.  It 
appears  probable  from  several  circumstances,  that  their  fore- 
fatiiers  offered  up  sacrifice  fwr  the  souk  of  departed  relativesL 
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So  msdi  is  eridenCy  that  the  stupid  Oieenlaiiders  as  wsB 
as  the  enlightened  heathen  of  andent  tiaiesy  shndder  al  liia 
thought  of  abacdnte  annihilation 

Those  among  the  nadves  who  aie  mona  stmak  with  the 
besu^  and  msjes^  of  the  heafenly  bodiesy  seek  fiv  the 
happy  residence  of  the  deadv  in  the  highest  heavenSy  abota 
tbersinbow.  They  descnbe  the  passsge  to  it  to  be  so  qniek 
and  easy»  that  the  soiik  the  same  evening  in  which  they 
leave  the  bodyy  arrive  at  the  moon,  who  was  ibrmerly  a 
Gteenhndert  pot  up  at  his  hoose,  and  dance  and  play  at 
ball  with  their  companions.  They  afterwards  encamp  abooS 
a  laige  Islce  stocked  with  vast  quantities  of  fishes  and  birds* 
When  this  lake  overflows  it  rains  uix>n  the  earth.  Should 
the  dam  break  down,  there  would  be  an  universal  ddnge. 

The  first  party,  on  the  contrary,  maintain  that  only  use* 
«e88  idle  people,  ascend  into  the  sky,  suffer  great  want  there, 
are  very  lean  and  feeble,  and  besides  have  no  rest  owing  to 
the  mpid  circumvolution  of  the  heavens.  This  is  especislly 
the  case  with  wicked  members  of  society,  such  as  witches, 
who  are  so  tormented  by  mvens,  that  they  cannot  prevent 
these  birds  from  tearing  their  hair.  The  other  sect,  how* 
ever,  will  not  allow  this  to  be  their  lot  By  their  own  ac^ 
count,  they  repair  to  a  large  assembly  of  their  equals,  and 
feast  upon  aeals'-heads,  which  though  eontinualiy  devoured, 
can  never  be  consumed. 

But  those  who  reason  more  ratimiaUy,  and  consider  tha 
soul  to  be  an  immaterial  snfastsnce,  laugh  at  all  those  ab-^ 
surdities,  and  affirm  that  a  paradise  so  neariy  resemUing 
our  mortal  state,  and  where  the  sools  are  engaged  in  such 
earthly  pursuits,  cannot  last  long.  By  their  accounts,  the 
souk  pass  a£ter  death  into  tranquil  abodes.  Of  their  snata- 
nance  and  ocoupationB  they  do  not  pretend  to  know  any 
thing.  On  the  other  hand,  they  describe  hell  to  be  » 
gloomy  subterranean  mansion  filled  with  everlasting  horror 
and  anguish.  Siidi  generally  lead  an  ordeity  li&»  ^^  ah> 
atain  from  every  thiii^  vdbich  they  oonottvia  to  be  siaAiL  * 
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Whoever  is  acqaainted  with  the  corrapt  ideas  of  tttcient 
pUloBophers,  concenung  the  sonl  and  a  fotmre  state^  will 
not  wonder  at  the  stapidity  of  the  Gteenlandeiw  on  these  sab- 
jects,  but  rather  obsenre  a  penetration  and  insight  which  does 
not  mark  their  ideas  and  conduct  in  generaL  Their  dim 
conceptions  of  religioos  truth  we  may  conjecture  to  be  some 
small  remnant  of  light  possessed  by  the  first  men,  and  pre- 
served through  the  progress  of  tradition,  which  in  propor- 
tion as  their  posterity  removed  to  a  distance  firom  the  seat 
of  civilization,  would  of  course  become  more  and  more  ob- 
acured  by  the  idle  fancies  of  superstition.  According  to  all 
accounts  of  the  North  Americans  and  Asiatic  Tartars,  their 
way  of  life,  manners,  and  opinions  coincide  in  a  great  mea- 
sure with  those  of  the  Greenlanders,  thoi^h  the  latter  in 
proportion  to  their  greater  isolation  and  farther  removal  to 
the  north,  have  lost  more  of  the  ideas  and  customs  of  their 
forefathers.  The  Greenlanders  may  also  have  obtained  some 
information  on  religious  subjects  from  the  old  Norwegian 
christians,  and  afterwards  have  foigotten  or  altered  it  ac- 
cording to  their  own  way  of  thinking;  especially  as  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Norwegians  were  in  all  probabili^  incorporated 
with  the  Aborigines  of  the  country. 

Similar  traditions  exist  among  them  concerning  the  crea- 
tion, the  end  of  the  world,  and  the  deluge,  which  are  in  part  not 
more  erroneous  and  contradictory  than  the  opinions  of  the 
Greeks  in  the  fieLbulous  ages.  We  shall  only  mention  a  few 
of  them.  The  first  man,  whom  they  called  Kallak,  rose 
out  of  the  earth,  and  soon  after,  a  woman  was  formed  out 
of  his  thumb,  firom  whom  sprang  the  whole  hiunan  race. 
To  the  latter  many  also  ascribe  the  origin  of  the  vegetable 
and  animal  creation.  The  woman  is  said  to  have  brought 
death  into  the  world,  by  saying,  **  Let  these  die,  that  those 
who  follow  after  may  have  room  to  live.''  A  Greenland 
woman  brought  forth  the  E^lunoBt  (foteignm)  and  some 
dogs  which  devoured  their  father.  One  of  these  foreigners 
having  used  contemptuous  expresttons  to  a  Greenlamier, 
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-  becaoaeheooiddstrilwnobixdsyWaslulledbythektteTm 
a  dart    A  war  immediately  took  place^  in  which  the  Green- 
landers  proved  victoriaiUi  and  exterminated  all  the  strangers. 
This  last  tradition  has  an  evident  allusion  to  the  massacte  of 
the  old  Norwegians,  for  whom  the  natives  harbour  such  a 
deep  rooted  hatred,  that  the  j  ascribe  their  origin  to  the  trans* 
formation  of  dogs  into  men.    Fishes  were  produced  from 
chips  of  wood  which  a  Gxeenlander  threw  into  the  sea.    Of 
the  deluge,  concerning  which  almost  every  heathen  nation 
has  some  notion,  the  missionaries  found  a  very  plain  tradi- 
tion among  the  Gieenlanders,  namely,  that  the  world  was 
turned  upside  down,  and  all  the  inhabitants  drowned,  with 
the  exception  of  those  who  were  transformed  into  spirits  of 
fire.    One  man  remained  alive,  who  afterwards  struck  the 
ground  with  a  stick,  upon  which  a  woman  rose  out  of  it,  and 
they  peopled  the  world  anew.    They  also  relate  that  foirther 
up  in  the  country,  where  no  men  have  ever  resided,  remains 
of  fiihes,  and  whalebone  are  to  be  found  on  the  top  of  a 
mountain,  from  which  they  justly  draw  the  conclusion,  that 
the  earth  has  been  covered  with  an  inundation. 

Of  the  end  of  the  world,  and  the  resurrection  of  the  dead, 
they  have  scarcely  any  idea.  Some  of  them,  however,  affirm 
that  souls  loiter  near  the  graves  of  the  bodies  which  they 
animated,  for  five  days.  The  latter  then  rise  again,  and 
pursue  the  same  course  of  life  in  another  world,  which  they 
were  accustomed  to  in  this.  They  therefore  always  lay  the 
hunting  implements  of  a  deceased  person  near  his  gmve. 
This  childish  opinion  is,  however,  ridiculed  by  more  ob« 
servant  Gieenlanders,  who  perceive  that  the  deceased  and 
his  weapons  remain  unmoved,  and  go  into  corruption  toge- 
ther. The  following  seems  to  bear  more  evident  marks  of  a  tra- 
dition relative  to  the  resurrection,  and  is  the  more  remarkable, 
as  it  involves  belief  in  a  superior  Being.  They  say,  that  af- 
ter the  death  of  the  whole  human  race,  the  solid  mass  of  the 
earth  will  be  shattered  into  small  fragments,  which  will  bo 
dcaied  by  a  mighty  deluge  from  the  blood  of  the  dead :  a 
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tempest  will  then  unite  the  purified  particles,  and  give  them 
a  more  beautiful  form,  the  new  world  will  not  be  a  wilder- 
ness  of  barren  rocks,  but  a  plain  clothed  with  everlasting 
Tcrdure,  and  covered  with  a  superfluity  of  animals ;  for  they 
believe  that  all  the  present  animal  creation  will  be  revivified. 
As  for  the  men,  Rrksoma,  i.  e.  He  that  is  above,  shall 
breathe  upon  them:  bilt  of  this  personage  they  can  give  no 
farther  account. 

Besides  the  soiil  of  man,  the  6retinlandei*s  speak  of  other 
g^reater  and  lesser  spirits,  which  bear  some  affinity  to  the 
gods  and  demi-gods  of  the  ancients.    Two  are  pfe-eminent, 
a  good  and  a  bad  divinity.    The  good  is  called  Tomgarsuk. 
He  is  the  oracle  of  the  Angekoks,  on  whose  account  they 
undertake  so  many  journeys  to  his  happy  subterranean  re- 
gions,  in  order  to  confer  with  him  about  diseases,  and  their 
cure,  fishing,  and  the  changes  of  the  weather^    Their  ac- 
counts of  his  person  diffet  very  much.    Acoording  to  some 
he  is  of  small  stature.    Some  affirm  that  he  re.sMible«  an  im» 
mense  white  bear ;  others  a  giant  with  one  arm ;  while  others 
again  contend  that  he  is  no  bigger  than  a  man^s  finger.    He 
is,  however,  allowed  by  all  to  be  immottal,  but  yet  might 
be  killed,  were  any  one  to  break  wind  in  a  house  where 
witchcraft  is  carrying  on. 

The  other  great  but  mischievous  spirit,  is  a  fem^e  with- 
out name.  Whether  she  is  Tomgarsuk^s  wife  or  his  mo« 
ther,  is  not  agreed.  The  naUves  of  the  north  believe,  that 
she  is  the  daughter  of  the  mighty  Angekok,  who  tore  Disko 
island  from  the  continent  neat  BaaVs  River,  and  towed  it 
an  hundred  miles  farther  north,  lliis  tiorthem  Proserpine 
lives  under  the  ocean,  in  a  large  house,  in  which  she  en- 
thrals all  the  sea-monsters  by  the  effidftcy  of  her  spells.  Sea- 
fowls  swim  about  in  the  tub  of  train  under  her  lamp.  The 
portals  ol  her  palace  are  guarded  by  rampant  seals  which  are 
exceedingly  vicious.  Yet  their  place  is  often  supplied  by  a 
large  dog,  which  nevor  sleeps  longer  than  a  second  at  a 
time,  and  can  consequently  rarelv  be  surprised.    When 
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there  is  a  scarcity  of  seals  and  fishes,  m  Angokok  mnst  mi* 
(lori^ke  a  journey  to  her  abode  for  a  hai^dsom^  reward.    Hii 
Tomgak  or  familiar  spirit,  who  has  preyionsly  ^ven  l^m  all 
prc^r  instructions,  conducts  him  iii  the  first  place  undep 
the  earth  or  sea.    He  then  passes  through  th^  kingdom  of 
souls,  who  i^nd  a  life  of  jollity  and  eaue.    Thar  progress 
is  soon  after  intercepted  by  a  firightiul  v^cjaiijf  over  which 
a  narrow  wheel  is  suspended,  and  whirls  round  with  won- 
derful rapidity.  When  he  has  been  forinqp^e  ip  getting  ovef 
the  Tomgak  leads  him  by  the  ha|i4  upop  a  ropo  stretched 
across  the  chasm,  and  through  tbp  semcry  <^  seals,  into  the 
plaeeoftbe  fury.    As  soon  as  she  aspieji  b^r  tpiiw^I/coQie 
guests,  abe  trembles   and  foams  with  rage  and  b^teas  to 
eet  on  fire  the  wing  of  a  sea-fowl,  for  the  stench  of  tbi^  wo^M 
enable  her  to  take  the  suffocated  Angekok  and  his  Torogak 
captives.     But  these  heroes  seize  her  before  she  can  effect 
the   fatal  fumigation,  pu)|  her  dpwp  by  tjie  hair,  and    strip 
her  of  her  filthy  aqiuietSj  which  by  their  occjult  powers  en- 
slave the  inhabitants  of  the  ocean.    The  endiantmeut  being 
dissolved,  the  captive  cic^tuses  directly  fuscend  to  the  sur- 
lier of  |t^  fea,  and  the  successful  champion  1^  no  diifficul- 
ti^  what^Vier  W  his  journey  back.  They  4p  Aof;  however  think, 
tliat  ^  i$  so  malicious  as  to  aim  at  making  mankind  eternally 
maeissJ^e^  and  therefore  do  not  describe  her  dwelling  as  a 
hall,  but  a  p^ace  abounding  in  the  necessaries  of  life ;  yet 
no  one  denres  to  be  near  her.    On  the  contrary,  they  greatl  j 
veqerate  Tmx^^arsuk  j  and  though  they  do  not  hold  him  to 
be  the  Aut^ior  of  the  Universe,  they  wish  after  death  to  go 
to  him  wd  ahare  in  his  affluence.    Many  Greenlanders, 
when  they  hear  of  God  and  his  Almighty  power  are  easily 
led  to  identify  him  with  Tomgarsuk.    The  very  etymology 
af  the  word  seems  to  denote  that  they  at  least  formerly  re- 
garded him  as  a  Divinity.    They  call  the  soul  of  man  Tatp- 
gek;  a  spirit  in  general  Tomgak;  a  greuX  spirit  in  their 
laiU;uage  is  Torqgarsoaki  which  is  abbreviated  into  Torp- 
ganw^    The  Indi^uis  of  Amerioa  also  generally  denominate 
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the  Divine  Being,  the  Great  Spirit,  in  contradistinction  to 
the  Monitu  or  lesser  spirits,  who  inhabit  all  creatures,  ani- 
mate and  inanimate.  They  honour  Tomgarsuk  as  much  as 
ancient  heathens  did  Jupiter,  Fluto,  or  their  other  jirincipal 
divinities,  yet  they  do  not  regard  him  as  that  Eternal  Being, 
to  whom  every  thing  owes  its  existence.  They  pay  him  no 
religious  honours  or  worsl^p,  regarding  him  as  much  too 
beneficent  a  being  to  require  any  propitiations,  bribes,  or 
intreaties;  though  it  cannot  well  be  construed  into  any 
thing  but  a  sacrifice,  when  a  Greenlander  lays  a  piece  of 
blubber  or  skin  near  a  large  stone,  very  often  part  of  the 
flesh  of  that  rein-deer,  which  is  the  first  fruits  of  the  chase. 
They  cannot  assign  any  other  reason  for  this  proceeding, 
except  that  their  ancestors  have  done  so  before  them,  in  or* 
der  to  ensure  success  in  hunting. 

No  one  but  an  Angekok  can  obtain  a  sight  of  the  greater 
spirits :  but  with  the  inferior  sort,  which  inhabit  all  the  elo^ 
ments,  most  pretend  to  have  some  acquaintance. 

In  the  air  dwells  a  certain  Innua,  (a  possessor,)  whom 
they  call  Innerterrirsok ;  the  forewamer,  because  he  informs 
the  Greenlanders,  through  the  medium  of  an  Angekok,  bom 
what  they  are  to  abstain,  if  they  wish  to  be  fortunate.  Their 
Erloersortok  also  inhabits  the  air,  and  lies  in  wait  for 
those  souls  which  pass  upwards,  in  order  to  take  out  their 
entrails  and  devour  them.  He  is  described  to  be  as  lean, 
gloomy,  and  cruel  as  a  Saturn.  The  Kongeusetokit  are 
marine  spirits :  they  catch  and  devour  the  foxes,  who  fre- 
quent the  strand  in  order  to  catch  fish.  There  are  also  spi- 
rits of  the  fire  called  Ingnersoit,  who  inhabit  the  rocks  on 
the  sea-shore,  and  appear  in  the  form  of  the  meteor,  vul- 
garly called  jack- with-a-lan thorn.  They  are  said  to  have 
been  the  inhabitants  of  the  world  before  the  dduge.  When 
the  earth  was  turned  roimd  and  immersed  in  water,  they 
changed  themselves  into  flames,  and  took  refuge  among  the 
rocks.  They  frequently  steal  away  men  from  the  strand, 
in  order  to  have  companions,  and  treat  them  very  kindlj. 
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The  Tunnersoit  and  Innuarolit  are  moiwtain  spirits;  the 
former  six  eUs,  and  the  latter  only  six  inches  long,  but  at  die 
same  time  exceedingly  clever.  These  latter  are  said  to  hare 
taught  the  Europeans  their  arts.  The  Erkiglit  are  warlike 
spirits,  and  cruel  enemies  of  mankind ;  but  inhabit  only  tihe 
east  side  of  the  country,  and  are  perhaps  meant  to  signify 
the  remnant  of  the  ancient  Normans.  Sillagiksartok  is  the 
.£olus  of  Greenland.  He  dwells  upon  an  ice-field,  and  re- 
gulates the  weather.  I'he  water  has  its  peculiar  spirits; 
and  when  the  Greenlanders  meet  with  an  unknown  spring, 
in  case  there  is  no  Angekok  at  hand,  the  oldest  man  in  the 
company  must  first  drink  of  it,  in  order  to  rid  the  water  of 
any  malicious  spirits.  When  certain  meats  prove  detrimen- 
tal to  any  one,  especially  to  women  who  are  grenX  with  child, 
and  have  infants  at  their  breasts,  the  Nerrim  Innuet,  (mas- 
ters of  diet,)  are  blamed  for  enticing  them  to  e^it  contrary 
to  the  rules  of  abstinence.  Both  the  sun  and  moon  are  inha- 
bited by  their  separate  spirits  who  were  formerly  men ;  and 
the  air  itself  is  a  spiritual  intelligence  which  men  may  irri- 
tate by  criminal  conduct,  and  apply  to  for  counsel ;  a  notion 
which  can  surely  not  excite  much  surprise  amongst  those, 
who,  according  to  the  fashion  of  the  day,  are  accustomed 
to  call  upon  the  heavens  for  their  direction  and  blessing. 
If  a  man  of  some  genius  would  undertake  to  reduce  the 
Greenlandic  superstitions  to  a  regular  system,  they  might 
perhaps  rival  the  mythology  of  the  Greeks  and  Romans^  in 
every  thing  but  its  obscenity. 

The  Greenlanders  also  relate  many  stories  of  ghosts,  and 
imagine  that  all  monstrous  births  are  changed  into  bugbears, 
which  scare  away  the  birds  and  seals.  Ihe  Angekoks  alone 
can  see  such  a  spirit  or  Anjiak  and  seize  it  in  the  air.  When 
engaged  in  this  kind  of  hunting,  they  must  be  blindfolded, 
and  as  soon  as  they  have  made  themselves  sure  of  their 
game,  either  tear  it  to  pieces  or  devour  it  immediatdy. 

That  they  also  believe  in  apparitions  of  the  dead,  is  plaili 
from  the  following  well  authenticated  relation. 
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A  boy  while  playing  in  a  field  at  nooii-day»  was  Buddtdy 
•eised  by  his  mother,  who  had  been  buried  in  the  place*  and 
addressed  in  words  like  these :  ^*  Fear  not ;  I  am  thy  mo- 
ther, and  love  you  much ;  you  will  come  to  strange  people 
who  will  instruct  you  in  the  knowledge  of  him  who  created 
heaven  and  earth,  fte."  Hie  story  was  rdated  by  the  boy 
himself  to  a  missionary  after  his  baptism,  and  oonfirmed  by 
many  others. 

A  Greenlander  previous  to  assuming  the  office  of  Angi^- 
kok,  or  diviner,  must  procure  one  of  the  spirits  of  the  ele- 
ments for  his  Tomgak  or  familiar.  Marvellous  tales, 
framed  to  support  the  belief  of  a  real  intevoouise  with  spi. 
lits,  are  related  of  the  manner  in  which  this  illi4>8e  takes 
place*  The  aspirant  must  retire  for  a  time  into  a  desert, 
cut  off  from  the  society  of  every  human  being,  and  spend 
his  solitude  in  profound  meditation,  or  in  invoking  Tom* 
garsuk  to  send  him  a  Tomgak.  This  separation  from  man- 
kmd,  his  fasting  and  emaciation  of  body,  toged^r  with  the 
severe  exercises  of  his  mind,  throw  the  imaginative  faculty 
into  disorder ;  and  various  figures  of  men,  beasts,  and  mons- 
ters, swim  before  his  disturbed  brain.  He  really  supposes 
these  to  be  real  spiritual  existences,  since  he  thinks  of  no- 
fiungelse, and  this  throws  Ms  body  into  violent  convulsions, 
which  he  labours  to  cherish  and  augment  Some  who  are 
destined  to  the  art  fiom  infancy,  disting^shed  by  a  parti- 
cular dress,  and  instructed  by  celebrated  masters,  find  lit- 
tle difficulty  in  the  initiation.  Several  however  give  out 
tliat  they  sit  down  on  a  large  stone,  invoke  Tamgarsuk, 
afid  tell  him  their  desire.  On  his  appearance  the  aspirant 
duieks  out  and  dies,  and  lies  dead  for  three  whole  days,  at 
the  «nd  of  which  time  lie  comes  to  life,  and  receives  Tom- 
gak, who,  on  his  desire,  instils  into  him  all  power  and  know^ 
ledge,  and  conducts  him  on  his  journey  to  heaven  and  hell. 
This  expedition  can  be  made  only  m  the  end  of  the  year. 
Ike  way  is  shortest  in  winter  when  the  nights  axe  loi^  and 
dark,  and  the  rainbow,  which  is  their  first  heaven,  preee&li. 
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itfldf  hi  the  ^recitest  proi^imity  to  the  earth.    The  Aogeko 
b^;uie  die  eeiemony  with  dramming,  aad  whiik  fahmBel 
found  with  frightful  aontortiona^  till  hit  fineune  is  exhauatedp 
and  hie  sjpiiite  worked  up  to  the  proper  pitah  ct  enthueiacm. 
He  is  then  led  to  the  entiy  of  the  house;  one  of  his  pupila 
ties  his  head  between  his  legs>  and  lis  hands  behind  his 
back;  aU  the  lamps  are  extinguished,  and  the  windows 
dosed.    No  one  must  witness  his  in  erview  with  the  spi« 
tit,  nor  move  a  finger  while  it  is  going  on,  lest  the  spirit 
should  be  disturbed,  or  rather,  lest  the  fraud  should  be  do* 
iected.    After  beginning  a  song,  in  which  all  join,  ha 
groans,  and  puffs,  and  foams  with  great  perturbation,  de«^ 
manding  his  familiar,  who  is  frequently  yeiy  slow  to  coma* 
If  the  Tomgak  absolutdy  refuses  to  make  his  appearanocy 
the  soul  of  the  wizard  sets  out  to  fetch  him.    After  a  short 
absence  he  returns  with  a  loud  laugh  of  joy,  accompanied 
as  a  sensible  European,  who  had  several  times  been  present) 
declared,  with  a  rustling  resembling  the  noise  of  birds  fly* 
ing  over  the  roof,  and  then  swooping  down  into  the  house. 
If,  however,  the  Tomgak  comes  voluntarily,  he  remains 
without  at  the  entrance  of  the  avenue ;  and  there  the  An* 
gekok  consults  him  on  any  subject,  respecting  which  the 
Greenlanders  wish  for  information*    Two  different  voices 
are  distinctly  heard,  the  one  on  the  outside  of  the  housC}  the 
other  within.  '  The  answer  is  always  dark  and  ambiguous. 
The  hearers  unravel  it  amongst  themselves,  and  if  they  ara 
not  unanimous  in  their  explanation,  they  beg  the  TcNcngak  to 
give  the  Angekok  a  dearer  response.    A  strange  Tomgak 
sometimes  comes,  whom  neither  the  Angekok  nor  the  audi- 
tors can  understand ;  so  that  the  answer  requires  as  much 
labour  to  develope  it  as  those  of  the  Delphic  oiade,  and 
leaves  sufficient  room  for  the  sorcerer  to  exculpate  himsaK^ 
however  the  prediction  turns  out. 

But  if  his  commission  extends  finther,  be  soars  aloft  witb 
his  Tomgak  on  a  long  string,  up  to  the  realm  of  soul^ 
whete  he  holds  a  short  conference  with  the  Attgekok  PogUk^ 
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the  fat  or  fBUOoouB  sages,  and  learns  the  fate  of  a  sick  patient; 
or  even  brings  him  back  a  new  soul ;  or  else  he  wings  his 
way  downwards  to  the  Goddess  o£  Hell,  and  liberates  the 
animals  detained  by  enchantmenu  But  he  soon  returns, 
and  haying  found  means  to  disengage  himself  from  his  let- 
ters, begins  to  howl  and  drum  most  hideously*  He  then 
relates  all  that  he  has  seen  and  heard,  though  panting  for 
breath,  like  one  quite  jaded  with  his  excursions.  After, 
wards  he  strikes  up  a  song,  and  going  round  the  assembled 
circle,  gives  each  his  touch  or  benediction.  The  lamps  are 
now  lighted,  and  the  Angekok  is  seen  with  a  pale  bewil- 
dered look,  and  in  a  state  of  such  exhaustion  that  he  can 
scarcely  articulate. 

.  It  is  not  every  probationer  that  succeeds  in  this  art,  and 
one  who  has  drummed  ten  times  in  vain  for  his  Tomgak 
must  resign  his  office.  But  the  successful  conjurer  may, 
after  a  certain  period,  assume  the  dignity  of  Angekok  Pog- 
lik.  The  candidate  must  lie  in  a  dark  house  unbound,  and 
after  he  has  intimated  his  wishes  by  sing^g  and  drumming, 
if  he  is  thought  worthy  by  Tomgarsuk,  though  few  attain 
to  this  high  honour,  a  white  bear  comes  and  drags  him 
away  by  the  toe  into  the  sea.  There  he  is  devoured  by 
this  bear  and  a  walrus,  who,  however,  soon  vomit  him  up 
again  into  his  own  dark  chamber,  and  his  spirit  re-ascends 
from  the  earth,  to  animate  the  body*  And  now  the  mighty 
sorcerer  is  complete.  * 

The  coarse  imposture  of  the  whole  process  is  palpably 
manifest,  and  has,  in  many  instances,  been  made  apparent 
to  the  Greenlanders  themselves.  But  though  the  majority 
of  their  Angekoks  are  doubtlessly  mere  jugglers,  the  class 
includes  a  few  persons  of  real  talent  and  penetration,  and 
perhaps  a  greater  number  of  genuine  phantasts,  whose  un- 
derstanding  has  been  subverted  by  the  influence  of  some 
impression  strongly  working  on  their  fervid  imagination. 

Those  sensible  individuals  who  are  best  entitled  to  the 
name  of  wise-men,  or  Anirekoks.  for  the  import  of  the  word 
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is  great  and  wise,  haTe,  either  firom  the  iostraetions  of  their 
fctherSy  or  from  their  own  observation  and  long  experiencei 
acquired  a  nsefbl  knowledge  of  nature,  which  enables  them 
to  givo  a  pretty  confident  opinion,  to  snch  as  consult  them 
on  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  the  success  of  tibeir  fishery. 
They  discover  equal  sagacity  in  their  treatment  of  the  sick, 
whose  spirits  they  keep  up  by  charms  and  amulets,  while, 
as  long  as  tiiey  have  any  hopes  of  recovery,  they  prescribe 
a  judicious  regimen.  Thdir  unblameable  deportment  and 
superior  inteHigence,  have  made  them  the  oracles  of  their 
countrymen,  and  they  may  be  deservedly  considered  as  the 
physicians,  phflosophers,  and  moralists  of  Greenland. 

Persons  of  this  class,  when  put  to  the  question  by  Euro- 
peans, avow  the  falsehood  of  their  apparitions,  converse 
with  spirits,  and  all  the  mummery  connected  with  it;  but 
still  they  appeal  to  their  ancient  traditions  for  the  truth  of 
revelations  made  to  their  forefathers,  and  miraculous  cures 
which  they  performed  by  a  certain  sympathy.  With  regard 
to  their  own  practice,  they  readily  admit  that  their  inter- 
course with  the  spiritual  world,  is  merely  a  pretence  to  de- 
ceive the  simple,  and  that  their  frightful  gesticulations  are 
necessary  to  sustain  their  credit,  and  give  weight  to  their 
prescriptions. 

Still  there  are  many,  even  of  those  that  have  renounced 
these  impostures  along  with  heathenism,  who  aver  that  they 
have  frequently  been  thrown  into  supernatural  trances,  and 
that  in  this  state  a  succession  of  images  appeared  before 
them,  which  they  took  for  revelations,  but  that  afterwards, 
the  whole  scene  appeared  like  a  dream.  A  strong  imagina-* 
lion  may  easily  produce  a  world  of  fanciful  conceits.  Many 
of  the  Greenlanders  are  strongly  inclined  to  dream,  and 
things  which  had  never  entered  into  their  waking  thoughts, 
are  presented  to  them  in  sleep,  with  all  the  liveliness  of  real- 
ity. And  who  will  say  that  the  prince  of  darkness  may  not 
countenance  these  lying  arts,  to  confer  honour  on  his  useful 
instruments,  and  assist  them  to  delude  a  poor  and  ignorant 
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nee?  So  much  is  eertain  that  Angekoks  who  h«f0  laid 
•mle  their  profesnon  in  the  waters  of  baptism»  while  they 
icknowledge  that  the  main  part  is  a  tissue  of  firaud  and  im- 
posture, are  steadfast  in  asserting,  that  there  is  an  inter- 
fivence  of  some  supernatural  agency ;  somethiog  which  they 
now  indeed  abhor,  but  are  unable  to  describe. 

The  bulk  of  these  diviners  are,  however,  baxefSou^  im- 
postois,  who  pretend  to  have  the  power  of  bringing  on,  and 
driving  away  diseases,  enchanting  arrows,  exorcising  spi- 
rits, bestowing  blessings,  and  of  performing  a  whole  cata- 
logue of  similar  feats.  The  dread  excited  by  these,  ima- 
gined powers  of  good  and  evil,  procures  them  a  formidable 
name,  and  an  ample  reward  for  their  services.  These  ^r^ 
oerers  mutter  a  charm  over  a  sick  man,  and  blow  upon  him 
that  he  may  recover;  or  they  fetch  him  a  healthy  soul, 
and  breathe  it  into  him ;  or  they  confine  themselves  to  a 
simple  prediction  of  life  or  death.  For  this  purpose  they 
tie  a  bandage  round  the  head,  by  which  they  raise  it  up  and 
let  it  fall :  if  it  feels  light,  the  patient  will  recover ;  if  it  is 
heavy,  he  will  die.  In  the  same  manner  they  inquire  the 
iate  of  a  hunter  who  has  stayed  unusually  long  at  sea :  they 
bind  the  head  of  the  nearest  relation,  and  Uft  it  up  by  a  stick ; 
a  tub  of  water  is  pinced  beneath,  and  there  they  behold  the 
absentee  either  overturned  inbiskajak,  or  rowmg  on  in  his 
erect  posture.  They  will  also  cite  the  soul  of  a  man,  whom 
they  wish  to  injure,  to  appear  before  them  in  the  dark,  and 
wound  it  with  a  spear,  upon  which  their  enemy  must  con- 
sume away  by  a  slow  disease.  The  company  present  will 
pretend  to  recognize  the  man  by  his  voice. 

Such  malevolent  wizards  as  pride  themselves  most  upon 
their  power  of  doing  mischief,  are  called  Illiseetsok.  Many 
old  hags,  who  have  no  other  chance  of  supporting  them- 
selves, likewise  carry  on  this  profession.  They  are  par- 
ticularly skilful  in  sucking  out  of  a  swelled  1^,  lumps  of 
hair,  and  scraps  of  leather,  with  which  they  have  previously 
filled  their  mouths. 
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These  bunglerB  h^y  Heady  bmnglit  the  wliole  eiaft  bM 
dttgmoef  pMTtieolaily  sitice  tibo  miirioinariet  have  expoaad 
so  many  glaring  inttanoei  of  fiand  i  ao  thai  a  Gfaenlaadar 
has  fiometimea  been  eouiagaow  eimigh  to  aeica  the  Aoga* 
kok  during  hii  Jooney  to  hell»  and  tbvour  him  oat  of  tfaa 
boose.  Yet  since  they  havedbaerred  many  cases  in  whish 
the  predictions  of  the  genoine  Angekoks  have  been  verified^ 
and  that  taany  patients^  whose  lives  have  been  channed» 
have  feooversd,  as  in  case  oS  a  misoatriage,  tha  Uame  is 
easily  thnmn  npon  the  ambiguity  of  the  ofade,  or  the  mia* 
chievoos  interposition  of  one  of  the  lUiseetBok  |  and  as  these 
last,  when  brought  out  to  sufiSsr  dealhi  stannoUy  voftisa  to 
betray  Aeir  craft  by  a  confession  of  decett,  dying  like  mar- 
tyrs for  their  oecnlt  art,  the  Angekoks  have  still  so  much  in» 
flnence  over  the  greater  part  of  their  countrymen,  that  those 
who  ridicule  their  juggling  tricks,  implicitly  follow  their 
wliimsical  prescriptions,  thinking  that  if  they  are  usd^ss, 
they  will  at  least  do  no  harm. 

The  prescriptions  of  the  Angekoks  relate  either  to  certain 
amulets,  or  to  a  course  of  diet,  which  includes  the  healthy 
as  well  as  the  sick.  Women  in  child*bed  have  particuhudy 
much  to  observe.  They  dare  not  eat  in  the  open  air:  no 
one  else  must  drink  at  their  water*tub,  or  light  a  match  at 
their  lamp,  nor  must  they  themselves  boil  any  thing  over  it 
for  a  long  time.  Their  meals  must  consist  of  what  their  own 
husbands  have  caught:  the  fish  must  be  eaten  before  the 
meat,  and  the  bones  are  not  to  be  thrown  out  of  the  house. 
The  husband  must  abstain  for  several  weeks  from  all  pur* 
suits  except  the  necessary  fishing.  The  ostensible  reason  of 
tibese  restrictions  is  to  prevent  the  death  of  the  child,  though 
it  is  plain  that  they  were  originally  invented  for  tibe  conve- 
nience and  preservation  of  the  feeble  mother. 

Abstinence  from  food  and  labour  of  eertam  kinds  is  liko* 
wise  enjoined  to  young  maidens^  who  have  the  misfortune  to 
be  smled  by  the  endure  of  the  ami  or  moon,  or  more  propedy 
speaking  of  a  bird  flying  over -head.   Tboae  who  neglaet 
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these  precautions  are  liable  to  some  mischance,  perbapsy 
even  the  loss  of  their  honour  or  lives :  besides,  the  Tom- 
gak  of  the  air  might  be  provoked  on  their  account  to  raise 
stormy  weather.  The  men  never  sell  a  seal  on  the  day  it  is 
caughty  and  they  always  keep  back  the  head  or  some  other 
part,  if  it  be  but  a  few  bristles  from  the  beard,  lest  they 
should  forfeit  their  luck. 

Their  amulets  or  pendants  are  so  various  that  one  con- 
jurer laughs  at  another's*  They  consist  of  an  old  piece  of 
wood,  a  stone,  a  bone,  or  the  beak  and  claws  of  a  bird, 
hung  round  the  neck,  or  a  thong  of  leather  tied  round  the 
forehead,  breast,  or  arms. 

These  potent  charms  are  preservatives  against  spectres, 
diseases,  and  death;  they  confer  prosperity,  and  they  es- 
pecially save  children  from  losing  their  souls  in  thunder 
storms,  or  panic  terrors.  A  rag  or  shoe  of  an  European  hung 
about  their  children,  instils  into  them  some  portion  of  Eu- 
ropean skill  and  ability.  They  are  particularly  eager  to  get 
an  European  to  blow  upon  them.  When  they  set  out  on 
the  whale-fishery,  they  must  not  only  be  neatly  dressed, 
but  the  lamps  in  their  tents  must  be  extinguished,  that  the 
shy  whale  may  not  be  frighted.  The  boat^s  prow  must  be 
adorned  with  a  fox's  head,  and  the  harpoon  with  an  eagle's 
beak.  In  the  rein-deer  chase,  they  throw  away  a  piece  of 
flesh  for  the  ravens.  The  heads  of  their  seals  must  not  be 
fractured  nor  thrown  into  the  sea,  but  piled  up  before  the 
door  of  the  house,  lest  the  souls  of  the  seals  should  be  in- 
censed and  scare  away  the  rest,  or  perhaps  that  their  own 
vanity  may  be  gratified  by  these  trophies  of  their  valour. 
The  kajak  is  frequently  adorned  with  a  small  model  of  a 
kajak,  containing  a  miniature  image  of  a  man  bearing  a 
sword ;  sometimes  with  a  dead  sparrow  or  snipe,  a  piece  of 
wood,  a  stone,  feathers,  or  hair,  to  ward  off  danger.  Bui 
it  is  observed,  that  those  who  chiefly  make  use  of  these 
charms,  are  in  general  the  most  unfortunate,  since  they  are 
either  unskilful  persons,  and  therefore  timid«  or  so  secure 
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In  their  saperstitioii,  they  needlesdy  run  into  danger.  A 
▼Irtue  is  supposed  to  lie  in  foxs*  teeth  which  is  powerM 
enough  to  extract  all  noxious  humours. 

The  Greenlanders  likewise  use  pendants  for  mere  oma* 
ment ;  and  some  tie  strings  round  the  arms  or  legs  of  their 
chfldren,  to  ascertain  their  growth. 

Greenland  is  well  known  as  the  most  northern  tract  of 
land  lying  between  Europe  and  America ;  and  considering 
its  vast  extent,  compared  with  the  small  part  as  yet  known 
to  Europeans,  may  be  justly  numbered  among  the  unex- 
plored regions  of  the  north.  Various  navigators  have 
coasted  it  from  the  most  southern  point,  the  promontory  ol 
Farewell,  in  lat  59*,  proceeding  in  a  north-easterly  direc- 
tion towards  Spitzbergen,  as  far  as  80*  north  latitude,  and 
towards  the  north  or  north-west  as  far  as  lat  78*.  No  ves- 
sel, however,  has  hitherto  gained  its  northern  extremity,  so 
that  it  cannot  be  determined  with  any  degree  of  oertainty, 
whether  it  be  an  island  or  connected  with  some  other  conti- 
nent. That  it  is  joined  towards  the  east  to  Spitzbergen, 
Nova  Zembla,  or  the  north  of  Tartary,  was  only  a  vague 
conjecture  which  has  been  exploded  by  the  discoveries  of 
the  Dutch  and  Russians.  Another  supposition,  that  it  ter- 
minates on  the  north-west  in  America,  admits  of  being  sup- 
ported by  much  jjcloto  probable  arguments.  In  the  first 
places,  Davis^s  Strait,  or  more  properly  Baffin's  Bay,  is 
known  gradually  to  contract  towards  the  north;  and  the 
shore,  though  generally  high  where  it  borders  on  the  open 
sea,  flattens  as  we  advance  nearer  the  pole.  Again,  the 
tide,  which  near  Cape  Farewell,  or  even  Cockin^s  Soind, 
lat  05*,  rises  at  new  and  full  moon  more  than  18  feet  sel* 
dom  exceeds  two  fathoms  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Disko, 
and  as  we  proceed  still  farther  north,  entirely  disappears. 

To  these  reasons  may  be  added  the  testimony  of  the  Graen-^ 
landers  themselves,  though  not  much  to  be  relied  upon* 
According  to  their  accounts,  the  strait  at  last  becomes  so 
narrow,  that  the  natives  of  one  coast  may  be  heard  by  thdr 
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neighboius  on  the  other;  and  that  were  it  not  for  the  rapi- 
diQr  of  the  currentt  which  sets  in  a  southerly  direetioQ 
through  the  middle,  they  would  even  be  able  to  visit  each 
other. 

The  name  Greenland  was  first  given  to  the  east  side  by 
its  discoverers,  the  Norwegians  and  Icelanders,  on  account 
of  its  uncommonly  verdant  appearance.  Iliis  side,  gene- 
rally called  ancient  or  Lost  Grreenland,  is  at  present  un- 
known ;  since,  owing  to  the  prodigious  quantities  of  float- 
ing ice,  none  are  able  to  approach  it 

The  tales  of  Icelandic  writers,  who  describe  in  glowing 
colours  the  fertility  of  ancient  Grreenland,  with  the  beauty 
of  its  villages  and  churches,  are  generally  considered  to  be 
completely  chimericaL  However,  it  ought  to  be  mentioned, 
that  traces  of  a  superior  state  of  cultivation  have  been  ob- 
served also  on  the  west  coast :  and  remnants  axe  still  to  be 
seen  there  of  dwelling  houses  and  churches«  probably  erected 
by  the  Norwegians;  so  that  in  this  respect  it  may  have 
been  no  way  inferior  to  the  more  famous  eastern  side. 

West  Grreenland  is  inhabited  by  Europeans  between  the 
92d  and  71st  degrees  of  north  latitude,  and  has  sometimes 
been  erroneously  termed  by  voyagers  Davis*s  Strait,  which 
again  has  not  unfrequently  been  confounded  with  the  whole 
arm  of  the  sea  separating  Greenland  from  America.  Davis^s 
Strait,  properly  so  called,  is  only  that  narrow  channel, 
about  40  leagues  broad,  between  the  promontory  of  Wal- 
singham  on  James's  island  in  North  America,  and  South 
Bay  in  Greenland ;  and  extends  from  lat  71*  as  far  as  Disko 
island. 

It  is  called  after  John  Davis,  an  Englishman,  who  dis- 
covered it  while  endeavouring  to  find  the  nortL-west  pas* 
sage,  and  has  since  that  time  been  visited  by  various 
nations,  on  account  of  the  whale-fishery ;  especially  by  the 
Dutch  and  English^  who  have  furnished  the  best  outlines 
cxf  the  coast. 

The  shore^  on  this  ode,  is  high,  rugged,  and  banrni 
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rifling  close  to  the  water^s  edge,  into  tremendous  precipices 
and  lofty  mountains,  crowned  with  inaccessible  cliflGs,  which 
may  be  seen  from  the  sea  at  the  distance  of  a  hundred  milea. 
In  these  respects,  it  bears  some  similarity  to  the  coast  of 
Norway,  with  this  difference,  that  the  Norwegian  moun* 
tains  are  clothed  with  wood,  and  rise  with  a  more  gradual 
ascent. 

\  An  the  Greenland  hills,  except  where  the  rocks  are  smooth 
and  perpendicular,  are  covered  with  eternal  ice  and  snow, 
which  accumulate  particularly  on  elevated  flats,  entirely  filling 
many  valleys,  and  in  all  probability  increasing  from  year  to 
year.  Those  rock^  on  which  the  snow  cannot  lie  appear 
at  a  distance  of  a  dusky-grey  colour,  and  without  any  signs 
of  vegetation ;  but  upon  nearer  inspection  they  are  foimd  to 
be  streaked  with  numerous  veins  of  coloured  stone,  with  hare 
and  there  a  little  earth,  which  affords  a  scanty  nourishment 
to  some  hardy  species  of  heath.  The  valleys,  which  contain 
several  small  brooks  and  ponds,  are  overgrown  with  a  sort 
of  low  brush-wood. 

The  whole  coast  is  indented  with  a  series  of  deep  bays  or 
fiordes,  which  penetrate  a  great  way  into  the  land,  and  are 
sprinkled  with  innumerable  islands,  of  various  dimensions, 
and  the  most  fantastical  shapes. 

Of  so  wild  a  country,  only  thinly  inhabited  on  the  coast, 
a  long  geographical  description  would  be  needless.  It  may, 
however,  be  proper  to  give  a  brief  account  of  the  principal 
places,  as  they  lie  in  order  along  the  shore,  obtained  chi^y 
from  a  merchant  who  resided  a  great  number  of  years  in  tbe 
country. 

The  majority  of  the  Greenland  nation  Kve  between  Staa- 
tenhuk  and  lat.  62* ;  or,  as  the  natives  usually  express  it, 
in  the  south.  In  this  part  of  Gireenland  no  Europeans  have 
settled,  so  that  it  is  but  very  partially  known. 

Farther  north  the  first  place  deserving  notice  is  tibe  colony 
of  Fredericshaab,  founded  in  tbe  year  1749  by  Jacob  Senv 
rin,  a  Danish  merchants  upon  a  projecting  point  of  land 
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called  by  the  Greenlanders  Pamiut  or  a  tail.  It  is  an  dl* 
gible  place  for  trade»  and  posseeseB  a  good  haitK>fir,  aboat 
a  mile  distant  firom  the  open  sea.  On  an  island  to  which 
the  merchant  vessels  resort,  many  Greenlanders  have  fixed 
their  abodei  as  they  find  there  abundance  of  seals  and  rein- 
deer. Three  ;^leagoes  north  of  Fcedericshaab  is  a  bay 
abounding  in  capelins  and  herrings. 

At  a  distance  of  about  nine  leagues  firom  the  colony  is  the 
weU-known  ice-blink«  It  consists  of  a  large  and  elevated 
dieet  of  ice^  casting  by  its  reflection  a  brightness  over  the 
sky,  similar  to  the  northern  lights,  which  may  be  seen  at  a 
gfeat  distance  from  the  sea.  The  mouth  of  the  adjoining 
bay  or  fiorde,  is  blocked  up  by  ice  driven  out  by  the  efflux 
of  the  tide,  and  so  wonderfully  piled  up  by  the  waves,  that 
the  spaces  between  the  islands  are  completely  vaulted  over, 
and  the  whole  presents  the  sublime  spectacle  of  a  stupen- 
dous bridge  of  ice,  of  eighteen  miles  long  and  four  and  three 
quarters  broad.  Under  the  arches  of  the  bridge,  which  are 
from  twenty  to  sixt^  yards  high,  boats  may  enter  the  har- 
bour, though  threatened  with  destruction  by  the  masses  im- 
pending bom  above.  Large  pieces  of  ice  also,  detached 
fiDom  the  mountains,  are  frequently  driven  through  by  the 
tide.  When  the  Ghreenlanders  wish  to  fish  in  this  bay,  they 
carry  their  kajaks  over  land,  and  then  find  an  open  sheet  of 
water,  twelve  leagues  long  and  about  one  in  breadth. 

The  remains  of  Grreenland  houses  are  found  along  the 
shores,  whence  may  be  concluded  that  the  mouth  of  the  bay 
has  not  always  been  dosed.  The  points  of  land  which  run 
out  a  great  way  into  the  sea,  on  both  sides  of  the  ice^blink, 
consist  of  banks  of  sand  so  fine  and  light,  that  when  agi- 
tated by  the  gentlest  breeae,  H  darkens  the  air  like  a  cloud, 
and  fills  the  eyes  and  moaths  of  all  who  approach  within 
eight  leagues  of  the  shore. 

About  twenty  leagues  finom  the  colony  there  is  an  opening 
in  the  land,  called  in  the  maps  Beards  Sound,  thfough 
^ich  many  suppose  that  there  is  a  passage  to  the  east  ni^ 
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*0  xottfaMi  ^  old  Nonr^giflB'  fcnOdh^i  Aiie  lioMid  oh  Mi 

dbiMib "  ■  •  '  .  ill.' 

m,  which  h$B  m  eommMleatidtt'  wilb  the  sea^  (Bit  h%h  ^rftiM>/ 
hy  iheans  of  two  nanowdmimelfti  in  springs  speckled  toife 
fleok  in.  great  nnmben  to  this  lak^and  areeari!^  takien-hj 
the  Gieetaliaidmi  in  ni  ebbHide.  - 

In  ladtode  flizlj^lhtee  d^pwea,  and  twenty  leagues  north 
of  Fredericshaab,  there  is  a  nanow  bay  called  Fl8h4M^9 
fimm  its^NMifeBimng  a  great  farietj  of  fish  Near  its  motfth 
«0  two:  couriderBble  idandsi  on  one  of  which  is  a  Idfy 
iMmntaini  by  comparing  which  with  the  cii^raanjac^t  Sunt, 
nuts  theGieeiilandera  trace  their  way  to  the  bays  frequented 
by  seals. 

Farther  up  in  the  bay,  ruins  are  found,  and  among  them 
pieces  of  a  metal  similar  to  bronze,  probably  fragments  of 
bells  used  in  the  old  Norw^an  churches.  Eight  miles 
farther  north  lies  Inuuksuk^  a  Grreenland  place  of  residence ; 
and  again  twelye  miles  farther,  the  Groede  Fiorde,  also  fie- 
qnented  by  Greenlanders.  At  a  short  distance  from  theneo 
is  a  large  creek,  with  an  even,  sandy  shore,  which,  on  ac« 
eonnd  of  iti  ^tent  and  flatness,  is  called  the  muster-plaeey 
but  at  piesent  uniidiabited.  Here  the  trade  of  the  lodgie- 
nuty  be  said  to  terminate. 

Next  in  order  come  the  islands  of  KeUingeit,  which  He' 
within  the  sphere  of  trade  of  the  colony  at  GrodhsiA. 
Seek  are  caught  here  in  great  abundance,  as  they  may  be 
easily  interoepted  in  the  narrow  channd  between  the  isbuods. 
live  leagues  from  honce  is  Merkoitsok,  and  the  Buxe  Fiords^ 
a  -Dutch  harbour,  where  roving  Greenlanders  frequency 
si>end  the  winter.  The  island  KdEngaisoak,  twelve  milee- 
tedior  north)  was  fonnerly  wefl^fMopled,  aiid  is  only  a  dteit- 
^httlBnce  firom  the  rivar- Kasiak,  om  the  banks  of  which  mmf- 
SitenlaBders  Btffl  vMd^ 

Abeat  four  miles  ftoin  Kaiiak»  dMla4;«  A^ 

a  12  911 
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thirteen  leagues  in  Jengtli  and  three  in  breadth,  penetnUp 
inio  the  land  in  a  north-eaaterly  direction.  Qose  by  ita 
month  is  the  Priester  Fiorde,  so  called  because  the  first 
missJanary^  Mr.  Egede,  had  proposed  settling  a  colony 
iberef  on  account  of  the  abundance  of  gprass  and  underwood 
in  the  place.  The  rein*deer  and  seal-hunt  in  the  Amaralik 
Iiotde  is  Tery  productiFO.  In  the  adjacent  country  there 
are  ruins  of  old  Norwegian  villages,  with  abundance  of  free* 
stone,  and  Teins  of  red  granite ;  but  very  lew  Greenlanders 
reside  in  the  neighbourhood. 

A  few  miles  farther  is  the  Hiorte  Tak,  or  Stag's  Horn. 
TUs  is  the  highest  mountain  in  the  neighbourhood,  perhaps 
in  the  whole  country.  The  highest  of  its  peaks  is  visible 
fiom  the  sea,  at  the  distance  of  one  hundred  miles  and  up- 
waids,  and  owing  to  its  steepness  is  free  from  snow,  except 
in  the  hollows.  This  mountain  is  a  beacon  to  navigators, 
and  a  weatber-gnide  to  the  Grreenlanders ;  for  when  a  tem- 
pest threatens,  from  the  south,  its  summits  are  enveloped 
in  a  light  mist. 

Proceeding  northwards  under  the  Malina  and  Kyper  or 
partridge  mountains,  is  Grodhaab,  the  third  colony,  laU  64* 
14^  about  seventy  miles  north  of  Fisher's  Lodge.  It  is  8i«- 
taated  in  Ball's  River,  a  bay  which  runs  into  the  land  in  a 
north-westerly  direction,  sixty  or  seventy  miles  in  lengthf 
reckoning  from  the  islands  in  its  estuary.  These  islands  lie 
dose  together  to  the  number  of  some  hundreds,  within  a 
compass  of  four  leagues.  The  remotest  of  them  are  called 
KookSmen  or  Cock  islands,  by  the  Greenlanders  Kittiksut. 
Between  them  and  Kangek  to  the  north  is  the  usual  passage, 
the  North  Gat.  Kangek,  called  by  the  Danes  Hope  Island, 
is  surrounded  by  many  smaller  islands.  Westerlaud,  which 
bofders  on  Kangek,  is  separated  from  the  maunJand  by  a 
narrow  water,  called  Neinsel  or  Catfish  Sound.  In  an* 
tumn,  the  Gieenlandera  have  dieir  best  seal-fishery  here. 
Towards  the  South,  the  KookSmen  aie  separated  hy  tbs 
Seimth  -Gat,  anotlier  passage,  from  a  miltkode  or  cmsMie^ 


Ms  Mtadm  '  On  the  penmsolir  ofpoole  the  KocMmiii*4s 
tbe  haibcmr  widi  tba  l»hiMi«p-iHiaM  acyciniiig*.'  AhnilfA 
iiifliB  fr(mi*tii6'8ea,  the  hrediienfe  •ettfaoMntiof  New  Uorh^ 
liiitis  sltiilited,  rad  Ae  iMto^^dietaiiM^I^^ 
tboy  of  Godhaab.    B^MIm  fliiib  pi^DOg^ 
Hie  faeCor  and  the  miasioiiary  leridewteh  their  peofbysilleK 
Is  ''-■  dso  ii  atoie-heiiaei  amilli^a  ehop;  and  •  httmhmmm.  hdangy 
itig  ifr  tlie  ealaMlshiiMiiiU    The  ehuteh  etaodt  hyrs  tmafc 
lidt  fiir  dbtan^  and  the  hraaetf  ef  the  Gieenknden  tte  mn^ 
tered  round  it.  *    .  *,»iiy» 

Fahher  up  18  the  WildmanM  Ness,  where  Eidcv  doflkMue 
Ihot  in  abondance  during  die  winter  ereniage;  and  «iiir 
It  Hea  the  isknd  of  Sealbeig  or  Saddlehill,  to  caHed.  he. 
eause  its  topmost  peak,  which  may  be  seen  nine^  milea'.affy 
resembles  a  saddle  in  appearance.  Not  far  fri)m  thence'\«i 
die  Bear  island,  and  close  by  it  the  island  of  AupiUa^toh. 
Both  these  islands  are  about  twenty  miles  in  length,  and 
are  very  derated.  They  divide  the  channel  into  two  bajs»« 
one  of  which  runs  up  nordi-east  to  Pissiksaibik,  th^  beat 
capelin  fishery.  On  the  western  side  of  the  north  bayliea 
Kanneisiit,  an  extensive  and  level  coast  widi  little  rookf 
hfll«.  It  has  a  good  salmon  fishery^  and  a  lake  of  fieah  VM* 
ter  at  least  twenty  miles  long,  which  does  not  however ^ 
tain  many  fish.  This  bay  agafai  dividea  into  two  arms, 
one  of  whichf  called  Ujaraksoak,  die  finest  Weidisteilr  ja 
found,  and  the  remains  of  Norw^fian  buildings  occur  in^she 
greatest  abundance.  This  nordi  bay  is  separated  fiNim  that 
of  Fisnksarbik  by  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  and  both  these. att 
again  divided  fimn  die  AmaraUk  FSorde  by  die  long  pain- 
1^  on  which  €rodhaab  stands. 

Godhaab' di^  oldest  eolony  in  the  comitiy^  was  founded 
m  1721,  in  Sangek,  by  Mr.  Haaa  Egeda^  die  first  suaiQig.: 
ifey,  and  Mr.  Jeiitofk^  die  JadDTy  ^o  wetre  eenigMSBienBed 
flip  this  ptttt>6se  by  »  company  in  Bcfgun»^^.  In  17Wth|»». 
tftllihmetit  wa>^MKived  tu^dw  iAahAtnd^% 
M'tiflde  ia  oiie  lir^dn  beatr<iit  tiHi^ea«ti9di«'ffbnidlf«iMa! 


M8  PAARY^S  88C0KD  TOTACTK 

thousands  of  Greenlanders  inhabited  the  banks  of  this  rirer ; 
but  since  an  attack  of  the  small-pox  iu  ITdd,  they  have 
decreased  so  much,  that  very  few  natives  are  seen  in  the 
neighbourhood,  besides  those  under  the  caie  of  the  mis- 
sionaries, and  roving  feunilies  of  Southlanders,  who  are  Ibnd 
of  wintering  in  Kangek. 

A  ^tor  who  resided  many  years  in  the  country,  and  took 
pains  to  gather  the  most  authentic  information  from  the 
Greenlanders,  made  the  following  estimate  of  the  population 
on  the  west  coast.  Within  the  compass  of  his  trade,  ex* 
tending  eighty  miles  along  the  coast,  about  Ball^s  river,  he 
ooo^puted  only  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  regidar  inha- 
bitants. Yet  this  part  of  the  country  is  next  in  population 
to  Disko  Bay  and  the  south  coast.  In  some  districts  a  man 
may  even  travel  forty  miles  without  meeting  a  human  being. 
Now  computing  the  inhabited  part  of  the  shore  to  be 
eight  hundred  miles  in  length,  and  allowing  one  thousand 
souls  to  a  tract  of  eighty  miles,  in  consideration  of  the  su- 
perior populousness  of  tl^e  north  and  south  parts  of  the  coast 
to  that  from  which  the  estimate  is  taken,  it  will  give  a  total 
of  ten  thousand; inhabitants.  The  above-mentioned  fieuitor, 
however,  deducts  three  thousand  from  tliis  amount,  because 
so  nmny  tra^^ts  of  land  are  absolutely  desert  He  asserts, 
that  in  the  yeax  1730  the  Greenland  nation  amounted  to 
thirty  thousand  $  that  in  1746,  when  he  made  his  first  cal- 
culation, it  could  still  reckon  twenty  thousand;  and  that 
since  that  time  it  has  suffered  a  diminution  of  two  thirds,  or 
at  least  one  half  of  its  numbers. 

The  first  station  of  Greenlanders  from  Kangek  northwards 
is  Pissugbik,  twenty  miles  distant.  Eight  miles  further  is 
a  fishing  bay,  where,  the,  first  missionary  .had  thoughts  of 
settling,  induced  by  the>  fishery  and  die  quantity  of  grass* 
Twenty  leagues  from  Godhaab-  lie  the^  Napparsok  islands. 
Here,  and  on  the  opposite  continent,  grass  and  drift  wood 
are  Conxad  in  abundance*  There  is  iJao  great  plenty  of  fish^ 
\Mm^  Ukd  seals.      Tba.  im  (ields»  which  float  with  the 
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current  and  a  stroiig  south  wind  tound  Staatenhuk  firoifi  the 
east  side,  do  not  pass  beyond  this  point,  as  here  the  farce 
of  the  sti-eam  subsides,  and  loses  itself  altogether  still  far' 
ther  to  the  north.  In  1756|  the  ship  destined  for  Godhaal 
was  forced  to  run  in  here,  and  wait  till  a  north-east  whkd 
bad  cleared  the  shore  of  ice. 

At  no  g^eat  distance  is  Omenak,  a  Greenland  station. 
The  former  inhaitants  of  this  place  were  infamous  for  mur- 
der throughout  the  couptry. 

Forty  leagues  from  Godhaab,  lat  66*  46\  is  the  fourth 
colony  of  Zukkerlop,  (sugar-loaf,)  situated  on  the  small 
island  of  Kangek,  in  Bruyne  Bay.  It  was  founded  in  1755 
by  order  of  the  company  of  trade,  by  Anders  Olsen,  factor. 
It  owes  its  appellation  to  three  conical  peaks,  by  which  the 
seamen  steer  their  course  when  entering  the  port.  The 
harbour  is  very  safe  and  commodious,  lying  between  two 
little  islands,  a  mile  distant  from  the  open  sea.  The  coun- 
try is  barren  and  dreary,  and  has  no  rein-deers.  Whales, 
however,  which  are  extremely  rare  in  more  southern  parts, 
are  not  unfrequently  seen  in  the  bay.  They  make  their  ap- 
pearance in  January  and  February,  but  they  are  seldom 
taken  by  the  Greenlanders,  and  by  the  Europeans  never, 
owing  to  the  want  of  the  necessaiy  boats  and  tackle.  The 
factor  struck  one  once,  and  not  having  line  enough,  fas- 
tened  to  it  some  empty  casks,  instead  of  bladders  used  by 
the  Greenlanders,  but  the  fish  escaped* 

Coasting  along  by  two  fiordes,  or  bays,  after  a  run  of 
forty  miles,  is  a  large  island.  It  lies  low,  with  deep  val- 
leys, and  is  frequented  by  salmon.  There  is  found  here 
a  white  shining  clay,  which  does  not  crack  in  the  fire. 
Amongst  the  rocks  is  one  of  particularly  large  size,  with  a 
deep  valley  in  the  middle,  which  is  overflowed  at  high  wa;. 
ter.  Here  frequently  more  than  a  hundred  seals  enter  with 
the  tide  in  fair  weather,  and  are  caught  atid  killed  by  the 
Grreenlanders  wl^en  the  water  vetires.  -       - 

In  lat  67*"  lies  Wyde  Fiofde,  and  opposite  to  i%  the  island 
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of  Nqiiset  or  Nepisene.  Upon  this  ialaiid  •  Utige  was  buiU 
in  the  year  1724,  for  the  adysntage  of  trade  and  whale  fi«b- 
iog;  but  it  was  forsaken  the  ynar  after,  and  all  the  bouses 
were  burnt  by  the  crews  of  foreign  vessels.  In  the  year 
1729,  a  colony  was  established  in  the  same  pbtoe  with  a  fort 
adjoining,  which  wei'e  also  abandoned  and  demolished,  a 
short  time  afker,  by  order  of  the  king. 

Not  bx  from  hence,  and  about  twenty-six  leagues  north 
of  the  Zukkerlop,  lies  the  Amarlok  Fiorde,  where  the  Green- 
landers  catch  every  year  a  number  of  whales.  Here  also 
ifaey  founded  the  fifth  colony,  called  Holeteinbarg,  in  me- 
mory of  the  Duke  of  Holstdn,  member  of  the  privy-council* 
and  president  erf  the  honourable  missicmary  society.  The 
spot  on  which  this  colony  is  built,  is  oneof  the  most  eligi- 
Ue,  both  as  an  agreeable  residence  and  convenient  trading* 
places 

Eight  leagues  from  Holsteinburg,  and  in  lat.  67*  30*9  lies 
the  well*known  South  Bay,  the  best  harbour  belonging  to 
the  whalers,  and  a  suitable  place  of  rendeavous  when 
the  fishing  season  is  over.  A  colony  was  founded  here  in 
1756,  but  since  the  settling  of  Hobteinbuig,  only  one  man 
resides  on  the  premises,  who  buys  in  the  blubber  from  the 
few  Grreenlanders  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  whale  fishery  is  often  very  productive  near  the  two 
factories;  but  most  of  the  GrieenlanderB  have  withdrawn 
from  their  vicinity,  although  it  is  rich  in  all  kinds  of  birds 
and  fishes.  In  the  neighbourhood  of  the  last  mentioned 
place,  the  sea .  is  froasen  throughout  the  winter,  and  not 
dear  from  ice  till  May,  when  the  season  for  catching  whales 
is  past. 

Next  in  order  come  Riffkol  and  North  Bay,  beyond  which, 
the  sea  p^Mtrates  into  the  land  in  a  aouth-^asterly  direction, 
and  forms  die  well-known  Disko  Bay  filled  with  groups  df 
small  islands,  of  which  the  most  considerable  arcj  the  Wes^ 
Whale,  Green,  Bog,  anu'  Dunk  islands^  eatending  partly 
tiMrtedsJthtf  e»l  iallo  fipiHng  Bay,  and  partly  to  the  north. 


mn^^Ktu-  Oiako  UmA  -Hid  «]itim  eimiHr  of  dia.Jbigr  tto 
•bom  M0  hoadred  aiid  tvmlj  Imgam*  Xbe  kod  anad 
ttfrtmt  it  it  high  fht  rm  thn  tgr,  tnfl  nrrrrifl  Trith  irn  r  fjinngfc 
lliefllM»re 'along  the  loidii^aiioedL tnd  loreL  Iheia  ie-a 
0ao6  iB  the  i&dgUHiiiihDod  oiSed  Sehans*  whidi,  acoMk 
ing  to  die  DtUeh  chirts,  eontainft  a  Tdn  of  good  stone-ooalf 
though  it  has  hitherto  iMver  been  wwked*  It  ia  seoHUEfcv 
aUe^  diat  Siako  ideiid  ia  freqaented  bj  lein-deer^  whioh  ia 
die  case  with'  no  other.  The  duomel  whidi.iqp«ralee  it 
fiom  the  main  Ubdd  is  called  Wajgaty  and  ia  tJkcM  ifimr 
bagueamlReaddi.  The  fidiecj  in  the  bay  is  Uie  aMiat  paifc» 
diietke  of  any  m  the  whole  ooontiy ;  as  in  winter,  wiMi>il 
is*  froaeii)  the  Cheenlanden  kill  tssC  nuinbers  of  aeala  i^aa 
the  ioe^and  ia  spring,  fieqnently  oateh  small  and  eren  fiiQ^. 
grown  whales  in  it  It  is  also  the  yeady  xasort  of  many 
Dutch  whalers. 

The  popolation  of  I>i8ko-bay  is  more  nnmeioas  than  that 
of  any  other  taract  in  Greenland,  esoept  peihaps  the  moat 
soutlvsm  part,  where  there  are  no  colonies*  Trade  oonsa* 
qneatly  flourishes  most  In  its  Ticinity. 
>*  The  eighth  eolony^  Chiistianshaab,  was  settled  in  I7S4 
by  Older  cf  liir.  Jaedb  Severin,  in  Yfira  Bay,  lat  69*  S(/^4% 
according  to  others,  68*  84^ 

Three kiagiies  fiurther  tothe  north  lies  lee  Eiorde,  which 
iha  Gieenlandeia  repcMt  to  hare  been  an  open  sound,  pena 
Wating  as  hr  as  the  east-side;  but  it  is  at  present  oitimly 
Uoehed  vp'with  ice.    Numerous  ice*mountains  of  the  laiy*> 
est  aiae  are  yeariy  dri^^en  out  of  this  bay. 

FVom  Jacob*s  Haven,  ships  sail  for  fourteen  leagnesyJoi 
la  the  north,  and  then  westward,  before  they  axriye  at'  the 
Aoodi  of  Disko-bay,  passing  in  their  course  anothsa  eo- 
limy,  Rittenbenh,  founded  hi  1750,  by  Charles  DalaflpA 
In'  its  ncini^,  a  white  dose*f;raiiied  ^eeies  of  whot»stm|k 
is  Ibund^  called  oiUstoBSw  r/ii9» 

tkm^^mk  haSk  m  Urn  j9ttt  W»f\A*ikm  mmmaUfi^^^ 
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Waygat,  l&t  71*.  A  ship  toadies  eveiy  year  at  both  tb 
plaees;  but  their  exports  ha?e  hitbcarto  been  but  siaalL 
Measares^  have  since  been  taken  to  remove  it  some  leagues 
fiurCher  north,  to  Jacob^t  Creek,  where  many  Oreenlan* 
ders  reside.  There  is  no  missiiHiary  la.  either  of  thenu 
Concerning  the  fece  of  the  country,  stiU  finrther  north,  ail 
knowledge  is  confined.  William  Baffin,  who  sailed  in  the 
year  1616,  with  Captain  Robert  Bylot,  in  search  of  a  pas- 
sage through  Davis's  Straits,  and  who  has  given  his  name 
Co  all  that  part  of  the  sea^  between  lat.  72*  and  78*,  affirms^ 
that  he  traded  with  the  Greenlanders  as  far  north  as  Horn 
Sound,  in  lat.  73*.  Even  in  lat  74*,  he  was  led  to  condudOf 
tfial  the  Greenlanders  had  a  summer  residence,  from  the 
traeies  of  tents  visible  in  many  places  along  the  coast  The 
dte  v^as  found  to  contain  abundance  of  seals  and  sesruni* 
corns,  and  in  Thomas  Smith's  Sound,  lat*  78*,  whales  of 
Ike  largest  siito  were  observed.  The  Disko  Greenlanders 
says  that  the  land  extends  for  more  than  150  leagues  north 
of  iheir  residence,  and  consequently  as  far  as  lat  70*  ;  but 
it  is  very  thinly  inhabited,  though  it  abounds  in  eider^wl, 
white  bears,  and  seals ;  no  one  being  desirous  of  living  in 
a  place  where  the  winter  nights  are  so  long  and  cold.  There 
is  also  a  scarcity  of  wood  and  iron,  which  the  more  southern 
Greenlanders  receive  in  exchange  for  the  horns  of  sea-uni- 
corns. The  face  of  the  country  presents  nothing  but  naked 
rocks  covered  with  ice,  so  that  the  natives  are  forced  to  buy 
even  the  grass  which  they  use  in  their  shoes.  Their  houses 
instead  of  the  wooden  rafters  and  sods)  are  roofed  with  the 
horns  of  the  sea  unicorn,  clay,  and  seal-skins.  ; 

The  land  stretches  in  a  north-westerly  direction,  towards 
Arnica,  and  is  bordered  with  numerous  clusters  of  small 
Jilands.  Here  and  there,  upright  stones  with  projecting 
enns  are  said  to  be  found,  which  look  like*our  voad-guides» 
Fear  has  also  coloured  them  white,  and  given  rise  to  the  fa* 
Ue  d!  the  gigantic  Kablnnak  (Bwopeaa)  standing  on  a 
itahn,  to  whom  passengers  offer  up  a  piece  of  whalebone. 


TO   THE    NORTH    POLE.  873 

The  southern  part  of  Greenland,  which  is  likewise  unin- 
hfibiled  by  Europeans,  is  better  known  than  the  extreme 
north.  In  the  autumn  of  1728,  Mr.  Egede  undertook  ft 
voyage  of  discovery  thither*  In  the  years  1749  and  52,  a 
traveller  in  the  pay  of  the  Greenland  company,  went  on  se- 
veral trading  expeditions :  during  the  last  of  which  he  spen't 
Vi^  summers  and  onb  winter  in  the  south.  Very  little  is 
known  concerning  the  particulars  of  his  journey,  and  the  ac- 
count must  depend  upon  the  relations  of  the  Greenlanders 
living  in  those  parts,  a  number  of  whom  pay  a  yearly  visit 
to  the  north. 

The  Greenland  hills  are  generally  so  lofty  that  the  snow 
on  their  summits  seldom  thaws,  and  what  melts  in  the  day- 
time is  congealed  during  the  night.  They  also  abound  in 
deep  chasms,  into  which  the  sun-beams  seldom  or  never  en- 
ter. Besides,  even  in  the  most  precipitous  mountains  there 
are  occasional  flats  and  hollows,  in  which  the  rain  and  snow- 
water collects,  and  is  frozen  into  ice.  When  the  snow  rolls 
down  in  heaps,  or  after  having  been  dissolved  by  the  sun, 
descends  in  rivulets  and  torrents  upon  the  ice  already  formed 
in  these  hollows,  the  latter  gradually  accumulates  into  a  solid 
lump,  upon  which  the  action  of  the  sun  can  make  but  a 
very  partial  impression ;  and  the  decrease  occasioned  by 
thaw  is  amply  made  up  b^  continual  accea^ons  from  the 
snow  and  rain. 

These  huge  lumps  of  ice  sometimes  project  a  considerable 
way  over  the  edge  of  the  rocks,  and  do  not  melt  so  much 
on  the  surface  as  imdemeath,  bursting  in  cracks  of  various 
dimensions,  out  of  which  the  water  continually  oozes.  Be- 
ing in  this  way  gradually  undermined  to  such  a  degree  as 
to  lose  their  equilibrium,  they  break  loose  from  the  rocks 
with  a  tremendous  crash,  and  falling  in  enormous  fr^tgfments 
over  the  edge  of  the  precipice,  plunge  into  the  depth  below, 
with  a  noise  like  thunder,  and  a  commotion  of  the  water 
sufficient  to  overset  a  boat  at  a  good  distance  from  the  shore. 
Many  a  poor  Greenlandcr  sailing  tmconceniedly  in  his  kajak 

bl2  2n 
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•long  the  coosti  has  lost  his  lite  by  their  £il].  lliese 
masses  of  ice  sometimes  remain  fixed  in  the  chasms  of  the 
TOckS)  or  frosen  fSetst  in  the  bays,  for  a  number  of  yeaiB  to^ 
gether,  and  are  continually  increased  by  the  snow-water^ 
(which  being  sometimes  mixed  with  earth  and  stones,)  their 
prodigious  magnitude  cannot  be  wondered  at. 

Those  who  have  seen  the  glaciers  df  SwitzciriaiMly  or  the 
Tyrol,  or  ev^n  read  descriptions  of  theth,  ^rffl  Bot  be  at  a 
loss  to  conceive  how  such  immense  pieces  df  ice  may  be 
loosened  from  the  cavities  in  which  they  are  formed.  The 
chasms  in  them  are  occasioned  by  the  ice  thaiHng  under- 
neath and  freezing  again  during  the  winter.  A  large  quan- 
tity of  air  is  consequently  enclosed,  whicSi  wheii  lexpanded 
by  Uie  heats  of  the  summer,  bursts  the  ^^teriot  toveiiog, 
with  a  terrible  explosion,  and  a  concussion  kpOj  t^notiAiM&A 
an  ice-quake,  so  vehement  that  casual  passeifgers  are  foMsed 
to  sit  down  in  order  not  to  be  thrown  off  tbeir  leg^  On 
such  occasions,  not  only  earth,  wood,  aiid  stones,  but  even 
the  bodies  of  men  and  animals  which  had  been  embosomed 
in  the  ice,  are  vomited  forth,  and  large  masses  roll  down 
into  the  vaQeys  beneath,  frequently  covering  whole  mea- 
dows. 

Some  conception  may  be  formed  of  the  size  of  these  masses 
from  the  description  of  the  Rheinwald  glacier,  which  at 
the  same  time  illustrates  the  nature  of  the  Ice-blink.  This 
glacier  is  said  to  be  four  miles  long  and  two  broad,  and  be- 
tween several  hundred  and  a  thousand  fathoms  in  height 
It  consists  entirely  of  masses  of  pure  ice,  precipitated  from 
the  mountains,  and  ranged  side  by  side  in  perpendicu- 
lar columns.  Towards  the  western  extremity  issues  a  tur- 
bid stream,  which  soon  disappears  again  under  llie  ide.  Oh 
the  east  side,  a  magnificent  cavern  opens  far  into  the  gla- 
cier. The  neighbouring  villagers  say,  that  four  miles  from 
Its  mouth  it  is  still  high  enough  to  admit  of  a  man^s  stand- 
ing upright  in  it  A  rivulet  of  crystal  water  disdiarget  it- 
self through'  this  chanaeL 
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If  soch  Stupendous  masses  are  precipitated  from  the  hills 
•C  SwiUerlandy  it  is  little  wonder  that  the  arctic  seas  of 
Gieenlaad  should  be  crowded  with  huge  mountains  of  float- 
ing ice.  The  highest  summits  of  the  Cordilleras,  which 
lie  directly  under  the  Equator,  are  covered  with  perpetual 
ice  and  snow.  It  has  however  been  too  hastily  concluded, 
that  the  line  of  congelation,  which  in  hot  climates  is  Uiirteen 
thousand  three  hundred  and  eighty  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea,  gradually  lowers  itself  towards  the  poles,  till  within  the 
polar  eirele,  itcoincides  with  the  surface  of  the  earth.  Ocu- 
hir  demonstration  disproves  this.  Greenlanders  inhabit  as 
hr  north  as  75"*,  and  Europeans  have  settlements  in  lat 
71''.  On  the  highest  Greenland  mountains,  which  though 
not  as  high  as  Chimbora^o,  have  yet  an  elevation  of  at  least 
six  thousand  feet,  rain  b  more  frequent  than  snow  during 
the  summer  months,  and  even  the  snow  which  descends  is 
quickly  meited« 

The  soils  of  this  country  afford  little  scope  for  description. 
They  are  in  general  extremely  scanty  and  shallow.  The 
country  round  Godhaab  prindpally  consists  of  clay,  sandy 
or  turC  The  clay  is  pale  blue,  and  very  sandy  and  sterile. 
In  other  tracts  a  light  grey  marl  prevails,  which  is  intei« 
mixed  with  mica,  and  stands  the  fire.  There  is  also  found 
a  very  fine  and  light  micaceous  sand,  greasy  to  the  touch, 
and  a  fine  white  pearl  sand  filled  with  black  and  red  crys« 
tab  of  garnet,  and  uncommonly  hard,  Most  of  the  sand  in 
the  country  is  grey  or  brown  and  full  of  stones :  when  ma- 
nured, it  will  support  vegetation. 

Turf  is  found  in  all  the  marshes,  mixed  with  black  mould, 
sand,  and  gravel,  and  is  not  good  for  firing.  The  proper 
turf  is  an  aggregate  of  vegetable  matter,  as  roots,  withered 
mosses,  grass,  putrid  wood,  and  also  bones;  and  is  found 
in  low  lands,  on  a  bed  of  sand  or  on  the  solid  rock.  A  kind 
of  shell  fish  are  sprinkled  amongst  its  layers,  not  met  with 
any  where  else  in  the  country,  deposited  probably  by  some 
former  uiundation  of  the  sea.    This  turf-ground  probably 
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owes  its  formation  to  light  earth  and  grass  washed  off  by  the 
rain  from  the  adjacent  mountains.  The  best  sort  grows  on 
the  highest  ridges  of  the  little  desert  islands  and  bare  cliffs, 
where  a  multitude  of  birds  make  their  roost  in  the  night  and 
deposit  their  eggs.  Their  ordure  mixed  with  earth  blown 
thither  by  the  wind  furnishes  a  soil  for  moss  and  grass,  which 
augmented  by  feathers,  muscles,  and  bones,  easily  discern- 
able  in  the  mass,  form  a  tenacious  covering  of  turf,  two 
or  three  feet  thick.  This  overspreads  the  summits  of  the 
rocks,  and  has  buried  a  stone  beacon  erected  by  the  sailors 
of  former  times.  It  is  called  kupp-turf.  Owing  to  the 
tough  roots  it  contains,  it  is  difficult  to  cut  through  it,  but 
it  burns  with  a  bright  fli^e,  and  gives  out  a  considerable^ 
heat. 

Grass  is  found  not  only  on  boggy,  sandy,  or  turf  land» 
where  it  is  commouly  very  poor  and  diminutive,  but  also  in 
clefts  of  rocks  filled  with  earth,  and  particularly  near  hu- 
man habitations,  where  it  grows  very  luxuriantly.  One  spe- 
.:ies,  (Agrostis  arundinacea,)  much  resembles  the  reed,  but 
has  a  more  slender  stalk,  and  the  Greenlanders  twist  very 
neat  baskets  of  it.  Another  kind,  less  common,  (Elymus 
arenarius,)  g^ows  near  buildings,  on  a  bottom  of  sand  and 
gravel,  and  between  stones,  with  long  broad  leaves,  and  a 
stalk  upwards  of  a  yard  long.  Its  spike  resembles  that  of 
wheat,  and  is  often  six  inches  in  length.  The  grains  are 
like  oats,  but  owing  to  the  shortness  of  the  summer,  they 
seldom  come  to  maturity.  The  Greenlanders  make  use  of 
this  grass  to  line  their  shoes  and  boots. 

Several  trials  have  been  made  to  grow  oats  and  barley. 
They  send  up  as  high  a  blade  as  in  other  countries,  but  sel- 
dom come  into  ear,  and  are  in  the  very  warmest  situations 
prevented  from  ripening  by  the  night  frosts. 

The  gardens  cannot  be  very  productive,  as  no  seed  can 
be  sown  till  the  middle  of  June.  Even  then  the  soil  is  fro- 
zen at  a  little  depth  below  the  surface,  and  in  September 
the  frost  recommences.    Every  thing  must  then  be  taken 
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out  of  the  earth,  and  laid  up  to  keep,  except  chives,  which 
will  endure  the  winter.  Salad  and  cabbage  will  not  bear 
transplanting,  and  remain  very  small.  Radishef^  thrive  as 
well  as  in  Europe.  The  black  radishes  are  small,  and  tur- 
nips seldom  exceed  a  pigeon's  egg  in  size,  but  they  may 
be  eaten  with  greens,  and  have  an  excellent  taste.  This 
is  all  that  can  be  reared  in  the  gardens,  nor  will  they  pro- 
duce even  this,  unless  they  are  screened  from  the  north 
wind  and  the  spray  of  the  sea  water. 

The  most  plentiful  production  of  this  country  is  moss, 
which  gfrows  in  gi*eat  plenty,  and  of  many  different  kinds. 
One  species  (the  Sphagnum  or  bog-moss,)  is  like  a  thick 
soft  fur  or  fleece;  the  Greenlanders  stnp  up  the  chinks  of 
their  houses  with  it,  and  use  it  as  Europeans  do  waste  pa- 
per. Another  kind  has  filaments  a  span  long,  which  ad- 
here together  like  some  sorts  of  fungi.  This  serves  them 
for  tinder,  and  for  wick  to  their  lamps. 

There  are  several  varieties  of  low  under- wood,  where  the 
rein-deer  find  pasture,  and  which  the  natives  use  for  kin- 
dling fires.  The  Azalea  is  a  beautiful  creepihg  shrub  with  a 
profusion  of  red  flowers.  Several  berry-bearing  shrubs  also 
occur,  as  the  bilberry  and  cranberry.  The  crow  or  crake-berry, 
(Empetnim  nigrum,)  is  a  low  earth-like  plant,  with  small 
oblong  leaves,  and  flesh-coloured  flowers  which  produce 
black  juicy  berries,  not  ungrateful  to  the  palate.  It  grows 
here  in  abundance.  Another  plant,  the  Andromeda,  and 
much  resembling  this,  beara  violet  bell-shaped  flowers 
without  hemes.  The  cloud-berry,  (Rubus  Chamcemo- 
rus,)  never  comes  to  maturity.  The  leaf  and  fruit  is  much 
like  the  mulberry,  only  the  beny  is  yellow.  The  stalk  is 
a  finger's  length,  and  the  flower  has  four  white  petals. 
This  plant  grows  only  in  northern  climates,  and  its  berries 
are  packed  up  in  small  vessels  for  exportation.-  They  are 
a  great  delicacy,  and  an  excellent  remedy  for  the  scurvy. 

The  Greenlanders  eagerly  collect  all  these  fruits,  parti- 
cularly  the  crake- berries,  which  keep  through  the  winter 
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under  the  snow.  They  do  not  however  set  any  value  npcai- 
the  juniper-berry,  which  g^ws  here  far  larger  Uum  in  Eu- 
rope, though  the  bush  itself  trails  on  the  earth.  Besides 
the  shrubs  already  mentioned,  several  species  of  Willows 
find  a  nourishment,  but  are  obliged  by  the  cold  to  creep  like 
broom  along  the  ground.  Nor  do  the  birches,  which  are  of 
a  dwarf  kind  with  small  indented  leaves,  mount  any  higher- 
But  in  the  fiordes,  where  warmth  is  stronger  and  more  last- 
ing, these  trees  and  the  elders  which  overhang  the  brooks, 
grow  to  the  height  of  a  man,  and  have  a  stem  three  inches 
thick.  Their  crookedness,  however,  which  makes  it  impos- 
sible to  bind  them  in  faggots  for  loading,  and  the  nature  of 
the  wood  itself,  being  unadapted  for  combustion,  render  it^ 
notwithstanding  its  abundance,  of  little  service  for  fire- wood, 
and  recourse  must  be  had  to  turf,  drif^wood9  or  coal  im- 
ported from  other  countries. 

Very  few  of  the  productions  of  the  sea  have  come  under 
human  observation,  but  why  may  they  not  be  as  numerous 
as  those  of  the  land,  and  as  useful,  if  our  knowledge  of  them 
were  less  limited?  It  is  long  since  the  observation  was 
first  made,  that  the  depths  of  ocean  are  as  diversified  as  the 
upper  land ;  that  there  also  nature  sports  in  an  interchange 
of  hill  and  valley  and  wide  extended  champaign.  Islands 
and  cliffs  are  but  the  emerging  summits  of  mountains  whose 
bases  dive  towards  the  central  recesses  of  the  earth.  The 
higher  and  steeper  the  shore  of  any  continent  is,  the  deeper 
is  the  sea  which  washes  it.  The  plummet,  which  at  one  time 
brings  up  mud  and  slime,  at  another  different  kinds  of  sand, 
is  a  plain  indication  that  the  bottom  of  the  sea  is  also  com- 
l>osed  of  a  variety  of  soils.  Is  there  not  then  a  high  proba- 
bility that  those  secret  depths  are  the  receptacle,  not  only 
of  grass  and  sea-weed,  such  as  is  sometimes  rent  by  a  tem- 
pest from  its  native  rock  and  cast  upon  the  strand,  but  of 
large  trees,  like  those  in  which  the  lines  of  fishermen  are  of- 
ten entangled,  and  bring  up  with  them  broken  branches  that 
have  hitheito  served  only  to  grace  the  cabinets  of  naturalists. 
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but  are  doubtless  intended  to  answer  some  purpose  of  hSgber 
utility?  Probably  tliey  are  the  food  of  innumerable  sea- 
monsters,  which  seldom  or  never  make  their  appearance 
on  the  surface.  The  smallest  and  most  tended  sea-weeds, 
which  grow  near  the  strand,  are  filled  with  a  number  of 
animalcuhe  which  have  eaten  through  them,  and  the  larger 
species,  whidi  are  ejected  from  a  considerable  depth  in  the 
sea,  are  bitten  and.bored  through  in  various  ways. 

Having  given  a  general  account  of  the  matahers  and  cha- 
racter of  the  inhalHtants  of  these  northern  climes,  it  will  be 
pioper  to  return  to  the  history  of  the  progress  of  the  Fury 
and  Heda* 

'<  At  daylight  on  the  1st  of  September,  toys  Captun  Plttiy, 
we  found  ourselves  widiin  three  or  fottr  hundred  yards  of 
the  rocks  on  the  eastern  side  of  Winter  Island,  the  sound* 
ings  having  gradually  decreased  to  eleven  fathoms.  Had 
it  remained  dark  an  hour  longer  the  Fury  would  in  all  pro- 
bability have  gone  on  shore ;  but  happily  the  ice  was  dack 
enot^h  to  allow  us  to  warp  clear  of  danger  soon  after  day- 
break. The  Hecla  had  in  the  mean  time  been  drifted  round 
Cape  Fisher,  and  several  miles  to  the  westward  towards 
Lyon  lulet,  in  which  direction  the  Fury  was  also  carried  in 
the  aftenK)on.  The  wind  now  setting  in  easterly,  bodb  shipis 
drovfe  iHth  the  ice  up  the  inlet,  and  on  the  4th  were  abreast 
of  Si^ty  Cove,  though  fortunately  on  the  western  side, 
clear  of  the  dangers  of  the  Bay  of  Shoals.  A  light  breease 
then  springing  up  from  the  north-west,  we  again  began  to 
move  down  the  inlet;  and  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  af!fcer 
making  a  little  progress  with  the  sails  in  the  course  of  the 
last  two  days,  were  once  more  met  by  an  easterly  breese  vB 
Cape  Edwards,  the  ice  being  still  as  doseily  packed  as  pos- 
sible. The  young  ice  also  began  at  times  to  annoy  us,  by 
forming  to  a  considerable  thickness  at  night,  so  as  to  ce* 
ment  the  larger  masses  strongly  U^ther.  The  weatber 
now  became  chilly  immediately  after  sunset,  and  we  consi- 
dered it  rather  a  premature  dm^rease  of  temperature  m  thui 
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latitude^  when  the  thcrmouiclcr  was  observed  to  fall  to  34* 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st  of  August.  A  very  unusual  depo- 
sition of  dew  took  place  every  evening  about  this  season, 
immediately  after  the  sun  had  set,  and  was  in  an  hour  or 
two  converted  into  hoar  frost. 

'^  In  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  I  was  much  pained  at  be- 
ing informed  by  telegraph  from  the  Hccla,  that  Mr.  Fife, 
Greenland  Master  of  that  ship,  had  just  expired,  an  event 
which  for  some  days  past  there  had  been  but  too  much  rea- 
son to  apprehend ;  the  scurvy  having  within  the  last  thre<' 
weeks  continued  to  increase  considerably  upon  him.  It  is 
proper  for  me,  however,  botli  in  justice  to  the  medical  of- 
ficers under  whose  skilful  and  humane  care  he  was  placed, 
and  to  the^  means  with  which  we  were  in  this  way  so  Tibc- 
rally  supplied,  to  state  that  during  a  part  of  that  time  Mr. 
Fife  had  taken  so  g^eat  a  dislike  to  the  various  anti-scor- 
butics which  were  administered  to  him,  that  he  could  seldom 
be  induced  to  use  any  of  them.  The  disease,  in  conse- 
quence, reduced  him  to  a  state  of  extreme  debility,  which 
at  length  carried  him  off  almost  ivithout  pain.  The  Hecla 
being  at  the  time  closely  beset,  and  in  a  situation  of  great 
danger  among  the  shoals  off  Winter  Inland,  Captain  Lyon 
caused  the  remains  of  the  deceased  to  be  committed  to  the 
sea  with  all  the  solemnity  which  circumstances  would  per- 
mit. I  cannot  close  this  melancholy  notice  without  express- 
ing my  most  sincere  regret,  to  which  I  may  venture  to  add 
that  of  Captain  Lyon  and  the  other  officers,  for  the  loss  ot 
this  very  deserving  individual^  whose  qualities  as  a  seaman 
and  navigator,  had  it  pleased  God  to  spare  his  life,  would 
have  rendered  him  an  ornament  to  the  naval  service,  into 
which  he  was  to  have  been  admitted  as  a  Master  on  the  re- 
turn of  the  ships  to  England.  Mr.  Crawford,  the  mate  oi 
the  Fury,  was  appointed,  for  the  present,  to  act  as  Mas 
ter  of  the  Hecla  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Fife. 

^^  In  the  night  of  the  6th,  the  ships  which  had  before 
neadj  closed  each  other,  wore  again  separated  to*the  dis* 
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tanee  ol  aevend  inileB,  thoiigli  no  motion  was  peraeptilik  In 
tte  masMi  of  ice  abont  them.  The  Hecla  was  now  oac- 
md  towaids  Winter  Uand,  and  the  Fory  op  Lyon  Iide^ 
w6  thai  on  the  10th  we  had  reached  die  idands  off  Kwb^ 
hawser  Bay  within  three-quarters  of  a  mile,  where  the  fieda 
was  haiely  TisiUe  firom  the  mast  head.  On  the  eveniny  oiT 
the  llthf  howerer,  the  wind  at  leiq^  began  to  fieshea 
ftom  the  north-west,  when  the  ice  ahnost  immediately  eooH 
menced  driving  down  the  inlet  at  the  rate  of  A  mile  an  hon^ 
eanying  the  Fory  with  it  and  within  half  a  mile  of  the  roelsy 
die  whole  wqr  down  to  Cape  Martinean,  hot  keeping  her  in 
deep  water.  In  die  mean  time  the  Heda  had  been  swept 
into  moch  more  dangerous  sitoations,  pasmng  along  the  east 
and  sonth  aides  of  Winter  Island ;  and  after  driving  neidy 
np  to  Rve-hawser  Bay,  being  carried  near  some  dangev* 
ons  shoals  about  Cape  Edwards,  where  Captain  Lyon  ex* 
jpected  every  other  tide  that  she  would  take  the  ground. 
Indeed  for  the  last  ten  or  twelve  days  the  situation  of  the 
Hecla  had  been  one  of  imminent  danger,  and  every  vezertten 
to  remove  her  from  it  had  proved  unavailing.  From  this 
time,  however,  the  ice  continued  to  drive  to  the  sonthwaidf 
and,  by  some  means  or  other,  the  ships  once  more  dosed 
each  other.  It  was  now  observable,  as  on  a  former  oo« 
casion  m  this  neighbourhood,  that  the  ice  did  not  eany  Aa 
ships  in  the  direction  opposite  to  the  wind,  but  much  mm 
towards  Southampton  Island :  so  that  on  the  l4th  we  were 
once  more  off  life  Bock,  and  had,  by  great  exertions  in  warp- 
ing, nearly  rejoined  the  Heda.  We  now  also  observed  a 
dark  water-sky  to  die  eastward,  which  assured  us  diat  a 
dear  sea  could  be  at  no  great  diatainoe  in  that  direetioii. 
On  the  following  day,  when  the  diipa  had  closed  eadi  otbsr 
within  a  mile,  we  could  see  the  dear  water  from  the  mast^ 
head,  and  the  Heda. could  now  have  been  easily  extricated. 
Sueh  however  are  the  sudden  dianges  that  take  place  in 
this  precaiioua  navigation,  that  not  lofijf  afterwards  |)ms 
V^  was  omte  at  Kbeil^  to  sgil  Ml'of&  ies^  whfle  As 
a  1%  80  -I 
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JSefsia  was  now,  in  her  taroy  6o  immoiFeabljr  ac^t  U^fsif  and 
avail  i^eqdented  between  several  very  heavy  maasflit  that  99 
jower  that  could  )»  applied  was  sufficient  la  move  her  m 
1Mb*  In  this  situation  she  remained  all  the  Mthi  withoni 
our  hdng  able  to  afford  her  any  asristance ;  and  the  btm 
fmag  now  rather  sevexe  at  night,  we  b^;an  to  consider  it 
nol  improbable  that  we  might  yet  be  detained  for  aiiother 
i^JAliM;.  We  were  perhaps  indeed  indebted  for  our  eacapt 
1^.^^  strong  westerly  breeze  which  Uew  for  several  houia 
on  the  17th,  when,  the  ice  being  sufficiently  dose  to  allow 
mr  ad^i  to  walk  to  the  assistance  of  the  Heda,  we  soov 
needed,  aft^r  seven  hours*  hard  labour,  in  forcing  her  inta 
dear  .water,  when  all  sail  was  made  to  the  eastward,  aiid 
00g  course  shaped  for  the  Trinity  Islands  pi  a  perfectly  open 


/'*  We  thus  finally  made  our  escape  from  the  ice  afiter  hav- 
ing been  almost  immoveably  beset  in  it  for  twentf-four  days 
out  of  the  last  twenty-six,  in  the  course  of  which  time  the 
ships  bad  been  taken  over  no  less  than  one  hundred  and 
l^ly  leagues  of  ground,  generally  very  dose  to  the  shores 
and  dways  unaUe  to  do  any  thing  towards  effecting  thenr 
eseape  from  danger.  When  it  is  considered  that,  to  have 
taken  ground  in  this  situation,  with  strong  and  high  tiddi 
keeping  the  ice  in  constant  motiont  must  have  almost  iun 
vdved  the  certain  loss  of  the  dups,  and  without  the  possi* 
bili^  of  otte  offering  assistance  to  the  other,  we  cannot  but 
coBBider  this  as  one  <^  the  most  providentid  escapes  it  has 
ever  been  our  lot  to  experience.** 

Captain  Lyon,  spealdng  of  tha  Esquimaux  says,  **  the  Ea? 
quimaux  whom  he  bad  seen  at  Winter  Idand  and  Iglodikf 
comprised  nearly  all  the  inhabitants  of  the  north<*ea8t  coast 
of  Amaricay  6om  the  Wager  River  to  our  second  winter 
quarters,  and  as  they  were  dl  related  by  Uood  oar  marriage» 
1  jnay  speak,  of  them  as  one  tribe.  They  may  mdra  proper^ 
If  be  tenned'  a  small  dian  <even  a  middle-siied  race.  For 
though  in  seme  few  instaneeai  andiit  psortioular  iamilifs,  thf 
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it&A  IM  ttJl  and  stout,  yel  the  gntMt  portkm  of  the  llfliftl 
mm  heneadi  tiie  etaodaid  of  wliiii  fm  EnMype  wodd  be  edM 
MHdliMi*  <ni6  talket  I  MW  wee  #re  Cm  ildse  inebe*  iiltft 
dHdee^  qiwite«»  in  height rtbe  AmnM -atiy  lour  feet  KM 
iaehee  *r  tnd  the  highesti^foiMI  #tt  fite  feef  rixisdNi^  irUlk' 
the  wniilltet  we  Iwrf  fe^  eigjbl  iiloheg<Wdy  $  Mtolw^ai  ttajij^ 
bC^MMMe,  there  weie  fatennedtete  rfKee,  aU,  hotre^ieif'^  flfi? 
eliiiMg  to  dio  lowest  eoile;  -  Eteit  in  the  jooAg  end  aXtmi 
flMB  4he  tttMlesaie  not  eleRiiy  ddbed,  hMtm  BmxMf^ 
cofeied^  wte  Ae  linibeof  women ;  end  thongh  wheridrdifced 
thef  appear  stoik  wdl-eet  people,  yet,  taking  diem  ina  hbdf, 
thelf  figaiee  when  uaoo^eied  aie  fathor  weak  thdm  oAenfc 
wisOi  There  is  a  remaxkaUe  contradiction  in  the  ferm  ot^ 
the  most  lebost,  which  iS|  that  however  prominent  and  weB 
shaped  the  chest  may  be,  the  neck  is  small,  weak,  and  6f^ 
ten  shrivelled.  They  all  stand  well  on  their  feet^  walkii^ 
elect  and  freely,  with  the  toes  rather  tamed  inwards,  and 
the  legs  slightly  bowed.  Their  bodily  strength  is  not  eo 
great  as  might  be  expected  in  people  who,  from  thar  ini- 
fancy,  are  brought  \xp  in  hardy  lining  and  labour.  Of  this 
I  bad  sufficient  proof,  by  matching  our  people  i^ith  BsqM*^ 
mau  of  equal  staes  to  lift  weights,  and  it  invariably  faap*^ 
pened  that  burthens,  which  were  raised  with  fiioility  by  e«lv 
people^  could  scarcely  be  lifted  by  the  natives.  They  ai» 
active  wrestleTS  among  themselves,  but  c»v  neither  mn  nW- 
jump*  Hardy  and  patient  of  fiatigne^  yet^  fiv  persoM 
broogfat  up  in  so  eevere  a  climate,  they  bear^  the  cold  wilfe 
less  indifference  than  I  should  have  expected.  Few  amongst 
them  are  in  the  slightest  degree  indined  to  corpulency,  sl- 
thoogh  pot-bellies  are  universal.  The  femaler  have  a  Umr 
dency,  perhaps  from  their  sedentary  habits,  to 'grow  fat 
Their .  plumpness,  however,  does  not  seem  wholesome^  hM 
mote  ptoperly  may  be  called  bloated^  and  that  only  ott  pcf«^ 
tknlar  parts  of  the  body.  r.     .  - .  %i  \ 

^  ^*.  The  neck  and  shouUers  of  Ae  ytmbg  women  - IM^  ge*ef> 
rsHy  tn  good,  thoagli>  laigli»  ♦prnparthnt';  ^id^'lha  itm-yjmi^ 
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wiut  are  sometimes  handsome.  The  feet  of  both  sexes  aie 
•naaU  and  neat,  well  joined  at  the  ankle,  and  free  from  ble^ 
misbes.  The  women,  from  the  peculiar  fonn  of  their  boota^ 
of  which  I  shall  soon  hay<^  occasion  to  speak,  have  a  gait 
like  that  of  a  Muscovy  duck,  and  thej  run  unlike  axiy  crea« 
tuxe  I  ever  saw,  with  their  legs  spread  out  and  toes  turned 
in,  so  as  to  avoid  being  tripped  up  by  their  boots.  For  some 
time  I  was  inclined  to  fancy  that  the  hands  of  these  people 
were  small  and  well  shaped,  but  latterly  I  changed  my  opi- 
nion, and  it  was  evident,  from  repeated  observations,  that 
the  original  form  was  spoiled  by  labour*  The  fingers  were 
short  but  not  taper,  and  the  palm  was  disproportionately 
bioad.  The  hands  of  the  natives  whom  we  met  in  Hudson's 
Strait  were  certainly  far  better  shaped.  The  skin  in  both 
ieses  appeared  to  be  quite  smooth,  being  unctuoust 
and  unpleasantly  cold  to  the  touch.  Contrary  to  ita  out* 
ward. show  of  fineness,  it  was,  even  in  the  females,  very 
tough.  The  complexion  of  the  Esquimaux,  when  dearly 
shown  by  a  previous  washing,  is  not  darker  than  that  of  a 
Portuguese,  and  such  parts  of  the  body  as  are  constantly 
covered  do  not  frJl  short  in  fairness  to  the  generality  of  the 
natives  of  the  Mediterranean.  A  very  fine  healthy  bludi 
tinges  the  cheek  of  females  and  young  children,  but  the  men 
axe  more  inclined  .to  a  sallow  complexion.  The  features  of 
the  frbce  are  diversified  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  yet,  like 
the  Jews,  they  have,  even  when  their  countenances  are 
shaped  like  Europeans,  an  expre8si<m  altogether  peculiar. 
Thia  may  be  attributed  to  the  remarkable  formation  of  the 
eye,  which  is  in  all  alike*  The  inner  comer  points  down- 
wmrds,  like  that  of  a  Chineae,  and  the  caninculua  kdbry-* 
malis,  which  in  Enropeana  is  exposed,  is  covered  by  a 
membrane  which  passes  over  it  vertically.  The  akin  over 
the  upper  part  of  tibe  nose,  between  the  eyes,  is  frequently, 
particularly  in  the  women,  stretched  aa  tight  as  the  covering 
of  a  drum.  The  eyes  are  small  and  Uadc,  expressire  and 
apaiUing  when  animatadf  and^ia  most  infrmta  and  a  few 
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jbOng  gills  really  rerj  beautifoL    Eyeii  in  iiuddle  a^  ^ 
indeed  young  persons,  the  comer  of  the  eye  is  mariecfi^ 
that-dreadfiil  figure,  the  crow's  £tx>t;  but  in  old  people  the 
wxinUes  are  so  abundant,  as  to  cover  the  temples,  and  to 
stray  down  the  cheek  to  a  degree  we  never  see  in  Europe. 
AnoAer  peculiarly,  though  not  so  evident  in  all  fiu^es,  is  the 
pvominence  of  the  cheek  bones,  which  frequently  presents  so 
flata  anrCause,  as  to  give  to  the  women  in  particijlar  the  ap« 
peaxance  of  having  faces  as  broad  as  they  are  bng.    It  is  in 
consequence  of  this  form,  that  the  noses  of  such  as  are  fulT 
fiieed  ai6  literally  buried  between  the  projections»  and  oiie 
of  our  chief  belles  was  so  remarkable  in  this  way,  thata' 
rmer,  when  placed  firom  cheek  to  cheek,  would  not  toiicb ' 
the  nose!    In  some  families,  where  both  parents  had  otat 
faoes,  the  children  all  resembled  them ;  and  about  a  sixth ' 
part  of  the  people  we  saw  had  high  Roman  noses,  and  an  ex- 
pression of  countenance,  excepting  always  the  eyes,  whi(:h 
seemed  of  a  different  race.    The  other,  and  far  the  largest 
portion  of  the  tribe,  are  broad  and  nearly  round  visaged. 
The  mouth  is  generally  kept  open,  with  a  kind  of  idiotic  ex* 
piession,  so  that  the  teeth  of  either  jaw  are  generally  shown. ' 
The  lips  axe  rather  prominent,  and  I  think,  if  any  difference 
at  all  exists,  that  in  the  men  the  lower,  and  in  the  women  - 
the  upper  lip  is  the  largest.    The  mouths  are  laige,  yet  have 
a  veiy  wholesome  healthy  appearance.   The  teeth  are  strong, 
and  deeply  fixed  in  the  gums.      They  are  formed  lik# 
rounded  ivory  pegs,  and  are  as  flat  on  the  upper  end  aS  if 
filed  down.    Old  people  have  them  worn  quite  even  ndth 
the  gums,  and  it  is  but  rarely  that  any  are  decayed.    The 
chm  is  small  and  peaked,  and  what  we  call  a  double  chin  ki 
rare,  the  skin  generally  collapsing  in  fat  people,  instead  of 
fonning  in  a  roll.    The  beards  of  the  men  are  scan^,  but- 
few  instances  occurring  of  the  chin  being  entireliy  covered.' 
The  mustaches  are  more  thick.    The  hair  of  both  sexes  is^ 
stndgbt,  ooatse,  and  of  a^raven  bkek*    In  inianta^it  has, 
ibrnfewyeais^asbadeof  hrcmfc   «ls4he^b«dissPo£aKA)dia 
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diere  is  but  litde  hair,  in  fact,  some  are  totally  dottitlife 
ofit 

**  The  costume  of  the  people,  continues  Gapt.  Lyon,  diffeit 
very  much  fifom  that  of  the  Hudson's  Stndt  savages,  though 
an  equal  degree  of  neatness  and  ingenuity  is  displayed  in 
the  woric  of  each.  The  clothes  of  both  sexes  are  principally 
composed  of  fine  and  well  prepared  rein-deer  pelts;  the  ridna 
of  bears,  seals,  wolves,  foxes,  and  marmotles,  are  also  used. 
The  seal  skins  are  seldom  employed  for  any  part  of  die  diess, 
except  boots  and  shoes,  as  being  more  capaUe  of  lesislinf 
water,  and  of  far  greater  durability  than  other  leather. 

'^  The  general  winter  dress  of  the  men  is  an  ample  outer  coat 
of  deer-skin,  having  no  opening  in  front,  and  a  large  hood, 
which  is  drawn  over  the  head  at  pleasure.  This  hood  is  in- 
variably bordered  with  white  fur  from  the  thighs  of  the  deer, 
and  thus  presents  a  lively  contrast  to  the  dark  &ce  which  it 
encircles.  The  front,  or  belly  part  of  the  coat,  is  cut  off 
square  with  the  upper  port  of  the  thighs ;  but  behind  it  is 
formed  into  a  broad  skirt,  rounded  at  tbe  lower  end,  which 
reaches  to  within  a  few  inches  of  the  ground.  The  lowtt 
edges  and  tails  of  these  dresses  are  in  sotne  cases  bordered 
With  bands  of  fur  of  an  opposite  colour  to  the  body,  and  it 
is  a  favourite  ornament  to  hang  a  fringe  of  little  strips  of 
skin  beneath  the  boixler.  These  embellishments  give  a  very 
pleasing  appearance  to  the  dress.  It  is  customary,  in  blow- 
ing weather,  to  tie  a  piece  of  skin  or  cord  tight  round  the 
waist  of  the  coat ;  but  in  other  cases  the  dress  hangs  loose. 
Within  the  covering  I  have  just  described  is  another  of  pre- 
cisely the  same  foim ;  but  though  destitute  of  ornaments  of 
leather,  it  has  frequendy  litde  strings  of  beads  hanging  to 
it  from  the  shoulders  or  small  of  the  back.  This  dress  is  of 
thinner  skin,  and  acts  as  a  shirt,  die  hairy  part  being  placed 
next  the  body :  it  is  the  in-doors  habit  When  walking,  the 
tail  IS  tied  up  by  two  strings  to  the  back,  so  that  it  may  not 
incommode  the  legs.  Besidea  these  two  coats,  they  have 
also  a  large  cloak,  (ht,  in  (ket,  an  open  deer*skin,  with 
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t  ikiM,  bom  ita  «ifle^  i#  19019  SfBf^itifitalj  nstd  M.i| 
Uintwit:  and  I  but  onoe  mw it  won  bjr  a'manat  the  tiUs^ 
dhliMa^  tbe  woBin  ;tli|Dw  it  or^  diaqr  duioUaBi  to  iMCiBr 
IhiMMhw aind difldven  wbilo dtotisifl^ on  Ike d^  ..  ^ 

k^  ^  Uke  <n>WMni  whtoh  aie  tigludj  tiad  xouid  Ike  IdiiSr  luorf 
i|^  waiaChandi^  1ml  depend  entqelj  by  die  diaaring4rtriog|.| 
Ihey  eie  feDerallj  eC  decv^ddsy  fliid  oniaaesM  intjlifia 
ilune  attBMgeeilhe  noeliL  Onf^o^.d)^  oioft  &Toarit9.|iK|t 
tWM  M  #a-eimugameDt  eg  ^  iiUae  of  deerf  lq;i^  fp 
tem  v«7r  pvatiy.  fliripef*  Ae.with  llie  jeobM^.tben^  j^ 
two  peiref .  tbeeo  andkpfflMeMgaj  jmchiag  no  lo^^ef  fhfil.4w 
knee-cap,  wbioh  ie  acanae  of  gpm^  diatrqaa  in  cbld^Wff^ 
alktbat  part  is  fieqnflatjyraereialy  fioat  bitten ;  yet  wiil;^faj|j| 
Ibcir  esperienee  of  tUa  bad.Mntmane^  thqr  will  not  f^ 
an  inch  to  the  eataUifihed  lenytb. 

'^' Theboots  Teach  to  the  botUnn  of  the  bieechesy  which  bwy 
laoady  over  them.  In  theae,  as  in  other  partp  of  Ihe  diicapb 
ate  many  wrietiea  of  eokmr,  matarialf  and  paUmif  yet  i^ 
Aape  they  norer  yaiy.  The  general  winter  bpoU  are  of 
dear  A  ia,  one  Laving  the  hair  next  Iba.  Ugf  i^nd  Ae  other 
with  die  liir  ontride.  A  pair  q{  adfk  aUpp^x*  of  the  earn 
kind  are  worn  between  the  two  pair  of  boot||  and  ontiidf 
ef  att  a  atroag  aeal-akin  ahoe  ia  pnUfd  to  tbe  boi|^ti  of 
die  anUe^  where  it  ia  tightly  aeonred  by  a  dmwing  aliii^ 
Cbr  hunting  ecioQcnanB»  or  in  aommef  ndian  die  cowir 
tryia  dMwed,  one  pair  of  boots  only  (iamjin.  Xbeyareoir 
ead-ddn»  and  «e  well  sewed  and  puepand  widioot.ti^ 
bahe^ that  alihai^  eompletely satniatedyd^y aUow np/fwiif 
tar  to  paaitkxough  dieau  Ihe  aolea  law^  geMraVj  lof  % 
loo|^  hide  of  die  wabwt  or  of  die  lai8^  aeal  oalled  Qlpif 
gUao,ao  that  the  leal  are  well  protected  in  waUong  ocmr 
lavgh  gimnid.  Slippcra  are  araietiviep  wopi  oQlaidfft.  If 
iMb  aaaeadie  boota  are  dghdy  faittpffji  wapid,  die  jprtsp 
widiimidiongnf  laadiar.  IkbrnUemm^mm^mimV^ 
^M^dkaa,  widiidiaiiMdr4lHMe:^bpt  jnrJffM^iireqF^  j|inA# 
aki»  ia  osadite  theaar  They  aie  ennw^alypcBafoKtl^j^^ 
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tirjf  bat  if  onee  wetted  and  fioeen  agwOy  in  die  winter  sflbd 
at  little  protection  to  the  hand  as  a  case  of  ice  woidd  da 
In  summer,  and  in  fishing,  exeeUent  seal-skin  mittens  are 
used,  and  have  the  same  power  of  resisting  water  as  the 
hoots  of  which  I  hare  just  spoken.  At  Igloolik,  on  on^  fiitt 
anriral,  we  found  a  few  pair  of  fingered  gloTCs,  rtrj  neady 
made.  The  dresses  I  haye  jnst  described  ave  chiefly  need 
te  winter.  During  the  summer  it  is  customaiy  to  wear  ooatf 
Viots,  and  eren  breeches,  composed  of  the  prepared  ddns 
of  ducks,  mth  the  feathers  next  the  body.  These  are  com- 
fbftable,  light,  and  easily  prepared.  When  we  first  became 
acquainted  with  the  different  parties  of  natives,  and  befbie 
diey  had  received  presents  fnmi  us,  we  found  that  the  few 
omaments  in  their  possession  were  worn  by  the  men.  Tbese 
were  some  bandeaus  which  encircled  the  head,  and  were 
eoB^Msed  of  various  coloured  leather,  jdaited  in  a  Mosaic 
pamem,  and  in  some  cases  having  human  hair  woven  is 
Aem  as  a  contrast  to  the  white  skins.  From  the  lower  edge 
hmdif  teeth  hung  suspended,  arranged  as  a  firi^pe  across 
tke  forehead*  In  different  parts  of  the  hsir  several  wore  a 
mnduox  tooth,  a  smaJ  ivory  figure,  or  the  bone  of  same 
amaU  animal. 

The  clothing  of  the  women  is  of  the  same  materisb  ]w 
ibaS  of  the  men,  but  in  shape  almost  every  part  is  difierent 
frnm  the  nude^hess.  An  inner  Jacket  is  worn  next  the  skil% 
And  the  fur  of  the  other  is  outside.  This  hind  flapor  tail  it 
of  the  form  before  described,  but  there  is  also  a  small  flap 
kk  firont,  extending  about  half  way  down  tlie  thigh.  Hie 
cMts  have  each  an  immense  hood,  which,  as  well  as  oover* 
lilg  the  head,  answers  the  purpose  of  a  child's  cradle  for 
two  or  three  years  after  the  birth  of  an  infont.  This  b  called 
ama-oo-ta,  and  is  the  same  as  the  amaut  of  Grants.  In  ifi> 
der  to  keep  the  burthen  of  the  child  from  drawing  the  Acesi 
tight  across  tii^  throat,  a  contrivance,  in  a  great  measure 
vssemUii^  the  slings  of  a  soldiei^s  knapsadty  is  affixed  to 
die^eoBaro^neck  part,  whence  St  passes  Ikneath  the  aiftii» 
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^^  i^ffc^ami^ik  oqrt  hum  mymiS^.^l^ti^'i^^^ 
,]p  gifefp^^Jbiigniiqfbfe  to-  iiMoiitir Jmti  it  Tnfli  ^at,  liii«||ih 
.pjnyjywil  jto^be  fer^li^  pmpoie  <>£  ftirilHatint  Ae>iiwMHpl 
.i^j)^^^tf}d:fi^  wwwilthg  bswrtr  witboatrltilQill^ 

4feSift4if><hi  VahViciigtiirKH'Or  jQanrtiineB  of  &e  eteiiC^iflb 
jrl)u&  bMg  in  pairs  :lo= the  luunlMr  of  twentgr  cor  tUurly^  m^ 
«!9  (loplipat  oi  Urn  akiQ  of  4he  hiiiit«r>  to  wIkibi  tlMk  iffittr 
ij^jfiied.  The  isexprassibles  of  the  woman  are  ot.  UmiHim^ 
fma  aa  thoae  of  the  men,  bat  they  are  not  omampntod  Iqr 
ijbm  flame  cariooa  armngem^it  of  colouia;  the  front  paxt-ja 
yoemHj  of  whiWy  and  the  back  of  durk  for*  -.The  iwaar 
j^pr  of  secuiing  them  at  the  waist  is  also  the  same;  bnl  Jlte 
dmwing-stringB  are  of  much  greater  lenglihi  being  anlF- 
ibiied  to  hang  down  byone  side,  and  thmr  ends  ave  jbo* 
qpentfy  oarnamented  with  some  pendant  jewtoly  so^b  at^a 
grinder  or  two  of  the  musk-oz,  a  piece  of  carved,ivaillrA 
ainaU  ballof  wood,  or  a  perforated. atonew  n  i 

^<  Qnldxea  have  no  kind  of  dpthipg^  batli^aiakii^  kl  tMr 
awdiei^  hoods  until  twp  or  three  j^anh of  ag^;YlK9il  tfi^f 
ai9  atojBed  into  a  little  dress,  generaUf.  of.  fitwiH»U%,vIl!ii^ 
baa  jacket  and  breeches  in  one^  tha  baek  part  bsiag  (fBe^i 
iniD  this  they  are  pushedy  when  a  stangor.  two  doa^  a)) 
Uf^  again*  A  cap  £Draa  an  indispensable  past  of  tbe^^Biiy^ 
ipcnl^and  is  generallj  of  some  iantaatioal  ahape:  iha  d^ 
of  a  lawn's  head  ia  a  favoorite  matenal  in  the  aompositicip^ 
and  is  aometbaea  aeen  with  the.  earn  peiliBet;  the  noiffijipd 
bolea  for  the  eyes  lying  along  the  crown  of/d)fL.wef$rfi^ 
if^  wbidi^in  eonaaqpoenoa^lDoka  VJuk  llm^pS :m^^^^ 

a  18  •  V        . 
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known  aayiag,  and  pnifftktlly  Aama  tbii  ^'  a  stildi  ia  tioMe? 
Apea  wonders;  foiv  baweisar  oU  or  waat  Ibeif  diaasea  aup 
Va,  k  is  raidy  that  saggged  cbthoa  aMc  settt. 

Our  woollsn  jaofcetSy  dtbtSt  or  moekkiga^  were  Tery 
Aioeh  esteemed;  and  though  not  a  tenth  part  uo  warm  aa 
tbe  skin  coverings,  yet  always  had  the  credit  witbthe  E!sq[ni» 
maux  of  being  much  more  comfortable  than  those ;  the  fuat 
oreatm^s,  who  wore  thorn  gen^cally  outside  their  proper 
drosses,  ascrUying  all  the  warmth  they  felt  to  die  KuKtw^nn. 
<dodi.  In  this  way  I  haye  seen  a  thiia  cotton  shirt  jdacecb 
OTtr  two  coats,  while  the  happy  wearer  ezidaimed  with  de- 
light that  "  it  made  him  quite  hot.*' 

The  wind  being  &yourable,  die  ship  ran  through  Hud- 
son's Strait,  and  on  the  twenty- third  they  took  their  final  de^ 
parture,  passing  Button's  Isles.  During  their  passage 
across  the  Atlantic  the  Aurorae  Boreales  were  generally  seen 
every  nigbt.  On  one  occasion  they  were  so  brilliant  as  to 
cast  shadows  on  the  deck. 

A  solan  goose  was  seen  on  the  seventh  of  October,  and 
as  the  ships  approached  the  Orkneys  several  more  of  these 
birds  were  seen.  The  appearance  of  other  vessels,  indicativo 
of  the  prospect  of  soon  obtaining  intercourse  with  tliose  hoot 
whom  they  had  been  now  separated  for  seven  and  twentjp 
months,  excited  in  all  tiie  most  cheering  feelings. 

The  breeze  »cveasing  to  a  fiesh  gale  iiom  the  southwaid 
in  the  course  of  the  night,  with  a  heavy  sea  from  the  tame 
quarter,  rendering  it  impossible  to  make  aoay  progress  in 
that  direction,  they  put  into  Lerwick  in  the  Shetland  Ig» 
lands,  to  precure  refreshments  and  await  a  change  of  wind, 
and  on  the  10th  at  ten  in  the  morning  anchored  there, 
where  they  were  immediately  visited  by  a  gfeat  number  of 
the^inhabitants,  anxious  to  greet  them  on  their  ntom  to  Irheir 

native  countsy. 

Qb  Ae  &Bt  infeimalaon  of  their  arrival  tiie  bells  of  Lev* 

wiek  wiere  set  ringing,  tbs:  inhabitants  floekad  from  every 

part  of  th«  eonniry  to  express  their  joy,  and  tho  town  wan 

sif  nlfht  illuminated  as  if  each*  individual  had  a  brother  ov  a 
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■M  lamMf  die  ereW.  0&  *4di  MOMMiiir'SttMb^j  tlf^'-Ml 
iters  tflid  meb  of  both  dope  eftteMei  ifirine  8er«4eet^4mf^ 
when  the  woithy  nuBiete^  die  Beireeeni  Mh  Memrie^  nCb 
was  Woce  wdl  Imoim  tD  SMlD^f,  ^>fhved  ttp  in  the  meir  ee* 
lensft  add  impM^^  dMuJagifiuy  <bf  their 'MM 

jetuni.  -i.'^ 

Qb  the  iMu  4  beee«B  epHaginy  iip  fitmi  the  iHMhiiMi, 
^bsgreoekleatvefthetrtiiid  ind  hctqpilable  fiieiidl,  de^ 
tieliBiUeof  dieootfdial  «md  sffeodMiaie  fecftfrtkm  Idiey  eaie^ 
jfeneed.  On  die  Mdi^  Mng  off  Whitby,  Ciiptaiti  ^MVy 
went  on  shote  then,  apcomprtnied  bj  Mr.  fkher  'th^'  aMM^ 
nomer,  and  after  recemng  the  eoidial  greethigs  oF  a  giMt 
nombertyf  die  worthy  inhabitants  of  Whitby,  who  had'a»- 
sembledy  set  off  for  London  and  atrired  at  the  AdnurakyM 
die  morning  of  the  18di.  The  ships,  afirer  touching  lit  tfo 
Humber  for  rpilots,  arrived  in  the  River  Thaiaes  shordy  ij^ 
terwards,  and  were  paid  off  at  Deptford  on  die  14fli  of  Nd- 
vemberi  1823. 

Notwithstanding  the  attempts  of  this  voyage  to  discover 
a  north-west  passi^  were  ineffectual,  Captain  Parry  saj« 
that  his  QOnvictions  of  the  possibility  are  ineieased ;  btfl 
that  the  opening  must  be  found  dirou^  Prince  Regenfi 
Inlet,  aad  that  (he  passage  will  be  into  Bhering^s  Smdi. 
He  asjys,  ^  While  the  pfobabiKty  of  the  ejdslnioe  of  Hie 
passage  has  been  greatly  strengthened  by  the  effiottsdf-ocnr 
various  expe4UioDS  by  land  and  sea,  as  wdl  as  by  tbeiso'df 
the  Russians  about  Icy  Cape,  the  hi^ie  of  'its  ultimate  ail. 
compliahtnent  has,  oQotwifhstending  our  late  ftdure,  ieteiv<H 
no  inc0D8tderable  encomragement.  That  the  saa  is  sHtti^ 
.times.  niEtvigabk  upon  the  northern  shores  of  Aaierica  li'^no 
longer  a  matter  of  speculation  or  conjectun^  Imt  llliilfc 
recorded  upon  the  authority,  and  to  the  honour,  of  our  dk- 
tinguished  countryman  Captain  Franklin,  and  his  braifo 
companions.  A  m^le  view  of  the  drawings  accompanying 
his  description  of  their  extraordinary  canoe-navigaiion  aMHg 
these  delate  shores,  must  at  ooee  oititey' to  tHe^idfndimf 
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those  who  are  interested  in  the  accomplishment  of  this  long- 
sought  object,  a  degree  of  encouragement  which  the  most 
■anguine  could  scarcely  have  experienced  before.  And  al- 
though there  can  be  no  doubt,  that  the  various  changes  of 
wind  and  tide  wcnild  oceasionally  block  up  widi  ice  the  shores 
surveyed  by  Captain  Franklin,  yet  the  open  water  he  ob* 
served  is  a  proof  that  the  ice  has  a  considerable  space  to 
move  in :  and  I  cannot,  therefore,  but  entertain  a  very  con- 
fident hope  that  if  a  ship  could  once  be  got  upon  that 
coast,  she  might,  by  patience  and  perseverance,  ultimately 
complete  the  derired  object.  It  becomes,  therefore,  a  matter 
of  more  interest  than  ever,  to  inquire  by  what  route  a  ship 
is  most  likely  to  reach  that  part  of  the  coast  lately  discovered 
and  surveyed  by  Captain  Franklin. 

^It  is  more  than  probable,  that  the  obstacles  Which 
filially  arrested  our  progress  in  the  Strait  are  to  be  mainly 
attributed  to  the  current  we  found  setting  to  the  eastward, 
through  it;  and  which  coincides  with  that  observed  by 
Captain  Franklin  and  by  the  Russians  to '  the  westward. 
This  stream,  in  finding  its  way  out  through  the  Strait> 
would  undoubtedly  have  the  effect  of  keeping  the  ice  close 
home  upon  its  western  mouth,  so  as  to  prevent  the  egress  of 
a  ship  in  that  direction ;  and  I  cannot  help  thinking  that, 
on  this  account,  the  navigation  of  that  Strait  will  seldom  if 
ever  be  pmcticable.** 

The  information  which  the  second  voyage  of  Captain 
Fisrry  produced,  although  ['unsuccessful  in  accomplishing 
the  gpreat  object  in  pursuit,  induced  the  Government  to  make 
further  attempts ;  and  accordingly  in  the  succeeding  spring 
vessels  were  again  fitted  ou^  of  which  the  following  ate 
fbt  particiilam. 
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^  THE  Fuiy  and  ^9cll^  which  ha4  been  pa^d  (yff^ia^.Ii^ 
Tember  jl823,^  were  r^-oonuniasioDed,  and  to  jdbem  WM  a|]4p4 
Iha  Griper^  to  be  commanded  by  Captain  Lyon,  w|m(I^ 
]|^  however,  ifaa  to  take  a  different  mate,  bat  to  eo-fqpfr. 
^te  with  Captain  Panrjr  by  land,  each  taking  a  copzM  wt9p|| 
former  lights  and  experience  pointed  out  as  most  likely  )9 
^n^ire  success.  It  was  intended  that  Captain  Parry  sboald 
^deavonr  to  make  the  passage  by  the  Prince  Begent^a-hff^ 
let,  which  runs  out  of  Lancaster  Sound  to  the  southward^ 
tQwards  Hudson^s  Bay,  and  which  was  discoyered  by  him 
in  his  second  voyage;  C^>tain  Lyon  was  to  land  in  Be* 
pulse  Bay,  leaving  charge  of  the  Griper  to  Lieutenant  Gv 
Dixon,  and  to  proceed  over-land  to  the  Copper«mine  River^ 
whilst  Captain  Franklin  was  to  explore  by  land  the  coa9t,|)f 
the  Arctic  Sea  from  Mackenzie's  Biver  to  Icy  Cape.  .^  ^ 
Every  advantage  was  taken  of  the  experience  obtaii^ 
in  the  former  voyages,  and  nothing  was  omitted  which  coal4 
add  to  the  comfort  or  secure  the  safefy  of  the  crews  in  their 
perilous  undertaking*  Considerable  improvements  .  ha^jf 
taken  place  in  the  mode  of  warming  the  vessels  in  their  sev/Sf 
lal  departments;  and  increased  strength  has  been  given  ^ 
their  bows  by  an  additional  casing  of  timber.  Canatans 
upon  a  new  construction  have  also  been  intiodnoed*  ^hidjl 
promise  less  risk  of  injury  than  those  formerly  in  ose.  The 
sails  and  cordage  were  all  new,  and  of  superior  workman* 
ship;  while  the  stores  of  eveiy  description  are  abundant, 
and  applicable  to  eveiy  casoal^  than  can  oocor*  Modem 
publio^ons  were  added  to  tke  libcaries,  and  nothing  was 
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neglected  which  might  afford  amusement  (»-  infcnrmati^m  lo 
the  officers. 

A  very  splendid  and  hospitable  entertainment  was  grren 
on  board  the  Fuiy  and  Hecla,  lying  off  Deptford  dock-yard, 
by  Captain  Parry,  6n  Tuesday,  the  4th  of  May,  The  most 
disting^shed  of  the  company  present  on  this  occasion  were 
the  Duke  of  Marlborough,  Earl  BatJiurst,  Lady  Georgiana 
Bathurst,  Lady  Emily  Bathurst,  Lord  and  Lady  Sidmouth, 
Lord  Nugent,  Lord  Clinton,  Sir  Everard  Home,  the  Lord 
Mayor  and  family,  the  Right  Hon.  W.  W.  Wynn  and  fa- 
niily,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Hobhouse,  Sir  J.  Yorke;  Sir  Henry, 
Lady,  and  Miss  Martin ;  Captain  J.  Franklin,  the  Hon« 
Douglas  Kinnaird,  S.  Whitbread,  Esq.  Sir  Alexander  ahd 
Lady  Johnston,  Mrs.  Admiral  Hamilton,  Captain  and 
Mrs.  Napier,  Lieutenant  Colonel  Ady,  Captain  and  Mrs. 
Wilbraham,  Mr.  Alderman  Heygate  and  Lady ;  and  a  long 
list  of  others,  too  numerous  to  mention. 

The  Hecla  and  Fury  dropped  down  the  river  from  Dept- 
ford on  Saturday  the  8th  of  May,  1824.  The  crew  of  the 
'Griper  gave  three  cheers  as  she  passed,  which  was  answered 
by  the  Hecla*s  crew.  This  incident  was  interesting,  inas- 
linuch  as,  the  Griper  being  to  take  out  the  land  expedition, 
the  next  intercourse  of  those  brave  men  was  expected  to  be 
in  the  regions  of  desolation  and  cheerless  misery. 

Captain  Parry  proceeded  on  his  voyage ;  and  of  him  we 
lave  heard  nothing  positive  since,  and  doubt  not  but  he 
found  winter-quarters.  Suddenly,  however,  and  unexpect- 
edly, on  the  10th  of  November  1824,  the  Griper,  Captain 
Lyon,  ran  into  Portsmouth-harbour,  (without  anchoring  at 
Spithead,)  with  signals  of  distress  flying,  having  narrowly  es. 
caped  destruction  in  fruitless  endeavours  to  get  into  Repulse- 
Bay.  The  ship  appears  to  have  suffeired  dreadfully.  She 
had  reached  to  withm  six  hours  sail  of  Kepulse  Bay,  whte 
a  most  tremendous  gale  came  on,  hitherto  tmequalled  fot 
iseverity  in  those  seas,  which  eontiniled  for  several  days  vKth 
Qhnbatbd  'ftrry ;  and  after -the^er^w  had  ifutfeied  In  tt  dlMd* 
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Imd  to  rafit,  the  skip  having  host  all  her  aachcm.Mcl.ai^ 
hUi.  amuigst  th«  ice»  basidaii  ha4rix«  heeft  w  flllOie  and  fi^ 
liipad  damage  aa  her.  hottaat;.  her  boats  vwe  all  stova  jii^ 
Wa  ave  happy  t»  lMar%  faaareYei^  that  m^  Imft  wen^  IqbU  .„  ? 

Captain  Lyoii)  tha  laoaeiit  ha  aoBiYad  in  LoadM^  hegW^ 
la  pstftfore  a.  ^^Biiiif  Nanatm  of  ao  .mmmaoataful  iitlmofiW 
&oJf  and  mthia  n  miy  f^m  wulkm  iliiaa  pablUiad*  'Dm 
enterprising  individuals  whose  aiduaoa  OKHCtioDa  and  ii|v 
tanaa  sii£BBrings  ave  laeordad  in  tfaia  intcMating  val^^ 
the  most  powerfiil  elaima  on  the  gntitode  of  tfaeiz,  ooo9t|||^ 
men ;  and,  though  they  have  been  nasnocesaful  in  the  pii%i 
cipal.4ilgect  of  the  expedition,  the  skill  and  intrepiditj,^ 
dM  gallant  oommander  and  hia  crew  are  not  the  less  demn^. 
ing  of  adniration.  In  a  short  preface.  Captain  itjon,  ds^ 
tails  tha  object  of  the  vojage,  by  stating  the  general  beVM^* 
^^tfaat  a  western  portion  of  the  Polar  Sea  lies  BI.-9Q  gxm^ 
distanee  across  Melville  Peninsula  from  Repulse  Bay»  and* 
diat  all  the  Esquimaux  agree  in  placing  it  at  three  dajm 
jeumey.  Should  this  be  the  case,  of  which  no  douhl 
seems  to  be  entertained^  the  wi^er  in  question  aoay  be  ifff* 
ferred  to  join  that  sea,  which  opens  out  firom  the  west^ 
month  of  die  Strait  of  the  Fury  and  Heda,  and  the  £(Mrm  c$ 
the  peninsula  may  be  tolerably  imagined  iroto  ^  c^arfu 
dmwn  by  the  natives,  A  bight  may  thereibfo  ej^st  as  fai; 
tr>  the  southward  aa  Akkoolee,  whicb  is  the  oppeaita  shc»;ii 
ftom  Sepulse  Bay;  and  it  eertaialy  woali  he  aa  qbjecfc  ef 
great  interest  to  traoe  the  eonnapdon  of  its..shoxeawitb  Point 
Tam-agauiy  at  which  Captain  Fmnkin*a  operationa  tenpin 
nated.**  Under  this  supposition,  Ckptodv  Lyoa  was  diie^ledft 
la  winter  in  Repalae  Bay ;  and  in  dm  spring  of  1895.  t0 
paoeeed-with  a  small  party  acroaa  Mslville  Peninsule» mft 
aBdeavonr  totraeedMdioiaa.of  ihsiFelaKSeaaa  fiu;tsd|fl 
ehove mentianed  Peinli*  . .        ,  .r.  ^, 

lOm  Oriper,  4if  18ft  lcm%  avi  n^emm  af  lKt|^4im  jq^ 
Deptfbid-w  dm  MMh  ^  Jmmi  JtM^  aaid  joNM^  ^-Pf!9» 
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viiiQiuviessel,  the  Snap,  at  the  Little  Noie.  Befiure  tbe^ 
reach  Stromness  in  the  Orkneys,  where  they  did  not  ainve 
till  the  dOth,  they  were  nearly  shipwrecked.  They  here 
look  in  water  and  some  provisions ;  and  on  the  3d  of  July 
sailed  from  Stromness.  But  it  was  soon  discovered  that  the 
sailing-qualities  of  the  Griper  were  of  the  worst  description ; 
and,  whilst  steering  their  course  across  the  Atlantic,  it  was 
necessary  she  should  be  frequently  taken  in  tow  by  her  pro* 
vision-tender^  the  Snap. 

On  the  1st  of  August  they  fell  in  with  their  first  piece  of 
ice,  a  small  berg  of  about  70  feet;  and  in  the  evening  they 
first  discerned  the  Labrador  coast  On  the  dd  the  stores 
were  removed  from  the  Snap  in  a  fog  so  dense,  ^'  that  the 
boats  were  directed  backwards  and  forwards,  amongst  loose 
ice,  by  the  sound  of  bells  which  were  continued  ringing.** 
**  When  our  stores  were  all  on  board,*'  says  Captain  LyoUf 
^'  we  found  her  narrow  decks  completely  crowded  by  them. 
The  gangways,  forecastle,  and  abaft  the  mizen^masts,  were 
filled  with  casks,  hawsers,  whale-lines,  and  stream-cable, 
while  on  our  straightened  lower  deck  we  were  obliged  to 
place  casks  and  other  stores  in  every  part  but  that  allotted 
to  the  ship-company's  mess  table ;  and  even  my  cabin  had 
a  quantity  of  things  stowed  away  in  it.  The  launch  was 
filled  high  above  her  gunwales  with  various  articles;  and 
our  chains  and  waist  were  lumbered  with  spars,  planks, 
sledges,  wheels,  &c.  Our  draft  of  water  aft  was  now  six- 
teen feet  one  inch,  and  forward  fifteen  feet  ten  inches.** 

On  the  5th  they  made  Cape  Resolution,  the  weather  be- 
ing very  severe;  and  Captain  Lyon  declares,  that  even 
^  np  to  this  period,  we  had,  in  fact,  experienced  more  se* 
^re  and  unpleasant  weather  than  during  our  passage  out  on 
die  last  voyage.'*  On  the  8th,  abreast  of  Saddleback,  and 
the  Middle  Savage  Islands,  and  about  five  miles  firom  the 
land,  the  Griper  struck  twice,  and  heeled  very  much,  but 
fortonately  dkt  not  sngtain  any  damage.  The  deviatioll';oif 
ilM»:  compasses  now  lieeanie  veiy'^greaty'iiotwithstandii^  od6 
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Uliii  tmiua  whh  Fnfewir  Bail6w*i  ^hui.  7UUl"Nld 
■mSen  tePMwiiily  dnripg  the  list.two  Akjv,  and  on  tbi^VMi 
^^tUiUsd  wiA'  tog  antfl  nooa^  idieaji  dw  sbr  dawed,  ilM 
^thifSf  ttdds  Ae  TTpper  Sftrkge  IJisai,  and,  makiiig  &t^^ 
iSte  lugeiR  floe  dwylud  yet  ieen,  reonined  until  ^Ite  ftt 
ioMii^  nota.  **  On  dliB  ^loe,  u  Hu  matber  wm  tokhtf% 
Voe,  w«  Wm  enabled  to  Btietdi  HnM  for  Ae  ptfi]tow  of  ittf- 
^  ^toOilM,  W.'4riii(&  wta  Mwnrj mpniiiei aa,  JBtDm iflfe 
cantiniial  wet  weather  we  had  experienced,  ifie  di^-iitl 
ieVjiiy'^i^  ^Uun  her  had  become  veiT  damp.** '  '.''''  i 
' '  At  dii7-%ht  on  Hai  ISth  the  fint  EaqafmanX  yiU'tSSk 
|iili3dling  veiy  quietly  towtola  thefflj  and,  h«ilb|r  W'H^ . . 
fa6e  on  tbe  ice,  b^an  to  barter,  f^oni  Captain  X^tiRi 
liiowJedge  of  the  lan^;iiage  a  conTeraation  direcdy  ioAk 
place,  and  in  about  half  an  hour  sixty  more  natives  nutde 
tbdr  appearance  in  eight  kajaks  and  three  omiaibi,  the'' lat- 
ter'with  sails  made  of  the  intestinea  of  the  walnu.  Asududt 
du(y  bef^  to  make  free  with  many  articles;  and  one  fdlMr 
nicceeded  in  picking  the  captain's  pocket  of  hi4  handto- 
cbief,  for  which  he  received  a  box  on  the  ear.  Hw  o^bIs 
trided  fiurly,  each  woman  producing  her  storei'  fimn' V  ' 
neat  .little  lliin  bag,  which  was  distinguisfaed  by  our  men  By 
jibe  name  of  a  reticule.  A  new  varie^  of  conU)  was  jiqI. 
chased,  ai^  Captun  Lyon  procured  a  miinbr  .'cmnpowd 
of  a  broad  plate  of  black  mica,  so  fitted'into  a  leatbem  caae 
as  to  be  seen  on  either  side.  Soma  of  the  natives  Were  ao- 
milled  on  board  tbe  Griper  to  see  the  pone^i  and  i^i, 
at  which  they  evinced  ugns  of  fear,  particidarly  at  tba 
a^neaking  of  the  latter,  and  conndered  them  as  two  iJew 
■pedea  of  tooktoo,  (rein-deer.1  Captiun  Lyon  purchased 
Jor  a, knife  tbe  sail  of  a  woman's  boat.  It  was  nine 
jEeitt.  five  ipdies  at  the  head,  by  only  six  feet  at  the  foot, 
a^  hiving  %  deep  of  thirteen  feet  Tbe  gut  of  which  it 
wat  eomposed  was  in  four-iuch  breadths,  neatly  sewed 
nth  Jj^uni^  pf  the  same  material ;  and  the  whole  saiJ  ouly 
wdgned  tbm.pounds  three  qnartera.  Off  the  Noitjb.  'B.VvA 
hl9  9« 
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.mother  partjr  wm  met  wttht  mid  a  funiliar  interconiBe 
toofcplaoe. 

On  the  14th,  their  progieM  mtas  pAinfuUy  sloiv,  and 
Ihey  passed  rnaeh  doeely-packed  ice.  The  temperature 
Iras  80*  in  the  shade*  and  the  fog  firosse  thickly  on  the  rigv 
gtag.  On  the  15th  the  eompasses  were  estremelijr  sluggish^ 
e^nd  the  <me  fitted  with  the  plate  showed  as  much  deviation 
'^en  the  ship's  head  was  to  the  eastward  as  any  other; 
Hiis  ceased  much  anxiety.  On  the  17th  they  made  Charley 
Islandi  and  killed  two  walrusses  in  shoal  water.  Before  the 
erening  of  the  19th  they  were  within  ten  miles  of  Cape 
Wobtenholme,  and  the  following  afternoon  of  Pigges  Isr 
tsnd,  the  sea  full  of  ice.  The  very  dull  and  bad  sailing  of 
the  Gnpct  eontinned ;  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  part 
of  the  mountains  of  Southampton  Idand  were  seen. 

On  the  24th9  Captain  Lyon,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ken- 
dil»  landed  for  the  purpose  of  making  observations.  They 
law  some  deer.  They  returned  on  board  in  the  afternoon ; 
and  the  point  on  which  they  landed  was  named  after  Mr. 
Lejrson,  the  assistant  surgeon ;  and  the  inlet  between  it  and 
Gitpe  Pembroke  named  after  Mr.  Evans,  the  purser  of  the 
Oiiper.  On  the  25th  they  made  the  high  land  at  Pembrokciy 
the  next  day  passed  abreast  of  it.  The  compasses  had  now 
become  quite  useless,  with  the  ship*s  head  southerly,  and 
that  in  particular  to  which  the  plate  was  fitted  so  power- 
le^that  its  north  point  stood  wherever  it  was  placed  by 
the  finger;  but,  with  the  head  northerly,  they  all  traversed 
again.  This,  however,  benefited  but  little;  for  Captain 
Lyon  says,  *^as  our  rout  lay  to  the  south-west,  we  were 
without  other  guidance  than  celestial  bearings,  which  could 
not  always  be  obtained" 

On  the  27th  they  fell  in  with  a  native,  who,  as  he  ap- 
proached, was  observed  **  seated  on  three  inflated  sealskins,  ' 
conneeted  most  ingeniously  by  blown  intestines,  so  that  his 
▼easel  was  extremdy  buoyant.    He  was  astride  upon  one 

ridtty  wMle  at90tber  d  a  lanrer  siee  was  seeored  on  eadi  side 

-■»»-'.--'^-     


•f'lil^  w^atlM  wM  plseed  ia  a  kiti4of  1mUov«  Hw/lim 
well  fumisli^  with  seal-skm  boolSy  wera  iminaned  mu^ 
%irthe  knees  ift-water,  and  he  xowed  with  a  Ttrj  aleiijei  ifnotr 
ttafaied  paddle^of  whaleboner  whidi  was  Mciured  to  hiii)x||j^ 
hf  a  ttolkg«  'He  eochfluted  aonie  aigiia  irf  feai:;  hiit|*'8upii 
teada  being  gii^en  to  huny  he  placed  them  with  tiemblp|g 
tttgeirt  adMaa  laiga  bmioh  of  hair  whioh  protodad  fioq^ 
his  feieheacb  Captain  Lyon  afterwards  lai^ded  with  him» 
fai  hopes  sf' obtaining  sig^ti  for  the  instnimants,  and-  iqs 
then  johied  by  six  others^  who  all  appeared  most  mieiinilily, 
hamig  onlj  a  piece  of  ohipped  ihnt  for  a  knife.  Xhegr.4& 
Miraids  visited  two  tents,  reiy  small,  and  full  ctf  holsa,'^ 
Which  were  five  women  and  ax  children.  One  of  Uie-j^f^ 
men,  bj  her  appeamnce,  could  have  been  eoarcdy  SfUiffn 
years  of  age ;  yet  carried  her  own  child,  a  stout  boy  at  least 
twdve  mondis  old,  at  her  back.  In  one  tent  was  a  Utde 
pieoe  of  deal,  about  three  inches  in  length,  planed  a^d 
piiinted  Uack  on  one  side ;  and,  with  three  bows  made  of 
many  pieces,  was  all  the  wood  in  their  possession.  Kniva% 
bearding-pikes,  and  many  other  articles,  .were  distribuli^ 
among  these  wret^ed  beings.  Each  man  was  disliB^ 
goished  by  an  immense  mass  iji  hair,  as  large  as  the  l^sfi 
of  a  ehild,  loUed  into  a  ball,  and  projecting  from  the  sif^ 
of  the  foreheads  Ciq)tain  Lyon  caused  cme  of  these  ta.^ 
opened.  It  consisted  of  six.  long  strings  of  his  own  loNdn^ 
originally  jdatted,  but  so  matted  with  dirt,  deal's  i^,  ft4^ 
as  to  resemble  a  rough  hair-tether.  These  extcaoidinaiy 
tresses  were  bound  tightly  together  at  their.  base»  and  m^ 
sured  above  four  feet  >  ^ 

On  the  29th  they  again  landed  to  proonre  wat6r,c>an|l 
found  some  Esquimaux  gmves.  In  the  afternoon  it  UeV;# 
gale,  and  the  ship  was  put  under: dose  reefed.  topiSiila 
Captain  Lyon  adds,  .a  strong  weather«^tide  rose  so  4ioi^ 
and-a^high  sea,  that  fat  thieeiluHvp  tks^tiiip  wa^nnmannga 
aMe^and  pitdied  hQ«rqmt-n«4i^>«smigi,^iQPfa^ 
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•bote,  we  wevB  Uflmiiiig  it  rapidly,  and  driving  boldly  dowu 

00  the  shoal.  To  add,  if  possible,  to  this  distrefising  sir 
taadon,  the  masts  were  eiqpeoted  lo  go  eveiy  momeiiti,  and 
all  hands  were  kept  on  deck,  in  readiness. .  The  tiLer  twiJO 
broke  adrift,  and  two  men  were  bnused.  In  the  moznini^: 
the  wind  came  round  and  moderated  from  south-west,  with 
a  turbulent  short  sea.  The  deviation  of  the  compasses  now 
increased,  and,  with  the  lamentable  sailing  of  the  Giip^ 
the  stnmg  tides,  and  bad  weather,  caused  her  sitoatson  to  be 
moat  perilous. 

Capt.  Lyon  says,  **  as  there  was  reason  to  fear  the  fiaJling 
of  the  tide,  which  was  from  12  to  15  feet  on  this  coast,  and 
in  that  case  the  total  destruction  of  the  ship,  I  caused  the 
kmg-boat  to  be  hoisted  out,  and,  with  the  four  smaller  (mes, 
to  be  stored  to  a  certain  extent  with  anns  and  provisicmSto 
The  officers  drew  lots  for  their  respective  boats,  and  the 
ahip's  company  were  stationed  to  them.  The  long-boat 
having  been  filled  with  stores  which  could  not  be  put  below, 
it  became  requisite  to  throw  them  oyerboard,  as  there  was 
no  room  for  them  on  our  very  small  and  crowded  decks, 
over  which  heavy  seas  were  constantly  sweeping.  In  mak«> 
ing  these  preparations  for  taking  to  the  boats,  it  was  evident 
to  all,  that  the  long-boat  was  the  only  one  which  had  the 
slightest  diance  of  living  under  the  lee  of  the  ship,  should 
die  be  wrecked ;  but  cTery  man  drew  his  lot  with  the  great* 
est  composure,  although  two  of  our  boats  would  have  been 
siramped  the  instant  they  were  lowered.  Yet  such  was  the 
noble  feeling  of  those  around  me,  that  it  was  evident,  had 

1  ordered  the  boats  in  question  to  be.  manned,  their  crews 
woiUd  have  entered  them  without  a  murmur. 

**  In  the  afternoon,  on  the  weather  clearing  a  little,  we 
discovered  a  low  beach  all  around  astern  of  us,  on  which 
the  surf  was  running  to  an  awful  height ;  and  it  appeared 
wident  that  no  human  power  could  save  us.  At  three  in 
the  afternoon  the  tide  had  hlDim  to  twan^^two  feet  (only  m^ 
iMt  more  than  we  drew ;)  and  the  shipi  having  been  lifted 
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bf  m '  tMMild«oa  m9L,  ^Mnisk  '«iith  gmir  vMesor  the"  wMt 
•te^^df  Iter  ked.    lUs'ire  iialiiidy  ooncdfed^wii'dw 

'mJ^AA'^tk^iii^lKitLU  $M  tD  hug  under  1m ;lte 

Shd  eototinued  to  strike  with  saffident  finee  to  ham  htaM 
aiijr  leii^fiyrtifttd  vwm!,  af  kMradt  of  avfeir  miaiites^  rmbmu 
eror  «ft 'omwiaHy  li^vy  -ae^  paaaad  na;  aiid|(aattfi6r  ^waiaa 
irttt  ao  dHJknr,  thaaa  might:  afcanai  be  oUed  bredwnauk. 
dier-  lha»  nMea^lbr  each  in  paaring  bmat  with  gnat  ifcatH 
over  our  gangways ;  and,  aa  every  aem  topped^  onr  dada 
iMia  ooMhniaHyfjand  fioeqiienti^  ftxided.  All  handiMDlc 
a',  licda*  lefrBBhment,  fi>r  aooae  had  acaraaly  haan  boiloir  ifiir 
tipanty^fimr  hooia,  and  I  had  not  been  in  bed  for  three  ni|[^la* 
AIAough  few  or  none  of  ua  had  any  idea  that  we  ahonld 
anrvive  the  gale,  we  did  not  think  that  our  comforts  sheiiU 
be  entirely  negleeted ;  and  an  order  was  therefore  given  tf 
Ihe  men  to  pot  on  their  best  and  warmest  dothtng,  to  euU 
bfe  them  to  snpport  life  as  long  as  possiUe.  Every  man 
therefiofe,  brought  bis  bag  on  deck,  and  dressed  himsd^ 
and,  in  the*  fine  athletic  forms  which  stood  befose  m%.I  did 
not  see  one  mosde  qoiver,  nor  the  slightest  sign  of.alafiaa 
The  officers 'each  seemed  some  useful  instrument  abeol 
Aem  fer  the  purpose  of  observation^  although  it  waa"  ae* 
knowkc^ied  by  all,  that  not  the  8Ugfatest.hope  reaaainedi  jkl 
about  aix  in  the  afternoon  the  rudder,  which  had  leoeivad 
some  very  heavy  blows,  rose,  and  broke  up  the  aftarJodk^ 
crs ;  and  this  was  the  last  severe  shock  which  the  shlp.Ba« 
eeived.  We  found  by  the  well  that  she  made  no  water,  and 
hf  dark  she  struck  no  more.  God  waa  merciful  to  us ;  and 
the  tide,  almost  miraculoudy,  ML  no  lower.  At  dark  heavy 
nSn  idl,  but  waa  borne  with  patience ;  £or  it  beat  dowh  thd 
gale;  and  brought  with  it  a  light  air  from  the  noithwaidL 
Atttine  inthe  evening  the  water  had  deepened  to'five  Ji^ 
ihotes.  The  diip  kept  eff'tha  gaouad  all  nifl^  and/aar 
^hahsted  erew  oblaiaed  wmam3mokm  »M^^"^  n  ^-v  ^itii 
The  next  morniBff.thar^Ml^^^'"^'''^ 
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Ih4t  the  befti  bower  had  lost  a  fluke,  and  tliat  the  others 
were  uninjured.  Ibis  plaee,  Captaiu  Ljon  adds,  **  ia  hum- 
ble gratitude  for  our  deliY^ry,  I  uamed  the  baj  of  God's 
Meiey;*  The  ktitude  of  it  ia  6S*  85'  48'^  N.  loo^tuda  86* 
•S'W. 

■  There  was  at  this  momeot  no  anchor  left  in  the  ship. 
:Notwith8taadingr»  it  waa  determined,  if  poasiUe,  to  winter 
about  Chesterfield  Inlet,  or  even  to  the  southward  of  that 
tfci.  The  persevering  efibrts  of  all  on  board  were  acoord- 
'log^y  directed  to  gain  the  American  shore;  but  finding 
that  the  ship  got  into  the  shallows  of  Hudson*s  Bufy  'thegr 
were  reluctantly  compelled  to  edge  away  for  Salisbury  Is- 
land, still  hoping  that  a  few  fine  and  iavoomble  days  wodd 
restore  to  them  their  lost  ground.  At  length  the  hope- 
less continuance  of  bad  weather,  the  wretched  conditicm 
of  the  ship  (from  her  incapacities,)  the  officers  and  crew 
haying  suffered  more  hardships  than  on  any  proTious  Toy- 
age,  the  advanced  stage  of  the  season,  with  numerous  other 
concomitant  miseries,  compiled  Captain  Lyon  to  consent 
that  the  ship  should  be  got  out  of  Hudson's  Straits  (an  ez« 
tent  of  800  miles  of  dangerous  navigation;)  which  place 
they  had  scarcely  cleared,  when  a  southerly  gale  drove  them 
«p  to  Davis's  Straits,  150  miles  to  the  southward  of  Reso- 
lution Island.  Providentially,  a  change  of  wind  enabled 
them  soon  after  to  proceed  on  a  southern  passage  homeward ; 
and  the  Griper  arrived  at  Portsmouth  in  six  weeks  in  the 
state  described. 

The  Griper  spoke  several  whalers,  all  of  whicb  had  been 
unsuccessful  iu  the  fishery ;  no  ship  had  more  than  two  fish, 
and  many  none  whatever.  From  the  master  of  the  Fhcenix 
whaler,  Captain  Lyon  heard  that  Captain  Parry's  expedi- 
tion had  been  seen  in  the  middle  of  August,  in  lat  71*  beset 
with  ice.  On  tb^  whole,  the  season  has  been  more  boister- 
ous, and  consequently  the  sea  less  dear,  than  it  has  been 
known  for  a  number  of  years.  It  was  very  questionable  if 
.Captain  Parry  woA  be  able  to  reach  Lancaster  Sound.  Had 
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the  Ghriper  effected  a  wintering  either  in  Repulse  Bvf  6i 
Wager  Rirer,  or  Chesterfield  Inlet,  Captain  Lyon,  with*  a 
stnxng  pajr^»  would  bava  ottide  ft  latid^jobiMjr  toi  :Point 
Tnmagain)  near  the  Coppermine  River,  a  distance  of  aeven 
hundred  miles,  for  which  expedition  they  were  fully  equip- 
ped. Captain  Parry,  if  he  Succeeds  in  passing  Lancaster 
Sound,  and  getting  to  the  southward  down  Prinee  Regenf  a 
Inlet  (by  which  Captain  Jjjon  waa  next  year  to  communis 
eate  with  him,)  will  send  a  land  expedition,  if  possible,  in 
the  same  direction,  as  well  as  to  Repulse  Bay,  in  the  hope 
of  communicating  with  the  Griper.  irri* 

The  third  and  fourth  voyages  of  Captain  Fwnj  will  ba 
fmn  in  diM  fiouxse  in  the  present  Voittme* 
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CAPTAIN  FRANKLIN  S  JOURNEY 


TO 


THE  POLAR  SEA. 


The  GoTemment  haring  determined  upon  tendiilg  an  ex* 
pedidon  from  the  shores  of  Hudson^s  Bay  bj  land,  to  ecK« 
plore  the  northern  coast  of  America,  from  the  month  of  the 
Coppermine  River  to  the  eastward,  Captain  Franklin  was 
appointed  to  this  service  by  Earl  Bathurst,  on  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  Lord's  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty ; 
who,  at  the  same  time,  nominated  Doctor  John  Richard- 
son, a  surgeon  in  the  Royal  Navy,  Mr.  Greorge  Back,  and 
Mr.  Robert  Hood,  two  Admiralty  Midshipmen,  to  be  joined 
with  him  in  the  enterprize.    The  main  object  of  the  Expe- 
dition was  that  of  determining  the  latitudes  and  longitudes 
of  the  northern  coast  of  North  America,  and  the  trending  of 
that  coast  from  the  mouth  of  the  Coppermine  River  to  the 
eastern  extremity  of  that  continent.    Circumstances  were 
to  guide  him  whether  to  proceed  at  once  directly  to  the 
northward  till  he  arrived  at  the  sea-coast,  and  thence  west- 
erly towards  the  Coppermine  River ;  or  advance,  in  the  first 
instance,  by  the  usual  route  to  the  mouth  of  the  Copper- 
mine River,  and  from  thence  easterly  till  he  should  arrive 
at  the  eastern  extremi^  of  that  continent.    In  the  adoption 
of  either  of  these  plans,  he  was  to  be  guided  by  the  advice 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  would  be  instructed 
by  their  employers  to  coniperate  cordially  in  the  prosecution 
of  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  and  who  would  provide  Jiim 


I 


« 


CjS.-J'-J'Allt    •TM.iLSIJLl.Ta . 


-'.:^ 


TO  THE   I'OLAR   SEA.  305 

with  the  necessary  escort  of  Indians  to  act  as  guides,  inter- 
preters, game-killers,  &c.  and  also  with  such  articles  of 
clothing,  ammunition,  snow-shoeB,  ptedeats,  &c.  as  should 
be  deemed  expedient  to  take.  Another  principal  object  of 
the  expedition  v/as  to  amend  the  very  defective  geograpbj 
of  the  northern  part  of  North  America,  to  ascertain  cor- 
rectly the  latitude  and  longitude  of  every  remarkable  spot 
upon  the  route,  and  of  all  the  bays,  harbours,  rivers,  head- 
lands, &c.  that  might  occur  along  the  northern  shores  of 
North  America.  In  proceeding  along  the  coast,  he  was  to 
erect  conspicuous  marks  at  plaices  where  ships  might  enter, 
or  to  which  a  boat  could  be  sent ;  and  to  deposit  information 
.as  to  the  nature  of  the  coast  for  the  use  of  Lieutenant  Farry. 
In  the  journal  of  his  route,  he  was  to  register  the  tempera- 
ture of  the  air  at  least  three  times  in  every  twenty-foui:  hours ; 
together  with  the  state  of  the  \vind  and  weather,  and  any 
other  meteorological  phenomena.  He  was  to  notice  whether 
any,  and  what  kind  or  degree  of,  influence  the  Aurora  Bo- 
realis  might  appear  to  exert  on  the  magnetic  needle ;  and 
to  notice  whether  that  phenomenon  were  attended  with  any 
noise;  and  to  make  any  other  observations  that  might  be 
likely  to  tend  to  the  further  developement  of  its  cause,  and 
the  laws  by  which  it  is  governed. 

Mr.  Back  and  Mr*  Hood  were  to  assist  in  all  the  obser- 
vations above-mentioned,  and  to  make  drawings  of  the 
land,  of  the  natives,  and  of  the  vaiious  objects  of  natural 
history ;  and,  particularly,  of  such  as  Dr.  Richardson,  who, 
to  his  professional  duties,  was  to  add  that  of  naturalist, 
might  consider  to  be  most  curious  and  interesting. 

He  was  instructed  on  arriving  at,  or  near,  the  mouth  of 
the  Coppermine  River,  to  make  every  inquiry  as  to  the  si* 
tuation  of  the  spot  whence  native  copper  had  been  brought 
down  by  the  Indians  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  establishment, 
and  to  visit  and  explore  the  place  in  question ;  in  order  that 
Dr.  Richardson  might  be  enabled  to  make  such  observatiosh 
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«i  might  be  useful  in  a  comipeccial  point  of  fieff,  c^  inteD^ 
Mtlng  to  the  BCtenoe  of  mineralogy. 

Joseph  Berens,  Esq.  the  Governor  of  the  Hudson's  Baj 
Company^  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  oommitee»  afforded  all 
kinds  of  assistance  and  infonnati0ny  previous  to  his  leavin^f 
England;  and  they  sent  orders  to  their  agents  and  servants 
in  North  Americay  containing  the  fullest  directions  to  pro> 
mote,  by  every  means,  the  progress  of  the  Expedition.  The 
gentlemen  of  the  North-west  Company,  both  in  England  and 
Americat  also  gave  much  useful  information,  and  sent  lal» 
lers  of  recommendation  to  the  partners  and  agents  of  that 
CSompany,  resident  on  the  line  of  route. 

The  late  Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie,  who  visited  the  coast 
they  were  to  explore,  afforded  in  the  most  open  and  kind 
manner,  much  valuable  information  and  advice.  l 

The  provisions,  instruments,  and  articles  furnished  by  di- 
rection of  the  Lord's  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  were 
embarked  on  board  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  ship  Prince 
of  Wales,  appointed  by  the  committee  to  convey  the  ex)iedi« 
tion  to  York  Factory,  their  principal  establishment  in  Hud- 
son's Bay.  To  Dr.  Richardson,  in  particular,  the  exdu^ 
sive  merit  is  due  of  whatever  collections  and  observations 
have  been  made  in  the  department  of  natural  history.  The 
charts  and  drawings  were  made  by  Lieutenant  Back  and 
the  late  Lieutenant  Hood.  Both  these  gentlemen  cheer« 
folly  and  ably  assisted  in  making  the  observations  and  in 
the  daily  conduct  of  the  expedition.  Great  praise  is  due  to 
the  fidelity  exertion  and  uniform  good  conduct  in  the  most 
tiying  situations,  of  John  Hepburn,  an  English  seamaid 
and  the  only  attendant,  to  whom  in  the  latter  part  of  the 
jcmrney  they  owed,  under  Divine  Providence,  the  preservar 
tkm  of  the  lives  of  some  of  the  party* 

All  things  having  been  previously  arranged,  the  party  emk 
narked  on  the  23d.Qf  May  1819,  on  board  the  Prince  of  Wales, 
sivhip  belonging  to  the  Hndson^s  Bay  Company.    The  wind 
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Mt  Mug  ivroomUe  th«j  did  not  iMflli  YmikMOk-Amk 
imtii  the  «Mh,  and  cKpoodiif  to  sann&tiMM  inr^tilMn^ 
ef  wliidy  aeftial  offioera  and  bmnomhi  indI  od.  d«|Ai 
XbiPf  bid  ooi  bowerar  Imh  leqg  IndedbdiM  ^hhB 
(riuitogiad  lo  lh#  troth  mn^  Mad  tks  Mf  SmtuifM  #iii 
Ik  ill  to  bt  <ai  boii4  Mr.  B9iklmsrimg:§cnBm  km.m^Uk 
#Nviie^n  iMriBeiii  tlM  ddp  toilad  wMuml  bai^  bM<kfN 
Mhi  FkiiitWii  kft  » IcCtor  diwuBtipy  Uni  to-pvocnd  bjr  odidb 
to  SiwninMi,  ai  irhiA  phcB  he  aitifedae«fy«('te^«MNl 
iMod  ce  Ae  riupy  hsfiag  tmvelled  nine  deft  efauiei  yMik 
€Qt  fekiiig  ieet»  :  ?.t9J' 

At  StromneM  Captoiii  FrankKii  endeaTomed  to  Mgagb 
aooie  aeamen  adapted  to  the  aervioe  on  which  he#aer|iro^ 
eeeding.  On  the  14th  of  Jane  aereial  peiaone  met  him  by 
appointment ;  bat  they  were  to  impreaaed  with  apprdMNM 
aion  diat  great  danger  would  attend  the  aervieei  or  that  ikey 
wonid  be  taken  farther  than  the  engagement  veqaired»  diat 
enly  four  men  offered  themeelinee.  The  bowmen  and  eteer^ 
men  were  to  receive  forty  ponnde  a  year,  and  the  middlemen 
thirty-fiye  poonda.  Captam  Braiddin  aayif  ^'Tbey  atipn* 
laled  to  be  sent  back  to  the  Orkney  Idands,  firee  of  eirpenepy 
and  to  leeeiTe  their  pay  until  the  time  of  anival*  Onif 
dieae  Sswrnen  eonld  be  pnxmied,  although  oar  reqoieitifli 
had  been  aeiit  to  afanoet  every  island*  even  aa  &r  aa.tihff 
noitheiiuuoet  point  of  BonaMeha.  I  waa  moch  anraeed  witb 
tile  ewtfime  caotioii  these  mm  used  befcre  they  would  aiga 
die  agreement;  di^  minutely  aeanned  all  our  intentinuni 
weqihed  eveiy  ciienmstanoey  looked  narrowly  into  the  {dill 
eC  oar>  route,  and  atill  more  fireamspeody  to  the  presp^iet 
ef  return.  Such  cantioii  cm  the  pert  of  the  nordieni  masbi* 
en  ibaa  a  aingular  eonteat  widi  the  ready  and  thoi^d<m| 
manner  in  which  an  English  seaman  enters  upon  trnj  entea^ 
paiae^-  howevef  .hasMdoaa^  #ilhont  ingiiuingf  or  deetfing 
tobaow  where  he ia going,  or wbaihe ngarngxtiomL  : ; ^m 

'£be: Brig  Beaoofeiy,!  bdoogfaigi t^^ ft»  yMmm^-^Jillm 

Honary  Society,  and  bound  to  their  setdement  at  Nain,  on 
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the  ooast  of  Labrador,  was  lying  at  anchor.  With  die  view 
of  collecting  some  Esquimaux  words  and  ientenoea*  or 
gaining  any  information  respecting  the  manners  axxl  habits 
of  that  people,  Doctor  Richardson  and  myself  paid  her  a 
visit.  We  foond  the  passengers,  who  were  going  out  as' 
Missionaries,  extremely  disposed  to  communicate;  but  as 
they  only  spoke  the  German  and  Esquimaux  languagiQi^ 
of  both  which  we  were  ignorant,  our  conversatioa  was 
necessarily  much  confined :  by  the  aid,  however,  of  an  Es- 
quimaux and  German  dictionary,  some  few  words  were  col- 
lected, which  we  considered  might  be  useful.  There  were 
on  board  a  very  interesting  girl,  and  a  young  man,  who 
were  natives  of  Disko,  in  Old  Greenland;  both  of  them  had 
fiadr  complexions,  rather  handsome  features,  and  a  lively 
manner ;  the  former  was  going  to  be  married  to  a  resident 
Missionary,  and  the  latter  to  officiate  in  that  character.  The 
commander  of  the  vessel  gave  me  a  translation  of  the  Gos« 
pel  of  St.  John  in  the  Esquimaux  language,  printed  by 
the  Moravian  Society  in  London .'' 

On  the  16th  the  Prince  of  Wales  made  the  preparatory 
signal  lor  sea.  At  three  in  the  afternoon  the  ships  weighed, 
an  hour  too  early  for  the  tide ;  as  soon  as  this  served  they 
entered  into  the  passage  between  Boy  and  Pomona,  and  had 
to  beat  through  against  a  very  heavy  swell,  which  the  meet- 
ing of  a  weather  tide  and  a  strong  breeze  had  occasioned. 
Some  dangerous  rocks  lie  near  the  Pomona  shore,  and  on 
this  side  also  the  tide  appeared  to  run  with  the  greatest 
strength.  On  clearing  the  outward  projecting  points  of 
Hoy  and  Pomona,  they  entered  at  once  into  the  Atlantic, 
and  commenced  their  voyage  to  Hudson^s  Bay,  havmg  the 
Eddystone,  Wear,  and  Missionary  brig.  Harmony,  in  com- 
pany. 

Being  now  fairly  launched  into  the  Atlantic,  Captain 
Franklin  issued  a  general  memorandum  for  the  guidance  of 
the  officers  during  the  prosecution  of  the  service  on  which  they 
were  engaged,  and  oominunicated  to  them  the  several  points 
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df^tiiftMitttkm  that  were  eUpdCbst  fixun  ihttn  by  i^tSt  bH 
fltrucUoPB.  He  also  fiiniished'tiMBiBt^tli  copies  of  di«'«i||fM]i 
ndiieli  bad  been  BgteeA  upon  %etweeii  LiebtaMnaii  Pairy  mA 
}axuKi!t4o  be  tised  in  t^  erettt  et  keadinig  tlie  iielrtlnitt 
«Biaat  of  America,  and  fidling  in  with  eacb  eHher;  At  iM 
Md  of  the  mondi  et  Jane,-lhe  progieaa  wafe  fetitiA  €e  teM 
been  ^^CBBlmmely  deiT)  owmg  to  af  detennined'N.  W.  w&M 
and  nadir* aea.^  Nmnemn  Mids  hovered  loond  the  Mpf; 
prindjwUy  rfidmaiB'  end  ahearwateny  and  they  iMf  nttSnt^ 
qnenfly  eawahoale  of  gnunpoaaee  aporting^  abiiMit»  iflMi 
the  Gieentand  seaman  term  finneva  from  their  laige  doiMl 
fin.  Seme  porpoises  oeeasionallj  appearedt  and  wheMftfr 
diej  did^  die  eiew  were  sangnine  in  their  eatpectatibn  df 
having  a  speedy  change  in  the  wind,  whidi  had*  been  so 
vexatiously  coptrary,  bnt  they  were  disappointed  in  ereiy 
instance. 

By  the  25th  of  July  they  had  opened  the  entrance  of  Dte- 
▼is's  Straits,  and  in  the  afternoon  spoke  the  Andrew  MarveD, 
bound  to  England  with  a  cargo  of  fourteen  fish.  The  mae> 
ter  said  that  the  ice  had  been  heavier  this  season  in  Davii^ 
Straits  than  he  had  ever  recollected,  and  that  it  lay  particiK 
larly  dose  to  the  westward,  being  connected  with  the  shons 
to  the  northward  of  Bescdntion  Island,  and  extending  from 
thence  within  a  short  distance  of  the  Greenland  coast ;  that 
whales  .'had  been  ebnndant,  bnt  the  ice'  so  extremely  etoei^ 
tbitt  few  could  be  killed.  His  ship,  as^  well  as  sevetal  otfaeir^ 
had  suffered^  material  injury,  and  two  vessels  had  been  M^ 
tirely  emriied  between  vast  masises  of  ice  hi  latitude  T4^'40* 
Nv  but  the ''crews  were  saved:  No  inteHigence  cbtdd  biaf 
obtained  reqiecting  LieuCenabt  Parry,  and  the  ships  under 
hie  eomtnandj*  bnt^Mdwing  strong  from  the  liorthwiftdlor 
eome  time,  which  would,  probably,  clear  Ba£Bn*8  Bay  ot'km^ 
they  were  disposed  to  hope  &td«Mfily  of  his  progress,     'i 

On  the  4th  of  August,  in  latitude  59^  08^  N.  longitude 
M*  Mr  W.  df^fiiM  feH  in-wkli  laige  icebe^;  and  m 
die  evening  wem  encompassed  bysoreril  of  conmderaUe 
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magnitudei  which  obliged  them  to  tack  the  ahip,  in  order 
to  prevent  getting  entangled  amongst  them.  The  enti* 
mated  distance  from  the  nearest  part  of  the  Labrador  coast 
was  then  88  miles;  here  they  tried  for  soundings,  without 
gaining  the  bottom. 

On  the  6th  of  August,  a  party  of  the  officers  endeavoured 
to  get  on  one  of  the  largest  icebergs,  but  ineffectually, 
owing  to  the  steepness  and  smoothness  of  its  sides,  and  the 
swell  produced  by  its  undulating  motion*  This  was  one  of 
the  largest  they  saw,  and  Mr.  Hood  ascertained  its  height 
to  be  149  feet ;  but  these  masses  of  ice  are  frequently  mag- 
nified to  an  immense  size,  through  the  illusive  medium  of 
a  hazy  atmosphere,  and  on  this  account  their  dimensions 
have  often  been  exaggerated  by  voyagers. 

In  the  morning  of  the  7th,  the  Island  of  Besolution  was 
indistinctly  seen  through  the  haze,  but  was  soon  afterwards 
entirely  hidden  in  a  very  dense  fog.  The  favourable 
breeze  subsided  into  a  perfect  calm,  and  lefit  the  ship  sur- 
rounded by  loose  ice.  Two  attempts  were  ineffectually 
made  to  gain  soundings,  and  the  extreme  density  of  the  fog 
precluded  any  other  means  of  ascertaining  the  direction  in 
which  the  ship  was  driving  until  half-past  twelve,  when 
they  had  the  alarming  view  of  a  bcurren  rugged  shore  within 
a  few  yards,  towering  over  the  mast-heads.  Almost  in- 
stantly afterwards  the  ship  struck  violently  on  a  point  of 
rock,  projecting  fix)m  the  island;  and  the  ship's  side  was 
brought  so  near  to  the  shore,  that  poles  were  prepared  to 
push  her  off.  This  blow  displaced  the  rudder,  and  raised 
it  several  inches,  but  it  fortunately  had  been  previously 
confined  by  tackles.  A  gentle  swell  freed  the  ship  from 
this  perilous  situation,  but  the  currrat  hurried  the  ship 
nlong  in  contact  with  the  rocky  shore,  and  the  proqiect  was 
most  alarming.  On  the  outward  bow  was  perceived  a  rug- 
ged and  preeipitoua  cliff,  whose  summit  was  hid  in  the  fog, 
and  the  vesseTs  head  was  pointed  towards  the  bottom  of  a 
spiall  bay,  into  which  they  were  rapidhr  driviiig^   Il^ere  uom 
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to  be  no  piobability  of  tBeKpb^  Mpwntkf  briiy 
tridioiit  wind,  and  baving  tbe  raddar  in  its  pioaent  umiim 
Mali;  die  only  aariatanea  waa  Aat  of  a boal  employed  in 
towiiVf  vUcb  had  been  plaeed  in  llie  water  between  dka 
riilp  and  the  diofe»  at  tbe  inimlnent  liak  of  ita  being  crnAoL 
Tbo  aUp  again  Btrock  in  paaring  o?er  a  ledge  of  roeka,  and 
fca^^frily  ditf  Uow  leplaced  the  rodder,  wbich  enabled  Aeai 
to  take  adfaDlage  of  a  light  bieeae»and  to  direct  the  diq^a 
head  wilhoat  the  prajeeling  dUT.  But  the  breeae  waa  mtf 
aoMMnentary,  and  the  ahqp  was  a  third  time  driven  on  ahooia 
on  the  rody  terminatkm  of  the  diiL  Here  tliey  remaiittid 
atatiooaiy  for  some  aeoonda,  and  with  litde  prospect  df 
beii^  removed  from  thia  perilous  dtuation,  but  were  oatB 
more  extricated  by  the  swell  from  this  ledge  also,  and  car- 
ried still  farther  along  the  shore.  The  coast  became  now 
more  rugged,  and  the  view  of  it  was  terminated  by  anotheir 
projecting  point  on  the  starboard  bow.  Happily,  before 
they  had  reached  it,  a  light  breeze  enabled  them  to  turn  the 
ship's  head  to  seaward,  and  she  drew  off  the  shore.  They 
had  made  but  little  progress,  however,  when  she  was  vio- 
lenttj*  forced  by  the  current  against  a  large  iceberg  lyin^ 
aground. 

The  prospect  was  now  more  alarming  than  at  any  preoed* 
ing  period ;  and  it  would  be  difficult  to  pourtray  the  anzietj 
and  dismay  depicted  on  the  countenances  of  the  female  paa- 
aengem  and  children,  who  were  rushing  on  deck  in  spite  of 
the  endeavours  of  the  officers  to  keep  them  below,  out  of  the 
danger  which  was  apprehended  if  the  masts  should  be  car* 
lied  away.  After  die  first  concussiony  the  ship  waa  drivtii 
aloog  the  steep  and  rugged  side  of  this  icebeig  with  aach 
amaaing  rapidiQr,  that  the  destruction  of  the  masts  seemed 
InMtaUe^  and  every  one  expected  to  be  fiwoed  on  the  rojni 
in  die  moat  disabled  state;  but  providentially,  th^  «ica^ 
dda  perilona  resuh,  wfaidi  nmst  have  been  dedaive.' 

The  deaae  iog  now  cleared  away  ht  a  abort"  time^aillA 
tteyfiaeovered  die  BddyaCoiia' dpae  to  aome  rodb^ 
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three  boats  employed  in  towiog;  but  the  Wear  iras  not  vi- 
sible. 

The  ship  receiving  water  very  fast ;  the  pumps  were  in- 
stantly manned  and  kept  in  continual  use,  and  signals  of 
distress  were  made  to  the  Eddystone,  whose  commander 
promptly  came  on  board,  and  then  ordered  to  our  assistance 
his  carpenter  and  all  the  men  he  could  spare,  together  with 
the  carpenter  and  boat's  crew  of  the  Wear,  who  had  gone 
on  board  the  Eddystone  in  the  morning,  and  were  prevented 
from  returning  to  their  own  vessel  by  the  fog.    As  the  wind 
was  increasing,  and  the  sky  appeared  very  unsettled,  it 
was  determined  the  Eddystone  should  take  the  ship  in  tow, 
that  the  undivided  attention  of  the  passengers  and  crew 
might  be  directed  to  pumping,  and  clearing  the  holds  to  ex- 
amine whether  there  was  a  possibility  of  stopping  the  leak. 
They  soon  found  the  principal  injury  had  been  received  from 
a  blow  near  the  stern-post,  and,  after  cutting  away  part  of 
the  ceiling,  the  carpenters  endeavoured  to  stop  the  rushing 
in  of  the  water,  by  forcing  oakum  between  the  timbers ;  but 
this  had  not  the  desired  effect,  and  the  leak,  in  spite  of  all 
efforts  at  the  pumps,  increased  so  much,  that  parties  of  the 
officers  and  passengers  were  stationed  to  bail  out  the  water 
in  buckets  at  differents  parts  of  the  hold.   A  heavy  gale  came 
on,  blowing  from  the  land,  as  the  night  advanced ;  the  sails 
were  split,  the  ship  was  encompassed  by  heavy  ice,  and,  in 
forcing  through  a  closely-connected  stream,  the  tow-rope 
broke,  and  they  were  obliged  to  take  a  portion  of  the  sea- 
men from  the  pumps,  and  appoint  them  to  the  management 
of  the  ship. 

On  the  9di  upwards  of  five  feet  water  was  found  in  the 
well.  Renewed  exertions  were  now  put  forth  by  every  per- 
son, and  before  eight  in  the  morning  the  water  was  so  much 
reduced  as  to  enable  the  carpenters  to  get  at  other  defective 
places ;  but  the  remedies  they  could  apply  were  insufficient 
to  repress  the  water  from  rushing  in,  and  all  their  labours 
eould  but  just  keep  the  ship  iti  the  same  state  throughout  the 
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(tejy  util  tUL  IB  the  afiernooB  ;  when  Ibe  tIreDgtbof  eriry 
ooe  began  to  fiul,  tbe  ezpediaiit  of  tbruituif  in  felt,  as  well  m 
•akaiDy  wai  resorted  to^  and  a  plank  nailed  over  all.  After 
fliit  operation  a  pereeptible  diminntion  in  the  water  wae 
BMide,  and  being  encouraged  bj  tbe  cbange,  tbe  atmoat  n^ 
ertion  waa  need  in  bailing  and  pumping  ;  and  before  nigbl» 
the  leak  was  so  overpowered  that  the  pumps  were  onlj  re- 
quired to  be  used  at  intenrals  of  ten  minutes.  A  sail,  co- 
vered with  every  substance  that  could  be  carried  into  tbe 
leaks  bj  Uie  pressure  of  tbe  water,  was  drawn  under  this 
quarter  of  the  ship,  and  secured  by  ropes  on  each  side* 

As  a  matter  of  precaution  in  tbe  event  of  having  to  aban- 
don tbe.sbipt  which  was  for  sometime  doubtful,  the  dderly 
women  and  children  were  removed  to  the  Eddys  tone  when 
the  wind  was  moderate,  but  the  young  women  remained  to 
assist  at  the  pumps,  and  their  services  were  highly  valuaUoi 
both  for  their  personal  labour,  and  for  the  encouragemeai 
their  example  and  perseverance  gave  to  the  men. 

At  day-light,  every  eye  was  anxiously  cast  around  tb# 
horixon  in  search  of  the  Wear,  but  in  vain  ;  and  the  reool- 
lection  of  their  own  recent  peril  caused  considerable  sppre* 
bensions  for  her  safety.  Every  glass  was  directed  along 
the  shore  to  discover  any  trace  of  their  absent.consort.  Quoe 
were  frequently  fired  to  apprise  any  who  might  be  near  of 
their  approach  ;  but  no  one  appeared,  and  no  signal  wis 
returned.  At  eight  in  the  evening  they  were  abreast  of  the 
island  called  Cape  Resolution,  which  is  a  low  point,  but  in^ 
dicated  at  a  disUnce  by  a  lofty  round  backed  hill  that  rises 
above  it    They  entered  Hudson's  Straits  soon  afterwards* 

.They  arrived  abreast  of  tbe  Upper  Savage  Island  eaily 

in  tbe  morning  of  the  18th  of  August,  and  as  the  bresne 

was  moderate,  the  ship  waa  steered  as  near  to  the  shore  as 

the  wind  would  permit,  to  give  the  Esquimaux  inhabitants 

an  opportunity  of  coming  oiF  to  barter,  which  they  aoon  cm- 

braced. 
Thekshonta  aia  distMeelnlkniledllieir  approtpki  mmk 

P.  V.  14.  S  a 
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tipii  before  they  described  Ibe  canoee  paddling  tewardt 
tbeaii  ibe  htuim^atof  tbem  reaehed  us  aiekTen  ;  these 
were  quieUy  followed  by  otbf  rs,  end  beiaee  noon  about  forty 
•aaoesy  each  holding  one  man,  were  assembled  round  the  two 
sbil^  le  the  afternoon,  when  we  approtusbed  nearer  to  the 
9lKNre,  fite  or  six  larger  ones,  containing  the  women  and 
ohildren,  canne  up. 

Tbe  KsquimauK  immediately  erinoed  their  desire  to  bar- 
ter, and  displayed  no  small  conning  in  making  their  bar* 
gainsy  taking  care  not  to  exhibit  too  many  articles  at  first. 
Tbm  pmeipsl  commodities  were,  oil,  sea-horse  teetb, 
whalebone,  seal-skin  dresses,  caps  and  boots,  deer- skins 
Md  horns,  and  models  of  their  canoes  ;  and  they  reoei^ed 
in  exchange  small  saws,  knives,  nails,  tin-kettles,  and  oee* 
dies.  It  waa  pleasing  to  behold  the  exultation^  and  to  hear 
the  abouts  of  the  whole  par4y,  when  an  aeqoisitioii  was  tnade 
hy  any  one ;  and  not  a  little  ludicrous  to  behold  the  eager* 
ness  with  which  the  fortunate  person  licked  each  article  with 
bis  league,  on  receiving  it,  as  a  finish  to  the  bargain,  and 
an  act  of  appropriation.  They  ia  no  instance  omitted  this 
strange  practice,  howcTcr  small  the  article ;  the  needM 
0?ea  passed  individually  throogh  the  ceremony.  The  wo^ 
men  brought  imitations  of  men,  women,  animals,  and  bards, 
oarvad  with  labour  and  ingenuity  out  of  sea-horse  teeth.  The 
dresses  and  the  figures  of  the  animals,  were  not  badly  exe* 
anted,  but  there  was  no  attempt  at  the  delineation  of  the 
Qountenaaces  ;  and  most  of  (he  figurea  were  without  eyes, 
eero  end  fingers,  the  execulloa  of  which  would,  perhaps^ 
have  required  more  delicate  instruments  than  they  possess. 
Tbe  men  set  most  value  on  saws ;  kottee-swa-hak,  the  name 
by  which  tbey  distinguish  them,  was  a  constant  cry.  Knives 
were  held  next  in  estimation.  An  old  sword  vras  bartered 
from  the  Eddystone,  and  I  shall  long  remember  the  uni^ 
voFioL  burst  of  jioy  on  the  happy  man's  receiving  it.  It  waa 
delightful  to  witness  the  general  interest  excited  by  indivi* 
dual  acquiaitiona.    Theiw  mm  no  deabe  oImwb  by  any  one 
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to  e^rcr-rMob  bis  neighboiiry  or  to  pratt  towards  any  p^rf 
of  ibo  ship  wbcre  a  bargaio  waa  meklng,  a aCil  the  p^raov  itr 
aoaaeaaionoftbe  plaee  had  oompletad  bia  ai^charige  nadf^ 
moved}  aod  if  any  avtiale  bippened  to  be  demanded  frbar 
<W  oiiftdr  alBooea;  tb«Ni«r  MtraifiMilaled  willingly  in  pafc* 
Mf  Ibe  tbiag  acroaa.  SuppMiagf  th^  |tarty  to  befoi^ff  tooMc 
trib^  tba  total  Dumber  f0  the  itlkft  iflMf  exoeed  tWo^  Mittwt 
dred  persona,  aa  there  were^  probably,  on4  hundfetf  MA 
fifty  af  oiind  tbe  abipa^  ssid  law  of  ibm4  W«re  elderly  peti&fiup 
or.ttiale,abird#ea* 

TJbair  bfea  Were  btdad  and  §$M,  tb#  eye»  MM.  TM 
mta  w^sna  in  general  atatot.  Soase  of  the  yotmger  'W&Mtr 
and  tbetobHdteaibAd  rather  pleaai«g  nomfenMeiv^}  iHif  tM- 
diffareftawbetwee»  thesoand  Ibe  niore  agfad*  of  llfat  aex^  bm^ 
atlNMie  tealimony  to  the  effecta  wMob  a  feiw  yieara  prddM#iH^ 
tbia  imf inial  elimate.  If  oat  of  the  pnrty  bad  sore  eyea^^  iW^ 
of  them  appeared  of  a  plethorio  habit  of  body  ^  aevMri^  HM^ 
obaerTed  Heeding  at  the  nose  duriogr  tlieir  stay  MMp  ttMl* 
ship.  The  men's  dresses  Gunaiatcd  of  m  jacket  of  ient^akin^ ' 
the  trowsera  of  bear-skini  and  several  had  caps  of  the  wblto 
fex-skio.  The  feiMde  daestotts  w%m  madia  of  tbw  aam#  nM*= 
terials,  but  dtflbranily  sbaped,;  bwviag  ai  bend  in  wbieb  tb# 
infanta  were  carried*  Their  maaoer  «na  Tsry  Kvely  ani' 
agreeable,  and  they  weee  food  of  mismkiog  onr  apaeel^. 
and  giBaturea^ ;  bui  nothing  affonled  Oem  greater  am«aci^ 
meat  than  when  We  attempted  to  relaliala  by.  pvenoondtoj^. 
any  of  their  worda*  ^  fv!? 

The  canoes  were  of  seal-akin,^  and  similar  in  ewry  re^v 
8peci  to  ibose  of  the  Bs<|piimQ»n  in  Gveenland  ;  tli«y*  weiwi 
generally  new  and  very  completo  in  their  appointBoenftl/ 
Those  appropriated,  to  the  Womon  are  of  rnder  oonstmefian^ 
and  only  ealculaled  for  fine  weather  ;•  they  are,  bowiemrv 
useful  ▼esselsy  being  eapable  of  containtog  twenty  persona' 
v^iib  their  luggage.^  JkweUerliy  flia»  oAeiatea  ai  steera^^ 
mao%.aAd  tba  woniaai'  paddle,,  bH-HMy  bwfaatoa  a  ns*f 
Hbicb  eaivieaa  aail^  nnadeof  diMsad  iMhnlHrnt^     Wlte# 

S  s  2 
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Ibf  women  bad  disposed  of  all,  Ibeir  arliclea  of  trade  tbey 
leaorted  to  entreaty,  and  put  in  practice  a»ny  entioing 
geatares  to  procure  preaenta  of  a  Tariety  of  beada,  needle^ 
and  otber  articles  in  great  demand  among  females. 

On  the  evening  of  the  19tb,  tbey  paaaed  Digge'a  lalands, 
the  termination  of  Hudson's  Strait.  Here  tbe  Eddystone 
parted  company,  bjeing  bound  to  Moose  Factory  at  the  bot- 
tom of  tbe  Bay. 

On  the  aOtb  the  Prince  of  Wales  arrived  off  York  Flats, 
and  tbey  had  tbe  gratifying  sight  of  the  ship  Wear,  which 
they  feared  was  lost,  riding  at  ancher.  Tbe  goTemor  of 
the  place,  Mr.  Williams,  came  on  board,  accompanied  by 
the  commander  of  tbe  Wear,  and  tbe  latter  gentleoMUi, 
(from  tbe  circumstance  of  himself  and  his  crew  having  been 
aupposed  to  be  lost)  was  received  with  the  most  hearty  weK 
oofloe.  It  appeared  that  one  of  tbe  largest  masses  of  ice  had 
providentially  drifted  between  the  vesseFs  side  and  the  rocks 
just  at  tbe  time  be  expected  to  strike,  to  which  be  secured 
it  until  a  breeze  sprung  up  and  enabled  him  to  pursue  his 
voyage. 

The  governor  said  that  he  bad  received  information  from 
the  Committee  of  tbe  Hudson^s  Bay  Company  of  the  equip- 
ment of  the  Expedition,  and  that  the  officers  would  come 
out  in  tbeir  first  ship.  In  the  evening  Dr.  Richardson,  Mr. 
Hood,  and  Captain  Franklin,  accompanied  the  governor  to 
York  Factory  ;  it  is  distant  from  the  Flats  seven  miles. 
Early  next  morning  tbe  honour  of  a  salute  was  conferred 
on  the  members  of  tbe  Expedition. 

Csptain  Franklin  informed  the  governor  that  he  was  di- 
rected to  consult  with  bim  and  the  senior  officers  of  the  Com- 
pany as  to  the  best  mode  of  proceeding  on  tbeir  journey »  and 
in  reply  was  informed  that  instructions  had  been  received 
to  render  all  possible  assistance  to  the  Expedition.  He  also 
received  the  most  friendly  and  full  assurance  from  Mr.  Shaw 
and  other  gentlemen  belonging  to  the  North*  weat  Company, 
of  their  cordial  disposition  to  promote  the  interests  of  the  ex- 
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p«ditioii ;  and  as  at  this  period  a  iriolent  commercial  appoM^ 
lidn  existed  between  tbe  Hudson's  Bay  and  the  NoKh-west 
Company,  this  assurance  was  highly  gratifying.  FreM 
these  gentlemen  they  obtained  much  information  respecting 
the  interior  of  the  eoantry.  Under  a  consideration  of  the 
opposiCe  interests  of  the  two  companies.  Captain  Franklin 
issued  an  order  strictly  prohibiting  all  interference  in  their 
quarrels.  This  order  he  made  known  to  the  principals  4rf 
the  different  Coinpenies,  and  they  expressed  their  satisfac- 
tion thereat.  The  opinion  of  the  gentlemen  connected  withf 
both  companies  was  that  the  party  should  proceed  by  Cum-* 
berland  House,  and  through  the  chain  of  posts  to  the  Great 
SIsTe  Lake,  and  Captain  Franklin  determined  to  pursue 
the  route  they  recommended. 

York  Factoiy,  the  principal  depot  of  the  Hucison^s  Bay 
Company,  stands  on  the  west  Bank  of  Hayes^  River,  about 
five  miles  above  its  mouth,  on  the  marshy  peninsula  which 
separates  the  Hayes  and  Nelson  rivers.  The  surrounding 
country  is  flat  and  swampy  ,  and  covered  with  willows,  pop- 
lars,  larch,  spruce,  and  birch-trees ;  but  the  requisition 
for  fuel  has  expended  all  the  wood  in  the  vicinity,  and  the 
residents  have  now  to  send  for  it  to  a  considerable  distance. 

The  principal  buildings  are  placed  in  the  form  of  a  square^ 
having  an  octagonal  court  in  the  centre ;  they  are  two  stories 
in  height  and  have  flat  roofs  covered  with  lead.  The  of- 
ficers dwell  in  one  portion  of  this  square,  and  in  the  other 
parts  tbe  sirticles  of  merchandise  arc  kept :  the  workshops, 
storehouses  for  the  furs,  and  the  servants*  houses  are  ranged 
on  tbe  out  side  of  the  square,  and  the  whole  is  surrounded 
by  a  stockade  twenty  feet  high.  A  platform  is  laid  from 
the  house  to  the  pier  on  the  bank  for  the  convenience  of 
transporting  the  stores  and  furs,  which  is  the  only  prome- 
nade the  residents  have  on  this  marshy  spot  during  the  sum- 
mer season.  The  few  Indians  who  frequent  this  establish- 
ment belong  to  the  Swampy  Crees.  There  were  several 
of  them  encamped  on  the  outside  of  the  stockade.     Their 
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tABU  ware  ruddy  coastwoted  by  tyia;  twenty  or  tkirty 
lM>les  together  at  the  top^  mad  spreadtag  them  oui  at  the 
base  80  a«  to.  form  a  oone  ;  these  were  eoTered  with  dressed 
BDOose-sfcia.  The  fire  is  placed  in  the  eentrsv-  and  a  bola 
is  left  for  the  escape  of  the  smoke.  Tba  iamates  had  a 
squalid  look,  sad  were  suffi^iof  under  the  oembined  af- 
of  hoopiag  cough  and  measles ;  bat  ofea  these  mi^ 
iea  did  not  keep  them  from  an  eoEcessi^e  iadulgence  ia 
spirits^  which  they  unhappily  can  procare  from  the  traders 
with  too  much  facility. 

.Their  sickness  at  this  time  was  partienlaHf  fell  oy  the 
tcaders^  this  being  the  season  of  the  year  when  the  eaertbn 
of  every  hunter  is  required  to  procure  their  winter's  stock 
of  geese,  which  resort  in  immense  flocks  to  the  extansha: 
fl|ats  in  this  neighbourhood.  These  birds,  during  the  sum- 
mer, retire  far  to  the  north,  and  breed  in  aecurity ;  but 
when  the  approach  of  winter  compels  them  to  seek  a  more 
aouthern  climate,  they  generally  alight  on  the  marshes  of' 
this  bay,  and  fatten  there  for  three  weeks  or  a  month,  be* 
fere  tlmj  take  their  final  departure  from  tlie  country.  They 
also  aiake  a  abort  hak  at  the  same  spots  ia  their  progresa 
norUiwards  in  the  spring.  Their  arriTal  is  welro^i^ed  wiib 
joy»  and.  the  goose  htftut  is  one  oC  the  most  plentiful  seasons 
of  the  year.  The  ducks  frequent  the  awampsall  the  summer.. 

AIL  things  having  been  prepared^  and  one  of  the  largest 
CempaAy*s  boats  having  been  proeuiied«  the  party  prepared 
ear4y  ia  the  month  of  September  for  their  departure.  Ttie 
vasieas  stores  provided  however  were  found  too  bulky  to 
be  stowed  in  the  boat,  so  that  a  part  of  the  provisions 
were  necessarily  left  behind.  All  of  them  excepting  theba- 
een,  wliich.  was  of  too  great  a  bulk,  the  governor  promised 
to  forwand  in  the  course  of  the  next  season^  and  the  party 
embarked  under  a  salute  of  eight  guns  and  three  cheers  from 
the  fort,  thus  commencing  their  voyage  into  the  interior  ef 
Aamrlea* 

^  The  wiad  aad)tide  faiKng  at  the  distance  of  mx  nftlesabo^e 
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Um  Faetorjr,  audi  the  ettirasi  teiw^  Cod  nipM  tor  fnAag  MifV 
Iff  adl  YAOtage,  Um  crew  had  to  oommeBootraekiliify  or  droff « 
big  the  Jboat  by  m  Kne^  ta  whioli  thejr  were  bameiied.  Tlihi 
efrriiioe  if  extremely  leborioiie  lo  these  riTen»  The  nMt 
were  obliged  to  walk  along  tbe  steep'  deolitity  of  %  bigh  bank^ 
reodered  at  tbis  season  soft  snd  slippery  by  freqaent  raf nSy^ 
aad.  their  progress  waa  often  farther  inpeded  by  fallen  treea^' 
whiek,  having  alipped  tram  the  verge  of  the  tbiek  woof 
aboYOi  haag  op  the  faee  of  tbe  bank  in  a  great  Tariety  of  di»<? 
rections.  Notwithstanding  these  obstaoleS|  they  adtaneedt 
al:lhe  rate  of  <wo  asiles  an  hour,  one  half  of  the  orew  reliev- 
ing the  other  at  interfals  of  aa  hour  snd  a  half.  The  brsadtk 
of  4he  stream,  some  distance  above  the  Faotory,  is  ahovl 
half  a  mile,  and  ita  depth,  daring  this  day's  voyage,  varied 
from  three  to  nine  feet.  At  snnset  they  landed,  and  pitehed 
the  tent  tor  the  night,  having  made  a  progress  of  twelve 
miles.  Alarsrefire  was  quickly  kindled,  supper  speedily 
prepared,  and  they  then  retired  in  their  bufRilo  robes,  and 
enjoyed  a  night  of  sound  repose. 

On  the  I4tb  Mr.  M'DonsM,  on  his  way  to  Red  River,  hi 
a  small  canoe,  manned  by  two  Indians,  orertook  the  party; 
The  Indiaaa  had  on  tlie  preceding  day,  with  no  other  arma^ 
than  a  hstoheti  killed  two  deer,  a  hawk,  a  curlew,  and  la 
sturgeon.  Three  aftheCompany*s  boats  Joined  in  the  ecwrse 
of  the  moAiiag,  and  they  pursued  their  journey  up  Hill  Ri- 
ver in  company.  Captain  Frankliirs  boat  being  overladeiii 
they  were  unaUa  to  keep  pace  with  the  others ;  snd  there*^ 
fore  proposed  to  the  gentlemen  in  charge  of  the  Company^ 
boats,  that  they  should  relieve  them  of  part  of  their  cargo. 
This  they  deoHned  doing,  under  tbe  plea  of  not  having  re- 
ceived orders  to  that  effect,  notwithstanding  the  circular 
fumisbed  by  Govf  mor  Williams,  strictly  enjoining  all  tha 
CSompany*a  servants  to  aflbrd  every  assistance.  In  eonse^ 
qvcSKse  of  this  refusal  they  dropt  hehuid,  and  being  do* 
prived  of  tbe  advantage  of  obaerving  the  route  followed  hf 
the  fuMa^  who  Win  in  the  faseaMMt  ha«l^  tbef  ftoquMlIy 
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look  a  wroDf  cbanDel^  The  tow-line  broke  twice,  and  tiiii 
boat  was  only  prevented  from  i^ing  broadside  down  the 
alream,  and  breaking  (o  pieces  against  the  stones,  by  the 
ofikera  and  men  leaping  into  the  water,  and  holding  her  head 
to  the  current  until  the  line  oould  be  carried  again  to  the 
shore.  The  traders,  guides,  and  most  experienced  of  the 
l^oatmen,  being  of  opinion,  that  unless  the  boat  was  further 
lightened,  the  winter  would  put  a  stop  to  their  progress  be* 
fore  they  could  reach  Cumberland  House,  or  any  eligible 
posty  sixteen  pieces  were  left  with  Mr.  Bonn,  the.  gentle- 
man in  charge  of  a  depot  called  Rock  House,  to  be  (of^ 
warded  by  the  Athabasca  canoes  next  season,  this  being 
their  place  of  rendezvous. 

.;  The  exertions  of  the  Orkney  boatmen,  (whom  Captain 
Franklin  had  engaged)  in  navigating  the  rivers  deserve  the 
highest  commendation.  They  had  often  to  lift  the  boats  over 
rocks  by  leaping  into  the  water,  although  the  temperature 
was  below  the  freezing  point.  The  immense  loads  which  on 
many  occasions  they  had  to  carry  in  crossing  the  portages 
or  rocky  parts,  were  also  astonishing,  as  well  as  their  acti- 
vity on  these  occasions. 

■  They  continued  their  journey,  and  on  the  twenty-third  ar- 
rived at  a  depot  on  Swampy  Lake.  Here  they  were  supplied 
with  a  further  stock  of  provisions,  denominated  pemmican* 
This  food  consists  of  buffalo  meat,  which  is  pounded  and 
mixed  with  melted  fat.  On  examination  this  provision  was 
found  to  be  mouldy  ;  but  upon  this  wretched  food  the  resi- 
dents at  this  cheerless,  abode,  which  consisted  of  only  two 
persons,  had  to  subsist  until  more  arrived. 

On  the  24th  th^y  passed  through  some  woods  which  were 
st'll  smoking,  having  caught  fire  in  the  summer,  through 
the  negligence  of  some  party  in  not  properly  extinguishing 
their  fires  when  they  left  an  encampment.  This  is  no  an? 
common  occurrence  in  dry  seasons ;  and  the  woods  on  those 
occasions  are  seen  biasing  to  the  extent  of  several  mites. 

On  the  2e4b  the  pArty  arrived  at  Oxford  Hous^  wfaaN 
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fomneth/  Um  Hiidspn's  Bay  Company  bad  i^  station.  A  fow 
.Cree  Indians  were  enoamped  in  the  aeighbourfaood,  but  tb^ 
-iirere  at  4bie  time  afflicted  with  the  measles  and  the  hoopiii^ 
^ngb|  and  were  altogether  in  a  wretched  state.  Captafti 
Franklin  endeavoured  to  prevail  en  seme  of  tliese  Indians  to 
mocompany  theto  in  hunting  and  killing  ducks,  which  ben 
were  very  numerous  ;  but  could  not  prevaH  on  any  of  Ifaetai 
io  join  in  the  attempt.  They  procured  on  Holey  Lake,  on 
which  Oxford  House  is  eituatedi  a  supply  of  fish,  which 
.was  very  acceptable*  On  the  following  day  two  of  the  boats 
4a  passing  Swampy  Lake  were  broken  against  the  roclrir, 
jsnd  this  accident  detained  them  some  time  in  order  to  repafar 
ibe  boats.  At  this  place  the  river  runs  with  rapid  force,  an'd 
Ihey  were  informed  that  in  the  preceding  year,  in  hauling 
a  boat  up  one  of  the  channels,  a  man  was  precipitated  Intb 
the  stream,  and  hurried  down  the  rapid  with  such  force,  that 
all  efforts  to  save  him  were  ineffectual. 

On  the  second  of  October  while  superintending  the  opersp- 
•tioos  of  the  party.  Captain  Franklin  slipped  from  the  sum- 
mit of  a  rock  into  the  river,  and  for  a  time  all  his  efforts  Io 
extricate  himself  failed.  He  was  carried  a  considerable  dii- 
tance  down  the  stream,  but  at  length  he  caught  hold  of  a 
willow,  and  kept  fast  until  two  gentlemen  belonging  to  the 
Hudson*s  Bay  Company  came  to  his  assistance. 

At  Norway  House  they  met  with  Lord  Selkirk^s  colonists 
who  had  been  their  companions  as  they  sailed  across  the  At- 
lantic, and  had  preceded  their  departure  one  day  from  York 
Factory.  The  people  were  greatly  pleased  at  meeting  eath 
other  again  io  so  distant  and  wild  a  country. 

On  the  14th  sailing  across  Cedar  Lake,  they  landed  atan 
Indian  tent,  which  contained  two  families,  to  the  nnmber  of 
thirty  persons.  They  were  very  poorly  clothed,  and  ii* 
fiicted  with  the  hooping  cough  and  the  measles,  and  were 
4kt  this  time  preparing  a  sweating  bouse  to  cure  their  sick 
companions.  By  singing  and  drumming  and  sweating  they 
ears  all  the  diseaies  they  meet  with.    At  a  short  diatoM^^ 
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on  an  adjoining  island,  another  party  of  Indiana  had  fixed 
tbelr  residence,  for  the  purpose  of  killing  geese  and  duclct • 
They  sailed  up  the  Saskatchawan  river,  and  passed  another 
Indian  party  consisting  of  three  tents,  who  appeared  to  be 
in  a  more  afflicted  state  than  the  former*  They  were  con- 
eluding  their  incantations  for  their  sick*  Among  other  of 
their  ceremonies  on  this  occasion  they  hung  up  a  dog  as  a 
propitiatory  ofibring  to  their  imaginary  deity.  Continuing 
their  journey  up  the  river,  they  came  on  the  twentieth  to 
another  party  of  Indians.  These  had  a  very  large  tent, 
forty  feet  long  and  eighteen  feet  wide,  covered  with  moose 
deer  skins.  There  was  a  fire  at  each  end,  and  openings 
for  the  smoke  to  pass  through.  In  the  centre  of  the  tent 
there  were  drums  and  other  instruments  of  enchantment 
banging  up,  and  sleeping  apartments  appeared  to  be  marked 
but  and  divided  for  different  families. 

The  party  continued  their  journey  across  Pine  Island 
Lake,  and  soon  arrived  at  a  station  belonging  to  the  Hud- 
8on*s  Bay  Company  called  Cumberland  House.  The  lake 
was  so  severely  frozen  near  the  sides,  that  they  were  under 
the  necessity  of  breaking  the  ice  to  make  their  landing  good. 
Governor  Williams  invited  them  to  take  up  their  winter  re* 
aidenoe  at  this  place,  as  it  appeared  impracticable  to  proceed 
any  further  with  safety,  the  frost  having  set  in  with  great 
severity.  Captain  Franklin  being  satisfied  of  the  propriety 
of  accepting  his  invitation,  preparations  were  immediately 
made  for  their  accommodation,  and  an  unfinished  building 
was  completed  with  all  speed  and  every  needful  arrange- 
ment made.  Captain  Franklin  visited  Mr.  Connolly,  one 
of  the  partners  of  the  North-west  Company,  who  assured 
:blm  of  every  endeavour  on  his  part  to  effect  the  object  of  bis 
JQumey. 

The  wiQ^  having  set  in  with  severity,  on  the  ninth  of 
Noveinber  it  was  determined  to  send  for  a  supply  of  fish 
from  Swampy  River,  where  a  party  had  been  atationed  for 
the  purpose  of  procuripg  ^  supply  of  .that  article.    For  tbia 
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purima  ihm  sledges  were  prepared,  and  dogs  and  men  were 
in  foil  spirits  at  the  prospeet  of  their  journey,  and  inimfr 
diately  on  starting  they  went  forwards  with  great  rapidity. 
On  removing  into  their  newly-prepared  house,  they  fbond^ 
extremely  cohl,  notwithstanding  fires  were  kept  op.        .  ,;, 

On  the  24th  several  Indians  made  their  appearanoe  at 
Cumberland  House,  who  from  illness  bad  been  bcapahlei  ef 
hunting  and  procuring  proTisions.  They  appeared  to  bo  Jfll 
great  dbtress,  and  probably  but  for  the  supply  now  aflfordei^ 
them  by  the  Company,  they  would  have  perished  ihuj) 
vrant  Indeed  instances  were  stated  in  which  these  p^ 
pie  had  been  so  overcome  by  hunger,  as  to  kill  and  f^^fl 
upon  each  other.  ,y   - 

In  the  beginning  of  December  there  was  a  partial  th^w* 
and  the  ice  on  the  Saskatchawao  River,  and  on  the  lake^ 
broke  up,  so  as  to  render  travelling  dangerous.  One  of  the 
party  attscbed  to  Captain  Franklin  having  the  conduct  of  a 
sledge  and  dogs,  in  passing  from  Swampy  River  With  fish, 
being  fatigued,  and  riding  on  his  sledge,  was  missed  by  bis* 
companions,  who  were  driving  other  sledges,  and  great  op* 
prehensions  were  entertained  for  his  safety.  A  party  wei^ 
sent  the  next  day  in  search  of  him,  who  found  him  in  tbf 
woods,  to  which  he  had  turned,  under  the  conviction  that  ,he 
could  not  get  across  the  lake  in  his  sledge.  He  was  uiiprf>^ 
vided  with  materials  for  making  a  fire,  and  was  much  chilled  - 
by  the  cold ;  but  his  companions  brought  him  to  the  house  in 
aafety. 

The  information  which  Csptain  Franklin  obtained  of  the 
state  of  the  country,  induced  him  to  resolve  on  proceeding 
himself,  during  the  winter,  beyond  the  Great  Slave  Lake, 
and  he  communicated  his  resolution  to  the  gentlemen  wbp 
managed  the  concerns  of  the  two  trading  Companies.^  He 
requested  that  by  the  middle  of  January  he  might  be  lor^' 
nished  with  the  means  of  conveyance  for  three  personit 
having  resolved  that  Dr.  Riohardfon  and  Mr.  Hood  shouul 
remain  at  Cumberlapd  -Honse  till  the  apring.  ' 
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, .  GhrUtmas^day  waa  «peiii  at  Cumberkiod  Fort  wttb  fin* 
U^ity  ;  all  the  people  belonging  to  the  Ceietory  baviog 
met,  to  be  present  on  the  occasion,  and  to  partake  of  a 
•ubstantial  dinner,  which  was  pro? ided  on  the  oceasinn* 
The  entrance  of  the  new  year  was  celebrated  by  the  dis«» 
charge  of  fire  arma,  a  ceremony  always  adopted  at  this  sea- 
son* On  this  occasion  the  captain  and  his  party  dined  with 
the  gentlemen  of  the  North*  west  Company,  and  were  regaled 
with  the  taste  of  a  beaTcr,  which  they  found  to  be  excelknl 
(>od« 

.  On  the  morning  of  the  17th  of  January,  a  wolf  having 
l)eeii  caught  in  a  steel  trap,  ran  off  with  it.  A  party  went 
in  search  of  him,  tailing  two  English  bull  dogs  and  a  terrier* 
At  first  the  dogs  i^peared  fearful,  and  kept  at  a  distance, 
barl^ing  loudly,  but  one  of  the  party  firing  at  the  wol^  Imd 
wounding  it,  the  dogs  made  an  attack  upon  the  creature, 
%nd  it  was  soon  killed. 

The  seYcrity  of  the  winter  was  felt  by  the  Indians  ;  many 
of  them  being  reduced  to  a  state  of  starvation  and  the  great- 
est suffering.  One  evening  a  poor  native  entered  the  house 
of  the  North-west  Company,  with  his  only  child  in  his  arms, 
accompanied  by  his  starving  wife.  They  bad  been  afflicted 
with  the  measles,  and  as  soon  as  they  recovered  they  set  out 
for  Cumberland  House.  They  had  been  compelled  to  feed 
on  bits  of  skin  and  offal,  and  at  last  had  been  several  days 
without  tasting  food  ;  but  the  desire  of  saving  the  life  of  their 
infant  child  added  strength  to  their  efforts,  and  they  perse- 
vered in  their  journey  until  they  arrived,  at  Cumberland 
House,  but  their  infant  expired  just  as  tbey  arrived  within 
sight  of  the  place*  The  gentleman  in  charge  of  the  place 
received  them  with  the  greatest  kindness,  but  language  can<> 
not  describe  their  feelings  In  consequence  of  the  loss  of  their 
child. 

l^he  origin  of  the  Crees,  to  which  nation  the  Cumberland 
House  Indisas  belongs  isi  like  that  of  the  other  Aborigines 
of  America,  involved  in  obscurity*    Mr.  Haokeweldar,  a 
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BahaioBtry/  who  resided  long  amoDgit  thaM  peopAe,  vMftj 
that  dM  Leoapk  Indians  hafs  a  tradition  amongst  thoiA,  *  tf f 
their  atieestors  banng  oome  firoin  the  westward,  aad  Urireii 
poBseision  of  (he  wlideecMiBtry  from  the  Missoari  to  the  AU 
lantie,  after  driTing  away  dr  destroyhig  the  original  inhabit^ 
ants  of  the  land,  #hom  they  termed  Alllgewi.  In  thb 
migration  abd  eontesti  which  endured  for  a  series  of  yearsy 
the  Mengwe,  or  Iroquois,  kept  pace  with  them,  morlng  id 
a' parallel  but  more  northerly  line,  and  finally  settled  ontiM 
banks  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  great  lakes  from  whenon 
it  flows.  The  Lenapi  being  more  numerous,  peopfcd  nol 
only  the  greater  pirt  of  the  country  at  present  oecnpied'  hf 
the  United  Ststes,  but  also  sent  detachments  to  the  north-' 
ward  as  far  as  the  banks  of  the  River  Mississippi  slid  the 
shores  of  Hudson^s  Bay.  The  principal  of  their  northeni 
tribes  are  now  known  under  the  names  of  Saulteursor  Chip- 
peways,  and  Crees ;  the  former  inhabiting  the  country  bcM 
twixt  Lakes  Winipeg  and  Superior*  the  latter  frequenting 
the  shores  of  Hudson^s  Bay,  from  Moose  to  Churchill,  and 
the  country  from  thence  as  far  to  the  westward  as  the  plains 
which  lie  betwixt  the  forks  of  the  Saskatchawan. 

These  Crees,  formerly  known  by  the  French  Canadian 
traders  under  the  appellation  of  Knisteneaux,  generally  de» 
signate  themseWes  as  Eithinyoowuc  (men),  or,  when  they 
wish  to  discriminate  themselves  from  the  other  Indian  na^ 
tions,  as  Nathehwy-withinyoowuc  (Southern-  men.)  . 

The  moral  character  of  a  hunter  is  acted  upon  by  the  on* 
ture  of  the  land  he  inhabits,  the  abundance  or  scarcity  of 
food,  and  in  his  means  of  access  to  spirituous  liquors.  In  n 
country  so  various  in  these  respects  as  that  inhabited  by  the 
Crees,  the  causes  alluded  to  must  operate  strongly  in  pro* 
dncing  a  considerable  difference  of  character  amongst  the 
various  hordes* 

Muck  of  their  charaoter,  no  dbobt,  originates  in  their 
mode  of  life  ;  accostomed  as  a  hunter  In  diq^end  gfwtly  o« 
chance  for  bla  subsistence/  4he  €ree  takes  Uttle^ihebght  of 
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to-morrow ;  and  the  most  offensive  part  of  bis  beliaviour— 
the  habit  of  boasting — has  been  probably  assumed  as  a  ae* 
eesssry  part  of  his  armour,  which  operates  upon  the  fears  of 
bis  enemies.  Etery  Cree  fears  the  medical  or  oonjuriog 
powers  of  his  neighbour ;  but  at  the  same  time  exalts  his  own 
attainments  to  the  skies.  '^  I  am  God-like/*  is  a  common 
expression  amongst  them,  and  they  prove  their  divinity  ship 
by  eating  live  coals,  and  by  various  tricks  of  a  similar  na« 
lure.  A  medicine-bag  is  an  indispensable  part  of  ahunter*8 
equipment  It  is  generally  furnished  with  a  little  bit  of  in- 
digo,  blue  vitriol,  Vermillion,  or  some  other  showy  article ; 
and  is,  when  in  the  hands  of  a  noted  conjurer,  such  an  ob«> 
ject  of  terror  to  the  rest  of  the  tribe,  that  its  possessor  is 
•oabled  to  fatten  at  his  ease  upon  the  labours  of  his  deluded 
oountrymen. 

A  fellow  of  this  description  came  to  Cumberland  House  in 
the  winter  of  1819.  Notwithstanding  the  then  miserable 
atate  of  the  India>is,  the  rapacity  of  this  wretch  had  been 
preying  upon  their  necessities,  and  a  poor  hunter  was  ac« 
loally  at  the  moment  pining  away  under  the  influence  of  his 
threats*  The  mighty  conjurer,  immediately  on  his  arrival  at 
the  House,  began  to  trumpet  forth  his  powers,  boasting, 
among  other  things,  that  although  his  hands  and  feet  were 
lied  as  securely  as  possible,  yet  \vhen  placed  in  a  conjuring- 
house,  he  would  speedily  disengage  himself  by  the  aid  of 
two  or  three  familiar  spirits,  who  were  attendant  on  his  call. 
He  was  instantly  taken  at  his  word,  and  that  his  exertions 
might  not  be  without  an  aim,  a  capot  or  greatcoat  was  pro- 
mised as  the  reward  of  his  success.  A  conjuring-house  hav- 
ing been  erected  in  the  usual  form,  that  is,  by  sticking  four 
willows  in  the  ground,  and  tying  their  tops  to  a  hoop  at  the 
iM^ight  of  six  or  eight  feet,  he  was  fettered  completely, 'by 
winding  several  fathoms  of  rope  round  his  body  and  extremi- 
ties, and  placed  in  its  narrow  apartment,  not  exceeding  two 
titt  in  diameter.  A  moose-skin  being  then  thrown  over  the 
flPame^' secluded  Itim  from  the  sight.  Me  forthwith  %egaW to 
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cliaitfAViakiDd  of  byihn  in  a  very  monotonouil  (one.  I^e  f^ 
oflhe  Indians,  who  seemed  in  some  doubt  respecting  tte 
^NiweTB  of  a  devil  when  put  in  competition  with  (hose  of  a 
white  man,  ranjjfed  themselves  around  and  watched  thej^ 
salt  with  anxie.ty.  Nothing  remarkable  occurred  for  a  lon^ 
time.  The  conjurer  continued  his  song  at  intenrals,  and  if 
was  occasionally  taken  up  by  those  without.  In  this  mah^ 
ner  an  hour  and  a  half  elapsed ;  but  at  length  attentioHJ 
which  had  begun  t6  flag,  was  roused  by  the  Tiolent  shaking 
of  the  eof^uring- house.  It  was  instantly  whispered  ronMI 
the  chrcle,  that  at  least  one  devil  had  crept  under  theaioo^ 
skin.  But  it  proved  to  be  only  the  <*  God«like  man*'  traM 
.bling  with  cold.  He  had  entered  the  listSy  stript  to  %a 
skiOi  and  the  thermometer  stood  very  low  that  eveuNigl 
His  attempts  were  continued,  however,  with  consideraUH 
resolution  for  half  an  hour  longer,  when  he  reluctantly  gave 
in.  He  had  found  no  diiRculty  in  slipping  through  thenoosa 
when  it  was  formed  iby  his  countrymen ;  but  in  the  present 
instance,  the  knot  was  tied  by  Governor  Williams,  who  H 
an  expert  sailor.  After  this  unsuccessful  exhibition;  bis 
eredit  suok  amaxingly,  and  he  took  the  earliest  opportunity 
of  sneaking  away  from  the  fort.  r.^x 

About  two  years  before  a  conjurer  paid  more  dearly  forhife 
temerity.  In  a  quarrel  with  an  Indian  be  threw  out  soma 
obscure  threats  of  vengeance,  which  passed  unnoticed  at  tba 
time,  but  were  afterwards  remembered.  They  met  in  ikak 
spring  at  Carlton  House,  after  passing  the  winter  in  difior* 
ent  parts  of  the  country,  during  which  the  Indian's  obild 
died.  The  conjurer  bad  the  folly  to  boast  that  he  had  caused 
its  deaths  and  the  enraged  father  shot  him  dead  on  tbeapol; 
It  may  be  remarked,  however,  that  both  these  Indiana  weat 
inhabitants  of  the  plains,  and  bad  been  taught,  by  thafar  kiv 
taireourse  with  the  turbulent  Stone  Indiana,  to  set  but  aaalH 
paratively  little  value  on  tba  lifepf  a  man.  .  u^. 

Biiring  tbmr  yisila  ,(o  a  paal»  they  are  aufimd  ta  cMftr 
avarj  apfrtmcAt  is .  thi^  hAVi%  Wi(l|OjBj(.  Iba  Im^-  vaalaaiM 
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•iid  alChougb  arUcIes  of  value  to  them  are  scattered  about; 
iMthing  is  ever  missed.  Tbey  scrupulously  avoid  movrng 
guy  tbiog  from  Its  place,  although  they  are  often  prompted 
by  curiosity  to  examine  it*  In  some  cases,  indeed,  fliey 
eArry  this  principle  to  a  degree  of  self-denial  which  would 
biirdly  be  expected.  It  often  happens  that  meat,  which  ba^s 
been  paid  for,  (if  the  poisonous  draught  it  procures  them  can 
be  considere^l  as  payment,)  is  left  at  their  lodges  until  a  con* 
yenient  opportunity  occurs  of  carrying  it  away.  They  will 
lather  pass  several  days  without  eating,  than  touch  the  meat 
^s  intrusted  to  their  charge,  even  when  there  exists  ii 
prospect  of  replacing  it. 

The  hospitality  of  the  Crees  is  unbounded.  They  afford  a 
CNbrtaih  asylum  to  the  hilf-breed  children  when  deserted  by 
tbeir  unnatural  white  fathers;  and  the  infirm,  and  indeed 
•very  individual  in  an  encampment,  share  the  provisions  of 
a  successful  hunter  as  long  as  they  last.  Fond  too  as  a  Cree 
is  of  spirituous  liquors,  he  is  not  happy  unless  all  his  neigh* 
hours  partake  with  him.  It  is  not  easy,  however,  to  say 
vvhat  share  ostentation  may  have  in  the  apparent  munificence 
in  the  latter  article ;  for  when  an  Indian,  by  a  good  hunt,  is 
enabled  to  treat  the  others  with  a  keg  of  rum,  be  becomes 
Ibe  chief  of  a  night,  assumes  no  little  stateliness  of  manner, 
Aid  is  treated  with  deference  by  those  who  regale  at  his  ex- 
pence.  Prompted  also  by  the  desire  of  gaining  a  name,  they 
lnvish  away  the  articles  they  purchase  at  the  trading  posts, 
and  are  well  satisfied  if  repaid  in  praise. 

The  Cree  women  are  not  in  general  treated  barshl^f  by 
their  husbands,  and  possess  considerable  influence  over  them. 
Tbey  often  eat,  and  even  get  drunk,  in  consort  .with  the 
Men ;  a  considerable  portion  of  the  labour,  however,  falls  to 
tbe  lot  of  the  wife.  She  makes  the  hut,  oooks,  dresses  the 
slrins,  and,  for  the  most  part,  carries  tbe  heaviest  load; 
but,  when  she  is  unable  to  perform  her  task,  the  husband 
does  not  consider  it  beneath  bis  dignity  to  assist  her.  Capa^ 
iAimtbmf  ute  6f  behaving  thus  kindly,  tbey  affect  in^thehr 
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diteoorte  to  dospiso  the  softer  sex,  and  oo  iolemo  ooeiiiMit 
will  not  suffer  them  to  eat  before  them,  or  eyen  eome  into 
their  presence.  In  this  ihey  are  countenanced  by  the  white 
residents,  most  of  whom  ha^e  Indian  or  half-breed  wives,* 
but  seem  afraid  of  treating  them  with  the  tenderness  or  at- 
tention due  to  every  female,  lest  they  should  themselves  b0^ 
despised  by  the  Indians.  At  least,  this  is  the  only  reasos^ 
they  assign  for  their  neglect  of  those  whom  they  make  part- 
ners of  their  beds,  and  mothers  of  their  children. 

When  a  hunter  marries  his  first  wife,  he  usually  takes  up 
his  abode  in  the  tent  of  his  father-in-law,  and  of  course 
hunts  for  the  family ;  but  when  he  becomes  a  father,  the  fa- 
milies are  at  liberty  to  separate,  or  remain  together,  as  their 
inclinations  prompt  them.  His  second  wife  is,  for  the  most 
part,  sister  of  the  first,  bui  not  necessarily  so ;  for  an  Indian 
of  another  family  often  presses  his  daughter  upon  a  hunter 
whom  he  knows  to  be  capable  of  maintaining  her  welL  The 
first  wife  always  remains  the  mistress  of  the  teot,  and  as* 
sumes  an  authority  over  the  others,  which  is  not  in  every 
case  quietly  submitted  to»~  It  may  be  remarked  that  while 
an  Indian  resides  with  his  wife's  family,  it  is  extremely  im- 
proper for  his  mother-in-law  to  speak,  or  even  look  at  him  i^ 
and  when  she  has  a  communication  to  make,  it  is  the  etU 
quette  that  she  should  turn  her  back  upon  him,  and  addresf 
bim  only  through  the  medium  of  a  third  person.  This  singu- 
lar custom  is  not  very  creditable  to  the  Indians,  if  it  really 
had  its  origin  in  the  cause  which  they  at  present  assign  for  it  ^ 
namely,  that  a  woman's  speaking  to  her  son-in-law  is  a  sure 
indication  of  her  having  conceived  a  criminal  affection  foi: 
him. 

Tattooing  is  almost  universal  with  the  Crees.  The  wo« 
men  are  in  general  content  with  having  one  or  two  Unep^ 
drawn  from  the  corners  of  the  mouth  towards  the  angles  of 
the  lower  jaw  ;  but  some  of  the  men  have  their  bodies  opr 
vered  with  a  great  variety  of  lines  and  figures.  It  seema  to 
be  considered  by  most  rather  as  a  proof  of  courage  than  an 
P.  V.  14.  U  o 
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tnMiBienI,  Ihe  tp^ratlon  Mag  my  paiafuU  mi4»  if  Uib 
igure«  are  oiimerous  and  iatricale^  lastiag  aeveral  dajik 
The  Ibes  on  the  face  are  formed  by  dexteroualy  running  an 
%yi\  under  the  culiele,  and  then  drawing  a  eord,  dipt  in  char- 
•aal  and  water,  through  the  canal  thus  formed.  The  punc* 
lured  en  the  body  are  formed  by  needles  of  Tarious  siiea  ael 
in  a  frame.  A  number  of  liawk  bells  attached  to  thia  frame, 
serve,  by  their  noise,  to  cover  the  suppressed  groana  of  Iha 
sufferer,  and,  probably  for  the  same  reason,  the  process  ia 
aiccompanied  with  singing.  An  indelible  stain  is  produced 
by  rubbing  a  little  finely-powdered  willow-charcoal  into  the 
punctures. 

In  the  month  of  May,  whilst  Dr.  Richardson  was  at  CarU 
ton  House,  a  Cree  hunter  resolved  upon  dedicating  several 
articles  to  one  of  his  deities  named  Kepoocbikawn.  The 
oeremony  took  place  in  a  sweating-house,  or,  as  it  may  be 
designated,  from  its  more  im|>ortant  use,  a  temple,  which 
was  erected  for  the  occasion  by  the  worshipper's  two  wives. 
It  was  framed  of  arched  willows,  iaterlaoed  so  as  to  Form  a 
?ault  capable  of  eontaioing  ten  or  twelve  men,  ranged 
closely  side  by  side,  and  high  enough  to  admit  of  their  sit- 
ting erect.  It  was  very  similar  in  shape  to  an  oven,  or  the 
kraal  of  a  Hottentot,  and  was  closely  covered  with  moos^ 
skins,  except  at  the  east  end,  which  was  left  open  for  ti 
door.  Near  the  centre  of  the  building  there  was  a  hole  in 
|)ie  ground,  which  contained  ten  or  twelve  red-hot  stones, 
having  a  few  leaves  strewed  around  them.  When  the  wo- 
men had  completed  the  preparations,  the  hunter  made  his 
appearance,  perfectly  naked,  carrying  in  his  hand  an  iraag;e 
of  Kepoocbikawn,  rudely  carved,  and  about  two  feet  long; 
He  placed  his  god  at  the  upper  end  of  the  sweating-house, 
with  his  face  towards  the  door,  and  proceeded  to  tie  round 
its  neck  his  offerings,  consisting  of  a  cotton  handkerchief,  a 
looking-glass,  a  tin  pan,  a  piece  of  ribband,  and  a  bit  of  to- 
bacco, which  be  had  procured  the  same  day,  at  theexpens^ 
of  fifteen  or  twenty  skins.     Whilst  he  waa  thus  occupiedp 
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•ever^  ottitr  CreM,  who  were  tneam^dli  the  nrigbbMr*; 
boad»  hating  keen  informed  of  whit  wira  going  on,  tttlteH| 
and  stripping  at  the  door  of  tiie  tenple,  entered^  ud 
ranged  (hsii^aelTea  on  each  aide ;  the  hunter  himself  eqiiatleil 
down  at  the  right  hand  of  Kepoochikawn^  ^ 

.  The  hunter,  who  throughout  officiated  as  hi|^  prieati  Mtt^^ 
menced  by  mal&ing  a  speech  to  Kepoochllcawn,  lA  whieh  W 
requested  him  to  be  propitious,  told  him  of  the  Taluedf  Ito 
things  now  presented,  andoautioned  him  against  iagrtttitudci.f 
TIm^  oration  was  delivered  in  a  monotonous  tone,  land  Witfr, 
great  rapidity  of  utteranoe,  and  the  spealier  retained  hlli 
squatting  posture,  but  turned  his  face  to  his  god.  At  Hif- 
conclusion,  the  priest  began  a  hymn,  of  which  the  harthen 
was,  '*  1  will  walli  with  God,  I  will  go  with  the  animal  ;*" 
and  at  the  end  of  each  stanza,  the  rest  joined  in  au  insignf>» 
fi^ant  chorus.  He  next  took  up  a  calumet,  filled  with  a 
mixture  of  tobacco  and  bear-berry  leaves,  and  holding  its* 
st)?m  by  the  middle,  in  a  horizontal  position,  oter  the  faoi 
stones,  turned  it  slowly  in  a  circular  manner,  following  thti 
course  of  the  sun.  Its  mouth-piece  being  then  with  much 
formality  held  for  a  few  seconds  to  the  face  of  KepoocfaU 
kawn,  it  was  next  presented -to  the  earth,  hating  been  piti>' 
tiously  turned  a  seoond  time  over  the  hot  Stones ;  and  aher* 
wards,  with  equal  oeremony,  pointed  in  succession  td  tm 
four  quarters  of  the  sky  ;  then  drawings  few  whillbfrorollMi' 
calumet  himself,  he  handed  it  to  his  left*hand  neighbouf>  hjf- 
whom  it  was  grately  passed  round  the  circle.  When  thio 
tobacco  was  exhausted  by  passing  seteral  times  round,  tt^e^ 
hunter  made  another  speech,  similar  to  the  former  ;  but  wfti^' 
if  possible,  still  more  argent  in  his  requests.  A  seeAnd; 
hymn  followed,  and  a  quantity  of  water  being  sprinkled  6w 
the  hot  stones,  the  attendants  were  ordered  to  close  thsr 
temple,  which  they  did,  by  tery  carefully  cotering  Hup 
with  mooae-skins.  They  continued  fai  the  tapourbalh  for' 
dnrty-tte  minutea,  during  which  thM  4  thiird  ipeeeh  wis 
made,  and  a  hymn  ««s  sung,  and  ^(cfbeearionally  %fiAmJ 

\3  xi^  ' 


iSM  Oil  tha  stoMfl^  which  still  retained  mueh  heat,  aa  wtfa 
iatideiit  from  the  bisaing  noise  they  m  ade.  The  coTerioga 
were  then  thrown  off,  and  the  poor  half-stewed  worshippers 
exposed  freely  to  the  air  ;  but  they  Icept  their  squatting  pos- 
tores  until  a  fourth  speech  was  made,  in  which  the  deity  was 
atrongly  reminded  of  the  Talue  of  the  gifts,  and  exhorted  to 
talie  an  early  opportunity  of  shewing  his  grutitude.  The  ce- 
remony concluded  by  the  sweaters  8cam|»ering  down  to  the 
nftVf  and  plunging  into  the  stream.  It  may  be  remarked^ 
that  the  door  of  the  temple,  and,  of  course,  the  face  of  the 
god,  was  turned  to  the  rising  sun  ;  and  the  spectators  were 
desired  not  to  biocli  up  entirely  the  front  of  the  building,  but 
^  heave  a  lane  for  the  entrance  or  exit  of  some  influence  of 
%bich  they  could  not  give  a  correct  description.  Several 
Indians,  who  lay  on  the  outside  of  the  sweating- house  is 
ipectators,  seemed  to  regard  the  proceedings  with  very  Ut- 
ile awe,  and  were  extremely  free  in  the  remarks  and  jokes 
tbey  pasted  upon  the  condition  of  the  sweaters,  and  even  of 
Kepoochikawn  himself.  One  of  them  made^  remark,  that 
the  shawl  would  have  been  much  better  bestowed  upon  hiss- 
self  than  upon  Kepoochikawn,  but  the  same  fellow  after* 
wards  stripped  and  joined  in  the  ceremony. 

Dr.  Richardson  took  an  opportunity  of  asking  a  com- 
municative old  Indian,  of  the  Blackfoot  nation,  his  opinion 
of  a  future  state  ;  he  replied,  that  they  had  heard  from 
their  fathers,  that  the  souls  of  the  departed  have  to  scram- 
ble with  great  labour  up  the  sides  of  a  steep  mountain, 
upon  attaining  the  summit  of  which  they  are  rewarded  with 
the  prospect  of  an  extensive  plain,  abounding  in  all  sorts 
of  game,  and  interspersed  here  and  there  with  new  tents, 
pitched  in  agreeable  situations.  Whilst  they  are  absorbed 
in  the  contemplation  of  this  delightful  scene,  they  are  dis- 
*  scried  by  the  inhabitants  of  the  happy  land,  who,  clothed 
In  hew  skin-dresses,  approach  and  welcome  with  every  de- 
monstration of  kindnesa  those  Indians  #bo  have  led  good 
fiv^V  t>trt  the  bad  lAdlaHa  who  have  ialilmedtheir  baiidsin 
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tl^  .(ilo<HJl.  of .  their  couotrymeDt  art  told  to  roluni  frspi 
^Ifbejuce  they  eame,  ami  without  more  qeremony  precipicat#4 
.down  the  steep  sides  of  the  mountain. 

.  Women  who  have  been  guilty  of  infanticide,  never  rea^^i 
.the  mountain  at  all,  but  are  compelled  to  hover  round  tbo 
aeati^  of  their  crimes,  with  branches  of  trees  tiea  to  their 
legs.  The  melancholy  sounds  which  are  heard  in  the  atiU 
summer  evenings,  and  which  the  ignorance  of  the  white  peot 
pie  consider  as  the  screams  of  the  goat-suckers,  are  really^ 
according  to  the  old  Indian's  account,  the  moanings  of  these 
unhappy  beings. 

The  Crees  have  somewhat  similar  notions,  but  as  they  in* 
habit  a  country  widely  different  from  the  mountainous  lands 
of  theBlackfoot  Indians,  the  diflSculty  of  (heir  journey  lice 
in  walking  along  a  slender  and  slippery  tree,  laid  as  a  bridge 
across  a  rapid  stream  of  stinking  and  muddy  water.  The 
night  owl  is  regarded  by  the  Crees  with  the  same  dread  that 
it  has  been  viewed  by  other  nations.  One  small  species, 
which  is  known  to  them  by  its  melancholy  nocturnal  hootings, 
(for  as  it  never  appears  in  the  day,  few  even  of  the  hunters 
have  ever  seen  it,)  is  particularly  ominous.  They  call  it  the 
cbeepai-peethees,  or  death  bird,  and  never  fail  to  whistle 
when  they  hear  its  note.  If  it  does  not  reply  to  the  whistle 
by  its  hootings,  the  speedy  death  of  the  inquirer  is  augured. 

When  a  Cree  dies,  that  part  of  his  property  which  he  has 
not  given  away  before  bis  deaths  is  burned  with  him,  and  his 
relations  take  care  to  place  near  the  grave  litile  heaps. of 
fire- wood,  food,  pieces  of  tobacco,  and  such  things  as  he  |S 
likely  to  need  in  his-  journey.  Similar  offerings  are  niads 
when  they  revisit  the  grave,  and  as  kettles,  and  other  aeti* 
cles  of  value,  are  sometimes  offered,  they  are  frequently 
earned  off  by  passengers,  yet  the  relations  are  not  die* 
pleased,  provided  sufficient  respect  has  been  shewn  to  the 
dead,  by  putting  some  other,  article,  although  of  inferior 
value,  ,in  the  place  of  that  which  bos  been  .taken  away. 
.  Tbe  Crees.  ara  wont  to  celebrate.tbe  returns  of  the  sctums 
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hj  religiom  fciti*? ab,  but  if«  are  unahle  to  deicrib*?  the  eii^ 
ramonial  io  use  on  these  joyous  oooarions  from  personal  ot^ 
seryation.  The  followiog  brief  ootioe  of  a  fessti  Urbich  was 
given  by  aa  old  Cree  chief,  according^  to  bis  tthnuel  eustomi 
OA  the  first  croaking  of  the  froga^  is  drawn  op  from  the  ifi^ 
formation  of  one  of  the  guesU.  A  larg«  oblong  tent,  olr 
lodge^  was  pre|>ared  fbrtfaeimportantooeasloti  by  the  men 
of  the  party,  none  of  tbo  women  being  stiflbred  to  interfere. 
It  faced  the  settiag  son,  and  great  care  was  taken  that  trtt^ 
tfiiag  about  iishouM  be  as  neat  and  clean  as  possible.  Three 
fire  places  were  raised  within  it,  at  equal  distances,  and  Iit* 
4lo  boles  were  dug  in  the  oomers,  to  contain  the  ashes  of 
tfftetr  pipes*  In  a  recess,  at  its  upper  etid,  one  large  image 
of  Kepoochikawn,  and  many  smaller  ones,  were  ranged  with 
ibeir  faces  towards  the  door.  Tiie  food  was  prepared  by  thto 
ohief 's  wife,  and  consisted  of  marrow  pemmtcati,  berries 
boiled  with  fat,  and  vsrious  other  deKcades  that  had  been 
prcaerved  for  the  occasion. 

The  preparations  being  completed,  and  a  slave,  whom  the 
ofaief  had  taken  in  war,  having  warned  the  guests  to  the  fealil 
by  the  mysterious  word  peenasheway,  they  came,  dresse<l 
out  in  their  best  garments,  and  ranged  themselves  according 
to  their  seniority,  the  eldest  scKiting  themselves  next  the 
obief  at  the  upper  end,  and  the  young  men  near  the  door. 

Tbe  chief  commenced  by  addressing  his  deities  in  an  ap- 
propriate speech,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  he  had  has- 
tened, as  soon  as  summer  was  indicated  by  the  croaking  of 
the  frogs,  to  solicit  their  favour  for  himself  and  his  young 
men,  and  hoped  that  they  would  send  him  a  pleasant  and 
plentiful  season.  His  oration  was  concluded  by  an  invoca- 
tion to  all  the  animals  in  the  land,  and  a  signal  being  giveO 
to  the  slave  at  the  door,  he  Invited  them  severally  by  their 
names  to  come  sod  partake  of  ihe  feast. 

The  Cree  chief  having  by  this  very  general  invitation  dis* 
played  bis  unbounded  hospitality,  next  ordered  one  of  ttaB 
ytraiig  m«M  to  distribute  k  mess  to  eadi  of  tbe  guests.    This 
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gMoe  van  displayed  in  empty in|^  cbev,  ft  belttg  conaiderad 
MtrfOMsly  improper  iorft  man  ta  leave  any  part  of  that  whM 
iapUoedbeiWe  him  on.  such  oce as'-oas.  Ic  is  not  iaconsisleiil 
yfixh  good  msno^r^i  however, bat  rather  considered  aaapieoc 
of  ppliten^ss*  that  a  guest  arbo  bid  been  too  liberally  supplied^ 
i^^ldhaild  tlie  surplus  to  bis  neighbour«  Wliea  the  i  iaoda 
hs4  disf^ppsaredt  eaoji  filled  bis  calametand  begsn  to  emolM 
ytitk  great  i^iduUj,  sad  in  tho  oourae  of  the  evening  sevwali 
aoogs  were  sun^  to  the  responsive  sounds  of  the  drain»  ^aadl 
^eaeequay,  their  usual  accompsniments.  .'       .  A 

.  ;XbeCreedrui|ijsdouble«tieaded,  but  possessing  veryUttli( 
depth,  it  strongly  resembles  a  tambourine  in  sbape4  Itawaab 
Qt  depth  i3  compensated,  however,  by  its  diameter,  wUcb 
fjrequentljf  exceeds  three  feet.  It  is  covered  with  moofla:^ 
skin  parchment,  and  painted  with  rude  figures  of  men  .and 
beasts^  having  various  fantastic  additipns,  and  is  beat  with  « 
stick.  The  seeseequay  is  merely  a  rattle,  formed  by  eneloe-« 
ipg  a  few  grains  of  shot  in  a  piece  of  dried  hide.  These  two 
inatruQients  are  used  in  all  their  religious  ceremonies,  excepl 
those  which  take  place  ia.a  swaating-house. 

A  Cree places  great  reliance  an  bis  drum,  and  I  cannot  ad% 
duce  a  stronger  instance  than  that  of  the  poor  man  who  to 
mentioned  in  a  preceding  page,  as  having  lost  bis  only  chilA 
by  famine,  almost  within  sight  of  the  fpvL .  Notwithstanding 
his  exhausted  state,  he  travelled  with  an  enurioous  druia  tie4 
to  bis  back. 

Many  of  the  Crees  make  vows  to  abatain  from  particular 
kinds  of  food^  either  for  a  specific  time,  or  for  the  remaindef 
of  their  life,  eateemiog  such  ahstinence  to  be  a  certain  meana 
of  acquiring  some  supernatural  powers,orat  leaatof  entailioc 
upon  themselves  a  succession  of  good  fortune*  :f 

One  of  the  wives  of  the  Carltoq  hunter,  of  whom  ve  havji 
already  spoken  aa  the  worshipper  of  ELepoachikawjn,  made  a 
determination  not  to  eat  of  the  fles|i  of  the  )yawask4|eah.  Of 
Axnarioan,  stag  5  buV(i|lff9JLP«F.^<^^  #>>•*#• 
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indaeed  to  feed  heartily  upon  it,  through  tfie  iateotional  de^ 
teit  of  ber  husband,  who  told  her  that  it  was  buffkte  meat. 
When  slie  had  finished  her  roeal|  her  husband  told  her  of  the 
trick,  and  seemed  to  enjoy  the  terror  with  which  she  coo* 
templated  the  consequences  of  tbe  intoluotary  breach  of  her 
TOW.  Vows  of  this  nature  are  often  made  by  a  Cree  liefore 
he  joins  a  war  party,  and  they  sometimes,  lllce  tlie  eastern 
bonzes,  walk  for  a  certain  number  of  days  on  all  fours,  or  im* 
pose  upon  themselves  some  other  penance,  equally  ridiculous. 
By  such  means  the  Cree  warrior  becomes  godlike ;  but  unless 
be  kills  an  enemy  before  his  return,  his  newly-acquired 
powers  are  estimated  to  be  productive  in  future  of  some 
direful  consequence  to  himself. 

As  the  party  did  not  witness  any  of  the  Cree  dances  them- 
•elves,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  like  the  other  Nor thAmeri* 
eao  nations,  they  are  accustomed  to  practice  that  amusement 
on  meeting  with  strange  tribes,  before  going  to  war,  and  on 
other  solemn  occasions. 

The  habitual  intoxication  of  the  Cumberland  House  Crees 
has  induced  such  a  disregard  of  personal  appearance,  that 
they  are  squalid  and  dirty  in  the  extreme ;  henoe  a  minute 
description  of  their  clothing  would  be  by  no  means  interesting* 
The  dress  of  the  male  consists  of  a  blanket  thrown  over  the 
shoulders,  a  leathern  shirt  or  jacket,  and  a  piece  of  cloth  tied 
round  the  middle.  The  women  have  in  addition  a  long  petU« 
coat ;  and  both  sexes  wear  a  kind  of  wide  hose,  which  reach* 
ing  from  the  ankle  to  tbe  middle  of  the  thigh,  are  suspended 
by  strings  to  the  girdle.  These  hose,  or  as  they  are  termed, 
Indian  stockings,  are  commonly  ornamented  with  beads  or 
ribands,  and  from  their  convenience,  have  been  universally 
adopted  by  the  white  residents,  as  an  essential  part  of  their 
winter  clothing.  Their  shoes,  or  rather  short  boots,  for  they 
tie  round  the  ankle,  are  made  of  soft  dressed  moose-skios, 
and  during  the  winter  they  wrap  several  pieces  of  blanket 
round  their  feet 

They  are  food  of  European  articles  of  dreas,  considering 
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their  own  dress  as  inferior. — ^The  females  strive  to  imitate 
the^wives  of  the  traders^  i;vearing  shawls  uid  printed  eafi(A^ 
when  they  can  procure  them ;  but  their  custom  of  using  Art 
to  igxeBse  their  hair  and  faces  soon  render  all  these  garments 
so  €brt7:«]id  filthy,  that  they  lose  very  soon  dieir  origiikal' 
appearance,  and  send  forth  an  efflitria  of  a  mo^t  disagteeabld- 
natoDBi     '  *" " 

Xkcjf  f[>iBi  a  land  of  cradle  for  their  infants,  which  is  eXr^' 
treHody  suitable  for  the  purpose.  It  is  formed  of  a  ba^' 
bedded  wifli  bog  moss,  and  may  be  suspended  to  a  ti«e^  bf'^ 
huBg  on  the  parent*!  back  in  the  most  secure  and  comfortable 
maimer,    ^  .        :^r 

It  may  be  profitable  to  the  reader  (amidst  the  many  ills  hHi 
thinks  he  has  to  bear)  to  compare  his  own  state,  and  tlrdi^ 
comf<xrts  he  possesses,  with  those  enjoyed  by  these  poor  Indi- 
ans,   The  most  distressed  state  of  society  in  Great  Britain,' 
IS  comfort,  ease,  and  security,  compared  with  that  of  the^ 
people.     While  describing  the  character  of  these  Indianj<; 
the  following  account  of  other  tribes  recited  by  John  Eliot,  A 
missionary,  many  years  among  them,  may  be  added.  He  says, 
their  housing  is  nothing  but  a  few  mats  tied  about  poles  fas- 
toned  in  the  earth ;  their  clothing  is  but  the  skin  of  a  beast, 
covering  their  hind*parts,  their  fore-parts  having  but  a  little 
apron  where  nature  calls  for  secresy ;  their  diet  has  not  a' 
greater  dainty  than  their  nokehick,  that  is,  a  spoonful  of 
parched  meal,  with  a  spoonful  of  water,  which  will  strengthen 
tbem  to  travel  a  day  together ;  except  we  should  menf  ion  the 
flesh  of  deers,  bears,  moose,  raccoons,  and  the  like,  whidi 
they  have  when  they  can  catch  them :  as  also  a  litth^  fish, ' 
which  if  they  woidd  preserve,  it  is  by  drying,  not  by  salt- 
ing ;  for  they  had  not  a  grain  of  salt  in  the  world,  I  think,  till 
we  bestowed  it  on  them.  Hieir  physic  includes,  (excepting  a 
few  odd  specifics,  which  some  of  them  encounter  certain  cases 
with,)  nothing  hardly,  but  a  hot-house,  or  a  powaw ;  their 
hot  house  is  a  little  cave,  eight  feet  over ;  where,  after  they 
have  terribly  heated  it,  a  crew  of  them  go  sit  and  sweat 
a>15  XX: 
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and  smoke  for  an  hour  together,  and  then  immediately  ran 
into  some  very  cold  adjacent  brook,  without  the  least  mischiei 
to  them.  In  this  way  they  recover  themsdves  of  some 
diseases ;  but  in  most  of  their  dangerous  distempers,  powaw 
must  be  sent  for ;  that  is,  a  priest,  who  has  more  familiarity 
with  Satan  than  his  neighbours;  this  conjurer  comes  and 
roars,  and  howls,  and  uses  magical  ceremonies  over  the  sick 
man,  and  is  well  paid  for  it  when  he  has  done.  If  this  do 
not  effect  the  cure,  ''the  man's  time  is  come,  and  there 
is  an  end.** 

They  live  in  a  country  full  of  the  best  ship-timber  under 
heaven,  but  never  saw  a  ship  till  some  came  from  Europe 
hither ;  and  then  they  were  scared  out  of  their  wits,  to  see 
the  monster  come  sailing  in,  and  spitting  fire  with  a  mighty 
noise  out  of  her  floating  side.  They  cross  the  water  in 
canoes  made  sometimes  of  trees  which  they  bum  and  hew 
till  they  have  hollowed  them;  and  sometimes  of  oarks, 
which  they  stitch  into  a  light  sort  of  vessel,  to  be  easily 
carried  over  land  5  if  they  are  over-set,  it  is  but  a  little  pad- 
ling  like  a  dog,  and  they  are  soon  where  they  were. 

Their  way  of  living  is  infinitely  barbarous :  the  men  are 
most  abominably  slothful;  making  their  poor  squaws,  or 
wives,  plant  and  dress  and  bam  and  beat  their  com,  and 
build  their  wigwams  for  them.  In  the  mean  time.,  theii 
chief  employment,  when  they  will  condescend  unto  any, 
is  that  of  hunting ;  wherein  they  will  go  out  some  scores, 
if  not  hundreds  of  them  in  a  company,  driving  all  before 
them* 

They  continue  in  a  place  till  they  have  burnt  up  all  the 
wood  thereabouts,  and  then  they  pluck  up  stakes,  to  follow 
the  wood  which  they  cannot  fetch  home  unto  themselves, 
Hence,  when  they  inquire  about  the  English,  "  whv  come 
they  hither  ?*•  they  very  learnedly  determine  the  case.  "  it 
was  because  they  wanted  firing." 

Their  division  of  time  is  by  sleeps,  and  moons,  and  win- 
ters   and  by  lodging  abroad  they  have  somewhat  obseited 
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the  motioiis  of  the  stars ;  among  ^hich  it  has  oera  Mnpris* 
log  to  find,  that  they  have  always  caDed  Charles's  Wain 
by  the  name  of  PaukutmawaWj  or  the  Bear*  which  is  the 
name  whereby  Europeans  also  have  distinguishea  it  More- 
over,  they  have  little  if  any  traditioiis  among  them  worthy 
of  our  notice ;  and  reading  and  writing  is  altogether  un- 
known to  them,  thougb  there  is  a  rock  or  two  in  the  country 
that  has  unaccounta,ble  characters  engraved  upon  it»  All 
the  religion  they  have,  amounts  unto  thus  much :  they  be- 
lieve that  there  are  many  gods,  who  made  and  own  tne 
several  nations  of  the  world;  of  which  a  certain  great  god 
in  the  8outh«west  r^ons  of  heaven,  bears  the  greatest 
figure.  They  believe  that  every  remarkable  creature  has  a 
peculiar  god  within  it,  or  about  it:  there  is  with  them  a 
sun-god,  a  moon-god,  and  the  like;  and  they  cannot  con- 
ceive but  that  the  fire  might  be  a  kind  of  god,  inasmuch  as 
a  spark  of  it  will  soon  produce  very  strange  effects.  They 
believe  that  when  any  good  or  ill  happens  to  them,  there  is 
the  favour  or  the  anger  of  a  god  expressed  in  it ;  and  hence, 
as  in  a  time  of  calamity,  they  keep  a  dance,  or  a  day  of  ex- 
travagant ridiculous  devotions  to  their  god ;  so  in  a  time  of 
prosperity,  they  likewise  have  a  feast,  wherein  they  also 
make  presents  one  unto  another.  Finally,  they  believe  that 
their  chief  god,  Kauianiounif  made  a  man  and  woman  of 
a  stone ;  which,  upon  dislike,  he  broke  to  pieces,  and  made 
another  man  and  woman  of  a  tree,  which  were  the  fountains 
of  all  mankind ;  and,  that  we  all  have  in  us  immortal  souls, 
which,  if  we  are  godly,  shall  go  to  a  splendid  entertainment 
v^-ith  KauianiowU ;  but  otherwise,  must  wander  about  in  a 
restless  horror  for  ever.  But  if  you  say  to  them  any  thing 
of  a  resurrection,  they  will  reply  upon  you,  ^^  I  shall  never 
believe  it" 

Eliot  saw  the  Indians  using  many  parables  in  their  dis- 
courses; much  given  to  anointing  their  heads;  mudi  de- 
lighted in  dancing,  especially  after  victories;  computing 
their  times  by  nights  and  months  i  giving  dowries  for  wives; 
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causing  their  women  to  dwell  by  themselves  at  certain 
seasons,  for  secret  caus^^s ;  and  accustoming  themselves  to 
grievous  mournings  and  yellings  for  the  dead;  all  which 
were  usual  things  among  the  Israelites.  They  have  too  a 
great  nnkindness  for  swine ;  but  I  suppose  that  is  because 
our  hogs  devour  the  ckmsy  which  are  a  dainty  with  them. 
£liot  also  saw  some  learned  men  looking  for  the  lost  Israel- 
ites among  the  Indians  in  America,  and  counting  that  they 
had  good  reasons  for  so  doing.  And  a  few  small  arguments 
or  indeed  but  conjectures,  meeting  with  a  favourable  dispo* 
sition  in  the  hearer,  will  carry  some  conviction  with  them* 
He  saw  likewise  the  judgments  threatened  unto  the  Israel- 
ites of  old,  strangely  fulfilled  upon  the  Indians ;  particularly 
that,  "  Ye  shall  eat  the  flesh  of  your  sons,**  which  is  done 
with  exquisite  cruelties  upon  the  prisoners  that  they  take 
firom  one  another  in  their  battles. 

The  first  step  which  Eliot  judged  necessary  to  be  taken 
by  him,  was  to  learn  the  Indian  language,  for  he  saw  them 
so  stupid  and  senseless,  that  they  would  never  so  much  as  in- 
quire after  the  religion  of  the  strangers  who  came  into  their 
country,  much  less  would  they  so  far  imitate  them  as  to  leave 
off  their  way  of  living,  that  they  might  be  partakers  of  and 
spiritual  advantage,  unless  he  could  first  address  them  in  a 
language  of  their  own.  He  hired  a  native  to  teach  him,  and 
with  a  laborious  care  and  skill,  reduced  it  into  a  grammar, 
which  afterwards  he  published.  If  their  alphabet  be  short, 
the  words  composed  of  it  are  long  enough  to  tire  the  pa- 
tience of  any  scholar  in  the  world.  One  would  think  they 
had  been  growing  ever  since  Babel,  unto  the  dimensions  to 
which  they  are  now  extended.  For  instance,  Nummatche- 
kodtantamooonganunnonashj  signifies  no  more  in  English 
than  our  lusts;  and  to  translate  our  loves,  it  must  be 
nothing  shorter  than  Noowonumiammooonkanunonnash.  We 
find  in  all  this  language  there  is  not  the  least  affinity  to, 
or  derivation  from  any  European  speech  that  we  are  ac- 
quainted  with.    This  tedious  language  Eliot  quickly  bo- 
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«erre  a  master  of;  he  emplojed  a  mttj  Indiaot  ^^  alio 
spoke  English  wdl,  for  his  assistance  in  it ;  and  oompifing 
some  disooorses  by  his  hdp,  he  woold  single  oat  a  word,  a 
noun,  a  verb,  and  pnrsne  itthioogh  all  its  variations.  Hav- 
ing finished  his  grammar,  at  tha  dose  he  writes,  <<  IVayeia 
and  pains,  through  faith  in  Jesus  Christy  will  do  any 
diing  !**  and  being  by  his  prayers  and  pains  thus  fumishedf 
be  set  himself  to  preach  ihe  goq>el  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
among  these  desolate  outcasts* 

The  North-west  Company  was  formed  originally  by  tha 
merchants  of  Montreal,  who  wisely  considered  that  the  fur 
trade  might  be  carried  on  to  those  distant  parts  of  the  con- 
tment,  Inhabited  solely  by  Indians^  with  more  security  and 
greater  profit,  if  they  jomed  together  in  a  body,  than  if  diey 
continued  to  trade  separately.  The  stock  of  the  company 
was  divided  into  forty  shares ;  and  as  the  number  of  mer- 
chants in  the  town  at  that  time  was  not  very  great,  this  ar- 
rangement afibrded  an  opportunity  to  every  one  of  them  to 
join  in  the  company  if  they  thought  proper. 

The  company  principally  carries  on  its  trade  by  means  of 
the  Utawas  or  Grand  River,  that  falls  into  the  St.  Law- 
rence about  thirty  miles  above  Montreal,  and  which  forms 
by  its  confluence  vrith  that  river,  ^^  Le  Lac  de  Deux  Mon- 
tagnes  et  le  Lac  St.  Louis,''  the  Lake  of  the  Two  Moun- 
tains and  the  Lake  of  St.  Louis,  wherein  are  several  large 
islands.  To  convey  the  furs  down  this  river,  they  make  uso 
of  canoes,  formed  of  the  bark  of  the  birch  tree,  some  of 
which  are  upon  sudi  a  large  scale  that  they  are  capable 
of  containing  two  tons,  but  they  seldom  put  so  much  in 
them,  especially  on  this  river,  it  being  in  many  places 
shallow,  rapid,  and  full  of  rocks,  and  contains  no  less  than 
thirty-two  portages. 

These  canoes  are  navigated  by  the  French  Canadians, 
who  are  particularly  fond  of  the  employment,  preferring  it 
in  general  to  that  of  cultivating  the  gpround.  A.  fleet  of 
them  seu  off  ficom  Montreal  aboat  the  month  of  May>  laden 
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with  provisioofi  consisting  chiefly  of  biscuit  and  salt  poTiic 
sufficient  to  last  the  crews  till  their  return,  and  also  with 
the  articles  given  in  barter  to  the  Indians.  At  some  of  the 
shallow  places  in  the  river,  it  is  sufficient  if  the  men  merely 
get  out  of  the  canoes,  and  push  them  on  into  the  deep 
water ;  but  at  others,  where  there  are  dangerous  rapids  and 
sharp  rocks,  it  is  necessary  for  the  men  to  unlade  the  ca- 
Does,  and  carry  both  them  and  the  cargoes  on  their  shoulders 
till  they  come  again  to  a  safe  part  of  the  river*  At  night 
they  drag  the  canoes  upon  shore,  light  a  fire,  cook  their 
provisions  for  the  following  day,  and  sleep  upon  the  ground 
wrapped  up  in  their  blankets.  If  it  happens  to  rain  very 
hard,  they  sometimes  shelter  themselves  with  boughs  of 
trees,  but  in  general  they  remain  under  the  canopy  of  hea- 
ven, without  any  covering  but  their  blankets :  they  copy  ex- 
actly  the  Indian  mode  of  life  on  these  occa^ons,  and  many 
of  them  even  wear  the  Indian  dresses,  which  they  find  more 
convenient  than  their  own* 

Having  ascended  the  Utawas  River  for  about  two  hun* 
dred  and  eighty  miles,  which  it  takes  them  about  eighteen 
days  to  perform,  they  then  cross  by  a  portage  into  I^ake 
Nispissing,  and  from  this  lake  by  another  portage  they  get 
upon  French  River,  that  falls  into  Lake  Huron  on  the 
north-east  side ;  then  coasting  along  this  last  lake,  they 
pass  through  the  Straits  of  St.  Mary,  where  there  is  another 
portage  into  Lake  Superior ;  and  coasting  afterwards  along 
the  shores  of  Lake  Superior,  they  come  to  the  Grand  Por- 
tage on  the  north-west  side  of  it ;  from  hence,  by  a  chain  of 
small  lakes  and  rivers,  they  proceed  on  to  the  Rainy  Lake, 
to  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  and  for  hundreds  of  miles  beyond 
it.  through  Lake  Winnipeg,  &c. 

The  canoes,  however,  which  go  so  far  up  the  country, 
never  return  the  same  year ;  those  intended  to  bring  back 
cargoes  immediately,  stop  at  the  Grand  Portage,  where  the 
furs  are  collected  ready  for  them  by  the  agents  of  the  com- 
pany.   The  fui-s  are  made  up  in  packs  of  a  certain  weight. 
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and  a  particular  number  is  put  into  each  canoe.  By  know- 
ing thus  the  exact  weight  of  evexy  pack,  tliere  can  be  no 
embezzlement ;  and  at  the  portages  there  is  no  time  wasted 
in  allotting  to  each  man  his  load,  eveiy  one  being  obliged  to 
carry  so  many  packs. 

At  the  Grand  Portage,  and  along  that  immense  chain  of 
lakes  and  rivers,  which  extend  beyond  Lake  Superior,  the 
company  has  regular  posts,  where  the  agents  reside;  and 
with  such  astonishing  enterprize  and  industry  have  the  a£Eun 
of  this  company  been  carried  on,  that  trading  posts  are  estSr 
blished  within  five  hundred  miles  of  the  Pacific  Ocean* 

In  the  first  attempt  which  Mr.  M'Kenzie  made  to  pene- 
trate to  the  ocean,  he  set  out  early  in  the  spring  from  the  19- 
motest  of  the  posts  belonging  to  the  company.  He  took 
with  him  a  single  canoe,  and  a  party  of  chosen  men ;  and 
after  passing  over  prodigious  tracts  of  land,  never  before 
traversed  by  any  white  person,  at  last  came  to  a  large  rivei; 
Here  the  canoe,  which  was  carried  by  the  men  on  their 
shoulders,  was  launched,  and  having  all  embarked,  they 
proceeded  down  the  stream*  From  the  course  this  river 
took  for  a  very  gi*eat  distance,  Mr.  M'Kenzie  was  led  to 
imagine  that  it  was  one  of  those  rivers  he  was  in  quest  of; 
namely,  one  which  emptied  itself  into  the  Pacific  Ocean; 
but  at  the  end  of  several  weeks,  during  which  they  had 
worked  their  way  downward  with  great  eagerness,  he  was 
convinced,  from  the  gradual  inclination  of  the  river  towards 
another  quarter^  that  he  must  have  been  mistaken ;  and  that 
it  was  one  of  those  immense  rivers,  so  numerous  on  the  con- 
tinent of  North  America,  that  ran  into  Baffin's  Bay,  or  the 
Arctic  Ocean. 

The  paity  was  now  in  a  very  critical  situation;  the  sei^ 
son  was  far  advanced,  and  the  length  of  way  which  they 
had  to  return  was  prodigious.  If  they  attempted  to  go  back, 
and  were  overtaken  by  winter,  they  must  in  all  probability 
perish  for  want  of  provisions  in  an  uninhabited  country.;  if, 
on  the  contany,  they  made  up  their  minds  to  spend  tb^  winter 
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where  the^  were,  they  bad  no  time  to  lose  in  buildiunr 
hutfl.  and  going  out  to  hunt  and  fish,  that  they  might  have 
Bofficient  stores  to  support  them  through  that  dreary  season. 
Mr.  M^Kenzie  represented  the  matter,  in  the  most  open 
terms,  to  his  men,  and  left  it  to  themselves  to  determine  the 
part  they  would  take.  The  men  were  for  going  back  at  all 
hazards ;  and  the  result  was,  that  they  reached  their  friends 
in  safety.  The  difficulties  they  had  to  contend  with,  and 
the  exertions  they  made  in  returning,  were  almost  surpass- 
ing behef. 

In  the  second  expedition  entered  upon  by  Mr.  M^Kenzie, 
and  which  succeeded  to  his  wishes,  he  set  out  in  the  same 
manner,  well  provided  with  several  different  things,  which 
he  found  the  want  of  in  the  first  expedition.  He  was  ex- 
tremely well  furnished  this  time  with  astronomical  instru- 
ments, and  in  particular  with  a  good  time^pieoe,  that  he 
procuied  from  London.  He  took  a  course  somewhat  different 
from  tiie  first,  and  passed  through  many  nations  of  Indians 
who  had  never  before  seen  the  face  of  a  white  man,  amongst 
some  of  whom  he  was  for  a  time  in  imminent  danger ;  but 
he  founa  means  at  last  to  conciliate  their  good  will.  From 
some  of  these  Indians  he  learned,  that  there  was  a  ridge  of 
mountains  at  a  little  distance,  beyond  which  the  rivers  all 
Tan  in  a  western  direction.  Having  engaged  some  of  them 
therefore  for  guides,  he  proceeded  according  to  their  direc- 
tions until  he  came  to  the  mountains,  and  after  ascending 
them  with  prodigious  labour,  found,  to  his  g^eat  satisfaction, 
that  the  account  the  Indians  had  given  was  true,  and  that 
the  rivers  on  the  opposite  side  did  indeed  all  run  to  the 
west.  He  followed  the  course  of  one  of  them,  and  finally 
came  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  not  far  from  Nootka  Sound. 

Here  he  wa^  given  to  understand  by  the  natives,  and  their 
account  was  confirmed  by  the  sight  of  some  little  articles 
they  had  amongst  them,  that  an  English  vessel  had  quitted 
die  coast  only  six  weeks  before.  This  was  a  great  morti6- 
oadon  to  Mr.  M^Ke nzie,  for  had  there  been  a  ship  on  the 
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eoasty  he  would  most  gladly  have  embarked  in  it  rather  than 
encounter  the  same  difficulties^  and  be  exposed  to  the  same 
perils,  which  he  had  experienced  in  getting  there ;  however 
there  was  no  alternative ;  he  set  out  after  a  short  time  on 
his  journey  back  again,  and  having  found  his  canoe  qmte 
safe  under  some  bushes,  near  the  head  of  the  nver,  where 
he  had  hid  it,  together  with  some  provisions,  lest  on  going 
down  to  the  coast  the  natives  might  have  proved  unfiriendly, 
and  have  cut  off  his  retreat  by  seizing  upon  it,  he  finally 
arrived  at  one  of  tiie  trading  posts  in  security. 

Many  other  individuals  belonging  to  the  North-west 
Company,  before  Mr.  M^Kenzie  set  out,  penetrated  £Eur  into 
the  country  in  different  directions,  and  much  beyond  what 
any  person  had  done  before  them,  in  order  to  establish  posts. 
In  some  of  these  excursions  they  fell  in  with  the  agents  of 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  who  were  also  extending  their 
posts  from  another  quarter:  this  unexpected  meeting  be* 
tween  the  two  companies,  at  one  time  gave  rise  to  some  very 
unpleasant  altercations,  and  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company 
threatened  the  other  with  an  inunediate  prosecution  for  an 
infringement  of  its  charter. 

By  its  charter,  it  seems,  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  wM 
allowed  the  exclusive  privilege  of  trading  to  the  Bay,  and 
along  all  the  rivers  and  waters  connected  with  iU  This 
charter,  however  was  granted  at  a  time  when  the  northern 
parts  of  the  continent  were  much  less  known  than  they  are 
now,  for  to  have  the  exclusive  trade  along  all  the  wsters 
connected  witii  Hudson's  Bay  was,  literally  speaking,  to  have 
the  exclusive  trade  of  the  greater  part  of  the  continent  of 
North  America^  Hudson's  Bay,  by  a  variety  of  rivers  and 
lakes,  is  closely  connected  with  Lake  Superior,  and  from 
that  chain  of  lakes  of  which  Lake  Superior  is  one,  there  is 
a  water  communication  throughout  all  Canada,  and  a  very 
great  part  of  the  United  States ;  powever,  when  the  agents 
of  the  North-west  Company  were  fixing  trading  posts  upon 
some  rivers  which  ran  immediately  into  Hudson's  Bay,  it 
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aftAoubtodly  appeared  to  be  an  infringement  of  the  diarter^ 
a|id  eo  indeed  i%  mwt  strictly  have  been»  Ivad  not  the  Hud- 
4W'i  Bay  CoinpaQy  itaeU  infringed  its  own  charter  in  the 
fiiat  uiataBC09  at  at  least  neglected  to  eomply  with  all  the 
Imputations  contained  therein.  A  clause  seema  to  hare 
hee9  in  the  charter,  which,  at  tho  same  time  that  it  granted 
IQ  the  company  the  exclnaive  privilege  of  trading  to  Hud- 
son's Bay»  and  along  all  the  waters  connected  with  itj  bound 
it  to  erect  a  new  post  twelve  miles  farther  to  the  westward 
every  year,  otherwise  the  charter  was  to  become  void.  This 
had  not  been  dcme;  the  North-west  Company  therefore 
tnsled  perfectly  easy  about  the  menaces  of  a  prosecution^ 
satisfiefd  that  the  other  company  did  not  in  fact  legally  pos* 
sees  those  privileiges  to  which  it  laid  claim 

Xbe  Hudaon*s  Bay  Company^  though  it  threatened, 
wmer  indeed  attempted  to  put  its  threats  into  execution, 
well  knowing  the  weakness  of  its  oause»  but  continued, 
neverthdess,  to  watch  the  motions  of  its  rival  with  a  nu>st 
jealous  eye}  and  as  in  extending  their  respective  trades, 
(he  posts  of  the  two  companies  were  approximating  nearer 
and  nearer  to  each  other  every  year,  there  was  great  reason 
to  imagine  that  their  differences,  instead  of  abating,  would 
become  still  greater  than  they  were,  and  finally,  pevhapsi 
lead  to  consequences  of  the  most  serious  nature.  A  circum- 
stanoe,  however,  unexpectedly  took  place,  at  a  time  when 
the  greatest  eemity  subsisted  between  the  parties,  which 
happily  reconciled  them  to  each  other,  and  terminated  all 
their  disputes^ 

A  very  powerful  nation  of  Indians,  called  the  Assiniboins, 
who  inhabit  an  extended  tract  of  country  to  the  south-west 
nf  Jjake  Winnipeg,  conceivim^  that  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany bad  encroached  unreasonably  upon  their  territories^ 
and  had  otherwise  maltreated  a  part  of  their  tribe,  formed 
a  resolution  of  instantly  destroying  a  post  established  by 
that  company  in  their  neighbourhoad.  A  large  body  of  them 
9P0A  eoUeelad  tngetber,  and  bvetthing  the  fieipest  cries; 


TO  tHB  FOLAH  SMA*'  84f 

df  v6V6Dg^  nuurCMd  iiiiip6fc<si?6d  tad  lUlluijpiUMd  d^  tto 
ptt^againit  whom  tkefar  expedidoti  wad  {dMAgdi  itD  Widilir 
a  short  distaiifse  from  didr  poBt  HeM  dMy  b«ll»d  Mewdfaiif 
fodoMom,  mdtiog  cmlj  for  n  ftmwmblo  taofnent  lo  tmmoir 
apM  Adr  prey.  Smio  of  thb  agental  of  d»  Nimli.ivM» 
Company)  hofrerer,  who  were  scattered  aboat  this  paiC  of 
the  oootitry,  fortimately  got  ItitelligoiicO  of  cbeir  A&tigOm 
they  knew  the  weakneM  of  the  plaoO  about  to  be  amdked^ 
and  forgettbg  the  riraUhip  subftiflling  betweon  thniy  and 
thinUn;  only  hoir  to  save  their  coiuitrymeiiy  they  hobmedf- 
ately  dispatdbed  a  moftenger  to  giire  die  par^  notiee  of 
the  assaidt  meditated ;  they  at  the  same  time  leat  anodier 
meesenger  to  one  of  their  own  posts^  deeii^  that  inatalilf 
succour  might  be  Bent  to  that  beknghig  to  the  Hodaon^e  Bay 
Company,  which  the  Indians  were  aboot  to  pltmder.  The 
detachment  arrived  before  the  attack  eoiomenced,  and  tfao 
Indians  were  repulsed ;  but  had  it  not  been  for  the  timely 
assistance  their  rivals  had  afforded,  the  Hudson's  Bay  peoplo 
were  folly  persuaded  that  they  must  hare  fallen  Tiotims  So 
the  fury  of  the  Indians. 

This  signal  piece  of  service  was  not  ondettaloed  or  flNv 
gotten  by  those  who  had  been  saved ;  and  as  the  Korfh-HMl 
Company  was  so  much  stronger,  and  on  sO  mtich  bMMf 
terms  with  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  eonntff  tfatt 
its  rivals,  it  now  evidendy  appeared  to  be  the  faiterest  of  thO 
latter  to  have  their  posts  established  as  near  its  own  atf  pda^ 
sible.  This  is  accordingly  done  for  their  mutual  safety,  onril 
the  two  companies  are  now  on  the  most  friendly  termi^  aaa^ 
continue  to  cany  on  their  trade  close  to  each  other* 

About  two  thousand  men  are  employed  by  the  Norfli-'WM 
Cbmpany  in  their  posts  in  the  tipper  eomitry«  lliote  iHM 
■re  stationed  at  the  remote  trading  posts  lead  a  vmf  HMtngH^ 
life, but  little  better  indeed  than  that  of  Indians:  somd'of 
them  remain  far  up  in  die  eotmtry  for  four  or  five  yMife 
togeihet.  The  head  elerk  or  principal  ag«at  fjiabemOf 
marrieaan  Indmn  giA^  the daughiar of  fone  OBUneiki  cMA 
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by  which  he  gains  in  a  peculiar  manner  the  affections  of  the. 
whde  tribe,  a  matter  of  great  importance.  These  marriages, 
as  may  be  supposed,  are  not  considered  as  very  binding  by 
the  husband;  but  that  is  nothing  in  the  opinion  of  an  Indiai^ 
chief,  who  readily  influences  his  sister  or  daughter  to  the 
match. 

Besides  the  furs  and  pelts  conveyed  down  to  Montreal 
from  the  north-western  parts  of  the  continent,  by  means  of 
Ifao  Utawas  Biver,  there  are  larger  quantities  also  brought 
there  across  the  lakes,  and  down  the  River  St.  Lawrence. 
These  are  collected  at  the  various  towns  and  posts  along  the 
Lakes  Huron,  Erie,  and  Ontario,  where  the  trade  is  open  to 
all  parties,  the  several  posts  being  protected  by  regular 
troops,  at  the  expense  of  the  government.  Added  likewise 
to  what  are  thus  collected  by  the  agents  of  the  company,  and 
€t  private  merchants,  there  are  considerable  quantities 
brought  down  to  Montreal  for  sale  by  traders,  on  their  own 
account  Some  of  these  trailers  come  from  parts  as  remote 
as  the  Illinois  Country,  bordering  on  the  Mississippi.  They 
ascend  the  Mississippi  as  far  as  Onisconsing  River,  and  from 
that  by  a  portage  of  three  miles  get  upon  Fox  River,  which 
blls  into  Lake  Michigan.  In  the  fall  of  the  year  these  two 
/fivers  overflow,  and  it  is  then  sometimes  practicable  to  pass 
m  a  light  canoe  from  one  river  to  the  other,  without  any 
portage  whatsoever.  From  Lake  Michigan  they  get  upon 
Lake  Huron,  afterwards  upon  Lake  Erie,  and  so  on  to  the 
St.  Lawrence.  Before  the  month  of  September  is  over,  the 
furs  are  all  brought  down  to  Montreal ;  as  they  arrive  they 
are  immediately  shipped,  and  the  vessels  dispatched  in  Oc- 
tober, beyond  which  month  it  would  be  dangerous  for  them 
to  remain  in  the  river  on  account  of  the  setting  in  of  winter. 

The  Indians  generally  go  in  large  parties  to  hunt  bears, 
and  on  coming  to  the  place  where  they  suppose  these  animals 
are  lurking,  they  form  themselves  into  a  large  circle,  and  as 
they  advance  endeavour  to  rouse  them.  Dc^s  of  a  large 
fize  aie  chosen  for  bear-hunting ;  those  most  genially,  pre* 


TO  THE  POLAR  8KA.  S49 

ferred  seem  to  be  of  a  breed  between  the  blood-hound  and  th# 
mastiiF;  they  will  follow  the  seent  of  the  bear,  as  indeed 
most  field  dogs  will>  but  their  chief  use  is  to  keep  the  bear 
at  bay  when  wounded,  or  to  follow  him  if  he  attempt  to  make 
off  whilst  the  hunter  is  reloading  his  gnn«  Bears  will  never 
attempt  to  attack  a  man  or  a  dog  while  they  can  make  their 
escape,  but  once  wounded,  or  closely  hemmed  in,  they  will 
fight  most  furiously.  The  young  ones,  at  sight  of  a  dog, 
generally  take  to  a  tree ;  but  the  old  ones,  as  if  conscious  of 
their  ability  to  fight  a  dog,  and  at  the  same  time  that  they 
cannot  fail  of  becoming  the  prey  of  the  hunter  if  they  asoend 
a  tree,  never  do  so,  unless  indeed  they  see  a  hunter  coming 
towards  them  on  horseback^  a  sight  which  terrifies  tfa^n 
greatly.  ^'  It  is  seldom  that  the  white  hunters  muster  together 
in  sufficient  numbers  to  piu-sue  their  game  as  the  Indians, 
says  a  writer  who  accompanied  a  hunting  party,  but  when* 
ever  they  have  men  enough  to  divide  themselves  so,  they 
always  do  it  We  proceeded  in  this  manner  at  Point  Abineau, 
where  three  or  four  men  are  amply  sufficient  to  hem  in  a 
bear  between  the  water  and  the  main  land.  The  point  was 
a  very  favourable  place  for  hunting  this  year,  for  the  bears, 
intent  upon  emigrating  to  the  south,  used,  on  coming  down 
from  the  upper  country,  to  advance  to  the  extreme  end  of 
the  point,  as  if  desirous  of  getting  as  near  as  possible  by  land 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  lake,  and  scarcely  a  morning  came 
but  what  one  or  two  of  them  were  found  upon  it  An  ex- 
perienced hunter  can  at  once  discern  the  track  of  a  bear, 
deer,  or  any  other  large  animal,  in  the  woods,  and  can  tell 
with  no  small  degree  of  precision  how  long  a  time  before  it 
was  that  the  animal  passed  that  way.  On  coming  to  a  long 
valley,  between  two  of  the  sand  hills  on  the  point,  a  place 
through  which  the  bears  generally  passed  in  going  towards 
the  water,  the  hunters  whom  I  accompanied  at  once  told 
liow  many  bears  had  come  dovm  from  the  upper  country  the 
preceding  night,  and  also  how  many  of  them  were  cubs.  To 
the  cje  of  a  common  observer  the  track  of  these  animals 
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aiiMmgst  (be  leaves  is  wholly  imperceptible;  indeed,  in  maAf 
instances,  even  after  the  tranters  had  pointed  them  out  to 
me,  I  could  barely  perceive  the  prints  at  their  feet  on  the 
closest  inspection;  yet  the  hnnters,  on  condng  np  to  the 
place,  saw  these  marks  with  a  glance  of  the  eye» 

After  killing  a  bear,  the  first  care  of  the  hunters  is  to  strip 
him  of  his  skin.  This  business  is  performed  by  them  in  a 
very  few  minutes,  as  they  always  carry  knives  about  them 
particularly  suited  for  the  purpose ;  afterwards  the  carcase  is 
cut  up,  an  operation  in  which  the  tomahawk,  an  instrument 
that  they  mostly  carry  with  them  also,  is  particularly  useful. 
The  choicest  parts  of  the  animal  are  then  selected  and  carried 
home,  and  the  rest  left  in  the  woods.  These  Indians  hold 
the  paws  of  the  bear  in  great  estimation ;  stewed  with  young 
puppies,  they  are  served  up  at  all  their  principal  feasts.  On 
killing  the  animal,  the  paws  are  gashed  with  a  knife,  and 
afterwards  hung  over  a  fire,  amidst  the  smoke,  to  dry.  The 
skins  of  the  bears  are  applied  to  ntunberless  uses,  in  the 
country,  by  the  farmers,  who  set  no  small  value  upon  them. 
They  are  commonly  cured  by  being  spread  upon  a  wall  or 
between  two  trees,  before  the  sun,  and  in  that  position 
scraped  with  a  knife,  or  piece  of  iron,  daily,  which  brings 
out  the  grease  or  oil,  a  very  considerable  quantity  of  which 
ooises  from  them.  Racoon  and  deer  skins.  See.  are  cured  in 
a  similar  manner.  The  Indians  have  a  method  of  dressing 
these  different  skins  with  the  hair  on,  and  of  rendering  them 
at  the  same  time  as  pliable  as  a  piece  of  cloth ;  this  is  prin* 
cipally  effected  by  rubbing  the  skins  with  the  hand,  in  the 
smoke  of  a  wood  fire. 

Lake  Erie  is  of  an  elliptical  form ;  in  length  about  thred 
hundred  miles,  and  in  breadth,  at  the  widest  part  about 
ninety.  The  depth  of  water  in  this  lake  is  not  more  than 
twenty  fathoms,  and  in  calm  weather  vessels  may  securely 
Tide  at  anchor  in  any  part  of  it ;  but  when  stormy,  the  aiH 
chorage  in  an  open  part  of  the  lake  is  not  safe,  the  sen^  at 
bottom  not  being  £mi>  and  die  andion  ikpt  thetefez^  to  losa 
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tntix  jbpld.  Whenever  there  is  a  gale  of  wind  the  walevs 
immediately  become  turbidi  owing  to  the  quantitj  of  jeUow 
sand  that  is  washed  op  irom  the  bottom  of  the  lake  |  in  oahpoi 
weather  the  water  is  dear^  and  of  a  deep  greeniab  eolour. 
llie  northern  shore  of  the  lake  is  very  rockji  as  likewise 
are  the  shores  of  the  islands,  of  which  there  are  sevo^  ohis- 
ters  towards  the  western  extremity  of  the  lake  |  but  along 
most  parts  of  the  southern  shore  is  a  fine  gravelly  beach. 
The  height  of  the  land  bordering  on  the  lake  is  very  unequal; 
in  some  places  long  ranges  of  steep  mountains  rise  irom  the 
very  edge  of  the  water  j  in  others  the  shores  are  so  flat  an4 
so  lowt  that  when  the  lake  is  raised  a  Uttle  above  its  usual 
level)  in  consequence  of  a  strong  gale  of  wind  setting  in 
towards  the  shore,  the  countiy  is  deluged  for  miles.*' 

A  young  gentleman^  who  was  sent  in  a  bateau  with  dis« 
patches  across  the  lake,  not  long  previous  to  the  writing  this 
account^  perished,  with  sevei*al  of  his  party,  owing  to  an 
inundation  of  this  sort  that  tuok  place  on  a  low  part  of  the 
shore.  It  must  here  be  observed,  that  when  you  navigate 
the  lake  in  a  bateau,  it  is  customary  to  keep  as  close  as  pos- 
sible to  the  land ;  and  when  there  is  any  danger  of  a  storm, 
you  run  the  vessel  on  shore,  which  may  be  done  with  safetj^ 
as  the  bottom  of  it  is  perfectly  flat.  The  young  gentleman 
alluded  to  was  coasting  along,  when  a  violent  storm  suddenly 
arose.  The  bateau  was  instantaneously  turned  towards  the 
shore;  unfbrtunalelyt  however,  in  ranning  her  upon^.Jtbe 
beach  some  mismanagement  took  place,  and  she  o^Met* 
The  waves  had  already  begun  to  break  in  upon  the  shore  with 
prodigious  impetuosity  ;  each  one  of  them  rolled  £Buther  in 
than  the  preceding  one;  the  party  took  alarm,  and  instead  of 
making  as  strenuous  exertions  as  it  was  supposed  they  might 
have  made,  to  right  the  bateau,  they  took  a  few  necessaries 
out  of  her,  and  attempted  to  save  themselves  by  flight ;  butso 
rapidly  did  the  water  flow  after  them,  in  consequence  of  tfaa 
increasuEig  storm,  that  before  they  could  proceed  far  enougli 
up  the  eoontiy  to  gain  a  place  of  safety^  they  were  all  ovei<* 
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wbelmed  by  it,  two  alone  excepted,  who  had  the  presence  of 
mind-  and  ability  to  climb  a  lofty  tree.  To  the  very  gpreat 
inegularity  of  the  height  of  the  lands  on  both  sides  of  it,  is 
attributed  the  frequency  of  stonns  on  Lake  Erie.  The  shores 
of  Lake  Ontario  are  lowex  and  more  uniform  than  those  of 
any  of  the  other  lakes ;  and  that  lake  is  the  most  tranquil  of 
any,  as  has  already  been  noticed. 

There  is  a  great  deficiency  of  good  harbours  along  the 
shores  of  this  Lake*  On  its  northern  side  there  are  but  two 
places  which  afford  shditer  to  vessels  drawing  more  than  seven 
feet  water,  namely  Long  Point  and  Point  Abineau ;  and  these 
only  afford  a  partial  slielter.  If  the  wind  should  shift  to  the 
southward  whilst  vessels  happen  to  be  lying  under  them,  they 
are  thereby  exposed  to  all  the  dangers  of  a  rocky  lee  shore. 
On  the  southern  shore,  the  first  harbour  you  come  to  in  going 
from  Fort  Erie,  is  that  of  Presqu*  Isle.  Vessels  drawing  eight 
feet  water  may  there  ride  in  perfect  safety ;  but  it  is  a  matter 
of  no  small  difficulty  to  get  into  the  harbour,  owing  to  a  long 
sand  bar  which  extends  across  the  mouth  of  it  Presqu*  Isle 
is  situated  at  the  distance  of  about  sixty  miles  from  Fort  Erie. 
Beyond  this,  nearly  midway  between  the  eastern  and  western 
extremities  of  the  lake,  there  is  another  harbour,  capable  of 
containing  small  vessels,  at  the  mouth  of  Cayahega  River, 
and  another  at  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  River,  which  falls 
into  the  lake  within  the  north  and  western  territory  of  the 
States.  It  is  very  seldom  that  any  of  these  harbours  are 
made  use  of  by  the  British  ships ;  they,  indeed,  trade  almost 
solely  between  Fort  Erie  and  Detroit  River :  and  when  in 
prosecuting  their  voyages  they  chance  to  meet  with  contrary 
winds,  against  which  they  cannot  make  head,  they  for  the 
most  part  return  to  Fort  Erie,  if  bound  to  Detroit  River ; 
or  to  some  of  the  bays  amidst  the  clusters  of  islands  situated 
towards  the  western  territory  of  the  lake.  It  very  often  hap- 
pens that  vesssels,  even  after  they  have  got  close  under  these 
islands,  the  nearest  of  which  is  not  less  than  two  hundred 
and  fbrty  miles  from  Fort  Erie,  are  driven  back  by  storms 
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tbe  whole  way  to  that  fort,  and  it  is  not  without  very  great 
difficulty  that  they  ean  keiB^  their  station.  It  is  seldom  that 
vessels  boimd  firom  Fort  Erie  to  any  place  on  Detroit  River, 
aocompHsh  their  voyage  without  stopping  amongst  these 
'islands;  for  the  sMxe  wind  fevt^orable  for  carrying  them 
from  the  eastern  to  tihe  western  extremity  of  the  lake  will 
not  waft  them  up  t^e  river.  Ilie  river  runs  nearly  in  a  south- 
west direction ;  its  current  is  very  strong ;  and  unless  the 
wind  UbWs^  fi^h,  and  nearly  in  the  opposite  direction  to  it, 
you  cannot  proceed,  l?he  navigation  of  Lake  Eile  in  general 
is  very  uncertain ;  and  passengers  that  cross  it  in  any  of  the 
king's  or  principal  merchant  vessds,  are  not  only  eaffed  upon 
to  pay  double  the  sum  for  their  passage,  demanded  for  that 
across  Lake  Ontario,  but  anchoinge  money  besides,  that  is,  a 
certain  sum  per  diem  as  long  as  the  vessel  remains  wind 
bound  in  anchor  at  any  harbour.  The  anchorage  money  is 
about  three  dollars  per  day  for  each  cabin  passenger. 

The  islands  at  the  western  end  of  the  lake,  which  are  of 
various  sizes,  lie  very  close  to  each  other,  and  the  scenery 
amongst  them  is  very  pleasing.  The  largest  of  them  are  not 
more  than  fouiteen  miles  in  circumference,  and  many  would 
scarcely  be  found  to  admeasure  as  many  yards  round.  They 
are  aU  covered  with  wood  of  some  kind  or  other,  even  to  the 
very  smallest^  The  larger  islands  produce  a  variety  of  fine 
timber,  amongst  which  are  found  oaks,  hiccory  trees,  and  red 
cedars^;  the  latter  gn>w  to  a  much  larger  size  than  in  any 
part  of  the  neigfabotuing  country,  and  they  are  sent  for  even 
from  tiie  British  setdements  on  Detroit  River,  forty  miles 
distant.  None  of  theise  idands  are  much  elevated  above  the 
lake,  nor  are  they  diversified  with  any  rising  grounds ;  most 
tit  them,  indeed,  are  as  flat  as'  if  they  hcCd  heet  overflowed 
with  water,  and  in  the  mte^  parts  of  some  of  the  largest 
of  them  there  are  ejttensivfe  ponds  and  marshes.  The  fine 
timber  which  these  islitnds  produce,  indicates  that  the  soil 
must  be  uncommonly  fertile.    Here  ard  found  in  great  num- 
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bers,  amongst  the  woods,  racoons  and  squirrels ;  bears  vm 
also  at  times  found  upon  some  of  the  islands  during  the 
winter  season,  when  the  lake  is  frozen  between  the  main 
land  and  the  islands ;  but  they  do  not  remain  oontinuall j,  as 
the  other  animals  do.  All  the  islands  are  dreadfully  infested 
with  serpents,  and  on  some  of  them  rattlesnakes  are  so  nu- 
merous, that  in  the  height  of  summer  it  is  really  dangerous 
to  land. 

There  are  two  kinds  of  rattlesnakes  found  in  this  part  of 
the  country,-— one  of  these  rattlesnakes  is  <^  a  deep  brown 
colour,  clouded  with  yellow,  and  is  seldom  met  with  more 
than  thirty  inches  in.  length.  It  usually  frequents  marshes 
and  low  meadows,  where  it  does  great  mischief  amongst 
cattle,  which  it  bites  mostly  in  the  lipa  as  they  are  grazing 
The  other  sort  is  of  a  gpreenish  yellow  colour,  clouded  with 
brown,  and  attains  nearly  twice  the  size  of  the  other.  It  is 
most  commonly  found  between  three  and  four  feet  in  length, 
and  as  thick  as  the  wrist  of  a  large  man.  The  rattlesnake  is 
much  thicker  in  proportion  to  its  length  than  any  other 
snake,  and  it  is  thickest  in  the  middle  of  the  body,  which  ap« 
proaches  somewhat  to  a  triangular  form,  the  belly  being  flat, 
and  the  back  bone  rising  higher  than  any  other  part  of  the 
animal.  The  rattle  with  which  this  serpent  is  provided,  is 
at  the  end  of  the  tail ;  it  is  usually  about  half  an  inch  in 
breadth,  one  quarter  of  an  inch  in  thickness,  and  each  joint 
about  half  an  inch  long.  The  joint  consists  of  a  number  of 
little  cases  of  a  dry  homy  substance,  inclosed  one  within 
another,  and  not  only  the  outermost  ci  these  little  cases  ar- 
ticulates with  the  outermost  case  of  the  contiguous  joint,  but 
each  case,  even  to  the  smallest  one  of  all,  at  the  inside,  is 
connected  by  a  sort  of  joint  with  the  corresponding  case  in 
the  next  joint  of  the  rattle.  The  little  cases  or  shells  lie 
very  loosely  within  one  another,  and  the  noise  proceeds  from 
their  dry  and  hard  coats  striking  one  against  the  other.  It 
is  said  that  the  animal  gains  a  beak  joint  in  its  vaittle  eveiy 
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year ;  this,  however,  is  doubted,  for  the  largest  snakes  aft 
frequeotly  found  to  have  the  fewest  jdnts  to  their  ratdes. 

A  medical  gentleman  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Newmarket, 
behind  the  Blue  Mountains  in  Virginia,  had  a  rattle  in  Ma 
pooaesnion,  which  contained  no  less  than  thir^-two  joints; 
yet  the  snake  from  which  it  was  taken  scarcely  adm^umred 
five  feet ;  rattlesnakes,  however,  of  the  same  kind,  and  in 
the  same  part  of  the  country,  have  been  found  of  a  greater 
length  with  not  more  than  ten  rattles.  One  of  these  snakes, 
killed  on  Bass  Island,  in  Lake  Erie,  had  no  more  than  four 
joints  in  its  rattle,  and  yet  was  nearly  four  feet  loi^« 

The  skin  of  the  rattlesnake,  wiien  the  animal  is  wounded* 
or  otherwise  enraged,  ^diibits  a  variety  of  beautiful  tints, 
never  seen  at  any  other  time.  It  is  not  with  the  teeth  which 
the  rattlesnake  uses  (or  ordinary  purposes  that  it  strikes  its 
enemy,  but  with  two  long  crooked  fangs  in  the  upper  jaw, 
which  point  down  the  throat.  When  about  to  use  these 
fangs,  it  rears  itself  up  aa  much  as  possible,  throws  back  its 
head,  drops  its  under  jaw,  and  springing  forward  upon  its 
tail,  endeavours  to  hook  itself  as  it  were  upon  its  enemy 
In  order  to  raise  itself  on  its  tail,  it  coils  itself  up  previously 
in  a  spiral  line,  with  the  head  in  the  middle.  It  cannot  spring 
farther  forward  than  about  half  its  own  length. 

The  flesh  of  the  rattlesnake  is  as  white  as  the  most  delicate 
fifib,  and  is  much  esteemed  by  those  who  are  not  prevented 
from  tasting  it  by  (nrejudicc.  The  soup  made  from  it  is  said 
to  be  delicious,  and  very  nourishing. 

The  exuvifls  of  these  snakes,  is  in  the  opinion  of  the 
country  people  ot  Upper  Canada,  very  efficacious  in  the  cure 
of  the  rheumatism,  when  laid  over  the  part  afflicted,  and 
fastened  down  with  a  bandage.  The  body  ot  the  rattlesnake 
dried  to  a  cinder  over  the  fire,  and  then  finely  pulverisedf 
and  infused  in  a  certain  portion  of  brandy,  is  also  said  to  be 
a  never  failmg  remedy  against  that  disorder.  The  liquor  is 
taken  inwardly,  in  tbe.quantily  of  a  wine  f^Bm  fiill  at  cnotp 
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tbout  three  tioies  a  dajr.  No  e£fect,  more  iban  irom  taking 
plain  brandy,  is  perceived  from  taking  &m  med&^ine  on  the 
first  daVf  but  at  the  end  of  the  second  day  the  body  of  the 
jpalient  becomes  soffused  with  a  cold  sweat,  every  one  of  his 
joints  grow  painful,  and  his  limbs  become  feeble,  and  scaiedy 
aiUe  to  suppcMt  him ;  he  grows  worse  and  worse  for  a  day  or 
two ;  but  persevering  in  the  use  of  the  medicine  for  a  few 
days,  he  gradually  loses  his  pains,  and  reeoven  his  wonted 
strength  of  body. 

Many  different  kinds  of  serpents  besides  rattlesnakes  are 
found  on  these  islands  in  Lake  Erie.  Mr.  Carver  tells  of  a 
serpent  that  is  peculiar  to  these  islands,  called  tiie  hissing 
snake :  **  It  is,**  says  he,  ^  of  the  small  speckled  kind,  and 
about  eighteen  inches  long.  When  any  thiqg  approaches  it, 
it  flattens  itself  in  a  moment,  and  its  spots,  which  are  of 
various  dyes,  become  visibly  brighter  through  rage ;  at  the 
same  time  it  blows  from  its  mouth  with  great  force  a  subtile 
wind  that  is  reported  to  be  of  a  nauseous  smell,  and  if  drawn 
in  with  the  breath  of  the  unwary  traveller,  will  infallibly 
b^ng  on  a  decline,  that  in  a  few  months  must  prove  mortal, 
t}iere  being  no  remedy  yet  discovered  which  can  counteract 
its  baneful  influence.**  Were  a  traveller  to  believe  all  the 
stories  respecting  snakes  that  are  current  in  the  country,  he 
must  believe  that  there  is  such  a  snake  as  the  whip  snake, 
which,  it  is  said,  pursues  cattle  through  the  woods  and  mea- 
dows, lashing  them  with  its  tail,  till  overcome  with  the 
fatigue  of  running  they  drop  breathless  to  the  ground,  when 
it  preys  upon  their  flesh ;  he  must  also  believe  that  there  is 
such  a  snake  as  the  hoop  snake,  which  has  the  power  of  fix- 
ing its  tail  firmly  in  a  ceitain  cavity  inside  of  its  mouth,  and 
of  rolling  itself  forward  like  a  hoop  or  wheel,  with  such  won- 
derful velocity  that  neither  man  nor  beast  can  possibly  escape 
from  its  devounng  jaws. 

JThe  ponds  and  marshes  in  the  interior  parts  of  these 
Uaads  abound  with  ducks  and  other  wild  fowl,  and  die  shores 


TO  TUK   POLAA   6£A.  S57 

■warm  wiibgulb.  A  fiE^wsmaU  birds  are  found  in  the  woods; 
none  amongst  tbem  are  remarkaUe  either  for  their  song  or 
plumage* 

On  the  east  side  of  Detroit  Ba?er  is  the  town  of  Maldeo, 
where  there  are  extensive  ranges  of  stor^housesi  for  the  re- 
eeption  of  presents  yearly  made  by  the  British  goverBment 
to  the  Indians  in  this  part  of  the  country,  in  which  several 
clerks  are  kept  constantly  employed.  The  following  account 
is  given  by  one  engaged  on  the  occasion,  A  number  of 
chiefs  of  different  tribes  assembled  at  the  place  ai^inted  by 
the  head  of  the  department  in  this  quarter,  and  gave  each 
a  bundle  of  little  bits  of  cedar  wood,  about  the  thickness  of 
a  small  pocket  book  pencil,  to  remind  him  of  the  exact  num* 
ber  of  individuals  in  each  tribe  that  expected  to  share  the 
bounty  of  their  great  Father,  The  sticks  in  these  bundles 
were  of  different  lengths,  the  longest  denoted  the  number  of 
warriors  in  the  tribe,  the  next  in  size  the  number  of  women, 
and  the  smallest  the  number  of  children.  On  receiving  them 
he  handed  them  over  to  his  clerks,  who  made  a  memorandum 
in  their  books  of  the  contents  of  each  bundle,  and  of  the 
persons  that  gave  them,  in  order  to  prepare  the  presents  ac- 
cordingly. The  day  fixed  upon  for  the  delivery  of  the  pre- 
sents was  bright  and  fair,  and  being  in  every  respect  favour* 
able  for  the  purpose,  the  clerks  began  to  make  the  necessary 
arrangements  accordingly. 

A  number  of  large  stakes  were  first  fixed  down  in  different 
parts  of  the  lawn,  to  each  of  which  was  attached  a  label,  with 
the  name  of  the  tribe,  and  the  number  of  persons  in  it  who 
were  to  be  provided  for ;  then  were  brought  out  (vom  the 
stores  several  bales  of  thick  blankets,  of  blue,  scarlet,  and 
brown  doth,  and  of  coarse  figured  cottons,  together  with 
large  roUa  of  tobacco,  guns,  flints,  powder,  balls,  shot,  case- 
knives,  ivory  and  horn  combs,  looking-glasses,  (Mpe-toma- 
hawks,  hatchets,  scissars,  needke^  vennillion  in  bags,  coppei 
and  irott  po%i  and  lettles,  the  whole  valued  at  about  5001; 
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Sterling.  The  bales  of  goods  being  opened,  ike  blankets, 
doths,  and  cottons,  were  cut  into  small  pieces,  each  8u£Scient 
CO  make  for  one  person  a  wrapper,  shirt,  a  pair  of  leggings, 
or  wnatever  dse  it  was  intended  for;  and  the  portions  of  the 
different  artides  intended  for  each  tribe  were  thrown  together 
in  a  heap»  at  the  bottom  of  the  stake  whidi  bore  its  name. 
This  business  ioc^  up  sereral  hours,  as  there  were  no  less 
than  four  hundred  and  twenty  Indians  to  be  senrei  No 
liquor,  nor  any  silver  ornaments,  except  to  favourite  chiefs 
in  private,  are  ever  given  on  the  part  of  government  to  the 
Indians,  notwithstanding  they  are  so  fond  of  bodi ;  and  a 
trader  who  attempts  to  give  these  articles  to  them  in  ex- 
change for  the  presents  they  have  received  from  government, 
or,  indeed,  who  takes  from  them  on  any  conditi<ms,  their 
presents,  is  liable  to  a  very  heavy  pmialty  for  every  such  act, 
by  the  laws  of  the  province* 

The  presents  having  been  all  prepared,  the  chiefs  were 
ordered  to  assemble  their  warriors,  who  were  loitering  about 
the  grounds  at  the  outade  of  the  lawn«  In  a  few  minutes 
they  all  came,  and  having  been  drawn  up  in  a  large  circle, 
a  speech  was  made  on  the  occasion,  without  which  ceremony 
no  business,  according  to  Indian  custom,  is  ever  transacted. 
In  this  they  are  told,  ^'  that  tlieir  great  and  good  Father,  who 
lived  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  big  lake  (meaning  thereby 
the  king)  was  ever  attentive  to  the  happiness  of  all  his  faith- 
ful people ;  and  that,  with  his  accustomed  bounty,  he  had 
sent  the  guns,  the  hatchets,  and  the  ammunition  for  the  young 
men,  and  the  clothing  for  the  aged,  women,  and  children ; 
that  he  hoped  the  young  men  would  have  no  occasion  to 
employ  their  weapons  in  fighting  against  enemies,  but  merely 
in  hunting ;  and  that  he  recommended  it  to  them  to  be  at- 
tentive  to  the  old,  and  to  share  bountifully  with  them  what 
they  gained  by  the  chase ;  that  he  trusted  the  great  spirit 
would  give  them  bright  suns  and  dear  skies,  and  a  favourable 
season  for  huntin(|p ;  and  that  when  another  year  shoold  pass 
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ofer»  if  he  contmued  to  find  then  good  difldiea,  heivMU 
sot  iafl  to  lenew  his  boimties,  hj  sendhig  them  n^^ 
from  ACBOM  the  big  Uke. 
I  Thift  epeech  w>s  deUvewd  ia  KngtiAi  but  intequeteii'al* 
mdedf  who  xepeated  it  to  the  diflerent  tribes  in  their  io» 
spectiTO  langnsges^  pamgxapli  hj  psngnv^  ^^  th»  end  ol 
Ofeiy  one  of  whidi  the  Indians  signified  their  sstisfsetion  hf 
» load  coagse  exclftmation  of  **  Hoah  i  Hoehl**  Thespeedt 
ended,  the  chiefs  woe  called  finrwaxdy  and  their  sevenil 
heaps  were  shewn  to  diem»  and  connmtted  to  their  eaio» 
Xhey'zeoeiTed  them  with  thanks,  and  beckoning  to  theft 
warriors,  a  number  of  young  men  qaieUy  started  fitom  tfatt 
crowd,  and  in  less  than  three  minnles  die  piesenls  were  eeiH 
▼eyed  fiom  the  lawn,  and  laden  on  board  theeanoes  in  wait* 
ing  to  convey  them  away.  The  utmost  xegnhurity  and  pro- 
priety was  manifested  on  this  occasion  in  the  behavioor  of 
e? ery  Indian ;  there  was  not  the  smallest  wrangling  amongst 
them  about  their  piesents;  nor  was  the  least  spaik  of  jea- 
lousy observable  in  any  one  tribe  about  what  the  other  had 
received;  each  one  took  up  the  heap  allotted  to  it,  and  de^ 
parted  without  speaking  a  word. 

The  presents  deUvered  to  the  Indians,  together  with  the 
salaries  of  the  officers  in  the  Indian  department,  are  com- 
puted to  cost  the  crown  about  100,000l.  sterling,  on  an  aver* 
age,  per  annum.  When  we  first  gained  possession  of  Canada, 
the  expence  of  the  presenta  was  much  greater,  as  the  Indians 
were  then  more  numeions,  and  as  it  was  also  found  necessary 
to  bestow  upon  them,  individually,  much  laiger  presents  tlum 
are  now  given,  in  order  to  ovevoome  die  violent  ptejudices 
which  had  been  instillad  into  their  aunds  by  the  Fkenbb* 
These  prejudices  having  Imfsfoif  been  removed,  and  the  ut-^ 
most  hannony  having  been  established  between  them  and  Ai^ 
people  on  the  finrntiers,  presents  of  a  less  value  even  than 
what  are  now  distiibated  amongst  them,  would  perhaps  be 
fraud  snfiicaenl  to  hnsp  19  Aw  good  «ndersl«ndfaig  which  nd^^ 
subsists :  it  could  not,  however,  be  deemed  a  very 
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ijQMtfwe  to  caiudl  diem,  as  long  as  a  possibility  remained  that 
dMt  lose  of  their  friendship  mc^t  he  incaiied  tkerebyr 
]^  Acceptable  presents  are  generally  finmd  cAsacimv  momn 
ffliatiDg  the aAoclioas  sf  any  andviliaasd a«tiBii|  iwf  Mave 
rery  gpeat  infliiBnre  Of«r  the  minds  of  die  ladiaiis;  bof  Co 
conciliate  their  affections  to  the  Qtmost,  pieswis*  atase^  am 
not  sufficient ;  you  must  appear  to  luM^dieiv  iateiest»M  bctart 
in  every  respect ;  you  must  associatn  mdi  them ;  yott  muit 
tieat  diem  as  men  that  are  yoor  eqoab^  and  in  some  mea* 
sure,  even  adopt  their  native  mannew> 

In  general,  the  akin  of  the  Indians  is  of  a  copper  eost^  bat 
a  most  wondeilid  difference  of  colour  is  obeervabte  amongst 
diem;  some,  ia  whose  veins  there  is  no^ieatfon  to  think  that 
any  odier  thaa  Indian  Ubod  flows^  not  having  daiker  eoa». 
plexions  than,  nalivao  of  die  south  of  FraBoe  or  of*  Spaing 
whilst  others,  oui  die  contrao^,  are  neiorly  as  black  as  negroes^ 
Many  persons,  whose  long  residenee  maangst  the  fiidians 
ought  to  have  made  them  competeit  judges  of  the  matter^ 
have  been  of  opinion,  that  their  natural^  colour  does  not  vary 
from  oura ;  and  that  die  darkness  of  their  eomplexion  arises 
wholly  from  their  anointiDg  themaelvea  so:  frequendy  with 
unctuous  substances,  and  from  their  exposing  diemselves  so 
much  to  die  smoke*.  Bat  altbougti'  it  is*  certain  that  they 
think  a  dark  complexion  very  beoening ;  that  they  take  great 
pains  from  their  earliest  age  to  aoquire  suoh  an  one;  and  that 
many  of  them  do,  in  proossB<  of  dme^  contrive*  to  vary  their 
original  colour  very  considerably';  althongh  it  ia  certain  like- 
wise, that  when  first  bomi  their  oolow-  differs  butlitde  from 
ours ;  yet  it  appears  evident'  to  me^thait  the  greater  part  of 
them  are  indebted  for  dieir  difleient;  h«es>to  natnve  afeneu 
The  writer  has  been,  induced^  toilbnv  tida  opiaiMi  fitmr  th« 
consideration,  that  those  chihiwnr;  whioii:  aae  boiav  of  pak^ 
rents  of  a.  dark  colour  am:  almost:  nmveaaally  of  die  aame; 
dark  cast  as  those  from  whom  they)  sprang..  Nekig,  that  ia* 
the  Litde  Ottex^  an  OtXamugidmi  ot^  fftoA^nctonatfj  wheao» 
village  is  on  Detroit  Biver^  haa-a.  complexion  that  dMhw 
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but  Fuk  from  dial  of  aq  Afiricaiiy  and  hitlittkbofl,  who  ara 
the  yfTj  image  of  the  fstther,  are  just  aa  black  aa  himtdE 
With  legKtd  to  Indiaii  dnldfen  heinf^  white  on  dieir  fini 
ooming  into  the  world,  it  ongbt  by  no  meana  lobe  eondndid 
jfrom  thenoet  that  tliqr  would  lemain  so  if  their  mothera  did 
not  bedaab  them  with  gieaaey  faeibs»  &c.  aa  it  ia  wdl  known 
that  negro  children  are  not  perfectly  black  when  bom,  nor 
indeed  for  many  months  afterwards,  but  that  they  acquin^ 
Aeir  jetty  hue  gradoaUy,  on  being  exposed  to  the  air  and 
smi,  jnst  aa  in  the  vegetable  wodd  the  tender  blade,  on 
first  peeping  above  gnmnd,  tnms  from  a  white  to  a  pale 
greeniah  cokar,  and  afterwards  to  deeper  green. 

Thoi^  the  Mississagois,  who  live  about  Lake  Ontario^ 
are  of  a  mnch  daricer  cast  than  any  other  tribe  of  Indians, 
yet  the  diflbrent  shades  of  complexion  observable  amongst 
the  Indians  are  not  so  mnch  confined  to  particular  tribes  aa 
to  particular  familiefl ;  for  even  amongst  the  Mississaguia 
several  men  were  comparatively  of  a  very  light  colour.  The 
Creeks,  Cherokees,  and  other  southern  Indians,  have  a  red- 
der tinge,  and  more  warmth  of  colouring  in  it  than  that  ol 
the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  lakes. 

Amongst  the  female  Indians'  in  general,  there  is  a  mucbi 
greater  sameness  of  cdour  than  amongst  the  men.  The  In. 
dians  universally  have  long,  straight,  black,  coarse  hair,  anil 
black  eyea,  rather  small  than  full  sised ;  th^  have,  in  generslt 
also,  hi^  prominent  cheek  bonea,  and  sharp  small  nosea^ 
rather  inclining  to  an  aquiline  shape;  they  have  good  teedif 
and  their  breath,  in  general,  is  aa  sweet  as  that  of  a  humatf 
being  can  be.  The  men  are  for  the  most  part  very  welt 
made,  it  is  a  most  rare  ciieumstanoe  to  meet  widr  a  deformed 
pewm  amongst  thm;  they  are  remarkabty  atraight,  haw 
full  open  chests,  their  walk  is  firm  and  eree^  and  manf 
amongst  them  have  leaDy  a  dignified  deportment.  Yeryfaw: 
of  them  are  under  the  middle  stature,  and  none  of  tbeoi  ever 
beoone  very  let  or  eotimient.  You  may  eceasimially  ase^ 
anm^  theea  aloal  rbbost  ment  doasly  pot  tqpsdMr,  but  in 
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general  ibffwae  but  gUghdynade.  Th^legSi  anUf  aad 
liftndiy  kp6  for  Ae  most  parti  extiemely  well  shaped ;  and 
verj  man  J  amongst  tbem  would  be  deemed  handsome  men 
in  any  conntrf  in  the  w«>rld. 

Hie  women)  on  the  contrary,  are  mostly  tinder  the  middle 
size,  and  have  higher  cheek  bones,  and  roondet  faees  than 
the  men.  They  have  very  nngraceful  carriages ;  walk  with 
their  toes  tamed  considerably  inwards,  and  widi  a  shuffling 
gait ;  and  as  they  advance  in  years  they  grow  remarkably 
fiit  and  coarse.  An  Indian  woman  at  the  age  of  thirty, 
her  eyeH  are  sank,  her  forehead  wrinUed,  her  skin  loose  and 
shrivelled,  and  her  whole  person,  in  short,  forbidding ;  yetf 
when  young,  their  faces  and  persons  are  really  pleasing,  not 
to  say  sometimes  very  captivating.  One  could  haidly 
imagine,  without  witnessing  it,  that  a  few  years  could  pos- 
sibly make,  such  an  alteration  as  it  does  in  their  persons. 
This  sudden  change  is  chiefly  owing  to  the  drudgery  im* 
tN)sed  on  them  by  the  men  after  a  certain  age ;  to  their  ex* 
posing  themselves  so  much  to  the  baming  rays  of  the  sun ; 
sitting  so  continually  in  the  smoke  of  wood  fires;  and, 
above  all,  to  the  general  custom  of  prostituting  themselves 
at  a  very  eady  age. 

Though  the  Indians  are  proftisely  furnished  with  hair  on 
iheir  heads,  yet  on  none  of  the  other  parts  of  the  body,  usually 
covered  with  it,  is  the  smallest  sign  of  hair  visible,  except, 
indeed,  on  the  chins  of  old  men,  where  a  few  slender  strag* 
l^g  hairs  are  sometimes  seen,  not  diflferent  from  what  may 
hs  occasionally  seen  on  wk>men  of  a  certain  age  in  Europe. 
Many  persons  have  suppose  that  the  Indiana  have  been 
oraated  withoaf  hair  on  these  parts  of  the  body  where  it 
appears  wanting;  others,  &Dt  the  contrary,  are  of  opinioUf 
that  natore  has  not  been  less  boontiftit  to  Aem  than  to  u% 
alid  that  this  apparent  deficiency  of  hair  is  wholly  owing^to  . 
their  plucking  it  out  themsdves  by  he  roots,  as  soon  as  it 
appears  above  the  skin.  It  is  well  kn^mn,  indeed,  thM  die 
bdians httvea  gieat  dislike  to  hair,  and  Aat  audi  of  the 
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pluck  it  not  aidy  from  llnir  «f».btmi%  !■<  ijfH  liitim  hil 
aba  from  evciy  pait  of  tiki]ieaid#a«i|il»i]Mii^tioft4^ 
part  of  the  exowtoywlwie.  they  leaftmiloufloefci'''^  -'*''' 

To  idiiek  oiit  ibeir  .haii^  aU  iMiAu M^^lMire  «]q^ 
widi  die  taden  muke  me  of  :a  .pliahte  jfrottviftmeJ^W 
flattenod  biMi.wink  Iliw  lotttniiieiit  .k  doedy  iqp^^ 
in  iu  open  altfle^  to  dlie  iui&oo  o£  tlw>body  where  the  heir 
gfowsy  it  le  then  ooppiAwed  by  the  fiagev  end  dHimb^m 
greek  number  of  ]laira  ate  qaiigfat  el  diie^betie^ 
efoltttwis  qf  die  irifeit and  bjr  aifqddea  tmleh  diey^u^eBi 
diawir^ouft'  by:  the  loots. ;  Ab  oU  eqaaw,  with  one  ofoAeii 
inatnnMitift  w|iuld  deprive  yoU  oC  yoiu  beanl  ia  a  wm$*tim 
yiinnte«i  and  a  flight  ai^lkataoii  of  the  woimi  fiwo^  09 'lime 
times  IB  the  year,  would  be  enffieieint  lo.Jmp.ymir  ^obia 
smooth  eiF€Br  aftoffwaids.  A  very  great  number  of  thi  while 
people^  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Maiden  and  Detroit,  ffom 
havii^  sobmitted  to  this  operation,  appeal  at  first  si^Laa 
little  indebted  to  nature  for  beacda  as  the  Indians.  Zhe 
operation  is  painful,  but  it  is  soon  orer,  and  when  oneeon* 
ttders  how  much  time  and  trouble  is  saved,  and  easegnhmd 
by  it  in  the  end,  it  is  only  surprising  that  more  people  do  Ml 
summon  up  resolution,  and  patiently  submit  to  it*        /  * 

The  long.  lock  of  hair  on  the  top  offlii^  head,  with  dm 
slda  on  whieh  it;  grows,  constitutes  the  tme  eodp;  and  ia 
scalping  a  f0mm  dut  has  a  full  head  of  hair,  aa  eaperi* 
enoed  warrior  pi^er  tliiiiks  of  .taking  off  more  of  the  skhi 
than  a  bit  of  about  the  sizfe  of  a  eiown  piaoe,  fiom  diepesl 
of  the  head  where  this  loid^  is.  usually  left.  They  omamsai 
this  solitary  lock  of  hair  with  beads»  silver  trinketi^  Ac*  aad 
on  grand  oeeasioas  with  feathers.  The  wevMa  da^aol 
pluck  any  of  the  hair  Irotfaeff  their  heads»  and  pride  dismip- 
selves  vridi  having  it  as  kmg  as  posriUe»  They  cmamevigr 
wear  u  needy  plaited  up  behind,  and  divided  in  front  ill  tHe 
nnddle  (tf. . lite,  foadiMd..:  Whan  they  wish  to  appear  fivsv 
than  usual,  thcfy  paint  the  smaU  part  of  the  akia^whieiiai^ 


fiMP.iMt^li^  iepimttoii^  ci  tiie  bair ^  wilh  «  strenk  oi  fw- 
lifliaA ;  :.¥r]im  oindy^doMi  it  looks  extremely  weil/aiMl  i&mk 
iknyk9ai|ig,MOln8t  lo  die  jetty  blacfc  of  their  hair*. 
:  Xhe  IndienSt  who  haTe  any  dealiage  with  tbe  Englkii 
er' Ammnoan  .tradefS,  «iid  all  of  them  have  that  fire  m  the 
Mighboorhood  of  the  great  bkes  at  the  iiortb*weBt,  h»r» 
totally  hud  aaide  the.  nse  of  fan  aiid  ddiia  in  dieir  chess,  ex^ 
eept  for  their  shoes  or  mocoasiiis,  and  sometimes  fer  their 
leggings,  as  tliey  find  they  can .  exchange  them  to  adrantage 
fat  MantetH  and  woollen  ebths,  Ace  wfaidi  they  consider 
Hkewiseas  tmseh  moie  agieeahle  and  eommofions  materiab 
for  wearing  appaieL  The  moeoasin  is  made  of  the  skin  iof 
die  deer,  elk,  or  buffalo,  whidi  is  oommonly  cbeswd  without 
the  hair,  and  rendeied  of  a  deep  brown  eokwr  by  being  ex-^ 
|Miaed  to  the  smoke  of  Ji  wood  fire.  It  b  feemed  of  a  single 
jnece  of  leather,  with  a  seam  from  the  top  to  the  inst^,  and 
anodier  behind,  similar  to  that  in  a  common  shoe ;  by  means 
of «  dioi^,  it  is  fistftened  round  the  instep.  Just  tmder  the 
anfcle«bone,  and  is  thus  made  to  sit  very  closely  to  the  foot. 
Sound  that  part  where  the  foot  is  put  in,  a  flap  of  the  depth 
of  an  indi  or  two  is  left,  which  hangs  loosely  down  over  the 
stting  by  which  die  moccasin  is  fiistened ;  and  this  flap,  as 
also  the  seam,  are  tastefully  ornamented  with  porcupine 
qnOls  and  beads;  die  flap  is  edged  with  tin  or  copper  tags 
filled  with  scarlet  hair,  if  the  moccasin  be  intended  for  a 
iMm,  and  with  ribbands  if  fi>r  a  woman.  An  ornamental 
moocasin  of  diis  sort  is  only  worn  in  dress,  as  the  ornaments 
ate  expensive  and  the  leather  soon  wean  out ;  one  of  plain 
leather  answen  for  ordinary  tise.  Many  of  the  white  people 
on  the  IndiaiK  frontiere  wear  this  kind  of  shoe,  but  a  person 
not  acoostomed  to  walk  in  it,  or  to  walk  barefoot,  cannot' 
wear  it  abroad  on  a  rough  road  without  great  incenvenieacei 
aa««rexy  nnevenness  of  surfSftce  is  fdt  throngh  the  leathen 
which  issoft  and  pliable:  in  a  house  it  is  the  most  agre^- 
abler  sort  of  dioe  that  can  be  isn(pned}  the  Indians  wear  it 
unirersally. 
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Abofe  the  Bitfccaiiii  all  the  IndiAittr  wentmbm  aitPMlM 
kggiogfi  whidi  leach  from  ihe  insl^  10  Ae  tftidAe  iff '^ 
chigli.  Xhej  aie  oomiiKndy  made  of  bhe  or  !B6ari0t  di^ 
and  aie  foimed  so  aa  to  sit  cloae  tor  the  Vmim,  lOie  tbomi)- 
dem  pantaloons ;  but  the  edges  of  the  doth*  anneaed  to- the 
aBam>  instead  of  being  tamed  In,  aie  left  on  the  oauMe, 
and  aze  ornamented  wiib  beads,  ribbands,  8cOi  ifbem  Uie 
leggmgs  aze  intended  fiir  diess.^  Hanyof  Ae  yonng  \nah 
nqm  aie  so  desiroua  that  their  l^fgings  shooU  fit  -diem 
neat^9  diat  th^  make  die  squaws,,  who  mie  the  tailors^jmd 
zeaUj  very  good  onesy  sow  them  tight  on  thenr  BnAi^ :  i» 
tfiat  they  cannot  be  taken  off^  and  they  oontpiue  la  wear 
them  eonstantly  till  they  are  xedneed  to  mgs.  Thelsgi^ngk 
are  kept  up  by  means  of  two  brings,  one  oor  the. outside. of 
each  thigh,  which  are  &Btened  to  a  third,  that  is  tied  round 
the  waist 

They  also  wear  round  the  waist  another  string,  from 
which  are  suspended  two  little  aprons,  somewhat  more  than 
a  foot  square,  one  hanging  down  before  and  the  other  bei» 
hind,  and  under  these  a  piece  of  cloth,  drawn  close  up  to 
the '  body  between  the  legs,  forming  a  sort  of  truss.  The 
aprons  and  this  piece  of  doth,  which  are  all  fastened  togor 
ther,  are  called  the  breech  cloth.  The  utmost  ingenuity  of 
the  squaws  is  exerted  in  adorning  the  little  aprons  with 
beads,  ribbands,  &e. 

The  moocarins,  l^igings,  and  breech  doth  oonstitate  the 
whole  of  the  dress  whidi  they  wear  when  they  enter  upon  a 
campaign,  except  indeed  it  be  a  girdle,  from  which  hangs 
their  tobacco  pooch  and  scalping  knife,  &c. ;  nor  do  diey 
wear  any  thing  more  when  the  weather  is  very  warm ;  but 
when  it  is  cool,  or  when  they  dress  themsdves  to  Tisit  their 
friends,  they  put  on  a  short  shirt,  loose  at  the  neck  and 
wrists,  generally  made  of  coarse  figured  cotton  or  caUco.  of 
some  gandy  pattern,  not  milike  what  would  be  used  tat 
wuidow  or  bed  curtains  at  a  common  mn  in  Englaadft   Omr 
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dm  difrt  ibey  wesr  ddier  a  blanket  or  a  laiK»  piecd  of  tiioad 
dbth,  or  dae  a  looie  odat  made  sdmewhal  iritaiilar  to  it 
eommon  riding  firoek;  a  blanket  is  more  cotaimonl j  won 
than  any  thing  else.  Thej  tie  one  end  of  it  vmtA  their 
walet  with  a  giidle,  and  then  drawing  it  over  their  BhoaMera, 
rither  fasten  it  aekoss  thdr  breasts  with  a  skeweri  or'  hold 
the  eomers  of  it  together  in  the  left  hand.  One  wonld 
imagine,  that  this  last  mode  of  wearing  it  ooold  not  bat  be 
Ughl J  ineonvenient  to  tbem,  as  it  must  deprive  them  in  a 
great  measoie  of  the  nse  of  i  one  hand ;  yet  it  is  the  mode  in 
which  it  is  commonly  worn,  even  when  they  aie  shooting  in 
the  woods ;  they  generally^  however  keep  the  right  arm  dis- 
engaged  when  they  carry  a  gun,  and  draw  the  blanket  ofor 
the  left  shoulder. 

Ibe  dress  of  the  women  differs  but  very  little  from  that 
of  the  men.  They  wear  moccasins,  leggings,  and  loose 
short  shirts,  and  like  them  they  throw  over  .their  shoulders, 
occasionally,  a  blanket  or  piece  of  broad  cloth,  but  most 
generally  the  latter;  they  do  not  tie  it  round  their  wsdst 
however,  but  suffer  it  to  bang  down  so  as  to  hide  their  legs; 
instead  also  of  the  breech  cloth,  they  wear  a  piece  of  doth 
folded  closely  round  their  middle,  which  reaches  from  the 
waist  to  the  knees.  Dark  blue  or  green  cloths  in  general 
are  preferred  to  those  of  any  other  colour;  a  few  of  the  men 
are  fond  of  wearing  scarlet 

The  women  in  warm  weather  appear  in  the  villages  with^- 
out  any  other  covering  above  their  waists  than  these  shirts, 
or  shifbs,  as  they  may  be  called,  though  they  differ  in  no 
respect  from  the  shirts  of  the  men ;  they  usually,  however, 
fasten  them  with  a  brooch  round  the  neck.  In  full  dress 
they  also  appear  in  these  shirts,  but  then  they  are  covered 
entirely  over  with  silver  brooches,, about  the  sise  of  a  six* 
penny  piece.  In  full  dress  they  likewise  fasten  pieces  of 
ribbands  of  various  colours  to  their  hair  behind,  which  are 
anHiered  to  hang  down  to  their  very  heels.    A  yomig  squaw. 
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that  has  been  a  &vourite  with  the  men,  wilx  come  forth  at  a 

■ 

danee  with  upwards  of  five  guineas  worth  of  ribbands  stream- 
ing from  her  hair. 

On  their  wrists  the  women  wear  sflver  bracelets  when 
they  can  procure  them ;  they  also  wear  mivet  ear-rings ; 
the  latter  are  in  general  of  a  very  small  size ;  but  it  is  not 
merely  one  pair  which  they  wear»  but  severaL  To  admit 
them,  they  bore  a  number  of  holes  in  their  ears,  sometimes 
entirely^  round  the  edges.  The  men  wear  ear-rings  like- 
wiscy  but  of  a  sort  totally  different  from  those  worn  by  the 
women;  they  mostly 'oonaist  of  round  flat  thin  pieces  of 
silver,  about  the  siae  of  a  dollar,  perforated  with  holes  in 
different  patterns;  otheis,  however,  equally  large^  are  made 
in  a  triangular  form.  Some  of  the  tribes  are  very  select  ia 
the  choice  of  the  pattern,  and  will  not  wear  any  but  the  one 
sort  of  pendants.  Instead  of  boring  their  ears,  the  men  slit 
them  along  the  outward  edge  from  top  to  bottom,  and  as 

■ 

soon  as  the  gash  is  healed,  hang  heavy  weights  to  them  in 
order  to  stretch  the  rim  thus  separated  as  low  down  as  pos- 
sible. Some  of  them  are  so  successful  in  this  operation, 
that  they  contrive  to  draw  the  rims  of  the  ears  in  form  of  a 
bow,  down  to  their  very  shoulders,  and  their  large  ear-rings 
hang  dangling  on  their  breasts.  To  prevent  the  rim  ihus 
extended  from  breaking,  they  bind  it  with  brass  wire ;  how- 
ever, there  is  not  one  in  six  that  has  his  ears  perfect ;  the 
least  touch,  indeed,  is  sufficient  to  break  the  fkin,  and  it 
would  be  wonderfql  if  they  were  able  lo  preserve  it  entire, 
engaged  so  often  as  they  are  i|i  drunken  quarrels,  and  so 
often  liable  to  be  entangled  in  thickets  whilst  pursuing  their 

game* 

Some  of  the  ipe^  wear  pendants  in  their  noses,  but  these 
are  not  BO  comnK)n  i^  ear*ringa»  The  chiefii  and  principal 
warriers  wear  breast-plates,  omsisting  of  laige  pieces  of 
silver,  Efitk  shells,  or  the  l|ka»  Silver  gorgets,  such  as  axa 
osqaUy  worB  by.  oQcc;^9  pMs^  A^in  extremely^  and  w 

hyf^mi^  nlbii^  ^j  we  ^»  oiA  awmgn  oAer  vnmMk 
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on  tbe  part  of  govenunmit*  Another  scnrt  of  ntnaiiieiil  it 
likewise  worn  by  the  meni  consisting  of  a  large  silver  dasp 
or  bracelety  to  which  is  attached  a  bunch  of  hair  dyed  of  a 
scarlet  colonr,  usually  taken  from  the  knee  of  abuflUo.  This 
is  worn  on  tbe  narrow  part  of  the  arm  above  the  elbow,  and 
it  is  deemed  very  ornamental,  and  also  a  badge  of  honour, 
for  no  person  wears  it  Aat  has  not  distinguished  himself  in 
the  field.  Silver  ornaments  are  universaUy  preferred  to  those 
of  any  other  metaL 

The  Indians  not  only  paint  themselves  when  they  go  to 
war,  but  likewiM  when  they  wish  to  appear  full  dressed 
Bed  and  black  are  their  favourite  colours,  and  they  daab 
themselves  in  the  most  fantastic  manner.  Some  have  their 
lu^es  entirely  covered  with  black,  except  a  round  spot  in 
the  centre,  which  includes  the  uppei  lip  and  end  of  the 
nose,  which  is  painted  red ;  others  again,  have  their  heads 
entirely  black,  except  a  large  red  round  spot  on  each  ear ; 
others  with  one  eye  black  and  the  other  red,  &c. ;  but  the 
most  common  style  of  painting  is,  to  black  their  faces 
entirely  over  with  charcoal,  and  then  wetting  their  nails, 
to  draw  parallel  undulating  lines  on  their  cheeks.  They  ge- 
oerally  carry  a  little  looking  glass  about  them  to  enable  them 
to  dispose  of  their  colours  judiciously.  When  they  go  to  war 
they  rub  in  the  paint  with  grease,  and  are  much  more  parti- 
cular about  their  appearance,  which  they  study  to  render  as 
horrible  as  possible ;  they  Aen  cover  their  whole  body  with 
red,  white,  and  black  pahit,  and  aeem  more  like  devils  than 
human  beings.  Different  tribes  have  different  methods  of 
painting  themselves. 

Though  the  Indians  spend  so  much  of  their  tune  in  adorn* 
ing  thw  persons,  yet  they  take  no  pains  to  ornament  their 
habitatbns,  which  fiir  the  most  part  are  wretched  indeed. 
Some  of  them  are  fonned  of  logs,  but  the  greater  part  air 
of  a  moveable  nature,  and  formed  of  bark.  The  baik  of  tfie 
bireh  tree  is  deemed  prefersble  to  eftary  other  sorty  aM 
wheva  it  is  to  be  had  is  always  made  use  of  |  but  in  ddi  varl 


TO  TH£  POLAR  SKA  "169 

ptlh^iq/^mMT not: bdag  often  met  witib^  tbo bMliiif  Ite  idtn 
tvee^.nsed  in  its  stead*  XM  tnctiansiate  v^ry  experf-in 
.«tiip|>iqg  it  from  a  tsoe;  and  freqnfiBtly  take  the  entiie  iMurk 
.^m  off  the  trunk  in  one  piece.  The  d^detons  of  tlieir 
.Jbut^.OfdoiiUt  of  dender  poles»  and  on  them  die  bark  is  fas- 
lemd  with  strips  of  the  tough  rind  of  some  young  tree :  this, 
if  fixondf  provea  a  yery  effectual  defienoe  against  tfio  weather. 
}X1)§  huts  are  built  in  various  forms;  some  of  th^ca  have 
walls  on  CFeiy  side,  doors,  and  also  a  chimney  in  the  mid& 
of. the  roof;  others  are  open  on  one  side,  and  are  nothing 
bettec.than  sheds.  When  built  in  this  last  style,  four  of 
|hem.  iMf  epmrnonly  placed  together^  so  as  to  form  a  qna- 
dnng^  with  the  open  parts  towaxds  the  inside^  and  a  Sm 
pommon  to  them  aU  is  kindled  in  the  middle.  In  fine  w^a- 
Ijber  these  huts  are  agreeable  dwellings  i  but  in  the  depth  of 
winter  they  must  be  dreadfully  uncomfortable.  Others  of 
their  huts  are  built  in  a  conical  shape.  Many  of  the  Indian 
|iations  have  no  permanent  place  of  residence,  but  move 
about  fiom  one  spot  to  another,  and  in  the  hunting  season 
they  all  have  moveable  encampments,  which  last  are  in 
gi^eral  very  rude,  and  insufficient  to  give  them  even  toler- 
able shelter  &om  a  fall  of  rain  or  snow.  The  hunting  sea*- 
son  commences  on  the  &11  of  the  leaf,  and  continues  till  the 
snow  dissolves. 

In  the  depth  of  winter,  when  the  snow  is  frozen  on  tho 
ground,  they  form  their  hunting  sheds  of  the  anew  itself; 
a  few  twigs  platted  together  being  simply  jdaeed  overhead 
to  prevent  the  snow,  which  forms  the  roof»  from  falling 
dovi-n.  These  snowy  habitations  are  much  more  comfort- 
aUe  and  wanner  in  the  winter  time  thai)  any  others  that  can 
be  erected,  as  they. effectually  screen  you  from  the  keen 
piercing  blasts,  of  the  wind,  and  a  bed  of  snow  ia  £«  from 
being  uncomfortable. 

The  utensila  in  an  Indian  hut  ajee  rerf  few ;  one  or  two 
brass. or. :iron  kettles  procured  from  t  e  tra«^efB,or»  if  ih€(y 
Uvj9  jq^anove4  ^m  them»  pots  formed  of  stone»  tog^tbec  with 
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n  few  wooden  spoons  and  dishes  made  bjr  themselyes»  eon* 
stitute  in  general  the  whole  of  them.    A  slono  of  a  reiy  soft 
textare,  caUed  the  soap  stone,  is  rerj  oommonlj  fbtmd  in 
the  back  parts  of -North  America,  particnlailj  suited  ibr  Li* 
dian  woikmanship.    It  reeeires  its  name  from  appearing  to 
the  touch  as  soft  and  smooth  as  a  bit  of  soap;  and  indeed  it 
may  be  cut  with  a  knife  almost  equallj  easjr.    Jn  Yiiginia 
they  use  it  powdered  for  the  boxes  of  their  wheeh  instead  of 
grease.    Soft,  however,  as  is  this  stone,  it  wiH  resist  fire 
equally  with  iron.    The  soap  stone  is  of  a  dore  colour 
others,  nearly  of  the  same  quality,  are  found  in  the  countiy 
of  a  black  and  red  colour,  which  are  still  commonly  used  by 
the  Indians  for  the  bowls  of  their  pipes. 

The  bark  canoes,  which  the  Indians  use  in  this  part  of 
the  country,  aro  by  no  means  so  neatly  formed  as  diose 
made  in  the  country  upon  and  to  the  north  of  the  Rirer  St. 
Lawrence ;  they  aro  commonly  formed  of  one  entiro  piece 
of  elm  bark,  taken  from  the  trunk  of  the  tree,  which  is  bound 
on  ribs  formed  of  slender  rods  of  tough  wood.  Ihero  aro 
no  ribs,  however,  at  the  ends  of  these  canoes,  but  merely  at 
the  middle  part,  whero  alone  it  is  that  passengers  ever  sit. 
It  is  only  the  centro,  indeed,  which  rosts  upon  the  water ; 
the  ends  aro  generally  raised  some  feet  above  the  surface, 
the  canoes  being  of  a  curved  form.  They  bring  them  into 
this  shape  by  cutting,  nearly  midway  between  the  stem  and 
stem,  two  deep  slits,  one  on  each  side,  in  the  back,  and  by 
lapping  the  disjointed  edges  one  over  the  other.  No  pains 
aro  taken  to  make  the  ends  of  the  canoes  water  tight,  since 
they  never  touch  the  water. 

On  first  inspection  you  would  imagine,  from  its  miserable 
appearance,  that  an  elm  bark  canoe,  thus  constructed,  was 
not  calculated  to  carry  even  a  single  person  safely  across  ai 
smooth  piece  of  water ;  it  is  nevertheless  a  remarkable  safi) 
sort  of  boat,  and  the  Indians  will  rosolutely  embark  in  one 
of  them  during  very  rough  weather.  They  aro  so  light  Aat 
Aey  ride  securoly  over  every  wave,  and  the  only  precantloB 
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oeoeMatj  in  navigating  them  is  to  ait  steady.  A  doeen  peo- 
ple wiU  go  secoiely  in  one,  which  might  be  easily  oanied  b^ 
a  single  able»bodied  man.  When  an  Indian  takes  his  fiurailj 
to  any  distance  in  a  canoe,  the  women,  the  giirls,  and  loys|* 
are  furnished  each  with  a  paddle,  and  are  kepi  busily  at 
work;  the  fietther  ct  the  £unily  gives  himself  no  trouble  but 
in  fleering  the  vessel 

The  Indians  that  are  connected  with  the  traders  have 
now,  very  generally,  laid  aside  bows  and  arrows,  and  seldom 
take  them  idIo  their  Uands^  except  it  be  to  amuse  themselves 
for  a  &w  hours,  when  they  have  expended  their  powdcor  and 
shot;  their  boys,  however«  still  use  them  universally,  and 
some  of  them  shoot  with  wonderfiil  dexterity.  A  youi^ 
Shawnese  chief,  not  more  than  tea,  years  old,  fixed  three 
arrows  running  in  the  body  of  a  small  black  squirrel,  on  the 
top  of  a  very  small  tree,  and  he  scarcely  missed  half  a 
dozen  times  in  a  day.  It  is  astonishing  to  see  with  what 
accuracy,  and  at  the  same  time  with  what  readiness,  they 
mark  the  spot  where  their  arrows  fall.  They  will  shoot 
%waj  a  dozen  arrows  or  more,  seemingly  quite  careless 
about  what  becomes  of  them,  and  as  inattentive  to  the  spot 
where  they  fedl  as  if  they  never  expected  to  find  them  again, 
yet  afterwards  they  will  run  and  pick  them  every  one  up 
without  hesitation.  The  southern  Indians  are  much  more 
expert  at  the  use  of  the  bow  than  those  near  the  lakes,  as 
they  make  much  greater  use  of  it. 

The  expertness  of  the  Indians  in  thiowing  the  Unnahawk 
is  well  known.  At  the  distance  of  ten  yards  they  will  fix 
the  sharp  edge  of  it  in  an  object  nearly  to  a  certainty.  They 
are  not  fond  of  letting  it  out  of  their  bands  in  action,  and 
they  never  attempt  to  throw  it  but  when  they  are  on  the 
point  of  overtaking  a  flying  foe,  or  are  certain  of  recovering 
it.  Some  of  them  will  fasten  a  string  the  length  of  a  few 
feel  to  the  tomahawk^  and  will  launch  it  forth,  and  draw  it 
back  agsm  into  (beir  hand  with  gvsal  dexterity ;  ibey  will 
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93m  pMoy  tlie  Umiflt  or  euts  of  a  •wind  with  (he  lonnhawk 
TflEf  daxleniodji 

r  7!bi^  ^ffnimoh  tomahawk  fa  nothing  smoi^  (hm  a  light 
batcliett  but  the  most  approved  sont  has  aa  die  back  part  of 
the  halLah^  and  connected  with  it  in  one  piece,  the  bowl  of 
a  pipet  6Q  thai  when  tiie  handle  k  perlbrfttedt  the  tmnahawk 
answers  every  purpose  of  a  pipe ;  the  Indians  indeed  are 
fo^r  of  smoaking  out  of  a  (ooDinhawk  tittik  outttf  any  other 
90ft  of  pipe.  That  formerly  given  to  the  Indians  by  the 
Flinch  tmdeiBi  instead  of  a  pipe,  hada  kige  spike  on  the 
back  part  of  the  hatchet;  very  lew  of  these  instruments  are 
aojw  to.be  found  amongst  them.  The  tomahawk  is  commonly 
worn  by.  the  left  side^atuck  in  a  belt  For  the  favourite 
ohiefS)  very  ekgant  pipe  tomahawkS)  inlaid  with  silver,  are 
manufactured  by  the  armonrers  in  the  Indian  department 

An  IndiiuQ  child*  soon  afler  it  is  bofn,'ie  swathed  in  cloths 
or  ekinf^  and  being  then  laid  on  its  back^  is  bound  down  on  a 
piec^  of  thick  boards  spread  over  with  eoft  moss.  The  board 
is  left  somewhat  longer  and  broader  than  the  child,  and  bent 
pieces  of  wood,  like  pieces  of  hoops,  are  placed  over  its 
face  to  protect  it,  bo  that  if  the  machine  were  suffered  to 
fall  the  child  would  not  probably  be  injuted.  The  women, 
when  they  go  abroad,  caiary  theit  children  thus  tied  down  on 
their  backs,  the  boaid  being  suspended  by  a  broad  band, 
which  they  wear  round  their  foreheads.  When  they  have 
any  business  to  transact  at  home,  they  hang  the  board  on  a 
tree,  if  there  be  one  at  hand*  and  set  diera  a  swinging  from 
side  to  side,  like  a  pendulum,  ia  order  to  exercise  the  chil. 
dren;  sometimes  also,  ^y  Unloose  the  children  from  the 
boards,  and  putting  them  each  into  a  sort  6{  little  hammock, 
fasten  them  between  two  trees,  and  there  suffer  them  to 
swing  about.  As  soon  as  they  are  strong  enough  to  crawl 
about  on  their  hands  and  feet  they  are  lib<  fated  from  all 
confinement^  and  suffered,  like  ymmg  pupfMes^  to  tun  abb^t, 
4aik  naked*  into  wateci  into  mod,  into  ttiehr>  and  in  short, 
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to'go 'rnhkienwet flieirdidiee  loads tUem;  heiioa ihtj dtm* 
thmt  viROtur  of  oonstiiatkm  which  enahles  ttuat  tomipport  Ae 
graatcst  &tig«o»  iud  that  indiffeiciloo  lo  Ae  iAitogcft  of  the 
wtether  whkh  thejr  yotmnu  in  ooininan  ^wjth  ito  bnite  OfeOf^ 
tion.  The  girls  are  coyered  with  a  loose  garment  as  soon  09 
they  hniTe  attained  fi)iir)er  fite  jtum  df  agOf  but  the  boys  go 
naked  tiU  they  ttie  oonsMeraMy  ddte* 

Hife  Indians  am  for  she  most  paft  taryi  riighfly  mad% 
and  from  a  survey  of  theb*  persons^  one  wtald  imagine  ifaak 
they  were  mnch  better  qualified  fer  toy  ptomtts  that  le^ 
quired  great  agili^  than  great  bodily  strebgch*  Hub  has 
been  the  general  opinion  of  most  of  tinse  who  have  writttn 
on  this  snbjeet;  however^  others  &kik  that  the  Tnrilana  Bin 
much  more  remarkable  for  their  muscular  strength  than  for 
their  agility.  At  different  military  posts  on  the  frontiersi 
where  this  subject  has  been  agitated,  racesi  for  the  sake  of 
experiment,  have  frequently  been  made  between  soldiers 
and  Indians,  and  provided  the  distance  was  not  great,  the 
Indians  have  iedmost  always  been  beaten ;  but  in  a  Ictog 
race,  where  strength  of  muscle  was  required,  they  have 
without  exception  been  victorious ;  in  leaping  also  the  In^ 
dians  have  been  infallibly  beaten  by  such  of  the  soldiers  as 
possessed  common  activity;  but  the  strength  of  the  Indians 
is  most  conqncuous  in  the  carrying  of  burdens  dtt  tNfy 
backs ;  they  esteem  it  nothing  to  walk  thirty  miles  a  day  fof 
several  days  t(^;ether,  under  a  load  of  eight  stone,  and  they 
will  walk  an  entire  day  under  a  load  withom  taking  mf 
refreshment.  In  carrying  burdens  they  make  ui^  of  a  SMT 
of  frame,  smnewhat  similar  to  what  b  cbnnnonly  used  by  a 
glazier  to  carry  glais ;  this  is  fastened  by  cords,  or  strips^ 
of  tough  baric  or  leHther,  round  their  shouMersi  and  wbeiir 
die  load  is  fixed  upon  the  bioad  ledge  at  the  bottom  of  fte 
frame,  two  bands  are  thrown  round  the  whol^  one  of  which* 
is  bvought  across  the  fonhead,  and  die  mher  aATdss  ihar 
breast,  and  thus  the  load  is  supposed.  Th^  length  of  wiiy 
an  Indian  wiB  tiavd  in  die  comM  of  the  day»  when  nneti4^ 
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eumbered  with  n  load,  is  ailoiiisliiiig.  A  yomig  Wjudoti 
wlio  was  emplojed  to  cany  a  message,  tntYclled  bat  litds 
Aort  of  eighty  miles  on  fixyt  in  one  day,  and  wlien  he  anired 
at  the  end  of  his  jonrney,  he  did  not  appear  in  the  least  de- 
giee&tigued. 

Le  P.  CharleToix  obserres,  that  the  Indians  seem  to  him 
to  possess  many  personal  adnmtages  oter  Enropeaais;  their 
senses,  in  particular,  he  thinks  much  finer;  their  nght  is, 
indeed,  quick  and  penetrating,  and  it  does  not  fidl  them  till 
diey  are  far  advanced  in  years,  notwithstanding'  that  their 
eyes  are  exposed  so  many  months  eadi  irinter  to  the  das. 
ding  whiteness  of  the  snow,  and  to  the  sharp  irritating  smoke 
of  wood  fires.  Disorders  in  the  eyes  are  almost  wholly  un- 
known to  them ;  nor  is  the  slightest  bleibish  erer  seen  in 
their  eyes,  excepting  it  be  a  resolt  from  some  accident. 
Their  hearing  is  very  acute,  and  their  sense  of  smdling  so 
nice,  that  they  can  tell  when  diey  are  approaching  a  fire 
long  before  it  is  in  sight. 

The  Indians  have  most  retentive  memories;  they  will 
preserve  to  their  deaths  a  recollection  of  any  place  they  have 
once  passed  through ;  they  never  forget  a  face  that  they  have 
attentively  observed  but  for  a  few  seconds;  at  the  end  of 
many  years  they  will  repeat  every  sentence  of  the  speeches 
that  have  be^i  delivered  bj  different  individuals  in  a  public 
assembly;  and  has  any  speech  been  made  in  the  council 
house  of  the  nation,  particulaily  deserving  of  remembrance, 
it  win  be  handed  down  with  the  utmost  accuracy  firom  one 
generation  to  another,  though  perfecdy  ignorant  of  the  use 
ct  hieroglyphicks  and  letters ;  the  only  memorials  of  which 
they  avail  themselves^  are  small  pieces  of  wood,  and  belts  of 
wampum ;  the  former  are  only  used  on  trifling  occasions,  the 
latter  never  but  on  very  grand  axid  solemn  ones.  Whenever 
a  conference,  or  a  talk  as  diey  term  it,  is  about  to  be  held 
with  any  neighbouring  tribe,  6t  whatever  any  treaty  of 
national  compact  Is  about  to  be  made;  one  of  these  belts^ 
diBerin((  in  some  res  ecta  from  evei;^  6ther  tikat  has  btoi 
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made  beiney  is  immediately  oomttmcted;  each  person  m  the 
assembly  holds  this  belt  in  his  hand  whilst  he  delivers  his 
speecht  and  when  he  has  ended,  he  presents  it  lo  the  ncj;t 
person  that  rises,  by  which  ceremony  each  individual  is  re- 
mindedt  that  it  behoves  him  to  be  cantioos  in  his  discoorsCy 
as  all  he  says  will  be  fedthfully  recorded  by  the  belt.  Ihe 
talk  being  over,  the  belt  is  deposited  in  the  hands  of  the 
principal  chief. 

On  the  ratificati0n  of  a  treaty,  very  broad  splendid  belts 
are  reciprocally  given  by  the  contracting  parties,  which  are 
deposited  amongst  the  other  belts  belonging  to  the  nation. 
At  stated  intervals  they  are  all  prodoced  to  the  nation,  and 
the  occasions  upon  which  they  were  made  are  mentioned  ^ 
if  they  relate  to  a  Udk,  one  of  the  chiefs  repeats  the  substance 
of  what  was  said  over  to  them ;  if  to  a  treaty,  the  terms  of  it 
are  recapitulated*  Certain  of  the  squaw^  also,  are  entrusted 
with  the  belts,  whose  business  it  is  to  relate  the  history  of 
each  one  of  them  to  the  younger  branches  of  the  tribe ;  this 
they  do  with  great  accuracy,  and  thus  it  is  that  the  remem- 
brance of  every  important  transaction  is  kept  up.  * 

The  wampum  is  formed  of  the  inside  of  the  calm  shell,  a 
large  sea  shell  bearing  some  similitude  to  that  of  a  scallop, 
which  is  found  on  the  coasts  of  New  England  and  Virginia. 
The  shell  is  sent  in  its  original  rough  state  to  England,  and 
there  cut  into  small  pieces,  euu^tly  similar  in  shape  and  size 
to  the  modem  glass  bugles  worn  by  ladies,  which  little  bits 
of  shell  constitute  wamptun«  There  are  two  sorts  of  wam- 
pum, the  white  and  the  pturple ;  the  latter  is  most  esteemed 
by  the  Indians,  who  think  a  pound  weight  of  it  equally 
valuable  with  a  poiind  of  silver;  The  wampum  is  strung 
upon  bits  of  lealher,  and  the  bell  is  composed  of  ten,  twelve, 
ox  more  strings,  according  to  the  importance  of  the  occasion 
on  which  it  is,  made ;  iometiikie^  also,  die  wampum  is  sowed 
in  different  patterns  on  broad  belts  of  leather. 

The  use  dT  wampum  aj^ears  to  be  very  general  amongst 
the  Indian  naliona,  hot  how  it  became  so»  is  a  question  that 
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irooM  leqmM  ^scaancm,  for  it  is  weE  known  that  thtj 
a  people  bbstinalely  attached  to  6lA  euaiomSy  and  that  woold 
not  therefore  be  apt  to  adopti  on  the  most  grand  and  solemn 
occasionv  the  use  of  an  article  that  thej  had  never  seen  until 
brooght  to  them  bj  strangers ;  at  the  same  time  U  s^ms 
wholly  impossible  that  they  should  ever  have  been  aUe  to 
have  made  wampum  from  the  calm  sheO  for  themsdves ; 
they  feishion  the  bowls  of  tobacco  pipes,  indeed,  £rom  stone, 
{n  a  very  curious  manner,  and  vrith  astonishing  accuracy, 
considering  that  they  use  no  other  instrument  than  a  common 
knife,  but  then  the  stone  which  they  commonly  carve  thus 
is  of  a  very  soft  kind ;  the  calm  shell,  however,  is  exceed- 
ingly hard,  and  to  bore  and  cut  it  into  such  small  pieces  as 
are  necessary  to  form  wampum,  very  &ie  tools  would  be 
wantii^.  Probably  they  made  some  use  of  the  calm  shell, 
and  endeavoured  to  reduce  it  to  as  small  bits  as  they  could 
vrith  their  rude  instruments,  but  on  finding  that  Europeans 
could  cut  it  so  much  more  neatly  than  they  could,  hdd  aside 
the  wampum  before  in  use  for  that  of  our  maunfiicturet 

The  Indians  are  exceedingly  sagacious  and  observant,  and 
by  dint  of  minute  attention,  acquire  many  qualifications  to 
which  we  are  wholly  strai^;ers.  They  vrill  traverse  a  track- 
less forest,  hundreds  of  miles  in  extent,  without  deviating 
firom  the  straight  course^  and  will  reach  to  a  certainty  the 
spot  whither  they  intended  to  go  on  setting  out ;  with  equal 
skill  they  will  cross  one  of  the  large  lakes,  and  though  out 
6t  sight  of  the  shores  for  days,  will  to  a  certain^  make  the 
land  at  once,  at  the  very  phoa  they  desired.  Seme  of  the 
French  misnonaries  have  supposiad  that  tho  Indians  are 
guided  by  instinct,  and  have  piefeuded  that  IncBan  children 
can  find  their  way  through  a  forest  as  easily  aa  a  person  oi 
maturer  years ;  but  this  is  a  most  absurd  notion*  It  is  un- 
questionably by  a  dose  attrntion  lo  die  growth  of  the  trees, 
and  position  of  the  sun,  that  they  find  their  wuy.  On  the 
northern  side  of  a  tree  there  is  generally  the  most  moss,  and 
the  balk  on  that  ride  in  genetal  differs  fimn  that  on  the  op. 
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posile  one.    The  branches  toward  the  south  tie  for  die 

most  part  more  luxuriant  than  those  on  the  other  side  cl 

trees,  and  several  other  distinctions  also  subsist  between  the 

northern  and  southern  sides,  conspicuous  to  IndianSi  who 

are  taught  from  their  infancy  to  attend  to  them>  which  a 

common  observer  would  perhaps  never  notice*    Being  ao* 

customed  from  their  childhood,  likewise,  to  pay  great  atten* 

tion  to  the  position  of  the  sun,  they  learn  to  make  the  meet 

accurate  allowance  for  its  apparent  motion  from  one  part  of 

the  heavens  to  another,  and  in  any  part  of  the  day  they  wiU 

point  to  the  part  of  the  heavens  where  it  is,  although  the  sky 

be  obscured  by  clouds  or  mists. 

An  instance  of  their  dexterity  in  finding  their  way  through 

an  unknown  country,  is  noticed  by  Mr.  Weld.    He  saySf 

a  number  of  the  Creek  nation  bad  arrived  at  Staunton,  in 

their  way  to  Philadelphia,  whither  they  were  going  upoa 

some  affairs  of  importance,  and  had  stopped  there  for  the 

night*  In  the  morning  some  circumstance  or  another,  which 

could  not  be  learned,  induced  one  half  of  the  Indians  to  set 

off  without  their  companions,  who  did  not  follow  until  some 

hours  afterwards.    AVhen  these  last  wore  ready  to  pursue 

their  journey,  several  of  the  towns-people  mounted  their 

horses  to  escort  them  part  of  the  way.    They  proceeded 

along  the  high  road  for  some  miles,  but  all  at  once,  hastily 

turning  aside  into  the  woods,  though  there  was  no  path,  the 

Indians  advanced  confidently  forward ;  the  people  who  ao* 

companied  them,,  surprised  at  this  movement,  informed  them 

that  they  were  quitting  the  road  to  Philadelphia,  and  ex* 

pres.  ed  their  fears  lest  they  should  miss  their  companioof 

who  had  gone  on  before.    They  answered,  that  they  knew 

bette  ;  that  the  way  through  the  woods  was  the  shortest 

to  Philadelphia ;  and  that  they  knew  very  well  that  theit 

companions  had  entered  the  woods  at  the  veiy  place  they 

did.    Curiosity  led  some  of  the  horsemen  to  go  on ;  and  te 

their  astonishment,  for  there  was  apparently  no  tcackj^  thef 

overtook  the  other  Indians  in  the  thidiest  part  of  the  wood  t 
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iMil  wbatappeaied  mcmtringalBx  wai,  that  %\e  male  wkkb 
Ihe^  took  WHS  found,  on  examining  a  map,  to  be  as  diveet 
4bt  Pkiladelpliia  as  if  they  had  taken  the  hflaringH  bj  a  ma- 
tinei's  eompass.  From  others  of  their  nationi  who  had  been 
Ht  Philadelphia  at  a  former  period,  they  had  probably  learned 
llie  exaet  direction  of  that  city  from  their  villagey  and  had 
neter  lost  sight  of  it,  although  they  had  already  travelled 
dme  hundred  miles  throogh  woods,  and  had  upwards  o( 
fimr  hundred  mfles  more  to  go  before  they  could  reach  the 
place  of  their  destination* 

The  Indians,  for  the  most  part,  are  admirably  well  ac- 
quainted  with  the  geography  of  their  own  country.  Ask 
them  any  questions  relative  to  the  situation  of  a  particular 
plaee  in  it,  and  if  there  be  a  convenient  spot  at  band,  they 
willy  with  the  utmost  facility,  trace  upon  the  ground  with  a 
Stiek  a  map,  by  no  means  inaccurate,  of  the  place  in  question 
Slid  the  surrounding  country ;  they  wiU  point  out  the  course 
of  the  rivers»  and  by  directing  your  attention  to  the  siin, 
9sake  you  acquainted  with  the  different  bearings. 

The  Indians  most  commonly  take  upon  thetn  the  name 
el  some  animal,  as,  The  Blue  Snake ;  The  Little  Turkey ; 
The  Big  Bear ;  The  Mad  Dog,  &c.  and  their  signatures  con- 
^sl  oi  the  outline,  drawn  with  a  pen,  of  the  different  animals 
whose  names  they  bear.  Some  of  the  signatures  at  the  bot- 
UN|i  of  these  deeds  were  teally  well  executed,  and  were  lively 
representations  of  t^  animals  they  were  intended  for. 

The  Indians  in  general  possess  n6  small  share  of  ingenuity. 
Their  domestid  wooden  utensils,  bows  and  arrows,  and  other 
weapcms,  &c,  are  made  with  the  sa;me  neatness;  and  in 
d^ed  the  workinanship  of  them  is  frequently  such  as  to  ex* 
cite  astonishm^aty  when  it  is  consideved  that  a  knife  and  a 
hatchet  are  the  only  instrum^its  they  make  use  of.  On  the- 
handles  of  their  tomahawks,  on  thebr  powder  horns,  on  the 
bowls  of  their  pipes,  &c.  you  oftentimes  meet  with  figures 
efxtremely  well  designed,  and  with  specimens  of  carving  far 
fbfm  iKNilemptiUe.    The  eml^idety  upon  their  tnoeeasina 


giolMi  a  their  way  thaa  tbo  flMii.  ThiA^  pomagtm  ^tgM 
woA  wqqld  «wwn«iMl  adnfaatian  itt  gay  4W«inttyifcBuiii|ii, 
Tha  f(^  joung  qnUf  of  the  pgnHipine  ei&  theeiu#hiiih  thej 
Qie^aiidtiiejdye  them  of  the  moel  beeiitifad -efldf  fariBlMit 
eofcncB  imaginable*  Some  of  iheiv  djres  have  been  di^ 
cofmedy  but  many  of  them  yet  lematn  nnknomi^  at  da  ilM 
many  of .  the  mefidaee  wiA  whieb  llinj  ptrfnnn  nniiinliinei 
moetmiraniloiii  earee.  Iheir  dyta  and  meciciMa  isa  aSl 
{urocmed  from  the  TflgeCaUewoilcU  ->  .(• 

A  Aeach  mka  telle  of  aome  Imquoia  IndlaDa'tbil 
miked  thsongh  leveml  of  the  fiaeet  atreeti  of  I\uEi%:birt 
withoia  eapmsBing  the  leait  pkaeoie  at  any  tfamg  Aey  au^ 
mlil  at  kat  they  came  to  a  cook's  ahop;  tUaoatted  feith  Ibdbr 
mnneat piaiae ;  a  ahop  where  a  man  waa  alwaya  anseef 
getting  aomething  to  satisfy  his  hunger,  withoat  the  trooUe 
and  fiitigoe  of  banting  and  fishing,  was  in  their  opudoo  ooe 
of  the  moat  admirable  institations  possiUe ;  had  they  been 
told,  however,  that  they  must  have  paid  for  what  they  eat^ 
tlKy  woold  have  expressed  equal  indigmMtion  perhaps  at  what 
they  aaw*  In  ibeir  own  Tillages  Aey  have  no  idea  of  reloe- 
ing  food  ft)  any  peraen  that  enters  tbeir  habitatmn  in  qnaBiy 
of  afriead  f  aad  there  is  not  one  of  diem  but  what  #aakl 
prefer  his  own  wigwam  to  the  most  splendid  habitations  tbey 
see  in  any  of  these  places.  Ibe  shipping,  however,  at  Tbi» 
ladelpfaia  aad  the  otbor  sea-pOTts,  seldom  fcfls  to  excite  ad- 
lairatioa^  beeaaae  they  at  once  see  the  ntilitjr  and  adTaatage 
of  large  Teaaela  over  -eaaoea^  whieh  are  the  oidy  vesaeb  they 
have^  Tha  yoaag  Wyandot,  who,  aa  before  mentioned^ 
made  such  a  wondeilkd  day>  joamey  on  foot,  wfaHe  at  FUU 
ladelphiia,  appeased  highly  del^hted  with  the  river,  andliie- 
gmat  Btmber  of  ships  of  all  siaes  upon^  it ;  birtfi»  adtiHh' 
tacted  his  attention  more  than  any  thing  elie  whataaat ar ' 
On  eoaaiag  la  the  ifvsr  the  fint  dfty ,  be  looked  op  at  dm  attt^' 
and  amda  oaylain  oba^rvatiana  t^ien  the  eoQiae  of  the  s 
aa^  jmaial  shaalkm  ^  '4iie  ftae^  m  dm  lafiMaiiefer  ill 


Ift 4a on oomiog t<> my n^w or remarkaMe spot*  TbeMMmi 
IbMf  however,  he  went  down  to  the  water,  he  foobd  le-  hie 
•nrpriee  that  the  nver  wae  running  with  equal  tapidify  km 
eonfiarj  diieetion  to  what  he  had  aeen  it  run  the  day  hefiMre. 
For  •  novMDit  be  imagined  that  by  some  mistake  he  nrasi 
have  got  to  the  opposite  side  of  it;  but  soon  recoUeedng 
hunselfy  and  being  persuaded  that  he  stood  on  the  very  same 
qiot  from  whenoe  he  had  viewed  it  the  day  before,  his  as- 
topishment  became  groat  indeed.  To  obtain  information 
upon  such  an  interesting  point,  he  immediately  sought  out 
an  aid-de-camp  of  General  Wayne,  who  had  broi^t  him  to 
town*  This  gentleman,  however,  only  rendered  the  appear- 
ance stiU  more  mysterious  to  him,  by  telling  him,  that  the 
Great  Spirit,  for  the  convenience  of  the  white  men,  who  were 
his  particular  favourites,  had  made  the  rivers  in  their  eoun« 
try  to  run  two  ways. 

Nothing  gives  more  delight  to  the  Indians  than  to  see  a 
man  that  excels  in  any  bodily  exercise ;  and  tell  them  even 
of  a  person  thai  is  distinguished  for  his  great  strength,  foi 
his  swiftness  in  running,  for  his  dexterous  management  of 
the  bow  or  the  gun,  for  his  cunning  in  hunting,  for  his  in* 
trepid  and  firm  conduct  in  war,  or  the  like,  they  will  listen 
to  you  with  the  greatest  pleasure,  and  readily  join  in  praises 
of  the  hero. 

No  people  on  earth  are  more  alive  to  the  calls  of  friend, 
ship ;  no  people  have  a  greater  affection  for  their  offspring 
in  their  tender  years ;  no  people  are  more  sensible  of  an  in* 
jury ;  a  word  in  the  slightest  degree  insulting  will  kindle  a 
flame  in. their  breasts,  that  can  only  be  extinguished  by  the 
blood  of  the  offending  party ;  and  they  will  traverse  forests 
for  hundreds  of  miles,  exposed  to  the  indemency  of  the  te-. 
verest  weather  and  to  the  pAUgs  of  hunger,  to  gratify  their 
revenge;  they  will  not  cease  for  years  daily  to  visit,  and  si^ 
lently  to  mourn  over  the  grave  of  a  departed  child  $  nsid  thef  ^ 
wil^  risk  their  lives  and  sacrifice  evefy  thing  (h^  possess,  to 
assist  a  fuecnd  i^rOistress ;  but  at  the  same  tim^iH  Ihcir  <^ 
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fliflOi  mo  flun  can  be  esteemed  a  good  wanior,  or  a  digaiAed 
diataetery  that  openly  betrays  anyextntvagaat  emoCimiS'Of 
surprise^  of  joy,  of  sorrow,  or  of  fear,  on  any  oocaakHi  what- 
aoaver.  The  exoellenoe  of  appearing  thus  indifierent  t6  what 
would  ezdte  the  strongest  emotions  in  die  minds  of  any  other 
people,  is  forcibly  inculcated  on  them  from  their  earliest 
jomii;  and  such  an  astonishing  command  do  they  acqitire 
OTeo:  diemselves,  that  even  at  the  stake,  when  suffering  the 
aoFerest  tortures  that  can  be  inflicted  on  the  human  body  by 
the  flames  and  the  knife,  they  appear  unmored,  and  laugh, 
as  it  is  well  known,  at  their  tormentors. ' 

The  Indians  sc^cely  ever  lift  their  hands  against  their 
children ;  but  if  they  are  unmindful  of  what  is  said  to  them, 
dbey  sometimes  throw  a  little  water  in  their  faces,  a  species 
of  reprimand  of  which  the  childreu  have  the  greatest  dread, 
and  which  produces  an  instantaneous  good  effect.  One  of 
the  French  missionaries  tells  of  his  having  seen  a  girl  of  an 
advanced  age  so  vexed  at  having  some  water  thrown  in  her 
face  by  her  mother^  as  if  she  was  still  a  child,  that  she  in* 
stantly  retired,  and  put  an  end  to  her  existence.  As  long 
as  they  remain  children^  the  young  Indians  are  attentive  in 
the  extreme  to  tlie  advice  of  their  parents ;  but  when  arrived 
at  the  age  of  puberty,  and  able  to  provide  for  themselves, 
they  no  longer  have  any  respect  for  them,  and  they  will  fol* 
low  their  own  will  and  pleasure  in  spite  of  all  their  xemcm 
strances,  unless,  indeed,  their  parents  be  of  an  advanced  agib 
Old  age  never  fails  to  command  their  most  profound  veoe* 
ration*     ^ 

In  their  conduct  towards  one  another,  nought  but  gentle- 
ness and  harmony  is  observable;  but  when  intoxicated  with, 
spirits,  which  is  but  too  often  the  case,  a  very  different  pleture 
is  presented  to  view,  and  they  appear  more  like  devils  in* 
caznate  than  human  beings ;  they  roar,  they  fight,  they  Mt 
eaeh  other,  and  commit  every  sort  of  outrage  $  i&4eed,  «a^ 
sensible  aie  they  of  their  own  infirmities'' in  ^a  state,  that 
when  a  nmnber.  of  them^  axe  about  to  get  dnmki  they  gift; 
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Up  their  koires  and  tomfthawln,  fte.  to  one  of  tfie  paTty ,' wBo 
is  on  lioiiour  to  remahi  sober,  and  to  prerent  mischief  waniA 
idlo  does  generaSy  b^aye  aceoiding  to  this  pnmnse.  If 
ihey  happen  to  get  dnmk  witbont  having  taken  this  f^recan- 
tkm,  their  sqnaws  take  the  earliest  opportunity  to  deprive 
them  of  their  weapons. 

The  Indians  prefer  whisky  and  mm  to  all  other'sphftaoajs 
Uqnoni ;  bnt  they  do  not  seem  eager  to  obtain  Aese  fiquors 
•o  mnch  for  the  pleasore  of  gratifying  their  palate  as  for 
the  sake  of  intoxiealion.    There  is  not  one  in  a  hundred  tbil 
can  refrain  from  drinking  to  excess  if  he  have  it  hi  hil 
power,  and  the  generality  of  them  having  once  got  a  taste  of 
any  intoxicating  liquor,  will  use  every  means  to  gain  more  ; 
and  to  do  so  they  at  once  become  mean,  servile,  deceitful, 
and  depraved,  in  every  sense  of  the  word.  Nothing  can  make 
amends  to  these  unfortunate  people  for  the  introduction  of 
spirituous  liquon  amongst  them.    Before  their  acquaintance 
with  them,  they  were  distinguished  beyond  all  other  nations 
for  their  temperance  in  eating  and  drinking ;  for  their  tem- 
perance in  eating,  indeed,  they  still  are  remarkable,  they  es« 
teem  it  indecorous  in  the  highest  degree  even  to  appear  hun* 
gry ;  and  on  arriving  at  their  villages,  after  having  fasted, 
perhaps  for  several  days  preceding,   they  will  sit  down 
quietly,  and  not  ask  for  any  food  for  a  considerable  time ; 
and  having  got  wherewith  to  satisfy  their  appetite,  they  will 
eat  with  moderstian,  as  though  the  calls  of  hunger  were  not 
more  pressing  than  if  they  had  feasted  the  hour  befoiB. 
They  never  eat  on  any  occasion  in  a  hurry. 

These  Indians  are  by  nature  of  a  very  hospitable,  generous 
^position,  where  no  particular  circumstances  operate  to  the 
contrary ;  and,  indeed,  even  when  revenge  would  fcin  per- 
suade  them  to  behave  diffsrently,  yet  having  once  profiled' 
a  firiendrfiip  for  a  stranger,,  and  pledged  themselves  tor  JA 
safety,  nothing  can  induce  them  to  deviate  {nmirilieir  word. 
^  The  geheraUCy  of  the  Indian  natioiis  appear  to  have  tWd 
Mftk  of ^tefih  eooncil  chieAr,  and  war  chiefs;    The  fynMr 
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jrte  heredjtejTf  and  are  employed  principally  in  the  aumage- 
ment  of  their  civil  affairs ;  but  thejr  may  he  war  cbiels  at  the 
aame  time;  the  latter  are  chosen  from  amongst  those  who 
have  distinguished  themselves  the  most  in  battle»  and  are 
solely  employed  in  leading  the  warriors  in  the  field*  The 
chiefs  have  no  power  of  enforcing  obedience  to  their  com- 
mandsy  nor  do  they  ever  attempt  to  give  their  orders  in  an 
imperious  manner;  they  simply  advise.  Each  private  indi- 
vidual  conceives  that  he  is  bom  in  a  state  of  perfect  liberty, 
and  be  disdains  all  control)  but  that  which  his  own  reason 
subjects  him  to.  As  they  have  all  one  intexest,  however,  at 
hearty  whidi  is  the  general  wel£ue  of  the  nation,  and  as  it  is 
well  known  that  the  chiefs  are  actuated  by  no  other  motives, 
whatever  measures  they  recommend  axe  generally  attended 
to,  and  at  once  adopted* 

The  Indians  have  the  most  sovereign  contempt  for  any  set 
of  people  that  have  tamely  relinquished  their  liberty ;  and 
they  consider  such  as  have  lost  it,  even  after  a  hard  struggle, 
as  unworthy  any  rank  in  society  above  that  of  old  women ; 
to  this  cause,  and  not  to  the  difference  that  subsists  betwe^i 
their  persons,  is  to  be  attributed  the  rooted  aversion  which 
the  Indians  have  for  negroes.  You  could  not  possibly  affront 
an  Indian  more  readily,  than  by  telling  him  that  you  think 
he-bears  aome  resemblance  to  a  negro ;  or  that  he  has  negro 
tdood  in  his  veins ;  they  look  upon  them  as  animals  inferior 
to  the  human  species,  and  will  kill  them  with  as  much  un* 
concern  as  a  dog  or  a  cat. 

An  Aioerican  officer,  who,  during  the  war  with  Great 
Britain,  had  been  sent  to  one  of  the  Indian  nations  resident 
on  the  western  frontiers  ci  the  States,  to  persuade  them  la 
remain  neuter  in  the  contest,  has  stated,  that  whilst  he  re- 
mained  amongst  them,  some  agents  arrived  in  their  village  la 
n^ptiate,  if  possible,  for  the  release  df  some  negro  slaves 
whom  they  had  carried  off  from  the  American  settlements. 
One  o£  these  n^oes^  a  remarkably  tall  handsome  feIlnW| 
had  been  given  to  an  Indian  woman  of  some  consequeact  hk 
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the  nation,  in  the  manner  in  which  prisoners  are  nmially  dfak 
poeed  of  amongst  them.  Application  was  made  to  her  for  his 
ransom.  She  listened  quietly  to  what  was  said ;  resolved  at 
the  same  time,  however,  that  the  fellow  should  not  have  his 
liberty,  she  stepped  aside  into  her  cabin,  and  having  brought 
cut  a  large  knife,  walked  up  to  her  slave,  and  without  more 
ado,  plunged  it  into  his  bowels :  '^  Now,^'  says  she,  address^ 
ing  herself  coolly  to  the  agents ;  ^'  now  I  give  yon  leave  to 
take  away  your  negro.^  The  poor  creature  that  had  been 
stabbed  fell  to  the  ground,  and  lay  writhing  about  in  the  great* 
est  agonies,  until  one  of  the  warriors  took  compassion  on  him* 
and  put  an  end  to  his  misery  by  a  blow  of  a  tomahawk. 

It  is  a  very  singular  and  remarkable  circumstance,  that  not- 
withstanding  the  striking  similarity  in  the  persons,  manners^ 
dispositions,  and  religion  of  the  different  tribes  of  Indians 
from  one  end  of  the  continent  of  North  America  to  the  other, 
a  similarity  so  great  as  hardly  to  leave  k  doubt  on  the  mmd 
but  that  they  must  all  have  had  the  same  origin,  the  lan- 
guages of  the  different  tribes  should  yet  be  so  materially  dif. 
ferent.  No  two  tribes  speak  exactly  the  same  language; 
and  the  languages  of  many  of  those  who  live  at  no  great 
distance  asunder,  vary  so  much,  that  they  cannot  make  them- 
sdves  at  all  understood  by  each  other. 

Some  persons,  who  have  made  the  Indian  languages  their 
■tudy,  assert,  that  all  the  different  languages  spoken  by  those 
tribes,  with  which  we  have  any  connection,  are  but  dialectf 
of  three  primitive  tongues,  viz*  the  Huron,  the  Algonquin, 
and  the  Sioux ;  the  two  former  of  which,  being  well  under- 
stood, will  enable  a  person  to  converse,  at  least  slightly,  with 
the  Indians  of  any  tribe  in  Canada  or  the  United  States 
AH  the  nations  that  speak  a  language  derived  from  the  Sioux, 
have,  it  is  said,  a  hissing  pronunciation ;  those  who  speak  ona 
derired  from  the  Huron,  have  a  gutteral  pronunciation ;  and 
aoch  as  speak  any  one  derived  from  the  Algonquin,  pio* 
Qoonce  their  words  with  greater  aoftness  and  ease  than  aajr  . 
nf  the  other. 
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The  lodians,  both  men  and  women^epeak  with  gfreat  deli- 
beration, and  never  appear  to  be  at  a  loss  for  words  to  ex^ 
p/ess  their  sentiments.  The  natire  music  of  the  Indians  is 
very  rude  and  indifferent,  and  equally  devoid  of  melody  and 
variety.  Their  famous  war  song  is  nothing  better  than  an  in* 
sipid  recitative.  Singing  and  dancing  with  them  go  band  in 
hand;  and  when  a  large  number  of  them,  collected  together^ 
join  in  one  song,  the  few  wild  notes  of  which  it  consists, 
mingled  with  the  sound  of  their  pipes  and  drums,  sometimes 
produce,  when  heard  at  a  distance,  a  pleasing  effect  on  the 
ear ;  but  it  is  then  and  then  only  that  their  music  is  tolerable. 

A  writer  who  was  witness  to  their  dancing  says,  three  eU 
derly  men,  seated  upon  a  tree,  were  the  principal  musicians. 
One  of  these  beat  a  small  drum,  formed  of  a  piece  of  a  hollow 
tree  covered  with  a  skin,  and  the  two  others  marked  time 
equally  with  the  drum,  with  rattles  formed  of  dried  squashes 
or  gourds  filled  with  peas.  At  the  same  time  these  men 
sung,  indeed  they  were  the  leaders  of  the  song,  which  the 
dancers  joined  in.  The  dancers  consisted  solely  of  a  party  of 
squaws,  to  the  number  of  twenty  or  thereabouts,  who  stand- 
ing in  a  circle,  with  their  face  inwards  and  their  hands  folded 
round  each  other^s  necks,  moved,  thus  linked  together,  side 
ways,  with  close  short  steps,  round  a  small  fire.  The  men 
and  women  never  dance  together,  unless  indeed  a  pretty 
squaw  be  introduced  by  some  young  fellow  into  one  of  the 
men's  dances,  which  is  considered  as  a  very  great  mark  of 
favour.  This  is  of  a  piece  with  the  general  conduct  of  the 
Indians,  who  look  upon  the  women  in  a  totally  different  light 
from  what  we  do  in  Europe^  and  condemn  them  as  slaves  to 
do  all  the  drudgery. 

After  the  women  had  danced  for  a  time,  a  larger  fire  was 
kindled,  and  the  men  assembled  from  different  parts  of  the 
island,  to  the  number  of  fifty  or  sixty,  to  amuse  themselves 
in  their  turn.  There  was  little  more  variety  in  their  dancing 
than  in  that  of  the  women.  They  first  walked  round  the  fire 
in  a  large  circle,  closely,  one  after  another,  marking  time 
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wiUt  abort  steps  to  the  n^^sic ;  the  best  dancer  was  put  at 
their  head^  and  gs^ye  the  step  ;  he  was  also  the  principal 
finger  in  th^  circle.  After  having  made  one  round,  the  step 
was  altered  to  a  wider  one,  and  they  began  to  stamp  w;ith 
great  vehemence  upon  the  ground ;  and  every  third  or  fourth 
rowd,  making  little  leaps  off  the  ground  with  both  feet,  they 
turned  their  faces  to  the  fire  and  bowed  their  heads,  at  the 
same  time  going  on  sideways.  At  last,  having  made  a  dozen 
or  two  rounds,  towards  the  end  of  which  each  one  of  them 
had  begun  to  stamp  on  the  grouud  with  inconceivable  fury, 
but  more  particularly  the  principal  dancer,  they  all  gave  a 
loud  shout  at  once,  and  the  dance  ended. 

In  two  or  three  minutes  another  dance  was  begun,  which 
ended  as  soon,  and  nearly  in  the  same  way  as  the  other, 
Inhere  was  but  little  difference  in  the  figures  of  any  of  them, 
and  the  only  material  difference  in  the  songs  was,  that  in 
some  of  them  the  dancers,  instead  of  siuging  the  whole  of  the 
air,  came  in  simply  with  rcj^ponses  to  the  airs  sung  by  the  old 
men.  They  beckoned  to  us  to  join  them  in  their  dance, 
which  we  immediately  did,  as  it  was  likely  to  please  them, 
and  we  remained  on  the  island  with  them  till  two  or  three 
o'clock  in  the  morning.  There  is  something  inconceivably 
terrible  in  the  sight  of  a  number  of  Indians  dancing  thus 
round  a  fire  in  the  depthsof  thick  woods,  and  the  loud  shrieks 
at  the  end  of  every  dance  add  greatly  to  the  horror  which 
their  first  appearance  inspires. 

They  never  think  of  dancing  till  the  night  is  considerably 
advanced,  and  they  keep  it  up  till  daybreak.  In  the  day 
time  they  lie  sleeping  in  the  sun,  or  set  smoking  tobacco, 
that  is^  when  they  have  nothing  particular  to  engage  them. 
Though  the  most  diligent  persevering  people  in  the  world 
>vhen  roused  into  action,  yet  when  at  peace  with  their  neigh- 
bours, and  having  got  wherewith  to  satisfy  the  calls  of  hunger, 
they  are  the  most  slothful  and  indolent  possible. 

The  dances  mentioned  are  such  as  the  Indians  amuse 
themselves  with  in  common.    On  grand  occasions  (hey  have 
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a  variety  of  others  mucli  more  interesting  to  a  spectator. 
The  dances  which  you  see  in  coittbioii  amongst  tlie  Shairncse, 
and  certain  other  tribes^  are  also,  it  is  said,  hiuch  more  en- 
tertaining than  those  here  described 

Of  their  grand  dances  the  war  dahce  must  undoubtedly, 
from  every  account  received  of  it,  be  the  one  most  Worthy 
the  attention  of  a  stranger.  It  is  performed  both  on  s^ttibg 
out  and  returning  from  their  war  parties,  and  likewise  at  other 
times,  but  never  except  on  some  very  particular  and  solemn 
occasion.  The  chiefs  and  warriors  who  are  about  to  join  in 
this  dance  dress  and  paint  themselves  as  if  actually  out  on  a 
warlike  expedition,  and  they  cari'y  in  their  hands  their  war- 
like weapons.  Being  assembled,  they  seat  themselves  down 
oil  their  hams,  in  a  circle,  round  a  great  fire,  near  to  which 
is  placed  a  large  post;  after  remaining  a  short  time  in  this 
position,  one  of  the  principal  chiefs  rises,  and  placing  him- 
self in  the  centre,  begins  to  rehearse,  in  a  sort  of  recitative, 
all  the  gallant  actions  which  hehasever  performed;  he  dwells 
particularly  on  the  number  of  enemies  he  has  killed,  and 
describes  the  manner  in  which  he  scalped  them,  making  ges- 
tures all  the  time,  and  brandishing  his  weapons,  as  if  actully 
engaged  in  performing  the  horrid  operation.  At  the  end  of 
every  remarkable  story  he  strikes  his  war  club  on  the  post 
with  great  fury.  Every  chief  and  warrior  tells  of  his  deeds 
ill  tntn.  The  song  6f  one  warrior  often  occupies  several 
hours,  and  the  dance  itself  sometimes  lasts  for  three  or  four 
entire  days  and  nights.  During  this  period  no  one  is  allowed 
to  sleep,  a  person  who  stands  at  the  outside  of  the  circle  be- 
ing appointed  (whose  business  it  is)  to  rouse  any  warrior  that 
appears  in  the  least  drowsy.  A  deer,  a  bear,  or  some  other 
large  animal  is  put  to  roast  at  the  fir^  as  soo^  as  the  dance 
begins,  and  while  it  lasts  each  warrio^  rises  at  will  to  heTp 
himself  to  a  piece  of  it.  A^r  each  person  In  the  circle  has 
in  turn  told  ofhis  exploits,  they  all  rise,  and  join  in  a  dance 
truly  terrifymg :  they  throw  themselves  Into  a  variety  of  pos- 
tures, and  taping  about  in  the  mo^t  ftotic  wanner,  htan- 
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dish  their  knives  and  other  weapons ;  at  the  same  time  they 
set  up  the  war  hoop,  and  utter  the  most  dreadful  yells  ima- 
ginable.    In  this  manner  the  dance  terminates. 

The  Indian  flute  or  pipe  is  formed  of  a  thick  cane,  similar  to 
what  is  found  on  the  banks  of  the  Mississippi,  and  in  the 
southern  parts  of  the  United  States.  It  is  about  two  feet 
or  more  in  length,  and  has  eight  or  nine  holes  in  it,  in  one 
row.  It  is  held  in  the  same  manner  as  the  oboe  or  clarinet, 
and  the  sound  is  produced  by  means  of  a  mouth  piece  not  un- 
like that  of  a  common  whistle.  The  tones  of  the  instrument 
are  by  no  means  unharmonious,  and  they  would  admit  of  a 
pleasing  modulation,  but  it  is  seldom  that  an  Indian  is  found 
able  to  play  a  regular  air  upon  it,  not  even  any  one  of  the 
airs  which  they  commonly  sing,  although  several  are  ex- 
tremely fond  of  amusing  themselves  with  the  instrument,  and 
will  sit  for  hours  together  over  the  embers  of  their  cabin 
fires,  playing  over  a  few  melancholy  notes  Every  Indian 
that  can  bring  a  sound  out  of  the  instrument,  and  stop  the 
holes,  which  any  one  may  do,  thinks  himself  master  of  it; 
and  the  notes  which  they  commonly  produce  are  as  uncon- 
nected and  unmeaning  as  those  which  a  child  would  bring 
forth  from  a  halfpenny  whistle. 

Notwithstanding  they  are  such  a  very  friendly  hospitable 
people,  yet  few  persons,  who  ever  tasted  of  the  pleasures 
and  comforts  of  civilized  life,  would  feel  any  inclination  to 
reside  amongst  them,  on  becoming  acquainted  with  their 
manner  of  living.  The  filthiness  and  wretchedness  of  their 
smoky  habitations,  the  nauseousness  of  their  common  food  to 
a  person  not  even  of  a  delicate  palate,  and  their  general  un- 
cleanliness,  would  be  sulEcient  to  deter  any  one  from  going 
to  live  amongst  them  from  choice,  supposing  even  that  no 
other  reasons,  operated  against  his  doing  so. 

Bethleheni,  the  principal  settlement,  in  North  America, 
of  the  Moravians,  or  United  Brethren,  is  most  ag^reeably  si- 
tuated on  a  rising  ground,  bounded  on  one  side  by  the  River 
I^eheigh,  which  &lls  into  the  Delaware^  and  on  the  other  by 
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a  credc,  which  ha*  a  rery  rapid  corrent^  and  aftirda  «X€tobi 
lent  aeMs'for  a  great  nnmbier^of  milk.  The  townhMH^ 
larly  laid  ont,  and  eontauis  about  eighty  atntog  bailt  atone 
dwelling  honaee  and  a  large  cbarch.  Three  of  the  dwellikig 
bonsea  are  very  spacious  boildinga  and  are  appvopriited 
respectively  to  the  accommodation  of  the  nnmarried  young 
mieh  of  the  society,  of  the  unmarried  females,  and  of  the  w^ 
dows*  In  these  bouses  different  manufactures  are  cHrried 
on,  and  the  inmates  of  each  are  subject  to  a  discipline  ap* 
preaching  somewhat  to  that  of  a  monastic  institution  They 
eat  together  in  a  refectory ;  they  sleep  in  dormitories  ;  they 
attend  morning  and  evening  prayers  in  the  chapel  of  the 
boose';  they  work  for  a  certain  numberof  hours  in  the  day i^ 
and  they  have  stated  intervals  allotted  to  them  for  recreatiom 
They  are  not  subjected,  by  the  rules  of  the  society,  to  peiw 
petual  confinement ;  but  they  seldom,  notwithstanding,  go 
bejrond  the  bounds  of  their  walks  and  gardens,  except  it  be 
occasionally  to  visit  their  friends  in  the  town. 

The  young  persons  of  different  sexes  have  but  very  little 
intercourse  with  each  other  ;  they  never  enter  each  others 
houses,  and  at  church  they  are  obliged  to  sit  separate;  a 
bachelor  is  not  permitted  to  offer  his  proposals  in  person  to 
the  object  of  his  choice,  butmerely  through  the  niedium  ofthe 
superintendant  of  the  female  house.  If  froita  the  report  of 
the  elders  and  wardens  ofthe  society  it  appears  to  the  anpev- 
intendaut  that  heis  able  to  maintain  a  wife,  she  fhen  acquaintt^ 
her  firotegte  with  the  offer,  and  should  she  consent,  they  are 
married  immediately,  but  if  she  do  not,  the  superintendant 
selects  another  female  from  the  house,  whom  she  imaginsa 
would  be  suitable  to  the  young  man,  and  on  his  approval  of 
bw  they  are  as  quickly  married.  Hasty  as  theie  marriages 
are^  they  are  never  known  to  be  attended  with  unhappinesai 
for  being  taught  fromtheirearliest  inftnoy  tokisep  those  pas-' 
sioBsunder  oontroul,  which  occasion  so  much  mischiefaiiiDngPl 
the  maas^of  mankind ;  beiogincn«d  to  regubur habitaof  indOi- 
try,  and  tostqniel  sober  lift  faadbeiBig  iir  their  pCMMUo 
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flHid  riftfired  ieM&tnenti  mt  of  the  tmth  of  those  tonptattoni 
wUdi  p«rtoibs  are  exposed  to  wbo  latinlsh  fiirth  into  the  brnj^ 
wofkl^  and  irtio  mingle  with  the  tttHllitiide,  the  parties  nieel 
with  nought  through  life  to  interrapt  their  domestic  repose, 

AHaebed  to  the  yoatlg  men's  and  to  the  yoang  women*! 
houses  there  are  boarditig  schools  for  boys  and  girls^  under 
tiie  direction  of  proper  teathers^  which  are  also  inspected  by 
the  eiders  and  ^rardcns  of  the  society.  These  schools  are 
in  great  repnte,  and  not  only  th^  children  of  Morayiatis are 
sent  to  th^m,  bot  also  those  of  many  geiiteel  personli  of  a 
diffbreat  persuasion,  resident  in  Philadelphia^  New  Yotk^ 
and  other  towns  in  the  neighbouring  States,  The  bojrs  ate 
instructed  in  the  Latin,  Oermant  French,  and  English  hui^ 
gwages;  arithmetic,  niusic,  drawing,  kt.  the  girls  are  like^ 
wise  ittstmcted  in  these  different  languages  atid  sciences,  omI, 
in  short,  in  efrery  thing  that  isr  nsually  taught  at  a  femlile 
Warding  school,  except  dancing.  When  of  a  sufficient  ag^ 
to  provide  for  themselres,  tb^  young  wdtnen  of  the  society  are 
adailtted  into  the  house  destined  fdr  tiieir  accommodation, 
wbctfe embroidery,  fine  needle-work,  catdiog^  spiniring,'  knitii 
ting^  fcc.  fcc4  and  other  Works  suitable  to  females,  are  carried 
atk.  A  separate  room  is  allotted  for  every  different  btisH** 
neaSy  and  a  female^  someir  hat  oldcfr  than  the  rest,  presides  nl 
il^  10  inrspedt  the  ivotk,  and  pi-eserre  regularity.  Persons  nnf 
appoittted  Uf  dispose  of  ibe  sc^erlf  articles  manu<acti#ed  ii^ 
the  honse^  and  the  money  whficfa  lAiey  pfodnc€i  h  distributed 
amoagAt  the  indiriduals  engaged  hi  manufacturing  tbem, 
#fad,  after  pay fng  a  certaih  scftn  towards  the  maintenance  of 
llie  house,  and  a  eertain  soto  besidee  into  tfate  public  fahd  of 
Ae  society^  are  aHo#ed  to  keep  therenMinder  for  thenlselrefer, 

After  the  boys  hare  fitiished  their  school  etfncaf idto,  they 
are  apprenticed  ttytliebuBlnesr which  aecbMii  Uibst  wHhtbM^ 
iftfetkiatiovi.  Should  tMs  be  a  bUsiaeiM  o¥  t#ad<^  Otki  is  ehified 
•a  in  the  young  »e»'s  house^  they  at  d6<fe  g^ tbere  tbhukftt 
it»  but  if  at  the  hoase  ef  an  iUdivid^M  i«  ffife  t«#tt,  ftfey  only 
board  Md  h4ge  ut  the  j^oMf  iMA'si  «^Mtoe.    ff they  afe  iV 
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oltiMd  to  igriettltiHral  pimoitt,  Ihigr  iWitlmt  p»l  mAvt  th^. 
caie  of  one  of  Ihe  fmatn  of  A*  lOMttyr  Tkc^ywag-WA 
■obocfibe  to  the  support  of  tlmr  boiiiei.  wd^tP  tbe  pubU^ 
imif  jnstas  the  young  women  do ;  the  widows  4o  (he  a9fm% 
and  erery  individual  in  the  town  likew iee  contributanaem^lt 
•OA  weekly  to  the  general  fund  of  the  sooietjk 

Situated  upon  the  creek,  which  skiita  the  loiKf^.  tb^ff^  ii 
a  floor  mill,  a  aaw  mill,  an  oil  miU^  %  foiling  miU».  %.n|iU 
for  grinding  bark  and  dye  stuff,  a  tan  yardi  a  eunier**  JH9l(| 
-and  on  the  Leheigh  River  an  exteneive  brewerjK,.  al.  mlvch 
very  good  malt  liquor  is  manu&ctured*  These  auHSi  4^ 
belong  to  dm  society  at  large,  and  the  profits  arisiiig  feom 
them,  the  persons  seveEally  employed  in  conducting  them 
bemg  first  handsomdy  rewarded  for  their  s^rvices^  are  paid 
into  the  public  fnnd«  The  lands  for  some  mikflk  found  the 
town,  which  are  highly  improved,  likewise  bekmgtp^tfaesov 
ciety,  as  does  also  the  tavern,  and  the  profits  arising  firem 
ihem  are  disposed  of  in  the  same  manner  as  those  arising 
from  the  milli^  the  persons  ^nployed  in  managing  the  fiurm% 
and  attending  to  the  tavern,  being  nothing  ipore  than  stew- 
ards or  agents  of  the  society.  The  fund  thus  raised  is  em* 
ployed  in  relieving  the  distressed  brethren  of  the  society  in 
other  partsof  the  worlds  in  forming  new  settleaients,  and  in 
defraying  the  expense  of  the  missions  for  the  purpose  of  pro* 
pagating  the  gospel  amongst  the  heathens. 

The  tavern  at  Bethlehem  is  very  commodiou%  and  it  is  the 
nenlest  and  best  conduf^ted  one,  wJihoui  ex/ception,  in  any 
pATt  of  Aioerica.  Hav  ing  communicated  to  the  landlord,  on 
aixiving  at  it,  a  wish  to  see  the  town  and  public  buikUngpi  he 
isEunediately  dispatched  a  messenger  for  one  of  the  elders^ 
^flA  in  less  than  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  brother  Thqma%  a 
Uvely  fresh  coloured  little  man,  of  about,  fifly  year^  of  agm 
entered  the  room :  he  was  dressed  in  a  phuM  blue  coal)  an^ 
wai%tcoat»  brown  corderoy  breeches,  and  a  large  round  hat; 
these  was  gooduess.and  tunocencein  hiBlook0»and  biswAoneni 
were  so.<^ffe9.and. nn^Mistrainedf  thatit  was .ipifQWibtft i>Qt 
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to  become  ramiliar  with  him  at  once.  When  we  ti  ere  ready 
to  sally  forth,  he  placed  himself  between  two  of  as,  and  lean* 
ing*  on  our  arms,  and  chatting  without  ceremony,  he  con« 
ducted  us  first  to  the  young  women's  house.  Here  we  were 
shewn  into  a  neat  parlour,  whilst  brother  Thomas  went  to 
ask  permission  for  us  to  see  the  house.  In  a  few  minutes  the 
superintendant  herself  came;  brother  Thomas  introduced 
her  to  us,  and  accompanied  by  them  both  we  visited  the  diC* 
ferent  apartments. 

The  house  is  extensire,  and  the  passages  and  stair-cases 
are  commodious  and  airy,  but  the  work  rooms  are  small,  and 
to  such  a  pitch  were  they  heated  by  stoves,  that  on  entering 
into  them  at  first  we  could  scarcely  breathe.  The  stores, 
which  they  use,  are  built  in  the  German  style.  The  fire  is 
inclosed  in  a  large  box  or  cose  formed  of  glazed  tilen*  and 
the  warm  air  is  thence  conducted,  through  flues,  into  similar 
large  cases  placed  in  diflTerent  parts  of  the  rooms,  by  which 
means  every  part  is  rendered  equally  warm,  ^bout  a  dozen 
females  or  more,  nearly  of  the  same  age,  were  seated  at 
work  in  each  apartment.  The  entrance  of  strangers  did  not 
interrupt  them  in  the  least :  they  went  on  with  their  work, 
and  except  the  inspectress,  who  never  failed  politely  to  rise 
and  speak  to  us,  they  Hid  not  even  seem  to  take  any  notice 
T>f  our  being  in  the  room. 

The  dress  of  the  sisterhood,  though  not  quite  uniform,  is 
very  nearly  so.  Tlioy  wear  plain  calico,  linen,'  or  stutfgowns, 
with  aprons,  and  close  tight  linen  caps,  made  with  a  peak 
in  front,  and  tied  under  the  chin  with  a  piece  of  ribband 
Pink  ribbands  are  said  to  be  worn  as  a  badge  by  those  who 
are  inclined  to  marry ;  however,  all  the  unmarried  women 
wore  them,  not  excepting  those  whose  age  and  features 
seemed  to  have  excluded  them  from  every  chance  of  becom« 
ing  the  votaries  of  Hymen. 

The  dormitory  of  the  female  houEe  is  a  very  spacious  apart- 
meut  in  the  upper  story,  which  is  aired  by  a  large  ventilator 
in  the  ceiling.     It  contains  about  fifty  boarded  l>cds  without 
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ttitcrig  etuli  otkwli^ted  ta  hold  ooo  perion.  They  tbap 
iMre  darlng^  winter  time  In  the  GMrman  gtyIe/beiW6e»:liiro 
liMba^  heAdt  to  whieh  the  eheets  end  blankets  era  etkohed 
feet;  la  aummer  time  the  beet  is  too  great  hera  to  adUH 
even  of  a  single  blanket. 

After  having  gone  through  the  diffinrent  apartments  of  the 
female  house,  we  were  oondoeted  by  the  siiperinteodent  into 
a  sort  of  shop,  where  different  litde  articles  of  fanoy  woitki 
manufaetttred  by  the  sisterliood,  are  laid  oat  to  the  best  ad« 
rantage.  It  is  always  expected  that  stiipuigerB  visiting  the 
bouse  will  lay  out  some  triiing  sum  here  ;  and  this  is  the 
only  reward  which  any  member  of  the.  sodety  expects  l^rtiie 
irooble  of.  conducting  a.stranger  throughout  every  pert  of 
the  town. 

The  house  of  the  sisterhood  exhibits  a  picture  of  the  ut- 
most neatness  and  regularity^  as  do  likewise  the  young  meu*e 
and  the  widow*s  houses  ;  and  indeed  the  same  may  be  said 
ef  every  private  house  throughout  the  town.  The  millsy 
brewery,  &c.  which  are  built  upon  tlie  most  approved  plans, 
are  also  kept  in  the  very  neatest  order. 

Brother  Thomas,  after  having  shewn  us  the  different  pub- 
lic buildings  and  works,  next  introduced  us  into  the  housee 
ef  several  of  the  married  men,  that  were  most  disUngujished 
for  their  ingenuity,  and  in  some  of  them,  particularly  at  the 
house  of  a  cabinet  maker,  we  were  entertained  with  very 
curious  pieces  of  workmanship. 

The  manufactures  in  general  carried  on  at  Bethlehem 
consist  of  woollen  and  linen  cloths,  hate,  cotton  and  worsted 
caps  and  stockings,  gloves,  shoes, carpenters,  cabinet  makers^ 
and  turners  work,  docks,  and  a-fewothw  articles  of  bard^ 
ware,  &c. 

The  church  is  a  plain  building  of  stone,  adorned  vrMi 
pictures  from  sacred  history.  It  is  furnished  wkh  a  toler* 
able  organ,  as  likewise  are  the  chapels  of  the  young  men's 
and  young  women's  houses ;  they  accompany  their  hymns, 
besides,  with  violoncellos,  violins,  flutes,  fco.    The  vriiele 
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Mciety  attends  the  chtiroh  on  a  Sanday,  and  when  any  IN10 
of  the  society  dies,  all  the  remaining  members  attend  hie 
funeral,  which  is  conducted  with  great  solemnity,  thongh 
wUh  little  pomp  ;  they  never  go  into  mourning  for  their  de- 
parted friends. 

Every  house  in  the  town  is  supplied  with  an  abundance 
of  excellent  water  from  a  spring,  which  is  forced  through 
pipes  by  means  of  an  hydraulic  machine  worked  by  water^ 
and  which  is  situated  on  the  banks  of  the  creek.  Some  of 
the  houses  are  supplied  with  water  in  every  room.  The 
machine  is  very  simple,  and  would  easily  raise  the  water  of 
the  spring,  if  necessary,  several  hundred  feet. 

The  spring  from  whence  the  houses  are  supplied  with 
water  stands  nearly  in  the  centre  of  the  town,  and  over  it,  a 
large  stone  with  very  thick  walls,  is  erected.  Houses  like 
this  are  very  common  in  America ;  they  are  called  spring 
houses,  and  are  built  for  the  purpose  of  preserving  meat, 
9iilk,  butter,  &c.  during  the  heats  of  summer.  This  spring 
bouse  io  Bethlehem  is  common  to  the  whole  town ;  a  shelf 
or  board  in  it  is  allotted*  to  each  family,  and  though  there  is 
no  watch  placed  over  it,  and  the  door  be  only  secured  by  a 
latch,  yet  every  person  is  certain  of  finding,  when  he  comes 
for  it,  his  plate  of  butter  or  bowl  of  milk,  &c.  exactly  in  the 
same  state  as  wlien  he  put  it  in. 

The  Moravians  study  to  render  their  conduct  strictly 
conformable  to  the  principles  of  the  Christian  religion* 
Every  unprejudiced  person  that  has  visited  their  set- 
tlements must  acknowledge,  that  their  moral  conduct  is 
truly  excellent,  and  is  such  as  would,  if  generally  adopted, 
make  men  happy  in  the  extreme.  They  live  together  like 
members  of  one  large  family ;  the  most  perfect  harmony 
subsists  between  them,  and  they  seem  to  have  but  one  wish 
at  heart,  the  propagation  of  the  gospel,  and  the  good  of 
mankind.  They  are  in  general  of  a  grave  turn  of  mind  ; 
but  nothing  of  that  stiffness,  or  that  singularity,  prevalent 
aiifnoogst  .the  Quakers,   is  observable    in    their  manners, 
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Wh^wter  their  society  hfts  extended  itself  in  Amentfayi^ttii 
most  happy  consequences  haye  resulted  from  H ;  '"go^^ 
order  and  regularity. have  become  conspiououB  in  ^OMTlieX 
havioor  of  the  people  of  the  neighbourhood,  and  arts  'aa4 
manufactures  iiave  been  introduced^into  the  country. 

As  the  whole  of  the  plot  of  ground,  on  which. Bethlehem 
stands,  belongs  to  the  society,  as  well  aki  the  lands  *  for  ii 
considerable  way  round  the  town,  the  Moravians  here  m^ 
not  liable  to  be  troubled  by  intruders  ;  but  any  person  that 
will  conform  to  their  line  of  conduct  will  be  recriyed  into 
their  society  with  readiness  and  cordiality. 

They  do  not  seem  desirous  of  adding  to  the.  numberMsf 
houses  in  Bethlehem ;  but  whenever  there  is  an  incrcMeof 
people,  they  send  them  off  to  another  part  of  the  countryy. 
there  to  form  a  new  settlement.  Since  Bethlehein  wai- 
founded,  they  have  established  two  other  towns,  namely, 
Nazareth  and  Letitz.  The  former  of  these  stands  at  the 
distance  of  about  ten  miles  from  Bethlehem,  and  in  coming 
down  from  the  Blue  Mountains  you  pass  through  it ;  it  is 
about  half  the  size  of  Bethlehem,'  and  built  much  on  the 
same  plan. 

The  country  for  many  miles  round  Bethlehem  is  most 
pleasingly  diversified  with  rising  grounds  ;  the  soil  is  ridi, 
and  better  cultivated  than  any  other  part  of  Anderica. .  Until 
within  a  few  years  past  this  neighbourhood  has  beeit  distin- 
guished for  the  salubrity  of  its  climate ;  but  fevers,  chiefly 
bilious  and  intermittent,  have  increased  to  a  great  degree  of 
late,  and  indeed,  not  only  here,  but  in  many  other  partf  :of 
Pennsylvania,  which  have  been  long  settled.  Various  rea-r 
sons  have  been  assigned  for  this  increase  of  fevers  in  Pemi-) 
sylvania,  but  it  appears  most  probably  to  be  owing  to.  tho 
Unequal  quantities  of  rain  that  have  fallen  of  late  yearsy-flttd 
to  the  unprecedented  mildness  of  the  winters.-   •• 

Bethlehem  is  visited  during  summer  time  by  niimbem  of 
people  from  the  neighbouring4arge  towns,  who  nre  led  Ai« 
Hn&t  by  cariosity  or  pleasure  J;  tad  regnltfrly,  (fCitfS  iMiek 
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flMagfefdutHier  year,  a  pttUie  stage  ym^m  rtHrii  WtHMIfll 
Md  Philaddphia. 

At  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles  from  the  towh  of  Nla- 
l^fa  or  Newark,  ave  those  remarkable  FaHs  ia  Nia^anl 
Rirer,  which  may  justly  be  ranked  aniongst  the  greatest 
ftffitural  curiosities  io  the  known  world     The  road  leading 
from  Lake  Ontario  to  Erie  runs  within  a  few  hundred  yards 
dFthem.    This  road,  which  is  within  the  British  dominions^ 
Is  carried  along  the  top  of  the  lofty  steep  banks  of  the  river : 
ftf'  a  considerable  way  it  runs  close  to  thdr  very  edge,  and 
in  passing  along  it  the  eye  of  the  traveller  is  entertrined 
with  a  variety  of  the  most  grand  and  beautiful  prospects. 
The  river,  instead  of  growing  narrow  as  you  pfooeed  up* 
wardSi  widens  considerably ;  at  the  end  of  nine  or  ten  miles 
it  expands  to  the  breadth  of  a  mile,    and  here  it  assumes 
much  the  appearance  of  a  llike  ;  it  is  inclosed,  seemingly  on 
all  sides,  by  high  hills,  and  the  current,  ovrtng  to  the  great 
depth  of  the  vi^ater,  is  so  gentle  as  to  be  scarcely  percept!* 
ble  from  the  top  of  the  banks.    It  contkiiii^s  thus  broad  for 
a  mile  or  two,  when  on  a  sudden  the  wateN  are  contracted 
between  the  high  bills  on  each  side.    From  hence  up  to 
Ae  falls  the  current  is  exceedingly  irregular  and  rapid. 
At  the  upper  end  of  this  broad  part  of  the  river,  and  nearly 
at  the  foot  of  the  banks,  is  situated  a  small  village,  that  has 
been  called  Quecnstowo,  but  which,  in  the  adjacent  country^ 
is  best  known  by  the  nasoe  of  <<  The  Laoding/'    The  lake 
flUerchant  vessels  can  proceed  up  to  this  village  with  perfect 
•afety,  and  they  commonly  do  so,  to  deposit,  in  the  stores 
there,  such  goods  as  are  intended  to  be  sent  higher  up  the 
country,  and  to  receive  in  return  the  furs,   &c.  that  have 
been  collected  at  the  tarious  posts  on  Lakes  Huron  and 
£f]e,  and  sent  thither  to  be  conveyed  down  to  Kingston, 
across  Lake  Ontario.    The  portage  from  this  place  to  the 
Mar»t  nttvigiible  part  of  Niagara  River,  above  the  Falls^ 
is  nine  miles  in  lengtlu 
From  the  town  of  Niagara  to  Queenstown,  die  country 
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kk.  ikb  Afighbourhvod  of  thfo  river  is- TerfkYaifoi^  |Mi 
k  plit»o»  a  differeot  tspeot;  a  coDfased  laage  of  ]iUi% 
0pwr6d  witb  o§kB'  of  an  tmmoiiaeaise^aiiddtfUjLriaeaiip 
Mitfiro  you,  and  the  road  that  wiada  up  ibe^  side  of  tbepi 
ii  eo  sleep  and  raggedy  that  it  Is  absolutely  neeeasaq; 
fbrthe  trayisller  to  leave  his  oarriage,  if  be  should  be  ill 
9m,  and  prooeed  to  the  top  on  foot.  Beyond  these  billff 
you  agiiin' oome  to  an  unbroken  level  ooaotry ;.  but  the, soil 
h«fer0  defers  raateriaUy  from  that  on  the  opposite  side :  It 
fODiNsts  of.  a  rieh  dark  earth  intermized  with  olay>  and 
abounding  with  stones ;  whereasj  on  the  side  next  JLaM 
Onterioy  the  soil  ie^f  a  yetlowish  oast»  la  soaae  places  h|^ 
diaiog  t^gravdiand  in^otbers  to  stndr  ,n 

£Vom  the  bitow  of  ode  of  the  bills  in  this  ridge^  wbieh 
overhangs  tbe  little  viUage  of  Queenstown^  the  eye  of  the 
traveller  is  gratified  with  one  of  the  finest  prospeots  thatoaa 
be  imagined  in  nature:  you  stand  amidst  a  dump  of  larg9 
oakSy  a  little  to  the  left  of  the  road^  and  looking  downwardsji 
perceive,  through  the  branches  of  the  trees  with  which  the 
hills  is  dothedy  from  the  summit  to -the  basOf  the  tope  of  tbs 
hottsto  6(  Queeastowti,  and  in  front  of  the  village^  the  shipa 
moored  in*  th^  river  ;  the  shipd  are  at  least  two  hundred  feet 
below  you,  and  their  masfB  appear  like  slender  reeds  peep^i 
ing  up"  amidst  the  thick  foliage  of  the  trees.  Carrying  your 
eye  forward^  you  may  traoe  the  river  in  dl  its  windings^ 
and  finally  seo  It  disembogue  into  Lake  Ontario^  ^between 
the  town  and  the  fort :  the  lake  itself  terminates  your  vieW 
in  this  direction,  except  merely  at  one  part  of  the  horiao0| 
wheire  yoir  just  get  a  glimpse  of  the  blue  bills  of  Toronto^ 
The  shore  of  tbe  river,  on  the  right  hand,  ffcauins  inito 
natural  statei  covered  whh  one  continual  forest ;  but  on  the 
opposite  side  the  country  is  interapersed  with  cultivated 
fields  tod  neat  form  houees  down  to  the  water^i  edge.  The 
eonntry  lisyoni  the  hills  la  ouch  lesa  deared^thao  that 
whiek  lies  td%ard  tho  tow»  of  Niasiva,.  on  the  mtvigaUs 
part.of  Ihstiiveri ^  ,. .  , .  ...^ 
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' '  iProm  the  sudden  change  of  the  face  of  the  country  tn  ibS 
neighbourhood  of  Queenstown,  and  the  equally  suddeii 
change  in  the  river  with  respect  to  its  breadth,  depth  and 
current,  conjectures  have  been  formed,  that  the  great  fiBiIIs 
bf  the  river  must  originally  have  been  situated  at  the  spot 
irhere  the  waters  are  so  abruptly  contracted  between  the 
hills  ;  and  indeed  it  is  highly  probable  that  this  was  the 
case,  for  it  is  a  fact  well  ascertained,  that  the  falls  have  re- 
ceded very  considerably  since  they  were  first  visited  by 
Europeans,  and  that  they  are  still  receding  every  year ; 
Mr.  Weld  says,  every  step  we  advanced  towards  them,  our 
expectations  rose  to  a  higher  pitch  ;  our  eyes  were  con- 
tinually on  the  look  out  for  the  colunm  of  white  mist  which 
bangs  over  them  ;  and  an  hundred  times,  I  believe,  did  we 
Stop  our  carriage  in  hopes  of  bearing  their  thundering  sound ; 
neither,  however,  was  the  mist  to  be  seen,  nor  the  sound  to 
be  heard,  when  we  came  to  the  foot  of  the  hills ;  nor  after 
havingcrossed  overthem,  wereour  eyes  or  ears  more  gratified 
This  occasioned  no  inconsiderable  disappointment,  and  we 
dould  not  but  express  our  doubts  to  each  other,  that  the 
wondrous  accounts  we  had  so  frequently  heard  of  the  Falls 
were  wiihout  foundation,  and  calculated  merely  to  impose 
on  the  minds  of  credulous  people  that  inhabited  a  distant 
part  of  the  world.  These  doubts  were  nearly  confirmed 
when  we  fotind  that  after  having  approached  within  half  a 
inile  of  the  place,  the  mist  was  but  Just  discernable,  and  that 
the  sound  even  then  was  not  to  be  heard  ;  yet  it  is  never- 
theless strictly  true,  that  the  tremendous  noise  of  the  Falls 
may  be  distinctly  heard,  at  times,  at  the  distance  of  forty 
miles ;  and  the  cloud  formed  from  the  spray  may  be  even 
seen  still  farther  off ;  but  it  is  only  when  the  air  is  very 
€lear,  and  there  is  a  fine  blue  sky,  which  however  ore  cdm« 
moh  occotrences  in  thiscountry^  that  the  clouds  can  be  s^eii 
at  such  a  great  distance.  The  hearing  of  the  sound  of  the 
Valla  afSur  off  also  depends  upon  the  state  of  the  atmos- 
phere; it  is  obeerved,  that  4he  sound  can  be  heard  atOe 
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greatest  distance  just  before  a  heaTy  fall  of  raiD,  and  wliaa 
the  wind  is  in  a  faYourable  point. to  oonyey  the  sound  to-; 
ward  the  listener  ;  the  day  on  .  which  we  first  approached  • 
the  Falls  was  thick  and  cloudy. 

On  that  part  of  the  road  leading  to  Lpke  Erie  which 
draws  nearest  to  the  falls,  there  is  a  small  Tillage,  consisting 
of  about  half  a  dozen  straggling  houses :  here  we  alighted, 
and  having  disposed  of  our  horses,  and  made  a  slight  repast, 
in  order,  to  prepare  us  for  the  fatigue  we  had  to  go  through, 
we  crossed  OTcr  some  fields  towards  a  deep  hollow  place 
surrounded .  with  large  trees,  from  the  bottom  of  which 
issued  thick  Tolumes  of  whitish  mist,  that  had  much  the 
appearance  of  smoke  issuing  from  large  heaps  of  burning 
weeds.  Having  come  to  the  edge  of  this  hollow  place,  we 
descended  a  steep  bank  of  about  fifty  yards,  and  then  walked 
for  some  distance  oyer  a  wet  marshy  piece  of  ground,  co- 
vered with  thick  bushes,  and  at  last  came  to  the  Table  Rock, 
so  called  from  the  remarkable  flatness  of  its  surface,  and  its 
bearing  some  similitude  to  a  table.  This  rock  is  situated 
a  little  to  the  front  of  the  great  fall,  abo^e  the  top  of  which 
it  is  elevated  about  forty  feet.  The  view  from  it  is  truly, 
sublime  ;  but  before  I  attempt  to  give  any  idea  of  the  nature 
of  this  view,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a  more  general 
survey  of  the  river  and  falls. 

Niagara  Rivei;  issues  from  the  eastern  extremity  of  Lake 
Erie,  and  after  a  course  of  thirty-six  miles  discharges  itself 
into  Lake  Ontario.  For  the  first  few  miles  from  Lake  Erie, 
the  breadth  of  the  river  is  about  three  hundred  yards,  and 
it  is  deep  enough  for  vessels  drawing  nine  or  ten  feet  water; 
but  the  current  is  so  extremely  rapid  and  irregular,  and  the 
channel  so  intricate,  on  account  of  the  numberless  large 
rocks  in'different  places,  that  no  other  vessels  than  bateaux 
ever  attempt  to  pass  along  it.  As  you  proceed  downward 
the  river  widens,  no  rocks  are  to  be  seen  either  along  tha 
shores  or  in  the  channel,  and  the  waters  glide  smoothly 
along,  though  the  curreQt  continues  very  strong.    The  river 
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nuM  tbttf  eyenly,  aad  U  BArigable  witb  tafetj  for  bateuz 
ai  fiur  as  Fort  Chippewayi  •  which  U  about  three  milea^  ahova 
ihe  Mia;  but  hare  the  badof  it  againbecomea  rockjf,  and 
the  waters  are  Tiolently  agitated  by  pasaiog  down-auccea- 
save  rapids,  ao  mueh  ao- indeed,  that  were  a  ^oat  by  any 
ohanee  to  be  carried  a  little  way*  beyond  Chippewayi  where 
people  usnally  atepi  nothing  oouldaaTe  it  from  being  dashed 
to  pieces  long  before  it  came  to  the  falls.  With  such  as« 
toniahing  impetnosity  do  the  wa^ea  break  on  the  rocks  in 
these  rapids,  that  the  mere  sight  of  them  from  the  top  06 
the  banks  is  sufficient  to  make  you  shudder.  I  nmstia 
place,  howcTer,  observe,  that  it  is  not  only  on  each  side 
the  river  that  the  waters  are  ao  much  troubled;  in  the 
middle  of  it,  though  the  current  is  also  there  uncommonly 
swift,  yet  the  breakers  are  not  so  dangeroi^s  but  boats  may 
pass  down,  if  dexterously  managed,  to  an  island  which 
divides  the  river  at  the  very  falls.  To  go  down  to  this 
island  it  is  necessary  to  set  off  at  some  distance  above  Chip-* 
peway,  where  the  current  is  even,  and  io  keep  exactly  in 
the  middle  of  the  river  the  whole  way  thither ;  if  the  boata 
were  suffered  to  get  out  of  their  course  ever  so  little,  either 
to  the  right  or  left,  it  would  be  impossible  to  stem  the  cur- 
rent, and  bring  them  again  into  it ;  they  would  be  irresisti* 
biy  carried  towards  the  falls,  and  destruction  must  ipevit* 
ably  follow.  In  returning  from  the  island  there  is  still 
more  difficulty  and  danger  than  in  going  to  it.  Notwith- 
atanding  these  circumstances,  numbers  of  persons  have  the 
foolhardiness  to  proceed  to  this  island,  merely  for  the  sake 
of  beholding  the  falls  from  the  opposite  side  of  it,  or  for  the 
sake  of  having  it  in  their  pow«r  to  say  that  they- had  been 
upon  iti 

The  river  forces  its  way  amidst  the  rocks  with  redoubled 
impetuosity,  as  it  approaches  towards  the  falls;  at  laat 
ooming  to  the  brink  of  the  tremendous  precipice,  it  tumblao 
headlong  to  the  bottom,  without  meeting  with  any  intaa- 
ruption  from  roCka  in  Its  descent*    Just  at  the  preoijpiM 
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Hie  riTer  takes  a  considerable  bend  to  tbe  right,  and  the  KM- 
of  the  (alls,  instead  of  extending  from  bank  to  bank  in  Uw* 
shortest  direction,  runs  obliquely  across.  The  width  of  t!he^ 
falls  is  considerably  greater  than  the  width  of  the  riTer^ 
measured  below  the  precipice.  The  river  does  not  riish 
down  the  precipice  in  one  unbroken  sheet,  but  it  is  divided 
by  islands  into  three  distinct  collateral  falls.  The  most 
stupendous  of  these  is  that  on  the  north«westem  or  British 
side  of  the  river,  commonly  called  the  Great,  or  Horse-shoe 
FaLf  from  its  bearing  some  resemblance  to  the  shape  of  a 
horse-shoe.  The  height  of  this  is  only  one  hundred  and 
forty- two  feet,  whereas  the  others  are  each  one  hundred  and 
sizty  feet  high ;  but  to  Its  inferior  height  it  is  indebted 
principally  for  its  gprandeur;  the  precipice,  and  of  couise 
the  bed  of  the  river  above  it,  being  so  much  lower  at  tbe 
one  side  than  at  the  other,  by  far  the  greater  part  of  the 
water  of  the  river  finds  its  way  to  the  low  side,  and  rushes 
down  with  greater  velocity  at  that  side  than  it  does  at  the 
other,  as  the  rapids  above  the  precipice  are  strongest  there. 
It  is  from  the  centre  of  the  Horse-shoe  Fall  that  arises  that 
prodigious  cloud  of  mist  which  may  be  seen  so  far  off.  The 
extent  of  the  Horse-shoe  Fall  can  only  be  ascertained  by 
the  eye ;  the  general  opinion  of  those  who  have  most  fre- 
quently viewed  it  is,  that  it  is  not  less  than  six  hundred 
yards  in  circumference.  The  island  which  separates  it  fronf 
the  next  fall  is  supposed  to  be  about  three  hundred  and  fifty 
yards  wide;  the  second  fall  is  about  five  yards  wide;  the 
next  island  about  thirty  yards;  and  the  third,  commonly 
called  the  Fort  Schloper  Fall,  from  being  situated  towards 
the  side  of  the  river  on  which  that  fort  stands,  is  adjudged 
to  measure  at  least  as  much  as  the  large  island.  The  whole 
extent  of  the  precipice,  therefore,  including  the  islands,  is, 
according  to  this  computatiou^  thirteen  hundred  and  thirty- 
five  yards.  This  is  certainly  not  an  exaggerated  statemerat. 
Some  have  supposed,  that  the  line  of  the  falls  altogether 
exceeJs  ai»  English  mile.  The  quantity  of  water  carried 
P.  V.  17.  F  F  F 
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down  the  falls  is  prodigptous.  It  will  be  found  toarooooito 
070^255  tons  per  minate,  though  calculated  simply  from  the 
following  data,  which  ought  to  be  correot,  as  coming  from 
%n  experienced  commander  of  one  of  the  King's  ships  on 
Lake  Brie,  well  acquainted  in  every  respect  with  that  body 
of  water,  vis.  that  where  Lake  Brie,  towards  its  eastern  ex* 
tremity,  is  two  miles  and  a  half  wide,  the  watei  is  six  feet 
deep,  and  the  current  runs  at  the  rate  of  two  knots  in  an 
hour ;  hut  Niagara  river,  between  this  part  of  Lake  Brie 
and  the  &lls,  receives  the  waters  of  several  large  creeks^ 
the  quantity  carried  down  the  falls  must  therefore  he  greater 
tlian  the  foregoing  computation  makes  it  to  be ;  if  we  say 
that  six  hundred  and  seven  ty-^t wo  thousand  tons  of  water  are 
precipitated  down  the  falls  every  minute,  the  quantitv  wUl 
not  probably  be  much  over-rated. 

To  return  now  to  the  Table  Ro^,  situated  on  the  British 
side  of  the  rivcr^  and  on  the  verge  of  the  Horse-shoe  Fall. 
Here  the  spectator  has  an  unobstructed  view  of  the.  tre« 
mendous  rapids  above  the  falls,  and  of  the  circumjacent 
shores,  covered  with  thick  woods;  of  the  Horae-sboe  Fall» 
some  yards  below  him ;  of  the  Fort  Schloper  Fall,  at  a  dis- 
tance  to  the  left;  and  of  the  frightful  gulph  beneath,  into 
which,  if  he  has  but  courage  to  approach  to  the  expos^ed  edge 
of  the  rock,  he  may  look  down  perpendicularly.  The  as- 
toniahmeDt  excited  in  the  mind  of  the  spectator  by  the  vast- 
ness  of  the  different  objects  which  he  contemplates  from 
hence  is  great  indeed,  and  few  persons,  on  coming  here  for 
the  first  time,  can  for  aonie  minutes  collect  themselves  suffi«» 
cieutly  to  be  able  to  form  any  tolerable  conception  of  the 
stupendous  scene  before  them.  It  is  impossible  for  the  eye 
to  embrace  the  wliole  of  it  at  once ;  it  must  gradually  mabs 
itself  acquainted,  in  the  first  place,  with  the  component  parte 
of  the  Bc^ne,  each  one  of  which  is  in  ilself  an  pl^eci  of 
wonder ;  and  such  a  length  of  time  does  this  operation  re* 
quire^  tbut  many  of  thpse  who  have  had  an  opportunity  elf 
cgn^emplati^g  the  sce^e  at  their  leisure,,  for  jepi^  tcgettiert 
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liafa  tbottght  thai  ey^y  linM  ihay  bebdd  it,  6a4b  {MUrtlMi 
appeared  more  woaderful  awl  ttbra  attUiuie^  and  IhaA  U  hm 
only  be<}n  at  the  time  of  tbmr  laal  .viait  that  they  ban  beet 
able  to  diaooYer  all  tbd  grandeulr  of.  the  eaUirao(« 

Halting  apeni  •  Considerable  tbOd  on  tbe  Table  Rook,  wo 
retnmed  to  the  fidda  the  imme  My  by  whioh  we  had  de- 
BC^ndedi  pursuant  to  the  difeetionof  tbe  oflBioer  of  engioeeia 
iccompanytog  08,  who  wee  intiinolely  aeqUittnted  wiUi  efery 
part  of  tbe  datareeti  antl  of  (he  a^joiniBg  ground,  and  wa^ 
perhaps,  the  beat  guide  that  oould  be  proeured  in  the  whole 
6uatitry.  It  would  be  possible  to  puraue  your  way  along  the 
edge  of  the  eliff,  froin  (be  Tikble  Reek,  a  conaid^ble  way 
downWStda ;  but  tbe  buahea  are  ad  ^tieeedingiy  thick,  and 
tbe  ground  so  rugged,  that  the  tuak  would  be  arduoua  in  the 
extr^ose. 

The  n^xt  spot  from  whieb  we  aurreyed  the  falls,  was  from 
the  pai't  of  (he  cliff  nearly  opposite  to  that  end  of  the  Fort 
Sehloper  Fall  which'lies  next  to  the  Island.  You  stand 
her^  on  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  behind  some  bushes,  the  tope 
of  ivbi^h  have  been  ont  down  in  order  to  open  the  view. 
From  hence  you  have  a  better  prospect  of  tbe  whole  cataract, 
and  are  enabled  to  form  si  more  correct  idea  of  the  position 
of  the  precipice,  than  (torn  any  other  place.  The  prospect 
from  hence  is  more  bea6tiful,  but  I  tbiuk  less  grand  than 
from  any  etfcer  spot.  The  officer  who  so  politely  directed 
our  movements  on  tbie  occasion  was  so  struck  with  the  view, 
that  he  once  had  a  wooden  bouse  constructed,  and  drawn 
down  hereby  oiceit,  in  which  he  lived: until  he  bad  finished 
several  diffiM*eat  draiHngi  of  the  chtaraet^  one  of  these 
we  were  grstlfied  with  tbe  sight  of,  which  eabibited  a  view 
of  the  oataraot  M  the  depth  of  winter.  When  in  a  moat  curi- 
ous and  wonderful  state.  Tbe  ice  in  winter  aeeumulatea  at 
the  bottom  of  the  cataract  in  Immense  Mouads,  and  huge 
icicles,  like  the  pillars  of  a  maaay  building,  lamg  pendant  in 
niany  pfeeea  from  the  top  of  the  preeipice,  ^uuahing  ueiily 
to  the  berttennr. 

F  F  r  3 
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UttvtBg  left  this  plaeei  we  returned  once  more  throogb 
Ike  woods  bordering  iipon  the  precipice  to  the  open  6elds, 
and  then  directed  our  coarse  by  a  circuitous  path,  about  one 
mile  in  length,  to  a  part  of  the  cliff  where  it  is  possible  to 
descend  to  the  bottom  of  the  cataract.    The  riTer,  for  many 
miles  below  the  precipice,  is  bounded  on  each  side  by  steep,  and 
in  most  parts  perpendicular  clifis,  formed  of  earth  and  rocks^ 
and  it  is  impossible  to  descend  to  the  bottom  of  them,  except 
at  two  places,  where  large  masses  of  earth  and  rocks  have 
crumbled  down,  and  ladders  have  been  placed  from  one  break 
to  another,  for  the  accommodation  of  passengers.    The  first 
of  these  places  which  you  come  to  in  walking  along  the  river, 
from  the  Horse-shoe  Fall  downwards,  is  called  the  *'  Indian 
Ladder,*  the  ladders  having  been  constructed  there  by  thf> 
Indians.     These  ladders,  as  they  are  called,  of  which  there 
are  several,  one  below  the  other,  consist  simply  of  long  pine 
trees,  with  notches  cut  in  their  sides,  for  the  passenger  to 
rest  his  feet  on.    The  trees,  even  when  first  placed  there, 
would  vibrate  as  you  stepped  upon  them,  owing  to  their 
being  so  long  and  slender;  age  has  rendered  them  still  less 
firm,  and  they  now  certainly  cannot  be  deemed  safe,  though 
many  persons  are  still  in  the  habit  of  descending  by  their 
means.     We  did  not  attempt  to  get  to  the  bottom  of  the 
cliff  by  this  route,  but  proceeded  to  the  other  place,  which  is 
lewer  down  the  river,  called  Mrs.  Simcoe*s  Ladder,  the 
ladders  .having  been  originally  placed  there  for  the  accom* 
modation  of  the  lady  of  the  governor.    This  route  is  much 
more  frequented  than  the'  other ;  the  ladders,  properly  so 
called,  are  strong,  and  firn>Iy  placed,  and  none  of  them, 
owing  to  the  frequent  breaks  in  the  cliff,  are  required  to  be 
of  such  a  great  length  but  what  even  a  lady  might  pass  up 
or  down  them  without  fear  of  danger.     To  descend  over  the 
nigged  rocks,  however,  the  whole  way  down  to  the  bottom 
of  the  cliff,  is  certainly  no  trifling  undertaking,  and  few 
ladies,  1  believe,  could  be  found  of  sufficient  strength  of 
body  to  encounter  the  fatigue  of  such  an  expeditioo. 
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On  wrrif  jbg  at  the  bottom  of  tbe  cUiB&  ]»m£ii4i9«wii|f  in 


the  midst  of  huge  piles  of  mis-shapea  nMsks«.:,wiUi.,gr9il 
messes  of  earth  and  rooks  prq{eotiog  from  .tbi^side.itf  tjhie 
elil^  and  oYergrown  with  pines  and  cedars  hanging  over  jonr 
head»  apparently  ready  to  crumble  down  and  onisbyoiL^ 
atoms.  Many  of  the  large  trees  grow  with  tbeir  heads 
down  wards,  being  suspended  by  their  roots,  which  had  taken 
such  a  firm  hold  in  tbe  ground  at  the  top  of  the  clifiv  that 
when  part  of  it  gave  way  the  trees  did  not  fall  altogethes. 
The  river  before  you  here  is  somewhat  more  than  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  wide ;  and  on  the  opposite  side  of  it,  a  little  to  the 
right,  the  Fort  Sohloper  Fall,  is  seen  to  great  adf  antage  ; 
what  you  see  of  the  Horse^shoe  Fall  also  appears  in  a  Tery 
filwurable  point  of  Tiew ;  tbe  projecting  cliff  conceals  neariy 
one  half  of  it  •  The  Fort  Scbloper  Fall,  is  skirted  at  bottom 
by  milk  white  foam,  which  ascends  in  thick  Tolumes  from 
the  rocks ;  but  it  is  not  seen  io  rise  above  the  &1I  lilui 
a  cloud  of  smoke,  as  is  the  case  at  the  Horse-shoe  Fall ; 
nevertheless  the  spray  is  so  considerable,  that  it  descends  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  at  the  foot  of  Simcoe^s  Lad- 
der, like  rain. 

Having  reached  the  margin  of  the  river,  we  proceeded 
towards  the  Great  Fall,  along  the  strand,  which  for  a  con* 
siderable  part  of  the  way  thither  consists  of  horisontal  beds 
of  limestone  rock,  covered  with  gravel,  ^except,  indeed, 
where  great  piles  of  stone  have  fallen  from  the  sides  of  the 
cliff.  These  horisontal  beds  of  rocks,  in  some  places,  extend 
very  far  into  the  river,  forming  points  which  break  the  force 
of  tbe  current,  and  occasion  strong  eddies  along  particular 
parts  of  tbe  shore.  Here  great  numbers  of  the  bodies  of 
fishes,  squirrels,  foxes,  and  various  other  animals,  unable 
to  stem  the  current  of  the  river  above  the  falls,  have  been 
carried  down  the  precipice.  The  timber  is  generally  terribly 
shattered,  and  the  carcases  of  all  the  Isrge  animala,  partU 
cularly  of  the  large  fishes,  are  found  very  much  bruised.  A 
ilreacirul  sttBok  arises  from  the  quantity  of  putrici matter 
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lyings  OB  the  wkme^  mkI  nomberiaM  birds  of  pf«)r»  attraoM 
hj  it,  are  always  seen  heteriag  roaad  the  |^os« 

Amon^t  the  matty  oamsroos  alariea  eurrsal  in  the  eoan* 
try^  relating  to  this  wonderful  eataraeti  there  is  one  that 
records  tlie  hapless  fate  of  a  poorlndian,  wliieb  I  seieot^  as 
the  truth  is  unqiiestionaUe.  The  UDfortunale  hero  of  thia 
tale,  intoxicated,  It  seems,  with  spirits,  liad  laid  himself 
down  to  sleep  at  the  bottote  of  his  oanoe,  which  was  fastened 
to  the  beach  at  the  distance  of  some  miles  above  the  faHa. 
His  squaw  sat  on  the  shore  to  watch  him.  Whilst  thej 
were  in  this  sitaation,  a  sailor  from  one  of  the  ships  of  war 
on  the  neighlKniring'  lakes  happened  to  pass  byj  be  waa 
struck  with  the  charms  of  the  sqimW)  and  instantly  deter- 
mined open  enjoying  them.  The  fatthfhl  creature,  however, 
unwilling  to  gratify  bis  desires,  hastened  to  the  eanoe  to 
arouse  her  husband ;  but  before  she  ceuld  effect  her  puifposei, 
the  sailor  cut  the  cord  by  which  the  canoe  was  fastened,  and 
set  it  adrift.  It  quickly  floated  away  with  tiie  stream  from 
the  fatal  spot,  and  ere  many  minutes  elapsed,  was  carried 
down  into  the  midst  of  the  rapids.  Bei^  it  was  distinctly 
seen  by  several  persons  that  were  standing  on  the  adjacent 
shore,  whose  attention  had  been  Caught  by  the  singularity  of 
the  appearance  of  a  canoe  in  such  a  part  of  the  river.  The 
violent  motion  of  the  waves  soon  awoke  the  Indian;  he 
started  up,  looked  wildly  aronnd)  and  perceiving  his  danger, 
instantly  seized  his  paddle,  and  made  the  most  surprising 
exertions  to  save  himself;  but  finding  in  a  little  time  that  aH 
his  efforts  would  be  of  no  avaH  in  stemming  the  impetuosity 
of  the  current,  he  with  great  composure' put  aside  his  paddle^ 
wrapt  himself  up  In  his  blanket,  and  again  laid  himself  down 
in  the  bottom  of  the  canoe.  In  a  few  seconds  he  was  har- 
ried down  the  precipice,  but  neither  he  nor  his  canoe  were 
ever  seen  more.  It  is  supposed  that  not  more  than  one^ 
third  of  the  different  things  that  hapi>en  to  be  carried  down 
the  falTs  re-tppear  at  the  bottom. 

From  the  fi>ot  of  Skmcoa*s  Ladder  yon  may  watk  along  the 
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ttrand  for  some  distenoe  wiihoat  iBCODTemenae  ;  bat  at  yom 
approach  the  Horse-shoe  Fall,  the  iray  beoomea  more  and 
more  rugged.  In  some  places  where  the  oliff  has  oruHibled 
down,  huge  moands  of  earth,  rocks,  and  trees,  reaebing"  to 
the  water's  edge,  oppose  your  course ;  it  seems  impossible  to 
pass  chem  ;  and  indeed,  without  a  guide,  a  stranger  would 
ncTcr  find  his  way  to  the  opposite  side  ;  for  to  get  there  it 
is  necessary  to  mount  nearly  to  their  top,  and  then  to  crawl 
on  your  hands  and  knees  through  long  dark  holes,  where 
passages  are  left  open  between  the  torn  up  rocks  and  trees. 
After  passing  these  mounds,  you  haTe  to  dl*mb  from  rock  to 
rock  close  und<  r  the  dtff,  far  there  is  but  littla  space  here 
between  the  ctifF  and  the  river,  and  these  rocks  are  ao 
slippery,  owing  to  the  continual  m«fisture  frm^the  spray^ 
which  descends  ^ery  heavily,  without  the  utmost  precaution 
it  is  scarcely  possible  to  escape  a  fall.  At  the  dtstanee  of  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  Great  Fall  we  were  as  wet,  omn^ 
to  the  spray,  as  if  each  had  been  thrown  into  the  river. 

There  is  nothing  whatsoever  to  prevent  you  from  passing 
to  the  foot  of  the  Great  Fall ;  and  you  might  even  proceed 
behind  the  prodigi<nis  sheet  of  water  that  comes  pouring 
down  from  the  top  of  the  precipice,  for  the  water  falls  from 
the  edge  of  a  projecting  rock  ;  and,  moreover,  caverns  of  a 

• 

very  considerable  size  have  been  hollowed  out  of  the  rocks 
at  the  bottom  of  the  precipice,  owing  to  the  violent  ehuUUion 
of  the  water,  which  extends  some  way  underneath  tlie  bed 
of  the  upper  part  of  the  river.  I  advanced  within  about  six 
yards  of  l^he  edge  of  the  sheet  of  water,  just  far  enough  to 
peep  into  the  caverns  behind  it;  but  here  my  breath  was 
nearly  taken  away  by  the  violent  wirlwind  that  always 
rages  at  the  bottom  of  the  cataract,  occasioned  by  the  eon>^ 
cussion  of  such  u  vast  body  of  water  agaiust  the  rocks.  I 
confess  1  had  no  inclination  at  the  time  to  go  farther;  nor^ 
indeed,  uny  of  us  afterwards  attempted  te  explore  the 
dreary  confines  of  these  caverns,  where  deaAb  seemed  I0 
await  h)m that  should  be4hiring eaoii^ loentee thefi4hreal* 
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enio;  jftws.  No  words  can  convey  an  adequate  idea  of  IIm 
grandeur  of  the  scene  at  this  place.  Your  senses  are  ap- 
palled by  the  sight  of  the  immense  body  of  water  that  cornea 
pouring  down  so  closely  to  you  from  the  top  of  the  stopeod* 
ous  precipice,  and  by  the  thundering  sound  of  the  billowa 
dashing  against  the  rocky  sides  of  the  caverns  below;  yoo 
tremble  with  reTcreniial  fear,  when  you  consider  that  a  blast 
of  the  whirlwind  might  sweep  you  from  off  the  slippery 
rocks  on  which  you  stand ,  and  precipitate  you  into  the  dread- 
ful gulph  beneath,  from  whence  all  the  power  of  man  could 
not  extricate  you ;  you  feel  what  an  insignificant  being  yo« 
are  in  the  creation,  and  your  mind  is  forcibly  impressed  with 
an  awful  idea  of  the  power  of  that  mighty  Being  who  com« 
manded  the  waters  to  flow. 

Since  the  Falls  of  Niagara  were  first  discoTered  they  hav* 
receded  very  considerably,  owing  to  the  disrupture  of  the 
rocks  which  form  the  precipice.  The  rocks  at  bottom  are 
first  loosened  by  the  constant  action  of  water  upon  them ; 
they  are  afterwards  carried  away,  and  those  at  top  being 
thus  undermined,  are  soon  broken  by  the  weight  of  the 
water  rushing  over  them  ;  even  within  itbe  memory  of  many 
of  the  present  inhabitants  of  the  country,  the  falls  have  re* 
ceded  several  yards.  The  commodore  of  the  King's  vessels  on 
Luke  Erie,  who  had  been  employed  on  that  lake  for  upwards 
of  thirty  years,  said,  that  when  he  first  came  into  the  country 
it  was  a  common  practice  for  young  men  to  go  to  the  island 
in  the  middle  of  the  falls ;  that  after  dining  there,  they  used 
frequently  to  dare  each  other  to  walk  into  the  river  towards 
certain  large  rocks  in  the  midst  of  the  rapids,  not  far  from 
the  edge  of  the  falls;  and  sometimes  to  proceed  through  the 
water,  even  beyond  these  rocks.  No  such  rocks  are  to  be 
seen  at  present ;  and  were  a  man  to  advance  two  yards  into 
the  river  from  the  island,  he  would  be  inevitably  swept  away 
by  the  torrent.  It  has  been  conjectured,  that  the  Falls  of 
Niagara  were  originally  situated  at  Queenstown  -,  and  indeed 
the  more  pains  you  take  to  examine  the  course  of  the  river 
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from  ttie  present  falb  dowawArd^the  more  reason  is.  tlieie  Ao 
ioB^gine  that  such  a  coDJeoture  is  well  foimded.  .  From  the 
{NPempioe  oeerly  down  te  Queensiown,  the  ^ed  of  the  ii?er 
is  istrewed  with  lar^s  rooks,  and  the  banks  are  broken  and 
nigged ;  oircumstanees  whiob  plainly  denote  that  some  great 
disniptioB  has  taken  place  along  this  part  of  the  riTer  s  and 
we  need  be  at  no  loss  to  aooount  for  it,  as  there  are  evident 
marks  of  the  action  of  water  upon  the  sides  of  the  banks^ 
and  considerably  above  their  present  bases*  .  Now  the  river 
has  never  been  known  to  rise  neac  these  marks  during  the 
greatest  floods ;  it  is  plaioy  therefore,  that  its  bed  must  have 
been  once  mudi  more  elevated  than  it  is  at  present  Below 
Queenstown,  however,  there  are  no  traces  on  the  banks  to 
lead  usio  imagine  that  the  level  of  the  water  was  ever  much 
higher  there  than  it  is  now.  The  sudden  increase  of- the 
depth  of  the  river  just  below  the  hills  at  Queenstown,  and 
its  sudden  expansion  there  at  the  same  time,  seem  to  indi« 
cate  that  the  waters  must  for  a  great  length  of  time  have 
fallen  from  the  top  of  the  hills,  and  thus  have  formed  that 
extensive  deep  basin  below  the  village.  In  the  river,  a  mila 
or  two  above  Queens  town,  there  is  a  tremendous  whirlpool, 
owing  to  a  deep  hole  in  the  bed ;  this  hole  was  probably  also 
formed  by  the  waters  falling  for  a  great  length  of  time  on  the 
same  spot,  in  consequence  of  the  rooks  which  composed  the 
then  precipice  having  remained  firmer  than  those  at  any 
other  place  did.  Tradition  tells  us,  that  the  great  fall,  in* 
stead  of  having  been  in  the  form  of  a  horse-shoe,  once  pro- 
jected in  the  middle.  For  a  century  past,  however,  it  bos 
remained  nearly  in  the  present  form ;  and  as  the  ebullition 
of  the  water  at  the  bottom  of  the  cataract  is  so  much  greater 
at  the  centre  of  this  fall  than  in  any  other  part,  and  as 
the  water  consequently  acts  with  more  force  therein  under- 
mining the  precipice  than  at  any  other  part,  it  is  not  unlikely 
that  it  may  remain  nearly  in  the  same  form  for  ages  to 
come. 

▲t  the  bottom  of  the  Horse-shoe  Fall  is  found  a  kind  of 
P.  V.  18-  Geo 
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white  concrete  substanee^  by  the  people  of  the  o^ttetrj, 
•albd  spray.  Some  persons  have  supposed  IhAt  It  ifs  fonaed 
from  earthly  particles  of  the  water^  which  dese^mffaif , 
owing  to  their  great  speciiie  gravityi  quicker  than  the  other 
particles,  adhere  to  the  rocks,  and  are  there  formed  into  a 
mass*  Thi^  concrete  substance  has  precisely  tiie  appear^ 
ance  of  petrified  froth  ;  and  it  is  remarkable  that  it  is  found 
adhering  to  those  rocks  against  which  the  greatest  quantity 
tif  the  froth  that  floats  upon  the  water,  is  washed  by  the  edcBes. 

We  did  not  think  of  ascending  the  cliff  till  (he  cYcniag 
was  far  adfanoed,  and  bad  it  been  possible  to  hare  found 
our  way  up  in  the  dark,  1  verily  believe  we  should  have 
remained  at  the  bottom  of  it  until  midnight.  Just  as  we 
left  the  foot  of  the  great  fall  the  sun  broke  Ihroogh"  the 
clouds,  and  one  of  the  most  beautiful  and  perfect  rainbows 
that  ever  I  beheld  waa  exhibited  in  the  spray  that  arose 
from  the  fall.  It  is  only  at  evening  and  morning  that  the 
rainbow  is  seen  in  perfection ;  for  the  banks  of  (he  river, 
and  the  steep  precipice,  shade  the  sun  from  tke  spray  at  the 
bottom  of  the  finil  in  the  middle  of  the  day. 

The  Falls  of  Niagara  are  much  less  difficult  of  access 
BOW  than  they  were  some  years  ago ;  Charlevoix,  who 
visited  them  in  the  year  1720,  tells  us,  chat  they  were  only 
to  be  viewed  from  one  spot ;  and  that  from  theoce  the  spee« 
tator  had  only  a  side  prospect  of  them.  Had  he  been  able 
to  have  descended  to  the  bottom,  he  would  have  had  ocular 
demonstration  of  the  existence  of  caverns  underneath  the 
precipice,  which  he  supposed  to  be  the  case  from  the  hollow 
sound  of  the  falling  of  the  waters ;  from  the  number  of 
carcases  washed  up  there  on  different  parts  of  the  strand, 
he  would  also  have  been  convinced  of  the  truth  of  a  cir- 
cumstance which  he  totally  disbelieved,  namely, that. fish 
were  oftentimes  unable  to  stem  the  rapid  current  above  the 
falls,  and  were  consequently  carried  down  the  precipice. 

The  most  favour  ble  season  for  visiting  the  falls  is  about 
the  middle  of  September  i  for  then  the  woods  are  seen  ni  all 
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their  glory,  beautifully  Tariegated  witb  the  rich  liots  of  an- 
luinn ;  and  the  apeetator  is  not  then  aanoyed  ivitb  ? eraiin. 
In  the  summer  season  you  meet  with  raitle^snakes  at  every 
atq>y  and  mosquitoes  swarm  so  tliickly  in  the. air,  that  to 
use  a  eommou  phrase  of  the  eountry,  **  you  nuigbt  eut  ihem 
with  a  knife.'*  The  oold 'nights  in  the  beginning  of  Sep* 
tcmber  effeotually  banish  these  noxious,  animals. 

The  natives  who  visit  Cumberland  House  calculate  the 
value  of  all  articles  by  beaver  skins ;  a  black  fox  skin  or  a 
large  bear  skin  is  equal  to  four  beaver  skins,  and  so  of  all 
other  aninmls.  A  fowling* piece  will  purchase  fifteen  beaver 
skins,  and  a  coarse  woollen  blanket  is  equal  to  eighiskins. 
These  regulations  do  not  bear  a  correct  proportioa  as  to 
their  cost  >  by  the  trading  eompaaiee ;  but  having  obtained 
this  staadard,  their  dealings  are  regulated  by  this  rulei. 

The  Indians  obtain  eredtt  for  their  articles  in  the  autumn^ 
and  are  to  repay  by  skins  which  they  procure  by  hunting'  in 
the  course  of  the  winter.  In  general  they  faithfully  fulfil 
their  engagements. 

The  Hudson's  Bay  Company  have  about  thirty  men- at 
Port  Cumberland,  and  about  the  same  number  of  women 
and  children.  The  North-west  Compsny  have  still  a  greater 
number.  Their  support  is  principally  fish  caught  at  Beaver 
Lake,  about  fifty  miles  distance,  where  nearly  three  thou- 
sand were  oanght  during  the  season  in  which  Csptain  Frank- 
lin's party  wintered  there.  ^'     ■■ 

The  greater  part  of  the  servants  of  the  company  teike 
Indian  women  for  their  wives,  and  their  progeny  are  be- 
coming very  numerous.  There  is  indeed  bnt  little  restraint 
upon  their  moral  conduct;  and  as  there  Is  not  the  oppor- 
tunity of  much  education,  they  ei'iinot  be  expected  to  mani- 
fest stentinients  and  (eelrngs  which  are  congenial  to  European 
manners.  The  girls  are  frequently  wivos  at  tWdve  years  of 
age ;  and  sometimes  they  sell  tbehr  wIvM  for  a  season  or 
altogether,  receiving  some  small  articles  fal  exchange. 

Having  given  a  description  of  the  names,  obaraeior, 
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general  habits  of  many  of  the  various  tribes  scattered  •ver 
the  eeld  oortUern  parts  of  America,  it  will  be  proper  to  f«4 
sume  the  Darrative. 

Captain  FrankliD  baTing  determined  to  proceed  during 
the  winter  beyond  the  Great  Slave  Lake»  as  stated  in  the 
former  part  of  this  work,  in  order  to  procare  such  further 
information  as  the  servants  of  the  Companies  resident  there 
nrigbt  afford,  and  being-fiirnishefl  with  the  neoessary  equip- 
ments, set  out  on  his  journey  on  thelSth  df  Janttary»18S0. 
The  party  consisted  of  Captain  Franklin,  Mr*  Back,  and 
John   Hepburn.     Each    individual  carried   a  blanket,  a 
hatchet,  a  flinty  steel  and  tinder.    They  had  two  sledges, 
and  two  carioles,  which  is  a  sledge  with  a  covering  of  lea- 
ther affixed  so  as  to  embrace  the  lower  part  of  the  body. 
They  wore  leathern  troweers,  which  dosed  round  the  mo« 
cassins  or  Indiafi  shoes,  so  as  to  keep  out  the  snow.    The 
gentlemen  who  managed  the  cooceraeof  the  two  companies 
provided  the  dogs  which  were  necessary  to  draw  the  sledges, 
and  proper  persons  to  drive  them.    They  also  attended  to 
the  providing  and  arrangement  of  the  articles  necessary  to 
be  taken,  which  when  stowed  in  the  sledges^  almost  filled 
them.     Three  dogs  were  attached  to  each  sledge,  which 
when  filled  was  rather  more  than  three  hundred  pounds, 
and  with  this  the  dog^  generally  proceeded  at  the  rate  of 
about  fifteen  miles  a  day.    Dr.  Richardson,  Mr.  Hood  and 
Mr.  Connolly  accompanied  the  party  a  short  distance,  and 
then  returned  to  Cumberland  House,  bidding  farewell  for 
a  season  to  their  companions 

Mr.  Mackenxie  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  joined  the 
party  with  four  sledges,  having  to  go  to  Isle  a  la  Crosse. 
The  snow  being  deep  the  party  proceeded  in  a  line,  so  that 
each  followed  in  the  same  track.  After  proceeding  about 
six  miles  they  encamped  for  the  night ;  after  clearing  the 
ground  and  covering  the  place-  with  branches  of  trees,  they 
spread  their  blankets  upon  them,  and  making  a  good  fire 
composed  themselves  to  sleep  in  the  open  air. 


k 


TO  THB  POLAR  8E4.  411 

Oo  the  tUrd  day  of  Ibeir  jouroey  they  were  oferiakcD  by 
Mr.  iBbeeteff  belong ing  to  (he  Hudson's  Bay  Cunpiby, 
and  an  Orkney  man  who  was  a  servant  of  the  Company. 
Mr.  Isbester's  province  was  to  collect  fnrs  from  the  Indians. 
For  this  purpose  he  had  to  seek  out  the  Indians  on  parts  of 
this  dreary  waste  where  it  had  been  previously  agpreed  tlMy 
should  hunt*  With  this  precarious  information  he  went  for- 
ward apparently  without  concern,  although  he  had  not  more 
than  a  week's  provision  ;  and  although  it  frequently  occurs 
that  the  Indians  remove  from  the  appointed  places  of  meet* 
ing  when  their  efibrts  are  attended  with  but  little  success ; 
indeed  he  had  on  a  former  journey  been  four  days  without 
food  either  for  himself  or  dogs. 

Oo  the  twenty-fourth  they  met  with  two  dead  red  deer, 
at  the  base  of  a  precipice.  It  was  supposed  that  they  had 
been  driven  over  the  precipice  by  a  party  of  wolves.  It  is 
said  that  while  a  herd  is  quietly  grazing,  the. wolves, 
who  are  upon  the  watch  for  their  prey,  will  often  assemble 
in  great  numbers  and  so  surround  the  herd,  that  having  no 
means  of  escape  any  other  way,  they  jump  from  these  high 
cliffs  and  are  often  killed  by  the  fall.  A  wolf  this  day  passed 
close  by  the  man  that  was  beating  the  track,  but  offered  no 
violence. 

Ou  the  twenty-sixth,  after  travelliog  seventeen  miles,  they 
came  to  a  deserted  house  belonging  to  the  Company  at 
Upper  Nippeween,  .where  they  passed  the  night;  but  the 
dilapidated  state  of  the  house,  being  without  doors  or  win- 
dows, afforded  them  so  little  sbeltery  that  they  found  the 
place  less  comfortable  than  sleeping  in  the  open  air.  The 
following  morning  was  severely  cold ;  but  as  there  was  little 
wind  they  did  not  experience  more  inconvenience  than .  for- 
merly, and  found  that  it  was  not  altogether  the  temperature 
of  the  weather,  but  the  force  of  the  wind,  which  affected  tbeir 
feelings  the  most.  "  -.      ' 

In  the  course  of  the  twenty-seventh  the  par|y  passed  the 
ruins  of  an  estabUshment  which  the  tra^erpi  had  been  com* 
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pelied  io  cAindoii  through  the  fraudttlent  hibiis  #f  the  fttoua 
iUdiMSi  "mho  not  only  stole  all  they  pottibly  couldi  but  ■oio 
yeairs  prieviotts  htd  murdered  the  ptrty  who  reeided  hero. 

Od  the  tweiity-ntfith  the  party  arrif  ed  at  a  plaoe  aear  Iho 
Net-Botttrtg  RiTefy  where  there  is  a  figure  of  their  god 
Kepooehikawn,  which  was  fermefly  held  in  Teneratioa 
and  is  still  respected.  Fonaerly  oflfinriiigs  were  made  to  it 
in  abondam^y  but  the  reputation  in  which  this  god  was  held 
has  muoh  dedined*  By  this  time  the  provisions  became 
scarce,  and  the  dogs  had  been  so  scantily  supplied  that  they 
forced  open  a  bo:s,  colitalningTarious-otberartieleSy  topro- 
cure  a  small  piece  of  meat  which  had  been  placed  there  hr 
security.  ' 

At  day-light  on  the  thirty-first  the  party  renewed  their 
Journey^  aikxibus  to  gei  to  Carlton  House^  the  next  slation 
of  the  Hudson*s'Bdy  Company.  Here  they  aitiTed  about 
noon,  iftnd  met  with  a  welcome  reception  f^om  Mr.  Prudent 
who  had  charge  of  the  place.  They  were  quickly  supplied 
with  buflalo  steaks,  to  appease  thdir  hungry  appetites ;  and 
afterwards  enjoyed  the  further  comforts  of  a  change  of 
dress,  having  travelled  for  fourteen  daya  without  possessing 
the  means  of  doing  so. 

Captain  Franklin  felt  disappointed  at  learning  that  a  party 
of  the  Stone  Indiana  had  left  the  house  the  preceding  day, 
as  he  was  particularly  desirous  of  seeing  them  ;  however  he 
was  afterwards  so  far  gratified  as  to  find  that  every  day  dur- 
ing his  residence  at  Carlton  House,  one  or  more  of  these 
people  came  there.  Their  appearance  indicated  nothing  of 
that  ferocity  of  character  which  is  attributed  to  them.  Tbehr 
countenances  are  aflable  and  pleasing,  their  eyes  large  and 
expressive,  nose  aquiline,  teeth  whke  and  regular,  the 
forehead  boid,  the  cheek-bones  rather  high.  Their  figurfe 
is  usually  good,  above  the  middle  siae,  with  slender,  imt 
well  proportioned  limbs.  Their  colour  is  a  light  copper, 
and  they  have  a  profusion  of  very  black  hair,  which  hanga 
over  the  ears,  and  shadea  the  face.    Their  dress,  which  ia 
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4^xtremely BMi tod  confenienl^  coBikto  of  a.veslaiidlraw- 
aerii  of  kfttber  fitted  to. the  body ;  oirer  these  a  bufiUo  robe 
is  throfVD  gracefully.  These  dresses  are  ia  geaeral  oleaaed 
with  white  mud^  a  sort  t>f  marli  though  some  use  red  earth, 
a  Juad  of  bog-iron-ore  i  but  this  ooleur.  ueithelr  looks  so 
Ugbtj  nor  forms  such  an  agreeable  eoatrast  as  the  white  witb 
theblaok  hair  of  the  rube*  .  Their  quiver  baags  behind  them, 
and  in  the  hand  is  carried  the  bow^  with  an  lyrrow  always 
ready  for  attacii  or  defence^  and  soroetimea  they  have  a  gun  | 
they  also  carry,  a  bag  containing  materials  for  nuikioga  fire^ 
some  tobacco,  the  calumet  or  pipe,  and  whatever  valiiables 
they  possess. '  This  bag  is  neatly  oraamented  with  porcupine 
quills.  Thus  equipped,  the  Stone  Indian  bears  himself  with 
an  air  of  perfiBct  independence.  • 

The  only  articles  of  European  commerce  th^y  require  in 
exchange  for  the  meat  they  furnish  to  the  trading  post,  are 
tobacco,  knives,  ammunition,  and  spirits,  and  occasionally 
some  beads,  but  more  frequently  buttons,  which  they  string 
in  their  hair  as  ornaments.  A  successful  hunter  will  proba- 
bly have  two  or  three  doaen  of  them  hanging  at  equal  dis- 
tances on  loeks  of  hair,  from  each  side  of  the  forehead.  At 
ihe  end  of  these  locks,  small  coral  bells  are  sometimes  at* 
tacbed,  which  tingle  at  every  motion  of  the  bead,  a  noise 
which  seems  greatly  to  deliglit  the  wearer ;  soroetimra  strings 
of  buttons  are  bound  round  the  bead  like  a  tiara ;  and  a 
bunch  of  feathers  gracefiilly  crowns  the  bead. 

The  Stone  Indians  steal  whatever  they  can,  particularly 
horses ;  these  animals  they  maintain  are  common  property, 
sent  by  the  Almighty  for  the  general  use  of  man,  and  there- 
fore may  be  taken  wherever  met  with ;  still  they  admit  the 
right  of  the  owners  to  watch  them,  and  to  prevent  theft  if 
possible.  This  avowed  disposition  on  their  part  calls  forth 
the  strictest  Tigilance  at  the  dtflferent  posts  ;  notwithstand- 
ing which  the  most  daring  attacks  are  often  made  with  suc- 
cess, someUmes  on  parties  of  three  or  four,  but  oftener  on 
individuals.    About  two  years  ago  a  band  of  them  had  the 
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audacity  to  attempt  to  take  away  some  horses  which  werm 
gracing  before  the  gate  of  the  North*west  Company^s  fort ; 
and^  after  braTiag  the  fire  from  the  few  people  then  at  the 
estiblishment  through  the  whole  day,  and  returning  their 
shots  occaoo  ally»  they  actually  sueceeded  in  their  enter* 
prise.  One  man  was  killed  on  each  side.  They  usually 
strip  defenceless  persons  whom  they  meet  of  all  their  gar- 
ments, but  particularly  of  those  which  have  buttons,  and 
leave  them  to  travel  home  in  that  state,  however  severe  the 
weather.  If  resistance  be  expected,  they  not  unfrequently 
murder  before  they  attempt  to  rob.  The  traders^  when  they 
travel,  invariably  keep  some  men  on  guard  to  prevent  sur- 
prise, whilst  the  others  sleep ;  and  often  practise  the  strata- 
gem  of  lighting  a  fire  at  sun-set,  which  they  leave  burning, 
and  move  on  after  dark  to  a  more  distant  encampment— yet 
these  precautions  do  not  always  baffle  the  depredators.  Such 
is  the  description  of  men  whom  the  traders  of  this  river  have 
constantly  to  guard  against.  It  must  require  a  long  resi- 
dence among  them,  and  much  experience  of  their  manners, 
to  overcome  the  apprehensions  their  hostility  and  threats  are 
calculated  to  excite.  Through  fear  of  having  their  provision 
and  supplies  entirely  cut  oiT,  the  traders  are  often  obliged  to 
overlook  the  grossest  offences,  even  murdery  though  ilie 
delinquents  present  themselves  with  unblushing  effrontery 
almost  immediately  after  the  fact,  and  perhaps  boast  of  iu 
They  do  not^  on  detection,  consider  themselves  under  any 
obligation  to  deliver  up  what  they  have  stolen  without  re- 
ceiving an  equivalent. 

The  Stone  Indians  keep  in  amity  with  their  neighbours 
the  Crees  from  motives  of  interest ;  and  the  two  tribes  unite 
in  determined  hostility  against  the  nations  dwelling  to  tlie 
westward,  which  are  generally  called  Slave  Indians— « 
term  of  reproach  applied  by  the  Crees  to  those  tribes  against 
whom  they  have  waged  successful  wars.  The  Slave  Indiana 
are  said  greatly  to  resemble  the  Stone  Indians,  being  equally 
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desperate  and  daring^  in  tiicir  acts  of  ag^gression  and  db- 
bonesty  towards  the  traders. 

Tbe^  paities  goto  war  almost  every  summer,  aftd  sonile« 
timea  muster  three  or  four  hundred  bursemen  on  each  side* 
Their  leadersi  in  approaching  the  foe,  exercise  all  the  cau* 
lion  of  the  most  skilful  generals  ;  ami  whenever  either  party 
<^onsiders  that  it  has  gained  the  best  ground,  or  finds  it  can 
surprise  the  other/ the  attack  is  made.  They  advance  at 
once  to  close  quarters,  and  the  slaughter  is  consequently 
^reat,  though  the  iKittle  may  be  short  The  prisoners  of 
(^Ith^t*  sex  are' seldom  spared,  but  slain  on  the  spot  with 
wanton  cruelty.  The  d^ad  are  scalped,  and  he  is  consi- 
dered the  bravest  person  who  bears  the  greatest  number  of 
scalps  from  the  field.  These  are  afterwards  attached  to  his 
war  dri^ss,  and  worn  as  proofs  of  his  prowess.  The  victori* 
ous  party,  during  a  certain  time,  blackeli  their  faces  and 
every  part  of  their  dress  in  token  of  joy,  and  in  (hat  st^te 
they  often  come  to  the  establisliment,  if  near,  to  testify  their 
delight  by  dancing  and  singing,  bearing  all  the  horrid  in* 
signia  of  war,  to  display  their  individual  feats.  When  in 
mourning,  thev  completely  cove^  their  dress  and  hair  with 
white  mud. 

On  the  sixth  of  February  the  party  accompanied  Mr.  Pni- 
dens  to  an  encampment  of  Cree  Indians,  about  six  milea 
from  the  house.  The  largest  tent  belonged  to  the  chief, 
who  gave  them  a  hearty  welcome.  Fresh  grass  was  spread 
on  the  ground,  and  bufiklo  skins  placed  for  them  to  sit  on. 
After  a  short  conversation  the  English  party  invited  the 
Indians  to  smoke  the  calumet,  upon  wliich  others  joined  the 
party,  and  the  women  and  children  retired,  as  was  always 
the  custom  on  such  occasions.  The  oalumet  having  been 
lighted,  on  being  handed  to  the  chief,  he  pointed  with  it  to 
the  four  cardinal  points,  and  taking  three  whiSa  gave  the 
calumet  to  the  Indian  who  sat  next  him ;  this  person  having 
taken  the  same  number  of  whifia  banded  it  to  the  next  and 
thus  it  went  round.     After  this  some  spirits  mixed  with 
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water  were  banded  to  the  chief,  on  receiying  which  he  ad* 
dressed  a  prayer  to  the  Great  Spirit  that  he  would  cause 
plenty  of  bufTaloes  to  come  into  their  pound,  that  they  all 
might  enjoy  health,  and  also  other  blessings.  In  the  course 
of  his  supplications,  his  companions  frequently  exclaimed 
aba !  Having  concluded  his  address,  he  drank  of  the  liquor 
and  passed  it  to  the  next,  and  it  went  round  as  before.  When 
these  ceremonies  were  concluded,  the  whole  party  indulged 
more  freely  in  smoking  and  drinking  as  suited  their  inclina- 
tions. One  indiTidual  Indian  howcTer  not  indulging  in  these 
pursuits,  was  rediculed  for  his  forbearance  ;  but  it  appeared 
by  the  statement  of  the  residents  at  Carlton  House,  that  his 
conduct  as  a  hunter,  and  in  all  his  dealings,  was  most  con* 
sistent  and  upright,  and  that  his  refraining  from  a  participa- 
tion of  these  indulgences  was  in  consequence  of  his  convic- 
tion of  their  injurious  tendency. 

During  the  aboTe  visit  some  Stone  Indiana  arrived,  and 
were  invited  to  partake  of  the  entertainment.  Captain 
Franklin  being  considered  by  these  people  as  a  considerable 
chief,  took  upon  himself  to  harangue  them  on  the  necessity  of 
their  being  kind  to  the  traders,  and  in  being  careful  to  pro- 
vide them  with  provisions  and  skins.  He  also  required  them 
not  to  commit  thefts,  and  said  that  if  they  attended  to  his  ad- 
Tice  he  would  mention  their  conduct  to  their  Great  Father 
(by  which  they  understand  the  king  of  Great  Britain),  and 
that  in  so  doing  they  would  acquire  his  esteem  and  friend- 
ship. To  this  advice  they  all  attentively  listened  and  pro- 
mised to  pay  due  attention  to  it. 

Having  finished  this  address,  the  English  party  went  to 
visit  different  tents  and  also  the  buffalo  pound* 

This  pound  was  a  fenced  circular  space  of  about  a  hundred 
yards  in  diameter  ;  the  entrance  was  banked  up  with  snow, 
to  a  sufficient  height  to  prevent  the  retreat  of  the  animals  thai 
once  have  entered.  For  about  a  mile  on  each  side  of  the 
road  leading  to  the  peUnd,  stakes  were  driven  into  the  ground 
at  nearly  equal  distances  of  about  twenty  yards ;  these  were 
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intended  lo  represent  men,  and  to  deter  the  animals  from 
attempting  to  break  out  on  either  side.  Within  fifty  or  sixty 
yards  from  the  pound,  branches  of  trees  were  placed  between 
these  stakes  to  screen  the  Indians,  who  lie  down  behind 
them  to  await  the  approach  of  the  buflfalo. 

The  principal  dexterity  in  this  s|>ecies  of  chase  is  shewn 
by  the  horsemen,  who  have  to  manoeuvre  round  the  herd 
in  the  plains  so  as  to  urge  them  to  ent«r  the  broad  way,  which 
is  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  broad.  When  this  has  been 
accomplished,  they  raise  loud  shouts,  andj^  pressing  close 
upon  the  animals,  so  terrify  them  that  they  rush  heedlessly 
forward  toward  the  snare.  When  they  have  advanced  as 
far  as  the  men  who  are  lying  in  ambush,  they  also  rise,  and 
increase  the  consternation  by  violent  shouting  and  firing  guns. 
The  affrighted  beasts  having  no  alternative,  run  directly  to 
the  pound,  where  they  are  quickly  despatched,  either  with 
an  arrow  or  gun. 

Other  modes  of  killing  the  buffalo  are  practised  with  suo- 
cess.  A  hunter  mounted  on  horseback,  on  seeing  a  herd  of 
buffalos,  will  select  one  individual  and  strive  to  separate  him 
from  the  rest.  When  he  hath  accomplished  this,  he  will  pre» 
vent  his  joining  the  herd  again,  and  when  he  finds  that  he 
has  approached  sufficiently  near  he  fires  at  the  beast  and  it  is 
seldom  he  misses  wounding  the  animal.  Considerable  dan*- 
ger  accompanies  this  pursuit  ;  for  when  closely  pressed  the 
buffalo  will  turn  suddenly  upon  his  pursuer,  attack  the  horse 
and  sometimes  dismount  the  rider.  Another  mode  of  kil- 
ling the  bufimlo  is  by  approaching  the  herd  on  foot,  unper- 
ceived,  which  requires  much  caution,  as  if  the  person  be 
noticed  they  take  to  flight.  This  animal  is  of  an  uncouth 
shape,  with  shaggy  curling  hair  about  the  head,  especially 
in  the  bull  buffalo. 

A  party  of  Stone  Indians  being  encamped  in  this  neigh- 
bourhood, several  of  Uie  party  expressed  a  wish  to  p«y  tliem 
a  visit,  but  were  dissuaded  by  the  traders  iafom^Kg  ^em 
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that  they  were  suffering  under  the  hooping  cough  and  mea- 
sles, which  the  Indians  believed  to  have  been  introduced 
among  them  by  some  of  the  people  belonging  to  the  Com- 
pany :  in  wliich  case  it  was  not  improbable  that  these  savages 
might  seek  revenge  by  the  death  of  some  of  the  party. 
These  diseases  had  carried  off  nearly  three  hundred  of  the 
Indians. 

Carlton  House  is  situated  on  a  flat  ground  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  river.  The  land  produces  wheat#  barley, 
potatoes  and  oats.  The  object  of  this  station  is  to  obtain  a 
depot  of  provisions,  which  is  converted  into  pemmican  and 
forms  the  principal  support  of  those  agents  of  the  Company 
who  pass  this  way*  The  mode  of  making  pemmican  is  as  fol- 
lows :  the  wheat  is  dried  by  a  fire  or  in  the  sun  ;  it  is  then 
pounded,  and  the  proportion  of  one  third  of  melted  fat  is 
added  to  it  and  well  mixed.  It  is  then  put  into  leathern  bags 
and  closely  pressed  down,  after  which  it  is  putinto  a  cool  place 
to  be  used  as  emergencies  may  reqtiire.  Id  this  state  it  will 
remain  fit  for  use  for  a  year  and  sometimes  for  a  much 
greater  length  of  time.  At  La  Montee,  adjoining  Carlton 
House,  the  station  of  the  North-west  Company,  there  were 
about  one  hundred  and  thirty  persons,  men,  women  and 
children,  who  consumed  upwards  of  seven  hundred  pounds 
of  buffalo  meat  daily.  Each  man  had  an  allowance  of  eight 
pounds.  It  must  be  noticed  however  tliat  they  had  no  corn 
or  vegetables. 

Having  rested  for  a  few  days  at  Carlton  House,  on  the 
ninth  of  February  the  party  set  forwards  on  their  journey  to 
Isle  a  la  Crosse.  They  received  from  the  agents  of  both  the 
Hudson^s  Bay  and  North-west  Company,  such  a  supply  of 
provisions  and  other  necessaries  as  they  required.  On  the 
tenth,  after  ascending  a  hill  and  passing  through  a  wood,  (hey 
came  in  view  of  Lake  Iroquois.  On  their  road  they  oame 
to  the  remains  of  an  Indian  hut,  adjoining  to  which  was  a 
pile  of  wood.  The  Canadian  Indians  belonging  to  the 
party,  supposing  that  provisions   were   buried   under  the 
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pile,  determined  to  search  for  them  ;  but  instead  of  proTi- 
sions  they  found  the  body  of  a  female  wrapped  in  leather, 
and  which  apparently  had  not  been  long  interred.  A  fishing 
line,  a  hatchet,  a  dish  and  the  clothes  she  had  formerly  worn, 
were  placed  beside  the  body.  On  the  fourteenth  they  came 
to  a  beaten  track,  and  soon  met  an  Indian  of  the  Iroquois 
nation  who  belonged  to  a  party  that  were  procuring  pro- 
visions and  furs  for  the  North-west  Company.  On  arriv- 
ing at  the  place  where  his  stores  were  preserved,  be 
invited  the  party  to  spend  the  day,  which  however  they 
declined.  The  Canadians,  whose  voracious  appetites  were 
always  craving,  received  a  present  from  him  before  they 
parted.  One  of  the  sledges  had  been  so  much  broken  as  to 
become  useless,  and  the  loading  was  divided  among  the  others. 
The  same  day  they  fell  into  another  track,  which  shortly 
brought  them  to  some  Indian  huts  of  the  Cree  nation,  who 
were  hunting  for  beavers. 

On  the  sixteenth  they  met  an  Indian  and  his  family  who 
had  just  left  Green  Lake  ;  and  as  they  described  the  road  as 
well  beaten.  Captain  Franklin  and  his  party  resolved  to 
attempt  reaching  it  before  they  encamped ;  but  notwithstand- 
ing their  utmost  efforts  they  were  not  able  to  reach  this  post 
until  the  following  day  to  breakfast.  On  their  arrival  they 
were  very  kindly  received  by  Mr.  Macfarlane,  who  was  in 
charge  of  the. bouse  occupied  by  the  Hudson*8  Bay  Com- 
pany. The  party  afterwards  paid  a  visit  to  Mr.  Dugald 
Cameron,  who  resided  at  a  station  occupied  by  the  North- 
west Company  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river.  This  gen- 
tleman received  the  party  with  expressions  of  the  greatest 
kindness,  and  honoured  them  with  a  salute  of  small  arms. 

These  establishments  are  small,  but  said  to  be  well  situated 
for  procuring  furs ;  as  the  numerous  creeks  in  their  vicinity 
are  much  resorted  to  by  the  beaver,  otter^  and  musquash. 
The  residents  usually  obtain  a  superabundant  supply  of  pro- 
vision. This  season,  however,  they  barely  had  sufficient  for 
their  own  support,  owing  to  an  epidemic  which  incapacitated 
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the  Indians  for  hunting.  The  Green  Lake  lias  nearly  north 
and  south,  is  eighteen  miles  in  length,  and  does  not  exceed 
one  mile  and  a  half  of  breadth  in  any  part.  The  water  is 
deep,  and  it  is  in  consequence  one  of  the  last  lakes  in  the 
country  that  is  frozen.  Excellent  tittameg  aod  trout  are 
caught  in  it  from  March  to  December,  but  afte^that  time 
most  of  the  fish  remove  to  some  larger  lake. 

The  parly  remained  two  days  waiting  the  return  of  some 
men  who  had  been  sent  to  the  Indian  lodges  for  meat.  They 
dined  with  Mr.  Cameron,  and  receiyed  from  him  many 
useful  suggestions  respecting  their  future  operations.  This 
gentleman  having  stated  that  provisions  would,  probably^be 
very  scarce  next  spring  in  the  Athabasca  department,  in 
consequence  of  the  sickness  of  the  Indians  during  the  hunt* 
ing  season,  undertook  to  cause  a  supply  of  peroraican  to  be 
conveyed  from  the  3askatchawan  to  Isle  k  la  Crosse  for  use 
during  winter,  and  Captain  Franklin  wrote  to  apprise  Dr. 
Richardson  and  Mr.  Hood,  that  they  would  find  it  at  the 
latter  post  when  they  passed  ;  and  also  to  desire  them  to 
bring  as  much  as  the  canoes  would  stow  from  Cumberland. 

On  the  twentieth,  having  been  supplied  with  provisions 
and  all  necessary  articles,  the  party  set  forward  on  their 
Journey.  On  taking  their  departure  they  were  honoured 
with  a  salute  of  fire  arms,  which  were  fired  by  the  females, 
the  men  being  all  absent.  They  found  the  advantage  of  the 
necessary  articles  they  had  just  received  at  the  Green  Lake^; 
and  wrapped  up  in  their  bufl'tilo  skins,  and  seated  in  their 
carioles,  or  sledges,  they  proceeded  on  their  journey  through 
the  whole  of  the  day,  notwithstanding  the  weather  was  ex« 
tremely  cold 

On  the  twenty-third  they  received  a  supply  of  provisions^ 
which  Mr.  Clark,  the  resident  agent  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  at  Lake  k  la  Crosse,  had  sent  for  them,  which 
plaee  tliey  reached  the  same  evening.  Mr.  Clark  gave  the 
party  a  most  hearty  welcome,  receiving  them  under  a  fireof 
small  arms;  and  Mr.  Betbune,  who   was  in  chnrge  of  a 
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bouse  oocupied  by  the  North-west  Companyi  manifested  an 
eqaally  kinddispositioD. 

These  establishments  are  situated  on  the  southern  side  of 
the  lake,  and  close  to  eaeh  other.  They  are  forts  of  con* 
siderable  importance,  being  placed  at  a  point  of  communi<^ 
cation  with  the  English  River,  the  Athabasca,  and  Colum* 
bia  districts.  The  country  around  them  is  low,  and  inter* 
sected  with  water,  and  was  formerly  much  frequented  by 
beavers  and  otters,  which,  however,  have  been  so  much 
bunted  by  the  Indians,  that  their  number  is  greatly  decreas- 
ed. The  Indians  frequenting  these  forts  are  the  Crees  and 
some  Chtpewyans  ;  they  scarcely  ever  come  except  in  the 
spring  and  autumn  ;  in  the  former  season  to  bring  their 
winter*s  collection  of  furs,  and  in  the  latter  to  get  the  stores 
ifaey  require. 

Three  Chipewyao  lads  arrived  during  their  stay,  to  report 
what  furs  the  band  to  which  they  belonged  had  collected,  and 
to  desire  they  might  be  sent  for;  the  Indians  having  de- 
clined bringing  either  furs  or  meat  themselves,  since  the 
opposition  between  the  Companies  commenced. 

Isle  i  la  Crosse  Lake  receives  its  name  from  an  island 
situated  near  the  forts,  on  which  the  Indians  formerly  as- 
sembled annually  to  amuse  themselves  at  the  game  of  the 
Cross.  It  is  justly  celebrated  for  abundance  of  the  finest 
tlttameg,  which  weigh  from  five  to  fifteen  pounds.  The  re- 
sidents live  principally  upon  this  most  delicious  fish,  which 
fortunately  cao  be  eaten  a  long  time  without  disrelish.  It  is 
plentifully  caught  with  nets  throughout  the  year,  except  for 
two  or  three  months. 

On  the  5th  they  recommenced  their  journey,  having  been 
supplied  with  the  means  uf  conveyance  by  both  the  Com* 
panics  in  equal  proportions.  Air.  Clark  accompanied  the 
party  with  the  intention  of  going  as  far  as  the  boundary  of 
bis  district.  This  gentleman  was  an  experienced  winter 
traveller,  and  caused  the  men  to  arrange  the  encampment 
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^ith  m^re. attention  to  comfort  and  shelter  tlian  iMfiofVMt 
companions  bad  done.  -::.•< 

On  the  seventh  of  March  the;  arrived  at  a  boiiae  belORK- 
ing  to  the  North* west  Company  and  reoeived  a  hearljr  ffnAs 
come  from  Mr.  Mac  Murray,  one  of  theparioers^  Thiaffoat 
is  frequented  by  only  a  few  Creea  and  Gbip^wyMa* .  TIki 
country  round  is  not  suflSciently  stocked  witk  pnimaki  to  nffoftA 
support  to  many  families,  and  the  traders  fi^b^ist  aJUpoat 
entirely  upon  fish  caught  in  the  autumn^  prior  to  tb^  .l^Jfift 
being  frosen ;  but  the  water  being  sballow^  they  remoy.e.^jii 
deeper  part,  as  soon  as  the  lake  is  covered  witji  ice^, ;     ^w, 

Mr.  Mac  Murray  gaye  a  dance  to  bis  voyagers  aod  thfi 
women ;  a  treat  which  they  expect  on  the  anrjval  :af  af)|;. 
stranger  at  the  post*  ...,,,.* 

On  the  tenth  the  party  set  forward  on  their  jojarney^  dJuA- 
following  in  a  beaten  path   made  considerable  progiivu* 
Fussing  the  Methye  Lake,  they  came  to  a  trading  poslocpi}«i : 
pied  by  some  of  the  hunters.     On  the  thicteentb  Mr«  CIsrki 
took  his  leave  of  the  party,  and  set  out  on  his  return  to  bis. 
residence  near  Isle  a  la  Crosse.     Crossing  asnudl  lake,  tbey: 
gradually  ascended  hills  beyond  it,  until  they  arrived  at  the 
summit  of  a  lofty  chain  of  mountains  commanding  the  mostk 
picturesque  and  romantic  prospects.     Two  ranges  of  higl^ 
hills  ran  parallel  to  each  other  for  several  oul^,- until  the; 
faint  blue  hnae  hid  their  particular  characters,,  when  they 
slightly  changed  their  course,  and  were  lo^t  to  the  view.^ 
The  space  between  tbemns  occupied  by  nearly  a  level  plai^i, 
through  which  a  river  pursues  a  meandering  course,  and  re^^, 
ceives  supplies  from  the  creeks  and  rills  issuing  from  the! 
mountains  on  each  side.     The  prospect  was  delighful  even 
amid  the  snow,  and  though  marked  with  all  the  cheerless, 
characters  of  winter. 

Crossing  the  Cascade  Portage,  which  is  the  last  on  th^. 
way  to  the  Athabasca  Lnkc,  they  came  to  some  Indian  tents^ 
containing  five  famiiies,  belonging  to  tlie  Cbipewyan  tnbe. 
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1%^  wmA^A  the  criuoMl  1o  tb%  chitf 'a  ient,  wImm  naM«. 
am  Um  Unaimb)  and  liiatriliated  some  tobacco  aad  a  w^k; 
adIxlttM  af  Apkiia  ajii  tviiter among  tkt  omii.  They  redei vtd 
ttk  dfiKty  ^ti  tMok  leM  graM  Uiaa  tbe  Grees,  and  seemed 
to  oooaider  it  a  malkfr  of'eoliPae.     There  was  an  utter  r.eglecl 
of  eleaaltaesa,  aad  a  total  want  of  aomfart  ia  tbetr  teitls; 
and  die  ^ororealvf ea  M^ere  miseraiily  clothed.    lU  r.  Fraacr^ 
who  aocooipfaitiad  Oa^ain  Franklin  frani  the  Methye  Lnk«tt, 
aoeounM  for  their  keiag  la  this  foriom  ooodition  by  ex- 
phnoifigt  that  tbia  hatkl  of  ladiam  bad  reoently  deatrayed. 
etery  thllig  thay  poa#eaaad|  as  a  token  of  their  great  grief  br 
the  kwa  «€  Ibafr  r«tatiTea  in  the  prevailing  aiokiieai^    it 
aptiaara  that  no  anide  ia  aparad  by  theae  anbappy  bmo 
wbetk  h  near  retaii^e  diea;  their  ciotbea  and  teats  are  eat  to 
pieoesy  thairgans  brcfkaiii  and  every  other  weapon  rendered 
ti«ideeSj  if  Aome  paiaon  do  Aot  rauiova  these  articlas  from 
their  sight,  wliVcti  isieldoai  doaa.     Mr«  Baok  skeiohed  one 
uf  the  children,  which  delighted  (heftithar  vary  mueh,  who 
charged  the  boy  to  be  very  good  sipoe  hit  pieture  had  been 
drawn  by  a  great  chief. 

On  tbe  16th  tliey  muh  to  some  Indian  l6dgeS)  which  be- 
leviged  to  an  old  Ghipewyan  chief,  named  the  Sua,  and  his 
Aimily,  oonaiating  of  five  buatera^  their  wivea  asd  children. 
They  were  delighted  to  see  the  party,  and  whan  the  ubiacl 
of  the  expedition  iMid  been  explained  to  tbeta^  axpreaaed 
themselves  much  iatereatad  in  the  pragreaa.  The  party 
smoked  with  them,  and  gave  each  peraoo  a  glaai  of  mixed, 
spirits  and  some  tobacee.  A  Canadian  iarvant  af  the  North- 
west Company,  who  wm  pssidiog  with  thaoi^  aaid  that  this, 
fftmily  had  lost  miiaerewa  ratativeS)  and  that  the  daatruotiaa. 
of  property,  which  had  been  made  after  their  deaths,  waa. 
the  only  oause  for  iba  pitabla  condition  in  which  they  now 
were,  as  the  whale  family  were  induatrfaHis  hunters,  and 
therefore,  were  aaaally  better  providad  vrith  olothas,  and 
other  useful  artielea^  than  most  of  the  Indians.  They  pur^ 
chased  a  pair  of  sndw  ihOes;  in  exchange  for  some  ammuiii^ 

P.  V.  18.  Ill 
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lion.  The  Chipew  jans  ore  celebrated  for  makiog  Ibam  fM4* 
aod  easy  to  walk  in ;  some  were  upwards  of  six  fiset  loDg^  ntA^ 
three  broad.  With  these  oDwieldly  clogs  an  active  buntntf 
io  the  springy  when  there  is  a  crust  on  the  surface  pt  t|ia) 
snoWy  will  run  down  a  moose  or  red  deer.  ,« 

On  the  18th  they  met  two  persons  beloaging  to  the  cst, 
tablisbment  at  Pierre  au  Calumet  i  and  following  the  tracik* 
proceeded  with  expedition,  although  the  weatlwr  was  stgnpy^ 
and  on  the  following  day  arrived  at  the  station  occupied  by^i 
the  North*  west  Company.    Mr.  Stuart,  one  of  the  partae^«f,^ 
resided  at  this  po^tt,  and  received  tlM  party  with,  marks,  <J)C« 
great  kindness.     This  gentleman  having tfafallcdAoros^tUc> 
country  until  he  reached  the  Pacific  Ooean, .  was  well  fMsUr. 
lied  to  give  advice  with  respect  to  the  best  modes  of  trof c^-, 
ling,  and  to  state  th^  obstacles  in  the  way.    Hi^  passage- to 
the  Pacific  had  been  by  the  river  Columbia,  so  that  be  was 
not  acquainted  with  the  road  Captain  Franklin  was  now  pAur*? 
suing  fartlier  than  the  €hreat  Slave  Lake.    His  opinion  urasp 
however,  that  satisfactory  information  might  be  obtained  from 
the  Indians  residing  on  the  western  side  ^  the  Great  Slave 
Lake,  who  visited  the  forts  in  the  spring.    Mr.  Stuart  said 
that  it  was  not  very  likely  any  of  the  Canadians  would  b^ 
prevailed  on  to  accompany  the  Captain  to  the  sea,  as  the 
Esquimaux  were  very  hoflitilct  and  had  killed  a  party  yifhq 
were  sent  to  open  a  traflBo  with  them ;  be  said,  however^ 
that  every  endeavour  should  be  used  on  his  part  to  aid  tb^ 
purposes  of  the  expedition. 

Pierre  au  Calumet  receives  its  name  from  the  place  whefre 
the  stone  is  procured,  of  which  many  of  the  pipes  used,  by 
the  Canadians  and  Indians  are  made.  It  is  a  clayey  lime- 
stone, impregnated  with  various  shells.  The  bogse,  which  is 
built  on  the  summit  of  a  steep  baiik,  rising  almost  perpendi- 
cular to  the  height  of  one  hundred  and  eighty  feet,  com* 
mands  an  extensive  prospect  along  this  fine  river,  and  ov^ 
the  plains  which  stretch  out  several  miles  at  the  back  of  itj 
bounded  by  hills  of  considerable  beighty   and   VP^ff^l^JF 
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b«tlar  ftnmialied  with  wood  thaa  tbc  neighbourhood  of  th« 
forty  wbet^  tiie  trees  grow  Tery  scantily* 

On  the  9Snd  tbej  proceeded  on  their  journey  to  Fort 
Cbfpewyno,  at  which  place  they  hoped  Co  be  able  to  arrange 
the  plans  Tor  their  further  progress.     On  the  24tli,  they 
jdned  an  Indian  who  was  carrying  meat  on  his  sledge  to 
Fort  Chipewyan.    His  sledge,  though  heavily  laden  (having 
nearly  three  hundred  pounds    weight   on    it)   was   drawn 
by  only  two  dogs.     The  weather  was  extremely  stormy  and 
ooitipelled  the  partj  to  encamp.    On  the  26thy  they  arrived 
at  Fof t  Chipewyan,  where  they  received  a  hearty  welcome 
frdm  Messrs.  Blacic  and  Keith,  two  partners  of  the  North- 
west Company  residing  at  this  |iost.     The  distance  from 
Cumberland  House  to  Chipewyan   Fort,  was  nearly  nine 
hundred  mileil,  which  Captain  Fraulklin  and  his  party  had 
now  travelled  in  the  depth  of  winter;  oftentimes  having  to 
quit  the  carioles  and  walk  in  snow  shoes,  weighing  perhaps 
three  pounds,  in  addition  to  the  incumbrance  they  otherwise 
produce. 

On  the  following  day  the  Captain  and  Mr.  Back  waited 
on  Mr.  Macdonald,  who  occupied  the  post  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company.  At  this  post  they  made  enquiries  as  to  the 
means  of  reaching  the  Coppermine  River*  One  of  the  In  • 
dian  servants  of  the  Nortli-west  Company,  who  liad  been  <m 
that  river,  described  several  particulars  of  the  coast;  and 
Captain  Franklin  after  this  wrote  to  the  gentlemen  in  charge 
of  the  posts  at  the  Great  Slave  Lake,  to  communicate  the 
object  of  the  expedition,  and  to  solicit  any  information  they 
possessed,  or  could  colleoi  from  the  Indians,  relative  to  the 
countries  to  be  passed  through,  and  the  best  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding. As  the  Copper  Indians  frequent  the  establish- 
ment on  the  north  side  of  the  lake,  they  were  requested  to 
explain  to  them  the  object  of  the  visit,  and  to  endeavour 
to  procure  from  them  some  guides  and  hunters  to  accom- 
pany the  party. 
Mr.  Dease,  a  gentleman  belonging  to  the  establishment  of 
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lbff:Nuttli-.wl#l  C«Hitpaii,\»  b^wif  pa«8«4  j»evtnil  wil^Mf0a 
the  Mackenzie  Riv^r^  aod  ^thepoAts  talb#:iiorlhi|AN|#f 
Slate  LalMif.  pMsetaad  ooniulerable  infbniuftiav  reapepttofc 
th^lndiaosi  aad  Ibose  parts  of  tha  ooonlryp  whioli  he  vi^ 
pr^mpiiy  and  kindly  coBnuBicated*    Dunog  tbni  cooveraan 
tioQ  an  old  Chipewyan  Indian,  named  Iba  Rabbit*a  Head» 
entered  the  room,  to  whom  Mr.  Deaae  referred  for  infop- 
matiOB  on  some  point.    He  stated  that  be  waa  (be  atep-isoa 
of  the  late  Chief  Matonnabee,  who  bad  acoompanied  Mr^r 
Hearna  on  bis  Journey  to  the  sea,  and  that  ha  bad  bimaelf 
be^n  of  the  party,  but  being  then  a  mere  b^y,  b^bad  for^.. 
gotten  many  of  the  circumataaees.    He  confirmed  however, 
the  leading  incideults  related  by  Hearne^  and  was  positive 
be  reaobed  the  sea,  though  he  admitted  thai  none  of.  tba 
party  had  taated  the  water.    He  represented  himself  to  be , 
the  only  surf  itor  of  the  party. 

The  second  week  in  May  they  were  gratified,  with,  tbe. 
■Igbt  of  the  flower  anemone.  The  tracff,begai|  to  shoot; 
rate  frequently  descended  ;  and  the  advance  of  the  Spring 
was  every  way  denoted.  Captain  Franklin  now  tbougbi 
it  necessary  to  prepare  for  his.  departure,  and  requested  (he 
advice  of  the  different  gentlemen  who  superintended  the. 
concerns  bf  both  the  Companies  at  this  place.  He  found 
however  such  a  spirit  of  hostility  between  the  agents  of  the 
two  Companies,  that  in  order  to  avoid  hurting  the  feelings 
of  either,  he  directed  a  tent  to  be  pitched  at  a  short  distance 
from  the  settlements,  and  then  invited  the  gentlemen  con- 
nected with  each  Company  to  a  conference*  They  all  readily 
accepted  his  invitation,  and  gave  such  answers  to  bis  various 
enquiries  as  was  in  the  compass  of  their  knowledge.  After 
this  Captain  Franklin  requested  the  agents  .of  each  Company 
to  supply  him  with  eight  men  each,  and  also  to  ftimish  cer- 
tain stores  which  he  named.  To  his  mortification  be  was 
informed  that  there  bad  been  such  an  expenditure  of  goods 
as  to  leave  them  the  means  of  (uriiisihing  only  a  partial  sup- 
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ply  I  i«4  bardly  a  maQ  appeared  ivilHag  t«^a|({pig^  M  th« 
journey  of  iliseoirery. 

Ob  %lifF  third  of  Jim,  Mr.-  a«il«i»'arjMinMr  ^ilie  Nortb^ 
w0«t'OonpMjt  arrif^  fran  Mm  GqmIC  SUw  LAk^  beaiv 
ing  Che  welcome  aewe  Ihal  ib»|MriMi|Ml  Chief  ef  lbs  Geppec 
lediawi  b«d  reedtved  thcteomtniMiioikliKHi  of  Captain  FraaMin'a 
arrival  with  joy/  and  giffA  aH  the  uii^Uigeeoe  he  poeseased 
reiqieoCiiig  the  root  to  the  ae<iH)oait  by  the  Copper-Mine 
Riter ;  and  that  he  and  a  party  of  Ma  men,  at  the  instance 
of  Mr.  Wentxel,  a  derii  of  the  North-'weet  Company; 
wlKMnttey  wiahed  aright  g(^  along  with  them,  had  engaged^ 
ta  ooaomphny  the  eaipedition  as  guides  and  hunters.  They 
were  to-  wait'  il  Fort  Pirovideniee,  on  the  north  sidie  of  (he 
Slere  Ldie«  They  had  nn  ddubt  of  helng  able  to  obtain 
the  means  of  aubUstente  in  traTellihg  to  the  .coast.  This 
agreeable  intelligenoe  had  aliappy  effect  upon  the  Canadian 
voyiig^  many  of  their  feara  being  removed:  acTeral  eC 
them  aeem^d  now  disposed  to  Talunteer ;  and,  on  the  samn 
evening,  two  men  from  the  North-west  Company  ofibred 
themaelres  and  were  accepted. 

On  the  fiMi  Captain  Franlilin  and  Mr.  Back  waited  ou 
Mr.  Robertson,  superintending  Fori  Wedderbume,  belongi- 
Hig  to  the  Hudsan*s  Bay  Company.  He  atated  that  nol« 
withstanding  his  endeavours  to  persuade  them,  hia  most 
eiperienoed  tojragera  still  declined  engaging  without  very 
exorbitant  iragea.  After  nome  hesitation,  six  men,  who  were 
represented  to  be  active  and  steady,  were  engaged ;  Mr.  Re* 
bertsan  also  gave  permission  to  St.  Germaui,  an  inCer- 
preter  bdMgieg  to  this  Company,  to  accompany  them  from 
Slave  Lake  if  he  should  choose.  The  bow^men  and  steers- 
men were  to  receive  one  thousand  six  hundred  livren  Hai^ 
lifax  per  annum,  and  fte  middle  men  one  thousand  two 
hundred,  exclusive  9£  their  neosssary  equipcMats ;  and 
ttiey  stipulated  that  their  wagea  ahonld  be  oontinued  unti)[ , 
their  arrival  hi  Montreal,  or  their  rejoining  the  service  of 
their  present  employers._Five  aaen  were  afterward  engaged 
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from  the  Nortb<*west  Company,  for  the  same  mnge§^  and 
under  the  same  stipulations  as  the  others,  besides  an  Inter- 
preter for  the  Copper  Indians;  but  this  man  required  three 
thousand  livres  Halifax  currency,  which  they  were  obliged 
to  give  him,  as  his  eerrices  were  indispensible. 

The  residents  of  these  establisliments  depend  for  sab« 
sistence  almost  entirely  on  the  fish  which  this  lalte  affords  ; 
they  arc  usually  caught  in  sufficient  abundance  throughout 
the  winter,  though  at  the  distance  of  eighteen  miles  from 
the  houses  ;  on  the  thawing  of  the  ice^  the  fish  remore  into 
smaller  lakes,  and  (he  rivers  on  the  south  shore.  Though 
they  arc  nearer  to  the  forts  than  in  winter,  it  frequently 
happens  that  high  winds  prevent  the  canoes  from  transpdrting 
them  thither,  and  the  residents  are  kept  in  conseqnenccr 
without  a  supply  of  food  for  two  or  three  days  together. 

The  iisli  caught  in  the  net  are  the  attihbawmegh,  trout, 
carp,  methye,  and  pike.  The  traders  also  get  supplied  by 
the  hunters  wittubuffiilo  and  moose  deer  nieat,  (which  animalu 
are  found  at  some  distance  from  the  forts,)  but  the  greater 
part  of  it  is  either  in  a  dried  state,  or  pounded  ready  for  mak- 
ing pemmican  ;  it  is  required  for  the  men  who  keep  travel  • 
ling  during  the  winter  to  collect  the  furs  from  the  Indians, 
and  for  the  crews  of  the  canoes  on  their  outward  passage  to 
the  depots  in  spring.  There  was  a  great  want  of  provistOmr 
this  season,  and  both  the  Companies  had  much  difficulty  to 
provide  a  bare  sufficiency  for  their  different  brigades  of 
canoes. 

At  the  opening  of  the  water  in  spring,  the  Indians  report! 
to  the  establishments  to  settle  their  accounts  with  the  traders, 
and  to  procure  the  necessaries  they  require  for  the  summer. 
This  meeting  is  generally  a  scene  of  much  riot  and*confusion, 
as  the  hunters  receive  such  quantities  of  spirits  as  to  keep 
them  in  a  state  of  intoxication  for  several  days.  This  spring, 
however,  owing  to  the  great  defioiency  of  spiritSp  they -were 
generally  sober.  They  belong  to  the  great  family  of  the 
CUpcwyan,  or  Northern  Indians ;  dialects  of  their  language 
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beini;  ri()okeQ  in  the  Peace  and  Mackentie^s  Riven,  aad 
by  the  populous  tribes  io  New  Caledonia^  as  ascertained  by 
Sir  Alexander  Mackenzie  in  bis  journey  to  the  Pacific*  They 
style  themselves  generally  Dinneb  men,  or  Indians,  but  each 
tribe,  or  horde,  adds  some  distinctive  epithet  taken  from  tho 
name  of  the  river,  or  lake,  on  which  they  hunt,  or  the  dis- 
trict from  which  they  last  migrated.  Those  who  come  to 
FprtChipewy an  term  themselves  Saw-eessaw»dinneh»  (In- 
dians from  the  rising  sun,  or  Eastern  Indians,)  their  original 
hMoting  grounds  being  between  the  Athabasca  and  Great 
Slfive  ]>ke,  and  Churchill  River.  This  district,  mora  par- 
ticuiarly  termed  the  Chipewyaa  lands,  or  barren  country, 
is  frequented  by  numerous  herds  of  r^in-deer,  which  furnish 
easy.SMbsifitence,  and  clothing  to.  the  Indiana  ;  but  the  traders 
endeavour  to  keep  them  in  the  par.U  to  the  westward,  where 
the  beavers  resort.  There  are  about  one  hundred  and  sixty 
hunters  vi^ho  carry  their  furs  to  the  Great  Slave  Lake,  forty 
to  |I|iy  River,  and  two  hundred  and  forty  to  Fort  Cbipewyim.. 
A  few  Northern  Indians  also  resort  to  the  posts  at  the  hot-. 
toi9  of  the  Lake  of  the  Hills,  or  Red  Deer  Lake,  and  to 
CburchiUf  .  The  distance^  however,  of  the  latter  post  from 
their  bunting  grounds,  and  the  sufferings  to  which  they  are 
exposed  in  going  thither  from  want  of  food,  have  .induced 
those  who  were  formerly  accustomed  to  visit  it,  to  convey 
their  furs  to  some  nearer  station. 

On  the  thirteenth  of  July,  Dr.  Richardson  and  Mr.  Hood 
arrived  from  Cumberland  House,  with  two  canoes^  They 
made  an  expeditious  journey  from  Cumberland^  notwith- 
standing they  were  detained  near  three  days  in  consequence 
of  the  melancholy  loss  of  one  of  Iheir  bowmen,  by  the  upset- 
ting  of  a  canoe  in  a  strong  rapid.  Tliese  gentlemen  brought 
all  the  stores  they  could  procure  from  the  estaUishments  at 
Cumberland  and  Isle  i.la  Crosse;  and  at  jthe  latter  places 
tbej  had  received  ten  bags  of  penuniean  from  the  North*/ 
west  Company,  which  proved  to  be  mouldy,  aad  so  totally 
uuftt  for  use,  that  it  was  left  at  the  Methye  Portage, .  Tkej^ 
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.^94  i|«»iiroiii  tlift  Hacteou*a  Bay  poat  Tbe  voyafaiv 
laogiair  te  tiiai  Cgnpany  baiBg  dealitata^f  prcrtMMy  liad 
«a«oa  lilMit  ma  knandad  far  Captaui  Franklin's  party,  la 
oons^qiieaea  of  thtaa  untoward  oiroumitanoeay  the  ouioea 
arrivaii  wHk  only  Mie  day's  aapply  of  this  moal  caaantial  ar« 
taole.  The  praapoot  af  having  to  oooiBieaca  Hieir  Jasrney 
froai  hanoa^  almaat  destitnie  of  pravtiiana,  and  aeanlity  Mp« 
pliad  artth  alafeai  vma  vary  diaeovraginif.  It  #aa  avtdant^ 
kaararar,  that  any  nnnoeoaaary  dalay  ham  would  ha^e  htai 
vary  hnpmdaot,  aa  Fart  €hipai#ynndid  not,  at  An  pwaini 
Mma,  fnmiili  the  manna  of  auMatnnoa  Cmt  ao  largn  n  |NMy> 
annoh  Icaa  wan  thaaa  n  praapgcl  of  raoalving  any  aa|^f  to 
narty  tbani  lirnnrd^  They  ihorafctn  hnatnnnd  to  mahn  ih» 
ntaaaaary  atnanganianta  ht  a  npaedy  dnpnrtnm.  ANdbe 
atoma  wavndamanded  that  eonM  poaaibly  bn*  apanad  Anm 
hnth  thn  aalrirfiahnianti  f  nnd  whan  thia  ooUantian  <int  nddad 
m^tha  artialea  thni  hnd  haan  bronghi  np  by  the  aannaai  ^hay 
had  ji  a«Aatetol  qnaMMy  of  alothlng  far  ttniOtnipHant  aT^fbe 
nM»  whn  had  4mhi  ^ngafad  hara,  aa  wall  ii  m  firnlab  * 
pwiaant  to  Iha  Indiana^  haatdaa  aaaa  fanr  gonda  for  Mia  wta^^ 
iM^a  oonauniptian  i  bnt  ibey  canld  nni  p naanm  any  nnnvn^ 
nith>09  whinh  wna  thn  naaat  waiantial  nrtialar  Mr  tpiirlta» 
nnd  ^m  Ifttln  tohando. 

.  Thay  then  madia  n  fioal  arranfanieot  raapnottef  the  «ayn»^ 
gera,  who  were  to  accooApany  lb#  pM«y-  9  and,  fortunataly^' 
there  waa  no  diffieulty  in  doing  thie»  aa  0r«'iUobardaan  and 
Mr.  Hood  had  taken  the.  pveeautian  to  bring  up  ten  man 
from  Cumberland,  who  engaged  t^prooaadfarward  if  their' 
aervieea  ware  required.  l*he  Canadiana  wham  thny  branghty 
were  coott  deaimaa  ef  being  continnad.  Wbea  the  mimhuia 
ware  eompletadi  H  waa  faund  tp«onal8i  of  aJntaan-Cfanmlian 
voyagera,  one  Bngliab  attendant^  John  Hnpbum»  baaldaa 
two  interpretera  trbam  thay  w^  to  raaaiva  at*  the  49inat 
Slnt^Laka.  Thay  ware  abo  aooompaaled  by  a  GMpowyan: 
wofoaa.  An  ^nipHMnt  of  ganda  ufaa  given  to  apah  «f  the 
Mien  who  bad  b^aa  engaged  at  ttda  place,  timilar  In  what%nd 


.Jicen^iifMlMdi to  tti»qt||6M  aiOamb4riud($i  lilMlA#|ic!lvAi8 

iniaiwtei^  fuNq^rftUwy  to Iheir  d«fMtiir^t^ii)tbli€aiMMtig 

76  ;;WlttkivBfaw>Hood  and  tDn:  Riohftrdada  s^Ktre  M  Goin- 

>lMVlw4j'ir0i!t^.vfaittii9  imtil  tbe  8priii(pwa»i|ioraiadvaiia<Ml, 

.Hieysi Iwk  VMSiifea^. fw  aupriqier.  attpyiy. ^ o^i  —aiBwriaa, 

lAlr^BMA  oiadQ,«»fxetiraioo  VilfaeiBas^lanllili^attsiiiled 

ij^tK^  Aftjimilea^  W  tka  aonthwatd  .af  i  Gnaiibetlaod  Hcmkay 

.;tiiiK  wbtebinaf  ^aean  firoiD  tbeaaa^i   Two  manviariia'arefe 

;Siii|ig  %]!^tbaiiplamc<tD.prMiim  ptcHriauma^  taMoasfiaaiailte. 

.;.^rimitr^nrdliBf;i^m  dttya  :tbe.piirlf  Atriirad  «t<^»6liMMteg 

vJlietltjpfitliaifaMiiMM*  ..Tha  atal^oT  theiwaHkerjaoi^pwlM 

.  jlhHii  to  faaaikiaavcraLdaf  fl«t»tkiaipkna^idkraivgavUeh««aM 

«otker;iIflidjana. arrived,  oaa^afMrbaai  ffaa^MaMdttba'Wanlar. 

rl^aa*  piMplebaiiiig  aa  aneanfmaDtabout  4aft»Uav^ 

Air.  Hood  paid  tb^  a  ^fiait  tbe  aaxtday*-  Wbealia  aiile»%d 

jtbe  tent^  tbe  Indiaaa  apread  a  buflUa-itibe.  before  tbe>iiiB, 

and  daaured  bini  to  ait  down*    Saiae  wareeatingj'  oHiara 

aleepiag,:  jnasy  of  them  witbont  any  eoTiiriiif  .eioept^'ibe 

breech  dolh  and  a  blanket. oT«r  the  shouldafay-aatale^a 

whtoh  tfaey  lore  to  indulge  tbemaelfea  till  hunger  driva^ 

them  forth  to  tbe  chase.  Besidea  the  Warrior*a  fkiDily^  tMte 

vaa  Uiat«  aaother.  hunter  named  Long*lega^:whoael  bad 

anooaaa  in  hmating  b^d  reduced  him  to  the  neceasity  of  fbai- 

tngoB  moose  leather  for  three  weekSp  when  he>«raaeompatf«i 

.  siooately  relieted  by  the  Warrior.    They  ineited*  the  paMy 

to.dine,  and  they  witneaaed  the  mode  of  preparing! the'repuA. 

TJiey  out  iatapieeeaafiortion  of  fat  4seat,  uaiag^  fbrthat 

fHirpoae  a  knife  and  theititeoth*    It  waaiboiled  in  a  kettle, 

and  aenred. ia  a  plaitar  amde^rf  «biech  baik^  Irom  >whieh, 

being  dirty,  Ihey  had\peeled  the  aurfiaoa^    *  ^  \  c , 

Mr.  Hood  engaged  fiveCSanadianat  who  were  to  continue 
with  tbe|iarty  until  Captain  Franklin  ahould  diaeharga thedw 
They  rehired,  howe«er,.tbat!ineaaeaf  meeting'with <Japlriq 
P.V.  19*....;  .     K  aa  ..--  :  •     -  -^^  • 
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ihiivT  Ibtf  AouM  fioi  Im  «onpdM  to  embftik  ivitli  Mm,  w 
•feftrful  w«r«  diey  of  Mag  conveyed  on  boftrd  8«hip«f  war. 

AU  ibiagt  Wiii|;  pffcporcdi  Dr.  RMtardtoa,  Mr.  Hood, 
Aod  the  vArions  servantt  atttched,  took  their  departure  from 
•43utiibofflaod  House  oa  the  ISth,  aad  ea  Ike  fellowtflg  ereaia^ 
.reaehed  Beawer  Lake.  On  the  eigMeontb,  Baffin;  along  the 
jptMer  MiaHoippi,  they  croeaed  the  Otter  portage,  wliere  that 
jttfer  ruae  wM  great  velooity.  In  attempthig  to  draw  the 
.eaooes  along  the  abore,  oae  of  then,  la  which  were  two  of 
liieaenFanlayorerBet  and  was  oanied  down  the  ourrent.  Oae 
jl'tbeoiy  named  Louis  Saint  Jean,  tbe foreman ,  was  lost,  the 
^her  man  reaohad  the  hsok  of  the  itfor  with  dfffiealty  and 
was  saTod.  The  auftiHigs  whieh  the  party  eadared  from^tbe 
aAiag  of  the  musquiioes  is  desorihod  as  moot  ae«le«  Some- 
jtinMs  Ihey  olosed  the  teat  aad  burai  wood,  or  set  -fire  to 
guapttwder^  thai  the  eoioke  might  drive  them  away  ;  tot  lao 
afartaweiee&etua}  eatireiy  to  disperse  them  f  Ihey  swarmed 
ia  iiehlaokels  aad  drew  Ueo4l  with  Itievrpieroiag  hmnks  so 
as  •detpjy  to  stain  their  elothes.  In  addiiioa  to  Ibis  they  bad 
H  eadoMibo  ntiag  of  the  horse*fly  and  the  saad-fly,  soibat 
their  tediea  were  in  eoastani  pain.  After  aadergeing  many 
prifsliona  aad  passing  throagb  many  difficultieSp  Dr.  tL\A^ 
nrdseo,  Mr.  Hoed,  and  the  serf  ants  they  bad  engaged,  ar* 
lived  at  Fori  CiMpowyan  asuetioed  before,  and  they  bad  <be 
satisfsotien  e€  meetiag  Captain  Fraaklia  and  their  other 
eompanions  in  good  heaitfi. 

After  remaiaing  at  Fort  Chipewysa  a  lew  days,  they  |Mre« 
pared  for  their  journey  toward  the  P^tar  Sea.  Their  wiodk 
of  pnyfisioaa  unfortunately  was  adequate  to  only  a  few  days 
ooBsnmption  |  it  waa  pieasani,  bowever,  to  remark  (bat  the 
aoaroity  of  food  did  not  dispb^t  the  Canadians  who  were  t& 
be  of  the  party.  At  noon  on  the  t6th,  Captain  FranMtirand 
tihe  whole  party  bade  famwrft  to  the  resideats  of  the  Com* 
pany  at  Fost  'Ghipewyan,nnd  soon  entered  the  Stony  Riter. 
Tiie  ouarsnt  bfiaglareurabte,  they  passed  swiftly  sOoag  and 


tte  bvMHUiy'  nfMi'l^tt  Mfryto|;4iMof  ilii  gwin|  fat  i|t«|i|v: 
v^^lMMdL  ttid'iif  Itotota  •«n>^  l^it  «ins«mliM«t  dl»- 

ttwm  wMi  piliftv  wM<3fciWDd6riHi  tilt  i»wiiiM»g>irpie<yj»m 
€«rar;    ^    ■         » ;•■      ■  ...;;..  •:  ,.  .,^. 

At  «  pUea  edied  the  I^a#Ulg«  of  lt»  dfOWMdv  aiDoit^ 
miNMMi  MfNM'at  %he ^p^  MA  ^  *•  pMafe^-ilt  •Mf«f 

Mcr  to  |M6I  <M  t«(t>i<l9  *tt4  dMnrMlicMI'^lfMi  tvylMf  ^il^. 

ifcr  ^dMf^iftjffjr  thioM  imbmV  m  •*<»  Im^  tf  M»'iWM»i^: 

BtftrMg:  piHsffoiitty  "kgreMi  fbirf  if  ^  |IimbB«»  vw  hm/A^ 
•ity,  he  Bhoutdf,  Ml^eMhingr  A^  fcoftiM  ef  the  fHfM)  iM  « 
moikls^  ArU^lgiiid  for  the  otlh«r  ttrMe  to  feitoir/  ThonfM 
[jfb^cfff  diil^€rotiir,  and  called  forth*  all  Me  flkiH  e(  the  guid^ 
and  flitf  tffttitfst  exertion  of  Me  ei«#^  Hhd  they  Mrrovviy  ee» 
cef>ed  defttnreUbtf.    Just  as  tbey  IMTe  kodhigyaii  iulfeft«^ 
nate  fofldtr  ^AUg  the  foaded  fairlh|f  pioee^  ired  at  a  duek 
vrhidU  foi^  Hi  the  Instant.    The  gcdde  MtieipaiNig  Mie  «mi^  > 
s^neneie^,  fM  i^lth  the  otinoet  haste  to  the  other  end  ef  th^- 
pdrtag^e,  btrt'he  trMftoo  hrtet  tfie  other -eaaee  ha4  paelwd 
off,  atfd  hdioiMfed  Ofih^  to  iritlhese  the  fkte-ef  his  commiles*^ 
They  g6t  alfemed  hi  t^er  titilddle  of  flie  mpid^  Hm  eMoe^  mm 
upset,  add  every  man  periAed. 

On  the  i^€^tf'iet6nd  Uti^  MM  «  taflMOf  whielb  -gMe- 
(hem  a  p1ertttfh(  sifpff^  ef|>foMsiOfie*Mr1ihepr€NMMrt«''Op 
the  twenty-foafOr  f^'MdlMi  HM  eetiMiihSMie  ofiiba* 
Korth-wiMtt  Compasf  tiMr'SIeetoe^Deer  Metd^  wrtoeim  tltey 
ffmndletferrfrOih  Mk  Wenffed^dMed  gorl^RptfUdeswin^ 
siatibil "6^  iChe  NoHh  side  Of  the  hdte»  ktfbmiliif  tbetositati 
the  Tbdiad^  Ifulde  Wfte  il»aKlil||(  for  AtfM  it  that  fOtei    v '   u  !u 

Ca\^taiA  FH'knMifir  Mjfir^  aa  leterpMter  sir  thto  phMo^ 

wore  greatly  ditfappoidt^e»Hoithe^t^)NhM 

Kee2 
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to  b*  fiirnished  wiib ;  arier  a  iicile  delay  howevar,  aome  «bm 
arriTed  with  meat,  and  from  Ibe  depoU  of  the  two  Coaipa- 
Biea  aaoppiy  of  oearly  six  hundred  pouoda  of, dried  pro?i- 
aiooa  were  procured ;  and  aa  they  oaleulated  that  they  had 
DOW  auffioient  until  they  joined  the  huntera^  they  reaolved  to 
proceed.  The  bouaea  of  the  North*  weal  and  Hudaon*a  Bay 
Companiea  are  amall,  and  the  principal  aupport  of  the  inha- 
bitanta  ia  fish,  which  the  lake  producea  in  abundance.  Tlie 
huntera  also  bring  occasionally  the  flesh  of  moose,  buffalo^ 
and  rein  deer.  On  the  twenty-aeventb  the  party  left  Moose* 
Deer  Island.  Since  leaving  Fort  Chipewyan  lliey  had  tra- 
velled two  hundred  and  sixty  miles.  On  the  twei^ty-niath 
they  reached  Fort  Providence,  a  post  occupied  by  the  North* 
west  Company  only.  The  Budaon*a  Bay  Company  haTo  no 
aettleroent  to  the  northward  of  Great  Sla)ie  Lake.  At  thia 
place  they  found  Jean  Baptiste  Adam,  one  of  the  interpre- 
ters who  waa  to  accompany  them.  The  chief  of  the  Indian 
tribe  and  hia  huntera  were  encamped  at  aome  diatance  from 
the  forty  at  a  good  fishing  station.  A  fire  waa  lighted  on  the 
top  of  a  hill  to  announce  the  arrival  of  Captain  Franklin  and 
hia  |iarty,  and  a  preaent  of  tobacco  and  other  articlea  waa 
aent  to  him.  The  duties  allotted  to  Mr.  Wentxel  were,  the 
auinagement  of  the  Indians,  the  auperintendance  of  the 
Canadian  voyagera,  the  obtaining,  and  the  general  distribu- 
tion of  the  proviaion,  and  the  issue  of  the  other  stores.  These 
services  he  was  well  qualified  to  perform,  having  been  ac* 
cuatomed  to  execute  similar  duties,  during  a  residence  of 
upwarda  of  twenty  years  iathia  country ;  be  was  one  of  the 
few  traders  who  speak  the  Chipewyan  language. 

As  external  appearances  make  lasting  impressions  on  the 
Indians,  the  parly  prepared  for  the  interview  by  decorating 
themselves  in  uniform,  and  suspending  a  medal  round  each 
of  their  necks.  The  tents  had  been  previously  pitched,  and 
over  one  a  silken  union  flag  was  hoisted.  Soon  alter  noon, 
uo  July  30th,  ifeveral  Indian  canoes  w.ere  seen  advancing  in 
%-regul%r  line^and  ou  their  approach  the  chief  waa  discovered 
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li  tfMrlwftdiiiottf  wbieh  was  pftddlad  ky  tmrmtmi'  'Okl'liniA- 
lag  ttl  tb^  brts  the  ehief  tstmned  a  fttry  gnif«  sipeel;  -i'M 
wdked  ap  to  Mr.  Wentiel  with  a  maaaitPed  and'  digttitai 
atep,  lookiaf  neither  to  the  right'  nor  to  tlie  left^'ttt  tbefar^ 
aona  who  had  aaaettbled  on  the  lieaob  to  witneaa  M'dehurfatb 
tien^  bat  pfeaenring  the  aame  immoTeability  of  oounteonwdi 
mitil  he  reached  the  hall,  and  was  introdneed  to  the  oflkera. 
When  he  had  amoked  bis  inpe,  drank' a  toaH  portfen  ef 
sfArlta  and  water  himself  and  iasned  a  glaaa'to  eaoh  ef  Ma 
eompanicMia,  who  bad-  aeated  thenseHea  on  the  fldor»  fee 
eottmenoed  his  harangne,  by  mientioning  the  eireumetanoiia 
that  led  to  Ua  agreeing  to  aeeotaipitey  the  expeditiotfi'nil  'erir« 
gagement  Ubidi  be  waa  qolte  prepared  to  fbHH^'^Ilo-  mmk 
fcjoioed,  be  aaid,  to  see  snob  great  ebiefa  on  Uiianda;  bfi 
tribe  were  poor,  hot  they  loTed  white  men,  who  had  been 
their  benehetors  ;  and  be  hoped  that  the  visit  would  be  pfo^ 
dnotiTe  of  mnob  good  to  them.  It  waa  at  first  rmnoured^be 
said,  that  a  great  medicine  diief  accompanied  the  party,  who 
waa  able  to  restore  the  dead  to  life ;  at  this  he  njoioed  j  tMe 
prospect  of  again  seeing  bis  departed  rdatiTes  had  enlivened 
bis  spirits,  bnt  his  first  communication  with  Mr.  Weotxelhad 
removed  these  vain  hopes,  and  he  felt  as  if  Ills  friends  bad  a 
second  time  been  torn  from  him.  He  now  wished  to  be  in^ 
formed  exactly  of  the  nature  of  the  expedition. 

In  reply  to  this  speech,  which  had  been  pr^red  for  wmf 
days,  Captain  Franklin  endeavon^ed  to  explMu  the  ofajeeti 
of  tlie  mission,  in  a  manner  best  calculated  to  ensure  ins  exoru 
tions  in  tlia  aerfiee.  With  this  view,  aaya  Captain  Franklin^ 
I  told  bio)  tbat.we.were  aent  out  by  the  greateat  chief  in  the 
world,  wbo  wae  the  eoreriign  also  of  the  tradiag  companies 
in  the  country  i  that  he  wna  tliift  friend  of  peaon^  and  bad  the 
interest  of  every  nation  at  heart.  Having  learned  that  Us 
children  in  the  north,  were  mteh  in  itrant  of  artieleoof  iperfc 
cbandise,  in  consequence  of  theeidteinerlength  and  difficaHy 
of  the  prea^nt  route,  be  badneht  lis  to  aeardi  forwpaMigo 
by  the  sea^  .wbW^p: 4f  fonnd^*'  wOuM 'flBttMo^lirgirircaaeto  to 


m  WATfftUNt  JlHJRlffir 


iThai  w«  httd  not  ca»«  for  tiie  fmpomct  4#aile^  bM  mMlf 
lo,nitk#>dhc«Terfe»for  tbeir  benHkt|M  ir«lt  avAntclf  cf¥«ff 
4Mlher  ^#pla«  Tktt  webad  beea  liireaiad  U»  Miqaive  liltditfce 
UBiurt  of  all  the  pivikcHMf  oTlbetiMiiMriaa  «ii«  tbiglK  pMa 
tharngbt  and  parliodlarijr  rmp^Hmg  Ibeir  iiihaWl|i|g>'  'IImI 
.we  dttirad  tbe  Msiatance  of  ilie  ladiaos  id  gviiltag  M^  MM 
INrcmAiBg;  M  wi4h. foiMl ;  finally,  that  im  were  numtfnMk4€(iy 
^dmBi  by  tbe,  great  ebief  to  reoomaMti*  that  bagtllMit 
dbopiM  deaaMbrottghout  tbia  ooentry  f  and  eipeetally  b«fillNM 
tbe  ladiane  and  tbe  EUqabeaiuXy  wbon  be  eoliald«i%iri  «i 
cMldaeni  bi  eomoie*  with  otbar  aaHvae;'  aii4  by  w^y  er^tti 
faaaiag  the  kitar  point  nete  atroogty^  f  Haaiwtfit  blifrlb«l'4 
furfeiiiini  of  aUibe  adtaittagea  wtafob  eilgbt  be  JMlMpaled 
from  theevpadiiien  wouM  W  a  ^rtekl  MMaqweaee  if  any 
quarrel  evaee  beUreao  bb  party  aoJ  tbe  Baqetnaiatw  I  ala^ 
eomnunioelad  to.  bhp  that  e  wing  to  the  dijtawid  we*bed  y9H 
v^ttedf  we  bad  Imw  few  more  aiercw  tban  wAa  a#eeaaary  fef 
tha  vie«f  onre^wn  party;  a  pert  of  IbaaeboiTeinerrabairid  hft 
fortbwitk  preieolad  to  bbe ;  on  bia  retore  bieaiedbis  perty 
abauld  be  iemnnereted  wicb  detb.  ammttoilietii  tobaoto»  and 
aonie  uaefid  iroil  materialai  baaidaa  hfivlng  Aair  debla  to  lb# 
North-weat  Company  discharged* 

The  chief,  whose  name  wae  Abdiiobe  or  Big-faety  t(eflSe4 
by  a  renewal  of  Ma  aasomneea^  that  be  and  tiia  ftotty  weald 
attend  tlieni  to  the  end  of  the  josraey,  and  ilmt  they  wetitd 
do  their  utmost  to  provide  theiw  wilb  the  nMMia  elaabaiat' 
eaee; .  He  adoBitted  that  bis  tribe  bad  madtf  war  dp^it  ttie 
Kaquimaux,  but  aatd|  they  Hfmrc  narw  deairou^'dr  peaces  and 
unanimous  in  their  opinion  aa  tatbeneeaailtyidf  alllviiiieci^ 
oompaaied  tbem  abstaining  froos^very  aotof  enaiily  agehai 
that  nation.  He  added^  huWeaeTi^tbat  the  Bsqoimans^Wer^ 
▼ery  traa^baroii%  and  tbefaCate  reeottimended  Ibat  they 
abould  edrenee  toitanda  lliem. with  camieiir 

,Tbe  cemaminieatioaa  whiebibe  ebief  and  tliia»giri<liBatben 
gaiFi*MS[.eetiogtbero«te.|ai4ba  Coimxr-Iiline  Bii^^  andiii 
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couitM  to  die  tea,  coincided  in  every  material  yclmt  with  the 
•tatemeDU  which  were  made  by  others  at  CMpewyan,  bat 
they  diflfered  in  their  deaortptions  of  the  coast.  The  tnfor- 
ination,  howcTer,  collected  from  both  aources  -was  Tery 
▼ague  and  unsatisfactory.  None  of  Ms  tribe  had  been  mere 
than  three  days*  march  along  the  sea-coast  to  the  eastward 
of  the  river's  mouth. 

As  the  water  was  unusually  hf^  this  season,  the  Indian 
guides  recommended  going  by  a  shorter  route  to  the  Copper 
Mine  River  than  that  (hey  had  first  proposed  toMr.  Wentad, ' 
and  they  assigned  as  a  reason  for  the  change,  that  the  refai- 
deer  would  be  sooner  found  upon  this  tradk.    They  then 
drew  a  chart  of  the  proposed  route  on  the  floor  with  char- 
coal, exhibiting  a  chain  of  twenty-firef  smaH  lakes  extending 
towards  the  north,  about  one  Imif  of  them  connected  by  a 
river  which  flows  into  Slave  Lake,  near  Fort  Providence. 
One  of  the  guides,  named  Keskarrah,  drew  the  Copper* 
Siiue  River,  running  through  the  Upper  Lake,  in  a  westerly 
direction  towards  the  Great  Bear  Lake,  and  then  nerfherly 
to  the  sea.    The  other  guide  drew  the  rrver  in  a  straight 
line  to  the  sea  from  the  above-mentioned  place,  but  after 
some  dispute,  admitted  the  correctness  of  the  first  delinea- 
tion.   The  latter  was  elder  brother  to  Akafitcho,  and  he  said 
that  he  had  accompanied  Mr.  Heame  on  his  journey,  and 
though  very  young  at  the  time,  still  remembered  many  of 
the  circumstances,  and  particutaily  fhe  massacre  committed 
by  the  Indians  on  the  EsquimauY. 

They  pointed  out  another  lAe  to  fhe  southward  of  the 
river,  about  three  day^s  journey  distant  from  it,  on  whidi 
the  chief  proposed  the  next  Winter^  establishment  should  be 
formed,  as  the  rein-deer  would  pass  there  in  the  autumn  and 
spring.  Its  waters  contidned  fisih,  and  there  was  a  sufBeieney 
of  wood  for  building  as  weU  as  for  the  wlntei^s  consumption. 
They  could  not  say  what  time  It  would  take  in  reaching  Cho 
lake,  until  they  saw  the  manner  of  travelKng  in  the  large 
canoes,  but  they  supposed  it  would  he  about  twenty  days. 
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Akaitcho.  and  the  guides  having  oommuDicated  all  tba  ia« 
formtUon  they  possessed  on  the  different  points  to  which 
questions  had  been   directed.   Captain  Franklin  placed  a 
medal  round  the  neck  of  the  chief,  and  the  officers  presented 
theirs  to  an  elder  brother  of  his  and  the  two  guides,  commu* 
nicating  to  them  that  these  marks  of  distinction  were  giTeo 
as  tokens  of  friendship.     Being  conferred  in  the  presence 
of  all  the  hunters,  their  acquisition  was  highly  gratifying  to 
them,  but  they  studiously  avoided  any  great  expression  of 
Joy,  because  such  an  exposure  would  have  been  unbecomin/p 
the  dignity  which  the  senior  Indians  assume  during  a  confer- 
ence.   They  expressed  themselves  sensible  of  these  tokens 
of  regard,  and  that  they  should  be  preserved  during  their 
lives  with  the  utmost  care.    The  chief  evinced  mijich  pene- 
tration and  intelligence  during  the  whole  of  this  conversa- 
tion.    He  made  many  inquiries  respecting  the  discovery 
ships,  under  the  command  of  Captain  Parry,  which  had  been 
mentioned  to  him,  and  asked  why  a  passage  had  not  been 
discovered  long  agoy  if  one  exbted.  The  chief  was  desirous 
of  being  present,  with  his  party,  at  a  dance  which  was 
given  in  the  evening  to  our  Canadian  voyagers.    They  were 
highly  entertained  by  the  vivacity  and  agility  displayed  by 
them  in  their  singing  and  dancing;  and  especially  by  their 
imitating  the  gestures  of  a  Canadian,  who  placed  himself  in 
the  most  ludicrous  postures ;  and,  whenever  this  was  done, 
the  gravity  of  the  chief  gave  way  to  violent  bursts  of  laughter. 
In  return  for  the  gratification  Akaitcho  had   eiyoyed,  he 
desired  his  young  men  to  exhibit  the  Dog-Rib  Indian  dance; 
and  immediately  they  ranged  themselves  in  a  circle,  and 
keeping  their  legs  widely  separated,  began  to  jump  simul- 
taneously sideways;    their  bodies  were  bent,  their  hands 
placed  on  their  hips,  and  they  uttered  forcibly  the  inteijec- 
tion  Ua  at  each  jump.    Devoid  as  were  their  attatydes  of 
grace,  and  their  rousio  of  harmony^  the  novelty  of  the  exhi- 
bitiufl  was  amusing 
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The  ouilMi  ofdispdrahig  tdd  destroying  thettiiiiittftoet, 
by  lighting  ItfesattdleftTikigth^  coals  to  bara,  ivsfc  l^ttcttded 
with  a  Tery  serious  accident  The  tent  in  which  Cfeptrin 
fnuilLlin  slept  caught  Are  ud  was  entirely  consumed*  A 
quantity  of  powder  was  stowed  in  the  tent,  add  Hepbu^  Wis 
sleeping  within  it.  He  awoke  just  in  time  to  throw  the  pow* 
dtr  out  of  the  tenti  and  to  preserve  the  baggage ;  otherwise 
this  circumstance  would  have  put  an  end  to  the  further  pro- 
gress of  tliC  expedition. 

On  the  first  day  of  August  the  Indians  quitted  Fort  Pro^^l- 
denee,  and  proceeded  to  the  entr&tioe  of  YeHbw  Knifh  Ri- 
▼er.  After  their  departure  the  stores  were  uia^e  up  tiifb 
packages  of  about  eighty  pounds  for  the  oOflf enteiide  ofMfr** 
Tcyence.  to  this  arrangeitaent  the  absenoe  of  the  tndlstii 
was  indispensably  necessary,  as  they  Were  etnays  begging 
every  article  which  came  under  their  notice. 

The  expedition  now  consisted  of  th«'  fbllowing  persons, 
together  with  three  females,  the  wives  of  the  voyagers. 

John  Franklin,  lieutenant  of  the  royal  navy  and  eommandef* 
John  Richardson,  M.  D.,  surgeon  of  the  royal  nairy. 
Mr.  George  Back,  of  (he  royal  navy,  midshipman. 
Mr.  Robert  Hood,  of  the  royal  navy,  midsbipmtn. 
Mr.  Frederick  Wenttel,  clerk  to  the  North-west  Company^ 
John  Heoburn,  Knglish  seaman. 

Pierre  St  Germain,  Chipewyaa  Beis  BruMs 

Jean  Baptiste  Adam. 

Canadian  Vayagir^. 

Joseph  Peltier,  Gabriel  Beanparlaalt 

Matthew  Pelooquin,  dit  Credit,  Vincenia  Foatano, 
Sokmon  Belanger^  Regisle  Vaillant, 

Joseph  Benoit,  Jean  Baptiste  ^Wilf. 
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Jotepb  Gagne, 
Fierre  Dumas, 
Joseph  Foroier, 
Ignace  Perrault, 
Francois  Samandri. 


Jean  Baptitte  BeLuiger, 
Jean  Baptiste  Belleaa, 
Emaniiel  Cournoy^ei 
Miohael  Teroabaai£,  an  Iro^uoia. 


On  the  2ud  of  August  the  psrty  enoamped  at  about  eight 
miles  distance  from  Fort  ProYidenee,  and  on  the  follofving 
dftj  arrived  at  the  entrance  of  Yellow  Knife  RiTer,  where 
they  found  Akaiteho  and  his  party  with  their  families.  They 
mustered  a  fleet  of  seTenteen  canoes,  and  the  whole  party 
proceeded  together  up  the  River.  Akaiteho  endeavoured  to 
sustain  the  importance  of  his  character,  and  was  rowed  by 
a  youth  whom  he  made  captive  ;  when  however  be  was  so  far 
from  observation  as  to  admit  it^  he  laid  aside  his  importance^ 
and  aided  by  bis  personal  exertions  in  paddling  the  canoe. 
Several  of  the  canoes  were  paddled  by  women. 

In  crossing  a  portage,  the  Indians  bad  mnchtbesuperiority ; 
the  men  carried  the  canoes,  and  the  women  and  children  the 
clothes,  so  that  they  soon  accomplished  their  journey ;  while 
those  of  the  Expedition  had  to  make  four  journeys  to  convey 
their  canoes  and  stores.  At  night,  on  encamping,  the  men 
were  divided  into  different  watches  for  the  night,  with  ancf- 
Acer  attached  to  each  watch.  This  was  done  for  security  of 
the  property,  and  to  manifest  to  the  Indians  that  no  oppor- 
tunity could  occur  for  dishonest  attempts  ;  and  Akaiteho,  the 
chief,  observing  the  systematic  efforts  pursued  for  their  pro* 
tection,  declared  that  he  should  be  without  apprehension  of 
danger  from  the  Esquimaux,  as  no  opportunity  could  ooeor 
when  the  party  might  be  surprised. 

On  the  5th,  an  issue  was  made  of  the  last  portion  of  dried 
meat  in  their  possession  ;  and  a  few  pounds  of  preserved  nieat 
and  some  portable  soup  was  all  that  remained.  To  supply 
their  future  wants,  the  hunters  were  sent  forward  to  shoot 
the  rein  deer  which  usually  frequented  a  place  they  were 
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approooluDf  •  Aknitobo  also  informed  them  that  somelakea 
wbicb  they-  would  soon  approach  abounded  wilhiMi«  The 
▼oyag^ers  began  to  complain  that  they  could  not  proceed  wHh 
the  scanty  subsistence  that  was  now  given  tbem.  In  -the 
night  of  the  seTcnth,  the  dry  moss  where  they  w.ereencamped, 
by  some  accident  took  fire,  and  they  narrowly  escaped  losing 
great  part  of  their  canoes  and  baggage. 

ArriTing  at  Carp  Lake,  which  the  Indians  said  was  very 
productlfe  of  fishy  they  resolved  to  rest  for  a  day  or.  two  to  af- 
ford the  opportunity  of  recruiting  their  supply  of  provisions. 
The  chief  and  all  the  Indians  went  forwards  to  endeavour  to 
procure  some  rein -deer,  and  the  nets  produced  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  fish  to  give  the  whole  party  some  hearty  meals. 
Being  refreshed  by  this  supply,  they  proceeded  on  the  ele* 
venth,  and  received  the  agreeable  information  that  the  bun- 
ters  who  were  in  advance  had  obtained  a  supply  of  rein- deer. 
This  was  a  most  welcome  account,  as  the  Canadians  had  ex* 
pressed  g^eat  discontent  at  having  so  scanty  a  supply  of  food, 
and  complained  that  they  had  been  led  into  a  country  where 
there  were  no  means  of  subsistence. 

On  the  I4th  they  entered  Hunters*  Lake,  situated  in  lai« 
sixty-four  deg.  six  min.  and  in  long,  one  hundred  and  thirteen 
deg.  twenty-five  min.  The  hunters  brought  in  more  meat 
this  evening,  but  the  nets  produced  scarcely  apy  fish.  On 
the  following  day  they  received  no  less  than  seventeen  deeri 
so  that  a  sufficient  store  was^  now  obtained  for  some  daya  to 
come.  Akaitcho  now  proposed  that  he  and  bis  hunters  should 
proceed  towards  Winter  Lake  to  procure  a  fresh  store  of  pro* 
visions  against  the  arrival  of  the  party.  He  also  desired  the 
opportunity  of  providing  clothing  for  himself  and  people^ 
He  accordingly  was  peripitted  to  proceed. 

As  the  supply  of  provision^  was  now  very  abundant^  and  a^ 
prospect  of  its  contnuing  so,  the  people  resumed  their  cl^eer- 
fuli^ess,  and  on. the  nineteenth  the  party  orrifed  at  a  snuiU 
lake  to  the  westward  of  Winter.Lake,  where.  Akaitobo  ro*- 
commended  them  to  take  up  their  re^idenoe  for  tho  winter* 

L  L  L  2 
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Ti  Mag  Sunday^  divide  Mrtiea  mm  pevforvad  at  Mnal 
opportQoity  aAted.  The  dtttaaai^  fip— i  Faal  Okipatfyaa^ 
vMck  tbt  parly  bad  traveHed»  was  aearly  iiz  bwidrad  ailaa; 
aad  the  serf aals  ia  eonf eyiag  Iha  atarea  aaffoaa  Iba  patlafaa 
liad  araUMd  upwarda  af  oaa  buadrad  aad  fifty  nuilaa. 

At  Iba  parly  wera  axpeclad  la  tpand  maaiy  ai^alhaaiihia 
place,  tbey  ael  about  arealiog  a  plaaa  of  reaidence^  and  thay 
g^ie  la  it  tba  aMQ^  af  Fart  Ealerpriaa-  Mr.  Waaisal  had 
iba  principal  aupariodaadaacaQf  tbiaereclipo,  aftdtiiahttiU- 
iif  waa  aaade  aa  aooftfortaUa  aa  iba  raaoaroaa.  and  aircaoh* 
ataaieaa  waaUL  admiti 

Tbn  petty  waretba  aa%t  day  dMded  iala  twa  aoflDpa*icas 
oaftcaaipaAy  ^aa  lo  ptaoura  laaod  aad  area!  a  atmr*4Kinai^ 
aad  tbaolket  CQa^Maf  irara  tai  baing^  In  iba  promidoa^  Aa 
it  araa  tbe  intenliao  af  Gaplaia  FiaiAlHa  Hi^  daaaand  tbcOap* 
paC'^QMaA  RiTaff  ha  aeni  finr  ib^;  ehiaf^  wba  waa  baniiBg  i& 
tlia  Mtjg^bQurhaQd^  according  aa  ba-  bad  appotnlad  an 
laamag  iba  panty  acaaa  d»y%  praaedingpw  Oatbia  anival'liaw* 
afar  U  appear^  t bal  his  bad  paocnred  hu  t^fiir  dear :  for  bav* 
ing  beard  of  the  death  of  bin  bralbae  in  lawi  aaveral  days  had 
baan  apaol  m  lamaalaiiQn  a^  that  account.  Ha  alao  reftiaed 
tAaccoDipaBy  iba;  party  la  the  Copper-^aMae  River,  aaylag 
ibat  the  winter  waa  toe  i«r  adTanccd,  thai  ibe  rein-deer  had 
left  tbe  river,  aad  thai  provlaioaa  would  not  be  to  be  pra- 
cnaed.  Captain  Fraaklin  atill  assarting  that  he  ahoutd  niaka^ 
tbe  alienpt^  Almitoboaaid  that  it  should  not  bakid  to  their 
dMTga  ttiat  Ibeir  visitors  were  s«iffi»«ed'  to  go  alone ;  and  bW 
thaugk  it  did  appear  to  him  that  iba  Jonmey  would  be  at  the. 
peril  aCtbeir  lives,  yet  that  some  of  his  young  meiii  should' 
accompaay  tbe  parly.  Captain  Franklin  assured  the  chief 
that  he,  in  common,  with  sit  bis  companions,  was  solioitatta  for 
the  selfoM'e  of  all  that  aceompaaied  theoi ;  but  that  it  was 
of  impartaace  to  obtain  some  correct  knowledge  of  that  river, 
ia. ardor  Chat  in  th^ir  n^xt  deapatches  to  the  Great  CTbM* 
(the  King  o(  Great  Britain)  tbey  migbt  starte  some partlouhrs 
caapecting  ik    Afcailelio^  after  all,  appeared  so  greatfy  itf 
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oli;i^  to  Am  Joorney,  ttuii  U  «m  thought  prndoBtto  daoIiM 
the  atteoipt  On  holding  a  ooiifereDee  with  the  oflk»«n  ofi 
tb«  miijooty  it  wao  final! j  reaolTed  that  llr,  Baok  and  lb. 
Hood  thottld  be  lant  to  explore  thooB  partt,  in  alightenog. 

On  the  25th|  John  Hepborn,  the  English  8cainan>  having 
gone  out  to  hunt,  adenaefogcomingon,  he  mined  the  loady 
and  not  returning  hi  the  OTeningy  the  greateat  anxiety  pre* 
trailed  for  hie  safety.  Nothing  was  heard  of  hijD  on  the  fol- 
lowing day ;  and  on  the  twenly«8eTenth  a  party  of  Indians 
went  in  seareh  of  him.  They  fertanately  spQeeeded*  and 
brought  him  back  the  same  evenings  although  hewaamneh 
fsttgned*  He  bad  been  wandering  about  during  tbe  whole 
tsmej,  and  bad  eaten  only  a  partridge^  and  the  tongue  ef<n 
deer  which  be  shot.  After  partakiDg  of  aonw  Cood>  and  tak* 
ing  rest,  be  recovered  his  usual  health  and  strengtlu 

An  eclipse  l»eiog  to  take  place  about  this  time,  Akaitcho 
was  informed  of  it,  and  when  tbe  circumstance  oocured^  it 
brought  bim  to  the  most  decided  admission  of  the  superior 
knowledge  and  talents  of  tbe  white  people^  who  could  account 
for,  and  foretell  such  an  event ;  and  be  said  that  he  and  bit 
peofde  coidd  not  but  be  gisd  to  bare  tbe  company  of  such 
iulelligeitt  persons,  and  that  on  their  psrt  every  eaertioa 
should  be  made  te  procure  provisions. 

On  tile  99lb,  Mr*  Hood  and  Mr«  Bsok^.  accompanied  by 
Pierre  St.  Germsin,  eight  Canadisns.  and  one  of  (be  IndJuins^ 
emlmrked  to  explore  the  Copper-mine  River.  If  the  we$i-. 
ther  permitted,  lie  was,  on  arrivimg  at  its  banks,,  to  tifce 
its  eourse  and  noake  observstionn  far  a  few  dsyn  and  then  h» 
return*  At  this  time  also  the  Indian  chief  .took  his  depar* 
ture^  leaving  two  of  bis  people  to  procure  prayisions. 

On  tbe  9th  of  Seplenber,  having  nothing  which  partic.u-^ 
larly  required  theis  aiienlion  toi  prevent  it  Dr.  Richsrdion 
and  Captain  Franklin  set  oiit.on  an  eaeursion  to.tbe  Ceppe^ir, 
mine  River»  taking  three  of  tlie  servants  with.,them.^  They, 
attempted  ss  straight »  course  as.  the  couutry  would^permit. 
The  lend  was  extremely  basren^-  there  being  scarcely  anjr 
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treei.    On«  of  the  paHy  killed  ft  rein-deer,  of  which  thejitll 
pertook.    At  aightj  they  htdto  sleep  on  the  froseii  groudf 
with  only  a  amaU  quantity  of  twigs  under  them,  and  little  ca- 
tering upon  them.    In  Indian  who  was  of  the  party  stripped 
himadf  naked ;  and  then  warming  himself  by  the  fire,  co* 
Tisred  himsdf  with  his  garments  and  went  to  sleep.    Tliey 
paaaed  a  herd  of  rein-deer  on  the  second  day  and  killed  one 
bi  tlieai ;  hat  they  were  so  loaded  already  that  they  left  the 
greater  part  of  the  carcase  behind,  carefully  coTcred  with 
stones,  some  of  the  party  intending  to  possess  themselrei  of 
it  on  their  return.    On  the  thirteenth  they  came  in  Tiew  of 
the  Copper-mine  Rirer,  and  soon  arriTed  on  the  edge  of 
Point  Lake,  which  ia  about  the  lat  of  6S  deg.  9  min;  and 
long.  113  deg.  07  min.    HaTing  satisfied  themselTes  as  far  as 
the  present  circumstance  admitted,  they  set  out  on  their  re* 
torn  to  the  fort.    The  coldness  of  the  weather  had  consi- 
derably increased.   The  ground  was  eoTcred  with  snow,  and 
the  whole  country  had  a  wintry  appearance.    On*  tiie  16th 
they  arrired  at  their  old  quarters  at  Fort  KnMppriae.    Mr* 
Back,  Mr.  Hood  and  the  party  accompanying  them,  had  re- 
turned  from  their  journey  to  explore  the  Copper*mine  Ri* 
Tcr.    They  had  travelled  upwards  of  fifty  miles  to  the  north- 
ward, as  far  as  the  Lake   into  which   the   Copper- nine 
River  runs.    Although  the  cold  was  severe,  and  fuel  was 
scarce,  yet  they  cheerfully  persevered  in  their  Journey,  and 
no  complaint  was  made  of  any  one  attached  to  the  party.  ■ 

During-  the  absisnce  of  the  reoonnoitering  parties,  Mr; 
Wenttel  had  proceeded  in  the  erection  of  the  house*  md  in 
the  beginning  of  October,  the  place  being  finished,  thc^ 
parly  removed  into  it.  It  was  merely  a  lo^^bftiMingv  fifty* 
ftat  long,  and  twenty  four  wide^  divided  into  ai  haK/  Ihfee 
bed  rooms  and  a  kitchi»n.  ThewaHs  and  roof  w^re  pllitered 
with  clay,  the  floors  laid'  with  platoks  rudely  squared  with 
the  hatchet,  and  the  ifrindows  clbsed  With  parchment  of  dMf  * 
skin.  Thecliiy,  whlch'froin  the  coldness t>f  the  weather  rie^' 
quired  to*  be  tempered  befoife  the  fire  With  lM>e  wkt^,  frdtft 
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M  it  was  daubed  oi»,  aftarwardt  crtcked  in  tocb  a  tnanner 
as  Co  admit  the  wiod  from  every  quarter ;  yet»  comparai 
whh  ibe  lenU,  tbie  aew  babitatiou  appeared  oomfortaUe ; 
aad  baling  filled  tbe  capacious  clay-built  cbimney  witb  fag* 
gots,  tbey  spent  a  cheerful  evening  before  tbe  invogorating 
blase.  Tbe  change  was  peculiarly  beneficial  to  Dr.  Ricbard- 
aon,  who  having,  in  one  of  his  excursions,  incautiously  laid 
down  on  the  froxen  side  of  a  bill  when  heated  witb  walking, 
had  caught  a  severe  sore  throat,  which  became  daily  wersa 
whilst  remaiaing  in  tbe .  tents,  but  he  began  to  mend  soon 
after  be  was  enabled  to  .confine  himself  to  tbe  more  equable 
warmth  of  the  bouae. 

Tbcmeridtaa  sun  at  this  time  melted  the  light  covering  of 
snow  or  hoar  frost  on  the  lichens,  which  clothe  the  barren 
grounds,  and  rendered  them  so  tender  as  to  attract  great 
herds  of  rein-deer.  Captain  Franklin  estimated  the  niunbers 
be  saw  during  a  short  walk,  at  upwards  of  two  thousand; 
They  form  into  herds  of  different  sizes,  from  ten  to  a  hun« 
dred,  according  as  their  fears  or  accident  induce  them  to 
unite  or  separate.  The  females  being  at  this  time  more  lean 
and  active,  usually  lead  the  van.  Tbe  haunches  of  the  males 
are  now  covered  to  the  depth  of  two  inches  or  more  witb  fat, 
which  beginning  to  get  red  and  high  flavoured,  is  considered 
a  sure  indication  of  the  commencement  of  the  rutting  season^ 

The  horns  of  the  rein-deer  vary,  not  only  witb  its  sex  and 
age,  but  are  otherwise  so  uncertain  in  their  growth,  that 
they  are  never  alike  in  any  two  individuals.  The  old  males 
slied  their^s  about  the  end  of  December ;  the  females  retain 
them  until  the  disappearance  of  tbe  snow  enables  them  to 
frequent  the  barren  grounds,  about  the  middle  or  end  of  May« 
soon  after,  which  period  they  proceed  towards  tbe  sea-coaat 
and  drop  tbeir  young.  The  young  males  lose  their  boms 
about  the  same  time  with  tbe  females  or  a  little  earlier,  sofup 
of  them  as  eariy  as  ApriL  The  hair  of  the  Mn-deer  falls  in 
July,  and  is  succaededtby  ashort  thick  coat  of  oningled  dovi^ 
deep  reddish,  ^xA  yeUo^h^browwi  Ul«  l)fUr  Md.  urum^ 
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put!  of  tiM  mdk,  lt«.,  remaiBing  white.  As  Um  winter 'Ii* 
^fWthw  the  bair  beeomeff  loagefi  aid  lighter  In  Ite  oolounii 
Iia4  it  begiot  te  hniteD  in  May,  beiaf  tlieii  nvdi  warn  on 
the  aidaa,  from  the  animal  rabbiag  itaeif  agalaal  traaa  avd 
itoaee.  Their  prfneipal  moTenent  to  tlie  oorthward  eoii* 
laeaoaa  generally  in  the  end  of  April,  wli«i  the  anew  begtea 
fa  Bseit  on  the  aldea  -of  the  hilla  i  and  early  in  May,  when 
targe  patehea  of  the  ground  are  i^iailrfei  they  are  on  the  bmka 
of  the  Gepper-mitte  Riirer.  The  feoMlea  tdia  the  lead  in 
tMe  spring  migration,  and  bring  ferth  their  yMng4>n  the  aea* 
ftehst  about  the  end  of  May  or  beginning^of  Jane.-  TlMra  are 
certain  spots  or  passes  well  known  to  the  ladianai^  tkraogh 
wtAoUth^deerinrariably  pass  hi  their  migrattei  tvaad  ftom 
the  eoast^  and  it  faaa  been  ebaerted  that  they  al  waya  ivawl 
egaiast  the  wind. 

The  herds  of  rein-deer  are  attended  in  tileb  vAgtMrnm  by 
bands  of  woltea,  which  destroy  a  great  many  of  fhem.  The 
Copper  Indians  kill  the  rein-deer  in  the  anmmer  with  the 
gun,  or  tekiug  admntage  of  a  iktonrabte  disposition  of  the 
ground,  they  enclose  a  herd  npon  a  neck  of  land^  and  drire 
them  inte  a  lake,  where  they  fall  an  essy  prey;  but  In  the 
epring,  when  they  are  nnmeroua  on  the  ekirte  of  ttie  woods, 
they  cateh  them  in  snares.  The  snarea  are  simple  nboses, 
formed  taito  a  rope  made  of  twisted  sinews,  which  are  placed  in 
the  aperture  of  a  slight  hedge,  constructed  of  the  branches  of 
trees.  This  hedge  is  so  disposed  as  to  form  Set eTal  winding 
«ompartmente,  and  although  it  is  by  no  means  strong,  yet 
the  deer  seldom  attempt  to  break  throvgh  it  The  lierd  is 
led  into  the  labyrinth  by  two  conrerglng  rowa  of  poles,  and 
one  is  generally  caught  at  each  of  the  opeaAnga  by  the  noose 
flaoed  there.  The  hunter,  too,  lying  fn  amlMlsh,  stiibs  some 
i>f  them  with  his  bayonet  aa  they  pass  by,  and  tiie  wkole  herd 
frequently  becomea  his  prey. 

The  Dog- rib  Indiana  bare  a  mode  of  kiUing  these  ani* 
mala,  wliioh  though  simple,  is  rery  anoeeaalM.  It  was  thus 
tiaaeribed  by  Mr.  Wentiel,  who  tmiUM  iodsig^naiongat^that 
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ing'itt  oM  iMid  the  bonis  and  part  of  the  skin  of  Ch«h«i^u^ 
a  dMT,  Md  io  ibt  other  a  aoiall  bundle  of-twige»  agahiet 
wliMi  ^le,  lirom^  titne  to  tine,  robe  the  borne,  imitatiog  -  the 
g9etere8ipeeiilier to tbeaDimal.    UieeooiPade  followe,  tread* 
iegexfiiotly  to  hie  footetepey  and  holding  the  gaoe  of  both  in 
a.horiiontal  position,  so  that  the  mtnslee  prqject  under  the  ' 
artve  oC  bim  ivbo  oarries  the  bead.    Both  banters  ha? e  a  Al*-  ■■ 
let  of  fvbite.ebia  round  their  foreheads,  and  the  ^reaioal  hnb'' 
aTatripe.of  tboaamektiid  round,  bis  wriste*' 'Tliejt  approieh*' 
tboherd  by  degrees^  raising  their  lege*  very  slow! j,  but«et^  ' 
ting  thesAddewn  somewhat  auddenly,  after  the  manner  M  %>* 
deer,  pnA always takiegoare  lo lift. tbein irigbt oe leffc  ttMUt-' 
simultaneojusly.    If  any  of  the  herd  lease  off  feeding  to  fSM  • 
upon  this  extraordinary  phenomenon,  it  instantly  stops^  mmi  ' 
the.  head  begins  to  play, its  part  by  lioking  its  shoulders^  and 
performing  other  necessary  rao Yemenis.    In  this  way  the  - 
hunters  attain  the  very  centre  of  the.  herd  ifithout  exeitlog- 
suspicion,  and  have- leisure  to  single  out  the  fattest*    The  • 
hiqdmpst  saao  then  pushes  forward  bis  comrade's  gud,lhe' 
head  is  dropt,  and  they  both  fire  nearly  at  the  same  insUuil. 
The  herd  soampers  off.  the  hunters  trot  after  them;  in  a 
short  time  the,  popraMnals  halt  to  ascertain  the  cause  of  thebr ' 
terror^  their  fpes  stop  at  the  same  instant,  and  haf  ing  loaded 
as  tbey  ran,  greet  the  gasers  with  a  second  fatal  dischargo. 
The  consternation  of  the,  deer  increases,  they  run  to  and  Dm 
in  the  utmost  confusion,  and  sometimes  a  great  part  of<4he 
herd  is  destroyed  within  the  space  of  a  few  hundred  yardu* 

Having^^notbing.to  require  attention,  Mr.  Back  and  ilr. 
Weutael,  aoiapaqpaaiediby  two  of  the  voyagers  and  two  1«« 
dians,  with  the  wives  ^f  the  latter,  whose  names  were  fiUtle 
Forehead  and  Smiling  Martin,  set  eat  on  the  eigbteenthj'on  ■ 
a  journey  to  Fort  Providence,  to  expedite;  the  convayjaee^of  i 
stores,  and  .t#  obtain  additional  supplies  of  amoBuaitiony  to*  » 
bacoo,  and  other  -  jartieles..  >  ,  -m^  -        -  *'  ■  '^'''<''  * 

In  tbeoQpMriiiffitiHa.atttttosn  thefjwoaaredlipwiivte 
P.  v.  19.  M  M  M 
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tbM«Mi4.pMnri«  vdgkt  of  M19  mA  wdgMig  Mo  piMUkto 
wd  uftnui4§0,  WhMi  tte  wtstlMr  was  iet«M  Ito  flA  irM# 
uUkftf  wera  %KkMk  «lil  of  lb« Mto ;  Mkl  if  Ihoy  IMTe  ftfter- 
wMdo  plftoid  lieMr  th^  fil«  to  m  to  Ibiw tboide^  ttoy  fOTiV«d^ 
OYM  whan  the}  baid  boeo  ib  a  Cfoaan  alaCefbr  iOfartl  koart. 
TW  pdrtj  who  bad  baen  dispatahid  to  Fort  ProfMaaoa 
oadliaiiiag  longer  abaant  than  had  bean  aspaoled,  (t  ooea* 
aiOAed  aaaiiderabla  anxiety,  aapeaially  aasoof  tba  IndlaMi 
wJia  gave  wi^»  aa  waa  Ihelr  auatoBd  an  aueb  oaoatfhrfl%  to 
faarfol  apprdteuaioaa.  Al  one  time  they  tuppoaad  thay  h*d 
pariahad  by  aodie  aeotdent,  at  hnothari  that  Ihay  bad  baott 
mutderad  by  aoina  Indian  tribe.  The  vepaOtidii  of  Ibtll' 
faart  gMilly  dhpiritedlbaCanadiana;  butiaOapMa  Flralik« 
luijuid  hia  oempAniona  always  eipresaed  the  titmmt  eoil«« 
dteae  that  they  would  aoon  reoelf e  advioe  reapaotiligf  ttadr 
abaent  friandai  thay  atroTo  agauiat  their  forebodiogi^  MtO  on 
the  iwenty-lhird  of  Nof  ember  Belanger,  one  Of  the  toya^^ 
gata  who  aooompaoied  Mr  Back|  made  his  ap{>aaraktoe«  Ha 
cama  alonay  haTing  left  hia  eoropanioaa  tba  day  bafora  fa  a 
wood  through  wliioh  they  paaaed,  and  aa  tba  ahOW  fell  In 
abundanee  they  ware  too  timid  to  encounter  the  atortn.  Ila 
wat  ooTered  with  anow  and  ice  from  the  ae?erlty  of  the  irea- 
thar«  He  brought  a  paeiKet  of  letterai  whioh  had  baaii  a^t 
by.  the  Uray  of  Canada  in  the  canoea  of  the  North*  Weat  CMi« 
paoy  to  Fort  ProVideneei  and  a  few  balls  for  the  gatte.  He 
alikted  that  aeTeral  packages  from  York  Factory  had  baen 
leftat  the  Grand  Rapid  in  oonaequence  of  a  mhunderafanti* 
ing  or  dispute  between  the  servanta  of  the  North-west  atid 
Httdaon's  Bay  Companies.  This  waa  a  moat  aerloaa  dtaap- 
poidtment  lo  all  partica  ;  more  eapecially  aa  it  waa  kll)^8i«> 
bla  to  preaentany  thing  to  the  Indians  equivalent  totheloaa 
ot  ammunitioil  and  tobacco ;  the  one  article  so  oeeeMary  to 
procure  food»  the  other  so  essential  to  the  comfort  of  th^  Iti^ 
diaaa*  The  letters  contained  iaformation  that  iwb  of  the  Es» 
quimauz  nation  were  engaged  as  interpretera,  had  Were  on 
their  Jotthiay  ?  Ma  waa  anost  aooaptable  nami  to  MM  tmlRana, 
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u  the;  wertfftuM  tf thay  yw<f  a>d  •a^thiwri  of  «a|ll^ 

On  (fie  (b7fcho^hi9«t«l>«n4  aktei  tt^mHtMJtf  ' 
bdiindf  BrriTad ;  but  they  gave  out  reporta  of  lb  paUfuljlfii^ 
Inn  u  te  ^  tbe  eneiMi  vT  tlw  eBiMffita  H  kMMil. '  Vluy 
•tatoi  tbni  Mr.  iVedu,  4i»  gnHiMJn  ■i4few«>  nf  W0 
ProTMeaoe,  had  tcM'tbem,  4fant  af  b*  flr^  Mif  l|i»«fflgM| 
of  a  grent'Ciitef,  tiwpirt^'Waa*  ■en^a.wt^rdapenlilf 
in«ii]|iea,  wboae  only  aim  waaU  aWrio  aiAdaMM  I^aiHt 
aan  in  ibepIenUM  «o«4ry  efHiA  eopfMvIfdMla  j  I^Mti 
ttf  «b«hy  tbeir ted ImA Mj^ffHeiwitlf  rffttliiMlW fMi^tr 
Iba  tntfn^  ObmiiiilK  M  ftTritm  trti  hii  liq  mwIim 
proUhnhj  nf  ftrir'rnirarWnrftiliiiiiii  w^liyhtWIi 


iHtoodj  deairAJ  I*  fev^  «h*  iirtUr^i^lklBad,4MiigMi6* 
ttmafiBM^  tkaibe'oeiiUneCwalit'U.^  dfiUn  'yittUlq 
then  pitted  oil  tomBOHkHr.  Wentt^ :  «Hh  Hbdn.  4^ 
faad  long'WoD  aecmCoitaad  «»  tirade*  |wdf  lodged  tha  irmjll 
ofhia  t^ompattt  ftw  Ibe  «tfprfai(ed  p«waMa4aiha:parl|r  «iat 
aeeompaiiled  tbem,andtlnt<be  ttufcydated—byAk^tofct 
and  Ilia  purtyliad  ^Aready  itm  tmnHM*  irid«fc«w  otHmM 
a  taffieteat  praef  of^i«flueaoa«itb1b»nartk«ve|t  p*ii||MW 
He  «1m  Tenfmded  Akaitab*!  4Mli«nil«aHMd4baK«|[rir 
■MUX  IoIm  broufht  np  at  *  grant  a^Mnal^  sat  «vidMAB  af 
UMff  fnture  iMenlfaH.  the  Intiaia  ietfMl  Ag«  A»mt 
iianMe  tppnrnaay  aatfiOed,  bat  Ihla  boainaM  Mt  in  tWMtf 
prodnefin^  bhmA  fawo««rian«a,  mhI  fnoaad  flary  4»ttb 
neotal  to  ttie  progiaai  of  the  Bzpadlliaft. 

Thoraaldaaoa  ofaogMntA  aun^  nf^aaiklia  «|^b»da 
nt  Port  Ja^prpilaB.onnaad  —ah,  a  iafgxwnaawniiiqpt^  pant 
iWnni  !■  Iniumi ITapl^ia rranlhi  Tn  fqifiiinl ilt\iiuwni 
ttaaea  to  dikaiMtw ;  «nd  ha  peomUad  to  ^nd  Ua  ff^Awag; 
na  ballaifbiab  hnd  bMn  N«>l«ed  ibgfidaagw  MnjlMi 
Un  fbr-th9ti8a«f'blahnnl«a»  aad  «lkar  'f-p-'tg  •  MMk 
longier  Owy  ^Mod  thnir  naUenea  anar  Fort '■atenpitH. 
AkaUohe*»«wlherIbdiix  a<  4>biiaM>me|:  UU  fe•l|Ai*rM»• 
M  ■  »  » 
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hlDd,  with  two  female  comptDions,  requesting,  in  case  of 
her  death,  tbatabe  might  be  buried  at  a  distaoce.froin  the 
house,  that  his  mind  might  not  be  pained  wbenever  be  .pame 

beck. 

The  wife  of  Kedcairab,  one  of  the  Ipdi^i^  guides,  beipg 
afflicted.  Dr.  Richardson  gave  bim  a  medicine  to  be  takenhj 
her.  In  receiTiBg  it^  he  practised  a  variety  of  cerewpnies 
which  in  their  opinion  were.no  doubt :iis  effeotual  to  |ier 
recoTcry  as  the  medieine  itself,  which  fortunately  assisted  bi^r 
reooTery  They  had  a  daughter  named  Qreen  StojckingSp 
who  was  considered  by  all  as  a  great  beauty.,,  Iqdee^,  (o 
high  an  opinion  bad  her  mother  of  her  cbafiois,  that  qn  nittiqg 
fbr  her  pictnre,  which  after  some  unw^liogoess  Mr».IXqo4 
was  permitted  to  take,  the  good  old  lady  expressed  hj^cpn* 
▼iotienthat  when  the  Great  Chief  (King  George)  saiv.her 
picture^  he  would  not  be  satisfied  uptil  he  bad  sept  for  tl^ 
original  to  make  her  his  wife.  The  youpg  lady,  ^Ithpugb  un- 
der  sixteen  years  of  age,  had  already  had  two  husbands. 

The  weather  at  this  time  was  extremely  oold^  SS^  belpw 
sero ;   yet  notwithstanding  this  severity  the  people  went 
about  their  regular  daily  labours,  wea^ipg:  leatlier  mittenti. 
furred  caps,  and  rein««deer  shirts.   ..AHbougb  tbeir  faces 
were  without  oovering,  they  experienced. po  ill  effects,  ex- 
cepting wben  en  the:  water,  or  any  unsheltered  place,  whpr^ 
the  wind  came  with  full  foroe.    The  operation'  of,  the  cu|4 
however  upon  the  trees  was  such  as  to  render,  them  as  im? 
pervioM  as  a  stone,  so  that  in  attempting  to  fell  them  almost 
every  hatchet  was  hroken.    .  ...         .  .,       •    ;  , 

'  Captain  Franklin  says,  as  it  may  be  interesting,  to  kQow 
how  we  passed  our  time  at  this  season,  of  tbi^  yeart  X  a|iaU 
mention  briefly,  that  a  considerable  portion  of  it  was  ooQiipied 
in  writing  up  our  journals,  i  Some  newspapers  and  n^agar 
»nes,  that  we  had  received  from  Englaad  with  our  lett^, 
were  read  again  and  again,  and  commented  upon,  ^t.yvij 
meals  ;  and  we  often  exercised  ourselves  with  ooiijeqiuring 
the  changes  that  might  take  place  in  the  world  bi^roi^  wa 
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aoiiU  hear  from  it  again.    Tbe  probability  of  our  reeeiTiog 
iotten,  aad  the  jperiod  of  tbelr  arrival,  were  ealoolated  to  a 
.nieety.     We  oocasionally  paid  the  woodmeii  a  f  isit,  or  took 
a  walk  for  a  mile  or  two  on  the  river. 

lo  the  eTenioge  we  joined  the  men  io  the  hall,  and  took  a 
part  in  their  games,  which  generally  continued  to  a  late  hour; 
in  ahort,  we  nerer  found  the  time  to  hang  heavy  upon  our 
bandi ;  and  the  peculiar  occupations  of  each  of  the  officers 
afforded  them  more  employment  than  might  at  first  be  sup- 
fiosed. 

On  the  15th  some  of  the  men  nrrifed  front  Fort  Provi- 
dence. They  brought  some  rum,  a  barrel  of  powder,  some 
tobacco,  sixty  pounds  of  ball,  and  some  clothing.  The  spirits 
were  froten,  and  so  severe  vas  the  temperature  that  their 
fingers  adhered  to  the  glass.  It  appeared  by  the  confession 
of  one  of  the  Indians  who  accompanied  the  party  from  Fort 
Providence,  that  they  had  drawn  out  some  of  the  rum.  This 
disposition  to  a  breach  of  trust  was  the  occasion  of  much  dis« 
tress,  as  it  manifested  how  little  reliance  was  to  be  placed 
on  these  people.  It  was  more  peculiarly  distressing  when  it 
was  manifest  that  their  superiors  were  suffering  equal  if  not 
greater  privations  than  themselves.  The  ammunKion,  and  a 
part  of  the  rum,  were  sent  to  Akaitcho» 

On  the  27th  the  two  Esquimaux  arrived.  Their  nametf 
were  The  Belly  and  The  Ear.  Mr.  Wentsel,  and  St.  Ger- 
main, one  of  the  interpreters,  accompanied  them.  The  Bs^ 
quimaux  had  also  a  nkme  given  to  them  correspondent  willr 
the  month  of  their  arrival  at  Fort  Churchill,  and  wttre  called 
Junius  and  Augustus. 

On  the  5th  of  February,  Akaitcho  sent  for  further  supplies 
of  ammunition  ;  and  by  his  people  Captain  Frinklid  was  in- 
formed that  reports  most  unfavourable  to  that  ennfidenbef  no 
requisite  on'  the  part  of  Aie  Indians,  were  oireillateA' anA 
that  it  was  said  Mr:  Week^  had  not'fulfillM  wcfaki6mhmmdd 
made  on  him.  '     '  '    '  •  .     .» 

It  appeared  that  the  Esquimaux  Aogval^ 'dame  ^Cronib 
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thii|ir<gliywilw>d^ChMgchil1»  andmicomptfiDf  tlMltlM- 
9HafftMiliitfifr|mjiUs4  books  for  ilttttte«ftlioM  of  Uhii 
MsiO'OJi  Ikes  Lohrador  eooot^  it  tno  ootoolialljr  tha 
Augustus,  after  bis  arrival,  orsoted.  o  s«ow«Jiouot^  Otttting 
niiloiabo4iifBsidvilireolsotkNif,  mi  inr lnvo  iUok,  and  two 
CmC  dceiK  Tko  baikisaf  wm  abovt  o^ks  faot  Ugki^.Wfl 
4ko  kyisrs4if  sao««arepioced#Tercackoikof  WiaiasaCaM^ 
thadfealrlmnD  mtM  a  eoapleladoinofnui  aiooted*  Tk»a»- 
tiBoeo  iraa  spprniMked  by  aiopa,  tihioh  M  iaio  a  ball.ar 
|iorch ;  tben  going  ibrougb  a  passage  there  wss  to  anteoba^* 
ksr.  i¥tmtt  Ibonce  yoo  passed  iaio  anoAker  fassago^  oa/ooa 
aide-of  wkioh  nas  Abe  caofcing  bouse,  )iad  aa  Ika  otbem-a^ 
4mB  forjiHKMt  dbtona  pari  of  ibis  pnastge  4faii  4ba  6i;o»<pUaai 
ike  only  omt  hi  ika  buiUiag,  Ffa«  Ikeaee  you.  oateiadaa#» 
Abar  a|MriaKnl>  aa  m^  side  of  wkiab-  were  bod  pbvia»  fa4 
ia  1bO{«sati»:a  sittting  plaoo^  Beyiaid  tkfs.  spos  s  ^sMisllar 
sfHrtfotaA  wbrse  Iba  proviaiaaff  belongbig  ila  Ibo.fiMajly  aMt 
oareruUy istawad^  ...   '*.:;<         .  ./ 

Oa^tha  Mi4if  Manskp  ihe  people  reiamed  tmmV^i.Pmt 
ndeajse briagiag  all  Ibeakores  Abat^MHild  h»  fmw^mLi  M 
aoaaaied  of  a  oadkof  Aimir,  AkiAlyHuoL  pounds  of ^agsi:,  jf^snAir 
poModaof  tMsardar*  and  a  roll  of  Aobpoea.  Ate.  W^rk^^tmif 
the  opportunity  of  wriAiag  ta  CapAaJa  Frank\i#  io  awwe  |««i^ 
tkail4ke  reports  vbUbikadkoeo  cybrooUledoAstiAgtfiaAliiillsd 
said  tbey  nare  only  a  par^  of  AdfoaUireas  ares  ea^tiaff  y  fyitbt 
out  foaodalson,  bnl  ibat>on  ike'Ooatrory  bebidatP04i#rf«V9 
ttMAg  ia  .bis  potter  io  aid  tbe  eSiirta.aribe  E%\w^imhM^ 
had  djseomiicaanoed  Aktitckto  iRdkeo  biB>aigiijd»*d  fa  kA#  km 
intention  of  learing  all  connection  with>Caplsip.-F#iaiiWir% 
paitty.  Tba9afdoo1qRationskaingi|«AdiSkOPVr^4oAkeflf)4«ins 
ibao  sd  Foit  Enleiipriae,  ooo  of  fkem  assarted  rtbst  Jm  rbima 
aaif  bad  kaajcd  Mr.  Wieaks  eapMis  bwaatf  io  QMl^NBi^^ 
flw(eiqpaditiaa»iaiMl4fasfattnprfsad  thai  ka  akoiiW  d«py,|k«ft 
hakadiMidnaab  MuAu^lm M^mnf^  HiA^nmt  $bfimihf  Mlh 
est  assurances  tbat  be  would  continue  to  render  tbfM  a^Mgi 
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fihl  fM  17(11  Mr  B«ck  f^tttrA^.  H«  hid  {Mtrntdiit  M 
Ihr  ««  Fort  tnAptwyMj  hafM^  trarelltfd  on  foot  siiiettlieMik 
hM  tf^rttih*  from  Port  t/A<eq>t'l§«,  tiiore  tlHiii  om  cbovHiml 
M\^.  Wbeil  he  fttld  Mr.  W^tt^l  quitted  Fort  EoterpriM 
M  thii  c4gb!eefKh  of  Oeti^befi  to  tMi  Fort  Phfiridmoe^  Cw# 
OtiifcidWHS,  tMf0  Iiklbfi  hUht^rti^  and  their  wifet  oco#iD|Nailed 
liiMi.  Their  root  lay  nometimes  orer  lakes  so  thinly  froseA* 
thM  ttie  loe  often  lient  under  tbem^  On  passing  oter  odoof  the 
hricei  «ln  ineitiinite  oeeurred  of  tlie  kindest  feeling  on  the  part 
ef  th«  Indiailst  pmvisions  beingsemroe)  one  of  the  wotten  Biak« 
tftg  ^  hole  Ibreugh  the  iee^otught  e  fine  fisfa^whioh  Ibey  refused 
to  ^tike  of^  seyieg  that  they  were  aoeustomed  to  seesono 
efbUnrg^,  Md  eouid  tlierefore  l>etter  beer  up  under  thm 
privation  than  the  gentlemen  who  wera  With  tbeou  Thin 
yKM  not  e  eolltary  instanee  of  such  gsnereus  feeKngi  iuit  ee- 
oeourreii  in  sob^quent  parts  of  tlieir  journey*  In  one  instance 
while  attempting  to  eross  a  branch  of  tbe  Great  Slave  Lalce^ 
Mr.  Back  fell  ihrough  the  ice;  but  fortunately  by  the  aid  of 
his  eompanions  be  was  quickly  extricated.  On  tbe  first  of 
November  tbe  party  arrived  safe  at  Fort  Providence,  an 
establisbment  of  the  North'-west  company,  and  were  kindly 
received  by  Mr.  Weeksi  who  was  in  charge  of  that  post 

Mr.  Back  was  So  dissatisfied  with  tbe  information  he  re- 
ceived at  this  post  ef  the  progress  of  tbe  various  stores  which 
wer^'to  be  expected,  tbat  he  resolved  to  proceed  so  tbe 
AthabSska  Lake  to  enquire  into  the  cause  of  the  neglect,  and 
to  expedite  their  conveyance ;  and  dispatching  tbe  packet  of 
letters  and  a  few  musket  balls  to  Fort  Enterprise  as  before 
noticed,  waited  tbe  freatiag  up  of  tbe  Great  Slave  Lake,  in 
order  to  proceed  on  his  enquiries.  While  be  remained  at 
Fort  Providenoe,  a  party t>f  the  Slave  Indians  arrived  with 
Ibrs;  and  from  tbeir  reports  it  nppeared  tliey  bad  a  knowledge 
of  the  settlement  at  Fort  Enteqprise,  and  would  ba?e  paid 
them  a  visit,  but  feared  meeting  some  of  tlie  Copper  Indian 
nation* 

On  tbe  27tb  of  December,  Mr.  Back  left  Fort  Providence 
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for  Am  purpoM  of  crossing  die  lake^  which  was  now 
ently  froseo.  Tbe  keenness  of  the  wind  was  seTere,  and  at 
the  solicitations  of  tbe  servants  Mr.  Back  wrapped  himself  up 
in  a  rein-deer  skin  and  a  blanket,  and  placing  hinaself  OB:a 
sledge,  was  lashed  on,  leafing  the  head  sufficiently  at  liberty 
just  to  notice  the  road,  and  on  tbe  ninth  arrived  at  some  fish- 
ing  huts  near  Stony  Island,  which  some  Indians  ooeupiedy 
where  they  remained  for  the  night.  On  the  succeeding  day 
they  set  out  at  an  early  hour,  and  reached  the  residence  of 
the  North-west  Company  on  Moose«deer  Island.  Here  he 
ibund  additional  information  that  the  stores  which  were  to  bci 
forwarded  had  not  arrived,  only  five  packages  being  at  the 
fort  At  this  place  be  met  the  two  Esquimaux,  who  were 
to  join  the  expedition  as  interpreters. 

Disap|)oiuted  of  the  stores  so  necessary  for  the  expedition, 
Mr.  Back  resolved  to  proceed  to  Fort  Chipewyan  on  tbe 
Athabaska  Like.  Accordingly  on  the  twenty-third  of  De* 
cember,  he  set  out  for  that  place,  accompanied  by  tbe  Cana* 
dian  Beauparlant  and  Bois  Brules.  The  severity  of  the  wea- 
ther greatly  affected  them  in  their  journey,  which  notwith- 
standing all  the  suffeiiAgs  they  had  to  endure,  they  accom- 
plished on  the  second  of  January,  after  an  interval  of  eleven 
days  from  the  time  of  their  leaving  Fort  Providence.  Mr. 
G.  Keith  and  Mr.  Macgilliray  were  greatly  surprised  at  his 
presence,  as  was  also  Mr.  Simpson,  theresidentat  the  Hud* 
8on*s  Bay  Fort;  for  it  had  been  reported  to  them  that  the 
party  bad  been  killed  by  the  Esquimaux. 

Mr.  Back  sent  a  requisition  to  the  heads  of  each  Company 
desiring  a  supply  of  ammunition,  tobacco,  spirits^  and  utl^er 
stores,  stating  that  unless  his  request  was  complied  with,  the 
Expedition  could  not  proceed.  He  remained  at  Fort  Chi- 
pewyan five  weeks,  but  could  not  obtain  the  supplies  he  rd* 
quired.  During  this  time  a  few  laden  sledges  arrived,  which 
brought  letters  from  Great  Britain,  for  Captain  Franklin  and 
bis  people  ;  and  after  earnestly  requesting  that  supplies 
might  be  sent  from  the  depots  as  early  in  the  year  as  «olild 
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he  a^EComplisbedy  Mr.  Back  prepareti  %  .bif.^^Mf))  4^E|hT^ 
Euterpriae.  ,  ^^  ,.  , ^  .,, 

Od  the  0th  of  February,  baviDg  every  tUog  prepiaired,  .Jhff. 
Back  set  out.  He  had  uuderhia  4irectioD  four  sledgi^^ 
laden  wilh  goods  for  the  Expedition,  and  a  fifth  beloii^ing 
to. the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  He  returned. exactly  by  the 
same  route,  suffering  no  other  inconvenieoce  but  that  arising 
from  the  chafing  of  the  snow-shoe,  and  bad  weather.  Some 
Indians,  whom  they  met  on  the  banks  of  Little  Buffalo  Ri« 
Ter,  were  rather  surprised  atseeing  them,  for  they  had  heard 
that  they  were  on  an  island,  which  w^s  surrounded  by  Esqui* 
maux.  The  dogs  were  almost  worn  put,  and  their  feet  raw, 
when,  on  February  the  20th,  they  arrived  at  Mciose-DQer 
island  all  in  good  order.  Towards  the  ^d  of  the  month, 
two  men  arrived  with  letters  from  Lieutenant  Franklin,  con- 
taining some  fresh  demands,  the  major  part  of  which  Mr. 
Back  was  fortunate  enough  to  procure  without  the  least  trou* 
ble.  Having  arranged  the  accounts  and  receipts  between 
the  Companies  and  the  Expedition,  and  sent  everything  be* 
fore  him  to  Fort  Providence,  he  prepared  to  depart ;  and  it 
is  but  justice  to  the  gentlemen  of  both  parties  at  Moose  Deer 
Island  to  remark,  that  they  afforded  the  means  of  forward- 
ing the  stores  in.  the  most  cheerful  and  pleasant  manner. 

On  the  7th  of  March,  Mr.  Back  arrived  at  Fort  Provi« 
dence,  and  found  the  stores  safe  and  in  good  order.  There 
being  no  certainty  when  an  Indian,  who  was  to  accompany 
him,  would  arrive,  and  impatience  to  join  his  companions 
increasing,  after  making  the  necessary  arrangements  with  Air. 
Weeks  respecting  the  stores,  on  March  the  10th  Mr.  Back 
quitted  the  fort,  with  two  men,  who  had  each  a  couple  of 
dogs  and  a  sledge  laden  with  provision.  On  the  13th  they 
met  the  Indian,  near  Icy  Portage,  and,  on  the  17th,  at  an 
early  hour,  he  arrived  at  Fort  Enterprise,  having  travelled 
about  eighteen  miles  a«day.  He  had  the  pleasure  of  meet, 
ing  his  friends  all  in  good  health,  after  an  absence  of  nearly 
five  months,  during  which  time  he  had  travelled  one  thousand 
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one  bundred  and  four  miles^  on  snow-shoes,  and  had  no  other 
covering;  at  night,  in  the  woods,  than  a  blanket  and  deer- 
sk'Uf  with  the  thermometer  frequently  at  40degrees»  and 
once  at  57  degrees ;  and  sometimes  passing  two  or  three  days 
without  tasting  food. 

About  this  time  a  chief  named  th^  Hook,  who  was  neict 
in  authority  to  Akaitcho»  sent  a  message,  that  if  Captain 
Franklin  would  ^end  him  ammunition,  he  would  provide  a 
stock  of  provisions  for  the  Expedition  in  their  passage  along 
the  Copper-mine  River.  As  he  generally  occupied  during 
the  summer  months,  a  portion  of  country  adjoining  Great 
Bear  L^ke.  and  near  the  C6pper  mountain,  it  was  easy  for 
him  to  ptovide  a  supply;  but  there  was  such  a  scarcity  of 
every  article,  that  Captaiu  Frimklin  could  not  with  any  pto« 
pricty  spare  any  part ;  he  however  sent  the  Hook  word  that 
he  would  give  them  an  order  on  the  agents  of  the  North- 
west Company  for  the  value  of  any  provisions  they  might 
provide  for  them ;  and  desired  that  as  in  the  interim  th«>y 
would  probably  take  their  stock  of  furs  to  Fort  Providence, 
they  would  satisfy  themselves  by  speaking  to  Mr.  Weeks  on 
the  subject.  It  appeared  further  that  the  Hook  was  ill  and 
wi.c:lied  tj  have  the  advice  of  Dr.  Richardson. 

The  variety  of  diftculties  which  presented  themselves 
worked  upon  the  fearsof  some  of  (he  servants  of  the  Expe- 
dition ;  atid  it  appeared  that  Pierre  St.  Germain,  one  of  the 
interpreters.  Lad  so  expressed  himself  as  to  excite  a  disin- 
clination in  some  of  the  Indians  to  proceed.  On  being  ques- 
tioned  by  Captain  Franklin  he  acknowledged,  after  much 
equivocation,  that  he  had  spoken  to  them  of  the  very  great  dif- 
ficulties they  would  have  to  meet,  and  his  fears  for  all  their 
personal  safety ;  and  it  further  appeared  that  he  was  excited 
in  a  measure  to  express  himself  against  the  success  of  the 
enterprise,  because  he  did  not  receive  that  attention  he 
thought  belohged  to  him.  On  being  threatened  to  be  ar- 
rested and  s^ent  to  Enp^land  to  be  puni«ihed,  he  exclaimed 
thlit  he  tti'ght  ai*  \v^M  die  in  the  journey  they  were  on  the 
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eve  of  taking,  as  in  any  other  way ;  and  altbongb  he  thought 
such  wonM  be  the  resalt,  he  wovld  willingly  contiaue  with 
the  Expedition.  Ae  his  services  were  of  importance,  no 
fiurtber  steps  were  taken,  than  to  admonish  him  as  (o  bis  fu- 
ture conversations. 

On  the  20th,  Akaitcho  arrived  at  the  Fort,  having  been 
seat  for  to  request  him  to  procure  a  slock  of  provisions  pre- 
vious to  the  commencement  of  their  journey,  and  also  to  be 
satisfied  as  to  bis  accompanying  the  party.  In  reply  he  said 
that  his  hunters  should  use  every  exertion  tp  procure  agoo4 
store  of  proviaiona,  and  that  he  and  his  meii  would  accompany 
athem  to  the  mouth  of  the  Copper-mine  River  )  an^  if  A^y 
were  iinmolested  by  the  fisquimauiF,  they  would  extend  thfir 
journey  farther.  The  chief  desired  that  in  case  of  meeting 
with  any  other  tribes  of  Indians  or  nith  the  Esquimaux,  that 
the  captain  would  influence  tbem  to  live  in  peace  with 
his  people ;  a  request  that  was  beard  with  the  greatest  sa« 
tiafaction  by  Captain  Franklin,  and  which  be  gave  the  full- 
est  a^urance  to  Akaitcbo  be  would  endeavour  to  promote. 

On  the  4tb  of  April  the  last  supply  of  goods  from  Fort 
Providence  arrived,  the  fruits  ofMr.Back*s  arduous  journey 
to  the  Athabasca  Lake ;  and  on  the  1 7  th  Solomon  Belanger 
and  Jean  Baptiste  Belanger,  set  out  for  Slave  Lake,  with  t 
box  containing  the  journals  of  the  officers,  charts,  drawings, 
observations,  and  letters  addressed  to  the  ^Secretary  of  State 
for  Colonial  Affairs.  They  also  conveyed  a  letter  for  Cover* 
nor  Williams,  in  which  Captain  Franklin  requested  that  he 
would,  if  possible,  send  a  schooner  to  Wager  Bay  with  pro* 
visions  and  clothing  to  meet  the  exigences  of  the  party,  should 
they  succeed  in  reaching  that  part  of  the  coast. 

About  the  commencement  of  the  month  of  April,  prov»» 
sions  became  extremely  scarce ;  the  hunters  sent  in  no  sup* 
plies,  and  the  women  and  children  belonging  to  the  Indians, 
who  preferred  a  stationary  residence  near  the  houae,  to  the 
continual  removing  to  which  they  were  subject  in  following 
the  hunters,    began  to  endure  great  privations^  and  were 
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compellf^d  to  sustain  themselves  by  pickiog  ap  the  b<mesof 
the  animals  which  had  been  killed,  and  pounding  them  for 
food.  Pieces  of  the  hides  of  the  deer  were  also  cut  up  and 
eaten.  The  appearance  that  there  would  be  shortness  of 
food  for  the  whole  party  was  very  alarming,  and  only  one 
moose-deer,  which  had  been  killed  at  the  distance  of  nearly 
fifty  miles  from  the  house,  was  procured  for  several  days* 
On  the  27th  a  supply  was  sent  in  from  Akaitcho,  who  had 
taken  Augustus,  one  of  the  Esquimaux  with  him  when  he 
]ast  quitted  the  neighbourhood  of  Fort  Enterprise;  and  who 
now  returned  in  company  with  the  persons  sent  with  provi* 
sions,  and  expressed  great  satisfaction  at  the  reception  he^ 
met  with  among  Akaitcho's  people.  Dr.  Richardson,  who 
had  made  an  excursion  to  collect  specimens  of  natural  cario- 
sity, returned  on  the  seventh  of  May,  and  reported  that  he 
had  visited  the  Indian  tents,  who  had  received  an  accession 
of  several  families  of  old  people,  which  occasioned  such  a 
consumption  of  provisions  as  made  him  apprehensive  there 
would  not  be  sufficient  provision  obtained  against  the  timo 
for  the  departure  of  the  Expedition. 

On  the  11th  Mr.  Weutzel,  who  had  been  to  the  Indian 
lodges,  returned,  having  made  the  necessary  arrangements 
with  Akaitcho  for  the  drying  of  meat  for  summer  use,  and 
bringing  fresh  meat  to  the  fort  and  for  procuring  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  the  resin  of  the  spruce  fir,  or  as  it  is  termed  by 
the  voyagers  gum,  for  repairing  the  canoes  previous  to  start- 
ing and  during  the  voyage.  He  promised  payment  to  the 
Indian  woman  who  should  bring  in  any  of  the  latter  article, 
and  sent  several  men  to  the  woods  to  search  for  it. 

As  Mr.  Weutzel  had  expressed  a  desire  of  proceeding  no 
farther  than  the  mouth  of  Copper-mine  River,  which  was  se- 
conded by  the  Indians,  who  wished  him  to  return  with  them. 
Captain  Franklin  readily  acceded  to  his  wishes;  and  think- 
ing that  he  could  render  him  the  most  effectual  service  in  es- 
tablishing depots  of  provisions  at  certain  places,  arranged  a 
plan  to  that  effect  tu  be  modified  by  circumstances.  Ducks 
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and  geese  now  began  to  appear  in  considerable  numbers. 
Blueberries,  cranberries,  and  other  symptoms  of  the  advance 
of  milder  weather,  presented  themselves;  the  sap  ran  in  the 
pine  trees;  and  though  the  ground  continued  frozen,  the 
power  of  the  sun  was  evident. 

On  the  16th  a  Chief  of  the  Copper  Indian  nation  arrived 
from  Fort  Providence.  He  brought  with  him  his  son.  Be- 
ing affected  with  snow  blindness,  Dr.  Richardson  relieved 
him  by  pouring  a  few  drops  of  laudanum  into  his  eyes,  a  re- 
medy which  had  always  proved  effectual  whenever  any  of  the 
party  became  affected  by  that  complaint.  On  the  21st  all 
the  men  belonging  to  the  Expedition  who  had  been  sent  to 
assist  Akaitcho  returned,  and  information  was  giving  that 
Akaitcho  was  on  bis  journey  to  the  Fort,  and  that  he  ex- 
pected to  be  received  with  a  salute  of  muskets  and  other  ho- 
nours. As  soon  as  his  approach  was  announced,  a  flag  was 
hoisted,  and  a  salute  iired ;  which  was  returned  by  his  own 
people.  His  standard  bearer  marched  before  him,  and  he 
followed  with  martial  step,  and  was  received  with  all  possi- 
ble parade  by  the  captain  and  his  party.  The  calumet  or 
pipe  was  passed  round  the  assembly,  each  taking  a  whiff,  and 
a  present  of  such  things  as  could  be  produced  and  spared, 
placed  before  the  chief,  whose  people  seated  themselves  in  a 
circle  around  him.  He  then  made  a  speech,  in  the  con- 
clusion of  which  he  expressed  his  hope  that  the  Great  Chief 
(the  King  of  Great  Britain)  would  send  him  a  present.  This 
lie  was  assured  should  be  done  provided  he  was  fai(hful  to 
the  engagements  he  had  made.  He  then  spoke  of  many  dis- 
appointments he  had  experienced,  and  said  that  the  reports 
be  had  received  were  to  the  discredit  of  the  party  and  caused 
him  to  doubt  as  to  their  being  what  they  represented  them- 
selves. In  conclusion  he  said  that  he  should  decline  the  pre- 
sent laid  before  him. 

To  these  observations  Captain  Franklin  replied,  that 
Akaitcho  ought  not  to  credit  the  reports  he  had  beard  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  Expedition,  and  that  it  was  within  his  (the 
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ch  ief**)  knowledge,  by  bis  debts  to  tbe  Company  haTing  hecii 
cancelled,  that  bis  conuedioii  wilb  tbe  Expedition  would  be 
serviceable  to  bis  own  interest,  and  to  tbe  interest  of  bis  peom 
pie.  Captain  Franklin  also  stated  that  on  bis  part  be  felt 
disappointment,  as  Akaitcho  had  not  fulfilled  bis  engoge- 
mentN  in  providing  that  supply  of  provisions  which  be  gave 
them  to  expect ;  and  that  indeed  there  appeared  more  real 
ground  for  complaint  on  tbe  part  of  those  attached  to  tbe  Ex^ 
pedition  than  there  was  on  that  of  Akaitcbo.  Upon  being 
silenced  by  these  arguments,  be  began  again  to  express  bis 
opinion  that  the  whole  party  would  perish  in  tbe  attempt  to 
reach  the  sea,  and  insinuated  that  tbe  presents  set  before 
bim  were  not  to  tbe  extent  of  his  expectations  ;  and  that  tbe 
quantity  of  rum  was  not  sufficient.  Upop  this  be  was  assured 
that  it  was  all  tbe  rum  they  had,  and  that  the  other  articles 
were  to  the  utmost  extent  that  they  could  spare.  Finding 
all  bis  efforts  to  obtain  more  unavailable,  be  should,  be  said 
wait  the  arrival  of  his  brother,  who  was  named  Humpy,  be- 
fore be  accepted  (he  present ;  his  people  however  came  af- 
terwards to  fetch  the  rum,  and  this  was  considered  as  an 
evidence  of  content 

On  the  25th,  clothing,  and  other  necessary  articles,  were 
issued  to  the  Canadians  as  their  equipment  for  the  ensuing 
voyage.  Two  or  three  blankets,  sume  cloth,  iron-work,  and 
trinkets  were  reserved  for  distribution  amongst  the  Esqui- 
maux on  the  sea- coast.  Laced  dresses  were  given  to  Au- 
gustus and  Junius,  and  it  is  impossible  to  describe  tbe  joy  that 
^ook  possession  of  the  latter  on  the  receipt  of  this  pre- 
sent. Tbe  happy  little  fellow  burst  into  ecstatic  laughter,  as 
he  surveyed  the  different  articles  of  his  gay  habiliments. 
In  the  afternoon  Humpy,  Akaitcho*s  eider  brother,  Annoe- 
;hai-yazzeh,  another  of  his  brothers,  and  one  of  the  guides, 
arrived  with  the  remainder  ofAkaitcho's  band  ;  asalso  Long- 
legs,  brother  to  the  Hook,  with  tbr^e  of  bis  band.  There 
were  now  in  tbe  encampment  thirty  hunters,  thirty*one  women, 
and  sixty  children,  in  all  one  hundred  and  twenty«one,  of  tbe 
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Copper  Indian  or  Red^Knffe  tribe.  The  nsst  of  the  nation 
were  with  the  Hook  on  the  lower  part  of  the  Copper-mine 
Ri^en  Ahticethai-ya^zeh  is  remarkable  amonc^st  the  Indiana 
for  the  number  of  his  descendants ;  Ire  has  eighteen  children 
lining  by  two  wives,  of  whom  sixteen  were  at  the  fort  at  this 
time. 

On  the  ?6th  they  met  the  heads  of  the  Indian  party  agaM 
in  council.  Akaitcho  complained  that  Mr.  Wentsel  had  ob« 
tained  a  greater  distribution  of  presents  for  the  Canadiatis 
than  they  ought  to  have  receired,  and  thereby  his  share  htMl 
been  reduced  ;  upon  which  Mr.  Wentiel  reminded  him  thai 
on  the  very  outset  it  had  been  stated  to  him  that  the  presents 
were  to  be  made  to  him  on  bis  return  from  accompanying 
the  Expedition ;  and  his  brother  Hompy  said  that  he  himself 
was  present  at  a  conference  when  that  declaration  was  made. 
One  of  the  guides  now  declared  that  he  would  accompany 
the  white  people  to  the  sea,  expecting  the  presents  on  his  re- 
turn. These  assertions  so  silenced  Akaitcho,  that  after  some 
further  enquiries  made  by  him  whether  the  trading  Compa^- 
nies  were  rich,  and  an  efTort  to  obtain  a  few  more  kettles 
and  blankets,  to  supply  which  the  officers  each  gave  up  ft 
blanket  from  their  own  beds,  he  ceased  urging  his  request. 
It  seemed  evident  that  his  purpose  was  to  get  every  article 
the  party  had  taken  with  them  as  presents  to  the  Esquimaux 
or  other  strangers  they  might  meet,  and  before  the  day  closed 
be  explicitly  declared  to  his  people  that  if  any  of  them  chose 
to  follow  the  Expedition  they  might,  but  that  the  presents 
were  too  few  to  satisfy  him.  Upon  this  several  tame  for* 
wards  and  declared  their  reddiness  to  proceed,  and  then  re« 
ceived  their  share  of  the  presents;  a  proceeding tnost con- 
solatory  to  Captain  FraukI  in,  as  rendering  the  conduct  of  the 
chief  of  very  little  importance. 

On  the  28ih,  Long«-legs  had  a  meeting  with  the  captain, 
and  stated  that  his  brother  the  Hook  was  on  the  borders  of 
the  Copper-mine  River  procuring  provisions  foi^rthe  party ; 
Akaitcho  entering  the  toom  HI  the  time,  Militned  m  cheerful 
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demeanor,  and  said  that  as  he  was  fully  satisfied  the  captain 
had  it  not  in  his  power  to  make  any  more  presents,  he  should 
rely  upon  hii>  promises,  and  would  proceed  to  the  river  as 
soon  as  the  weather  would  permit  them  to  travel. 

By  the  end  of  the  month  of  May,  there  was  daylight  dur- 
ing the  whole  twenty-four  hours.  Every  thing  being  ready  as 
far  as  their  resources  would  admit*  on  the  4th  of  June  one 
party  of  the  Expedition,  headed  hy  Dr.  Richardson,  set  out 
on  their  journey  of  discovery.  They  had  three  sledges,  drawn 
by  dogs,  to  convey  the  stores  and  other  necessaries,  and  each 
man  had  to  take  also  a  package  of  about  eighty  pounds,  be* 
sides  such  articles  of  their  own  as  were  necessary.  The 
whole  party  comprehended  twenty-threp  xsons,  consisting 
of  Indian  hunters  and  guides  with  their  wives,  exclusive  of 
children.  On  the  same  day  Akaitcho  and  the  hunters 
under  his  direction  quitted  the  house.  On  their  leaving, 
twenty  balls  were  giving  to  each  hunter,  with  a  proportion  of 
powder,  and  they  were  desired  to  make  depots  of  provisions 
for  the  Expedition  on  the  road  to  Point  Lake.  It  was  then 
particularly  urged  upon  the  chief,  in  the  presence  of  all  his 
people,  that  he  should  make  a  depotofprovisionsat  this  place 
previous  to  next  September,  as  a  resource  should  the  party 
return  this  way.  He  and  the  guides  not  only  promised  to 
■ee  this  done,  but  suggested  that  it  would  be  more  secure 
if  placed  in  the  cellar,  or  in  Mr.  WentzePs  room.  The 
Dog-ribs,  they  said,  would  respect  any  thing  that  was  in  the 
bout^e,  as  knowing  it  to  belong  to  the  white  people.  At  the 
close  of  the  conversation  Akaiicho  exclaimed  with  a  smile, 
"  I  see  now  that  you  have  really  no  snoods  left,  (the  rooms 
and  stores  being  completely  stripped.)  and  therefore  I  shall 
not  trouble  you  any  more,  but  use  my  best  endeavours  to 
prepare  provisions  for  you,  and  I  think  if  the  animals  are  to» 
lerably  nuznerous,  we  may  get  plenty  before  you  can  embark 
on  the  riyer.*' 

The  snow  was  now  confined  to  the  bases  of  the  hills,  and 
the  hunters  said  that  the  season  was  early.    The  operations 
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ofnaturet  however,  seemed  irery  tanly.  They  were  eager 
to  be  gone,  and  dreaded  the  lapse  of  summer^  before  the 
Indians  would  allow  it  had  begun.  Ou  the  1 1th  the  geese 
and  ducks  had  left  the  yicinity  of  Fort  Enterprise,  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  northward.  Some  young  ravens  and  whiskey* 
Johns  made  their  appearance  at  this  time. 

On  be  I2th  Winter  River  was  nearly  cleared  of  ice,  and 
on  the  I3th  the  men  returned,  having  left  Dr.  Richardson 
on  the  borders  of  Point  Lake.  Dr.  Richardson  stated  by 
letter  that  the  snow  was  deeper  in  many  parts  near  his  eo- 
campment  than  it  had  been  at  any  time  last  winter  near  Fort 
Enterprise,  and  that  the  ice  at  Point  Lake  had  scarcely  be- 
gun to  decay.  Although  the  voyagers  were  much  fatigued 
on  their  arrival,  and  had  eaten  nothing  for  the  last  twenty- 
four  hours,  they  were  very  cheerful,  and  expressed  a  desire 
to  start  with  the  remainder  of  the  stores  next  morning. 

On  the  16th  and  I6th  of  June,  the  canoes  having  been  re« 
paired,  the  remainder  of  the  party  attached  to  the  Expedition 
took  their  departure  from  Fort  Enterprise,  full  of  spirits  at 
embarking  in  the  further  pursuit  of  the  gjeat  object  which  en- 
gaged their  attention.  In  one  of  the  rooms  they  left  a  box 
in  which  was  deposited  a  journal  of  their  progress,  which,  on 
the  return  of  Mr.  Weiitzel,  was  to  be  conveyed  to  England 
in  the  most  ready  manfier  in  which  it  could  be  accomplished. 

The  room  was  blocked  up,  and,  by  the  advice  of  Mr.  Went- 
zel,  a  drawing  representing  a  man  holding  a  dagger  in  a 
threatening  attitude,  was  fixed  to  the  door,  to  deter  any  In- 
dians from  breaking  it  open.  They  now  directed  their  course 
towards  the  Dog-rib  Rock,  but  as  the  servants  were  loaded 
with  the  weight  of  near  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  each, 
they  proceeded  at  a  slow  pace.  The  day  was  extremely 
warm,  and  the  musquitoes,  whose  attacks  had  hitherto  been 
feeble,  issued  forth  in  swarms  from  the  marshes,  and  were 
very  tormenting.  Having  walked  five  miles  they  encamped 
near  a  small  cluster  of  pines  about  two  miles  from  the  Dog- 
rib  Rock.   The  canoe  party  had  not  been  seen  since  they  set 
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out.  The  Iiunters  went  forward  to  Marten  Lake,  intending 
to  wait  at  a  place  where  two  deer  were  deposited.  At  Mar* 
ten  Lake  they  joined  the  canoe  party,  and  encamped  witli 
them.  They  had  the  mortification  of  learning  from  the  bun« 
ters  that  the  meat  they  had  put  in  store  here,  had  been  de« 
stroyed  by  the  woli^erenes,  and  they  had  in  consequence  to 
furnish  the  supper  from  their  scanty  stock  of  dried  meat. 

On  the  21st  of  June,  some  of  the  parfy  reached  the  tents 
on  Pomt  Lake,  where  Dr.  Richardson  and  the  people  who 
accompanied  him  had  fixed  their  residence,  and  in  the  even- 
ing  of  the  same  day,  Mr.  Wenfzel  and  the  party  with  the  ca- 
noes, also  arrived,  after  a  most  fatiguing  journey.  The  ice 
on  the  lake  was  still  six  or  seven  feet  thicks  and  there  was 
no  appearance  of  its  decay  except  near  the  edges;  and  as  it 
was  evident  that,  by  remaining  here  until  it  should  be  re« 
moved,  ihey  might  lose  every  prospect  of  success  in  the  un- 
dertakins:,  Captain  Franklin  determined  on  dragging  the 
stores  along  its  surface,  until  they  should  come  to  a  part 
of  the  river  where  they  could  embark  ;  and  directions  were 
given  this  evening  f  t  each  man  to  prepare  a  train  for  the  con- 
veyance of  his  portion  of  the  stores. 

Akaitcho  and  the  hunters  were  encamped  here,  but  their 
families,  and  the  rest  of  the  tribe,  had  gone  off  two  dayw  be- 
fore to  the  Beth-see-to,  a  large  lake  to  the  northward,  where 
they  intended  passing  thesumn.er.  Long-legs  and  Keskar- 
rah  had  departed,  to  desire  the  Hook  to  collect  as  much 
meat  as  he  could  against  their  arrival  at  his  lodge.  They 
learnt  that  Akaitcho  and  his  party  had  expended  all  the  am- 
munition they  had  received  at  Fort  Enterprise,  without 
havino:  contributed  any  supply  of  provison.  Dr.  Richardson 
bad,  however,  through  the  assistance  of  two  hunters  he  kept 
with  him,  prepared  two  hundred  pounds  of  dried  meat,  which 
^  as  now  their  sole  dependance  for  the  journey. 

The  number  of  the  hunters  was  now  reduced  to  fivOi  as 
two  of  the  most  active  declined  going  any  further,  their  fa- 
ther   who  thought  himself  dying,  having  solicited  them  to 
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remain  and  close  his  eyes.  These  five  were  furnished  with 
ammunition,  and  sent  forward  to  hunt  on  the  south  border 
of  the  lake,  with  directions  to  place  any  meat  they  might  pro- 
cure near  the  edge  of  the  lake,  and  set  up  marks  to  guide  to 
the  spots.  Akaitcho,  his  brother,  the  guide,  and  three 
other  men,  remained.  They  were  much  surprised  to  per- 
ceive an  extraordinary  difference  in  climate  in  so  short  an 
advance  to  the  northward  as  fifty  miles.  The  snow  here 
was  lying  in  lar^e  patches  on  the  hills.  The  dwarf-birch 
and  willows  were  only  justt  beginning  to  open  their  budst 
which  had  burst  forth  at  Fort  Enterprise  many  days  before 
their  departure.  Vegetation  seemed  to  be  three  weeks  or  a 
month  later  here  than  at  that  place.  The  provision  consist- 
ed of  only  two  bags  of  pemmican,  two  of  pounded  meat, 
five  of  suet,  and  two  small  bundles  of  dried  provision,  to- 
gether with  fresh  meat  sufficient  for  supper  at  nis^ht.  It 
was  gratifying  to  witness  the  readiness  with  which  the  men 
prepared  for  and  commenced  a  journey,  which  threatened 
to  be  so  very  laborious,  as  each  of  them  had  to  drag  up- 
wards of  one  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  on  his  sledge. 

The  sufferings  of  the  people  in  this  early  stage  of  the  jour- 
ney were  truly  discouraging.  Captain  Franklin,  therefore, 
determined  on  leavin&r  the  third  canoe,  which  had  been 
principally  carried  to  provide  against  any  accident  to  the 
others.  They  would  thus  gain  three  men,  to  lighten  the 
loads  of  those  who  were  most  lame,  and  an  additional  dog 
for  each  of  the  other  canoes.  It  was  accordingly  properly 
secured  on  a  stage  erected  for  the  purpose  near  the  encamp- 
ment. Dried  meat  was  issued  for  supper,  but  in  the  course 
of  the  evening  the  Indians  killed  two  deer. 

They  continued  their  journey  till  the  29th,  when  their  at- 
tention was  drawn  to  some  pine  branches  which  were  scat- 
tered on  the  ice,  and  which  proved  to  be  marks  directing  to 
a  place  where  the  hunters  had  deposited  the  carcases  of  two 
deer.     Akaitcho,  judging  from  the  appearance  of  the  meat^ 
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thought  it  had  been  placed  there  three  days  before,  and  that 
the  hunters  were  considerably  in  advance. 

On  the  80th  of  June,  the  men  having  gummed  the  canoes, 
embarked  with  their  burdens  to  descend  the  river.  The  ri- 
ver was  about  two  hundred  yards  wide,  and  its  course  being 
uninterrupted,  a  sanguine  hope  was  indulged  of  getting  on 
more  speedily,  until  they  perceived  that  the  waters  of  Kock« 
nest  Lake  were  still  bound  by  ice,  and  that  recourse  must 
again  be  had  to  the  sledges.  The  ice  was  much  decayeil, 
and  the  parly  were  exposed  to  great  risk  of  breaking  through 
in  making  the  traverse.  In  one  part  they  had  to  cross  an 
open  channel  in  the  canoes,  and  in  another  were  compelled 
to  quit  the  Lake,  and  make  a  portage  along  the  land.  When 
the  party  got  upon  the  ice  again,  the  guide  evinced  much 
uncertainty  as  to  the  route.  The  ice  cracked  at  every  step, 
and  the  party  were  obliged  to  separate  widely  to  prevent 
accidents. 

The  guide  being  still  uncertain  as  to  the  road  they  were 
pursuing,  they  came  to  a  bay  on  (he  north  side  of  Rock-nest 
Lake,  expecting  to  find  the  Copper-mine  River ;  but  to  their 
great  disappointment,  they  perceived  oiily  a  small  stream 
emptying  itself  into  the  Lake.  The  guide  now  confessed 
that  he  knew  not  where  he  was,  and  desired  the  party  to 
wait  while  he  ascended  a  hill  to  take  a  view  of  liie  coimtry, 
that  he  might  set  himself  right.  While  waiting  his  return, 
two  rein-deer  were  seen  running  swiftly  near  them,  pur- 
sued by  a  wolf;  but  the  latter,  on  perceiving  the  party,  fled 
away  when  within  a  few  paces  of  the  hindmost  of  the  deer. 
On  the  return  of  the  guide,  he  said  that  he  had  discovered 
the  Copper-mine  River,  at  a  distant  part  of  the  lake ;  and 
they  immediately  proceeded  towards  it.  The  canoes  and 
stores  were  dragged  over  the  ice,  and  passing  two  hazardous 
rapid$i.  they  approached  the  Copper-mine  River.  It  was 
two  hundred  yards  wide  at  this  place,  and  the  sides  were  well 
covered  with  wood.  At  this  place  Akaitcho  and  several  of 
the  Indians  met  them,  and  stated  that  their  companions  were 
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bekindy  baTiog  placed  fi^e  rein«4leer  nnder  cover  for  iht 
party.     These  uere  immediately  sent  for. 

They  embarked  at  nine  io  the  morning  on  the  2nd  of  Joly^ 
and  descended  a  succession  of  strong  rapids  for  three  miles. 
They  were  carried  along  with  rapidity,  shooting  over  large 
stones,  upon  which  a  bingle  stroke  would  have  beendestrnc* 
tive  to  the  canoes,  and  were  also  in  danger  of  breaking  thenEL 
for  the  want  of  the  long  poles  which  lie  along  their  bottoms 
and  equalize  their  cargoes,  as  they  plunged  very  much,  and 
on  one  occasion  the  first  canoe  was  almost  filled  witb  the 
waves.    In  one  place  the  passage  was  blocked  up  by  drift 
ice,  still  deeply  covered  with  snow.    A  channel  for  the  ca« 
noes  was  made  for  some  distance  with  the  hatchets  and  poles; 
but  on  reaching  the  more  compact  part,  they  were  under  the 
necessity  of  transporting  the  canoes  and  cargoes  across  it; 
an  operation  of  much  hazard,  as  the  snow  concealed  the  nu« 
merous  holes  which  the  water  bad  made  in  the  ice. 

The  guide  was  again  in  doubt  as  to  the  correctness  of  his 
rout,  and  the  party  rested  for  the  day  while  the  guide  and 
two  men  were  sent  to  examine  the  country.    In  the  evening 
some  of  the  hunters  arrived,  and  stated  that  it  was  reported 
the   party   had    perished   in   crossing  one  of  the  rapids. 
This  arose  from  the  circumstance  of  one  of  the  dogs  having 
two  days  before  setoff*  in  pursuit  of  some  deer,  and  finding 
the  encampment  of  the  hunters,  had  joined  thrm ;  and  these 
people  being  always  disposed  to  apprehensions  and  fears, 
concluded  that  this  dog  had  escaped  alone.  The  consequence 
of  these  surmises  was,  that  leaving  the  meat  they  had  col« 
lected,  they  set  out  for  the  place  at  which  they  supposed 
Long-legs  was  hunting,  and  the  distance  they  had  left  the 
meat  behind  was  too  great  for  them  to  return  and  fetch  it. 
Akaitcho  and  the  hunters  now  therefore  proceeded  forwards 
to  a  spot  eminent  for  the  success  which  the  hunters  met  with, 
and  where  they  calculated  upon  meeting  with  plenty  of  deer. 
In  passing  through  the  rapids  which  they  had  crossed,  the 
boats  had  sustained  considerable  injury,  and  Captain  Frank- 
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Ijn  no«r  ordered  that  in  Tuture  no  rapid  should  be  entered 
tn  the  bowman  had  examined  whether  it  were  safe  to  g» 
through  it,  as  otherwise  they  were  directed  to  land  and  con- 
vey the  canoes  over.  Having  given  these  directions,  early 
in  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  July  the  party  again  set  forward, 
and  on  the  same  day  passed  through  several  dangerous  rapidt^ 
the  persons  in  charge  of  the  boats  taking  the  precaution, 
wherever  any  hazard  appeared,  of  landing  several  of  the  ar- 
ticles ;  yet  notwithstanding  all  their  care,  the  bark  of  one  of 
their  canoes  was  split.  The  damage  however  was  soon  re- 
paired. After  this  they  came  to  a  part  of  the  river  where  the 
drift  ice  had  accumulated  so  as  to  fill  the  channel,  and  they 
were  compelled  to  carry  the  cargoes  and  canoes  over  it.  In 
doing  this,  three  of  the  people  fell  through,  but  sustained  no 
other  inconvenience  than  a  thorough  wetting 

After  travelling  upwards  of  twenty  miles  they  encamped, 
and  received  the  agreeable  intelligence  that  Akaitcho  and 
bis  hunters  had  killed  eight  musk  oxen.  Some  of  the  party 
were  sent  off  to  assist  in  bringing  in  this  seasonable  supply. 

The  musk  oxen,  like  the  buffalo,  herd  tos;ether  in  bands, 
and  generally  frequent  the  barren  grounds  during  the  sum- 
mer months,  keeping  near  the  rivers,  but  retire  to  the  woods 
in  winter.  They  seem  to  be  less  watchful  than  most  other 
wild  animals,  and  when  grazing  are  not  difficult  to  approach* 
provided  the  hunters  go  against  the  wind;  when  two  or  three 
men  get  so  near  a  herd  as  to  fire  at  them  from  different 
points,  these  animals  instead  of  separating  or  runninsf  away» 
huddle  closer  together,  and  several  are  generally  killed;  but 
if  the  wound  is  not  mortal  they  become  enraged  and  dart  in 
the  most  furious  manner  at  the  hunters,  who  must  be  very 
dexterous  to  evade  them.  They  can  defend  themselves  by  their 
powerful  horns  against  the  wolves  and  bears,  which,  as  the 
Indians  say,  they  not  unfrequentiy  kill.  They  feed  on  the 
same  substance  with  the  rein-deer,  and  the  prints  of  the 
feet  of  these  two  animals  are  so  much  alike,  that  it  requires 
the  eye  of  an  experienced  hunter  to  distinguish  them.    The 
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hunters  added  two  more  to  their  stock  in  the  course  of  the 
night,  aud  as  they  had  now  more  meat  than  the  party  could 
consume  fresh,  they  delayed  their  Toyage  next  day  to  dry  it. 
The  hunters  were  supplied  with  moreammunition,  and  sent 
forward ;  but  Akaitcho,  his  brother,  and  another  Indian,  re- 
mained. 

The  officers  had  treated  Akaitcho  more  distantly  since  their 
departure  from  Point  Lake,  to  mark  their  opinion  of  his  mis- 
conduct. The  diligence  in  hunting,  however,  which  he  had 
evinced  at  this  place,  induced  them  to  receive  him  more  fa« 
miliarly  when  he  came  to  the  tent.  During  conversation  he 
endeavoured  to  excite  suspicions  against  the  Hook,  by  say* 
ing,  *^  I  am  aware  that  yon  consider  me  the  worst  man  of  my 
nation ;  but  1  know  the  Hook  to  be  a  great  rogue,  and  I 
think  be  will  disappoint  you/' 

On  the  6th,  they  again  set  forward,  passing  through  seve- 
ral more  rapids.  On  the  following  day  they  arrived  at  the 
Hook's  encampment.  Tbere  were  with  him  at  this  time  only 
three  of  ihe  hunters,  and  some  old  men  and  their  families, 
the  remamder  of  his  party  remaining  on  the  confines  of  Bear 
Lake.  Keskarrah,  one  of  the  guides,  bad  joined  him  some 
days  previous,  as  had  his  brother  Long-legs,  and  on  meeting 
the  Hook  at  once  informed  the  captain  what  preparations  be 
had  made  in  respect  of  provisions  for  the  party.  He  said 
that  an  unusual  scarcity  of  animals  this  season,  together'witb 
the  circumstanceofhaving  only  just  received  a  supply  of  am« 
munition  from  Fort  Providence,  had  prevented  him  from 
collecting  the  quantity  of  meat  he  had  wished  to  do.  The 
amount,  indeed,  he  said,  is  very  small,  but  I  will  cheerfully 
give  you  what  I  have :  we  are  too  much  indebted  to  the  white 
people,  to  allow  them  to  want  food  on  our  lands,  whilst  we 
have  any  to  give  them*  Our  families  can  live  on  fish  until 
we  can  procure  more  meat,  but  the  season  is  too  short  toal« 
low  of  your  delaying,  to  gain  subsistence  in  that  manner. 
He  immediately  desired,  aloud,  that  the  women  should  bring 
all  the  meat  they  had ;  and  soon  collected  sufficient  to  make 
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threa  bags  and  abalfof  peromicaii,  betides  aome  dried  meat 
and  tong^uea.  The  party  were  troly  delighted  by  thb  prompt 
and  cheerful  bebavioary  and  woald  gladly  ha^e rewarded  the 
kindneaa  of  himself  and  his  companions  by  some  siibatantial 
present,  bat  were  limited  bv  the  scantiness  of  their  store  to 
a  small  donation  of  fifteen  charges  of  ammunition  to  each  of 
the  chiefs ;  however  they  accepted  notes  on  the  North- 
west Company,  to  be  paid  at  Fort  Proridence ;  and  to  these 
was  subjoined  an  order  for  a  few  articles  of  clothing,  as  an 
additional  present. 

As  the  animals  abound,  at  all  times,  on  the  borders  of 
Bear  Lake,  the  Hook  promised  to  remain  on  the  eaat 
side  of  it  nntil  the  month  of  November,  at  a  particu- 
lar spot  nearest  to  the  Copper^mine  River,  from  whence 
there  is  a  communication  by  a  chain  of  lakes  and  portagea. 
There  the  principal  deposit  of  provision  was  to  be  made ;  but 
during  the  summer  the  hunters  were  to  be  employed  in  putt- 
ing up  supplies  of  dried  meat  at  convenient  distances,  not 
only  along  the  communication  from  this  river,  but  also  upos 
its  banks,  as  far  down  as  the  CSopper  Mountain.  They  were 
also  to  place  particular  marks  to  guide  to  thefr  stores. 

The  confidence  manifested  by  the  Hook  in  the  assurances 
of  a  liberal  payment  for  what  supplieshe  procured,  was  highly 
pleasing,  and  Captain  Franklin  promised  to  send  the  neces- 
sary documents  by  Mr.  Wentzel.  The  great  anxiety  alao 
which  the  Hook  expressed  for  the  safety  and  welfare  of  the 
party  gave  additional  pleasure.  After  representing  the  nu» 
meroos  hardships  they  would  have  to  encounter  in  the  strong* 
est  manner,  though  in  language  similar  to  what  had  often 
been  heard  from  Akaitcho,  be  earnestly  entreated  they 
would  be  constantly  on  guard  against  the  treachery  of  the  Es« 
quiinaux  ;  and  no  less  forcibly  desired  they  would  not  pro* 
ceed  far  along  the  coast,  as  they  dreaded  the  consequences 
of  being  exposed  to  a  tempestuous  sea  in  canoes,  «nd  having 
to  endure  the  cold  of  the  autumn  on  a  shore  destitute  of  fnel 
The  Hook,  having  been  an  invalid  for  several  years,  reyoiced 
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ftt  the  opportunity  of  eonsalting  Dr.  Bichardsotty  who  imme- 
diately gare  him  advice,  and  rapplied  him  with  medicine. 

Prooeeding  on  their  voyage,  and  passing  the  base  of  a 
range  of  hilb,  and  through  several  rapids,  they  arrived  at  a 
place  which  exhibited  manifest  tokens  of  having  been  recently 
visited.  They  therefore  encamped,  and  made  a  large  fire 
as  a  signal,  which  was  answered  in  a  similar  way.  Mr. 
Wentzel  was  immediately  sent,  in  expectation  of  getting 
provisions  for  them.  On  his  retom,  they  learned  that  the 
party  consisted  of  three  old  Copper  Indians,  with  their  &• 
miliesy  who  had  supported  themselves  with  the  bow  and  ar- 
row since  last  autumn,  not  having  visited  Fort  Providence 
for  more  than  a  year;  and  so  successful  had  they  been,  thai 
they  were  enabled  to  supply  the  party  with  upwards  at  se^ 
venty  pounds  of  dried  meat,  and  six  moose  skins  fit  for  mak« 
iog  shoes,  which  were  tho  more  valuable  as  they  were  ap- 
prehensive of  being  barefooted  before  the  journey  could  be 
completed.  They  now  came  to  a  rapid  which  had  been  the 
theme  of  discourse  with  the  Indians  for  many  days,  and  which 
they  had  described  as  impassable  in  canoes.  The  river  here 
descends  for  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  in  a  deep,  but  nar* 
row  and  crooked  channel,  which  it  has  cut  through  the 
foot  of  a  hill  of  six  hundred  feet  high.  It  is  confined  be- 
tween perpendicular  clifis,  resembling  stone  walls,  varying 
in  height  from  eighty  to  one  hwidred  and  fifty  feet,  on  which 
lies  a  mass  of.  fine  sand.  The  body  of  the  river,  pent  within 
this  narrow  chasm,  dashed  furiously  round  the  projecting 
rocky  columns,  and  discharged  itself  at  the  northern  extre* 
mity  in  a  sheet  of^foam.  The  canoes,  after  being  light- 
ened of  part  of  their  cargoes,  ran  through  this  defile  with- 
out sustaining  any  injury.  In  the  evening  the  Indians  made 
a  large  fire,  as  a  signal  to  die  Hook's  party  that  they  had 
passed  the  terrific  rapid  in  safety.  The  hunters  were  sent 
forward  to  hunt  at  the  Copper  Mountams,  under  the  super- 
intendence of  Adam,  the  interpreter,  who  reoeivad  strict 
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injaootioiis  not  to  permit  them  to  make  an?  large  fires,  leit 
thoy  ihould  alarm  straggliig  parties  of  the  Esquimaux. 

Thelamade  of  their  sitaation  at  this  time  was  07deg« 
10  min.loog.  116  deg.2ft  min.  They  had  provisions  for  fonr* 
teen  days;  although  the  weather  was  warm,  much  snow  re« 
mained  on  the  mountains.  The  Indians,  knowing  the  eoursa  of 
the  river  to  be  now  nothing  but  a  succession  of  rapid^  said  it 
was  useless  to  take  the  canoes  any  farther,  but  Captain  Parry 
expecting  that  circumstances  might  arise  which  would  require 
the  use  of  a  canoe,  directed  one  to  be  conveyed  with  the  party. 

As  they  were  now  entering  the  confines  of  the  Esquimaux 
country,  the  guides  recommended  caution  in  lighting 
fires,  lest  they  should  discover  themselves,  adding  ibat  the 
same  reason  would  lead  them  to  travel  as  much  as  possible  in 
the  valleys,  and  to  avoid  crossing  the  tops  of  the  hiUs.  Large 
masses  of  ice  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  thick,  were  still  ad* 
hering  to  many  parts  of  the  bank,  indicating  the  tardy  de- 
parture of  winter  from  this  inhospitable  land,  but  the  earth 
around  was  rich  with  vegetation.  In  the  evening  two  musk- 
oxen  being  seen  on  the  beach,  were  pursued  and  killed. 
Whilst  waiting  to  embark  the  meat,  the  Indians  rejoined, 
and  reported  they  had  been  attacked  by  a  bear,  which 
sprung  upon  them  whilst  they  were  conversing  together. 
His  attack  was  so  sudden  that  they  had  not  time  to  level  their 
guns  properly,  and  all  missed  except  Akaitcho,  who, 
less  confused  than  the  rest,  took  deliberate  aim,  and  shot  the 
animal  dead. 

Being  informed  that  they  were  now  within  a  short  distance 
of  those  parts  which  the  Esquimaux  always  frequent,  the 
tents  were  pitched  and  a  party  sent  forward  to  examine  the . 
country.  The  remains  of  an  Esquimaux  residence  were 
visible,  and  a  watch  was  constantly  kept  to  prevent  surprise. 
The  remainder  of  the  party  slept  with  their  arms,  ready  to 
repel  every  assault;  and  Junius  and  Augustus,  the  two 
Esquimaux  who  were  attached  to  the  expedition,  were  sent 
forward  to  seek  for  an  interview  with  some  of  their  nation* 
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They  were  most  desirons  of  being  so  employed ;  and  each 
concealing  a  brace  of  pistols  in  their  dress,  and  being  pro- 
vided with  looking  glasses,  beads*  and  other  trinkets,  pre- 
pared to  depart  It  was  with  much  relnotance  on  the  part 
of  Captain  Franklin  that  they  were  pnt  in  an  exposed  situa- 
tion ;  but  they  cheerfully  engaged  in  the  duty ;  and  putting 
on  the  Esquimaux  dresses  which  had  been  prepared  for 
them,  and  receiving  directions  to  state  to  their  people  that 
the  white  men  were  desirous  of  promoting  peace  and  recon- 
ciliation between  them  and  the  neighbouring  nations,  they 
set  forward  on  their  journey.  They  were  also  to  enquire  by 
what  passage  large  ships  might  be  sent  to  the  Esquimaux 
people.  If  possible,  he  was  to  prevail  on  some  of  the  people 
to  return  with  him :  but  if  he  found  no  inhabitants,  he  was 
to  return  without  delay.  The  Indians  were  required  at 
this  time  to  keep  within  their  encampment,  and  the  solici- 
tude for  the  welfare  of  the  two  Esquimaux  was  such  as  to 
induce  the  oflScers  to  ascend  a  hill  which  was  near,  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  their  return. 

Dr.  Richardson,  having  the  first  watch,  had  gone  to  the- 
summit  of  the  hill  and  remained  seated,  contemplating  the 
liver  that  washed  the  precipice  under  hb  feet,  long  after 
dusk  had  hid  distant  objects  from  his  view.  His  thoughts 
were,  perhaps,  far  distant  from  the  surrounding  scenery, 
when  he  was  roused  by  an  indistinct  noise  behind  him,  and 
on  looking  round  perceived  that  nine  white  wolves  had 
ranged  themselves  in  form  of  a  crescent,  and  were  advanc- 
ing, apparently  with  the  intention  of  driving  him  into  the 
river.  On  his  rising  up  they  halted,  and  when  he  advanced 
they  made  way  for  his  passage  down  to  the  tents.  He  had 
his  gun  in  his  hand,  but  forbore  to  fire,  lest  there  should 
be  Esquimaux  in  the  neighbourhood.  During  Mr.  Went- 
zel's  middle  watch,  the  wolves  appeared  repeatedly  on  the 
summit  of  the  hill,  and  at  one  time  they  succeeded  in  driving 
a  deer  over  the  orecinice     The  animal  was  stunned  by  the 
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fall,  but  reeoreriag   itself,  swui   across  the  streaaip  and 
escaped  op  the  mer* 

The  night  haraig  passed  away  withont  the  retaro  of  either 
Jnnias  or  Angiutns»  Captain  Franklin  resolved  to  seek  fiir 
thenu  It  was  with  diffionlty  thai  thej  prevailed  on  the  In- 
dians to  remain  at  the  encampment,  whieh  it  was  wished 
they  should  do,  to  prevent  their  being  seen  by  the  Esqni<- 
manx.  Akaitcho  was,  as  nsnal,  fall  of  fearful  apprehen- 
tions,  saying  that  Jonins  and  Angastos  must  have  been 
killed,  and  that  no  donbt  the  Esquimanx  were  collecting 
for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  party.  After  much  peiw 
suasion,  however*  he  agreed  to  remain*  provided  Mr.  WenU 
sel  continued  with  them,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

Having  thus  far  sncceeded,  the  party  proceeded  along 
the  river,  each  person  carrying  a  gun  and  a  dagger.  On 
ascending  a  hill  to  take  a  view  of  the  country  before  them, 
to  their  great  disappointment,  no  sea  was  discernible,  bnt 
an  extent  of  land  bounded  by  a  range  of  hills,  quite  con* 
trary  to  what  their  guides  led  them  to  expect.  In  the  course 
of  the  day  they  met  Junius,  who  was  returning  to  inform  the 
party  that  they  had  found  some  Esquimaux  tents  at  one  of 
the  Falls,  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river,  the  people  in 
which  were  asleep;  that  they  afterwards  spoke  to  them 
across  the  river,  and  told  them  of  the  arrival  of  some  white 
people  from  a  very  distant  part,  and  that  they  had  brought 
some  useful  articles,  to  give  the  Esquimaux  iu  token  of 
peace.  Junius  said  that  they  appeared  coDsiderably  alarmed 
at  the  information  ;  but  that  one  of  the  party  approached 
the  shore  on  the  side  where  Junius  and  Augustus  were,  and 
spake  with  the  latter,  who  was  able  to  converse  with  tliem 
although  there  was  some  diflSculty  in  making  each  other 
understand.  After  a  few  hours  rest,  Junius  set  out  again 
to  join  Augustus,  taking  sufficient  provisions  with  him,  the 
want  of  which  had  given  occaaon  to  his  present  return.  He 
was  now  accompanied  by  the  seaman  Hepburn,  who  was  to 
follow  at  a  short  distance. 
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Soon  afier  they  were  mortified  by  the  appemranoe  of  the 
Indians  with  Mr.  WentseU  who  had  in  vain  endeavonred  to 
restrain  them  from  following.  The  only  reason  assigned  by 
Akaitdio  for  his  condnet  was,  that  he  wished  for  a  re-as- 
snrance  of  the  captain's  promise  to  establish  peace  between 
his  nation  and  the  Esquimaux.  He  again  enforced  the 
necessity  of  their  remaining  behind,  until  the  party  had  ob« 
tained  the  confidence  and  good  will  of  their  enemies.  After 
snpper.  Dr.  Richardson  ascended  a  lofty  hill  abont  three 
miles  from  the  encampment,  and  obtained  the  first  view  of 
the  sea ;  it  appeared  to  be  covered  with  ice.  A  large  pro- 
montory, and  its  lofty  monntainsi  proved  to  be  the  land  they 
had  seen  in  the  forenoon,  and  which  had  led  them  to  believe 
the  sea  was  still  far  distant  He  saw  the  snn  set  a  few 
minutes  before  midnight  from  the  same  elevated  situfttion. 
Tt  did  not  rise  during  the  half  hour  he  remained  there,  but 
before  he  reached  the  encampment  its  rays  gilded  the  tops 
of  (he  hills. 

On  the  15th  of  June '  they  proceeded  on  their  journey, 
restraining  with  difficulty  the  Indians  from  accompanying 
them,  notwithstanding  Captain  Franklin  threatened  that  he 
would  withhold  the  reward  he  had  promised  them  if  they 
did  not  wait  till  he  had  prepared  the  Esquimaux  to  receive 
them.  At  noon  they  perceived  Hepburn  lying  on  the  left 
bank  of  the  river,  and  landed  immediately  to  receive  his  in- 
formation. As  he  represented  the  water  to  be  shoal  the 
whole  way  to  the  rapid  (below  which  the  Esquimaux  were) 
the  shore  party  were  directed  to  continue  their  march  to  a 
sandy  bay  at  the  head  of  the  fall,  and  there  wait  the  arrival 
of  the  canoes.  Some  of  the  men  incautiously  appeared  just 
as  Augustus  was  speaking  to  one  of  the  Esquimaux,  who 
had  again  approached  in  his  canoe,  and  was  almost  per- 
suaded to  land.  The  unfortunate  appearance  of  so  many  peo- 
ple at  this  instant,  revived  his  fears,  and  he  crossed  over  to 
the  eastern  bank  of  the  river  and  fled  with  the  whole  of  die 
party.    They  learned  from  Augustus  that  this  party   con* 
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fiisting  of  foar  men  and  as  many  women,  had  manifested  a 
friendly  disposition.  Two  of  the  foimer  were  very  talL  The 
man  who  first  came  to  speak  to  him,  inquired  the  number  of 
canoes  that  he  had  with  them,  expressed  himself  to  be  not 
displeased  at  their  arriyaU  and  desired  him  to  caution  the 
party  not  to  attempt  running  the  rapid,  but  to  make  the  port- 
age on  the  west  side  of  the  river.  Notwithstanding  this  fa- 
vourable appearance,  the  Esquimaux  soon  after  fled  ;  but  it 
was  hoped  that  they  would  return  after  their  first  alarm  had 
subsided ;  and  therefore  Augustus  and  Junius  were  sent 
across  the  river  to  look  for  the  runaways,  but  their  search 
was  entirely  fruitless.  They  afterwards  put  a  few  pieces  of 
iron  and  trinkets  in  their  canoes,  which  were  lying  on  the 
beach.  Several  human  skulls,  which  bore  the  marks  of  vio- 
lence, and  many  bones  were  strewed  about  the  ground  near 
the  encampment,  and  as  the  spot  exactly  answers  the  des- 
cription given  by  Mr.  Heame,  where  the  Chipewyans  who 
accompanied  him  had  perpetrated  the  dreadful  massacre  on 
the  Esquimaux,  no  doubt  was  made  of  this  being  the  place, 
notwithstanding  the  diflerence  in  its  position  as  to  latitude 
and  longitude  given  by  him. 

On  the  morning  of  the  16th  three  men  were  sent  up  the 
river  to  search  for  dried  wood  to  make  floats  for  the  nets. 
Adam  the  interpreter  was  also  dispatched  with  a  Canadian, 
io  inform  Akaitcho  of  the  flight  of  the  Esquimaux.  Adam 
soon  returned  in  the  utmost  consternation,  and  said  that  a 
party  of  Esquimaux  were  pursuing  the  men  who  had  been 
sent  to  collect  floats.  They  had  come  quite  unawares 
upon  tho  Esquimaux  party,  which  consisted  of  six  men, 
with  their  women  and  children,  who  were  travelling  to- 
wards the  rapid  with  a  considerable  number  of  dogs  carry 
ing  their  baggage.  The  women  hid  themselves  on  the  fisst 
alarm,  but  the  men  advanced,  and  stopping  at  some  distance 
from  the  party,  began  to  dance  in  a  circle,  tossing  up  their 
hands  in  the  air,  and  accompanying  their  motions  with  much 
shouting,  to  signify,  as  we  supposed,  their  desire  of  peace. 
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Neither  party  was  willing  to  approach  the  other ;  and  at 
length  the  Esquimaux  retired  to  the  hill,  from  whence 
they  had  descended  when  first  seen.  They  proceeded  in  the 
hope  of  gaining  an  interview  with  them,  and  on  the  summit 
of  the  hill  they  found,  lying  behind  a  stone,  an  old  man 
who  was  too  infirm  to  effect  his  escape  with  the  rest.  He 
was  much  terrified  when  Augustus  advanced,  and  probably 
expected  immediate  death ;  but  that  the  fatal  blow  might 
not  be  unrevenged,  he  seized  his  spear,  and  made  a  thrust 
with  it  at  his  supposed  enemy.  Augustus,  however,  easily 
repressed  the  feeble  effort,  and  soon  calmed  his  fears  by 
presenting  him  with  some  pieces  of  iron,  and  assuring  him  of 
his  friendly  intentions.  Dr.  Richardson  and  Capt.  Franklin 
then  joined  them,  and  after  receiving  some  presents,  the 
old  man  was  quite  composed,  and  became  communicative. 
His  dialect  differed  from  that  used  by  Augustus,  but  they 
understood  each  other  tolerably  well. 

The  old  man  said  that  the  party  who  accompanied  him, 
amounted  to  seven  persons  with  their  families.  He  had 
heard,  he  said,  of  white  men  having  been  seen  by  some  of 
his  nation,  a  considerable  distance  to  the  eastward.  In 
reply  to  enquiries  addressed  to  him,  he  said  (hat  drift  wood 
would  be  found  along  the  coast,  that  fish  were  plentiful,  that 
seals  were  abundant ;  and  that  it  was  usual  with  his  nation  at 
this  season  to  come  into  these  parts  to  procure  salmon,  which 
were  now  abundant  about  the  Bloody  Fall.  He  said  his 
name  was  White  Fox  and  that  his  tribe  called  themselves  the 
Deer  Horn  Esquimaux.  He  said  that  at  the  conclusion  of 
the  time  for  catching  salmon  they  removed  to  the  westward, 
where  they  built  themselves  snow-houses  on  the  borders  of  a 
river.  After  this  White  Fox  proposed  to  go  to  his  store  ; 
but  appearing  too  infirm  to  walk  without  the  help  of  sticks, 
Augustus  assisted  him ;  and  when  arrived  there  he  presented 
some  dried  meat  to  each  of  the  party,  which  being  considered 
among  these  people  as  an  offer  of  peace,  was  eaten  by  them 
although  it  was  far  from  being  sweet.    Being  given  to  un« 


480  franklin's   JOUKNkV 

derstand  that  the  party  wanted  provbioDS,  he  said  that  tbey 
had  a  good  supply  of  them,  which  he  woald  shew  them. 

Captain  Franklin  now  communicated  to  him  that  tbey 
were  accompanied  by  some  Copper  Indians,  who  were  very 
desirous  to  make  peace  with  his  nation,  and  that  they  had 
requested  him  to  prevail  upon  the  Esquimaux  to  receive 
them  in  a  friendly  manner ;  to  which  he  replied,  "  He  should 
rejoice  to  see  an  end  put  to  the  hostility  that  existed  between 
the  nations,  and  therefore  would  most  gladly  welcome 
them/^  Having  dispatched  Adam  to  inform  Akaitcho  of  this 
oircnmstance,  they  left  White  Fox,  in  the  hope  that  his  party 
would  rejoin  him  ;  but  as  th6y  had  doubts  whether  the 
young  men  would  venture  upon  coming  to  the  tents,  on  the 
old  man's  bare  representation,  Augustus  and  Junius  were 
sent  back  in  the  evening,  to  remain  with  him  until  they 
came,  that  they  might  fully  detail  their  intentions. 

White  Fox  was  bent  with  age,  but  appeared  to  be  about 
five  feet  ten  inches  high.  His  hands  and  feet  were  small  in 
proportion  to  his  height.  Whenever  he  received  a  present, 
he  placed  each  article  first  on  his  right  shoulder,  and  then  on 
his  left ;  and  when  he  wished  to  express  still  higher  satisfac- 
tion, he  rubbed  it  over  his  head.  He  held  hatchets,  and 
other  iron  instruments,  in  the  highest  esteem.  On  seeing 
his  countenance  in  a  glass  for  the  first  time,  he  exclaimed, 
**  I  shall  never  kill  deer  more,"  and  immediately  put  the 
mirror  down.  The  tribe  to  which  he  belongs  repair  to  the 
lea  in  spring,  and  kill  seals ;  as  the  season  advances  they  hunt 
deer  and  musk  oxen  at  some  distance  from  the  coast.  Their 
weapon  is  the  bow  and  arrow,  and  they  get  sufficiently  nigh 
the  deer,  either  by  crawling,  or  by  leading  these  animals  by 
ranges  of  turf  towards  a  spot  where  the  archer  conceals  him- 
self. Their  bows  are  formed  of  three  pieces  of  fir,  the  cen- 
tre  piece  alone  bent,  the  other  two  lying  in  the  same  straight 
ine  with  the  bowstring ;  the  piecos  are  neatly  tied  together 
with  sinew.  Their  canoes  are  similar  to  those  in  Hudson's 
SlraightSt  but  smaller.    They  get  fiab  constantly  in  the  rivers^ 
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anil  in  the  sea  as  soon  as  the  ice  breaks  up.  This  tribe  do 
Dot  make  use  of  nets,  but  are  tolerably  successful  with  the 
huuk  and  line.  Their  cooking  utensils  are  made  of  pot- 
stone,  and  they  form  very  neat  dishes  of  fir,  the  sides  beings 
made  of  thin  deal  bent  into  an  oval  form,  secured  at  the 
ends  by  sewing,  and  fitted  so  nicely  to  the  bottom  as  to  be 
perfectly  water*tight.  They  have  also  large  spoons  made 
of  the  horns  of  the  musk  oxen. 

Akaitcho  arrived  in  the  evening,  and  it  appeared  that  he 
had  seen  the  Esquimaux  the  day  before,  and  sought  to  hold 
correspondence  with  them ;  but  that  they  appeared  fearful  to 
advance.  Akaitcho  followed  them  at  a  distance,  and  sought 
so  to  surround  them  that  they  would  be  reduced  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  meeting  either  with  the  English  party,  or  with  the 
Indians.  He  had  obtained  an  interview  with  White  Fox» 
who  at  first  manifested  a  hostile  spirit,  but  was  soon  pacified 
on  finding  that  the  Indians  were  friendly  disposed. 

As  Junius  and  Augustus  did  not  return,  Mr.  Hood  and  a 
party  of  men  were  sent  in  search  of  them.  They  found  that 
White  Fox's  wife  had  been  with  him,  who  said  that  all  the 
Esquimaux  had  gone  to  a  distance,  where  some  of  their  peo« 
]>le  were  fishing.  In  the  course  of  the  day,  a  party  of  Es- 
quimaux were  observed  at  a  short  distance,  but  as  soon  as  they 
saw  Captain  Franklin's  people  they  fled  with  precipitation.  On 
the  other  hand  such  fearful  apprehensions  took  hold  of  Akait- 
cho and  his  people  that  they  resolved  to  proceed  no  farther. 
'1  hey  expressed  their  fears  lest  their  reteat  should  be  cut 
off;  and  although  Captain  Franklin  endeavoured  to  prevail 
on  them  to  continue,  by  offers  of  considerable  advantage, 
nothing  could  overcome  their  fears  ;  he  then  requested  them 
to  wait  at  the  Copper  Mountains  for  Mr.  Wentiel  and  the 
men  who  were  to  return,  on  the  party  arriving  at  the  sea, 
which  after  much  persuasion  they  agreed  to  do,  and  then 
departed  after  promising  to  provide  a  deposit  of  provisions  at 
Fort  Enterprise,  for  the  use  of  the  party  on  their  return. 

Pierre  St.  Germain  and  Jean  Baptiste  Adam,  two  of  the 
P.  V.  21.  Q  Q  Q 
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iMterprcteis,  were  alta  iaipressed  with  tttck  fearful  appre« 
b^asipfis  for  tbeir  tafety,  that  they  a^ckedl  to  kediscbarged ; 
aad  the  fovmir  declared  that  he  had  only  eagaged  to  acooin- 
pany  the  party  vilb  the  Indiaaay  and  thai  therefera  wheo^ 
ibey  returned,  he  waa  also  lo  be  diacharged.  As,  howoTer, 
a  written  engagement  had  been  made  with  St.  Gtermain,  he 
was  quickly  sileneed  on  being  shewn  the  written  contract  which 
he  had  entered  into.  The  assistance  which  St.  (Sermain  and 
Baptiste  Adam  also  were  of  in  procuring  proTisions  by  boat- 
ing were  so  important  that  their  return  would  have  exposed 
the  party  to  mauy  difficulties.  NotwitlistandMsg  these  ties. 
Captain  Franklin  was  informed  that  they  meditated  the  tak- 
ing the  first  opportunity  of  quitting  the  party,  aad  it  was  ne- 
cessary to  watch  their  conduct  until  the  Indiaaa  departed^ 
as  they  were  in  too  much  dread  of  the  Esquimaux  to  qwil 
alone. 

On  the  18th  of  July,  Captain  Franklin  and  his  eompant- 
ons  embarked  on  the  Copper-mine  River,  and  proceeded  to 
the  sea,  which  they  reached  in  a  few  hours.  The  Canadian 
voyagers  complained  much  of  the  cold,  but  they  were  amused 
with  their  first  view  of  tlie  sea,  and  particularly  with  the 
sight  of  the  seals  that  were  swimming  about  near  the  entrance 
of  the  river  ;  but  these  sensaliona  gave  place  to  despondency 
before  the  evening  had  elapsed.  They  were  terrified  at  the 
idea  of  a  voyage  through  an  icy  sea  in  bark  canoes.  They 
speculated  on  the  length  of  the  journey,  the  roughness  of 
the  waves,  the  uncertainty  of  provisions,  the  exposure  to  cold 
where  they  could  expect  no  fuel,  and  the  prospect  of  having 
to  traverse  the  barren  grounds  to  get  to  some  establishment. 
The  two  interpreters  expressed  their  apprehensions  with  the 
least  disguise,  and  again  urgently  applied  to  be  discharged  ; 
but  only  one  of  the  Canadians  made  a  similar  request.  Judg- 
ing that  the  constant  occupation  of  their  time  as  soon  as  they 
Uere  enabled  to  commence  the  voyage  would  prevent  them 
jvm  conjuring  up  so  many  causes  of  fear,  and  that  familia- 
rity with  the  scenes  on  the  coast^  would  in  a  short  time  eoa- 
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bte  them  to  gi^e  scope  to  tbebr  natoral  OhOerftiltmit,  ibe  bt- 
Been  endeaToarcd  to  ridieulft  their  te$tn,  end  faappHy  irdO^ 
ceeded  for  the  present  The  maimef  io  whieh  Repburh 
viewed  the  element  to  vhtch  lie  tied  been  so  lottg  aocastosaed) 
eontriinited  not  a  little  to  make  them  ashamed  of  tMk 
fears. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  Dr.  Ridhardson,  aeeompa- 
nled  by  Augustus,  patd'another  Tisit  to  White  Fox,  to  See  if 
he  couM  obtain  any  additional  information  respecting  (he 
country  to  the  eastward ;  but  he  was  disappointed  at  finding 
that  his  affnghted  family  had  not  yet  rejoined  him,  and  the 
old  man  could  add  nothing  to  his  former  communioat^n. 
Dr.  Richardson  remarked  that  he  had  a  great  dislike  to  men-* 
tioning  the  name  of  a  river  to  the  Westward,  and  also  of  his 
tril>e.  He  attempted  to  persuade  Augustus  to  remain  with 
him,  and  ofiered  him  one  of  his  daughters  for  a  wife.  These 
Esquimaux  strike  fire  with  two  stones,  catching  the  sparks 
ID  the  down  of  (he  catkins  of  a  willow. 

Mr.  Wentsel  and  some  others  of  the  party  being  to  return 
from  this  place,  Captain  Franklin  made  up  a  packet 'to  be 
conveyed  by  them  to  England.  Those  who  were  to  remain 
with  him  consisted  of  twenty  persons,  including  oflicers.  The 
course  which  they  would  probably  pursue,  was  drawn  out 
and  laid  before  Mr.  Wentsel,  and  he  was  requested  to  require 
the  Indians  to  prof  ide  a  supply  of  dried  provisions  at  Fort 
Enterprise  as  early  in  the  winter  as  they  could ;  that  in  case 
the  party  were  prevented  by  the  severity  of  the  weather  from 
returning  by  the  Copper-mine  River,  and  were  compelled 
to  travel  across  the  coonftry,  they  might  be  sure  of  a  suffi- 
cient supply  at  Fort  Enterprise.  In  case  the  Indians  should 
be  in  want  of  ammunition,  he  Was  desired  to  obtain  a  sup- 
ply from  Fort  Providence  or  some  other  port,  and  to  send 
it  to  the  Indians  in  order  that  there  might  be  no  occasion  of 
excuse  on  their  part.  Mr.  Wentsel  was  also  to  leaTO  a  letter 
at  Fort  Enterprise  with  information  where  the  IndRans  would 
hunt  in  the  months  of  September  and  Oefober.  '  He  Wat  also 
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furoiahed  with  a  list  of  tbe  stores  that  bad  be^n  promised  to 
AlLsitcbo  and  bis  party  as  a  remunerstioo  for  their  services, 
as  well  as  with  an  official  request  to  the  North-  west  Com- 
pany that  these  goods  might  be  paid  to  them  on  their  next 
visit  to  Fort  Providence,  which  they  expected  to  make  In 
the  latter  part  of  November. 

If  Mr.  Wentzel  met  the  Hoolc,  or  any  of  bis  party,  be 
was  instructed  to  assure  them  that  he  was  provided  with  the 
necessary  documents  to  get  them  payment  for  any  meat  they 
should  provide ;  and  to  acquaint  them,  that  Captain  Franks 
lin  fully  relied  on  their  fulfilling  every  part  of  the  agreement 
they  had  made.  Whenever  the  Indians,  whom  be  was  to 
join  at  the  Copper  Mountains,  killed  any  animals  on  their 
way  to  Fort  Enterprise,  he  was  requested  to  put  in  store  what 
ever  meat  could  be  spared,  placing  conspicoons  marks  to 
guide  to  them.  When  Mr.  Wentzers  party  had  been  sup- 
plied with  ammunition,  the  remaining  stock  consisted  of  one 
thousand  balls,  and  rather  more  than  the  requisite  proportion 
of  powder.  A  bag  of  small  shot  was  missing,  and  it  was  af- 
terwards discovered  that  the  Canadians  bad  secreted  and  dis- 
tributed it  among  themselves,  in  order  that  when  provision 
should  become  scarce,  they  might  privately  procure  ducks 
and  geese,  and  avoid  the  necessity  of  sharing  them  with  the 
officers.  The  situation  of  the  encampment  was  ascertained 
to  be  latitude  67^  47"  50^  north,  longitude  115^  36^  49*  west. 
The  travelling  distance  from  Fort  Enterprise  to  tbe  north 
of  Copper-mine  River,  is  about  three  hundred  and  thirty- 
four  miles.  The  canoes  and  baggage  were  dragged  over 
finow  and  ice  for  one  hundred  and  seventeen  miles  of  this 
distance. 

On  the  21st,  tbe  party  embarked  on  the  Arctic  Sea.  They 
bad  with  them  provision  for  only  a  fortnight^s  consumption, 
with  very  doubtful  prospects  as  to  their  future  supplies.  They 
shortly  after  landed  on  an  island  which  showed  that  it  had 
been  visited  by  the  Esquimaux.  There  was  a  quantity  of 
fi.shing  implements,  and  also  many  skins  of  the  seals,  musk* 
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OX,  and  reio*deer.  There  were  elto  ttrkme  kitidtf'irf  Mek^ 
ing  implements^  and  many  othei^arliolee  which  eppeerM'to 
be  manufactured  with  great  ingenuity,  the  ueea  of  wMdl 
could  not  be  understood.  As  they  approached  they  ibmid  tM 
coast  wdl  covered  with  vegetation,  and  a  considerable  quan- 
tity of  drift  wood  was  found  upon  the  beach.  They  made  a 
run  of  nearly  fort;  miles  along  the  coast  in  an  eastern  direc- 
tion, and  were  full  of  spirits  at  the  progress  they  made.  In 
the  evening  they  landed,  and  passed  the  night  on  shore. 

On  the  22nd,  they  again  set  forwards  in  their  canoes,  sail* 
ing  along  the  coast  to  the  eastward,  and  making  thdr  wily 
through  various  detached  pieces  of  ice,  in  which  they  found 
themselves  often  exposed  to  dangers.  According  as  the 
wind  blew  over  the  ice  or  from  the  land,  they  found  a  great 
difference  in  the  temperature  of  the  air.  They  noticed  many 
geese  and  ducks  and  a  few  deer.  On  the  23rd,  the  wind 
having  blown  from  the  land  during  the  night,  the  ice  was 
cleared  away  from  the  coast,  and  they  again  proceeded  on 
their  voyage  ;  but  the  wind  after  a  short  time  becoming  ad- 
verse, they  were  obliged  to  land,  and  taking  the  opportunity 
of  using  their  nets,  they  caught  a  few  fish.  On  ascending  a 
cliff  to  take  a  view  of  the  sea,  the  ice  also  appeared  to  have 
been  driven  around  them' in  all  directions.  On  obsenration 
their  latitude  was  67^  42^  north,  and  their  longitude  112P  3(/ 
west.  On  the  24th  they  saw  indications  that  some  Esqui- 
maux had  recently  been  in  that  neighbourhood. 

On  the  25th  they  embarked  at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  paddled  against  a  cold  breeze,  until  the  spreading  of  a 
thick  fog  compelled  them  to  land.  The  rocks  here  consisted 
of  a  beautiful  mixture  of  red  and  grey  granite,  traversed 
from  north  to  south  by  veins  of  red  felspar,  which  were 
crossed  in  various  directions  by  smaHer  veins  filled  with  the 
same  substance.  At  noon  the  wind  coming  from  a  favoura- 
ble quarter,  they  were  tempted  to  proceed,  although  the  fog 
was  unabated.  Just  as  they  were  endeavouring  to  double 
a  bold  cape,  the  fog  partially  eieored  away^  and  allowed  An 
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inparfcct  viev  «f  a  ohain  of  uhiiids  on  the  outifde,  and  of 
amiob  beary  fee  whiob  wai  presBing  down.  The  ooait  oear 
tham  wai  so  mKtnmelj  steep  and  nif  ged  that  no  landln|;  of 
the  oaiyoee  mqU  be  eflboted,  and  they  were  preeerred  only 
by  tome  men  jumping  on  the  rocks,  and  thrusting  the  lee  off 
with  poles.  There  was  no  altematife  but  to  continue  along 
this  dreary  shore,  seeking  a  channel  between  the  different 
masses  of  ioe  wfaieh  had  aeeumulaled  at  the  Tsrious  points. 
In  this  operation  both  the  oanoes  were  in  imminent  danger 
of  being  crushed  by  the  ice,  which  was  now  tossed  about  by 
the  waves  that  the  gale  had  excite<l.  They  eflR?cted  a  pas- 
sage, howeTer,.and  keeping  close  to  the  shore,  landed  at  the 
entrance  of  what  they  named  Detention  Harbour,  having 
come  twenty-eight  miles.  An  old  Esquimaux  encampment 
was  traced  on  this  spot ;  and  an  ice  chisel,  a  copper  knife, 
and  a  small  iron  knife,  were  found  under  the  turf. 

On  the  26th  they  embarked  at  four  o'clock  in  the  morning 
and  attempted  to  force  a  passsge,  when  Che  first  canoe  got 
enclosed,  and  remained  for  some  time  in  a  very  perilous  si- 
tuation ;  the  pieces  of  ioe,  crowded  together  by  the  acUon  of 
the  current  and  wind,  pressing  strongly  against  its  feeble 
sides.  A  partial  opening,  bowcTer,  occurring,  they  landed 
without  having  sustained  any  serioiis  injury.  Two  men  were 
then  sent  round  the  bay,  and  it  was  ascertained  that  instead 
of  having  entered  a  narrow  passage  between  an  island  and 
the  main,  they  were  at  the  mouth  of  an  harbour,  having  an  ts« 
land  at  its  entrance ;  and  that  it  was  necessary  to  return  by 
the  way  they  came,  and  get  round  a  point  to  the  northward. 
This  was,  however,  impracticable,  the  channel  being  blod^ed 
up  by  drift  ice ;  and  there  was  no  prospect  of  release  except 
by  a  change  of  the  wind.  In  the  afternoon  the  weather 
cleared  up,  and  several  men  went  hunting,  but  were  unsuc- 
cessful. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27ib,  the  lee  remafaiing  stationary, 
they  carried  the  canoes  and  cargoes  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
across  a  point  of  land  that  formed  the  east  side  of  the  bay ; 
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liut  the  ioe  w^  not  BMie  f«pr#Wibb  ^knr^ikm^ai'm&'plim 
they  had  left  It  cooskted  of  small  pteMTtlotMif *  fkMMA 
togelJb^  bytiM  Hind,  extending  ak«^ti»iliDr%hllt1<#liag 
1^  clear  pasaagB  beyoiid  acfaaia  of  iabiida  wilb  whMi  tli^wMi^ 
of  tbia  cofM^  ia  gict 

Aa  tba  ioa  coatinued  ia  the  same  atela  tba  Mlo«i>f«|^ 
dajji  aavaval  of  the  men  were  seiil  out  ta  boot ;  and  oihi  e( 
tbem  fifed  no  leaa  than  four  lioMaal  deer,  hat  anfovtoniitrfy 
without  suAoeas.  It  waa  saiiaiELBtoryi  hofPef«r,  toaaeertaiii 
that  the  oountry  waa  not  dealitutaof  asinNda.  They  hod  the 
rooriificatioD  to  diaeoTer  that  two  af  the  bifg^  af  pemwiaan, 
which  waa  Iheir  prinaipalfeliaiieey  bad  beaome  nmrldy  by 
wet  The  beef  too  bad  bea»  eu  badlr  aaradv  aa  t»  be  Mattee^ 
If  eatable^  tbroiii^  their  baviag  bean  eompdlady  frambtt#te, 
tadry  it  by  fire  iastead  of  the  ena.  It  was- not,  ba^wef%r, 
the  quality  of  the  provisioo  that  ga¥e  them  anetakfesa,  but 
its  diminution^  and  the  utter  incapacity  to  obtain-  any  adrti* 
tion.  Seals  weie  the  only  animals  seen  at  this  place,  snd 
these  they  could  nefer  approachr  There  waa  a  sharp  firosf 
^n  the  nighty  which  formed  a  pretty  thvek  crust  of  ice  tn>  a  ket- 
tle of  water  that  stood  in  the  tents ;  and  for  sereffal  ni^ta 
thin  films  of  ice  appeared  ott  the  salt  water  amongst  the  cakes 
af  stream  ice.  Notwrthstaading  ftia  state  of  temperature, 
they  were  tornuBnted  hy  awarma  af  muaqoitoes. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th«tha  party  attendird*  diviaeser^ 
▼ice.  About  noon  the  party  ambarkedv  ha^iof^  consunied  dff 
the  fuel  within  reach.  The  wind  came  off  the^  land  jtist  aa 
the  canoes  had  atartad,.  and  they  determined'  on  aftenrpting^ 
to  force  a  pnaas^pe  along  tbesbere;  iar  which*  tfaey  ifuceeededi 
after  seven  hours'  labour  and  much  hazard'  to*  the  TesseTd. 
The  ice  lay  so  doaettet  theerews  disembarlberf  on  it,  and 
effected  a  passage  by  beanng  against  the  pitees  with  their 
poles ;  but  in  conducting  theoanoes  through  the  narrow  dian- 
nela  thua  formed^  the  greatest  eare  waareqniMte,  to  prevent 
the  sharp  pnijacting  poinia  Atom  breaiEing  the  tart.    They 
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fortunately  receiTed  no  material  iiyuryy  tbongli  they  were 
split  in  two  places. 

At  the  dietance  of  three  milesi  they  oame  to  the  entrance 
of  a  deep  bay,  whose  bottom  was  filled  by  a  body  of  ice  so 
compact  as  to  preclude  the  idea  of  a  passage  through  It^ 
whilst  at  the  same  time,  the  traverse  across  its  mouth  was 
attended  with  much  danger,  from  the  approach  of  a  large 
field  of  ice,  which  was  driving  down  before  the  wind.  The 
dread  of  detention,  however,  induced  them  to  proceed,  and  in 
an  hour  and  a  half  they  landed  on  the  opposite  shore,  where 
they  halted  to  repair  the  canoes  and  to  dine. 

On  the  80th  they  breakfasted  on  a  small  deer  which  8L 
Germain  had  killed ;  and  sent  men  in  pursuit  of  some  otheris 
in  sight,  but  with  which  they  did  not  come  up.  Re-embark- 
ing, they  passed  a  river  ivitbout  perceif  ing  it.  Their  stock 
of  provision  being  now  reduced  to  eight  days'  consumption,  it 
bad  become  a  matter  of  the  first  importance  to  obtain  a  sup- 
ply ;  and  as  they  had  learned  from  White  Fox  that  the  Es- 
quimaux frequent  the  rivers  at  this  season,  Captain  Irank- 
lin  determined  on  seeking  a  communication  with  them  here, 
in  the  hope  of  obtaining  relief  for  their  present  wants,  or 
even  shelter  for  the  winter,  if  the  season  should  prevent  re- 
turning either  to  the  Hook*s  party,  or  Fort  Enterprise ;  and 
he  was  the  more  induced  to  take  this  step  at  this  time,  as 
several  deer  had  been  seen,  and  the  river  appeared  good  for 
fishing.  Augustus,  Junius,  and  Hepburn,  were  therefore 
furnished  with  necessary  presents,  and  desired  to  go  along 
the  bank  of  the  river  as  far  they  could,  on  the  following  day, 
in  search  of  the  natives,  to  obJiEiin  provision  and  leather,  as 
well  as  information  respecting  the  coast 

Having  dispatched  Hepburn  and  the  Esquimaux,  others 
of  the  party  were  employed  in  setting  the  nets.  They  met 
however  with  but  little  success  in  fishing,  as  they  caught  only 
one  salmon  and  five  small  fish.  The  hunters,  who  had  been 
sent  out  to  procure  provision,  returned  the  next  day,  bring- 
ing in  two  small  deer  and  a  bear,  and  shortly  after  anotlier 
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bunter  brought  in  a  deer.  The  pa^t]  wbo  |^i^d,b^  .livji  to. 
look  for  the  Esquimaux  also  returoed^  oot^lmYlpg^el  wilb. 
anj  persooa  on  their  journey.  ..  . .    , 

.  Qn  the  let  of  August  the  par(y  pro|(|ese4e4  doff«  the  iple^, 
and  after wardi^  running  along  the  eastern  sbori^  rouuded  a, 
point  of  land  which  they  named  Ppint  WoUaaton,.  and  tbei| 
opened  on  an  extensive  sheet  of  water.  Approaching  a  sqoaV^, 
island,  they  entered  a  bay  and  pitehed,  iUeir  tents  on  .-thfl, 
shore.  Being  confined  the  following  day  by .  the  rising  of,  ^ 
strong  gale  of  wind,  the  hunters  were  sent  out,  whiln.sonie 
of  the  officers  walked  to  the  top.  of  some  bills  to  take  a;fiew. 
of  their  situation,  and  to  ascertain^  udi^er  tbey  were  amid  a 
duster  of  islands  or  n^ar  the  continent,  .^  broken  appe^M^-f 
aace  of  the  land  rendering,  the  ciroumstagce  doubtful  wherr. 
tber.  they  were  skirting  the  shores  of  the  sea^  or  proceeding 
through  a  large  inlet.  Under  these  impressions  they  oftea 
landed  and  ascended  the  highest  hills  to  ascertain  their  situ- 
ation. Aft^r  continuing  their  voyage  until  the  Sth,  they  had 
the  mortification  to  find  the  inlet  terminated  in  a  small  river; 
and  sailing  back  to  the  opposite  shore,  were  until  the  lOtb 
of  August  before  they  again  entered  upon  the  open  sea.  In 
the  course  of  their  progress  through  this  inlet,  Junius  killed 
a  musk^^ox,  and  others  of  the  party  killed  two  bears^  and  « 
few  lean  deer.  The  bears  were  fat  and  in  good  condition^ 
and  tlie  Canadian  voyagers,  who  had  been  disposed  to  com- 
plain from  the  fear  of  a  scantiness  of  food,  were  highly 
pleased  at  feeding  on  the  fat  meat  of  the  bear. 

On  the  Uth  they  rounded  a  point  which  was  named  Point 
Everitt,  and  then  encountered  a  strong  breeae  and  heavy 
swell,  which  by  causing  the  canoes  to  pitch  very  muobt  greatly 
impeded  their  progress.  Some  deer  being,  seen  graaing 
in  a  valley  near  the  beaob,  tbey  landed  and  sent  St  Ger- 
main and  Adam  in  pursuit  of  tbemt  who  soon  killed  thra^ 
which  were  very  small  and  lean.  Their  appearanoet  bow* 
ever,  ^uite  revived  the  spirits  of  the  men,  who  hiul  suspected 
that  tlie  de^r  )iad  retured  Ao  the  woods*  Beaaming  the 
P.V.21.  Raa 
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Voya'g^e  atter  odob,  tbef  proceeded  alonig  the  coMt,  wbleh  is 
tHaged  Vy  iBiarids ;  and  at  fite  in  HbtS  itfO^Mon,  entered 
another  bay,  where  they  were  forsometirtcfia^bftedin  difliciil- 
tieii  by  the  MirMaey  of  Ae  pas9a||ei ;  brat  hirrtng  deltfed  iMn 
Hi  the  afternoon,  they  eneamped  nea#  Me  nohihekrof  entridoe 
of  the  bay,  at  a  spot  iHiich  KM  rteedtly  been  Tinted  bf  a 
flftnall  party  of  Esqulmaax,  as  the  rettiaHie  of  eonaeeggseon* 
tittniifg  yonng  were  lying  betide  tome  hidf-bumt  wood. 
'fh'ere  w^r6  alto  tetera)  pilot  of  ttonet  put  op  by  tliem« 

fit&bUktng  at  fbfir  on  the  morning  of  the  tSth,  Ibey  pro- 
eikSStd  a^hit  a  froth  piercing  ooTtb-eatt  wind,  wMob  raitied 
tM  ititret  to  a  height  that  qaite  terrilled  tosfef  of  the  people, 
aVfcdMbltned  only  to  the  navigation  of  AteH  iM  MeOi  They 
r^olved,  IroweTer,  to  perserere,  fteilng  thit  the  ahcffrt  tea- 
^8h  for  opcfrationt  wat  hattefcing  JN^ay ;  but  tifter  roaitdlng 
tiipe  Croker  the  wind  beoande  to  itfeng  that  thfeiy  could  pro- 
ceed 00  fkrthei*,  and  encamped  for  the  night.  On  the  fol- 
loMring  day  a  paddle  wat  founds  whiefaiAugtHitiie^  dn  exami- 
iiallod,  declared  to  bo  made  after  the  fashion  of  the  White 
tSoOse  Esquimaux,  a  tribe  with  whom  his  Countrymen  had 
had  tome  trading  commtinieation.  Some  articles  leffi  by  tbem 
attracted  attention ;  they  found  a  winter  sledge  raised  upon 
four  stones,  with  some  snow-shotels,  a  small  piece  of  whale- 
bone, an  ice-chiirel,  a  knife,  and  tome  beads. 

Most  of  the  head-lands  they  now  visited  shewed  that  the 
fisqiiiroaut  bad  been  Upon  them.  On  the  S4th  they  saw 
some  geese  and  swans,  aiid  also  several  deer,  but  the  conn- 
try  being  open  they  easily  escaped.  In  the  evening,  after  the 
tehtt  ^ere  pitched,  Mr.  Back  stated  that  the  eanoes  were 
materially  damaged.  On  examination  it  appeared  that  fif- 
teen timbert  of  one  of  the  canoes  were  broken,  and  that  the 
others  were  so  loose  in  the  fhime^  that  there  wat  danger  of 
the  bark  sepkrating  if  expoted  to  a  heavy  sea.  Distressing 
as  were  tbete  circumstances,  they  gave  less  pain  than  the 
discovery  that  the  voyagers,  who  had  hitherto  displayed  a 
eourage  beyond  expectation,  now  felt  serious  apprehensions 
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for  llieir  Bafety^  wMeb  JK>  poB8ei8ed4Mr  niiqdt  Ihajt  they  wre 
iiot.r€i|lwned  evep  J>y  tl^e  presefuiB.Qf  their  pfficars  .firom  ,€J>; 
prcMing  them*  Tbeir  fe)^r9  hud  J^^efn  prpeipally  excite^  bf 
ibe  ioterpretere^  St.  G^rjopiMn  aiid.4(4MDrTi«bo  from  lbeqi|t<* 
set  had  foreboded  every  oalap^(y• 

Tbeetrong  breezee  ipbiqh  QOiir  prendled  ao4  «ther  ciroum* 
Biancev  indicated  that  the  >wiiitef  nm  |Mt  ae(Miig  in,  and  ao* 
vere  weatber  wan  (to  be  el^peo^d•  '  llfestitiite  aa  the  09^1^007 
was  of  fiieli  and.i^e^tto^  fM  tbeir  atcjck.ofipromiQii  now  wai 
to  about  ihvee  days^opaaiiiiiptloDj  it  becfufie  the  dnij.offi^p* 
tain  Fir^lio  to  be  eaeef^l  foMr  .thf  iiafet|  of  bis  pe€|i|o. 
Xbqugb  tetaiftftear  ^fire  j^t^^  ^tb^y  :<md4  not  be  epaily  ap.- 
proached  on  the  level  shores  they  were  now  coastings  bttsidea 
it .  w^s  rtp  ;be  .i^pprebepde^  l^ey  would  soon  migrate  to  the 
jtOMtb..  )It  was  evidept  ^^t  the  tiqie  «pent  in  exploring  the 
aq|ii\d^  and  inlets  had  precluded  the  hope  of  jreacbing  Re* 
Plil|e  Bay,  wliich  at  the  outlet  of  the  voyage  .tbejthad  fondly 
Qheri^hed  ;  and  it  was  equally  obviqus  that  pis  (he  distance 
fi^qia^ny  of  .the  trading  esti^blishmeqts  would  increase  as  they 
.|Ki)cqededy  the  hazardous  traverse  across  the  barren  grounds^ 
which  they  woqld  have  to  make,  if  compelled  to  alfandofi 
:ibe  canoes  upon  apy^part  of  Ihe  coast,  would  become  greater. 

tOn  stating  to  tbe  officers  bis  sentiiDenis  on  these  points, 
tb^ir  opinions  i^qiqcided  with  his  own.     A^  ^^r®  convinced 
,qf  the  nec^ity  of  putting  a  speedy  termination  to  their  voy- 
age, as  a  hope  of  ipe^ting  the  Esquijnaux  and  of  their 
,prociiring  provisiqp  fropn  them,  could  now  scarcely  be  re- 
tained;  but  yet  i^ll  were  desirous  of  prpceedip^g,  until  the 
,b|nd  should  be  s^n  .t^^pfling  again  to  the  eastward.    Aa  it 
yras  needful,  hQi^ever,  |it  all  events,  to  set  a  limit  to  their 
voysLge,  it  was  d^te^fpained  to  return  in  the  cotirse  of  four 
dajs,  unless  they  should  meet  the  Esquimaux,  and  be  ena- 
bled to  make  some  arrangemant  for  passing  the  winter  with 
them.  This  communication  was  joyfully  received  by  the  men^ 
and  it  ^ras  hoped  that  the  industrj  of  the  hunters  being  thus 
excited,,  tbey  should  be  able  \o addio  tfieir  stoek  of  proviaion. 

H  R  R  2 
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Ob  Che  16ih  of  August  they  paddled  along  the  eoeet  for 
several  miles,  until  at  length  a  thick  fog  eompelled  them  to 
land  on  a  point  of  land  to  which  they  gare  the  name  of  Slate 
Clay  Point.  At  this  place  they  found  marks  of  its  hating 
been  visited  by  the  Esquimaux,  although  none  were  now  to 
be  seen.  A  human  skull  was  also  found  set  up  on  a  conspi- 
cuous part.  Continuing  their  progress  along  the  coast,  they 
passed  a  deep  bay,  and  rounding  a  point  of  land  which  they 
named  Cape  Flinders,  proceeded  northward,  with  an  open 
sea,  quite  clear  of  islands.  This  view  of  the  great  ex- 
panse of  waters  excited  great  astonishment  in  the  Canadian 
voyagers,  who  had  not  before  obtained  an  uninterrupted  view 
of  the  ocean. 

They  continued  their  course  along  the  coast  until  evening, 
when  a  change  in  the  wind  and  a  threatening  thunder  squall 
caused  them  to  encamp ;  but  the  water  was  so  shallow,  that 
they  found  some  difficulty  in  approaching  the  shore.  Large 
pieces  of  drift  wood  evidenced  that  they  had  finally  escaped 
from  the  bays.  Their  tents  were  scarcely  pitched  before  they 
were  assailed  by  a  heavy  squall  and  rain,  which  was  suc- 
ceeded by  a  violent  gale  from  west-north-west,  which  thrice 
overset  the  tents  during  the  night.  The  wind  blew  with 
equal  violence  on  the  following  day,  and  the  sea  rolled  furi- 
ously upon  the  beach.  The  Canadians  had  now  an  oppor- 
tunity of  witnessing  the  eflfect  of  a  storm  upon  the  sea ;  and 
the  sight  increased  their  desire  of  quitting  it. 

The  hunters  were  sent  out,  and  saw  many  deer,  but  the 
flatness  of  the  country  defeated  their  attempts  to  approach 
them  ;  they  brought,  however,  a  few  unfledged  geese.  As 
there  was  no  appearance  of  increasing  their  stock  of  provi- 
sion, the  allowance  was  limited  to  a  handful  of  pemmican,and 
a  small  portion  of  portable  soup  to  each  man  per  day.  The 
latitude  was  68*  IS'  N.,  longitude  UO*  Sf  W. 

On  August  18th  the  stormy  weather  and  sea  continuing^ 
there  was  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  embark.  Dr.  Rich- 
ardsoui  Mr.  Back,  and  Captain  Franklin,  thereforci  set  out 
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on  foot  to  discover  whether  the  land  withio  a  da]r*8  oaaroh  jo* 
oliiied  more  to  the  east.  They  went  from  ten  to  twelre  miles 
al<Mig  the  coast,  which  contioued  flat|  and  kept  the  samodi* 
rectioB  as  the  encampment.  The  most  distaot  land  had  tho 
same  bearing^  north-north-east,  and  appeared  like  two  is* 
lands,  which  was  estimated  to  be  six  or  seven  miles  off;  tha 
shore  on  their  side  seemingly  trended  more  to  the  east,  so  that 
it  is  probable  Point  Turnagain,  for  so  this  spot  was  namedy 
forms  the  pitch  of  a  low  flat  cape. 

Augustus  killed  a  deer  in  the  afternoon,  but  the  men  were 
not  able  to  find  it  The  hunters  found  the  burrows  of  a  num- 
ber of  white  foxes,  and  Hepburn  killed  one  of  those  ani- 
mals, which  proved  excellent  eating,  equal  to  the  young 
geese,  with  which  it  was  boiled,  and  far  superior  to  the  lean 
deer  upon  the  coast.  Large  flocks  of  geese  passed  over  the 
tents,  flying  to  the  southward.  The  lowest  temperature  to- 
day was  38^. 

Though  Point  Turnagain  is  only  six  degrees  and  a  half  to 
the  east  of  the  mouth  of  the  Copper-mine  River,  they  sailed, 
in  tracing  the  deeply  indented  coast,  five  hundred  and  fifty- 
five  geographic  miles,  wiiichis  little  less  than  the  direct  dis- 
tance between  the  Copper- mine  River  and  Repulse  Bay. 
Having  extended  his  voyage  to  the  utmost  limits  which  the 
season  and  circumstances  would  admit.  Captain  Franklin 
now  contemplated  his  return.  To  have  attempted  to  proceed 
would  have  been  to  have  put  the  lives  of  the  people  under 
his  charge  to  the  greatest  hazard.  With  scarcely  any  provi- 
sions, and  failing  of  all  intercourse  with  the  Esquimaux,  it 
would  have  been  an  unjustifiable  circumstance  to  delay  any 
longer  their  return.  It  therefore  became  a  matter  of  deep 
importance  to  determine  by  what  rout  they  should  proceed. 
His  original  intention  had  been  to  return  by  the  Copper- 
mine River,  and  in  pursuance  of  arrangements  with  the  Hook 
to  travel  to  Slave  Lake,  through  tlie  line  of  woods  extending 
thither  by  the  Great  Bear  and  Martin  Lakes;  but  the  scanty 
stock  of  their  provision  and  the  length  of  the  voyage  rendered 
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ttmt^ikf9  jiiiiiir|g,i»  ^the  iliwie|k».of  tli»43<fy6r»wiae  jtowr^ 
«fiiMfiiP^ill44il|r  lIlMftr  vwM^  ^Ad  4liit  ii  seemed  poebttUe 
im4J  #»ay  jbejijiM.aiape  tiieieage  aiilhiernArMoed  veeMiiif  m4 

wyuM  p|MMie«Pei44fileB|iOQ,  if  Mit  4mger^  jio  »W*pji4ll# 

4i«celf<ir<b  40  ;imka  $1  hhmi^  4or  ArfiMe  $(MUMi»  «bei^  Ihey 
had  found  the  animals  moro^ilwaiiSrUia^  »t  aay^otlwr I<»at>| 
aM'Ql^riAK  Qliod^JSmf^  itP  «4f aii^e  i|p  jltia^  slrapii  as 

for  a^  it  mmm^kgBiUfb  #iidihm»>u>4Vwsirj|(|t[iipaflMBiiea 

oMi  of  th§  matsKials  .<if  theilaxger  mm^  wbiirhioimid  he.€aa«*, 
rWd ii»  ocosaJMig  the  haivep  ^QmdH9  JFoi^  GA^ifiriae.  Thef 
i»mained)at  i)iak«io«a^ippeo)tfiipi\l  tfie  93a^  and  dmiiig 
Iheiir  ftayt  JuaiiiayJBelaiigtr^and  IKicbel.ii#veaei4fiPiMaM|l 
fijHT  %  dmr  ffM^  Ju4  been  kil)e4« 

Junius  returned  in  tbeeTening^bringingpartofilieaMatybiA 
owing  tto  tbetlhiskness  of  the  weather,  his  icompsfiipQSfiaited 
ftom  Mm  .and  did  not  ma)^e  .their  f^yfitefiVMee.  I>iTiwe  ser^ 
>Fioe  was  iraad*  On  the  {{(Hh  they  were  |preaamed  wiAh  the 
most  ehiUipg  prospect,  :(he  small  pools  el  water  tbetogrfirei- 
sen  o.?fli:,5the  gfound  oo^ered  with  snow,  aiKl  jthe  jlhermem^ 
ter  at  the  Jreeaing  point  at  midday.  Fligbta  ofj^eesesHm 
pessiqg  to.the  southward*  T.he  wind,  hosve^r,  fm^jaowi^ 
•  rate,  ha»f  ing .  changed  to  ^h^  eastward.  CiHlsideffabh^  aMi* 
aty  now<pravailing  raspeotiag  jBehuiger^nd  |iiehfll,(atbeia 
were  sent  out  to  look  far  tbem.  flba  seatcb  iW3# woctssfuiy 
fsnd  they  all  returnedin.lUaaf ening.  The  stfagglers«iieM 
muoh  fiitigued,  and  had  auffered  seTerely  from  (be.'MWt 
one  pf  tbem  ha^riug  bisjthigbs  (roseo,  immI  whsjl  itfider>pn^ 
sent  circumstances  was  most  grie¥ous,>they  bad  tho»iinrMIWr 
allttbe  meat  The  wind  during  the ,  night  f  ediiMd  4o  :Ulo 
flQffth- wfest  quarter,  blew  mere. ¥iolentlyithim#¥ery and  iMiad 
a^ery  (urbuleot  sea,  the  snow  remaiqedion  the  grounds  and 
the  small  ppols  were  firosen.  The  hnaleis  twere  eenl  #iif^ 
but.ihfi^y  ceiiirAediiClfr.A  Citigimg.<d%y!^  mareh  AirMiMt 
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iliMtt^dMrllf  ita  emlmiMiif  /  mH^  ywldHHig  ^tWytfiiwwMt 
Hgiltf,  ib#y  croftMd  Hitef  #mMI  Wiltat'9  B«)r»^«  dlMMir 
off  tiPMr^  ttAIes^  befare  mM|  vAtmilmf  tamlic^M  Mm^ 

IWaffo^milhiffecilMt0yft||^4   TlMlflMto^imjPvMttl^lMMlV' 

Mit  i^tttnMd  trtlllollt  0tBMMNM  m  ttl#  'llfVMIhif  f  4  MIf dlM A  ^Hifl^ 

Several  dear  were  wmti  bM  ^mM  io«  M  ^(liiMidltetl  M 
^ takM trnkHttf  t  iln^ itti tt^i^ tMch «f |»eniMildlfi<iM i«l 
M<ilfe  ef  MMAf  lyUf  t^^liietf  i|  Oli^llrMt'dlViMtflMrM  tol; 
flie n eMetts  HHflicMMMe,  Atf  thM Bjipedtttoki  MII^M 
TilMfegriii  dtt  AKftilrf  fiftiid,  oil  tl^  eMl«  day  flm  0§pMm 
THttj  sailed  oot  of  Repobe  Bey.  TM  {MHle*  tm^e  flien 
(Hslntii  frMV  e«itf  h  other  SeD  ifiiletf . 

A  aetere  freet  ailieed  tbeitt  lo»  {mai  ft  MMAMIeei  iiigM  oil 
Af^  SSrd,  ilid  io  the  aft^rrtoon  of  thftt  day  th^y  hftiMHed  e«l 
to  make  a  tfateme  df  flfteeti  mH^  ft<M«ft  Btehfille  8«ufidr 
trefbre  s  ^itbng  trlnd  iilld  iKteVy  tfea«  The  fMyftttoii  (If  food 
iiiider  whieb  the  voyegef^  frer«  thea  labooritig'  abaofbed 
«f ery  other  teMt>t,  othefwie^  tha  iMb^  ffowaifri  tx^MyiiaiM 
could  not  have  induced  them  to  attempt  suck  a  tmtelMt  it 
Was  triih  Acf  ^MMet  dtflKNiRy  fbkt  th^  eaaeei^  #^«<tf  k^  M>m 
ttttoiag  th^lr  bt^dntd^  Itt  (beiNtffr,  thdugk  th^y  #MfHhne(r 
M^eH^  with  all  ««)hiddlM.  Ohiiv>f  Ibett  aanr^wiy  ea«ap«d 
biri«g^t>teraetby  tbti  kcrtdMf,  irttM^foMnMin  ft  Mid^AHMI* 
tM,  Where  We  waiM  fMm  m  Mgb  Ibai  fMltaaftMielid  of  Mft 
baifOd  Wfta  biten  Md  IMttlbiolber,  IhMgb^flillft  iMiWg 
WHbiikbail. 

Oft  tkl$  S4tb  tK^  eMWHd  Ami  Mtfiinil^  c^thtft-biiy^  'WbIm 

baa  betiM  tkkeu  ibm^B&nmwj  tfayft  lb  ^idiMg' tip^aitd  lefiid#A 
6a  i»  Wand  iteftir  the  tffyaftlteiibwit.  8eiM  d«0f  beMig  aem 
M  tboiMaftb,  the  tafbUM  went  la  ^HhMliaff  ^muh  attd  om^ 
»ftade»ia>klillag  iiiihi  l>MMHi»  wbhii  aaWWed  iheii  mmm 
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Uieir  last  rraMiiitiii^  iii«al  of  pemnioan*  TlMy  taw  aboi 
fi^sh  tracks  of  musk-oxeo  on  the  banks  of  a  small  strcai 
which  flowed  into  a  lake  in  the  centre  of  the  island.  ■  Thesis 
animals  must  have  crossed  a  cbailnel  at  least  three*  mitea 
wide,  to  reach  the  nearest  of  these  Islands.  On  the  85th 
the  hanters  killed  two  deer,  which  relieved  them  from  mp- 
prehension  of  immediate  want  of  food*  From  the  deer  assem- 
bling at  this  time  in  numbers  on  the  islands  nearest  to  the 
eoast,  it  was  conjectured  that  they  were  about  to  retire  to 
the  main  shore.  Those  they  saw  were  generally  females  with 
their  young,  and  all  of  them  very  lean. 

Leaving  this  island  they  entered  Hood*s  River,  whiek 
they  ascended  as  high  as  the  first  rapid  and  encamped.  Here 
terminated  their  voyage  on  the  Arctic  Sea,  during  whieh 
they  had  gone  over  six  hundred  and  fifty  geographical  miles. 
The  Canadian  voyagers  could  not  restrain  their  joy  at  having 
turned  their  backs  on  the  sea,  and  passed  the  evening  in 
talking  over  their  past  adveotures  with  much  hnmour  and  no 
little  exaggeration.  The  consideration  that  the  most  painful, 
and  certainly  the  most  haaardous  part  of  the  jouruey,  was  yet 
to  come,  did  not  depress  their  spirits  at  all.  It  is  due  to 
their  character  to  niention  that  they  displayed  much  courage 
in  encountering  the  dangers  of  the  sea,  magnified  to  them 
by  their  novelty. 

On  leaving  tlieir  encampment  on  the  36tn  of  August,  an 
assortment  of  iron  materials,  beads^  looking-glasses,  and 
other  articles,  were  put  up  in  a  conspicuous  situation  for  the 
Esquimaux,  and  the  English  Union  was  planted  on  the  lof- 
tiest sand-hill,  where  it  might  be  seen  by  any  ships  passing 
in  the  ofiing.  Here  also  was  deposited,  in  a  tin  box,  a 
letter  contaiuing  an  outline  of  the  proceedings,  the  latitude 
and  longitude  of  the  principal  places,  and  the  course  they 
intended  to  pursue  towards  Slave  Liake*  Embarking  at 
eight  in  the  morning,  they  proceeded  up  the  river  which  is 
full  of  sandy  shoals,  but  sufficiently  deep  for  canoes  in  tiie 
ehannels*    It  is  from  one  hundred  to  two  hundred  yards 


TO  Tttft  Pai<4&  BMu 

Md  deer  Mnoke  Mi  btm  mumiiMt  a»  tho.lwialMi  ol'llii 
ikM  wiiM  (kaf  1M«  lMf»  iNifcra^  btti  Mtwa  afaigii  iNMt 
M#  ifM  ta  Im  f#aa  at  iUi  line^    Gf»dkt  hMMt^f,  4iU«i  * 

MiU  dMT  lift  ama  distMca  iiiludr  vrUeb^  vMb  ilieadfUliM 

ii^tbiwiflfl,  fiM'DidNMl  a  dtfligkiM fvpM^    TiMiwMiliHr  wtt 

MVUMEkablir  i««^  and  tb«  leBi|i«r«iliini  8^  i»ild,  ibatUie  »■»> 

4|ililM»  agaia  «iad«  Uieir  appatraMf^  hue  not !»  any  gnat 

Bnmkfn*    Tha  naiU  motBmg  Iba  aat  fawihliad  tn  mkUm 

fplkaiMlitnHlt^    Having  madaa  faribar  dapoikaf ifaa  awik 

far  tha  Bsqaimaaxt  th^y  paraiiad  Umat  Jaaraay  i^  tba  rivtf^t 

laili  tbe  aliaala  aad  nqpidi  in  tUa  fari  ima  ao  fraqaent»  Ibal 

Hhv  vfdkad  alaag  iha  l^anlM  Iba  fabaU  day^  aad  Ow  aiaws 

Jiiioiirad  haird  Ui  aanryiag  ilM  aaaQea»  wbea  ligbtanad^  ovar 

HkfititR^  or  dragging  Ibam  a|^  (ba  rajiida.    Tha  walla  of 

a  abaam  tbroagh  lYhich  the  riter  flowed  weralwo  bandred  feel 

Jbigbf  %aile  parpandiculary  and  in  aooaa  plaoea  few  yards  apart. 

Tba  rif  er  precipiutes  itaelf  into  it  otar  a  rack,  faming  twa 

pagaificeat  and  piaiureaqua  falla  close  to  eaeb  other*    Tba 

i^par  fall  ia  aboat  sixty  feet  bi^b,  ^bA  tba  lower  one  ait 

laaat  ana  baodiad ;  but  p^baps  aonsiderably  niare»  for  tba 

mgrr^WAfss  of  tha  obaam  ioto  wbicb  it  fell  praveated  tbaai 

IroiB  seeing  it#  bottooa,  and  they  eauld  merely  disaera  tha 

top  of  the  spray  far  beneath  their  feet.    The  lower  fisll  is 

diTidad  into  two».by  an  insulated  column  of  rock  wUoh  vises 

sJbpot  forty  Caal  above  it.    The  whole  descent  of  the  river  at 

Mb  pUee  was  about  two  hundred  a&d  fifty  feat*    Captain 

VffsnI&Uo  named  tbeae  magnificent  casoadca  *^  WilberiSoree 

Falls,**  as  a  tribute  of  respect  for  that  distinguished  pbilaa- 

thropiat  and  diiristian*    Tha  river  bekig  aurveyed  tram  tba 

summit  of  a  bill,  above  these  falls^  appeared  ao  rapid  aad 

abaUow,  that  it  aeeioad  uadess  to  atlaa^t  prooeadtng  aay 

&rtbar  in  ttie  Isrga  canaas^  ba  tbarefara  determined  on  torn 

atructing  out  of  their  matariala  two  amaUor  aaaa  af  aaffieieat 

aiaa  ta  oantain  thcea  paraaii%  far  tba  pay paaa  afaraasing  any 

riverthatn4gjhtabatraotthaNr|iMinaa»    Thiaqiavatiaa 

R  V.  SI.  8  s  a 
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accordingly  commeDced,  and  by  the  Slst  both  the  caaoat 
being  finished,  they  set  out  on  the  following  day. 

The  leather  which  had  been  preserved  for  making  ahoea 
was  equally  divided  among  the  men,  two  pair  of  flanoiel 
socks  were  given  to  each  person,  and  such  articles  of  warm 
clothing  as  remained,  were  issued  to  those  who  most  re- 
quired them.  They  were  also  furnished  with  one  of  the 
officers'  tents.  This  being  done.  Captain  Franklin  commu- 
nicated to  the  men  his  intention  of  proceeding  in  as  direct  a 
course  as  possible  to  a  ptrt  of  Point  Lake,  which  was  only 
distant  one  hundred  and  forty-nine  miles  in  a  straight  line. 
The  people  received  the  communication  cheerfully,  consU 
dered  the  journey  to  be  short,  and  were  in  high  spirits.  Tlie 
stores,  books,  &c.  which  were  not  absolutely  necessary  to  be 
carried,  were  left  behind,  in  order  that  the  men*8  burdens 
might  be  as  light  as  possible. 

The  next  morning  was  warm,  and  very  fine.  Every  one 
wts  on  the  alert  at  an  early  hour,  being  anxious  to  com- 
mence the  journey.  The  luggage  consisted  of  ammuniUoD, 
nets,  hathets,  ice  chisels,  astronomical  instruments,  clothing, 
blankets,  three  kettles,  and  two  canoes,  which  were  each 
carried  by  one  man.  The  officers  carried  such  a  portion  of 
their  own  things  as  their  strength  would  permit ;  the  weight 
carried  by  each  man  was  about  ninety  pounds,  and  with  this 
they  advanced  at  the  rate  of  about  a  mile  an  hour,  including 
rests.  In  the  evening  the  hunters  killed  a  lean  cow,  out  of 
a  large  drove  of  musk-oxen  ;  but  the  men  were  too  much 
laden  to  carry  more  than  a  small  portion  of  its  flesh.  The 
alluvial  soil,  which  towards  the  mouth  of  the  ri?er  was 
covered  with  grass  and  willows,  was  now  more  barren  and 
hilly,  so  that  they  could  but  just  collect  sufficient  brush- 
wood to  cook  their  suppers.  About  midnight  their  tent  was 
blown  down  by  a  squall,  and  they  were  completely  drenched 
with  rain  before  it  could  be  re-pitched. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  September,  a  fall  of  snoW 
took  place ;  the  canoes  became  a  cause  of  delay,  -  from  the 
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of  earrying;  them  in  a  high  wiod,  and  tkay  tfote* 
laioed  much  damage  through  the  bll  of  those  who  bad  oharg^ 
of  them.  At  th<  end  of  deTen  miles  they  encamped^  and 
sent  for  a  musk-ox  and  a  deer  whioh  St  Gtomiuun  aild  Au- 
gustus had  killed.  The  day  was  extremely  eold,  the  ther- 
mometer TaryiDg  between  34*  and  96^.  In  the  afternoon  a 
heary  fall  of  snow  took  place,  on  the  wind  changing  from 
north-west  to  south-west.  They  found  no  wood  at  the  en* 
campment,  but  made  a  fire  of  moss  to  cook  the  supper  and 
crept  under  their  blankets  for  warmth. 

UaTing  ascertained  from  the  summit  of  the  highest  hill 
near  the  tents,  that  the  river  continued  to  preserye  a  west 
course ;  and  fearing  that  by  pursuing  it  further  they  might 
lose  much  time,  and  unnecessarily  walk  over  a  great  deal 
of  ground,  Capt.  Fraoklin  determined  on  quitting  its  banks 
the  next  day,  and  making  as  directly  as  they  could  for  Point 
Lake.  Tbey  accordingly  followed  the  river  on  the  3d,  only 
to  the  place  where  a  musk-ox  had  been  killed,  and  after 
the  meat  was  procured,  crossed  the  river  in  the  two  canodi 
lashed  together. 

Having  walked  twelve  miles  and  a  half,  on  the  4th,  they 
encamped  at  seven  in  the  afternoon,  and  distributed  their 
last  piece  of  pemroican,  and  a  little  arrow-root  for  supper, 
which  afforded  but  a  scanty  meal.  This  evening  was  warm,« 
but  dark  clouds  overspread  the  sky.  The  men  now  began  to 
find  their  burdens  very  oppressive,  and  were  much  fatigued 
by  this  day*s  march,  but  did  not  complain.  One  of  them  was 
lame  from  an  inflammation  in  the  knee.  Heavy  rain  com- 
menced at  midnight,  and  continued  without  intermission 
until  five  in  the  morning,  when  it  was  succeeded  by  snow,  on 
the  wind  changing  to  north-west,  which  soon  increased  to  a 
violent  gale  As  they  had  nothing  to  eat,  and  were  desti* 
tute  of  the  means  of  making  a  fire,  they  remained  in  bed  all 
the  day ;  but  the  covering  of  the  blankets  was  insufficient  to 
prevent  feeling  the  severity  of  the  frosty  and  suffering  incon- 

Sss2 
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^MteuM rt^m  iheMtOng  of  tbe  indW  talo  Omi  t«Uk  TIhM 
iN»  no  Alwteiiiml  «r  tb«  ilorfti  Dext  day ;  flie  t«Bti  wmi 
Completely  froMD,  and  the  «bow  had  drifted  aroand  thadt  W 
a  depth  of  three  feet,  and  even  in  tlie  iasMe  there  irae  • 
ooveflo|^  of  eereral  iocbee  on  tbe  bteakets. 

On  tbe  morahig  of  the  7tb,  joet  at  they  were  to  eomi^ 
omiee  thefar  march,  Gapt  Franklin  wae  seised  with  a  fbintM 
ingfit,  in  eoBeequence  of  exhaustiod  and  sodden  eapeenreto 
the  wind ;  after  eating  a  morsel  of  portable  soup,  he  re« 
oorered  so  far  as  to  be  able  to  move  on*  Those  who  oarried 
the  canoes  wers  repeatedly  blown  down  by  the  Yiolence  of 
the  wind|  and  tbey  often  fell,  from  making  an  inacotlUe  step 
on  a  slippery  stone ;  on  one  of  these  oceasions^  tlie  largest 
canoe  was  so  much  broken  as  to  be  rendered  totally  nnser* 
tieeable.  TIm  was  a  serious  disaster,  as  the  i'emainiDg 
eanoe  haring  through  mistake  been  made  too  small,  it  was 
donbtful  whether  it  would  be  sufficient  to  carry  them  acroim 
a  ifTer.  As  the  accident  could  not  be  remedied,  they  turned 
it  to  the  best  account,  by  making  a  fire  of  ttie  bark  and 
timbers  of  the  broken  vessel,  and  cooked  the  remainder  of 
the  portable  soup  and  arrow-root.  This  was  a  scanty  meal 
after  three  days'  fasting,  but  it  serted  to  allay  the  pangs  of 
hnnger  and  enabled  them  to  proceed  at  a  quicker  pace  than 
before.  Tbe  depth  of  the  snow  caused  them  to  march  in 
Indian  file,  that  is  in  each  other's  steps ;  the  Toyagers  taking 
it  in  turn  to  lead  the  party. 

A  considerable  quantity  of  tripe  de  roche  was  gathered, 
and  with  half  a  partridge  each,  (which  they  shot  in  the  c(mtnt 
of  the  day,)  furnished  a  slender  supper,  which  tbey  cooked 
with  a  few  willows,  dug  up  from  l>eneath  the  snow.  They 
passed  a  comfortless  night  in  their  damp  clothes,  bnt  took 
the  precaution  of  sleeping  upon  their  socks  and  shoes  to  pre* 
Tent  them  from  freezing.  This  plan  was  afterwards  adopted 
throughout  the  journey. 

At  half-past  five  in  the  morning  they  proceeded ;  and  after 


MlUiig  alffat  Uro  nibi^  eam^te  rmnTTfr*!  ftfiiTi  lnOif 
lo  Iktf  wftstward,  with  a  YBiy.  fi^  ciurMi  ovtr  a  rttlrt 
oInuimL  Tbt  j  kad  mi^h  dilWoky  bi  oroatiag  MB^HImmmu^ 
Mttg  mselMtt  not  omly  froi&tiM  boiUoi  of  ihMhamuliWfetk 
obttnictod  by  largv  sloiiii^  but  ako  frooi  ito  raqoMag  gUMr 
niiiigy  40  operaUoa  whiehy  owing  to  the  wMt  of  wood  md 
tbo  fro0l»  tboy  wero  imaUo  to  porfoiwu  Howovor,  ofkor^ 
followiDg  the  ooone  of  tho  rivor  oomo  diotaiiooy  Um;  offootod. 
a  pasaage  by  meana  of  a  faage  of  larga  noaka-  tbat  cfoaaod  m 
lapid.  As  the  oorrent  waa  atroogi  aad  laaoy  of  the  vooiui< 
were  covered  with  water  to  the  depth  of  two  or  tbrao  feat^ 
the  men  were  expoaed  to  oooli  danger  lo  oairying  their 
beavy  burdeoa  aoroaa,  and  aeveral  of  them  aetaaHy  aHppad 
into  the  atreanii  bnt  were  f muediately  reaeoed  by  tbe  othent 
Their  only  meal  to-day  conaiated  of  a  partridge  eadi  (wfaMli 
the  hunters  shot,)  mixed  with  tripe  de  roebe«  Tbia  rapaatf 
although  scanty  for  men  with  appetitea  auoh  aa  their  daily 
fatigue  created^  proved  a  cheerful  one,  and  waa  reeeivod 
with  thanlifulness.  Most  of  tbe  men  had  to  sleep  in  tbe  open 
air,  in  consequence  of  the  absence  of  Credit,  wbo  earriod 
their  tent ;  but  they  fortnaately  found  an  onuaual  qoutky 
of  roota  to  make  a  fire,  which  pretanted  their  sufibring  moeh 
from  the  cold,  though  the  thermometer  waa  at  17^. 

They  started  at  aix  on  tbe  9th,  and  at  tbe  ood  of  two 
milea  regained  the  hunters,  who  were  halting  on  the  bordera 
of  a  lake  amidst  a  ohimp  of  stunted  willows^  This  lako 
stretched  to  tbe  westward  aa  fiir  ao  they  eoold  aoe^  and  ita 
waters  were  discharged  by  a  rapid  atream  one  hundred  and 
Hfty  yarda  wide.  Being  cnthpely  ignorant  where  they  might 
be  led  by  pursuing  the  coorse  of  the  lake,  and  droadiog  the 
Idea  of  going  a  mile  unoeooaaarily  oat  of  the  way^  they  do^- 
termined  on  crossing  the  riyer  if  poaaible  ^  aad  the  oawoo 
was  gummed  for  the  purpoae^  the  wAlow  ftmbUDg  them  wi A 
fire.  Juniua,  who  bad  been  aeal  to  seek  for  the  beat  oioaaiiif 
place,  arrlted  in  tbe  afternoon  aad  ^ald  that  he  hod  aoeo  a 
large  herd  of  sioak-OMD  oo  the  hooka  of  Orootolf  o  Bhrar, 
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tfftdl  kmi  wi«iided  oim  of  Asm,  bat  it  escaped.  He  broBfM 
ibovt  four  poanib  of  meaty  the  remtint  of  a  deer  tkal  bad 
been  devoured  by  the  woWes.  Tbe  poor  fellow  was  mveb 
fvigued^  baving^  walked  tbroaghout  tbe  night,  bat  aa  tbe 
weather  wai  particalarly  fiiTourable  for  orosAiag  tbe  rivery 
they  could  aot  allow  him  to  rest.  After  he  had  takeo  aoflae 
refreshmeat  they  proceeded  to  the  river.  The  canoe  being 
pot  into  the  water  was  found  extremely  ticklish,  but  it  was 
managed  with  much  dexterity  by  St.  Germain,  Adam,  and 
Peltier,  who  ferried  over  one  passenger  at  a  time,  causing 
him  to  lie  flat  on  its  bottom,  by  no  means  a  pleasant  position, 
owing  to  its  leakiness,  but  there  was  no  alternative.  Tbe 
transport  of  the  whole  party  was  effected  by  five  o*clook,  and 
walking  about  two  miles  further  they  enoamped,  having  oome 
five  miles  and  three  quarters  on  a  south-west  ooorse.  Twa 
young  alpine  hares  were  shot  by  St.  Germain,  which,  with 
the  small  piece  of  meat  brought  in  by  Junius,  fumiihed  the 
supper  of  the  whole  party. 

On  the  10th  they  had  a  cold  north  wind  with  foggy  at* 
mosphere.  The  ground  they  passed  over  was  hilly,  and 
more  deeply  covered  with  snow.  In  gathering  tripe  de  roehe 
the  cold  was  so  benumbing  that  they  collected  scarcely  aalB- 
cient  for  a  scanty  meal.  They  saw  this  day  the  track  of  a 
man»  and  also  several  (racks  of  deer  on  the  snow.  About 
noon  the  weather  cleared  up  a  little,  and  to  their  great  joji 
they  saw  a  herd  of  musk-oxen  grazing  in  a  valley  bdow. 
The  party  instantly  halted,  and  the  best  hunters  were  sent 
out ;  they  approached  the  animals  with  the  utmost  cauttan, 
no  less  than  two  hours  being  consumed  before  they  got  with-' 
in  gun-shot  One  of  the  largest  cows  fell ;  another  was 
wounded,  but  escaped.  This  success  infused  spirit  into  the 
starving  party.  To  skin  and  cut  up  the  animal  were  the 
work  of  a  few  minutes.  The  contents  of  its  stomach  were  de- 
voured upon  the  spot,  and  the  raw  intestines,  which  were 
next  attackedi  vrere  pronounced  by  the  most  delicate  to  be 
exesUemt,  A  few  willows,  whose  tops  were  peeping  ibrough 
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liie  mtS'pilehed^  and' sapper  cooked^  *aiidtdewmi«d^«(Mk 
avidity*  This  was  the  sixth  day  sinee  they  had«imd*^gtM# 
meal  j  the  tripe  deroehe^  e^rea  wbefe-thef  got^eMtoifhif'My 
secviog  to  allay  the  pangs  of  hnBger*  for  a  short  litm;'  'After 
sapper^  two  of  tte  hunters  went  in  pursuit' of  tilbllerdv  but 
eottld  not  get  near  them*  »-  '••    •  •  .*  v  -n     »    .     .  -»«,• 

.  The  gale  had  not  diminished  on^the'iSthy  and  ae  they 
were  fearful  of  its'odntiAoaaeci'fbreeuie  time^  the|f  detev< 
mined  on  going  forward;  their^mly  doubi regarded' the" pheJ 
servatioii  of  the  osnoe,  bnt  the  m&t  prontsedto  pay  partiew^ 
Isr  attentiqa  to  it,  and  the  •  nstet  earelal  persons'  were '  ^tp* 
pointed  to  take  it  in  obargew  The  aaow  wss  twi9  feel'  deepr 
and  the  ground  mueh  brcdcen,  whieb  retidered  the  toSHrti'ta^ 
Iremely  painful.  The  whole  party  oomplained  more'of  ftiitit^ 
ness  and  weakness  than  ihey  had  erer  done  before ;  'their 
strength  seemed  to  have  been  impaired  by  the  recent  supply 
of  animal  food.  In  the  afternoon  thenrinld  abated ,'  and' the 
snow  ceased ;  cheered  with  the  change;  they  pr6eeeded  for* 
ward  at  a  quicker  pace,  and  enean^ped  at  six  in  the  after^ 
noon,  having  come  eleven  miles.  Sapper  consumed  the  last 
of  the  meat*  - ' 

On  the  13th  they  came  to  the  homers  of-  a  large  lake: 
They  coasted  along  it  to  the  westward  in  hopes  of  finding  a 
crossing  plac^  and  after  a  journey  of  only  six  miles -encamped 
for  the  evening.  They  had  only  a  single  partridge,  upon 
which  and  tripe  de  roche  the  party  supped.  Thhi  evening 
they  were  extremely  distressed,  at  discovering  that  their 
companions  had  thrown  away  three  of  the  fishing-inets,  and 
burnt  the  floats.  Being  thus  deprived  of  their  principal  re^ 
source,  that  of  fishingi  and  the  men  evidently  getting  weaker 
every  day,  it  became  aecessary  to  lighten  their  burdens  of 
everything  except  ammunitiont  clothing,  and  the  instromesti 
that  were  required  to  find  their  Way.  Captain  Franklin^ 
theraforey  issued  directiona  to  deposit  at  this  eaeampikient 
the  dippfaig  »ee|lley  aaittwrth  eompaBS!»  rtiagnet/  a4arge  tkeT* 
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V  iflNl  mfiwlK^tbiy  lmvi%  tort  Mi  iff  AM*  wnIi 
yilMt  tft  wwi  raqvirtd  to  tvork  ibe  olMerTiliMtt  for  Wftadlft 

Onlli«14tti  Cfedit  baviag  Uttea  two  deer,  they  bidted 
tod  prepared  breekfaal.    After  tbi%  bemgeeleeted»piiee 
wbere  ibe  carreni  wae  moat  eeM^otb,  tbe  aeaoe  weepleeedbi 
tbe  water,  aad  St  Germeiiii  Solomoa  Beleiiger,  aad  <Jap* 
lein  Franklio,  embarked  in  order  io  croee.  They  wont  fftom 
tbe  ebore  Tery  welly  bol  in  mid-cbaa«el  tbe  eaooe  beeame  dMB* 
oult  to  manage  vnder  bet  burden  aa  tbe  breese  waa  ftoab. 
Tbe  ourreot  droi e  tbem  to  tbe  edge  of  a  rapM,  wbeo-Be« 
longer  unluckily  applied  bie  paddle  Io  avert  Ibe  appaffoaidaB* 
ger  of  being  fcMTced  down  it^  and  loot  hie  balanoe.  ■  TbaoA* 
fioe  was  oreraet  in  consequence  in  Ibe  aiiddle  of  the  rapid. 
Jbey  fiirtonately  kept  bold  of  ii^  imlil  tbey  tewobeda  eock 
wbere  tbe  water  did  not  reaoh  bigfaer  tban  ibeir  waista ;  heea 
Ibey  kept  footiog»  notwithstanding  the  strength  of  the  am* 
rent,  until  tbe  water  was  emptied  out  of  tbe  canoe*    Bebn<* 
ger  then  held  the  canoe  steady  whilst  St  Germain  pkood 
Captain  Franklia  ia  it^  and  afterwards  embarked  binmetfin 
a  rery  dextroua  monner.    It  was  impossible,  bowot erv  to 
embark  Belanger,  as  tbe  canoe  would  bare  been  hurried 
down  the  rapid,  the  moment  be  should  bare  raised  bia  loot 
from  tbe  rock  on  which  be  stood*    Tbey  were,  tbereCovey 
compelled  to  leave  bim  in  bis  perilous  situation*  Tbey^iad 
not  gone  twenty  yards  before  tbe  canoe,  striking  on  a  sunken 
rock,  went  down*  The  place  being  shallow,  they  were  again 
enabled  to  empty  it,  and  the  third  attempt  brongbt  tbem  Io 
the  shore.    In  the  mean  time  Belanger  was  aufieringnz* 
tremely,  immersed  to  his  middle  in  tbe  centre  of  a  nspid, 
tbe  temperature  of  which  waa  rery  little  above  the  fresaang 
point,  and  tbe  upper  part  of  bis  body  covered  with  wet 
clothes,  exposed  in  a  temperature  not  much  aboveiercv  to 
a  strong  breese*    He  called  pitoously  for  relse^  and  St* 
Germain  on  his  retnrn  endeavoured  to  embark. him,  but  in 
vaiau    Tbe  canoo  waahurrie4dowg|berapU^andwh«ilM 
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erU9ii«;Mil  Adam AUaaipUd -lo #nbAri(  iktoog^bailMiid 
it  was  impossible.  An  attempt  was  next  msde^eHyarry^iSilt 
iQ  hm  »iline^  jnade  of  Abe  slingaof  tbe  JDen*s>4eads,  *Tbis 
|||iQ.fi|iled»  the  .  curnHit  .aqtiog'  so  stronglf  apea  it^  as/ilo 
pfefeal  tlM  oanoe.from  steeriag^  aed  it  was  AaaUy  ^rokao 
efid.  cftfriod  d^wB  the.  stream*  Ailengtb^  when  BebageHs 
iMfiPgUk  I  seeflMfd  almost  axbaasledy  the  oanoe^rsaehed'him 
Witb  aj.smsll  cord  beloagiog  to  one  of  the  nets,  and  Iw  was 
d«a^ed'.perfeotly  senseless  tbrougb  tbe  rapid;:  .By  the^^di* 
BijQUoo  of  Dr*>  Ricbardson,  be  was  instaady  stfipped»'andlb« 
ing^  rolled  up  in  blankettti  two  men  uadressed  theidselves  add 
went:  to  bed  witb  him ;  hntrit  was  some  hours  before  lf«M)04 
lered  his  warmth  and  sensations.  As  soon  as  Belsngefwae 
placed  in  bia bed,  the offieers sent  over  some  UanketSi'hhd 
a  person  to  make  a  fire.  Augustas  brought  the  eanoe  over, 
and  in.returalng  be  was  obliged  to  deseend  both  the  h 
before  he  could  get  across  tbe  stream ;  which  hassrdous 
Tioe  he  performed  with  the  greatest  coolness  and  jodgtaeat% 
By  this  accident  Csptatn  Franklin  had  the  misfortune  to 
loae.his  port-folio,  containing  bis  journal  from  Fort  Bnter^ 
prise,  together  with  all  the  astronomical  and  meteorological 
observations  made  during  the  descent  of  the  Copper-mine 
River,  and  along  tbe  sea-coast. 

On  tbe  15tb,>  the  rest* of  the  party  were  brought  aefoss, 
and  Belanger  was  so  much  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  proceed, 
but-they  could  not  set  but  until  noon,  as  the  nrien  had  to  pre^ 
pare  substitutes  for  the  slings  which  were  lost.  Soon  after 
leaving  the  encampment  they  discerned  ^  herd  of  Ae^r^  and 
after  a  long  ^hase  a  fine  male  w&s  killed  by  Perrault.  The 
party  were  now  In  gobd'ij^lrtts'kt  the  recolleceion  of  having 
croesed  the  rapid,  'ritM  %Mn^  in  possession  of  pfovtsira  tot 
the  next  day.  Besides  which,  they  took  the  precaiitloa  to 
bring  away  the  skin  of  the  deer  to  eat  when  the  meat  should 

Oft'tbalith^^lho^paity  agate  MmnfeaoM  their  )our^  at 
P.  V.  22.  T  T  T 
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MTea  o*«toQk  li  the  moraiiif  •  After  ktviof  tn?elM  fbr  « 
few  biMirt  they  ^Bine  to  a  tp«t  wliere  Ibey  obverved  braB^es 
•r  willowi  Titibie  abof  e  (be  aaow,  aod  they  baited  for  fine 
purpose  of  prof  iding  oome  ref  reahmeiit.  At  tbey  prooeeded 
they  found  tbo  oouatry  extremely  ragged,  aad  tbeir  toil  In 
atfoending  and  deeoending  ifae  diflRsrent  ravinee  ^th  ^bieh 
the  ooootry  was  inferaeoted  was  great  and  very  iatlgaiiig. 
Tbey  net  witb  aone  deer  traeks^  and  also  marks  wUeb  had 
been  placed  by  Indians  as  direction  points.  On  the  I7th 
tbey  saw  some  deer,  and  found  the  track  of  a  large  herd 
which  the  hunters  said  bad  passed  the  day  before ;  uafortu- 
aately  however  tbey  failed  in  killing  either  the  deer  tbey 
saw,  or  of  overtaking  the  herd  whose  foot-steps  they  had 
traced.  Tbey  were  therefore  ooflspelled  to  put  up  with  a 
foanty  meal  upon  some  pieces  of  a  singed  Wde,  and  some 
tripe  de  roebe. 

On  the  19th  tbey  came  to  another  track  of  the  rein-deer, 
who  had  passed  in  such  numbers  as  to  product  a  beaten  road^ 
which  tbey  followed  for  a  shoK  time,  until  it  deviated  from 
the  course  to  Slave  Lake  so  much  as  to  render  it  necesary 
to  quit  it  Tbey  crossed  several  small  lakes,  which  were 
now  so  frozen  as  to  be  oapable  of  being  crossed  without  Ae 
least  basard.  Their  repast  this  evening  consisted  only  of 
the  tripe  de  rocbe  which  they  had  gathered  during  tbeir  pro* 
gress.  A  great  fall  of  snow  took  place  this  evening,  and  the 
whole  party  were  become  extremely  faint,  so  tiiat  on  the  fal- 
lowing day  it  was  with  difficulty  that  they  got  forwards  on 
their  way.  Notwithstanding  all  their  difficulties,  however, 
they  proceeded  about  ten  miles  on  thehr  journey.  They  were 
obliged  to  gather  Iceland  mosstbb  evening  for  their  suppefSp 
not  having  met  with  any  tripe  de  roche  during  the  iriiole  of 
the  day.  It  was  however  a  substitute  so  unpleasant  aad  bit* 
ter,  that  most  of  the  party  partook  of  but  a  very  small  por* 
tion. 

The  severity  of  the  weather  was  now  so  piercing  that  k  ii 
wonderful  how  tbey  were  enabled  to  esdura  it»     At -the 
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tbair  firwtA  Aom$,  Urn  siiffiokBt  Jm  moU  k»«Mibd^«d  4itjf 
INMi  wwB  put  o&f  Mth  ptMM  thflft  wmlfii tM>  n^tkm irf  th> 
diily  otranqDeeiy  ud  eieauif  f$Qf%WB  «en  reaA;  oir  mm 
90 flopporims prapaiad it  ww  tatf%  gmicraUy  hi.iMnhii^ 
ud  tticy -weoi  to  bed^  and  k«pt  iip  »  oeovciMtiim  wrift  thiir 
Uaoketv  wooe  tluiwed  by  Mm  heftiof  tbtk  bodiet*  OA«iyqr 
Bigtetlwydi4Boi6¥eB  goti>  bedivdry  dolboi^  fv  whill 
tb»  Ami  wm  umu  Aoeat  to  dry  tkrir  aboM,  thei  wa«ld  not  ¥W* 
iuro  to  piiH  tbtm  c4^  left  tbay  Bboald  fraaaa  aa  bard  aa  taJw 
nail  to  put  on  IB  ttie  mondng,  aad|  thttefaiai.  iaaanvanianl 
to  oanry* 

By  the  SMb,  traveUiBg  baaanie  aolahoriona  that  tbo  pacty 
proMedad  with  great  dMfciitty.  Mr.  Baod^  who  had  Ut^^ 
fillowed  the  leadkig  man  to  direoi  Ua  in.  tbalkMLof  iuumIi 
which  wea  to  be  pnreued,  beeame  so  week  that  ba  oonld  BO 
longer  sustain  bis  post,  and  Dr.  Riebardsoo  was  obliged  to 
oeeiipy  it.  By  ealculatiou  they  were  so  near  to  Poinl  loha 
thai  they  expected  to  be  within  ? iew  of  it  this  eYening }  and 
this  te  inspirited  the  men  that  ibey  proceeded  on  qniaUy.  Afr 
ter  all  their  eflforts  however  they  were  disappointed  af  seo* 
ing  it ;  and  this,  with  a  qmring  supply  of  tripe  da  lochs^  «a 
excited  their  murnuura  that  they  threatened  to  giYe  np  all 
further  efforta  and  to  quit  the  party;  and  this  it  is  not  fas- 
probable  would  haTe  been  the  case  if  they  had  not  been  qq%- 
▼iooed  that  the  captain  had  the  means  of  trachig  tho  direoi 
road,  which  they  themseWea  did  not  possess. 

.On  tho  21st  they  again  set  forward,  although  the  lyien 
were  nuieh  dispirited  and  very  weak*  By  taUog  BB  ojbeeiH 
sation  Captain  Franklin  fonnd  tbi^  Wisra  six  onileMBQ  WM/I^ 
iacUnedto  tbesouthward  of  that  pert  itflViBtI#kalo.whieh 
they  had  puj|Mised  io  journejKi  aoAaeeeffdiagly  ttiBy  altaiBd 
tbmr  course,  and  fired  some  muskota  to  givo  the  bBBteraap 
iotimation  of  the  change  of  tbmr  route.  Some  tripe  do  rod^ 
and  two  partridges  whioh  ibey  bad  kiUad,  wei»  b^  mlfUk 
tbay  wereaUf4a|iroeuaa4biBdfiy.    T^  error.  wbi^lOfl^ 
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uia  FraakltD  bad  CAllen  into  in  calculating  tbeir  journey  to 
Point  Lakie  now  excited  increasing  fears  in  the  Canadians^ 
as  they  supposed  they  had  lost  their  way  and  were  returning 
back  again.  On  the  two  following  days  their  progress  was 
extremely  slow,  and  they  were  arrested  in  their  journey  by 
a  Inrge  lake,  along  the  banks  of  which  they  were  compelled 
tp  walk  for  a  considerable  distance.  Joseph  Peltier,  one  of 
the  Canadian  voyagers,  who  carried  the  canoe,  baying  fallen 
several  times,  by  which  the  canoe  was  greatly  injured,  at  last 
refused  to  carry  it,  and  it  was  given  to  Registe  Vaillaut,  ano* 
ther  of  the  Canadians,  who  managed  to  carry  it  with  greater 
ease  to  himself,  and  they  made  for  a  time  considerable  speed* 
Captain  Franklin  and  Dr.  Richardson,  not  going  forwards 
with  the  party,  but  following  afterwards,  accidentally  passed 
tbem  ;  and  not  finding  a  track  to  guide  them,  returned  and 
discovered  their  companions  among  some  willows,  where 
they  had  found  some  pieces  of  skin  and  bones  of  a  deer,  on 
which,  added  to  some  old  shoes,  they  were  making  a  meaL 
They  found  Peltier  and  Vaillantalso  here,  who  said  that  the 
canoe  was  so  broken  by  another  fall  as  to  be  perfectly  use* 
less,  and  that  they  had  left  it  behind.  The  anguish  this  in- 
telligence occaHioned  may  be  conceived,  but  cannot  be  de^ 
scribed.  Impressed,  however,  with  the  necessity  of  taking 
it  forw&rd,  even  in  the  state  these  men  represented  it  to  be. 
Captain  Franklin  urgently  desired  them  to  fetch  it;  but 
they  declined  croing,  and  the  strength  of  the  officers  was  in- 
adequate to  the  task.  To  their  infatuated  obstinacy  on  this 
occasion,  a  great  portion  of  the  memncholy  circumstances 
which  attended  their  subsequent  progress  may,  perhaps,  be 
attributed.  1'he  men  now  seemed  to  have  lost  all  hope  of 
being  preserved  ;  and  all  the  arguments  that  could  be  used 
failed  in  stimulating  them  to  the  least  exertion.  After  con- 
suming the  remains  of  the  bones  and  horns  of  the  deer,  they 
resumed  their  march,  and  in  the  evening  reached  a  con- 
tracted part  of  the  lake,  which  they  forded,  and  encamped 
on  the  opposite  side.    Heavy  rain  began  toon  afterwards 


TO   THB  POLAE  SBA.  500 

and  contfnued  all  night  On  the  followiig^tiAnitt^t'dif^rMli 
bad  ao  wasted  the  snow,  that  the  tracks  of  Mr. 'Btiekynflbl^ 
compaTitonS)  who  had  gone  before  irlth  ihe  fiitnters,  'I«^i4 
traeed  with  difficulty ;  and  the  frequent  ahoivera  during  Hbii 
day  almoat  obliterated  them.  The  menbeoaitte  fiiribuii  'itt 
the  apprehension  of  being  deserted  by  the  hunters,  and  %6fA4 
of  the  strongest  throwing  dowii  their  bundles,  prepared  'W 
set  out  after  theiaii  intending  to  leave  the  more' weak^  to  fol^' 
low  as  they  could.  The  entreaties  and  threnta  of  the  ofRcera; 
howeTer,  prevented  their  executiiig'this  mad  scheme;  bill 
not  btfore  Solomon  Belanger  was  dispatched  with  orderslWr 
Mr.  Back  to  halt.  Soon  afterwards  they  OTcrtook  Mr.'BacK; 
who  had  been' diBtaiued  inconsequence  ofUts  coitopanlsliW 
baiting  followed  some  recent  tracks  of  deer.  After  hAldn|f 
an  hour,  during  which  they  refreshed  themselves  with  estinry 
their  old  shoes,  andafeii  scraps  of  leather,  they  sfet  forwiird 
in  the  hope  of  ascertaining  whether  an  adjoining  piec^  of  wi^ 
ter  was  the  Copper-mine  River  or  not^  but  were  soon  cow^ 
polled  to  return  and  encamp,  for  fear  of  a  separation  of  thb 
party  as  they  could  not  see  each  other  at  ten  yards*  distaht^^i 
The  fog  diminishing  towards  evening,  Augustus  was  sent  to 
examine  the  water,  but  having  lost  his  way  he  did  not 
reach  the  tents  before  midnight,  when  he  brought  the  inform 
mation  of  its  being  a  lake.  They  supped  upon  tripe  de  roche, 
and  enjoyed  a  comfortable  fire,  having  found  some  pines; 
seven  or  eight  feet  high,  in  a  valley  near  the  encampment; 
The  next  morning,  they  killed  five  small  deer  outof  aherd| 
which  came  in  sight  as  they  were  on  the  point  of  starting. 
This  unexpected  supply  re-animated  the  drooping  spirits  of 
the  men,  and  filled  every  heartf  with  gratitude.  They  eo 
earnestly  and  strongi}  pleadM  their  recent  suflferingSy  and 
their  conviction  that  the  quiet  enjoy  meat -of  two  substantial 
meals,  after  eight  days*  fasting,  would  enable  theaa  to  pifi<^ 
ceed  next  day  more  vigorously,  that  their  entreaties  oouid 
not  be  resisted.  The  flesh,  the  skins;  and  even  the  oonteiilB 
of  the  stbaiafclM  of  the  deer  w<fr#  equally -"tlistriktittod  amoiig 
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tkft  fW^  JbfMr.  Hood,  who  \md  TolontMMd,  •#  JM  #ifi^ 
piHiire  (at  Mr.  Wootsd,  to  perfbrm  tho  duty  of  hmda^  Om 
prof  i»ioo»  Tbk  iot idiouo  task  ho  had  all  -along  perfoMoJ 
wi4b  groat  inpartialitj,  bat  aeldom  withoal  produolog  oottd 
gruflibUag  amoBg  the  Canadians ;  and,  cm  Ao  preodnt  oo* 
oasion^  tho  honiert  were  displeasod  that  the  hoada  aodpMMT 
other  parte,  had  not  been  added  to  their  portiona.  It  ii  prow 
per  to  remark,  that  Mr.  Hood  always  took  tho  smallest  per* 
lioo  for  his  own  mess,  bat  this  weighed  little  with  these  men, 
so  long  an  thdr  own  appetites  remained  unsatisSed,  They 
attsaffered  mncb  inoonvenienoe  from  eating  animal  feed  after 
their  long  abstinence,  bat  particularly  those  men  who  hi* 
dnlged  themselTes  beyond  moderation.  The  Canadians, 
with  their  nsual  thoughtlessness,  eonsumed  aboto  a  tUrd  of 
their  portion  of  meat  that  erreaing. 

On  tho  26th  they  arrived  at  the  Cepper«*mino  Rifer.  It 
Mowed  to  the  nortliward,  and  after  winding  about  fire  mflei^ 
terminated  in  Point  Lake.  Its  current  was  swift,  and  theiu 
were  two  rapids  in  this  part  of  its  course,  wlncb  in  a  canon 
oottid  haTo  been  crossed  with  ease  and  safety.  These  rapids, 
as  wdl  as  erery  other  part  of  the  river,  were  carefully  eza* 
mined  in  search  of  a  ford  ;  but  finding  none,  the  expedtent 
ooeurred  of  atteaopting  to  cross  on  a  raft  made  of  the  wit* 
lows  which  were  growing  there,  or  in  a  vessel  framed  with 
willows,  and  covered  with  the  canvass  of  the  tents  ;  but  both 
these  schemes  were  abandoned,  through  the  obstinacy  of  the 
interpreters  and  the  most  experienced  voyagers,  who  de- 
clared that  they  would  prove  inadequate  to  the  conTcyance  of 
tho  party,  and  that  much  time  would  be  lost  in  the  attempt. 
The  men,  in  fact,  did  not  believe  that  this  was  the  Copper- 
mine River,  and  ao  much  had  they  bewildered  themsdves  on 
the  march,  that  some  ot  them  asserted  it  was  Hood*s  River, 
and  others  that  it  waa  the  Bethe*  tessy,  (a  rirer  which  rises 
from  a  lake  to  the  northward  of  Rum  Lake,  and  holds  a 
eonrse  lo  the  sea  parallel  with  that  of  the  Copper-mine.)  In 
abort,  their  despondency   had  returned,  and  they  all  d«- 
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of  ihe  oOiMrs  IImA  Iktjr  w«r»ntiAUgrW4he*nte 
•f  ihoOopperiiBmtt  Aircr^  Md  Ihai  the  dkUnoe  l»  Vtrt 
EatarprtMdid  BotezoMd  fattf  miim,  mmif\  tHMii 
wpoB  UiMB»  ^hieii  WM  moresMdupoa  ihoirAidkig 
iNMr-hMvy  pkMitoy  mhiok  «»  mparted  lif  lk«  ImUmm  noite 
gv^w  to  Ike  aailword  of  Iho  river.  Tliqr  A— ^^deti*— >a  tlioir 
iUtty  mA  kopaiieiioe  in  bffoftkiif  IIm  0RttM»  iMMftgioUof  ofi^ 
nwm  IhiA  htd  it  boI  boeo  m  ootpletaly  diBBuMtbad  ob  Urn 
aSdy it  naif htbaYO  Jmmi  ttfkti  •ntbtmUkfiimtdmUmfrnt^ 
oior.  Pollior  isd  VaillMt  weie  osMBMwd  ob  io  jtB^  iMB^ 
irilb  IbB  intoBilen  «f Modinf  for  it ;  but  HMyipMnittod  is  Ih* 
declaratiooy  that  it  was  in  a  totally/  BBaemioBiibla  <iiBditi4dL 
fife  Qeraiai|i  baiBg  caUad  upoo  to  BBdeavoDrteBOBitnittB 
Omm>0  frame  of  willowa,  stated  tiMit  ho  waouaahla  to  miUi 
BBe  aofficaiently  large.  It  beoame  neoeasaiy,  Ihoroibra^  to 
Mirob  for  pines  of  amffioieat  aise  to  form  a  raft  ;  and  being 
aware  tbat  sacb  trees  grow  on  the  borders  ef  FolBt  Lake^ 
Omj  oonssdered  it  best  to  trace  its  shores  la  soBtoh  of  tbem ; 
and,  therefore,  resamed  their ararob,  earefullf  lookfog  fore. 
fordaUe  party  and  eneamped  at  the  east  end  of  Point  LsIeo. 
As  there  was  little  danger  of  losing  the  path  ef  the  hnnteiB 
wbilsttbey eoBSted  on  the  4iores  of  tbis  lake»  Captain  Frank* 
Jin  detemuaed  on  again  sending  Mr.  Back  forward,  with  the 
interpretera  to  hunt  In  tbia  arraBfes(ient»  be  bad  Ae  Ass 
ther  olgeet  of  enabling  Mr.  Baok  to  get  aeroes  tte  lake  wHh 
two  of  iha  men,  to  oobto j  the  earUeat  possible  ittcoiuit  W 
their  situation  to  the  Indians.  Ha  instrueted  biHi  to  halt  Mt 
ibe  first  pinea  he  sbonld  oomo  to»  and  than  prepare  a  tmfr ; 
and  if  bisbunters  bad  killed  nay  animals^  he  was  to  oromi-iitl» 
asedialriy  with  fit.  GermsiB  «od  Beauparlaol,  and  asBd  Oe 
JlfidioBB  as  quickly  jis  possible  with  SBppliea  -of  meal. 

Mx.  Saok  Bad  hie  j)afty  aet  out  at«ite  iw  tbe  akemiflg^  asid 
Captaio  lt*<raaktfn  started  «t  oe^oB.    JkM  the  OBOwhadoi^ 
tir^f  4iaa[pf|Ofiod>  lutfi  there  WM  bo  bmum  ef  dtatingBiab 
ing  tbef^te^i^  of;,s^r9|Sleni|  KkI»TI»  Pt#ti>oidiffa  ^.jU 
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thafiiVtf  >t*  liMpt^f ether;'  and  detifisd  tbe  tw»  SeqaioiMx 
BOt  U>  leave  them,  they  bAviiig  often  strayed  io  eearebJef the  ^ 
remains  of  aoimala.    The  people,  however,  t^tigk  da* 
spondenoyy  had  beeome  careieea  aad  ditobe<Uent^  andihAd 
oeaesd.to  dread  punishaaent,  or  hope  for  reward. '^Mmdi: 
tiroe  was  lost  in  haltinf  and  ftrhf  guns  to  eulleot  them|ibttlf  ^ 
tbe  labour  of  walking  waa  so  much  lightened  by  Che  diaapl » 
pearance  of  the  snow,  that  they  advanced  aeven  4Mr  eight  aiSeii ' 
along  the  lake  bdbre  noon,  exclusive  of  the  lees.of  distano*) 
in  rounding  ita  numerous  bays.    At  length  they  caaMtoMiJ 
arm,  runniag  away  to  the  north^east^  and  apparently  0094.' 
aected  with  the  lake  which  they  had  coasted  oa  the  SB^uif 
aSrd,  and  24th  of  tlie. month*  •     •!^v. 

The  idea  of  ag^n  rounding  soch  an  extensive  pleeacf  wa^ 
tor  and  travelling  over  so  barren  a  country  was  dseadfdl,  and 
tbey  feared  tlist.  other  arms,  equally  large,  .might  ^obetmot 
their  path,  and  that  the  strength  of  tbeparty  would/entirely 
f^If  long  b^f^re  they  could  reach  the  only  past  where  4hef 
were  certain  of  6odiog  wood.  While  they  halted  to  consjdat 
of  this  subject,  and  to  collect  the  party,  the  oarcase  ci  a  4m^ 
vi[as  discovered  in  the  cleft  uf  a  rock  into  which  it  bad.  fallePL 
ifi  tbe  spring.  It  was  putrid,  but  little  less  acceptable  to 
tbem  on  that  account ;  and  a  fire  being  kindled,  a.large  por- 
tion was  devoured  on  tbe  spot.  The  men,  cheered  byrithis 
unlooked-for  supply,  became  sanguine,  io  the  hope;  of  )>ein( 
able  to  cross  tbe  stream  on  a  raft  of  willows,  although  tb^ 
bad  before  declared  such  a  project  impracticable,  and  th^y 
unanimously  desired  to  return  back  to  the  rapid,  a-  request 
which  was  acceded  to.  Credit  and  Junius,  howeyer|r  weff 
missing,  and  it  was  also  necessary  to  send  notice  of  tbsir  iiH 
teotion  to  Mr.  Back  and  bis  party. .  Augustus  b^9g  jjNrev 
mised  a  reward,  undertook  tbe  task,  and  it  was. agreed  to 
wait  for  him  at  the  rapid.  It  waa  supposed  he  could  not  fail 
•meeting  with  the  two  stragglers  on  bis  way  to  or  from.Mjti 
Back,  as  it  wss  likely  they  would  keep  on  tbe  borders  of  tb^ 


ri 
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Am  tlie4ii|^  4bey  beard  the  report  of  Ciedk'g  f  qb  io  |i»'i« 
■wer  ioioigDfilifliutimj^'^iid  he  njaioedtbem  in  (be  ntorn*. 
iBgi  bttt  they  got  do  intelligence  of  Junliit. 

Eight  deer  weresetn  by  Michel  and  Gredili  l^ho  Mtereif 
bdHiM  the  reel  of  the  paKy,  but  they  couM  not  appreaeb 
them.    A  great  many  ahota  were  fired  by  theaein-  thereat 
atfariridgeay  bat  tbey  misfled^  or  at  l^lMt  did  not  ebodse-ttf 
add=  what  Ihey^  killed  to  the  coainioii<atook.    It  waa  aubae^ 
qnently  learned  that  the  himtera  ofleweeereted  ttie  pvtridgeii 
they  sbot^-and  ate  them  unknown 'to*  the  ofieera*  *  Sone 
tripe  de  roche  was ^ collected,  which  they  boiled  Uf  eupperi" 
with  the  nnoiety  of  the  tonainder'Of  tbe-deer^a-nieat.     The 
men  commenced  cutting  willows  fer'theeoaatriletloii'of  aMfl 
te  convey  themaeroea  the  riTer*?  Aaeit  eaeitement  to  exer- 
tion, Captain  Franklin  promiaed  a  reward  of  three  htlndreil 
litres  1o  the  first  person  who  should  convey  a  linie  acVoss  tbtf 
rlrer,  by  which  the  raft  could  be  managed  in  transporting 
the  party.     Several  attempts  were  made  by  Belanger  aiMl 
Benoit,  the  strongest  men  of  the  party^  to  convey  the  raft 
across  the  stream,  but  they  failed  for  want  of  oara.     A  pole 
constructed  by  tying  the  tent  poles  together,  was  too  short 
to  reach  the  bottom  at  a  short  distance  from  the  shore ;  and 
a  paddle  which  had  been  carried  from  the  sea-^coast  by  Dr. 
Richardson^  did  not  possess  sufiicient  power  to  move  the  rafit 
tnf  opposition  to  a  atrong  breeze,  which  blew  from  the  other 
aidk     All  the  men  suffered  eittremely' from  the  coldness  of 
the  wdtei*,  in  iVbicb  they  were  necessarily  immersed  up  to 
the  waist,'  in  their  endeavours  to  aid  Belanger  and  Benoi t ;  and 
having  Witnessed  repeated  failures,  -they  began  to  consider 
the   schemis  as  hopeless.      At  this  time  Dr.  Richardson^ 
p#t>mpted  b^  a  dhshre  of  relieving  his  suflering*^  companions^ 
proposed  to  awiiii  across  the  stream  with  a  line^  and  to  haul 
the  raft  oacr.  Helaimclled  into  the  stream  with  k  Kee  rouritt 
hb-middle,-  hut<when  be  had  got  a  4hoii  dislahie  from  the 
bank,  his  arms  became  benumbed,  and|  iUe  lost  the  power 
of  moving  them ;  still  he  persevered,  and  turning  on  bis  baeky 
P.  V.  22.  U  D  u 
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had  nearly  gained  the  oppoaiie  baek,  nhea  Ua  lege  tlao  be- 
came powerleas,  and  he  sank.  They  iaeUditly  healed  apoe 
tlie  line  and  he  came  on  the  aurfacei  aed  waa  f^fradually  drawn 
a«bore  in  an  almoat  lifekaa  aUte.  Beiag  relied  up  is  >hlnn- 
keU,  he  waa  placed  before  a  good  fire  of  willows,  and  for- 
tunately waa  juat  able  to  apeak  auiBciently  to  gt?e  aooie  alight 
direotiona  respecting  the  manner  of  treating  bin*  Heieco- 
Tered  atrength  gradually,  and.  through  the  bleaaiug  of  (3od 
waa  enabled  in  the  course  of  a  few  houra  to  conTerae,  and 
by  tbe  evening  waa  sufficiently  recoTered  to  remof e  into  the 
tent.  They  then  regrette«l  to  learn,  that  the  akin  of  his 
whole  left  aide  was  deprived  of  feeling,  in  conseqneaoe  of 
txpoeore  to  too  great  heat.  He  did  not  perfectly  recorer 
the  sensation  of  that  side  until  the  following  auminer.  It 
eanfiot  be  deecribed  what  every  one  felt  at  bebo|ding  tbe 
skeleton  which  Dr.  Richardaon's  debUitated  frame  nhibited. 
Tn  the  evening  Augustus  came  in.  He  bad  walked  a  day 
and  a  half  beyond  the  place  from  whence  they  bad  turned 
back,  but  had  neither  seen  Junius  nor  Mr.  Back-  Of  the 
former  be  bad  seen  no  traces,  but  he  had  followed  the  tracka 
of  Mr.  Back's  party  for  a  considerable  diatance,  until  the 
hardoesa  of  the  ground  rendered  them  imperceptible.  Ju^ 
nius  was  well  equipped  with  ammunition,  blankets,  knives, 
a  kettle,  and  other  necessaries  y  and  it  was  the  opinion  off 
A,ttgu8tU8  that  when  be  (bund  be  could  not  rejoin  the  party, 
he  would  endeavour  to  gain  tbe  wooda  on  the  west  end  at 
Point  Lake,  and  follow  the  river  until  he  fell  in  with  the  Ea* 
qutmaux,  who  frequent  ita  mouth.  Credit,  on  a  bunting 
excursion,  found  a  cap,  which  was  recognised  to  belong  ik 
one  of  the  hunters  who  had  left  them  in  the  spring.  This 
circumstance  produced  the  conviction  of  their  being"  fn  thf 
banks  of  the  Copper-mine  River,  which  all  the  exertioi)aof 
Jie  officers  had  hitherto  failed  in  effiscting  with  aome  of  tbe 
party ;  and  it  had  the  happy  conaequence  of  reviving  Ibebr 
spirits  considerably. 


—        ^C 
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In  the  et aUng,  after  supping  on  none  tri^  t^.  «bfi)|i!^  j^^ 
firtbrtd  to  tleep.  On  tbe  1st  of  Qctobsr^  fjbtj  tm4  )im  fjff 
tMhdthMi  of  sseiog  Mr.  Back  retsiiu  He  ^  M  Vlirs^M|e4 
nlisrly  twenty 'oiles  beyond  the  psrty  Moompanying  Gspt^ 
iVanklin ;  mod  fearing  that  the  lake  extended  y  e(  mMq  iqi1|9s 
iartlier^  be  tbougbt  k  moift  pradent  to  return.  One ^ of  li|e 
bnnters  this  eTtmingbfooght  in  somebooes  and  antleni  9^0 
deer.    Tbe  ^meat  bad  been  enlireiy  pieked  eV;  bet  tbjB  mar- 

■■■■•  .«  -.'^j*' 

row/  aUhoagb  it  was  now  become  putrid,  was  gladly  epitm^ 
aitodgh  it  was  aerid,  and  tbe  benes  being  boriit, 
JU^ided  aSDong  the  party,  iand  eatpn  by  them.. 
'  iTbejr  oew'oecupied  ibete  thae  hi  inakiii]|'  ai|oMie|  raft 
tQ  eoBfe^  diein  bei^s  tie  liike,  te  dflbst  wbfdi  a'qoastiif^^ 
wMlows  ware  gathered,  with  wbicli/aiid  some  caeVasSi  09^• 
main  undertook  to  form  a  vassel  far  Ihat  purpose.  Many  ft 
Aiem  were  now  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  weakness.  A  gaeai 
quantity  of  snow  bad  fatten  during  tbe  Sd  and  8d^  and  th^r 
suftriagsled  sereral  to  give  up  all  hopes  of  being  aUete  ire* 
turn.  Mr.  Hood  and  Dr.  Kicbardeon  presented  to  the  ey^ 
tfie  appearance  of  sketetons,  as  indeed  did  mast  of  the  party. 
The  former  was  afflicted  wilh  so  setera  a  eon  plaint  in  his 
bowels  firood  eating  the  tripe  de  roehe,  that  he  aould  no  feur 
get  partake  of  what  was  dressed,  aiid  at  this  JunoturSi  when 
out  of  consideration  for  his  aufiWiags  a  partridge  was  m-* 
serf  eit  for  hirtr,  it  was  stolen  by  some  of  the  men.  The  pahm 
iHioBa  8{Hrits  were  least  depressed  was  the  eeaman  Hapbar^fy 
wtfd  appearfed  to  rely  wHh  unabated  eonfideaiee  on  the  di^rino 
pi^oteetlon,  and  neter  relinquished  his  effbrts  to  prooniie  sof^« 
kananca,  nor  Us  endesTonrs'  to  assist  tbe  weak  and  depraaseSL 
"On  the  4th  of  October,  St.  Germain  haring  oan^eted 
the  eanoa  whiob  was  to  oaWrey  them  across  the' water^  em^ 
bafked  In  It  Minsalf  and  reachad  the  opposlta  abere  to  adfis^* 
It  wils  then  brought  back  and  othars'eaare'jfed  oTsir  aostil  pit 
wbM^'party  had  crossed  In  tfafetyvalUleugli  seiNmlof  UmB 
were  scTerely  wet  by  its  admittiaga  oonslderabl^  quantity  ^ 
water    As  soon  an  they  hod  recoTered  from  the  fbtigoe  of 
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eroMngf,  Ctptain  Franklin  requested  Mr.  Back  to  (Hvoeed 
forwards,  tiiking^  with  him  Pierre  St.  Germain,  SolomoD 
Beianger,  and  Gabriel  Betuparlant.  He  was  to  aearoh  fiar 
the  Indians  iai)d  to  proceed  to  Fort  Bnterpriae;  at>irbtck 
fdabe,  if  they  met  with  no  succour  before*  tboy  had. not.  ^a. 
daobt  bnt  their  necessities  would  be  supplied,  and  whtcc 
safficient  intelligence  would  be  left  by  Mr*  Weotael^  as  bad 
been  agreed  on  their  parting,  to  direct  them  to  diflfetent  -d^ 
pots  of  provisions. 

The  spirits  of  the  whole  party  again  revived,  and  tbeCm^ 
nadian  royagers  now  expressed  their  confidence  that  they 
should  8^on  arrive  at  Fort  Enterprise,  where  they  expected 
all  their  trials  would  have  an  end.  They  had  bowevor  to  en* 
diire  the  want  of  even  a  little  tripe  de  rocbe,  and  Iarg«  quan* 
tities  of  snow  fell  during  the  night. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  they  did  not  proceed  until  eight 
o*clock,  as  the  frozen  state  of  their  clothes  caused  them  to  ra- 
main  round  the  fire  they  bad  kindled.  After  proceeding  about 
wo  boors,  they  found  some  tripe  de  roche,  on  which  tbey 
M'eakfasted.  They  afterwards  continued  their  journey  until 
the  evening)  when  tbey  partook  of  a  slender  meal  of  tripe 
de  roche  and  scraps  of  roasted  leather.  On  the  foUomog 
morning  tbey  made  another  meal  of  scraps  of  leather^,  and 
^iben  went  forwards.  The  road  was  now  over  a  range  of 
bleak  hills,  and  the  vrind  was  severely  cold.  The  weakness 
of  some  of  the  party  was  so  great  as  almost  to  preveut 
proceeding  farther.  Credit  was  no  longer  able  to  carry  more 
than  hia  blanket  and  gun,  and  with  others,  rmgier«d*  a 
distance  behind.  About  noon  Samandre  came  up  cMid  Miid 
that  Credit  and  Vaillant  were  too  weak  ia  proceed  any  farther. 
Upon  this  the  party  halted  and  Dr.  Richardson  weui  back  to 
them.  As  there  was  a  quantity  of  willows  on  the  spot,  a  fire 
was  made.  After  returning  nearly  two  roil^,  he  found 
Vaillant,  who  was  extremely  weak  from  fiitigue  and  cold. 
On  being  Informed  that  if  he  made  an  eflRirt  to  reach  tbe 
party  in  adtanca  he  would  finil  a  fire  provided,  he  strove  to 


proMedk  *iHii  ^repeatedly  lUL  Hm  uudr  tb^JGndH^nt^s. 
ehoit  dittaBce  Ml  tbe  rear»M  and  .the  Biwttor  pronradiid,  if| 
■MBth  of  Jiin  I .  btti  there  being  a  veey  Atsonif snow  dirift^  eyf^ 
leriwoceedHig  about  half  %  Mrila.ha.  wsaa/ooaitraiaad^  to  fi^ 
tum»i  aa  ha  leat  all  traeea  mt-  (heir  /o<itatepf«  .On  :'anri«im; 
agaJD^atttie  spot  where  he  bad  feaod  ¥aiUeiiV  ha  hiid  ifeipie4 
mifmhrr  yards,  faaviog  been  uaabla  to  alaiid»  aad.srM 
Mw  f aeiweeljr  able  to  ariicukte.  .  TheiXNiotoraow  ba«t^iQe4 
to  iaform  the  captain  and  hb  party  of  their  ^ituatioiii  j^^ 

Q<)aaceir»  /ntWi  othera,;  inftiBedi«tel|L.proceeded  ta  hia^b^p  i 
he  waa  benui^bed  with  cold  and  incapable  of  beipg  fv>ma4r: 
Tlioec|.«ilio,.fiece  Mat  la  b^  him.fti^  4leplfM^.,thi^MlJ^ 
too  weak  to -spLfry hiisy  .andcCY^  k^K^  iq^j^tfippoitfff^.^^ 
leave  their  begg^e.aad  mal^etbebeef  oC  their  .nay  .^  Fg||b. 
Enterprise.  .  ...  f.  ,..,    .    ...  .  ,;.,,  ,.....,,      ..,,,^,j. 

}t  waa  now  propoced  that  the  atrpngeat  oitbe  piMrty  should 
proceed  forwar4|l  y  end  at  length  .]l|r,  flood  an4  Pr.  BiQhr 
ardson.eglieed.to  renaip  behind  with  one  of  the  men,  whs|^- 
ein^r  theyvabould  acriteaia-spot  where.aai^ffioieot  q^avltj^y 
of  tripOfda  roohe  could  be  found  for  a  few  days  support  ^  a%d 
that  Captain  Franklin  aad  the  others  should  proi^eed  to.  E!prt 
fiaterptisA  l^nd  send  tbyaip  from  thence  supplies  and  belp^fifS 
they  .needffdf ,  By  this  plap  set eral  articles,  migbi  be  left  bf^ 
hia^  so  as  toease  the  advance  party ;  ai^d  accordifigly  a  tc^ 
&>amaU  barnl  of  pofi(|er,t  mh^  other  luggage^  was  given  iajo 
thfl  oareof  Dr»  Bii9b||rd^oii^an4  they  then  proceeded  on  pMJr 
joiiraey.  Vaitfaat'e  bhuiJ|Let  wafk.  left,  under  a  iffff^^  Tl^ifi^ 
indeed,  .was  very  dis|k^i|$,  fiji^X  hff,  might,  get  further  on  his 
journey i.an4^asPi;f4^  hafj.^jiflme. jef^tber  aiMi.^i^.Ji)ank^t, 
Iheir  hopea  were  that.he.AlsQj  jpight  ^  pr^scf  yed  bUvc.  .  .;\ 
i  .^  Having,  come .  to  .t)us,determloa^qp^  t^ey.  iuroe^^ed  fn 
lihOi  fidlpwifig  mocniffg  on . their  jpymey  j^  Mfl^i^rivipg^jst 
AiplaM lyh^e  tberf  grew  a^quaqtitj  o^  i|iliow^^an<(j^p^r 
»bi<rtl.aiejD?fewry«i^  a  qMa^Ui^yof  t|^|MP  fi^^Jf^^nh  .?^Tf!  W: 
^riJiMWIAft*  Wfe^V*»d  rfetsro}jn}jd^4p,/|fj^ 

faitb(ttl.»#^«Wl^l^fR%lb  JaIw^^  59i¥»»n 
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wliiidMBvTb^lliMtior^pitebedtlieir  f^^  t^mtpptj 

ofMltowiyiBMri  pteeed  in  it^  muchMfety  ««tlwy  eo«MHie4ii»A 
■*miiia«i«»d»thep««tielw«laoli  fTeretft  Wlefl  Mtb  ttMai 
T4ie  MMattinoe^ieaviof  Mmb  IHendvMihkl,  wltertett 
i»f  btci»bit  eonpnioBf  in  Mek  u^t/fhtj^ditttenMeBfO^^ 
lain  FranUmfiBltiMwC  keenly;  bfft  tli«4Mpe0rMfi|f^M«r 
HMtoener  Ao  Mttd  a  Mipply  of  prciYtaione  frMn  Fort  Bnteh^ 
priee,  indued  Mm  towbmU;  tli^  twoiirtheOafittdlM^rey^ 
■^tiiipromllted  to' hasten  'Witli  si^ppKea  fWm  4he  fort,  'o^  W 
guide  any  nf  tira  lifdiaos  ie  tiieir  enosaifinent  wMM  Nlief 
migktniset.  ■'••       '  ' ''  i;:  ?■■'■•.-.;  i** 

^rHafing  taken  •»  affeoUonate  tmMeWot  Ihefar  MttPpkMdM^' 
eaptaui'VVankfin  and  %fe*  party  ti<^'foi^a«tf'iin4hefrj«^ 
and  4iad  nel  pmeeeded  rar  befeM  tHe^  Sr#red  HUtm  1^^ 
eenrered  with  plnea^and  surrounded  by  aoonstderfiMei^Mit^ 
titj  of '  tripO'  de  roobe,  wivitli  idade  tbMl  rtfgMI>  IIM  A^ 
friends  wbom  they  iiad  soTcteeatly  parted  fti«b  iMdfit^S  ^UMlf 
tettts  sa  early,  as  their  necommodaftlon  wiHild'  %ate  1»M|i 
ghMder  at  this  place  Proceeding  forwards^;  t1i«y  found  Ultf 
eouatry  presented  a  level  surface,  on  wMeh  the  soow'li^  to* 
a  considerable  depth,  and  walking  became  so'  laborioBSi'tlnitf 
after  travelKng  about  Tour  miles,  they  were  obliged  tt^  etttfisiif} 
Belanger  and  Michel  got  on  with  very  great  diflluofty^  noH 
bmng  able  to  keep  up  wKh  their  companions  ;  «ndoariill1«<« 
ibg,  stated  their  wish  to  return  to  tbeir^companlbnli  btMsfi/ 
They  were  unable  to  find  any  tripe  de  roehe,  btft  mitdesMia^ 
teaof  a  plant  they  found,  and  took  a  small  portion  of  %dflit 
leather.  They  passed  an  almost  sleepless  night  from  fhwieto^ 
rity  of  the  cold,  and  being  unable  through  weakness  tovsM* 
their  tent^they  cut  it  up  and  made  coverings  of  the  eao^iassL' 
Captain  Franklin  wrote  a  note  to  Mr.  Hood  and  1iisoomp(»*' 
niona,  and  gave  it  to  Miohet  tand  Belahger,  who  oohttnwoJP 
in  their  purpose  of  returning,  and  then  proceeded  foiwspteft 
They  bad  scarcely  moved,  before  Perrault  and  FontMoyt^O' 
of  the  Canadian  voyagers,  became  6oli]eet  to  a  giddiiess  amit 
emtMMBt  piVCHtdi '-  A'liM\e  tA  "wiA  <^kljr> Jii|»vaiwb 
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UmiBi  BMl^oineMsorehtd  leatlittriirat  giT«n  ituem  to  e»t»i>tiali 
in  a  OMMiire  recovered  IheaOy.  emI  they  deeicedL  ta  peoeeedi 
PecrtttU  boweFer  soon  found  biDieelf  n^Mn'se  affiEreted  that  in 
deolarad  bin  incapabilily  lo  proceeii^  and  aaid  ha  would  re^ 
tura  to  Beknger  and  MicbaL  PUdinyithe  party  adieu- he  aet 
out  on  hia return,  and  Captain  VraflkKtt  ac»atn> weatforwacdai 
The  enow  waa  deep  and  their  pmgreas  afew.  Oroeecogp  a 
eiaaU  lake,  the  iee  was  so  amooth,  and  thewiadbliBwao  p&m^ 
etfttUy,  that  they  eontinually  sUpped,  anA  weesiUiea  soaroaly 
aUa-toreeoTer  ihemaelf  ee.  Fontaao  nam  beeame  iaoaphhla 
of  proceeding ;  every  endeaToar  was  uaed  to  aoatain  hin^ 
aadl  encourage,  hiin  to  ptooeedi  but  m  vain^  and  bo'cfien 
fell  ^WB.  Finding  it  impossible  for^  bm.  tsr<proeead,  it  wna 
vecomoiended  to  bias  to  retora  to  tlie  pactier>wbo  bad  beett 
leit  behind,  and  as  the  clump  of  pines  was  siilk  in  Tiew  the 
wsy  was  easily  to  be  found.  He  accordiagly  after  being  a 
little  recofered  set  out  to  rejoin  hie  feeble  oonpaniens,  and 
though  weak  and  proceeding  slowly,  yet  Captain  Franklin 
had  Um  satisfaction  to  see  bim  get  on  better  than  he  expeotetf. 
To  leafe  bis  companions  behind  one  after  another  in  ao 
weaky  feeble  and  distressing  a  situation  gate  the  mind  of 
Captain  Franklin  the  greatest  paim  Had  any  of  the  party 
had  soSoient  strength  to  bsTe  borne  oueof  their  companiona 
upon  their  sbonlders,  he  would  have  endeaToured  to  have 
supported  them ;  but  the  strongest  men  were  so  weak  and 
feeble,  that  the  effort  would  Iulto  been  fruitless ;  and  how* 
ever  much  it  miglit  ezdte  his  feelings,  no  alternatiTe  waa 
left,  and  indeed  it  appeared  to  be  only  to  delay  and  prolong 
the  prospect  of  obtaining  help,  if  they  remained  withsueh  tif 
their -companions  as  had  not  strength  to  go  forwards*  TIm 
party  now  cihisisted  of  only  five  persons ;  Captain  FrankHtf, 
Semandre,  Benoit,  Adifm  and  Fbltier.  Augustus  had  gone 
forwards  alone-,  while  the  party  were  detained  by  the  difl^ 
enl  poisons  who  beoame'sa  affected  as  to  be  obliged 'to'sii^ 
turn.  These  five  persons  now  proceeded  on  Aeir  Jotornay, 
and  arriting  fit  a  qpot  where  there  wite  a  i^uhft^  ^  ^wiSteM%% 
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tliey  encamped,  and  making  a  fire,  attempted  to  gather  toipf 
tripe  de  rocbe,  but  without  succesi,  from  the  aeverity  of  the 
weather ;  they  therefore  made  a  meal  of  a  few  pieoee  of  lea« 
ther  and  some  tea.  The  next  rooming  the  weather  being 
more  mild,  they  gathered  a  quantity  of  tripe  de  rochet  and 
felt  much  refreshed  after  their  repast  They,  then  com- 
menced their  jonmey,  and  arriTed  at  Martin  Lake,  which 
they  found  so  firoien  over  as  to  enable  them  to  cross  it,  which 
they  did,  and  arrived  at  Winter  River,  by  which  tbe  ipirils 
of  the  party  were  greatly  raised,  as  they  had  now  arriredat 
a  spot  know  to  them  all.  Having  encamped  for  the  aightf 
which  was  very  stormy,  they  rose  early  in  the  morning,  and 
commenced  their  journey  in  the  hope  of  reaching  Fort  En- 
terprise before  night.  In  their  journey  they  aaw  a  large  herd 
of  rein-deer^  but  they  were  so  feeble  that  .they  could  not 
pursue  them.  In  the  afternoon  they  enearaped  in  the  view 
jDity  of  a  great  number  of  pines,  and  made  a  comfortable  fire* 
They  made  a  meal  on  some  shoes  and  made  some  tea  ;  byt 
no  tripe  de  roche  could  be  found.  They  then  set  out  for 
the  fort,  anticipating  that  their  sufferings  were  now  at  an 
end  ;  but  what  their  feelings  were  on  arriving  at  that  place, 
no  laiigusge  can  describe.  Instead  of  finding  a  depot  of  pro- 
visions, and  some  Indians  or  other  persons  to  administer  to 
thfir  many  wants  and  necessities,  they  found  it  completely 
desolste.  The  sight  was  so  extremely  distressing  that  tbe 
whole  party  burst  into  tears.  Comforting  themselves  as  they 
bi^d  done,  with  the  pleasing  assurance  that  at  this  place  their 
trials  would  end,  and  that  they  should  quickly  dispatch  to 
their  suffering  friends  in  the  rear,  that  assistance  and  sup« 
.port  which  they  so  greatly  needed,  the  view  of  the  house  in 
its  desolate  state  was  like  an  arrow  to  the  heart,  and  the 
whole  party  almost  sunk  under  the  feelings  H  produced. 
Here  they  expected  to  find  a  letter  from  Mr.  Wentxel  giv- 
ing them  information  respecting  the  places  where  ithey  should 
find  prevision  y  but  no  letter,  nor  the  least  indicat^i  of  spy 
effort  to  aerve  t|iom,  could  be  seen.    They  found,  |ierfli^v|^ 


TO    THB   POLilR   SBA^  fiii 


efiKra'  Md  from  Mr.  BtLtk,  lAflmmtTn;  tliat  He  fi'ad'  j^oenai; 
this  place  two  days  before;  Mdtft^ng  tWhe  ma  gohe'W 
aeArtoh  after  the  Indtans,'  attd*  ikai'lie  ilitfi^  proceed  in  tbe 
dfNfMton  of  FoK  PfoTldence,  and  tfaat  IT  he  did* 'd'oI  meet 
wMiahy  Indiana  be  woufd  expedite  asaUtafSiDi  frdnli  iUenca  ; 
hvH  at  the  aairie  time  he  exjSfeaaed  hii  (Sara  thai  neither  him* 
a^f  mMr  any  of  hia  party  ^outdhaTe  atrengtb  to  accompliah 
tM*Jobfney. 

^  Aa  the  hope  of  help  waa  now  ao  diafant,  Captatn  TVankfin 
rMilfed  to  make  an  ezcuralon  bimaelf  to  find  aome  orthe  In* 
dtana ;  he  reaoWed  however  to  wait  two  or  three  daya,  that 
hk  party  might  reeruf  t  their  atrengtb^  and  alao  ita  the  hope  thai 
he  might  hear  from  Mr,  Back  that  he  had  beenaacceaafiilln 
a^Tng  for  them.  Aa  to  (he  phce  of  their  present  reiid(Bnoe« 
tfie  i'oom  fn  which'  (bey  took  up  their  abode  was  expoaed  to 
an  the  aeTerity  of  tbe  weather,  the  temperature  of  which 
waa  now  15^  below  aero.  There  were  indeed  aoTcral  deer 
skins,  which  were  lefl  when  they  took  up  their  residence  here 
in  tbe  spring,  and  they  found  smong  the  ashes  a  quantity  of 
the  bones  of  tbe  animala  which  they  then  Icilled.  With  tbia 
fire,  and  with  the  tripe  de  roche  which  they  might  gather, 
they  considered  they  bad  sufficient  to  support  them  for  a 
time,  and  bating  no  other  choice  they  endeavoured  to  sub* 

BSft. 

On  the  following  erening,  while  preparing  their  hardfaca 
fdr  a  repast,  the  Esquimaux  Aogoatua  made  hia  appearance. 
They  were  greatly  rejoiced  to  see  him,  as  from  the  length 
of  time  he  had  been  missing  they  were  apprehensive  some 
aerlbas  misfortune  had  befel  him.  On  inquiry  it  waa  found 
that  on  leaving  the  party  be  bad  pursued  a  different  rout 
firom  tbe  others ;  but  accustomed  as  tbe  people  of  his  nation 
tre  to  roving  about,  he  bad  autRcient  conception  of  the  dU 
reetibnin  wbichFortlEnterprise  waasituated,  so  aa  to  reach 
it  witKond  ttioae  helps  by  which  the  Kngliab  made  their  reck* 
otifnga.  The'  weather  at  this  time  was  much  moM  aeVeri. 
than  it  bad  Veeb  at  the  MUBe  piiriod  in  'tfi«1iist  year ;  uA 
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HtkBji^m  but  few  tracks  of  the  reiii-deer»  whMi  Ikeprtooad* 
Ing  year  had  been  ver  j  numerouf  • 

On  the  IStb  of  Oetober»  the  wind  being  high,  the  eaow 
drifting  rerj  mueh,  the  partj  remained  at  their  reaideiiee, 
and  in  the  comae  of  the  day  Solomon  Belanger  made  Uaap* 
pearaooe  in  a  state  of  great  exbaiiatioo  and  dittresa*  Hia 
hair  was  froxen^  hia  whole  dreaa  was  covered  with  ice^  aod 
it  was  with  difficulty  he  gave  them  to  understand  that  he  had 
Mien  into  one  of  the  rapids  and  narrowly  escaped  with  his 
life.  He  brought  a  letter  from  Mr.  Back,  in  which  be  said 
that  he  had  not  been  able  to  meet  with  any  of  the  Indians, 
and  requested  Captain  Franklin  to  signify  his  wishes  aa  to 
the  road  he  ahould  take. 

Every  endeaToor  was  used  to  reanimate  the  almost  espir- 
ing  spirits  of  Belanger ;  they  gave  him  some  wtfm  broth,  took 
off  his  frosen  garments,  rubbed  bis  chilled  Uaibs,  and  eft* 
erted  every  effort  to  make  bim  comfortable.  It  could  not 
but  be  noticed  how  much  a  sense  of  the  soflferings  they  had 
'HHidored,  and  the  still  awful  appearances  as  to  what  awaited 
ttiem,  appeared  to  inHuenoe  their  iiehaviour.  Oaths,  to  which 
some  of  the  party  were  greatly  addicted,  now  no  longer  came 
out  of  their  mouths ;  a  spirit  of  humble  submission  lo  tMt 
fate  appeared  to  influence  them ;  and  feelings  of  the  nsoal 
afltetiooate  nature  were  now  particularly  manifest  towards 
the  auffering  Belanger.  That  the  custom  which  had  pro* 
vailed,  duringthe  whole  progreas  of  the  expedition,  of  pay* 
i»9  regard  to  the  Lord's  Day,  and  of  prayer  to  the  Divine 
Being  on  other  occasions,  had  now  ita  measure  of  influaaaa 
apon  the  most  thoughtless  aod  reprobate,  cannot  be  donbtad, 
aod  the  circumstance  may  be  added  to  the  many  arguaMmta 
which  history  and  experience  holds  forth,  to  those  vriM>  are 
in  any  measure  of  authority,  that  their  duty  ia  to  profess  their 
dependence  and  manifest  their  reliance  upon  the  over-mling 
providence  of  God,  assured  that  the  time  of  auflbring  and 
dHBcnl^  will  lead  others  to  seek  for  the  aalvalioB  of  Wm  in 
whom  they  live^  and  move,  and  have  thehr  bdag*'   -.-■ ' 


TO  THB  POLAR  tVA.  <|8t 

A»  from  Ibe  letter  of  Mr.  Beck,  it  eppeared  Ibere  were  eer 
Indians  in  Ibe  neigbbourbood  of  Fort  Bnterpriae,  Capteie 
FranUie  reeol^ed  to  prooeed  towards  Rein-deer  Lake,  wbieb 
was  in  tbe  road  to  Fort  Pkt>Tidenoe.  He  wrote  to  tbie  e£- 
feot  to  Mr.  Back,  and  also  apprised  bim  of  tbe  state  and  eif- 
cnmstances  in  wbieb  Mr.  Hood  and  tbe  otber  persons  were 
left  bebindy  tbat  tbey  migbt  reoeiTO  any  attention  wbieb  ous 
cumstanoes  migbt  present*  It  was  tbree  days  before  Belan* 
get  was  suflleiently  reooTered  to  return,  and  tbeo  be  was  dis** 
missed  witb  tbe  letter. 

Captain  Franklin  now  proceeded  to  arrange  for  his  joar- 
oey  to  Fort  Providence ;  but  it  appeared  impossible  for  bim 
to  take  tbe  wbole  party,  as  Adam,  one  of  tbe  bunters,  wan 
so  afflicted  with  numerous  swellings  in  different  parts  of  bis 
body,  as  to  be  incapable  of  walking.  He  tberefore  deters 
mined  to  take  Benoit  and  Augustus,  and  to  send  assistance 
by  one  ef  tbem  tbe  Tery  first  opportunity.  Pk*eparatory  to 
remoTing  be  made  up  a  package  for  tbe  goTemmeiftt  to  Enp* 
land,  consisting  of  tbeir  journals  and  otber  papers,  wbieb  was 
lefit  to  the  care  of  tbe  persons  who  were  to  remain  at  Fort 
Enterprise,  and  to  be  given  to  tbe  Indians,  should  any  caU^ 
directing  tbem  to  send  it  to  any  of  tbe  North-west  or  Hud» 
son's  Bay  settleinents,  as  they  migbt  have  opportunity.  Cmf^ 
tain  FrankKtt  then  wrote  a  tetter  (to  be  sent  when  opportu* 
nity  offered)  to  Mr.  Hood  and  Dr.  Richardson.  Having 
given  some  otber  directions  to  Peltier,  Samandre  and  Adam, 
who  were  to  remain  at  Fort  Enterprise,  they  bade  tbem  fare- 
well.  This  was  a  aeaaon  which  excited  all  tbeir  feelings  anti 
brought  afresh  to  tbeir  reccUeotion  the  various  sufferings 
which  they  had  mutally  endured.  A  disposition  to  be  re- 
eigaed  to  tbe  divine  will,  be  the  result  whatever  it  might, 
appeared  to  influence  the  whole  party ;- end  every  one  ap- 
peared to  possess  a  mind  prepared  for  all  the  suflbrioga  add 
privatione  each  might  have  to  pasa  through. 

Having*  ai^ped  tome  pieeee  ef  skin  to  be  used  forlMl, 
and  mend9^lhMr«ow  shoes,  GeptatwFraefcliDaii*  his  iwo 
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•ompMlMM  qiitlid  Fori  BnurprlM  m  «ht  SOliiii  iTli^y 
tm^A  ibetQMWet  m  weak,  Md  Ibe  mad  ao  diffia«l4|  UuU  a^. 
ier  six  hoim  labMir  lk«j  bad  only  prooaaded  faac  aiiletp  and 
ihaii  ftsad  tkair  «bode  for  ikm  id|(tit  an  tha  adge  of  a*  bk^ 
aadpartaak  of  aoma  laa  aad  aingad  akio.  Worar  tut;  aiids 
anaaiatad  aa  tbay  wera,  Iha  cold  was  aafare  anddialroaiiayy 
aadlJbajr  lay  oloae  lo  aaab  olhar to  praoart  wamtli.  Ia  Ikai 
moralag^  fefier  a  slight  rapast^thay  again  aai  anl^  bttthaA 
proaaadad  only  a  short  dialanoe  wlMiGaplafta  ViaakUoJaid^ 
llie  misfortnna  to  fall  and  break  bia  snow  sboaay  and  t|iadif<s 
fiaally  in  walking  baoania  so  grsat,  and  axbauatad  hiaa  4M 
ainab)  thnihacaaolYadlo^caliaqniafatbaatAaaapl,  andta^sanA 
Baaoiland  Augustas  fsrwardawbUe  liaratnrnad  tp  tba  iort^ 
Ht  tkarelbre  wrota  a  nola  to  Ms.  Baok,  dasoriUag  his  silva- 
tiiMii  and  dasiring  him  to  sand  prav iaiana  by  soam  naana  tbm 
ttoy  fijrat  ofiportamty ;  and  they  ware.ta  aontimia . their  >m^ 
ney  niitil  they  resahad  Fart  noTidanoa  in  caaa  thay  a»iipsd 
of  dneating  any  persona  from  wboss  assiatanoa  could  bs^ffftp 
trinod. 

Ha^ng  dispatched  thesaiinan^  benado  bis  way  bask Aol)ii 
fort,  where  he  found  his  oonpanions  in  a  ststaoC  gcaaAtfia|4H> 
Mas  aad  iarf>eoility«  Peltier  was  the  only  000*  wbo  f  n<y|i|tjt 
capable  of  uaing  any  ctfarta  towards  tbw  anppoct  -,  S^^Mr 
dm  appeared  to  gif  a  himsalf  np  to  deapsv^  and  A4o^^  W^ 
too  ill  to  afford  any  help.  Upon  the  whale  it  aaeo»a  prober 
ble  that  but  for  Captain  Fraaklin's  return  they  would  baTc 
emk  under  tbeur  accumulated  aufferinga*  He  used  evqcy 
aflbrt  to  cheer  their  spiriU  and  to  inspire  them  with  Ihe  bi^ 
^hat  their  trials  would  soon  be  aver,  aad  that asaiatano^  would 
quiekly  arriTo.  Under  feelings  of  their  inadeqaaay  |o  wart 
theinaelae%  they  had  resolved  to  partalue.  of  only  one  w^a 
day  ;  but  the  captain  now  cooked  tbeic  (boo  an4  vequiriid 
then  to  take  rafreshmoot  atocaoAaiii.  Thn  weaibnr  <  bai«g 
at  this  time  snoviy  and  gloomy,  neither  Peltior  nonAdSiVft 
wanld  leave  their  bed%  aad  it  wan  with  difiouUy  tJMU^tbfvy 
Miild  be  proraiied  an  to  take  the. food  peaked  fsr.^tMp* 


TV  Tun  f^LAB  #ltA«  :  40{ff 

oeattfy  dtftiis  was  pftlofoL  Even  to  ehMg»  ibm  poiiliMMi 
wUe^lbef  Mt  or Itf  r^imrid m  euHwitjvhkib  l^mjil^fptt 
nfvted  to  ntktt.  It  was  to  btt«3|(f«etofL  tM  MibmiVi^lMi 
odffliMtdy  And  tha  ground  heeane  bovod.bf  Iha  froatg  fkt^ 
tkif  wovld  bo  deprivod  of  tho  tripo  do  loobo^  whiab  WM,w^ 
T«ry  Meoioary  to  miai  with  tbo  poiiwfed  boooa  and  atwrmliirf., 
•kin  tbalc tho;  found  at  tbe  fori;  yot  wdar  tU  tliaafi  ooi|i»:. 
pUoatod  ioftriiwi^  tiiair  aoliqilada fcr  MnBood,  Dr.  KM^. 
aidfoo  and  tboaolaf^  bohind,  vtmm  tbay  auppoaod  i^  bo».i||: 
tmmUkUf  in  a  alato  of  gnat^  frintiw,  fMttod  tbeii^MTl. 

€iitaaingaonffiMlity»aodwaaipdoadytwHbthobitai»f.iaioW 
toboaonty  intodpaUy  tbo  aulyMt  of  tMv  oanvMEfiHipli*^  v.m 

. By  tboSiMi  thoy  liad  bumod up  all  tboloooo  wood  a)iof| 
tboi^dv•Uingaaod  procoeded  topuU  down  iono  of  tbo  pafn 
tiliota  qf  tbo  bouaoa  wbiob  bad  bean  erootod  wbon.tb9f  .  wiprf. 
at  tbia  fdaoo  in  tbo  apring.  Tbe  diatanoo  Cron  tbo  pJiiJBoii^. 
wbiob  tboy  dwelt  waa  but  a  few  yardi»  yet  tbo  .oopveyM^.. 
tben  was  a  work  of  great  labour  io  tbeir  wefik  static;  and]^4f. 
tier,  wbo  alone  waa  airoog  enough  to  do  ibe  wofk  of.loioapnr 
ing  Ibo-boarda^  felt  ao  oppreaaed  tbot  U  waa  wjttb  difBryjIjj 
tbal  tbey  prooured  wood  aufllcient  to  continue  tbo  fire,  Tluqf 
uMf  ibia  daj  n  berd  of  rein-^leer  about  a  nile  diatant^  bat 
every  one  waa  now  ao  weak  tbat  it  waa  not  in  tbeir  j^wjor 
to  go  after  tbem. 

Tbia  day  they  liad  tbe  pleaaingv  yet  in  many  roapeota 
aouroful  aatisfaotion  oC  aoaing  Dr.  Bicbardaopi  and  the  ae%» 
Man  HeplHiro  eator  tbeb  apartMaenjL  As  none  of  tbe  otbjipr 
persona  who  were  left  behind  BMida  tbeir  appearai»00|  tbaf 
wese  filled  with  aoxiona  fiBam.aeqpeoting  tbekiato.  Tho 
ottMHoiatod  appearanoo  of  the  dootor  and  bin  opmpasiifiipi 
shotted  tbek  fedinga^  end  they  weaosttLmoroiagiUtod  i»pm 
hii«ing1ha4  FerrauUnndFontono.had  WtJwwi  aennjbar  tbopSj 
Md'tiial  Mr.  Hood  end  Jiiobei  were,  deodr  On  tho  ptluK 
hoftdithohellMwooMlswnMea  «(th^e«iMiiendbi»«*fnBf^ 
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daoldr  and  Hqibm  Miisatioiis  of  a  like  kind  m  rMpeefrnf 

Hepbuni  haThig  shot  a  partridge^  the  doctor  lora-oflT 
the  featherti  md  haTiog  held  it  to  the  fire  a  few  minatdb,  di^ 
Tided  i4  into  six  portions.    The  eaptain  and  his  tinree  eonpa^ 
niona  rarenousiy  d^oured  their  shsres,  aa  it  waa  the  ftM 
morsel  <tf  flesh  any  of  them  liad  tasted  for  thirtjr-one  dayai 
unless  indeed  the  small  gristly  particles  which  were  found  06-- 
onsionallj  adhering  to  the  pounded  i>ones  msjr  he  termed 
flesh*  Their  spirits  were  rerired  iij  this  small  supply,  and  the - 
dootor  endea'raured  to  raise  them  stIU  higher  by  the  prospeoC 
of  Hepbura*B  being  able  to  kill  a  deer  next  day,  aa  they  had^ 
aeettp  and  ereu  fired  at,  seteral  near  the  house.    Tbe'doo*' 
tor  hsTing  bronglit  his  prayer  book  and  testament,  scJme 
prayen  and  psalms,  and  portions  of  scripture^' appropriate^ 
to  their  situation,  were  read,  and  they  retired  tb  bed*.  Nexi< 
momkig  the  doctor  and  Hepburn  went  out  esfly  in  Ucatdlf^rf 
deer;  but  Chough  they  saw 8eTeraIberd8,andfiredsomeshoia,'' 
they  were  not  so  fortunate  as  to  kill  any,  being  too  weak  to- 
hold  their  guns  steadily.  The  cold  compelled  the  former  to  f^ 
turn  soon,  but  Hepburn  persisted  until  late  in  the  etenittg^ 
Peltier  and  Samandre  continued  very  weak  and  dispirited^' 
and  they  were  unable  to  cut  fire-wood.     Hepburn  had'  i» 
consequence  that  laborbus  task  to  perform  after  he  oaase^ 
back. 

Dr.  Richardson  stated,  that  upon  Captmn  Franklin,  Fsl* 
tier,  Samandre,  and  the  otliers  leaTiDg,  they  had  kept  wpt 
the  fire  as  long  as  they  had  any  wood  to  burn ;  and  that  the 
weather  was  afterwards  so  stormy  that  they  could  not  move 
during  the  next  day,  and  therefore  lay  in  their  beda,  and 
haTing  a  few  religious  books  which  were  giren  to  them  by  a 
lady  ia  London,  one  of  the  party  read  them  aloud.  The  doo^ 
lor  stated  that  the  reading  of  these  books,  together  with  their 
attention  to  daily  reading  prayers,  so  sustained  their  apiriluy 
and  influenced  them  to  trust  in  the  dirine  proteetios,  that  a 
apHit^oC  cheer (uliiefs-  was  manifest  amonji' -thiMte  wOni4h# 
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siiooeediAg  day  Miohal,  nvbo  with  BelM^pNted^  MmMloeA 
in  a  preceding  part  of  the  narrative,  been  compelled  imtnif 
liRquiah  the  journey^  joined  hitn.  Ha  ataled4baA^BelflBij(er 
bad  left  hiin,  but  the  doctor  eaid  tkut  tboMmHilotaiieai 
wbiob  afterwards  occurred  led  bim  einoe .  to-  wppoee  ibMt 
Miidiel  bad  murdered  bis  companmk  Micbel  braugbt  fritlr 
bim  a  bare  and  a  partridge^  if  biob  was  a  mo8taeeeplabIetiip» 
ply  to  tbe  bttogry  party,  and  after  partaking  tbereof  tlwy 
resAedlbribe  nigbt.  On  tbe  sueeeeding  day  tfaey^oeaeiM 
to  the  place  which  Captain  Franl&lin  bad  by  letter'  reodnii 
mended  bim  to  moTC  to,  and  afterwards  Mr*  Hood  removed 
to  it;  9ficbel,  whe  bad  remained  by  bioneif  tbe  prw^ 
ing  eveiiing,  brought  some  meat,  which  haaaid  wis ^part^sf^^ 
wolf  which  had  been  killed  by  a  deer,  but  wbidb  the  purdei 
since  baye  supposed  to  be  part  of  a  human  bodjr^  and  that 
be  had  killed  PerrauU  also. 

After  Ibis  Michel  refused  to  bant  or  to  assist  iii  eooTey^ 
log  tbe  wood  for  tbe  fire ;  be  manifested  also  in  various  otbeir 
ways  muob  of  an  angry  spirit,  saying  '*  you  bad  better  Idtt 
and  eat  atie,  for  there  are  no  beasts  to  be  found.''  lb  tMo 
state  some  days^ passed,  until  ooe  morning,  after  having  r^iad 
tbe  prayers.  Dr.  Riohardson  went  out  to  endeavour  to  gather 
some  tripe  do  roohe,  and  Hepburn  was  engaged  in  procurtog^ 
wood,  IB  order  that  bemight  leave  a  stock  for  a  few  days  sup- 
ply, as  it  was  purposed  that  he  and  Michel  should  set  out  for 
Fort  Enterprise.  They  had  not  been  long  absent  from  thehouse 
wheu  they  beard  tbe  report  of  a  gan,  and  shortly  after  Hep* 
burn,  in  a  state  of  great  alarm,  called  to  the  doctor  to  cooBe 
instantly  to  the  house,  where  Mr.  Hood  Isy  dead,  a  batt 
having  passed  through  his  forehead.  Their  distress  at  view* 
ing  him  in  that  state  was  indescribable ;  at  first  Dr.  Richard* 
SOB  supposed  that  in  a  fit  of  despondency  he  had  hurried  Uflll* 
self  kito  the  presence  of  bis  Almighty  Judge,  by  an  act  of 
bia  owe  baBd }.  but  the  oooduct  of  Michel  soon  gave  rise  M 
otbe>tbeBgbls,aadoiciled  tospieiottSy  wbieli  wer^  tcttfirnoitdl 
wbe»  lipoB^audlBiiig  tlMlMy;  fan  diaW^lMd  ttiit  Ole  iiiM 
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kmd  aiiered  the  bsek  part  of  the  head,  and  paaied  oqI  at 
the  forebeadi  and  that  the  mutale  of  the  gun  had  oeen  ap* 
plied  so  eioae  as  to  set  fire  to  the  eigbt»eap  behind.  The 
gun,  which  vasof  the  longest  kind  supplied  to  the  IndianSf 
eottid  Boi  ha^e  been  placed  in  a  position  to  inliet  sneh  a 
wbiMid,  ezeept  by  a  second  person.  Upon  inquiring  of  Mi- 
chel how  it  bappenedi  he  replied,  that  Mr.  Hood  had  sent 
htm  into  the  tent  for  the  short  gun,  and  that  dnring  his  ah« 
ienee  the  long  gun  had  gone  off,  lie  did  not  know  whether 
hjr  accident  or  not  Hepburn  aiWwards  said  that  previous 
totlM  report  of  the  g^n,  Mr.  Hood  and  Miclisl  werespeak« 
ing  to  each  other  in  an  debated  angry  tone;  that  Mr.  Hood 
being  seated  at  the  fire-side,  wae  hid  from  him  by  iatenren- 
ing  willows,  but  that  on  hearing  the  report,  he  looked  op  and 
saw  Michel  rising  up  from  befons  the  tent»deor,  or  Just  be- 
hind where  Mr.  Hood  was  seated,  and  then  going  into  the 
teat.  Thinking  that  the  gun  had  been  disdbarged  for  thepur* 
pcae  of  deaaing  it,  he  did  not  go  to  the  fire  at  fint ;  and 
when  Michel  called  to  him  that  Mr.  Hood  was  dead,  a  consi* 
derable  time  had  elapsed.  The  loss  of  a  young  officer  of 
such  disliogttished  and  Taried  talents  and  application,  can* 
not  but  be  felt  and  duly  appreciated  by  the  persons  under 
whose  command  he  had  served;  but  the  calmness  with  which 
be  contemplated  the  probsble  termination  of  a  life  of  uncom** 
anon  promise,  and  the  patience  and  fortitude  with  which  be 
sustained  great  ix>dily  sufferings,  can  only  be  known  to  the 
GOfupaiiioBS  of  bis  distresses.  Owing  to  the  effect  tllat  the 
tripe  de  roobe  invariably  had,  when  he  ventured  to  taste 
it,  he  undoubtedly  suffered  more  than  any  of  the  survivors 
of  the  party.  Bickerstetb's  Scripture  Help  was  lyittg  open 
beside  the  body,  as  if  it  had  fallen  from  his  hand,  and  it  is 
probable  that  be  was  reading  it  at  the  instant  of  ills  deatti. 
Ttiey  passed  the  next  night  together  without  rest,  every' 
one  being  on  hss  guard.  Next  day,  having  determined  on 
going  to  the  Fort,  tliey  began  to  patch  and  prepare  thdf 
oMbea  for  the  joumef  •    Tbey  dng ed  the  hstf  off  n.part  of 
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the  buBklo  robe  that  beloo^ed  to  Mr.  Hood,  and  boiled  and 
ate  it.  They  afterwards  set  out  on  their  journey  to  Fort  En- 
terprise. 

Hepburn  and  Michel  had  each  a  gun,  and  the  doctor  car- 
ried a  small  pistol  which  Hepburn  had  loaded  for  him.  In 
the  course  of  the  march  Michel  alarmed  them  much  by  his 
gestures  and  conduct ;  he  was  constantly  muttering  to  him- 
self, expressed  an  unwillingness  to  go  to  the  Fort,  and  tried 
to  persuade  them  to  go  to  the  southward  to  the  woods,  whef e 
he  said  he  could  maintain  himself  all  the  winter  by  killing 
deer.  In  consequence  of  this  behaviour,  and  the  expres- 
sion of  his  countenance.  Dr.  Richardson  requested  him  to 
leave  them,  and  to  go  to  the  southward  by  himself.  This 
proposal  increased  his  ill-nature ;  he  threw  out  some  obscure 
hints  of  freeing  himself  from  all  restraint  on  the  morrow  ;  and 
was  overheard  muttering  threats  against  Hepburn,  whom  he 
openly  accused  of  having  told  stories  against  him.  He  also, 
for  the  first  time,  assumed  such  a  tone  of  superiority  in  ad- 
dressing Dr.  Richardson,  as  evinced  that  he  considered  both 
to  be  completely  in  his  power,  and  he  gave  vent  to  several 
expressions  of  hatred  towards  the  white  people,  or  as  he 
termed  them  in  the  idiom  of  the  voyagers,  the  French,  some 
of  whom,  he  said,  had  killed  and  eaten  his  uncle  and  two 
of  his  relations.  Taking  every  circumstance  of  his  conduct 
into  consideration.  Dr.  Richardson  and  Hepburn  concluded 
that  he  would  attempt  to  destroy  them  on  the  first  opportu- 
nity that  oJBTered,  and  that  he  had  hitherto  abstained  from  do- 
ing so  from  his  ignorance  of  his  way  to  the  Fort.  In  their 
journey,  Michel  coming  to  a  rock  on  which  there  was  some 
tripe  de  roche,  halted,  and  said  he  would  gather  it  whilst 
they  went  on,  and  that  he  would  soon  overtake  them.  Hep- 
bum  and  the  doctor  were  now  left  together  for  the  first  time 
since  Mr.  Hood's  death,  and  they  were  of  opinion  that  there 
was  no  safety  for  them  except  in  Michers  death.  Convinced  of 
the  neeewity  of  such  a  dreadful  aot^  Dr.  Richardson  resolved 
to  take  tHe  whole  resodnsibility  upoi  bimaelf ;  and  immedi^ 
P.V.23.  X^n 
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alelf  upon  Michel's  coming  up,  he  put  an  end  to  bb  life  by 
shooiing  bim  through  the  bead  with  a  pistol. 

The  narratife  here  cannot  but  excite  feelings  of  the  moat 
distressing  kind  in  the  mind  of  the  reader^  at  the  awful  cir- 
cumstances which  have  been  stated.  It  appears,  bowcTer, 
that  the  doctor  was  a  man  of  too  bencTolent  and  humane  a 
character  to  have  proceeded  to  those  extremities,  but  from  a 
sense  of  its  absolute  necessity.  After  this  awful  ef  ent  tbej 
proceeded  on  their  journey,  and  ultimately  arri? ed  at  the  fort 
as  before  noticed. 

•  Hepburn,  who  was  the  strongest  of  the  party,  went  out  oi 
Ibe  Slst  in  quest  of  deer,  and  Dr.  Richardson  took  his  gui 
and  set  out  in  search  of  some  proTision.  A  herd  of  deer 
passed  within  view  of  the  doctor^  but  he  was  so  weak  as  to  be 
vnable  to  Kill  one  of  the  herd.  On  the  1st  of  November, 
Hepburn  again  set  out  in  pursuit  of  some  deer«  but  bis  weak* 
nesB  was  so  great  as  to  render  him  unsuccessful.  Dr.  Rich* 
ardson  gathered  some  tripe  de  roche,  but  Semandre  and 
Peltier  were  become  so  weak,  and  their  throats  so  sore,  that 
they  could  partake  of  only  a  small  portion.  The  latter  ma- 
aifested  such  lassitude  that  he  could  no  longer  sit  up,  bat 
sunk  upon  his  bed.  Supposing  him  to  have  laid  down  be- 
cause of  its  being  a  more  easy  posture,  no  particular  appr»* 
hensions  were  entertained  for  him  until  a  rattling  was  heard 
in  his  throat ;  this  circumstance  excited  their  attention,  and 
oB  Dr«  Richardson's  examining  him,  he  found  him  speech- 
less, and  be  expired  before  the  morning*  This  circumstance 
appears  to  have  so  affected  Semandre,  that  he  died  in  a  few 
hours  after.  The  severe  shock  occasioned  by  the  sudden  dis- 
solution of  their  two  companions  rendered  them  very  melan- 
choly. Adam  became  low  and  despondent,  a  change  to  be 
lamented  the  more,  as  he  had  been  gaining  strength  and 
spirits  for  the  two  preceding  days.  The  labour  of  coUectiag 
wood  now  devolved  upon  Dr.  Richardson  and  Hepburn,  and 
they  were  occupied  the  whole  of  the  next  day  in  tearing  down 
the  logs  of  which  the  store^house  was  built,  the  mud  plastered 
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Ut«M»tlnm  bal^  m  hard  froMl  Ortt'tlKf  kl^iirVPM^ 
ntien  exceeded  Ihcir  strength^  uid  Aej  tilBr^iMl^fXMtltf 
eiMuMed  by  briBgiDf  in  wcMid  ■nffioient  Ibr  ten  tklB  tlMlV* 

hMlV  flOBtWDpticNI.  ■■■■'..i^ftiH' 

.  -Tbey  eoBUnaed  to  euppprt  fheawelTw  by  <W<«ilBMWjf y 
lb«ri«K  WHM  tripe  d«  roolw,  wbioli  tbey  had  bfl«MfMriibl^ 
(o«flbet,  ^eiriredkiieM being sfligrMt tlMfrtff n]»%4tttfM0 
UMiDe-af  •  few  yards  wwaUboorklnMt  blMfitwrtibl*,  MMH 
fWMi  ef  Novonbff-.  They  iwro  fa«BOM»«ueh  ihiiel—i  - 
that  it  wai  with  peia  of  body  they  lay  down  otf  (Mr  bbutMtif 
■nd  te  obflngtt  tlwr  poatare  waa  a  labour  wWehma^^vU  a 
•Mudarable  eflbrt  to  aocompBdi,  a>d  tbey  wa»e  oUt^MsMt 
■wflt  caofa  othw  to  rise  fnin  their  seats.  Thae  reduoed^  tb^ 
had  tiw  {draaureoB  theTthof  NoTembtrtohear>theMini4 
(tfaiiH»het,aDdlbsTDioeaofperaoaasboiitiag.  Th^AeoH 
after  bad  the  great  pleasure  of  aeeing  three  Indian  nasnH 
Boudelke)),  Cmoked^bot  aid  tbe  Rat,  opproacbiDg  tbasq 
kaviag  been  aeut  by  Akaitcfae  on  the  Sifa  with  a  aopp^-nf 
dried  deer's  meat,  a  few  tengtwa  and  seme  other  artMot^V 
which  tljeyiniprademly  eat  so  nticb  aa  to  render  them  yiaif 
«Hw«)l  fe»  aiiine*  It  appeared  ihatVr.  Back  hsilTairiltf 
4Ki*'«BliaMpaMiM>  and  on  stating  to  Aksitoho  the  ilisMwiiJ 
elata0tbE»«»oipanioiw,  theobiefinuMdiatelydiqmtflhedilha 
4tf*e  «*B  t»'tbe  fort.  '^n^if 

Mr.  Baek'a  ieomey  had  been  attended  with  a  variety  i«f 
eireumsUincea  alnuial  aa  affliotive  as  tboee  of  Captain  FtMk- 
lin.  In  eroeaiagithainfcea  whidi  ware frenen^ Belangwr  t<w> 
fell  ihnug^  the  iot.  nod  was  in  eae  lnelauc:n*ed4i^|fl< 
Beck  and  bit  peopla  pnUing  him  out  by  fastening  4hftMl» 
wUtA  they  wore  together.  Mr.  Bank  in  dcaniUng^iAif- 
&ringessys./<  ny  ahwdders  were  aa  if  (bey  wenld  faHbMi 
«f  b*(|y#,aiy>leff»«teiiied  anahls  toiaapport  me.  aadiMilt 
jM^hen  iar.the  renMBbraafie  of  ny  frteade'beblBdi  whiktqfe- 
Mia4'm«n^ift>M*lierrM  watt  a*  the- neaaerity  «f  .MgtMbtg 
ih»Bi,paniiHMifa»rtiii|fcl-lMd*b»u»a,Airi>iitWbbaK»ii»«fyiii|Ji 
»«mi«tFiMlwii  Jtdwf  ia  nhmyiili  tjitom^m  *  <  iffgKltf*' 


FRANKLIN'S  JOUKNBY 

Bcaaparlanty  boe  of  BIr.  Baek'^  companions,  weUthsdl 
down  with  fatigue  and  oTeroonoe  by  the  severity  of  the  wen* 
ther,  died  on  the  16th  of  October  ;  the  other  men,  with  Mr* 
Back,  after  great  fatigue,  reached  the  encampment  of  Akatt^ 
cho  as  before  stated 

Boudelkell  was  sent  back  to  Akaitcho,  and  with  a  letter 
to  Mr.  Back  desiring  a  further  supply  of  provisions  to  be  sent 
with  all  speed;  the  other  two  Indians  remained  with  the 
party  at  Fort  Enterprise^  and  proceeded  to  clear  the  apart- 
ment of  the  dirt  and  fragments  of  bones  and  other  things 
which  were  spread  over  it.  They  rendered  their  habitation 
by  this  means,  and  by  the  large  fires  which  they  now  made^ 
so  much  more  comfortable,  that  the  spirits  and  recovery 
of  the  party  considerably  increased.  The  Indians  caught 
several  fish  in  Winter  Lake,  and  used  every  exertion  to  make 
their  abode  comfortable;  but  finding  that  the  supply  of  pro- 
visions which  was  expected  from  Akaitcho  did  not  arrive, 
tbey  suddenly  quitted  the  house  on  the  13th  of  November, 
without  giving  the  least  intimation  of  their  intention  either  to 
Captain  Franklin  or  his  companions.  This  circumstance  ap« 
peared  so  unaccountable  that  they  were  at  a  loss  to  surmise 
a  cause,  until  by  questioning  Adam  they  learned  that  their 
fears  lest  the  long  delay  of  provisons  which  was  expected 
might  be  the  occasion  of  renewed  sufierings  in  the  captain 
and  bis  people,  and  that  they  had  gone  away  purposely  to 
hasten  its  conveyance. 

On  the  next  day  they  were  obliged  to  return  to  their  for- 
mer diet  of  eating  singed  skin,  and  Hepburn  had  again  to 
procure  wood  for  the  fire  ;  the  succeeding  day  also  they  were 
occupying  themselves  in  the  same  way,  when  Hepburn  de- 
scried a  party  approaching  the  house.  He  instantly  gave 
information  to  his  companions,  and  they  set  about  clearing 
their  apartment  and  removing  the  scraps  of  skins  out  of  sight, 
as  it  is  one  of  the  curious  opinions  of  the  Indians  tliat  such  a 
practice  occasions  disappointment  to  the  hunters^  Three  In* 
dians  9ttickly  arrived  and  two  of  tlisir  waves.    BeDott  also. 
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who  biid  quitted  the  house  with  Augustus  to  go  in  searuh  nf 
Mr.  Back,  returned  with  them,  from  whom  lie  brought  a  let- 
ter saying  that  himself  anil  his  companions  were  Hbnul  to  lake 
their  journey  to  Fort  Providence.  The  spirits  of  Adam  were 
80  revived  by  their  appearance  that  he  walked  about  with  na 
activity  which  surprised  them. 

BkTiiiB^  partsken  of  the  nfr««hin«nls  bmi^^  tiMf  i^^' 
solved  to  quit  F»rt  Ente^rise  the  foUowiDf  da]r;iiiid  ■AM"' . 
uniting  in  prtyer  mud  thankagiTio^  to  God,  tlwy-«eiiiat«tt^'1 
the  16th  of  NoTembor.  Tb«ir  fiteltaga  on  quitdag tbe  FttHi'-^ 
vbcre  they  bad  formerly  ei^joyed  mu^h  domfait,  if  tiet-)li'p^f' 
pines*,  and,  laltsily,  experi«»eed  a  decree  «f  noBtrf  ««*IW^<' 
to' be  paralleled,  may  be  more  eaftUy  ooneeived  theo'lM*^' 
scribed.  The  ludisos  treated  them  with  die  otmost  ImdW.  ^<^ 
ness,  gare  tfaem  tbeir  anow-sboes,  and  walked  without  ibeMM^" 
selves,  fceepiuj;  by  their  aides,  that  they  might  lift  them  mp''^ 
when  tbey  fell  They  descended  Winter  River,  s»d  abawt!'' 
nooD,  crossed  the  bead  of  Ronnd-Rock  Lake,diBtant*buitt''' 
three  miles  from  the  bouse,  where  they  wereahliged  to  heltt  " 
as  DT'  Richardson  was  unable  to  proceed.  The  swellii^  ^ 
in  bis  limbs  rwdered  him  by  much  ths  weakat  of  the  par^  '*^!  . 
The  Indians  Uwn  prepared  their  encampment,  eooked  fee  ^ 
them,  andfedtbemaa  if  they  had  been  children;  evinciijl^''' ' 
a  humanity  that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  most  eivl*  " 
lised  people.     The  night  was  mild,  and  they  slept  soundly.^" 

On  the  26th  they  arrived  at  Akailcho's encampment,  Thtf^^^ 
were  received  in  silence,  no  one  opening  tlieir  lips  for  a  stiMt 
time,  which  is  their  mode  of  iodieating  their  sympathy  atiX*^ 
compssBion.   They  were  then  presented  with  e«fn«r')od  ;  ef^ '" 
ter  nliich  the  conversniion  commenced.      Akaitcbo  shewed 
the  most  friendly  bospitaliiy,  and  great  personal  attenliun, 
even  cooking  for  them  with  his  own  hands,  an  nHiof  which 
be  never  performs  for  himself.    Anncethai-ynszeh  and  Hum- 
py., the  Ohiefs  two  brothers,  and  several  of  the  Iminers, 
with  their  fiunilies.  were  encamoed  here,  together  with  a 
nuir^ber  of  old  men  and  women.    In  the  coune  of  the  day  thry 
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were  ▼isited  by  every  penoo  of  the  band,  not  uerely  from 
ouriosity,  but  from  a  desire  to  efinoe  their  tender  eympathy. 

On  the  first  of  December,  they  proceeded  in  company 
with  the  Indians  towards  Fort  Providence ;  and  on  the  6ch 
Belanger  and  another  person  from  Mr.  Weeks  met  them 
with  two  trains  of  dogs,  some  spirits  and  tobacco  for  the  In- 
dians, a  change  of  dress  for  the  captain,  and  a  little  tea  and 
sugar.  They  also  brought  letters  from  England,  and  frool 
Mr.  Back  and  Mr.  Wentzel.  Their  letters  from  England 
informed  them  that  they  had  been  promoted. 

All  the  Indians  flocked  around  tf>  learn  the  news,  and  to 
receive  the  articles  brought  for  them.  Having  got  some  8pi«- 
rits  and  tobacco,  they  withdrew  to  the  tent  of  the  Chief,  and 
passed  the  greater  part  of  the  night  in  singing.  They  had 
ROW  the  indescribable  gratification  of  changing  their  linen, 
which  bad  been  worn  ever  since  their  departure  from  the 
sea-coast 

On  the  6th  of  December,  after  a  long  conference  with 
Akaitcho,  they  took  leave  of  him  and  his  kind  companions, 
and  set  out  with  two  sledges  heavily  laden  with  provision 
and  bedding,  drawn  by  the  dogs,  and  conducted  by  Belan- 
ger and  the  Canadian  sent  by  Mr.  Weeks.  Hepburn  arKi 
Augustus  jointly  dragged  a  smaller  sledge,  laden  principatfy 
vrith  their  own  bedding.  Adam  and  Benoit  were  left  to  fol* 
low  with  the  Indians.  They  encamped  on  the  Grassy-Lake 
Portage,  having  walked  about  nine  miles,  principally  on  the 
Yellow -Knife  River.  It  was  open  at  the  rapids,  and  in  these 
places  they  had  to  ascend  its  banks,  and  walk  through  the 
woods  for  some  distance,  which  was  very  fatiguing,  espe- 
cially to  Dr.  Richardson,  whose  feet  were  severely  galled  in 
consequence  of  some  defect  in  his  snow-shoes. 

On  the  11th,  they  arrived  at  Fort  Providence,  where  Mr. 
Weeks  gave  them  every  attention.  Their  Joy  and  gratitiideto 
God  for  having  again  brought  them  to  a  place  where  all  their 
necessities  could  be  relieved  was  great,  and  they  utiKed^n 
thanksgiving  and  praises  for  their  mercies.     The  Mc^^'iiHd 


Te  TUB  rOLAE'  SAA;  MS 

pf  fltwili  far  the  InJiwIwiTUig  partly  aniftd^Giiit' Fnmh^ 
119  fcuaiaed  to  wftii  until  Almiie'lie  and  hte  fatigp  pMna^iqii 
Ibai  lie  might  praaent  tbaoi  uata  bioi  UmaelL  -.  Hetanifad 
aii'tte  14th  with  all  hia  pseople.  Haviag  aniokad  hia  pipa>aiap 
oording  to  tbair  uaual  euatonit  and  made  a  speech  4e  JfH 
WeekSi  be  addreaaed  himadf  to  Captain  Franklin,  :Jn 
wbiGb  be  aaid  be  felt  diaappeinted  that  ao  email  a  portiM 
ef  the  preaent  and  anppliea  intended  fqr  them  had  arrifedl^ 
beeanaoi  he  aaid,  hia  people  looked  to  him  to  aeqnve  that  ly^ 
muneraUon  to  them  which  had  been  promiaed.  That  be  did 
not  howeier  iotond  to  cast  any  blame  on  the  captain  and  hia 
ccpipanipM.  '^  Tbia  wodd  goes  badly/*  he  said,  ^^..alLaie 
popr  ;;yoo  are  poors  ^^  traders  appear  to  be  posr»  [«nd  mj 
party,  are  poor  likewise;  and  sinoe  the  foods  have  eot^^Siiie 
i|lp .  wa  cannot  have  them.  I  do  not  regret  baving  supplied 
•you  with  provisions,  for  a  Copper  Indian  caa  never  penpit 
white  men  to  suffer  for  want  of  food  on  his  landsy-^withMjC 
flying  to  their  aid.  I  trust,  bowever,  that  we  aball,  aa  you 
aayt  receive  what  is  due  next  autumn;  and  at  all.evenlsir 
he  added,  in  a  tone  of  good  humour,  **  it  is  the  Arat  tfiin 
that  the  whito  people  have  been  indebted  to  the  Copper  Bip 
diana.**  He  waa  assured  the  supplies  should  certainly  bo 
aent  to  him  by  the  automn,  if  not  before.  He  then  obeei 
fully  received  a  email  preaent  for  bioMelf ;  and,  although 
they  could  give  but  a  £iw  things  to  those  only  who  bad  bMi 
most  active  in  their  service,  the  otbers»  who,  perh^^ 
.thought  themselves  equally  deser? ing»  did  not  murmw^ut 
being  left  outin  the  distFii>iitiQn«-      .  ..-  .t 

:  Akaitoho  at  the  conclusion  of  Ui»  meetiufl^  deeired  that^a 
good  report  might  be  made  to  the  people  of  England  of  the 
conduct  of  bis  I  nd&sns,  and  he  waa  assured  that  Us  kindneaa 
ajltoidd.very  soon  be  noticed.  Such  of  the  Indiana  aa  oped 
ihm  trading  Compan.y  monej,  now  received  a  discbeqp%|o 
Ibe  amoval  jf.  anj  articlea  wbidi  bad  been  fturaiahed  to^Jbn 
eaptabi  Mshl|,Barty>aid»eN!^  v«ns  Ml«mL«ilb^:Cmi- 
paqri^.1ioei»to.l^  tita^dpe  to;mv;«^ 


636  FEAN&LlN*tf  JOURNBV 

Htving  thus  adjusted  their  engagementfl,  the  eap- 
tain  presented  the  band  with  a  barrel  of  spirits  mixed  with 
water,  and  they  retired. 

Having  concluded  ail  his  engaf^ments  to  their  mutual  sa- 
tisfacliony  Dr.  Richardson,  Captain  Franklin  and  others  of 
Ihe  party  left  Fort  Proi^idence  on  the  15th,  and  proceeded 
to  Moo:se-deer  Island.  The  party  consisted  of  Belanger,  who 
had  charge  of  a  sledge  laden  with  the  bedding,  and  drawn  by 
two  doffs,  and  the  two  cariole  men,  Benoit,  and  Augustus. 
Previous  to  their  departure,  they  had  another  conference 
with  Akaitcho,  who»  as  well  as  the  rest  of  his  party,  bade  them 
farewell,  with  a  warmth  of  manner  rare  among  the  Indians. 

The  badness  of  Belanger^s  dogp,  and  the  roughness  of  the 
ice,  impeded  their  progress  very  much,  and  obliged  them  to 
encamp  very  early.  They  had  a  good  &re  made  of  the  drift 
wood,  which  lines  the  shores  of  this  lake  in  great  quantities. 
The  next  day  was  very  cold.  They  began  the  journey  at 
nine  in  the  morning,  and  encamped  at  the  Big  Cape,  having 
made  another  short  march,  in  consequence  of  the  roughness 
of  the  ice. 

On  the  ITth,  they  encamped  on  the  most  southerly  of  the 
Rein-deer  Islands.  The  night  was  very  stormy,  but  the 
wind  abating  in  the  morning,  they  proceeded,  and  by  sunset 
reached  the  fishing  huts  of  the  Company  at  Stony  Point. 
Here  they  found  Mr.  Andrews,  a  clerk  of  the  Hudson*s  Bay 
Company,  who  regaled  them  with  a  supper  of  excellent 
white  fish,  for  which  that  part  of  Slave  Lake  is  particularly  cele- 
brated. They  setofi^in  the  morning  before  day  break,  with  seve- 
ral companions  and  arrived  at  Moose- deer  Island  about  one 
ID  the  afternoon,  where  they  had  the  great  satisfaction  of  again 
meeting  Mr.  Back.  Their  mutual  feelings  on  meeting  again  af- 
ter having  passed  through  such  a  series  of  sufferings  was  of  the 
moat  affecting  kind.  Mr.  M'Vicar,thechief  resident  at  Moose- 
deer  Island  received  them  with  the  greatest  kindness,  and  by 
his  attention  to  their  diet  and  their  comforts,  their  health  and 
strength  vrere  fully  restored.    Here  tbej  remained  until  Ilia 
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middle  of  May,  duriag  which  time  the  remainder  of  the  stores 
iateoded  for  Akaitcbo  and  his  people  arriTed  ;  and  the  cap- 
tain bad  sufficient  to  add  an  additional  present  of  ammunition 
to  every  one  who  bad  assisted  them.  On  the  26th  they  set 
out  for  Fort  Chipewyan,  where  they  arrived  on  2nd  of  June, 
which  they  quitted  on  the  5th,  and  proceeded  to  Norway 
House,  which  they  reached  on  the  4th  of  July.  At  this  place 
they  discharged  the  Canadian  voyagers,  sending  them  home 
by  canoes  which  were  going  to  Montreal.  On  the  14th,  they 
arrived  at  York  Factory,  thus  concluding  a  journey,  perhaps 
unparallelled  in  history,  of  upwards  of  five  thousand  five 
hundred  miles  by  land  and  waten 

That  this  journey  did  not  attain  all  its  objects  must  be  ad- 
mitted, yet  it  made  an  important  addition  to  the  northern 
boundaries  of  America  ;  and  not  only  established  the  fact  of 
an  ocean  on  that  side,  but  ascertained  its  latitude.  Captain 
Franldin*s  expedition  also  threw  much  light  on  arctic  disco- 
very, which  must  be  of  g^eat  service  in  all  new  attempts  to 
reach  the  North  Pole. 

The  importance  of  having  an  overland  expedition  at  the 
same  time  as  one  by  sea  for  the  Arctic  Regions,  had  so 
strongly  impressed  itself  on  the  British  government,  that  on 
Captain  Parry  sailing  again  in  1824  to  those  regions,  where 

''  Pals  sons  nnfelt  at  distance  roll  away» 

And  on  the  impassive  ice  the  lightnings  play/' 

It  veas  determined  that  Captain  Franklin  should  follow  in  the 
spring,  and  renew  his  arduous  task  of  traversing  those  bleak 
and  inhospitable  regions  to  the  northern  shores  of  America. 
Captain  Franklin  was  accompanied  by  Dr.  Richardson,  his 
former  travelling  companion,  Mr.  Drummond,  a  young  bo- 
tanist, and  others*  They  sailed  from  Liverpool  in  Februarj 
1825,  for  New  York  ;  and  thence  proceeded,  by  the  Lake 
Erie  Canal,  to  Lac  Huron,  where  the  party,  about  thirty  in 
number,  arrived  on  the  22nd  of  April,  182& 
From  Montreal  to  Lac  Huron,  no  incident  worth  record- 
R  V.  28.  Z  z  s 
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ing  occurred ;  but  the  journey  was  performed  with  eaie  and 
expedition ;  every  man  enjoyed  excellent  health  and  daily 
felt  his  spirits  becomings  more  buoyant  from  the  continued 
calmness  and  fineness  of  the  weather.  On  the  24th  of  Apnl« 
the  party  were  to  embark  in  two  large  canoes  for  Fort  Wii« 
liam,  traversing  in  their  course  the  upper  end  of  Lac  Huron, 
Sault  St.  Marie  and  Lake  Superior.  From  thence  they  pro* 
ceed  in  four  canoes  by  Lae  la  Pluie»  Lake  Winipeg^  Cum« 
berland  House,  and  Methy-portage,  to  Athabasca,  where 
they  expect  to  overtake  three  boats  with  their  crews  of 
Argylshire-men  who  were  sent  out  from  England  in  the  sum* 
mer  of  1824,  and  have  had  ample  time  to  forward  the  in- 
struments and  luggage  entrusted  to  their  care. 

In  their  voyage  through  the  principal  lakes,  the  travellers 
ytfill  be  conveyed  in  American  steamboats,  and\irfaen  iUatac- 
(^cQimodation  cetises,  they  will  procure,  as  formerly,  the  ser- 
vices of  stout  Canadian  boatmen.  One  of  the  greatest  evils 
attendant  on  Hus  expedition,  is,  that  it  requires  upwards  of 
twelve  months  to  convey  them  to  what  may  be  called  the 
iiarting  point  of  discovery.  And  however  heavily  the  time 
may  hang  on  their  hands,  they  must  patiently  wait  the  tardy 
lapse  of  an  Arctic  winter,  and  even  after  the  sun  begins  to 
peep  above  the  horizon,  there  are  not  above  six  or  e^ht 
weeks,  during  which  they  can  travel  with  any  thing  like 
safoty. 

Fort  Reliance,  situated  on  the  shore  of  the  Great  Bear 
Lake,  and  the  most  northern  piece  of  masonry  in  the  world, 
was  expressly  built  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the  travel- 
lers, and  will  terminate  their  wanderings  for  the  first  season. 
This  spot  they  expect  to  reach  by  the  end  of  September,  and 
in  the  spring  Captain  Franklin  and  his  old  companion,  Mr. 
Back,  who  goes  out  on  promotion,  with  one  half  of  the  party, 
will  proceed  down  Mackenzie's  River,  and  from  thence  ex- 
plore the  ^coast  to  the  westward,  as  far  as  Icy  Cape  and 
Behring's  Straits.  Here  Captain  Beechy,  who  sailed  in  the 
Blossom  on  the  21st  of  May  1823,  is  to  endeavour  to  join 
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GKbtda  FranUin,  ud  after  reodefW  lihi  wrffiiililiiBtili 
to  !iy  pwrtee  Ifi  expldtatcvy  myesiigatioiit  U^^ 
Behiixqfs  Straits  as  are  imperfectly  kno^ti.  E^tiry'iSMg 
itat  tan  eontrilmte  to  the  sacceBs  of  thMe  seTtod  ib^eili- 
tioils  and  add  to  the  comSEbrt,  or  rather  lessen  the  prH)tit&)f^s 
of  Hit  enterprising  navigators  who  have  mndirtkkett  m^ 
has  been  done  by  government ;  they  are  aocompanied  als6'1Qr 
the  pngrers  and  wishes  of  every  Briton,  vhlBe  neiglibbtiifikik 
nations  look  on  flieir  efforts  witii  admiratioil  an^  iknsdc^fjr. 
Prom  their  known  talents  and  ardent  zeal  eveiy  thing  is  Or^U 
hoped ;  and  alfliongfa  ^^^' 

'^  ^is  not  in  mortals  to  oommaod  sneeess» 
Yet  they'll  do  more— they  'il  deserve  it,"         .     ^  ^  > 

Gaptstn  FIranklin  was  married  to  Miss  Eleanor  Porde^ 
a  lady  of  poetical  talents  of  the  highest  order,  the  daughter  of 
William  Porden,  Esq.  the  arcmtect  who  erected  the  king^s 
stables  at  Brighton,  Eaton  Hall,  the  seat  of  Lord  Grosyen^jc, 
and  other  buildings  which*  placed  his  name  high  in  his  pro* 
fession.  At  the  age  of  twenty.  Miss  Porden,  who  from  ehil^- 
hood  diMM>vered.  a  genius  for  poetry,  published  a  poem  U^fffi 
cantos,  eiititled  the  "  The  Veils,  or  the  Triumdi  -of  Con- 
stancy.**  The  union  of  poetical  grace  and  scientific  inteUigenpe 
in  this  poem  excited  much  admiration,  and  in  three  years. af- 
terwards it  was  followed  by  "  The  Arctic  Expedition,''  an  jn- 
teresting  poetic  tribute  to  the  gallant  adventurers  Gaplains  ~ 
Ross  andBuchan,  and  Lieutenants  Parry  andFranklin,  then 
engaged  in  one  of  the  most  perilous  enterprises  by  whioh-Ao 
present  age  has  been 'distinguished.  The  opening  oCl)m 
poem  had  a  pretty  allusion  to  the  labours  of  the  voyagera 

^'  Sail,  sail  adventurous  barks!  go  fearless  forth. 
Storm,  on  hit  glacier  seal,  the  miity  North, 
Gife  to  mankind  the  inhospitable  zone. 
And  Briton's  trideni  plant  in  seas  unknown* 

.,  Go!  sore  wher<rver  spietwe £lls  the  wn4»  *' 

, ,  ^giief  for  wan  long  sev0r*d  from  his  kind.  ■■ 
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The  anxiout  natioDs  watch  the  changing  gala«. 
And  pnty tn  and  blcMinga  swell  jour  flagging  anik.^ 

The  publicatioii  of  this  poem  is  said  to  have  led  to  her  ac- 
quaintance with  Captain  Franklin.  Miss  Porden  afterwards 
published  a  yery  spirited  Ode  on  the  Coronation  of  his  Ma- 
jesty Greorge  the  Fourth ;  but  her  grand  work  was  "  Coeur 
de  lion,  or  the  Third  Crusade,**  a  poem  in  sixteen  cantos, 
and  one  of  the  greatest  efforts  of  a  female  pen  in  the  annals 
of  English  literature. 

In  the  month  of  August,  1823,  Miss  Porden  {[aye  her  hand 
to  Captain  Franklin,  to  whom  she  had  been  some  time  en- 
gaged, and  who  had  then  recently  returned  from  the  land 
expedition  employed  to  assbt  in  exploring  the  Polar  Re- 
gions. Happy,  but  brief  was  their  union.  In  the  circum- 
stances of  Mrs.  Franklin^s  death  there  was  something  un- 
usually distressing.  Constitutionally  delicate,  it  has  been 
generally,  though  erroneously,  understood,  that  the  fatal 
event  was  occasioned  by  grief  at  her  husband's  departure, 
acting  upon  a  previously  debilitated  frame.  This,  however, 
was  not  the  case. 

Mrs.  Franklin  entered  with  energy  into  the  enterprising 
spirit  of  her  husband  ;  she  earnestly  wished  him  to  repeat 
the  attempt,  hoping  that  he  might  accomplish  the  object  so 
much  desired*  With  this  anticipation  she  looked  forward 
to  welcome  his  return ;  but,  a  pulmonary  complaint,  from 
which  she  had  suffered  nearly  two  jears,  reached  its  crisis 
about  the  time  that  Captain  Franklin  received  his  orders  to 
proceed.  She  expired  at  her  house,  Devonshire  Street,  on 
die  22nd  of  February,  aged  30,  exactly  one  week  after  hav- 
mg  bidden  her  husband  farewell,  leaving  a  daughter  eight 
months  old. 

Captain  Franklin  was  promoted  to  the  rank  of  commander 
m  1821,  and  to  that  of  Post  Captain  in  1822.  We  trust 
hiffher  hononrs  in  his  profession  and  the  reward  of  his  grate* 
ful  country  utill  await  him. 


0  /(.:  ^yu,. 
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TSE  NamflTe  of  the  TraYels  and  Besearehei  of  Mr.  Bok 
■om  bare  obtained  a  jusily  deaenred  attention  amei^  tlie 
readers  of  tlie  present  day.  In  his  introdoctory  pre&ce  to 
his  own  narratiYe  he  says,  '*  I  made  my  discoveries  alone, 
I  have  been  anxions  to  write  my  book  myself,  thongh  in  ao 
doing  the  reader  will  consider  me,  and  with  great  propriety, 
gnilty  of  temerity;  bnt  the  public  will  perhaps  gam  m  the 
fidelity  of  my  narrative  what  it  loses  in  elegance.  I  am  apt 
an  Englishman,  bnt  I  prefer  that  my  readers  should  reee«!Vl» 
from  myself,  as  well  as  I  am  able  to  describe  them,  an  ai-. 
count  of  my  proceedings  in  Egypt,  in  Nubia,  on  the  coait  of 
the  Red  Sea,  and  in  the  Oasis;  rather  than  mn  the  risk  tif 
having  my  meaning  misrepresented  by  anodier.  If  I  am 
intelligible,  it  is  all  that  I  can  expect  I  shall  state  notfmig 
but  the  plain  matters  of  figu^  as  they  occnrred^to  me  in  tftep^ 
countries,  in  1815-16-17-18  and  19.  A  description  of  i^^ 
means  I  took  in  making  my  researches,  the  difficnUies  I  had 
to  encounter,  and  how  I  overcame  tfiem,  wiU  give  a  toleraj^y 
correct  idea  of  the  manners  and  customs  of  thapeppb  t 
kad  td  deal  with.*  Much  has  been  written  on  Esfpt  wA 
Nnh^ljf.the  travellers  of  the  last  century,  jfy  l)eneli»  and 
the  n^Wi  sfavans,  wboi^  geaardmi^  these  oiw . 
tries  has  scarcely  leh  anyJ^O^a^^ 


.  /-^ 
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Ilamilton^  whose  description  is  unimpeached,  and  by  Mr. 
Burckhardt,  who  was  so  well  acquainted  with  the  language 
and  manners  of  these  people,  that  none  of  them  suspected 
him  to  be  an  European?  His  account  of  the  tribes  in  these 
countries  is  minutely  correct,  as  well  as  his  obsenrations  on 
modem  Egypt  and  Nubia  in  general. 

No  traveller  had  ever  such  opportunities  of  studying  the 
customs  of  the  natives  as  were  afforded  to  him,  for  none  had 
ever  to  deal  with  them  in  so  peculiar  a  manner.  His  con- 
stant occupation  was  searching  after  antiquities,  and  this  led 
him  in  the  various  transactions  he  had  with  them,  to  observe 
the  real  characters  of  the  Turks,  Arabs,  Nubians,  Bedo- 
weens,  and  Ababdy  tribes.  Thus  he  was  very  differently 
circumstanced  from  a  common  traveller,  who  goes  merely  to 
make  his  remarks  on  the  country  and  its  antiquities,  instead 
of  having  to  persuade  ignorant  and  superstitious  people  to 
undertake  a  hard  task,  in  labours,  with  which  they  were 
previously  totally  unacquainted. 

Mr.  Belzoni  was  born  in  the  city  of  Padua,  was  of  a  Ro* 
man  family,  which  had  resided  there  for  many  years.  The 
state  and  troubles  of  Italy  in  1800,  which  are  too  well 
known  to  require  any  comment,  compelled  him  to  leave  it, 
and  from  that  time  he  visited  different  parts  of  Europe,  and 
suffered  many  vicissitudes.  The  greater  part  of  his  younger 
days  he  passed  in  Rome,  the  former  abode  of  his  ancestors, 
where  he  was  preparing  to  become  a  monk  when  the  sud- 
den entry  of  the  French  army  into  that  city  altered  the 
trourse  of  his  education,  and  destined  him  to  travel  ever 
since.  His  family  supplied  him  occasionally  ^^-ith  remittan* 
ces;  but  as  they  were  not  rich,  he  contrived  to  live  on  his 
own  industry,  and  the  little  knowledge  he  had  acquired  in 
various  branches.  He  turned  his  chief  attention  to  hydrau- 
lics* a  science  tbat  he  bad  learned  in  Rome,  and  which  was 
ultimately  the  cause  of  his  going  to  Egypt  In  1803  he 
arrived  in  England,  and  soon  after  married,  and  after  re- 
siding in  it  nine  years,  he  formed  the  resolution  of  going  to 
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the  south  of  Europe.  Taking  Mn. '  Belwmi  witk  klliiK^lk 
visiied  Portugal,  Spain,  and  Malta,  ffom  wUek  latMr  |d«ft 
they  embarked  for  Egypt,  where  they  iMurined  from  1JS3A 
to  1819*  Hisre  he  vaa  the  disooveiker  of  amy  remaioaaf 
antiqaity  of  that  primitiTe  natioB.  He  opened  one  of  ti» 
two  famous  Pyramids  of  Ghiseh,  as  well  as  several  of  4be 
tombs  of  the  Ungs  at  Thebes.  Among  the  latter,  that  which 
has  been  prononneed  by  one  of  the  most  distingnisbed 
sdibfaors  of  (he  age  to  be  the  tomb  of  FMuaauithiSy  is  at  thb 
moment  the  prindpal,  the  most  perfect  and  splesriid  moiito^ 
ment  in  flut  coontry.  The  oelefamied  bast  of  young  Meii^ 
non,  now  in  the  British  Mosenm,  was  diMorered  by  Umi 
and  after  an  absence  of  twenty  years,  he  retomed  to  his 
native  land,  and  from  thenoe  proceeded  to  England. 

On  the  19th  of  May,  1815,  Mr.  Belsoni,  his  wife  and  an 
Irish  lad,  named  James  Curtain,  set  sail  from  Malta,  and 
arrived  at  Alexandria  on  th^  9th  of  June.  The  pnncipal 
cause  of  his  .going  to  Egypt  was  the  project  of  eonstmetinf 
hydraulic  machines,  to  irrigate  the  fields,  by  a  system  much 
easier  and  more  economical  than  what  is  in  use  in  teC 
country.  On  entering  the  harbour  of  Alexandria^  the  pitot 
informed  them  that  the  plague  was  in  the  town.  To^'aii 
European  who  had  never  been  in  that  country,  tills  iris 
alarming  intelligence,  and  wishing  to  have  some  infoRnaiiMi 
concerning  the  state  of  the  disease,  Mr.  Belaoni  did  Mt 
land  till  the  next  day,  when  two  European  genflemen  canto 
alongside  in  a  boat,  and  said  that  the  plague  md  xapidiy 
diminishing.  They  then  landed,  but  widi  much  caution,  an3 
proceeded  to  the  French  Occale,  where  they  irei^  to  pef>- 
fbrm  quarantine.  Fortunately,  St  John's  dmj,  which  is  ttie 
S4th  of  June,  when  the  plague  is  supposed  to  ceate,  "Mt 
neior.  Some  superstitious  persons  attribute  this  i0  4n 
power  of  the  saint  lumself ;  but  it  is  well  known,  that  Bxtr^mk 
heal  checks  the  plague  in  ttie  same  manner  as'die  cold  adf^ 
son;  and,  Aal  when  the  heat  of  miidmietr h^itot  m  greats 
usual  theplignn  lasts  tanget;  irUto/ oii' tbe  ^^tji«t  4i^ 
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when  the  cold  season  continues  longer,  ihe  plague  comes 
kier 

The  Occale  is  an  enclosure  of  several  houses,  so  disposed 
as  to  form  a  square.  There  is  no  entrance  to  the  area  of 
the  square  but  by  the  great  gate,  leading  to  a  common  stair- 
case, above  which  a  gallery  leads  to  every  house.  In  plague 
time,  the  people  of  these  habitations  must  communicate  with 
each  other  without  touching;  no  provision  can  enter  without 
being  passed  through  water,  nor  must  bread  be  touched 
whilst  warm.  The  disease  is  so  ea<dly  caught,  that  a  pieee 
of  thread  blown  by  the  wind  is  quite  sufficient  to  infect  the 
whole  country.  Had  it  been  known  that  they  were  ill,  no 
one  would  have  approached  them,  except  the  Arabs,  who  go 
in  case  of  sickness  indiscriminately  to  every  one;  and  are 
thus  likely  to  spread  the  plague,  by  giving  it  to  those  who 
have  it  not  Many  die  the  victims  of  neglect,  merely  because 
every  disease  is  taken  for  the  plague;  others  are  victims  of 
a  different  kind,  of  the  atrocious,  interested  views  of  their 
relatives,  who,  profiting  by  their  death,  may  take  what  ad* 
vantage  they  please,  even  by  poison,  as  no  investigatioB 
takes  plaoe  in  any  instance.  ''  He  died  of  the  plague"  is  the 
general  cry,  whatever  may  be  the  disease ;  and  as  several 
hundreds  perish  daily,  they  are  all  carried  away  without  dis- 
tinction. 

After  the  24th  of  June,  called  the  great  St.  John,  the 
plague  nearly  ceased,  and  desirous  of  reaching  Cairo,  they 
hired  a  boat,  in  company  with  Mr.  Turner,  an  English  gen- 
tleman, who  was  going  up  the  Nile.  They  sailed  on  the  Ist 
of,  July,  but  owing  to  the  contrary  winds,  were  brought  back 
the  same  evening.  The  next  day  they  re-embarked,  and 
were  then  obliged  to  land  at  Aboukir^  in  consequence  of 
high  winds,  and  visited  the  place  where  General  Abercromby, 
and  many  of  the  brave  army  under  his  command,  had  fidlen 
in  war,  and  to  the  glory  of  their  country.  Several  human 
bones  were  scattered  about. 

Continuing  their  voyr-ge  the  same  day,  thet  entered  the 
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mouth  of  ihe  Nile,  and  landed  at  Rosetta;  and  in  four  days 
more  arrived  atBoolak,  within  a  mile  of  Cairo.  The  buiiinig 
scene  here  was  most  striking.  The  majestic  appeannce 
of  Turkish  soldiers  in  yarious  costumes,  without  regularity 
or  discipline^  Arabs  of  many  tribes,  boats,  canjeas,  camels, 
horses  and  asses,  all  in  motion,  presented  a  striking  piotnie. 
Mr.  Belzoni  landed,  and  went  immediately  to  Cairo;  and  as 
the  holy  fathers  of  the  convent  of  Terrasanta  could  not  re- 
ceive women  within  their  walls,  they  were  accommodated 
in  an  old  house  in  Boolak,  belonging  to  Mr*  Baghos,  to 
whom  Mr.  Belzoni  was  reconmiended  He  was  the  princi* 
pal  interpreter  of  Mahomed  Ali,  and  director  of  all  fcweign 
affairs;  a  man  of  great  acuteness  of  understanding,  and  so 
well  disposed  towards  strangers,  particularly  Europeans, 
that  it  was  soon  arranged,  that  on  a  particular  day  he  was  to 
be  presented  to  his  highness  the  Bashaw,  to  make  a  proposal. 

The  house  they  inhabited  was  old  and  out  of  repair,  all  the 
windows  were  shut  up  with  broken  wooden  rails;  the  stair* 
case  was  in  a  wretched  condition,  and  scarcely  a  step  entire; 
the  door  was  fastened  simply  by  a  pole  placed  against  it, 
having  neither  lock  nor  any  thing  else  to  secure  the  entrance. 
There  were  many  rooms  in  it,  but  the  ceiling  in  all  of  them 
was  in  a  most  threatening  state.  They  had  mattresses  and 
linen,  otherwise  they  must  have  adopted  the  Arab  method  of 
sleeping :  as  there  are  no  chairs  in  this  country,  they  sat  on 
the  ground;  a  box  and  a  trunk  served  as  a  table;  fortunately, 
they  had  a  few  plates,  as  well  as  knives  and  forks,  which 
they  had  provided  to  use  in  the  boat;  and  Jami:8,  the  Irish 
lad,  bought  a  set  of  culinary  utensils  of  pottery.  Such  were 
their  accommodations. 

Mr.  Belzoni  took  an  opportunity  of  going  to  tee  the  won* 
der  of  the  winrld,  the  pyramids,  with  Mr.  Turner,  who  ob» 
tained  ao  escort  of  soldiers  from  the  Bashaw  to  accompany 
them.  They  went  there  to  sleep,  that  they  might  ascend  the 
pyramid  early  enough  in  the  mominf  to  see  the  risiog  of  the 
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ton;  and  accordingly  were  on  the  top  of  i(  long  before  the 
dawn  of  day.  The  scene  was  majestic  and  grand  far  beyond 
description;  a  mist  over  the  plains  of  Egypt  formed  a  veil, 
which  ascended  and  yanished  gradually  as  the  sun  rose  and 
unreiled  to  the  view  that  beautiful  land,  once  the  site  of 
Memphis.  The  distant  view  of  the  smaller  pyramids  on  tho 
south  marked  the  extension  of  that  vast  capital;  while  the 
solemn,  endless  q»ectacle  of  the  desert  on  the  west  inspired 
roYerence  for  the  all-powerful  Creator.  The  fertile  lands 
on  the  north,  with  the  serpentine  course  of  the  Nile,  descend* 
ing  towards  the  sea;  the  rich  appearance  of  CSairo,  and  its 
numerous  minarets,  at  the  foot  of  the  Mokatam  mountain  on 
the  east,  the  beautiful  plain  which  extends  from  the  pyrai* 
mids  to  that  city ;  the  Nile,  which  flows  mi^ificently  through 
the  centre  of  the  sacred  valley,  and  the  thick  groves  of  palm 
trees,  altogether  formed  a  scene,  of  which  very  imperfect 
ideas  can  be  given  by  the  most  elaborate  description*  Hav- 
ing examined  several  of  these  mausoleums,  they  returned  to 
Cairo  with  the  satisfaction  of  having  seen  a  wonder,  which 
they  had  long  desired,  but  never  supposed  they  should 
have  the  happiness  to  behold. 

Soon  after  this  Mr.  Baghos  introduced  Mr.  Belzoni  to 
the  Bashaw,  that  he  might  come  to  some  arrangement  re- 
specting the  hydraulic  machine,  which  he  proposed  to  con* 
struct  for  watering  the  gardens  of  the  seraglio,  and  which 
was  in  fact  the  main  object  of  his  visit  to  Egypt*  As  they 
were  proceeding  towards  the  palace,  through  one  of  the 
principal  streets  of  Cairo,  a  brutal  Turk  struck  Mr.  Belzoni 
so  fiercely  on  tho  leg  with  his  stinrup,  that  it  tore  away  « 
large  piece  of  flesh*  The  blow  was  so  severe^  and  the  dia* 
charge  of  blood  so  copious,  that  be  was  obliged  to  be  con- 
veyed home,  where  he  remained  under  cure  thirty  days 
before  be  could  support  himself  on  the  wounded  leg.  When 
•Ue  to  leave  the  house,  he  was  presented  to  the  Bashaw, 
who  received  iiini  very  Evilly  t  but  on  being  told  of  ihe 
MUBfortme  which  had  happen(2&  lo  Vsam,  coaXeoiMAL  Voamlf 
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With  coolly  observing,  *'  that  such  accidents  eotild  not  ho 
avoided  where  there  were  troops." 

An  arrangement  was  immediately  concluded  for  erecti^ 
a  machine  which  was  to  raise  as  much  water  with  one  ox,  t't 
the  ordinary  ones  do  with  four.  Mr.  Belzoni  soon  found 
however,  that  he  had  many  prejudices  to  encounter,  and 
many  obstacles  to  overcome,  on  the  part  of  those  who  were 
employed  in  the  construction  of  the  work,  as  well  as  of  those 
who  owned  the  cattle  engaged  in  drawing  water  for  the 
Bashaw's  gardens.  The  fate  of  a  machine  which  had  been 
sent  from  England,  taught  him  to  augur  no  good  for  that 
which  he  had  undertaken  to  construct.  Though  of  the  motii 
costly  description,  and  every  way  equal  to  perform  what  it 
was  calculated  to  do,  it  had  failed  to  answer  the  unreasonable 
expectations  of  the  Turks,  because  **  the  quantity  of  water 
raised  by  it  was  not  sufficient  to  inundate  the  whole  country 
in  an  hour,  which  was  their  measure  of  the  power  of  an 
English  water- wheel.^ 

While  Mr.  Belzoni  resided  at  Cairo  a  revolution  broke 
out  among  the  soldiers,  and  some  of  the  troops  pursued  tbi 
Bashaw  to  the  citadel,  whither  he  had  retired  for  safety. 
All  the  soldiers  ran  after  him,  but  as  to  the  rest  of  the  people, 
no  one  came  out  of  their  houses.  All  the  Franks  in  their 
quarter  were  alarmed,  and  prepared  for  defence,  in  case  the 
gates  should  be  attacked.  Mr.  Belzoni  proceeded  to  the 
house  of  Mr.  Baghos,  in  the  same  quarter,  as  he  had  business 
with  him.  He  had  not  gone  far,  when  he  met  a  body  of 
armed  soldiers  running  towards  the  centre  of  the  town. 
Advancing  further,  he  heard  several  muskets  discharged  in 
a  street  near,  and  many  others  at  some  distance:  indeed 
there  was  a  continual  firing  kept  up.  On  approaching  tfaie 
Esbakie,  he  saw  several  soldiers  running  towards  the  serag^ 
Ko,  and  others  hastening  towards  him.  When  Aey  came  up 
one  seised  the  bridle  of  his  donkey,  while  another  took  fattDOL 
by  the  eollor,  and  the  rest  were  bumd  Vn  Y>K\ti^\i^  >(^^^^^% 
Mr  had  fortamtteiy  but  a  few  A6\^aTs  W  \v\»  ^o«exsv«tv. " 

4.va 
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For  several  days  they  kept  close  in  the  honae :  during  this 
time,  the  soldiers  plundered  the  shops  in  Cairo,  and  the 
Bashaw  sent  the  Syrian  horse  against  them,  now  known 
under  the'  appellation  of  Tartoor.  These  were  the  only 
troops  faithful  to  him ;  but  being  mounted,  they  could  not 
follow  the  Albanians,  who  were  posted  in  ploughed  fields 
between  Cairo  and  Boolak.  One  day  the  cavalry  advanced 
and  the  Albanians  retired  towards  Boolak.  The  house  in 
which  Mr.  Belzoni  resided  wns  so  situated,  that  from  the 
upper  part  of  it  he  could  see  the  firing  of  the  troops  on  one 
side,  and  on  the  other  the  confusion  of  the  people,  who  had 
taken  to  the  boats,  which  were  soon  crowded  with  them, 
and  in  the  hurry  many  of  them  went  adrifL  There  was  a 
universal  cry  among  the  people,  and  the  troops  advanced  to 
the  very  entrance  of  the  town ;  but,  fortunately,  they  were 
prevented  from  coming  in  by  the  cavalry,  who,  by  making 
a  circuit,  had  taken  post  on  the  road.  The  confusion  con- 
tinued in  this  manner  for  several  days:  at  last,  after  having 
plundered  and  ravaged  Cairo  at  their  pleasure,  the  troops 
retired  to  their  camps,  and  in  a  few  days  more  matters  were 
arranged  again.  The  discontented  troops  were  all  sent  to 
encampments  in  various  stations,  at  a  distance  from  Cairo, 
and  part  towards  Mecca;  but  the  European  exercise,  to  in- 
troduce which  was  said  to  have  been  the  cause  of  the  revolt 
of  the  troops,  was  wholly  abandoned,  and  consigned  to  ob- 
livion. Turks  are  averse  to  controul  of  any  sort,  and  parti- 
cularly to  what  is  not  the  result  of  Mahommedan  customs. 

One  of  the  bufibons  of  the  Bashaw  took  it  into  his  head 
one  day,  for  a  frolic,  to  shave  his  beard;  which  is  no  trifle 
among  the  Turks,  for  some  of  them  would  sooner  have  their 
head  cut  off  than  beard;  he  borrowed  some  Frank's  dothea 
of  the  Bashaw's  apothecary,  who  was  from  Europe,  and^ 
after  dressing  himself  in  European  costume,  presented  him- 
self as  an  European,  who  could  not  speak  a  single  word 
either  of  Turkish  or  Arabic,  which  is  often  the  case.  Being 
m  the  dark,  the  Bashaw  took  him  for  what  he  represented 
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Ummlif  to  be,  and  sent  iauiiediately  for  tfie  interpMPterj  lin^ 
pot  iOB6  qoesdoiii  to  bim  in  Italian,  which  be  did  net 
answer;  be  was  then  questioned  in  French^  but  no  reply; 
and  next  in  the  German  and  Spanish  languages,  and  still  be 
was  silent;  at  last,  when  be  saw  that  they  were  all  deceived, 
the  Bashaw  not  excepted,  he  burst  out  in  plain  Turkish,  the 
only  lang^uage  be  was  acquainted  with,  and  bis  well  known 
voice  told  them  who  be  was;  for  such  was  the  change  of  bis 
person,  particularly  by  the  cutting  off  bis  beard,  that  otheiw 
wise  they  could  scarcely  have  recognised  him*  The  Bashaw 
was  delighted  with  the  fellow;  and,  to  keep  up  the  frolic, 
gave  him  an  order  on  the  treasury  for  an  enormous  sum  of 
money,  and  sent  him  to  the  Kaciabay,  to  present  himself  as 
a  Frank,  to  receive  it  The  Kaciabay  suurtod  at  the  immeur 
sity  of  the  sum,  as  it  was  nearly  all  that  the  treasury  could 
furnish;  but  upon  questioning  this  new  European,  it  was 
soon  discovered  who  he  was.  In  this  attire  be  went  home 
to  his  women,  who  actually  thrust  him  out  of  the  door;  and 
such  was  the  disgrace  of  cutting  off  his  beard,  that  even  his 
fellow  buffoons  would  not  eat  with  him  till  it  was  grown 
again. 

Having  beard  of  electricity,  the  Bashaw  sent  to  England 
for  two  electric  machines,  one  with  a  plate,  the  othw 
with  a  cylinder.  The  former  was  broken  by  the  way,  the 
latter  was  dismounted.  The  physician  of  the  Bashaw,  an 
Arminian,  did  not  know,  though  it  was  so  easy  a  matter,  bow 
to  set  it  up.  Mr.  Bclzoni  happening  to  be  at  the  garden 
one  evening,  when  they  were  attempting  it,  and  could  not 
succeed,  he  was  requested  to  put  the  several  pieces  toge- 
ther, and  having  done  so,  ho  made  one  of  the  soldiers  mount 
on  the  insulating  stool,  charged  the  machine,  and  gave  the 
Turk  a  good  shock ;  who,  expecting  no  such  thing,  uttered 
a  load  cry,  and  jumped  off  much  terrified.  The  Bashaw 
laughed  at  the  man's  jumping  off,  supposing  bis  fright  to  be 
a  trick,  and  not  the  effect  of  the  machine;  and  when  told 
that  it  was  aotually  occasioned  by  the  macUne,  be  affirvAmi 
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podtiyely  that  it  could  not  be,  for  the  soldier  was  at  stteh  £ 
distance,  that  it  was  impossible  the  small  chain  he  held  ia 
his  hand  could  have  such  power.  Mr.  Belzoni  then  desired 
the  interpreter  to  inform  his  highness,  that  if  he  would  mount 
the  stool  himself,  he  would  be  convinced  of  the  fact  He 
hesitated  for  a  while  whether  to  believe  it  or  not;  however 
he  mounted  the  stool,  the  chain  was  put  into  his  hand*  and 
he  received  a  pretty  smart  shock.  He  jumped  off,  like  the 
soldier,  on  feeling  the  effect  of  the  electricity;  but  imme- 
diately threw  himself  on  the  sofa  in  a  fit  of  laughter,  not 
being  able  to  conceive  how  the  machine  could  have  such 
power  on  the  human  body. 

During  Mr.  Belzoni's  stay  at  Soubra,  a  circumstance 
occurred,  which  shewed  plainly  the  country  he  was  in,  and 
the  people  he  had  to  deal  with*  Some  particular  bnaiiieis 
calling  him  to  Cairo,  he  was  on  his  ass  in  one  of  the  narrow 
streets,  where  he  met  a  loaded  camel.  The  space  that  re* 
mained  between  the  camel  and  the  wall  was  so  Htfie,  that  be 
could  scarcely  pass;  and  at  that  moment  he  was  met  by  a 
Binbashi,  a  subaltern  officer,  at  the  head  of  his  men.  For 
the  instant  he  was  the  only  obstacle  that  prevented  his  pro* 
ceeding  on  the  road,  and  he  could  neither  retreat  nor  turn 
round,  to  give  him  room  to  pass.  The  soldier  seeing  it  was 
a  Frank  who  stopped  his  way,  gave  him  a  violent  blow  on 
his  stomach.  Not  being  accustomed  to  put  up  with  such 
salutations,  Mr.  Belzoni  returned  the  compliment  with  his 
whip  across  the  shoulders  of  the  Binbashi;  upon  which  he  in- 
stantly took  his  pistol  out  of  his  belt,  and  fired  at  the  heed 
of  Mr.  Belzoni,  singed  his  hair  near  the  right  ear,  and  killed 
a  soldier  who  at  this  time  had  come  behind  him.  Finding 
that  he  had  missed  his  aim,  he  took  out  a  second  pistol,  but 
his  own  soldiers  assailed  and  disarmed  him. 

A  great  noise  arose  in  the  street,  and  as  it  happened  to  b^ 
near  the  seraglio  in  the  Esbakie,  some  of  the  guards  m  np, 
but  on  seeing  what  the  matter  was,  they  interfered  aid 
§t6ppeii  the  Bbbash*.    Mr.  Belzoni  mounted  4b  clM^, 
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flid  rode  oflf  to  Mr.  Baghos,  and  told  him  what  had  happened; 
they  repaired  immediately  to  the  citadel,  saw  the  Bashaw, 
and  related  the  circumstance  to  him.  He  was  mnch  con* 
cemed,  and  wished  to  know  where  the  soldier  was,  but  ob- 
served, that  it  was  too  late  that  evening  to  have  him  taken 
np,  however,  he  was  apprehended  the  next  day.  This  was 
a  lesson  to  Mr.  Belzoni,  who  took  good  care  in  fhtore,  not 
to  give  the  least  opportunity  of  the  kind  to  men  of  that  de- 
scription, who  can  murder  an  European  with  as  much  in- 
difference as  they  would  kill  an  insect. 

A  charming  young  lady,  about  sixteen  years  of  age,  daugh- 
ter of  the  Chevalier  Booty,  consul-general  of  Sweden,  went 
out  of  her  house,  in  company  with  her  mother,  sister,  and 
some  other  ladies,  to  go  to  a  bath.  They  formed  a  caval- 
cade on  asses,  as  is  the  custom  of  the  country,  and  had  not 
proceeded  far  from  their  door  when  they  met  a  soldier,  (a 
monster  it  should  seem)  who  took  a  pistol  from  his  belt,  and 
with  the  greatest  coolness,  fired  and  killed  the  young  lady 
She  was  one  of  the  most  amiable  creatures,  both  in  manners 
and  person,  that  e\%r  lived;  and  was  most  deservedly  lac 
mented  by  every  one  who  knew  her.  To  the  honour  of 
Mahommed  Ali,  the  monster  was  taken  and  executed,  but 
what  satisfaction  could  this  be  to  her  afflicted  parents. 

The  Arabs  of  Soubra  exhibit  as  much  festivity,  when  a 
marriage  of  consequence  takes  place,  as  those  of  any  of  the 
Tillages  in  Egypt  Early  in  the  morning  of  the  grand  holi- 
day, a  high  pole  is  planted  in  the  centre  of  the  place,  with  a 
banner  belong^g  to  the  village.  A  large  assembly  of  people 
gather  under  it,  and  preparations  are  made  for  an  illumina- 
ti<m  with  glass  lamps,  &c.  The  Arabs  from  other  villages 
come  to  the  feast  in  procession,  beating  their  tambourines, 
and  waving  their  flags.  At  some  distance  from  the  pole 
they  halt,  and  do  not  advance  till  a  deputation  is  sent  to 
kvite  them  to  the  feast  The  elders  of  the  village  seat 
themselves  aroimd  and  under  the  pda,  and  the  strangers  at 
a  little  distance.    One  of  die  villagers  near  the  pole  lie|^ 
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to  8ifig»   tnemwhile  the  rest  divide  dieHiielf^ev  into 
parties,  fonniog'  two  circles,  one  widun  the  other,  nmad  Hbm 
pole  and  facing  each  otiier.    By  each  man  patting  bit  ams 
OTer  his  ne^fabonr^s  shoulders,  each  circle  forms  a  continiioiw 
diain.    The  outer  circle  stand  still,  while  the  people  of  tha 
inner  circle  keep  dancing  and  bowing  in  an  orderij  ^^^^fff 
to  those  in  the  outer.    Thus  they  continue  for  three  hours. 
Some  of  the  Hadgees,  who  are  desirous  of  exhibiting  thmr 
powers  in  ceremoniai  devotion,  go  on  for  two  hours,  Vnding 
their  bodies  nearly  to  the  ground,  and  raising  them  up  again 
with  such  quickness,  that  it  would  be  imposaiUe  for  any  one 
who  is  not  accustomed  to  it,  to  undergo  such  exertion  a 
quarter  of  an  hour.    All  the  women  are  at  a  distance  Ofj 
themselves,  and  among  them  b  the  bride.    When  the  danc- 
ing and  singing  is  ended,  they  all  sit  down  in  large  circlei^ 
and  a  great  quantity  of  boiled  rice  is  brought  to  them  in  laigf 
wooden  bowls,  besides  a  number  of  dishesof  melokia  and 
bamiesy  (plants  eaten  in  common  by  the  Arabs  as  greeaa^. 
and  three  or  four  large  sheep  roasted,  which  are  immediately 
torn  to  pieces  and  devoured.     For  the  drinking  department 
they  have  a  number  of  boys,  who  are  fully  employed  in 
fetching  water  in  large  bardacks  from  the  Nile.    At  nighl^ 
the   pole  and  all  the  place  around  it  is  iliumiuated;  th^ 
people  seat  themselves  in  an  orderly  manner,  in  the  form  of 
an  amphitheatre,  the  women  forming  a  part  of  the  circle^ , 
separate  from  the  men.    A  band  of  tambourines  and  pipes 
is  continually  playing,  and  the  entertainment  begins  with 
dancing,  by  two  well-known  and  distinguished  performers. 

.  When  the  dancing  is  at  an  end,  a  sort  of  play  is  performed^ 
the  intent  of  which  is  to  exhibit  life  and  manners,  as  in  the 
European  theatres.  The  subject  represented  an  Hadgee^ 
who  wants  to  go  to  Mecca,  and  applies  to  a  camel-driver  to 
procure  a  camel  for  him;  the  driver  imposes  on  him,  by  npt. 
letting  him  see  the  seller  of  the  camel,  and  putting  a  highfor 
price  on  it  than  is  really  asked,  giving  so  much  less  to  thp 
sdier  ttan  he  received  from  the  purchaser.    A .  eamA  ^ 


IN    EGYPT    AND    NUBIA. 

at  lengdi  seeminji^ly  produced,  which  oonsisti  of  two 
Mvered  orer  with  a  cloth  and  apparently  iu  waiting  to  Mt  out 
f(Mr  Mecca.  The  Hadgee  mounts  and  attempts  to  tide,  hat 
fiods  the  camel  so  had  a  beast  that  he  requires  his  money  t» 
be  returned.  An  altercation  then  arises  between  the  driTer 
and  the  buyer,  during  which  the  real  owner  of  the  caasal 
appears,  and  on  examination  finds  that  the  driver  has  subati- 
tnted  a  camel  of  inferior  value,  and  was  thus  defrauding  the 
buyer  and  seller.  Upon  this  the  driver  is  severely  beaten  and 
in  conclusion  runs  away.  The  whole  audienoe  appeared  well 
pleased  with  the  performance. 

This  was  followed  by  another  performance,  deseribiag  a 
Buropeaa  on  his  travels.  Arriving  at  the  house  of  a  poor 
Arab^  he  wished  to  obtain  refreshment  The  former  mad0 
an  ostentatious  parade  of  his  wealdi  by  ordering  his  wife  to 
kiD  a  sheep,  and  this  command  she  seems  to  obey,  but  quickly 
returns  with  an  account  that  the  flock  had  strayed  to  a  great 
distance  and  could  not  be  found.  Upon  this  information  he 
directs  several  fowls  to  be  killed ;  but  she  returns  and  states 
that  she  cannot  catch  them.  She  is  then  sent  to  procure  a 
supply  of  pigeons^  but  every  pigeon  is  absent  from  their  roost. 
At  length,  as  their  only  remaining  resource,  the  traveller  is 
provided  with  a  meal  of  sour  milk  and  bread,  which  coti* 
eludes  the  entcrtwnment. 

Mr.  Bankes,  jnn.  arrived  soon  after  this  period,  as  did 
filto  the  celebrated  traveller  Burckhardt,  and  Mr.  Salt  the 
tiritisb  consul.  During  an  interval  of  a  few  weeks,  in  which 
Mr.  Uankcs  proceeded  to  Mount  Sinai  and  visited  other  in* 
tcrosting  pluces,  Mr.  Belzoni  had  finished  his  water  machine, 
and  every  preparation  being  made,  on  a  stated  day  the  Ba- 
shaw arrived  from  Alexandria  and  attended  the  exhibition  of 
the  powers  of  the  machine,  accompanied  by  several  peraoni 
who  were  considered  to  possess  a  considerable  acquaintanaiB 
wHb  hydraulics.  The  principle  of  the  machine  was  thai  oTa 
crane  having  a  large  treKd  wheel,  in  which  an  ox  was  to  walk 
and  draw  up  more  water  than  four  oxen  could  accoropfish  oq 
P.  V.  24.  4  B 
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tM 'plans  at  thAi  time  adopted  in  the  t^omktrjr^ 
being' put  in  inotioD,  drew  six  times  the  quantity  oif 
^which  their  own  machines  produced ;  bat  a  eomdaraUe^Ud 
of  envy  and  prejudice  was  manifested  by  the  nati^«g  ttgaiiiil 
the  improved  metibod,  and  erery  impedbtteht  aad  ^l^ectiiin 
thrown  in  the  way  of  its  accompfisHment.  Mabomed  AK,:ilte 
bashaw,  could  not  but  notice  the  prejodioeeiiterttfiBed'by 
his  people,  and  admitted  that  great  improrement  was  ieffteted^ 
^or  instead  of  six  hundred  oxen  aud  drivers  being  Becenary 
to  procure  water,  it  was  evident  that  one  hundred  of  eaob 
would  be  sufficient.  A  circumstance  however  took  jrtaee 
which  put  a  stop  to  the  further  prosecution  of  these- pbai;' 

The  Bashaw  took  it  into  his  head  to  have  the  tnM'tabta 
out  of  the  wheel,  in  order  to  see,  by  way  df  flhoUob  ^hai  ef- 
fect the  machine  would  have  by  putting  fifteen  tten  ioEtO'it. 
James,  the  Irish  lad»  entered  with  them :  *butDO  sooner  lyid 
the  wheel  turned  once  round,  than  they  ril  Jmnped- o«t, 
leaving  the  lad  alone  in  it  The  wheel,  overbalaiieed  by  tke 
weight  of  the  water,  turned  back  with  sucb  Yelooity^  tiMt 
rtha  catch  was  unable  to  stop  it  The  lad  %as  tfmhhl  out, 
and  in  the  fall  broke  one  of  his  thighs.  Mr.  Bel»>iii*sl6(]lped 
the  wheel  before  it  did  farther  injury  which  migbt  bave4>e4n 
fatal  to  him. 

The  Turks  are  strong  believers  in  fatalism,  and  fliis'  «b^ 
dent  was  considered  by  them  as  so  bad  an  omen,  that  aobbm- 
panied  by  the  prejudices  which  were  manifest^  Ae  Bashaw 
was  prevailed  on  to  abandon  the  use  of  this  machine,  aad-to 
continue  the  use  of  those  already  worked  in  that  oonntry. ' 

Being  thus  defeated  in  the  further  pursuit  of  the  pbm  wkteh 
brought  him  to  Egypt,  and  also  deprived  of  that  pecuniary 
temuneration  which  he  expected,  as  he  received  not  the 
money  which  had  been  agreed  by  the  Bashaw  to  paly  inm, 
b&l  mind  was  led  to  the  contemplation  of  oAer  projects,  and 
ivfelt  particularly  reluctant  to  leave  a  country  aboniftKng 
with  the  grandest  works  of  the  ancients,  and  intheinvesdga- 
tioo  of  which  he  felt  pecaUar  delight.     Hii^  finances  hnw«lrer 
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mtto  too  4^iroiimMribed  to- afford  faim  the  opportimitj  of  pro* 
oeeding  to  any  distanoe,  ospeciallj  as  he  wai  accompani^  bj 
Mn.  BelionL 

r  •  Having  had  several  interviews  with  Mr.  Bnrckhordt  and 
Mr.  Salt  while  the  machine  was  in  progress,  during  which 
their  conversation  often  turned  naturally  on  the  antiquities  by 
which  they  were  surrounded,  the  removal  of  the  colossal  bust 
of  Memnon  U>  Great  Britain  had  been  started  by  Mr.  Burck- 
bardt  as  an  objeot  greatly  to  be  desired.  Being  much  dis- 
posed to  aooh  pursuits,  Mr.  Belaeoni  often  expressed  before 
them  with  what  satisfaction  he  shoidd  like  to  undertake  the 
removal  of  that  bust,  and  to  further  any  efforts  to  send  it  to 
the  British  Museum.  These  conversations  however  ended 
without  producing  any  decbive  measures,  and  upon  a  full 
consideration  he  at  length  resolved  to  trust  to  his  own  efforts, 
and  calculating  that  with  economy  he  could  make  a  voyage  f  o 
Assouan  and  back,  he  gave  way  to  his  enthusiastic  love  of 
antiquities,  and  which  he  had  cultivated  in  early  life  white 
resident  in  Italy,  he  resolved  to  ascend  the  river  Nile. 

Having  re:so]veiI  as  to  bis  course,  he  communicated  his 
intentions  to  Mr.  Burckbardt ;  and  on  applying  to  the  British 
Consul  to  request  him  to  procure  a  finnan,  or  protection 
from  the  Bashaw,  he  manifested  great  satisfaction.  Mr. 
Burckbardt  was  present  <it  the  time  of  his  application  to  the 
Consul,  and  they  said  that  it  was  their  wish  to  obtain'  the 
colossal  head,  and  to  make  a  present  of  it  to  the  British 
Museum.  They  requested  Mr.  Belzoni  to  undertake  the 
removal  of  it,  and  he  promised  to  use  his  endeavours  to^eflPefet 
it,  saying  that  it  would  afford  him  great  pleasure  in  removing 
it  to  that  place. 

In  consequence  of  thb  interview  the  foUoiring  plan  of  di- 
rections for  his  conduct  was  given  to  him. 

'*  Mr.  Belzoni  is  requested  to  prepare  the  necessary  imple- 
BMnts  at  Boolak,  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  head  of  a  statue 
of  the  younger  Memnon,  and  carrying  it  down  the  Nile.  He 
will  propeed  as  speedily  as  ciixumstances  will  allo^ ,  to  Siout^ 

4  B  2 
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hi|a£a«hawi.  oc  .whoever  may  be  kfit-iaf tto^i^liaiyQt^dlllll^ 
govBinanieat;  epd  be  will,  at  tbet  plac<e«  eoBfull  wit|i£Nlo4M 
S€eUeoatiie^9Hb)€jct  of  hia  fufilief « fffoeee^Agtr.  ^ficHvitt 
take  care  to  engage  a  proper  boat  for  bringing-  dena  ite 
heidii'  and  will  reqaett.Mr.  Scotto  ta  pnmde  bim  iirilh«  tel« 
diOKr  le  ge^  «p  witk  bim,  for  the  porpoie:  of  engaging  the .FeU 
lahf  t^-  w^  wheneYer  be  may  xeqoiffe  their  asaisteiieer  at 
otherwise  Ibey  are  not  likely  to  at&end  to  Mr-Belzoni'a^orrE 
ders;  and  he  should  on  ao  account  leare  Skrat >williQiil.aiii 
interpreter.  .  ;  ;•* 

"  Having  obtained  the  necessary  perminDon  to  Um  work* 
men^  &o.»  Mr.  Belsoni-'wiU  proceed  direct  la  Th0bea&'r.Ha 
will  find  the  head  referred  to  on  the  western  aide  of  <  the  rivei^ 
opposite  to  Camak,  in  the  vicinity  of  a  village  caUed^Chxnum^ 
lying  on  the  southern  side  of  a  mined  temple;^«thUEhd  by  the 
nativee  Kossar  el  Dekaki.  To  iho  head  is  jtitt  attaidkeAia 
portion  of  the  shonlders»  so  that  altogether  it  is  of  Inrgia^ 
mensions,  and  will  be  recognized— by  the  circumstanceaof 
its  lying  on  its  back  with  the  face  uppennos(l«-*by  the- Ihce 
behig  quite  perfect,  and  very  beautiliil-^byits  having,  oireM 
of  its  shoulders,  a  hole  bored  artificially^  supposed  to  have 
been  made  by  the  French  for  separating  the  fragment  of  tte 
body-*  and  from  its  being  amixed  blackisband  reddish  granitic 
and  covered  with  lueroglyptucs  on  its  shoulders.  It  must 'not 
be  mistaken  for  another,  lying  in  that  neighbourhood,  wbkli 
i#  much  mutilated. 

"  Mr.  Belzoni  will  spare  no  eTpense  or  trouble  in  gctftii^ 
it  a9  speedily  conveyed  to  the  banks  of  the  river  as  possible; 
and  he  will,  if  it  be  necessary,  let  it  wait  there  till  the  riveir 
1^11  have  attained  sufficient  height,  before  be  attempts  to 
get  it  into  the  boat.  But,  at  the  same  time,  he  is  requested 
not  to  attempt  removing  it,  on  any  account,  if  he  should 
judge  there  would  be  any  serious  risk  of  eitber  injuring^  tM 
bead,  of  burying  the  face  in  the  sand,  or  of  losing  it  iu'fbl 
lYlfe.    If,  on  arriving  at  the  ground,    he  should  "pdfWft 
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^IMrlidlnMilirlir^inadeqiiafe^  or  tfanf  tlie  diffiefMtto'i^raM^ 
WdeMddil^'ilron  the  naftsre  of  the  gr6uiid,  or  oOnflMiiM^ 
m%  nteljr' l«  {mrre  fai0iiniioinitiil>le«  lie  irilU'feit  on^/MBli^v 
qidsb  ife  enMrpiue,  and  ndt  enter  iertd  fbrtker >etptefl»' Ml' 
AAtseoQiciBt  •  ■■  '>-^- 

«*  Mr.  Bekoni  will  hafe  the  |;oo^e»  U  leepra^sepaitftli 
eeeount  of  the  expenses  incurred  ilk  this  undertaklng'y'wii^h^ 
•s  vett^  his  other  expensei^  will  gladly  be  reimfavrtfed ;  a4 
firom  the  knowledge  of  Mr^  BelEoni*iS  charaoteri  it  is  dOliit 
dentty  lyeKeved  they  will  be  as  reasonable^  as  cirsuinstanee^ 
will  allow. 

^  The  beat  meant  to  carry  the  head  staoaldbe  himd  for  a 
sufficient  time  to  allow  of  its  being  carried  directly  dawn  te 
▲lexiandria ;  bat,  on  the  way»  Mr.  Belzoni  will  not  fail  to 
stop  at  Boolak  for  further  instructions. 
i  **  If  Mr.  Belsoai  should  ascertain  the  certainty  of  his  being 
able  to  accomplish  hu  purpose,  he  is  requested  immediately 
to  dispatch  an  express  with  the  gratifybg  intelligence  to 
Cairo.  **  Hbnry  Salt.** 

Mr.  Salt  requested  that  Mr.  Belzoni  should  not  confine  his 
efforts  to  the  obtaining  the  bust  of  Memnon ;  bat  desired  ha 
would  purchase  any  other  productions  of  antiquity  which  he 
might  see  elig^le,  and  furnished  him  with  money  to  enable 
him  to  accomplish  it. 

All  things  being  now  ready*  on  the  30th  of  June  IhlQ,  be 
quitted  his  residence  at  Boolak  in  the  suburbs  of  Cairo  ao« 
companied  by  his  wife,  and  the  Irish  lad ;  he  also  took  with 
him  an  interpreter  who  had  formerly  been  in  the  French 
army.  On  the  5th  of  July  they  arrived  at  Manfalut»  where 
he  met  Ibrahim*  Bashaw  of  Upper  Egypt,  the  son  of  Maho- 
met Ali»  on  his  way  to  Cairo.  The  Bashaw  was  accompanie4 
by  Mr.  Drouetti,  formerly  consul  of  the  French  government. 
He  gave  Mr.  Belzoni  to  understand  that  the  Arabs  resident 
at  Thebesy  whither  he  was  now  proceeding,  were  too  idle 
a  people  to  be  prevailed  on  to  assist  in  raising  the  bust  of 
Memnon*    The  Bashaw  made  Mr.  Belzoni  a  present  of  the 


vered  in  one  of  the  tombs ;  '"'^  "^^  **-^^''f"^ytolfrdJrirm 
cU{rfoyM  ia  »efidMvolinng  U  got  ihi^  m^eofkt^pmfW i^^ 
wRb>«l  diMwes^  nd  told  Mi^  B«kotil  ftevwA  Jiolyntf  |# 
procure  if  for  bim^lf*  EUmng  timked  the  BiMlunti  ^ik^ 
BriflMiproMeded Ob  Ida  joooMj*  .oi  ;;  ;  ^n.fci- 

^'Oki  tlie6th^  ia-tbe  aftomooai  ho  anriMd  slL&iomL  ^Thd 
BttthriM '  Btfy  was  not  thoro*  but  waa  fxpeeiediia  two 
dir  three  days.  Mr.  Beleoni  ymiHiBd  «pon«  Ms«oiSmMo^  >th0 
phytidhm  of  Ibiahlkit  Bashaw*  to  wkom*4ie  waa^iffonadiiir 
iaformatioii  respecting  boats^  carpenters,  tee.  Uponfjuttsd^ 
dnehi^tfd  maftta^to  Mr.  Sootto,  he^ado  ttnny^diaeallMvi 
ihrit,  abont-obtaiduig  permission  to  hate'lhe^naaeaiaijuiwafc' 
Me'a;  then  there  were  no  boats  to^  be  faadf^amiiiezt^^flie 
host  was  a  mass  of  stone  not  worth  the  esnlBige^'^  hat^  hi 
j^biifily  recottmended  him  not  to  ttteddle^farllftrbiirfiieaSf'as 
he  wontd  mhet  ^th  many  disagreeriUb  'tte|;*^  'andf  binre 
many  serious  obstacles  to  encounter.  On  the  6di  day  Ae  Bey 
arrived.  He  received  Mr.  Belzoni  very  politely,  who  pM^ 
liented  a  letter  to  him  which  Mr.  Salt  bad  received  from  Ma- 
hbmet  Ali  himself,  and  he  then  faniished  him  with  eirden  *tb 
the  Casheff  of  the  province  df  Ermienls,  to  whom  IheFeHab^ 
of  Thebes  are  subject. 

Siout  is  the  capital  of  Sais,  or  Upper  Egypt,  ^heite  Is  4 
constant  commerce  kept  up  by  the  caravans  from  DarfoOTii 
Negroes,  feathers,  elephants'  teetlh,  and  gum,  ale  the  pritt^' 
cipal  articles  that  are  brought  to  maritet.  The  vieeroy'  oj* 
Upper  Egypt  is  always  the  first  to  select  what  he  pteasM  ffinS 
the  caravan  ;  for  which  he  fixes  his  own  pTTc6,  and  ^ys  what 
he  likes.  The  rest  is  for  the  merchants,  who  date  not  buy 
any  thing  till  the  viceroy  has  made  his  choice.  This  {^laoe  is 
celebrated  for  the  making  of  eunuchs.  As  soon  as  the  op^ 
ration  is  performed,  the  boys  are  buried  in  the  ground,  all 
but  the  head  and  shoulders ;  and  many,  who  are  not  of  strofijg 
constitutions,  die  with  the  excruciadng  pain.  It  is  calcuIafM. 
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4li»  ipMBtion,  doring  iti  perfonttanee  or  afWrwwAlo 
protea-fiitAl  to  twooutefthree.  -  .<  't^ 

Tbo  tyruumal  powor  ezeicued  by  tboio  io  autfHMity  uiajh 
be  iBMigiiied  firom  tke  Allowing  eiioumtteBoe*  A  ma%  «#«. 
brooght  before  the  Baifaaw  ofaaiged  with  n  particuler  onin^p: 
Having  put  two  or  three  questioiu  as  to  the  oiroam.MfPWW 
of  the  oaae^  he  sent  him  to  an  inferior  judge  qalied  a  Cafli. 
and  with  little  previous  oeremony  he  was  condemned  to  Ik^ 
tied  to  the  month  of  a  cannon,  which  blew  the  body  into  a 
thousand  pieces.  On  another  occasion  a  soldi^  bad  con- 
ducted himself  in  a  violent  manner  towards  two  Arabs»  bj 
whom  in  the  contest  be  was  afterwards  killed.  The  Arabf 
were  seised  and  fastened  to  a  pole  and  roasted  to  death  beforie 
a  fire.  Actions  so  revolting  to  human  nature  cannot  hut 
excite  sentiments  of  commiseration  in  the  minds  of  pyex^ 
Christian*  liviiig  under  the  regulated  and  defined  principles 
of  a  government  conducted  as  in  this  happy  land;  and  must 
lead  every  one  who  properly  reflects,  not  to  murmur  at  what 
he  may  suppose  to  be  erroneous  and  wrong  in  Ivis  own  na« 
tion^  but  to  admire  the  tendency  of  the  whole  system  of  the 
British  government  to  deal  faithfully,  equitably  and  merci- 
fully towards  every  subject,  whatever  their  rank  may  be. 

On  the  15th  Mr.  Belzoui  visited  a  convent  of  religious  at 
Acmin.  Some  of  the  fathers  accompauied  him  on  a  visit  to 
the  Casheff  or  governor  of  the  place,  who  being  given  to  un« 
derstand  that  Mr,  Belzoni  was  in  search  of  antiquities,  said 
that  there  were  many  in  the  neigbbourhood,  but  that  no 
one  could  obtain  them  because  they  were  uqclcr  the 
controul  of  a  spirit  whose  enchantments  it  would  be  danger- 
ous  to  meddle  with.  Mr.  Belzoni  in  reply  requested  to  have 
the  situation  pointed  out,  and  said  that  he  felt  himself  su  - 
perior  to  the  power  of  any  magical  opposition.  The  CoshefT 
however  said,  that  if  any  one  were  to  point  out  their  situation, 
the  spirit  would  certainly  inflict  some  punishment  upon  thein. 
'Ilie  Cashefi*  further  informed  him  that  at  the  distance  of  a 
few  miles  from  Acmin  there  was  a  rock,  in  which  was  fdf« 
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awrijagrtdraiyrf coniidtabia  aiae;  that  friawi atteiapto 
had  bee&iMde  togetit  oat,  and  omumb  bdb  had  bats  iMd 
iq^aioft  it  to  hntk  tkat  part  of  tlie  rook  witbrat  {Bodaoiag 
anjallboti  battbatapenoawbowaswiteaiiingtiwattMapl, 
throw  part  of  a  eacmaber  wbieh  he  was  eatfaq^  altiio  riiig« 
Md  it  immadiately  fell  oat  The  lielief  of  audi  an  ahmirdity 
mast  diew  in  what  a  state  of  ignoranee  and  fanatieisai  tlie 
people  of  this  country  live,  when  even  the  governor  was  tiias 
Uinded  and  prejndiced. 

On  the  19th,  Mr.  Belzoni  arrived  at  the  rains  of  the  temple 
-of  Tentyra,  sitnated  abont  two  miles  from  the'  river  Nile. 
The  grsndeur  of  the  scene  was  bnpressive  aad'fiHed  the*  be* 
^Ider  with  astonishment.  The  stmcture  was  in  a  state  of 
great  preservation,  and  the  hannonions  preporHoB  of  the 
varions  partu  excited  tlie  most  deligfatftd  feeHngi^  and  was 
altogether  a  magnificent  display  of  the  talents  and  powers 
of  tne  ancients.  It  is  supposed  to  have  been  erected  in  the 
t* me  of  ihe  first  Ptolemy,  the  founder  of  flie  great  Alexan- 
drian libiary,  so  well  known  as  one  of  the  wonders  of  the 
age.  Denon,  who  accompanied  Buonaparte  and  the  French 
army  into  Egypt,  considered  this  spot  as  the  sanctnaiy  of 
the  sciences  and  of  the  arts. 

The  front  is  adorned  with  a  beautiful  cornice,  and  a  frieae 
eovered  with  figures  and  hieroglyphics,  over  the  centre  of 
which  a  winged  globe  is  predominant,  and  the  two  sides  ate 
embellished  with  compartments  of  sacrifices  and  uflterli^ 
The  columns  that  form  the  portico  are  twenty-four  in  number, 
divided  into  four  rows,  including  those  in  the  fronL  On  en* 
tering  the  gate  the  quadrangular  form  of  the  capitals  strikes 
the  eye.  At  each  side  of  the  square  diere  is  a  colossal  head 
of  the  goddess  Isis  with  cows'  ears.  These  heads  are  mneh 
mutilated,  particularly  those  on  the  columns  in  the  front  of 
die  temple  facing  the  outside ;  but  notwithstanding  the  disad- 
vantage, and  the  flatness  of  their  form,  there  is  a  sfanpfieilf 
in  their  countenance  approaching  to  a  smile.  The  diafta  •! 
the  cohoaas  are  covered  with  hieroglyphics  and  %ores,  wUeb 
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4ma: whiiitte:  •eatttanoe  «id  tto  ttliWuiiyi^lB  HcttyvaSMed 

.  with'%iiee8  of  miftlter  nza  tka&  tlie  reAt^f  the  ^p&e&o^^Vbe 

meilinff  MntaiotUie  zodiac,  IfioloMd  b]^  two  longKAmle 

^fi^iire%  irfaioh  extend ivoni  toe  tide  tOF  tto  other  of  R.  ^The 

.  iroAlt  iM  diyided  into  geveiml  jqtaie'odmpartbieiits^'H^ 

.  iioittrauiig  figures  repveaentiiig  deities;  and  pl^sts  in  the  let 

of  offering  or  immolating  rictims.     On  all'die  waits,  eottfitfiis, 

•oeiliiig*  Of  architraves;  there  is  no  where  a  space  of  t#d  feet 

iiwt  ia  not  covered  with  %ares  of  human  beings,  amidttls, 

plaisti, :  emblems  of  agrioaltnre,  or  of  teligiotis  edremi^y. 

v.llis  inaer  apartments  are  much  the  same  as  tfie  portieoryi 

.covered  with  fignres  in  hasso  reUevo,  to  wliich  the  light  ^MMrs 

:  throngfa  smril  libiA  in  die  walls :  the  sanctuary  itself  is  qtiite 

dork.    la  the:  eoamer  of  it  is  the  door,  which  leads  to  the  rbof 

by  a  stairease,  the  walls  of  which  are  covered  with  fign^rerin 

basso  relievo.    On  the  top  of  the  temple  the  Arabs  had  biiiit 

a  village^ .  but  it  is  all  in  ruins,  as  no  one  now  lives  ^ere. 

Mr;  BehEoni  descended  into  some  apartments  on  the  east  sMe 

of  the  temple;  and  saw  thethmous  sodiac  on  the  ceilfng.^^n 

the  left,  there  is  a  small  temple  surrounded  by  columns.'  'In 

.  the  inside  is  a  %nre  of  Isis  sitting  with  Orns  in  her  lap,-  and 

:  o^r  female  %ures,  each  with  a  child  in  her  arms.  '  Hie 

-capitals  of  the  columns  are  adorned  wifli  the  figure  ofl^piS^h. 

The  gallery  or  portico,  that  surfoubdi  the'  tempte^  IsfiD^d 

up  with  rubbish  to  a  great  height,  and  walb  of  unbun^t  BncLs 

have  been  raised  from  one  column  to  another.    Farther  im, 

in  a  right  line  with  die  propylsson,  ore  tiie  temains-of^an 

hypasthral  temple,  which  form  a  square  of  twelve  cohin^, 

.  eottnected  wifli  each  other  by  a  wall,  except  at  the  door-way, 

which  fronts  the  propylsson.    The  eastern  wall  of  flie  great 

r 

teaple  is  richfy  adorned  with  figures  in  iutag&i  relevaito :  they 
$tt  paSee&y  fiaidied:  the  foiaale  figures  are  about  four  fSet 
high*  ^spdted  in  different  compartments.    Behind  tUr  teih- 
plo'  ism  «iUISgyptittn  buildiftg/'quIla'^'delachB^  {Kcsia^  ^ 
P.  V.  Si.  4  C 
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lorfTE*  edifice,  and  from  its  oonstniction  appeared  to  htt« 
ilie  iKriHtBtioB  of  the  priests.  At  some  diststtea  ftom  iim 
fgte^t  temple  are  the  fbuDdations  of  another  not  so  large  as 
tte  first. 

Having  continaed  the  examination  of  these  superb -rmns 
as  long  as  time  vonld  permit,  the  partjr  retnroed  to  the  Mile. 
Here  a  considerable  number  of  persons  assembled  and  sup- 
jronnded  the  interpreter,  a  report  having  become  current  that 
be  was  a  native  of  the  place ;  and  the  j  manifested  a  deter- 
mination not  to  permit  him  to  be  taken  from  them.  It  ap- 
peared that  at  the  time  the  French  army  lay  here,  a  youth 
belonging  to  this  place  accompanied  them;  and  the  inter* 
preter  having  in  the  course  of  his  conversatioBS  uritk  the 
inhabitants  stated  that  he  had  been  in  the  French  army,  they 
immediately  concluded  that  this  must  be  the  same  person. 
Although  he  himself  assured  them  to  the  contmy  they  could 
not  be  persuaded  of  their  error,  and  deolared  that  thev  coun« 
tryman  should  not  be  taken  from  them,  for  Aat  he  had 
passed  already  too  much  of  his  time  among  die  Christian 
dogs,  an  appellation  which  they  affix  to  persons  of  the  Cfaria- 
tian  religion.  The  mother  of  the  boy  who  had  joined  the 
French  army  was  fortunately  still  alive,  although  she  resided 
at  the  distance  of  several  miles  from  them.  However  as  no 
other  terms  would  pacify  them,  she  was  at  length  sent  for, 
and  on  her  arrival  together  with  another  son,  she  very  quickly 
satisfied  her  neighbours  that  he  was  not  her  child^  and  he 
was  permitted  to  depart.  During  the  time  of  this  uncertainty 
however!  the  interpretei  was  greatly  caressed  by  the  inha- 
bitants, and  liberally  supplied  with  fruits*  milk,  bread  and 
other  refreshments,  so  that  he  had  no  occasion  to  regret  the 
intimacy  which  they  insisted  had  formerly  subsisted  between 
them. 

On  the  22nd,  they  arrived  at  Luxor,  and  for  the  first  tioM 
saw  the  ruins  of  Thebes.    Of  the  magnificence  and  splendor 
of  the  buildings  here  presented  to  the  eye  of  the  beholder.  . 
so  modem  buildings  are  capable  of  conyeying  n  yui  idw* 
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Bach  iBr  the  /differenoe,  not  only  in  magmtUidi^  BuA  in*  form; 
fNToportkitt,  and  eonstniction,  that  even  the  peneilroM  coih 
vej  bat  a  faint  idea  of  the  whole.  It  appeared  ULe^entrnp^ 
a  city  of  giants,  who,  after  a  long  conflict,  were  all  desln^yed* 
leaving  the  mins  of  their  Tarioos  temples  as  the  only  pH^tB 
of  their  former  existenoe.  The  temple  of  Loxor  presents  to 
the  traveller  at  once»  one  of  the  most  splendid  gronps>^f 
Egyptian  grandenr.  The  extensive  propylsoon,  with  the  two 
^ibelisks,  and  oolossal  statues  in  the  front;  the  tfaiok  groups 
of  enormoos  cokunns;  the  variety  of  apartments  and  the 
sanetuary  it  contains ;  the  beantifhl  ornaments  which  adorn 
every  part  of  the  walls  and  oofaunns ;  the  battles  ov  the  pro- 
pylaeon,  described  fay  Mr.  Hamilton ;  cause  in  the  astonhdi^ 
traveller  an  oblivion  of  all  that  he  has  seen  before.  On  the 
north  side  of  llebes  the  towering  remains  that  project  a 
great  height  above  ttie  wood  of  palm  trees,  will  call  his  atten- 
tion to  such  an  assemblage  of  rains  of  temples,  columns, 
obelisks,  colossi,  sphynxes^  portals  and  other  astonishing 
objects,  as  will  be  at  once  beyond  the  possibility  of 
description*  On  the  west  side  of  the  Nile,  the  temples 
of  Ooamon,  Memnoniom,  and  Medinet  A  boo,  attest  the 
extent  of  the  great  city  on  this  side.  The  nnrtvalled  colos-* 
sal  figures  in  the  plains  of  Thebes,  the  number  of  tombs 
excavated  in  the  rocks,  those  in  the  great  valley  of  the 
kings,  with  their  paintings,  sculptures,  mummies,  sarcho- 
phi^,  figures,  8cc.  are  aV  objects  of  the  greatest  admiration ; 
and  the  traveller  will  be  led  to  wonder  how  a  nation,  which 
was  once  so  great  as  to  erect  such  stupendous  edifices,  could 
so  far  fall  into  oblivion,  that  even  tiieir  language  and  writings 
are  now  totally  unknown. 

Having  taken  a  view  of  the  various  other  objects  which 
arrest  the  attention  of  the  traveller  and  man  of  taste,  they 
examined  the  colossal  bust  that  was  intended  to  be  removed. 
Fourteen  poles  had  been  brought  firom  Cairo  to  lay  the  bust 
en,  ^ind  part  of  them  were  formed  into  a  kind  of  car,  on 
which  it  war  to  be  placed.    Being  at  this  time  far  distlint 
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rrom  the  boat  wUeh  had  brought  them  op  the  MUe,  limf 
took  ap  their  lesideiioe  in  a  portion  of  the  bnildiaga  wA 
which  they  were  8arronud0d  Mrs.  Behsoni.  who  accoo- 
panied  her  hotband^  manifested  a  disposition  to  conform  to 
the  privations  and  indifferent  accommodations  which  pre- 
sented themselves,  with  as  spreat  a  readiness  as  her  husband. 
The  time  was  now  approaching  when  the  Nile  annually  imii»- 
.dates  the  country,  and  it  would  in  that  case  have  been  impos- 
sible to  remove  the  bust  this  season ;  and  this  induced  Mr. 
Bebom  to  use  every  effort  to  quicken  the  conveyanoe  of  dm 
bust 

On  the  24th  of  July,  he  went  to  the  Caeheff  of  Erments 
to  obtain  an  order  to  the  Caimakan  of  Goumou  and  Agalta 
to  procure  eighty  Arabs,  to  assist  in  the  removal  of  the  butt 
of  young  Memnon.  He  received  him  with  that  politeness 
which  is  peculiar  to  the  Turks,  even  when  they  do  not  mean 
in  the  slightest  degree  to  comply  with  a  person's  wbhes,  and 
which  often  deceives  a  traveller,  who  only  en  poMsant  takes 
coffee,  smokes  his  pipe,  and  goes  away.  There  are  exceptions 
among  them,  as  there  are  among  the  Christians  of  Sur<^; 
but  in  general  the  protestations  of  friendship  and  partialitf 
for  a  person,  whom  they  never  saw  before,  is  so  common 
among  them,  that  at  last  it  becomes  a  matter  of  course ;  and 
no  reliance  is  placed  on  it,  except  by  those  who  are  unac- 
quainted  with  the  customs  of  the  country. 

He  promised  to  do  every  thing  in  his  power  to  get  the  Arabs 
to  work.  Mr.  Belzoni  told  him  he  reKed  on  his  word,  and 
gave  him  to  understand,  that  if  he  behaved  in  a  manner 
conformably  to  the  orders  of  the  Bashaw,  he  would  receive  a 
present  accordingly. . 

All  the  promises  made  by  the  Cacheff  were  only  so  many 
attempts  to  deceive.  Several  fellahs,  or  persons  of  the  !«• 
bouring  class,  might  have  been  procured,  but  they  dared  not 
assist  without  permission  from  the  Cacheff  or  some  person 
in  authority,  however  desirous  they  might  be  of  earning 
money.    After  repeated  efforts  and  solicitations,  the  Cacheff 
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did,  on  the  27th,  send  a  few  men  to  aid  hiin  in  his  attempt; 
Mr.  Bel«oni  agreed  to  pay  them  thirty  paras  a  day^  wUali 
sum  was  about  the  value  of  four-pence  halfpenny  of  Bf  Hidi 
money.  This  being  considerably  more  than  the  wagw 
usually  paid,  many  mcgre  fellahs  entered  upon  the  work. 
The  car  which  was  built  for  the  conveyance  of  the  eolossri 
bust  being  now  ready,  the  work  began.  Upon  seeing  it 
move  they  all  gave  a  loud  shout,  and  said  some  spirit  moved 
it ;  and  noticing  that  Mr.  Belzoni  was  making  marks  as  tbej 
supposed,  he  being  at  this  time  writing,  they  all  concluded 
that  by  some  talismanic  charm  he  had  caused  the  head  to 
move,  and  did  not  believe  it  to  be  the  effect  of  their  own 
efforts.  By  means  of  four  leavers  he  raised  the  bust,  so  at 
to  leave  a  vacancy  under  it  to  introduce  the  ear;  and,  after 
it  was  slowly  lodged  on  tbiS|  the  car  was  raised  in  the'firontr 
with  the  bust  on  it,  so  as  to  get  one  of  the  rollers  undemeatfu 
The  same  operation  being  performed  at  the  back,  the  colos- 
sus was  readily  pulled  up.  Men  were  stationed  with  leven 
each  side  of  the  car,  to  assist  occasionally,  if  the  ^ossus 
should  turn  to  either  side.  In  tins  manner  he  kept  it  safe 
from  falling,  and  by  this  means  removed  it  the  distance  of 
several  yards  from  its  original  place. 

Mr.  Belzoni  now  sent  an  Arab  to  Cairo  with  intelligence 
that  the  bust  had  begun  its  journey  towards  Oreat  Britain^ 
When  the  Arabs  found  that  they  received  money  for  the 
removal  of  what  appeared  to  them  only  a  stone,  they 
entertained  the  opinion  that  it  was  fiUed  with  gold  in  the 
inside,  and  that  a  thing  of  such  value  ought  not  to  be  taken 
away.  The  heat  of  the  climate,  the  exposure  to  the  sun, 
and  the  efforts  made  by  Mr.  Belzoni  himself,  so  overpowered 
him,  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  a  day  to  rest  and  recover 
his  strength.  They  continued  daily  moving  the  head  towards 
the  Nile,  advancing  sometimes  one  hundred  yards  and 
sometimes  two  or  three  hundred  yards  each  day,  until  the 
the  5th  of  August,  by  which  time  they  were  nearly  advanced 
over  the  lands,  which  if  inundated  by  the  overflowing  of  the 
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river  wonld  have  stopped  their  progress  for  that 
Anticipating  a  successful  end  to  his  efforts^  Mr.  Belzimi 
surprised  to  find,  on  the  morning  of  th^  sixth,  that  none  of 
the  fellahs  came  to  his  assistance.  The  persons  who  had 
been  left  during  the  night  to  g^rd«lhe  head,  informed  him 
that  the  Caimakan,  or  head  officer  of  the  neighbourhood,  had 
forbidden  the  fellahs  to  work  any  longer  for  the  Christian 
dogs.  The  spot  where  the  head  lay  being  expected  to  be 
under  water  in  a  very  few  days;  and  in  this  case,  inde> 
pendent  of  being  obliged  to  wait  till  another  season,  the 
head  would  naturally  be  simk  deep  into  the  earth  or  mud. 
Finding  that  the  Caimakan  was  gone  to  Luxor,  he  set  out 
to  find  him,  accompanied  by  a  Janizary  whom  he  kept  in  his 
service.  Having  found  him,  the  Caimakan  treated  him  with 
great  insolence ;  and  hoping  by  long  forbearance  to  concili* 
ate  him,  Mr.  Belzoui  restrained  his  anger  and  riiewed  a 
spirit  of  submission  and  conciliation  which  only  increased 
the  haughty  demeanour  of  the  Caimakan.  Presuming  on 
Mr.  Belzoni's  forbearance,  he  attempted  to  put  his  hands  on 
him,  which  he  resisted.  He  then  became  more  violent,  and 
drew  his  sword.  Having  received  a  good  lesson  at  Cdiro 
from  another  Albanian  like  himself,  Mr.  Belzoni  gave  him 
no  leisure  to  execute  his  purpose,  but  instantly  seized  and 
disarmed  him,  placed  his  hands  on  his  stomach,  and  made 
him  sensible  of  his  superiority,  in  point  of  strength,  by  keep* 
ing  him  firm  in  a  corner  of  the  room.  The  pistols  and  sword, 
which  he  had  thrown  on  the  ground,  were  taken  up  by  the 
Janizary ;  and  after  giving  the  fellow  a  good  shaking,  Mr. 
Belzoni  took  possession  of  them,  and  told  him,  that  he 
should  send  them  to  Cairo,  to  show  the  Bashaw  in  what 
manner  his  orders  were  respected.  The  Caimakan  followed 
'  him  towards  the  boat,  and  was  no  sooner  out  of  the  crowd 
than  he  began  to  be  quite  himible,  and  talk  of  matters  as  if 
nothing  had  happened,  He  then  said,  that  the  order  he  had 
given  to  the  fellahs  not  to  work  he  had  received  from  the 
Cache (f  himself,  and  it  could  not  be  expected,  that,  being 
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only  a  Ca'tnakan,  he  cotdd  disobey  his  superior.  It  is  in 
Ais  way  only  the  true  character  of  these  people  can  h« 
known* 

Mr.  Belzoni  then  hastened  to  Ernients  to  the  Cacheff, 
who  had  many  of  his  principal  officers,  and  several  Hadgees 
and  Santons  at  dinner  with  him,  it  being  the  time  of  Rama- 
dan. The  custom  of  these  Turkish  travellers,  at  this  season,  is 
to  live  at  great  men's  tables.  There  were  about  thirty.  The 
dinner  was  prepared  in  a  field  before  the  house,  as  no  room 
witbin  it  could  contain  so  many  persons.  An  old  carpet^ 
about  twenty  feet  long  and  three  wide,  was  spread  on  the 
ground.  They  were  just  going  to  begin  their  repast,  the 
hour  of  dining  being  always  a  little  after  sunset  during  the 
festival  of  Ramadan,  as  they  are  then  not  allowed  to  eat  till 
the  sun  has  wholly  disappeared.  The  CacheiT  received  him 
very  politely,  and  invited  him  to  dine.  Accordingly  they 
sat  all  round  the  carpet,  on  the  ground.  The  Turkish 
cookery  does  not  always  suit  an  European  palate ;  but  there 
are  a  few  dishes,  that  are  eoually  agreeable  with  our  own; 
pdrticularly  mutton  roasted  on  a  wooden  pole,  at  a  wood  fire. 
They  have  a  particular  way  of  cooking  it,  putting  it  on  the 
fire  immediately  after  it  is  killed,  and  before  it  has  lost  its 
natural  warmth ;  and  in  this  way  it  has  a  particular  flavour, 
quite  agreeable  to  the  taste.  The  soldiers  and  Hadgees 
tucked  up  their  large  sleeves,  and  with  naked  arms  dipped 
the  fingers  of  their  right  hands  into  the  various  dishes.  They 
never  employ  the  left  hand  in  eating,  nor  do  they  eat  much 
out  of  one  dish,  but  taste  of  all  that  are  within  the jr  reach. 
They  always  finish  their  dinner  with  pilau,  and  seldom  drink 
while  eating.  They  wash  immediately  after,  and  pipes  and 
coffee  being  served  all  round,  they  begin  to  converse  on  their 
usnal  topics,  horses,  arms,  saddles,  or  dress. 

At  a  proper  opportunity  he  requested  the  Cacheff  to  give 
an  order  for  the  fellahs  to  proceed  with  the  operations  the 
next  morning.  He  answered  with  indifference,  that  they 
must  work  in  the  fields  for  the  Bashaw,  and  that  he  oould 
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not  spare  one ;  bat  tliat,  if  Mr.  Belzoni  would  writ  till  tha 
next  season,  he  mig^t  have  as  many  as  he  liked.  Mr.  Bel- 
soni  told  the  CacheiT  that  he  should  immediately  proceed  to 
Luxor  to  obtain  some  helpers,  and  then  the  CachedT  would 
lose  the  merit  of  his  assistance.  Among  other  things  he  ob- 
ienred  that  he  had  sent  to  Cairo  for  a  very  handsome  pair 
of  {Hstols  which  he  intended  to  present  to  him.  In  an  in* 
slant  the  Cacheff  declared  tha^  he  should  have  his  request, 
and  directed  a  firman  or  order  t»  be  made  out,  and  which  he 
instantly  signed,  and  Mr.  Belzoni  took  his  leave. 

Having  given  the  firman  to  the  sheik  or  officer,  the  fellahs 
were  soon  ready  to  their  work,  and  on  the  8tfa  they  had  pro- 
ceeded so  far  that  no  danger  of  delay  would  axise  from  the 
overflowing  of  the  Nile;  and  on  the  13th  they  arrived  on  the 
banks  of  that  river.  Besides  their  promised  payment  he 
gave  the  Arabs  a  bakshis,  or  present,  of  one  piastre  each, 
equal  to  sixpence  English,  with  which  they  were  exceed- 
ing'y  pleased.  No  laboiur  hardly  can  be  compared  to  their 
exertions ;  the  hard  task  they  had  to  drag  such  a  weight, 
the  heavy  poles  they  were  obliged  to  carry  to  use  as  levers, 
and  the  continual  replacing  the  rollers,  with  the  extreme 
heat  and  dust,  were  more  than  any  European  could  have 
withstood:  but  what  is  still  more  remarkable,  during  all  the 
days  of  this  exertion,  it  being  Ramadan,  they  never  ate  or 
drank  till  after  sunset. 

Mr.  Belzoni  now  sent  a  courier  to  Cairo  to  inform  the 
English  consul  of  his  arrival  on  the  banks  of  the  Nile,  and 
re  .nesting  him  to  send  a  boat  proper  to  convey  the  colossus 
down,  as  none  were  then  to  be  procured  in  Upper  Egypt. 
As  it  would  be  several  days  before  the  messenger  returned, 
Mr.  Belzoni  resolved  to  take  the  opportunity  for  an  excur- 
sion up  the  Nile.  Hitherto  he  had  always  appointed  two 
persons  at  all  times  to  remain  with  the  bust;  he  now,  how- 
ever, surrounded  it  also  with  an  embankment  of  earth  for 
greater  security,  and  then  sending  his  Irish  lad  to  Cairo,  and 
dlifcliarging  the  carpenter^  for  whose  servioe   he  had  no 
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longer  tnj  ocGaaion,  he  set  out  accompttnied  by  one  laaiBJurj 
and  the  interpreter.  On  the  secohd  day  they  briveA  at 
£gna»  where  he  was  introduced  to  Khalil  Bey»  a  ^dveraor 
of  part  of  Upper  Egypt  He  was  seated  oii  a  sofii  wiAe  ot 
esirtby  whieh  wim  covered  with  a  fine  'catj^t,  and  satin  cu- 
shions, and  ^wn  surrounded  by  a  number  of  Ms  officers.  As 
it  might  be  possibte  that  Mr.  Belzoni  would  proceed  into 
Ntibfai,  he  obtained  from  Khalil  Bey  a  letter  to  Osseyn 
GacbeC  A  prince  fin  Kubia.  Some  conyersation  afterwards 
took  place  on  th6  difficulties  he  would  hare  to  surmount, 
and  persons  he  nugfat  probably  meet  with.  He  then  took 
coffee  and  smoked  a  few  pipes ;  after  which  he  took  his  leare 
and  proceeded  to  the  boat. 

On  the  2(H]i  they  passed  Elethias  with  a  Strong  wind,  and 
arrived  at  Edfu.  The  temple  here  may  be  compared  with 
that  of  Tentyra  in  point  of  preservation,  and  is  superior  in 
magnitude.  The  propylseon  is  the  largest  and  most  perfect 
of  any  in  Egypt :  it  is  covered  on  all  sides  with  colossal 
figures  of  intaglio  relevato,  and  contains  several  apartments 
in  the  interior,  which  receive  light  by  square  apertures  in  the 
side.  Here  is  one  of  those  curious  subjects  of  inquiry,  which 
have  never  yet  been  explained.  The  square  holes,  or  win- 
dows, viewed  from  the  inside  of  the  chambers,  appear  to  have 
been  inade  for  the  purpose  of  giving  light  to  these  apartments, 
or  to  hold  some  particular  ornaments  or  emblems,  placed  in 
them  occasionally  oil  festival  days;  cbnsdquehtiy,  it  might 
be  concluded  titat  they  #ere  made  ai  the  same  time  with  ihe 
building ;  yet,  on  the  out^de,  these  very  windows  come 
ihcontact  witti  {he  coloflAial  figures  which  tore  sculptured  on  the 
walls;  and  |>art  of  th^sid  appear  iks  if  cut  off  where  the  win- 
dows have  been  made ;  so  that,  fh>m  the  appearance  oh  the 
outside,  it  b  to  be  inferred  that  thdse  apertnfeU  W^re  fohn^^ 
after  the  btdlding  yhA  finished.  Thb  ptot^aos  id  very  wide, 
and  is  Ham  only  otte  to  b^  seM  in  JE^jrpt  in  subb  perfectioii, 
though  Wiklplrt^ly  ^nchmbei^  with  Atab  hutd.  l^be  portico 
ii  alao  ttagnlfiiDWt;  btit,  Uhforttinaiely,  thr^fr-^oiirthsof  it  b 

P.  T24  4D 


570  BKLZONl'S    TRAVELS 

Govored  with  rubbish.    The  Fellahs  have  Uiilt  part  of  their 
village  on  the  top  of  it,  as  well  as  stables  for  cattle,  &c. 
The  temple  is  surrounded  by  a  high  thick  wall,  which  extends 
from  each  side  of  the  propylaeon,  so  as  to  inclose  the  whole 
building.    Not  only  the  temple,  but  every  part  of  the  wall, 
is  covered  with  hieroglyphics  and  figures.    On  the  side  wall 
of  the  pronaos  is  seen  the  figure  of  Harpocrates  which  is  de- 
scribed bv  Hamilton,  seated  on  a  full-blown  lotus,  with  his 
finger  on  his  lips,  as  in  the  minor  temple  at  Tentyra ;  and  on 
the  west  side  of  the  wall  is  the  figure  of  an  unicorn.     This  is 
one  of  the  few  figures  of  beasts  to  be  observed  in  Egypt.  The 
elephant  is  \o  be  seen  only  in  the  entrance  to  the  temple  of 
Isis,  in  the  island  of  Philoe ;  the  horse,  as  an  hieroglyphic, 
is  on  the  northern  exterior  wall  at  Medinet  Aboo ;  and  the 
cameleopard  is  on  the  wall  of  the  sekos  of  the  Memnonium, 
and  on  the  baclc  of  the  temple  at  Erments.     On  looking  at 
an  edifice  of  such  masrnitutle,  workmanship,  and  antiquity, 
inhabited  by  a  half  savage  people,  whose  huts  are  stuck  against 
if,  not  unlike  wasps'  nests,  and  to  contrast  their  filthy  clothes 
with  these  sacred  ima;i^es,  that  once  were  so  highly  venerated, 
makes  one  strongly  feel  the  difference  between  the  ancient 
and  modern  state  of  Egypt.     The  minor  temple  is  but  of 
small  dimensions.     It  had  a  portico  in  the  front ;  nothing  of 
which  is  to  be  seen  but  fragments  of  columns  buried  in  the 
rubbish.    Some  say  that  this  temple  was  dedicated  io  Apollo ; 
but  there  is  as  much  reason  to  suppose  that  ft  was  dedicated 
to  Typhon,  as  that  the  temple  at  Tentyra  was  dedicated  to 
Isis.    The  square  capitals  on  the  columns  at  Tentyra  are 
adorned  with  heads  of  Isis ;  and  this  is  one  of  the  principal 
circumstances  that  indicate  the  deity  to  whom  the  temple 
was  dedicated.    In  the  temple  at  Edfu  the  figure  of  Typhon 
is  placed  on  the  capitals  in  a  similar  manner ;  and  though 
there  are  representations  of  the  beneficent  deeds  of  nature  on 
the  walls,  these  may  have  been  placed  there  by  way  of  con- 
trast, to  elucidate  the  power  of  the  destroying  god.  Farther  on 
to  the  south  is  part  of  a  building,  which  no  doubt  was  a  second 
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propylaeon,  as  it  faces  the  one  now  standing.  Farther  still 
ifl  a  small  temple,  almost  unnoticed  by  travellers^  which  has 
an  avenue  of  sphinxes  leading  in  a  right  line  towards  the 
great  temple.  The  sphinxes,  several  of  which  onr  traveller 
cleared  from  the  surrounding  sand,  have  a  lion's  body  and 
female  head  as  large  as  life.  There  are  vast  heaps  of  ruins 
all  round  these  temples,  and  many  relics  of  antiquity  are 
probably  buried  there. 

Arriving  near  Assouan.,  which  stands  on  a  hilf,  they  went 
to  see  the  ruins  of  a  convent,  where  they  observed  many 
grottos,  which  had  served  as  chapels  for  the  Christian  wor- 
ship. The  convent  was  formed  of  several  small  arched 
cells,  separate  from  each  other;  and  commanded  a  very  pleas- 
ing view  of  the  cataract,  Assouan,  and  the  lower  part  of  the 
Nile.  One  of  the  Arabian  traditions  relating  to  this  place, 
is  worth  notice : 

There  is  in  this  spot,  say  the  Arabs,  great  treasure,  left  by 
an  ancient  king  of  the  country,  previous  to  his  departure  for 
the  upper  part  of  the  Nile,  on  a  war  with  the  Ethiopians.  He 
was  so  avaricious,  that  he  did  not  leave  his  family  any  thing 
to  live  on ;  and  he  was  in  close  friendship  with  the  magician,, 
whom  he  appointed  to  guard  his  treasure  till  his  return^ 
But  no  sooner  was  he  gone,  than  his  relations  attempted  ta 
take  possession  of  the  treasure  f  the  magician  resisted,  was 
killed  in  the  defence  of  his  charge,  and  changed  to  an 
enormous  serpent,  which  devoured  all  his  assailants.  The 
king  is  not  yet  returned,  but  the  serpent  still  keeps  watch 
over  the  treasure ;  and  once  every  night,  at  a  particular  po- 
sition of  the  stars,  he  comes  out  of  the  caves,  with  a  power- 
ful  light  on  his  head,  which  blinds  all  that  attempt  to  look  at 
it.  He  is  of  an  enormous  size;  descends  to  the  Nile, 
where  he  drinks ;  and  then  returns  to  his  cave,  to  watch  the 
treasure  till  the  king  returns. 

The  Aga  paid  the  party  a  visit,  attended  by  his  whole  train 
of  courtiers,  in  their  rags  and  finery.  They  were  all  clad  in 
their  gala  attire,  as  this  was  their  grand  feast  of  the  R»- 

4d  2 
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inadATi.  He  motley  confas^d  manner  m  whiclv  thia  giMf 
diiran  was  decorated  was  oiirions;  one  had  a  new.timio  of 
their  brown  cloth,  and  a  ragged  turban;  anoth^  had  % 
fine  turban,  and  a.  ragged  tnnic;  a  third  withoiit^  turban  of 
tnnic,  had  a  finf  redl  woollen  shawl  ronndhis  body.;,  the^Aga 
himself  was  ancon)nvon)j;  dirty  and  showy,  being  diessed^iQ 
green  and  red,  and  without  a  shbrt  on  his.  back.  H^easifi 
on  board  with  all  his  suite. 

On  the  28tb,  they  passed  several  ruins  on  the  hank  of^the 
Nile.  The  Reis.  to  whom  the  boat  belonged,  and.  the  sailors^ 
went  on.  shpra  at  a  village,  leaving  only  Mr.  a^d  Mrs.  Belr 
soni  and.  the  interpreter  in  the  boat*  Soon  after,  they  wer^ 
gone,  some  of  the  inhabitants  came  towards  the  boat  and 
appeared  to  examine  it  with  close  attention.  After  thi$ 
they  all  retired.  Soon,  however,  a  party,  were  observed 
approaching  armed  with  offensive  weapons.  Alanved  rathof 
by  their  appearance,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Belzoni  and  the  inter- 
preter armed  themselves  wjth  pistols  and  stood  upon  th^iir 
guard.  The  natives  entered  their  boat,  and  made  towardf 
Mr.  Belzoni,  who  by  signs  desired  them  to.  keep  at  a  disf 
tance,  as  they  understood  not  their  language.  Disregarding 
his  motions  they  camp  close,  and  he  resisted  the  foremost 
with  one  hand,  while  with  the  other  he  presented  a  pistol  at 
him,  and  gave  him  to  understand  that  he  would  certainly ,fire 
if  he  persisted  in  his  attempt.  This  checked  them  for  a  time^ 
and,  the  Reis  and  crew  appearing  in  sight,  thev  though^ 
proper  to  withdraw. 

On  the  ^h,  landing  at  a  place  near  which  stood  thq 
ruins  of  an, ancient  temple,  they  immediately  entered  it,  but 
on  coming  out  they  found  themselves  surrounded. by. a  par^ 
%(  the  natives  armed  with  offensive  weapons.  They  den- 
mand^d  to  be  paid  for  pernfiraion  to  come  out;  hut  Mr, 
Belzoni  replied  that  he  would  not  suffer  monpy.to  be  taken 
from  hi^^elf  by  such  conduct,  but  that  he  would  malie  them 
such  presents  as  he  thought  proper  if  they  did  not  opposs^ 
him ;  and  instantly  moving  forward  with  a  determined  st«p^ 


IH   E3YPT   AND   NUBIA.  SW 

tbe;  gaye  ivttyr  and  lei  the.  party  pass.,  the  Dexl  montinap 
tl|ey  pracf^^dod:  tP)  Gyrsbe  and  entered  a^  smali  tenip)^,  the 
floors  of  which  had  mostly  been  dagap,  probaMjf-iir  search 
Q^^^mte•  TW.natifes  were■ltherrollgk^l•thd^Bauumers» 

w 

l|ut  irar^easOy. saliafied  with  a  piece-of  ^ soap^  a  pipe  of  tat* 
bapcop  a^d  a  few  para^*  Here  they,  boagi^t  sraie  gargadav, 
a  grain  about  tfao>sii&e  of  a  saiall  shot,  whioh  the-  IPabiananisa 
OS  c^ffeek  It  is  a  good  substitute  where  no*  coffee  is  to  be 
bad,  and  iS:  much  cheapeiv  A  little  above  tlus  place  is  a 
dangerous  passage  of  the  Nile,  a  chain  of  rocks  running 
ai?rosg  the  viyer,  md  making  it  very  alarming,  when  the 
waters  are  low;  but  as  they  were  now  high,  it  was  passed 
without  danger. 

On  the  1st  of  September  they*  arrived  at  Kbrosko^  The 
Reis  caught  some  cameleons.  These  (M'eatures  fbed  on  rice» 
or  on  flies.  They  bit  off  each  others-  legs.  They  swim 
faster  than  they  can  crawl.  It  was  endeavoured  to  keep 
them  alive,  but  without  success^  On  the  5A  they  arrived  at 
Deir,  the  principal  town  of  Lower  Nubia.  The  houses  are- 
not  more  than  ten  feet  higfai  and  are  built*  principally  of 
earth  intermixed  occasionally  with  stonesi  ]ffir.  Belzoni 
waited  on  Hassan  Cacheff,  the  governor  of  the  place,  who 
desired  to  know  his  bnsinessi  He  replied,  diat  their  party 
were  desirous  of  examining-  the  antiqui^s  of  the  country. 
This  the  Cacheff  said  would  not  be  practicable^  as  atthii 
time  they  were  at  war  with- the  people  wba  occupied' the 
territories  higher  up  the  counti^^  He  made  inquiry  if  any 
presents  were  intended  to  be  made  to  him^  and  being  given 
to  understand  that  the  party  had-  but  little,  but  that  they 
would  spare  him  part  of  theur  store  of 'coffee,  soap  and' to- 
bacco»  and  he  appearedsatisfied:  Healsogave  theO^heff'a 
large*  looking  glass  with  which^  he-  appeared-  to  be  higUy 
pleasedkt  There  were  several  of  his  people  who  had  not  seen 
a  lookingrglass  before,  and  it  astonished- them  greatly.  The 
Cacheff  was  never  tired  of  admiring  hia  bear-like  face;  and 
all  his  attendants  behind  him  strove  to  get  a  peep  at  their 
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own  ehocolate  beauty^  langlung,  and  mvch  pleased  with  fL 
The  Cacbeff  gave  it,  not  without  fear,  to  one  of  them,  with  a 
ftrict  cha^;e  to  be  carefal  not  to  break  it 

The  Esquimaiix  are  said  to  be  very  filthy  in  their  food 
but  these .  people  w«ie  not  unlike  them  in  that  respect.  I 
they  killed  a  sheep,  ttie  in  trails  were  opened,  andfneces  were 
dipped  into  the  water  and  eaten  raw.  The  head  and  feet 
with  the  skin  on,  wool,  hoofs,  and  all,  were  put  into  a  pot 
to  be  half-boiled,  when  they  drank  the  broth,  and  devoured 
the  rest 

.  On  reaching  Faraa,  Chey  went  to  see  the  temples  of 
Ybsambul.  Crosmng  the  Nile  exactly  opposite,  they  had  an 
opportunity  of  examining  and  ha>iog  full  views  of  them  at  a 
di  tance.  In  the  front  of  the  minor  temple  are  six  colossal 
figures,  which  make  a  better  appearance  at  a  distance  than 
when  near.  They  are  thirty  feet  high,  and  are  hewn  out  of 
the  rock ;  as  is  also  the  large  temple,  which  has  one  figure  of 
an  enormous  size,  with  the  head  and  shoulders  only  pro- 
jecting out  of  the  sand.  The  sand  from  the  north  side, 
accumulated  by  the  wind  on  the  rock  above  the  temple,  and 
w!  ich  had  gradually  descended  towards  its  front,  choked  the 
entrance,  and  buried  two  thirds  of  it,  so  that  the  hope  of 
opening  its  entrance  vanished ;  for  the  amazing  accumulation 
of  sand  vras  such,  that  it  appeared  an  impossibility  ever  to 
reach  the  door. 

,  The  Cachefi*  exercises  the  most  tyrannical  authority.  He 
seizes  on  the  property  of  any  person  at  his  pleasure,  and  the 
life  of  his  people  is  subject  entirely  to  him.  The  son  of  the 
Cacheff,  who  exercised  authority  here  at  this  time,  desired 
to  know  what  gave  occasion  to  the  visit  of  Mr.  Belzoni  and 
his  people.  To  this  it  was  replied,  that  Mr.  Belzoni  had  a 
letter  to  his  father  from  his  uncle  and  that  he  came  into  the 
country  in  search  of  ancient  stones.  He  laughed,  and  said 
that  a  few  months  before  he  had  seen  another  man,  who 
came  in  search  of  treasure,  and  took  away  a  great  deal  of 
gold  in  his  boat ;  and  that  be  supposed  they  cnme  for   the 
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same  purpose*  for  what  could  they  want  with  stoae^  if  it  were 
not  that  he  was  able  to  procure  ^Id  for  them. 

Mr.  Belzoni  proposed  to  have  the  place  opened,  and  on 
a  promise,  that,  if  he  succeeded,  the  Cacheff  should  receive 
a  bakshis,  he  consented  on  his  own  part;  but  still  he  said  his 
father  remained  to  be  persuaded,,  and  then  people  to  be  pro- 
cured, who  would  work  at  such  a  place  without  fearing  harm 
from  the  devil.  Mr.  Belzoni  told  him,  that  those  who  worked 
would  gain  money.  **  What  money  do  you  mean?*'  said  he, 
"  money  from  Mahomet  Ali,  Bashaw  of  Cairo  ?  What  can, 
we  do  with  it?  we  cannot  buy  any  thing  here,  or  at  Don- 
gola."  It  appeared  that  they  had  little  notion  of  commerce, 
and  that  what  produce  they  carry  to  Cairo,  Siout,  or  Esne, 
they  exchange  for  other  articles,  which  they  send  to  the 
southern  country  of  Nubia,  and  never  receive  any  monej^ 
for  it. 

Mr.  Belzoni  produced  a  piastre,  and  showed  it  to  some  of 
the  people :  one  of  them  took  the  piastre,  and  after  looking 
at  it  for  some  time,  asked  who  would  give  any  thing  for. 
that  small  piece  of  metal.  ''Any  one,*'  said  Mr.  Belzoni, 
'^  will  give  a  measure  of  dhourra  for  it,  quite  enough  for  i^ 
man  to  eat  in  three  days."  "  That  may  be  so  in  youi^ 
country,"  replied  he  ;  *'  but  here,  no  one  will  give  six  grains 
of  dhourra  for  so  small  a  bit  of  iron."  Mr.  Belzoni  told 
him,  if  he  went  on  board  his  boat,  and  presented  it  to  any 
one  there,  he  would  get  for  it  dhourra  enough  to  suffice  him 
for  the  time  mentioned.  Off  he  ran  like  a  deer,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  returned  with  the  dhourra  folded  in  a  rag 
fastened  to  his  wabt. 

Being  very  desirous  to  see  the  cataracts,  Mr.  and  Mrs.. 
Belzoni,  with  the  Janizary  and  interpreter,  proceeded  aa 
far  as  the  day  would  permit,  so  as  to  return  in  proper  time 
to  the  boat  at  night.  They  had  many  views  of  the  cataract, 
and  in  different  directions.  It  is  a  flat  country,  except  a 
few  rocks  that  project  here  and  there,  particularly  at  the, 
river's  side,  but  they  are  of  small  dimensions.     Towards 
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the  4ese^t  iliey  atfw  sdV^irait  Wild  MtekfpeB.  which  hepi  at  • 
great  distance.  Ab  tbb^le  woto  faigh^  thto  curtefit  had  ndf 
to  iptiBUt  a  iUl  as  when  it  b  low ;  Imt  thb  tttttiuraet  Si  iiot 
ttatfgable  at  any  time  of  the  year.  The  rock  fbrminj;  tbia 
eataracit  diffbn  from  that  of  tiie  filrst*  for  here  il  no  Ifranite, 
bat  a  kind  of  black  marble  qnite  In  hard. 

Early  in  the  morning  of  the  lMi»  they  t60k  tm  board 
tf9^  men  of  the  island,  to  pilot  them  towards  the  catflfradt  as 
ftr  as  the  bo&t  could  go,  and  then  to  show  the  wliy  to  pro< 
eeed.  Several  of  the  womea  came  to  see  MM.  Betcbni, 
who  made  them  presents  of  glass  bead-nedtltoeii,  with 
wUch  they  were  wonderfully  pleased ;  fli6iigh^  as  it  is  tfaeir 
OMtom  to  take  aD,  mid  give  nothing,  fliey  did  not  ^ta 
tetnm  thanks  for  what  they  rec^ved;  but  took  their  fnre- 
emits,  langfaed,  and  ran  away  immediately • 

The  Cacheff's  house  was  adorned  with  an  old  mat  spread 
tm  the  gronnd  Bi  arnud,  awalerjar,  andia  chilli  ^th  two 
hooks  made  in  a  paHtonlaar  mattner.  TlAi  Wiis  fhit  tame 
Osseyn,  who  Wto  ^n6  of  the  tw6  brothMli  thlit  dtosM  Mr. 
Bmrekhardt  to  retom  from  Tinareh.  U<d  Wai  jlboat  IdAiy- 
•ight  years  of  age,  five  fbet  eleven  in^hM  Ugh,  sto)at  tad 
robust,  and  able  (o  support  the  charge  he  was  bbtn  to  hMd. 
He  was  surrounded  by  thirty  men,  all  ankied,  sonde  iKth 
matchlock  g^ns  and  long  swords,  and  totake  With  sfiear^  and 
ihields  instead  of  gum.  He  was  clothed  iti  a  long  tuftiic 
down  to  his  feet,  made  of  white  woollen  cloth,  with  A  belt 
found  his  w^t,  to  which  his  sword,  flint,  end  steel  were 
attached.  Over  his  shoulder  he  had  a  leag  shawU  Inade  of 
the  same  stuff  as  the  tunic,  thrown  partly  ever  hia  head,  so 
as  to  cover  it  from  the  sun.  He  had  Bh6  a  red  ttirban^  and 
M  Ins  feet  a  pair  of  ragged  shoes.  Notwithstanding  Ms 
dress,  there  wai  im  air  of  superiority  about  him,  which  dia- 
tingaished  him  at  quce  above  all  the  rest  It  is  worthy  of 
ob(»ervation,  that  even  among  barbarians  gTMrt^  wmpBei  is 
paid  to  superiors ;  and  those  very  men,  who  vronltf  tttirief 
a  fallow  creature  in  a  diffisrence  about  a  fbw  pipes  tt  to* 
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bacco,  almost  tremble  at  the  frown  of  a  single  and  some- 
times harmless  old  man.  His  inquiries  concerning  Mr.  Bel- 
zoni  were  very  minute.  Mr.  Belzoni  brought  the  afikir  of 
the  temple  forward,  which  did  not  a  little  surprise  him.  He 
said  he  knew  tlie  entrance  into  the  temple  very  well;  that 
the  round  ball  on  the  large  head  was  the  door  of  the  great 
Dere,  as  he  named  it,  and  if  removed  any  one  could  immedi« 
aiely  enter.  This  round  ball  was  no  other  than  the  globe  on 
the  head  of  the  hawk-beaded  Osiris,  which  stood  over  the 
door.  ALt  first  he  stated  the  great  difficulty,  if  not  impossibi- 
lity of  opening  this  place ;  and  at  last,  when  Mr.  Belzoni 
had  removed  these  obstacles,  he  received  a  promise,  that  if 
Mr.  Belzoni  found  in  the  temple  any  gold,  he  should  have 
half.  To  this  Mr.  Belzoni  agreed,  on  condition  that  if  he 
found  only  stones,  they  should  be  all  hb  own  property. 
The  Cacheff  immediately  assented,  for  he  said  he  wanted  no 
stones. 

Next  morning  they  went  to  Ybsambul.  Having  presented 
to  Daoud  the  letter  from  his  father,  he  sent  for  the  men  who 
were  intended  to  work.  These  people  were  complete  sa- 
vages, and  entirely  unacquainted  with  any  kind  of  labour* 
*They  had  changed  their  minds  since  Mr.  Belzoni  was  last  there ; 
and,  though  he  had  the  authority  of  the  Cachefi^,  they  would 
not  work.  All  persuasion  was  of  no  avail;  first,  because 
they  were  not  inclined  to  such  labour ;  secondly,  they  did 
not  know  the  value  of  money,  &c.  At  last  Mr.  Belzoni  pre- 
tended to  give  up  his  project,  and  go  away.  When  the  Ca- 
cheff saw  that  he  meant  to  go,  and  that  he  should  lose  many 
a  good  present,  he  began  to  talk  to  them ;  and  at  last,  with 
much  difficulty,  reduced  the  payment  to  one  half  of  what  they 
had  demanded  before.  On  Mr.  Belzoni  agreeing  to  this^ 
they  immediately  insisted,  that  he  should  employ  as  many  as 
they  chose.  It  was  in  vain  that  he  stated,  thirty  were  more 
than  sufficient  for  his  purpose ;  they  would  not  hear  of  less 
than  an  hundred.  At  last  it  was  concluded,  that  he  should 
take  forty  men,  who  were  to  be  at  the  VraalL  Yk^lot^  ^iii^  voa^ 
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r^e  next  morningy  as  it  was  oetrly  two  nlles  fron  tlie  viU 
lage  to  the  temple. 

RisiDg  early  ia  the  morning  in  expeetaiioo  of  seeing  the 
people  whom  he  was  to  employ,  Mr.  Belioni  was  surprised 
that  not  one  made  hie  appearance.  On  going  in  search  of 
them,  some  few  at  last  made  their  appearance*  They  pre* 
tended  that  they  had  seen  a  Bedoween,  and  feared  thai  they 
should  be  killed  or  taken  captives.  Thny  now  proceeded  to 
remove  the  sand  and  earth  which  covered  the  front  of  the 
temple,  and  expressed  their  expectation  that  much  gold,  and 
many  jewels  would  be  found  in  the  place.  Concluding  that 
such  an  opinion  would  stimulate  their  efforts,  Mr.  Belsonidid 
not  in  the  least  strive  to  alter  their  opinion.  On  the  19th 
the  Cacheif  began  to  start  many  objections,  and  tostate  many 
difficulties.  He  said  the  fellahs  would  not  work,  and  that 
they  said  it  was  useless  for  them  to  labour  hard  for  a  little 
money.  After  listening  to  many  other  trifling  excuses,  it  was 
suggested  to  Mr.  Belsoni  that  a  handsome  present  to  the 
Cacheff  would  at  once  remove  all  the  difficulties.  Being 
from  past  experience  led  to  see  that  they  never  are  satisfied 
with  whatever  they  receive,  but  were  always  contriving  to 
obtain  more  than  they  agree  for,  if  previously  paid,  Mr.  Bel- 
xoni  only  assured  the  interpreter,  that  the  Cacheff,  and  him- 
self (the  interpreter,)  should  receive  a  good  bakshis  (present,) 
if  they  would  serve  him.  At  length  several  fellahs  agreed 
to  work,  and  on  the  20th  they  began  again  to  proceed,  al- 
though the  exertions  made  were  not  to  much  effect.  The 
Cacheff^  with  his  attendants,  came  to  see  how  they  were 
proceeding,  and  said  he  intended  dining  with  them.  Mr. 
Belzoni  said  he  should  be  glad  of  bis  company,  but  that  he 
had  nothing  except  boiled  rice,  uulese  he  would  order  his 
people  to  Idll  a  sheep,  which  Mr.  Belzoni  said  he  would 
gladly  pay  for.  They  coasulted  about  who  could  afford  to 
part  with  a  sheep,  and  receive  piastres  in  payment,  and  at 
last  the  order  was  given  to  an  old  man,  who  had  five,  which 
vras  a  greater  number  than  any  body  else.     When  the  sheep 
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mm  brMgbt,  the  diflkultjr  wis  to  fix  the  price  of  it  Being 
the  firsi  ever  sold  for  uioiiey  Id  that  plaoe^  to  p«l  a  bigb  prim 
on  it  woald  btve  inerenaod  ibe  value  of  sboep  iogenerel^eBd 
eoiisequentljr  woold  have  beee  egaiasl  the  interest  of  tiie  Oa« 
dieff;  for  wben  he  recelTes  his  revenue  in  these  snioinlsi  ha 
sets  them  at  a  very  low  prieei  that  he  may  have  the  more 
giten  him.  To  estimato  it  at  a  low  price  would  be  worse 
for  it  would  be  against  them  all  in  the  exeliaoge  of  sheep  for 
dhourra  with  the  other  villages.  Finding  it  a  dangerous  point 
to  decide^  it  was  at  length  resolved,  Ihat  no  price  at  all 
should  be  put  upon  the  sheep,  but  that  the  man  diould  make 
a  present  of  it,  and  Mr«  Belsoni  should  give  any  thing  he 
pleased  in  return.  To  prevent  any  standard  bdngestoblished 
from  what  be  gave  the  man,  he  paid  him  in  soap,  tobacco, 
and  salt. 

At  dinner  the  sheep  was  brought  in  pieces  in  two  wooden 
bowlsy  and  the  Cacheff  and  bis  attendants  seated  themselves 
in  a  circle  on  the  sand  near  the  temple.  The  extremities  of 
their  filthy  hands  were  soon  washed  in  the  liquor,  and  in  a 
few  seconds  the  whole  was  dev.oured.  Soon  after  dinner 
coffee  was  brought  up  from  the  boat,  and  Mr.  Belsoni  went 
on  board  to  take  dinner  with  Mrs.  Belsoni,  who  had  boiled 
rice  and  water  for  her  fare,  in  preference  to  the  cbieftain^s 
mess  of  mutton.  In  a  short  time  the  Cacheff  approached, 
and  signified  his  wish  to  speak  to  him  in  secret.  The  great 
secret  was  this :  on  the  night  before,  as  he  stood  on  the  bank 
close  to  the  boat,  he  saw  him  drinking  a  coflbe  cup  of  red 
liquor  that  he  poured  out  of  a  bottle ;  and  having  inquired 
what  it  was,  was  told  it  was  nebet  (wine).  Now  he  had  beard 
tliat  the  wine  of  the  English  was  much  better  than  what  they 
made  in  their  own  country  with  dates ;  he  wuhed,  therefon^. 
to  have  some  to  drink  also,  but  in  a  secret  way.  Mr«  Bel- 
loni  had  a  few  bottles  left,  which  were  preserved  for  extra- 
ordinary occasions ;  and  he  sent  the  interpreter  down  to  the 
boat  to  fetoh  one.  When  the  wine  was  first  poured  out  into 
a  cup  and  presented  to  the  Cacheff,  be  sternly  looked  at  tha 
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interpreter,  and  told  him  to  drink  first.  The  interpreter, 
who  was  a  Copt,  and  had  been  in  the  French  army  for  seye- 
ral  years,  did  not  want  much  persuasion  to  make  a  libation 
to  Bacchus  ;  so  with  a  smile  he  soon  convinced  the  Uacheffof 
the  purity  of  the  contents  of  the  bottle,  and  the  Cacheff  did 
not  hesitate  to  drink  the  next  cup.  At  the  first  taste  it  did 
not  appear  to  him  so  strong  as  he  had  supposed  ;  but  at  last 
he  found  it  so  good,  that  in  three  days  the  scanty  stock  was 
nearly  finished. 

Next  morning  (21st),  the  people  took  it  into  their  head* 
to  come  in  such  numbers,  that  Mr.  Belzoni  could  not  employ 
them  all,  as  the  work  was  directed  only  to  one  point  There 
was  warm  debating  on  the  subject :  but,  as  he  told  them 
he  would  not  spend  one  farthing  more  than  he  had  promised 
from  the  first,  they  agreed  at  last  that  the  pay  should  be  di- 
vided amongst  them  all ;  and  thus,  instead  of  forty  men,  Xiq 
had  eighty  for  the  same  price,  which  was  less  than  sixpence 
a  day.  The  anxiety  to  see  the  inside  of  the  temple,  and  to 
plunder  all  that  it  might  contain,  brought  the  chiefs  now  on 
board  very  early  in  the  morning.  They  soon  gave  Mr.  Bel- 
zoni to  understand  plainly,  that  all  that  was  there  was  their 
j)roperty ;  and  that  the  treasure  should  be  for  themselves. 
Even  the  savages  began  to  lay  their  account  in  the  division 
of  tlie  spoil.  He  assured  them  that  he  expected  to  find  no- 
thing but  stones,  and  wanted  no  treasure.  They  still  per- 
sisted, that,  if  he  took  away  any  stones,  the  treasure  was  tn 
them  ;  and,  if  he  could  make  a  drawing,  or  likeness  of  them, 
he  could  extract  the  treasure  from  them  also,  without  their 
perceiving  it.  Some  proposed,  that,  if  there  were  any  fi- 
gure discovered,  it  should  be  broken  before  it  was  carried 
away. 

In  the  course  of  the  evening,  two  of  the  men  left  the  work, 

and  went  down  the  Nile  to  the  boat.    Finding  Mrs.  Belzoni 

on  board,  with  only  a  little  girl  from  the  village,  they  were 

rather  impertinent  to  her,  and  attempted  to  go  on  board  in 

spite  of  all  she  could  eay  lo  Wieta^  \i\UYvd\ng  to  rob  the  boat« 
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At  last  she  presented  a  pistol  at  them,  on  i^hich  they  imme* 
diately  retired,  and  ran  up  the  hill.  She  followed,  but  they 
mixed  with  a  number  of  their  fellow  savages,  and  it  was  im- 
possible to  find  them  out ;  for  they  were  all  like  so  many 
lumps  of  chocolate  seated  on  the  sand  at  work,  and  not  to 
be  distinguished  the  one  from  the  other.  At  night,  on  pay* 
ing  the  men,  the  CachefiTs  brother  said,  the  money  must  be 
counted  all  in  one  heap,  before  it  was  divided  among  the  peo- 
ple. The  interpreter,  who  was  also  treasurer,  accordingi} 
counted  the  money  on  a  piece  of  a  ragged  shawl,  which  he 
had  no  sooner  done,  than  the  CachefiTs  brother  threw  himself 
on  it,  and  seized  every  piastre.  The  men  looked  at  each 
other,  but  no  one  dared  to  say  a  word  about  it ;  and  he  took 
it  all  away  with  him. 

Mr.  Bclzoni  supposed  that  no  one  would  come  to  work 
next  morning,  but  in  this  he  was  mistaken.  It  was  evident 
that  this  work  would  employ  him  longer  than  he  could  remain 
in  that  country,  as  the  period  he  had  meant  to  dedicate  to 
it  was  already  elapsed.  Mr.  Belzoni  also  began  to  experience 
the  want  of  that  very  article  which,  a  few  days  before,  was 
so  despised  and  unknown;  and  now  he  absolutely  could  not 
proceed  without  it.  It  was  money,  which  now  had  shown 
its  usual  power  among  mankind,  of  exciting  avarice,  and  of 
which  those  wild  people  soon  became  very  fond.  Mr.  Bel- 
zoni began  to  perceive  it  required  a  longer  time  to  reach  the 
door  than  he  could  stay,  and  more  money  than  he  could 
then  afford.  He  had  by  this  time  removed  so  much  sand» 
as  to  uncover  twenty  feet  in  the  front  of  the  temple*  The 
colossal  statues  above  the  door  were  completely  exposed ; 
and  one  of  the  great  colossi  sitting  before  the  temple,  on  the 
north  side,  which  was  buried  in  the  sand,  appeared  with  his 
face  and  shoulders  like  his  companion  on  the  south.  £Umng  ob- 
tained a  promise  from  the  CacheflT,  that  he  would  not  let  any 
touch  the  place  till  his  return,  which  would  be  in  a  few  months^ 
he  contented  himself  with  putting  a  mark  whero  the  sand 
wiis  before  be  commenced  the  operation ;  and  ofiec  takSm^^ 
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drawing  of  the  exterior  of  the  temple*  quitted  it,  with  a  fimi 
resolution  of  returning  to  accomplish  its  opening.  After  mak- 
ing some  trifling  presents  to  the  Cacheff,  they  set  off  the  same 
evening.  They  descended  the  Nile  rapidly,  as  the  current 
was  very  strong.  Every  soldier  has  here  a  servant,  to  take  care 
of  his  camel,  horses,  or  asses,  if  he  have  any.  Thus,  when  a 
body  of  five  thousand  men  marches  against  an  enemy,  there 
are  always  at  least  six  thousand  people  more  to  encumber  it 
and  eat  up  the  provision :  for  not  only  every  common  sol« 
dier  lias  a  man,  but  every  officer  has  two  or  three ;  and  those 
of  the  higher  rank,  as  Beys,  Cacheffs,  &c.  have  ten  or  more. 
The  next  day,  in  the  evening,  they  arrived  at  Ibrim,  and 
early  on  the  24th  at  Dier. 

On  the  27th,  they  came  to  the  Shellal,  or  first  cataract. 
A  soldier  of  Derow,  who  brought  some  letters,  set  off  imme- 
diately, and  Mr.  Belzoni  never  saw  him  afterwards.  Tak- 
ing particular  notice  of  a  small  obelisk  which  was  lying  be* 
fore  the  propylason,  and  which,  if  brought  to  England,  might 
serve  as  a  monument  in  some  particular  place,  or  as  an  em- 
bellishment to  the  metropolis,  he  sent  for  the  Aga  of  Assouan, 
and  a  Reis  who  knew  the  channels  in  the  Shellal,  and  in  the 
meantime  took  a  general  view  of  these  superb  ruins.  When 
the  Aga  and  the  Reis  came,  he  made  an  agreement  with 
them  to  have  the  obelisk  taken  down  the  cataract ;  but,  for 
want  of  a  boat,  it  could  not  be  effected  that  season.  The 
obelisk  is  twenty-two  feet  long,  by  two  wide  at  the  base ;  so  that 
it  required  a  pretty  large  boat  to  convey  it.  It  was  agreed, 
and  perfectly  understood,  that  Mr.  Belzoni  took  possession 
of  this  obelisk  in  the  name  of  his  Britannic  Majesty's  consul- 
general  of  Cairo ;  and  he  gave  four  dollars  to  the  Aga,  to 
pay  for  a  guard  for  it  till  his  return. 

The  blocks  of  stone,  which  formed  the  compartment  of 
fourteen  feet  long  and  twelve  wide,  were  twelve  in  number. 
When  they  were  put  together  on  the  ground,  they  were  a 
beautiful  group,  consisting  of  the  groat  god  Osiris  seated  on 
his  chair,  with  an  altar  before  him,  receiving  offerings  from 


IN    EGYPT   AND    NUBIA.  683 

lunests  and  female  figures ;  the  whole  sarrounded  by  ftowers 
and  hieroglyphics.  The  blocks  were  three  feet  six  inches 
long,  and  three  feet  wide :  but  as  they  were  two  feet  three 
inches  thicks  they  were  too  bulky  to  be  embarked  whole. 
As  they  could  be  easily  eut»  being  a  calcareous  gritstone,  he 
made  an  q^reement  for  one  hundred  piastres,  to  have  them 
out  to  SIX  inches  thickness.  He  left  the  money  in  the  hands 
of  the  Aga;  and  it  was  understood,  that  these  stones  were  to 
be  embarked  by  the  first  opportunity  of  a  boat,  and  sent 
down  to  Luxor* 

On  Mr.  BelaonTs  return  to  Assouan,  no  boat  had  arrived, 
and  he  became  impatient,  as  he  wished  to  reach  Thebes.  An 
Arab  came  to  the  Aga,  and  whispered  in  his  ear,  as  if  he  had 
something  of  great  importance  to  communicate.  The  Aga 
rose,  though  his  dinner  was  not  finished,  and  went  away  with 
the  air  of  a  man  of  great  business.  Half  an  hour  after  he  re* 
turned,  accompanied  by  two  other  persons  of  distinction,  and 
the  Arab  who  came  before.  They  all  seated  themselves 
round  Mr.  Belzoni,  and  after  introducing  the  afiair  with  a  de- 
gree of  caution,  he  was  asked  whether  he  wished  to 
purchase  a  lai^  piece  of  diamond.  He  said,  that  if  the  ar< 
ticle  were  good,  he  would  purchase  it,  if  they  could  agree ; 
but  it  was  necessary  that  he  should  see  it.  The  Aga  said 
the  piece  had  been  found  by  one  of  the  natives  of  tliat  place  ; 
and  as  he  was  not  in  want  of  money,  it  had  been  preserved 
in  the  family  for  many  years.  The  original  proprietor  being 
now  dead,  his  snccessors  wished  to  dispose  of  it.  Mr.  Bel- 
zoni  requested  to  see  it ;  so  retiring  some  distance  out  of  the 
way  of  the  people,  the  man  with  great  solemnity  took  a  small 
wooden  box  from  a  pocket  in  his  leathern  belt.  In  this  was 
a  paper,  which  he  unfolded ;  after  that,  two  or  three  others, 
till  at  last  he  opened  his  sanctum  sanctomm.  Mr.  Belzoni 
took  its  contents  in  his  hands  with  no  small  eaqpectation  •  but 
saw  it  was  only  part  of  the  stopple  of  a  conunoa  glass  cruet, 
of  the  rise  of  a  hazel-nut,  with  two  or  three  littie  gilt  flowers 
on  it.    Observing  by  his  motions  the  disappointment  strongly 
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iniurked  in  his  counteQanoe,  it  destroyed  their  great  expeota- 
tions  of  wealth  firom  this  invaliiable  jewel.    When  he  told 
them,  that  it  was  only  a  piece  of  glass,  the  words  affected 
their  minds  like  the  unhappy  tidings  of  some  great  misfortnne 
and  they  walked  off  in  solemn  sileaoe. 

The  deception  of  these  people  is  extreme.    A  trayeller 
passing  by  a  village  stops  his  bark  for  an  hour  or  two :  what 
good  peostle  he  finds  1    Some  bring  him  a  small  basket  of 
dates,  others  a  few  eggs,  another  some  bread  and  milk ;  with 
which  he  is  so  pleased,  that  he  immediately  gives  them  five 
or  perhaps  ten  times  more  than  the  worth  of  what  he  r^- 
ceives*  without  being  aware,  that  it  is  through  such  an  ex- 
pectation they  bring  him  these  things ;  and  exclaims,  that  in 
Europe  they  do  not  treat  a  stranger  so  civilly.    But  let  him 
take  the  smallest  of  these  presents  without  giving  any  thing 
in  return,  or  even  no  more  than  the  worth,  they  will  not 
fail  to  murmur  at  him.  If  he  give  only  double  the  price,  they 
have  the  art  of  returning  the  money  with  scorn  and  contemptt 
in  order  to  shame  him  to  give  more :  and  if  he  take  the  money 
returned,    or   give  them  nothing  from  the  beginning,    he 
must  not  expect  that  they  will  let  hiip  go  away  without  pay* 
ing  them  for  what  they  brought  him.    All  this  is  unknown  to 
a  traveller  merely  passing  by ;  for  there  is  no  one  in  this  cha- 
racter who  would  be  so  mean  as  to  accept  any  thing,  with- 
out returning  double   or  treble  its   value.      From  these 
trifles  it  may  be  presumed  what  they  are  in  all  their  dealings ; 
to-night  one  word  for  such  a  thing,  to-morrow  another:  their 
Intrigues  are  beyond  description :  they  have  the  art  of  mak 
ing  one  thing  appear  like  another  so  well,  that  it  is  very  dif- 
ficult to  avoid  falling  into  their  trap. 

Settling  all  his  affairs  with  the  Aga,  and  satisfying  his  de- 
mands of  oil,  vinegar,  and  some  empty  bottles,  they  left  As- 
souan in  the  morning  of  the  30th,  and  in  two  days  arrived  at 
Esne,  the  current  being  very  strong. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  of  October  they  arrived  at 
Luxor.     Seeing  no  boat  had  arrived  from  Cairo,  though  the 
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consul  had  sent  some  money,  Mr.  Belzoni  set  off  in  the  same 
boat  to  Gheneby  arrited  there  the  next  morning,  and  went 
to  see  Mr.  Sokiner,  a  person  whom  he  knew. 

Having  paid  half  the  money  down  required  for  a  boat,  U 
was  determined  to  ascend  the  Nile  as  far  as  Assouan,  to  un- 
load at  that  place,  and  to  return  immediately. 

On  one  occasion  Mr.  Belzoni  dined  with  Calil  Bey,  the 
governor  of  Upper  Egypt.  The  dinner  was  brought  in  a 
large  tray.  It  consisted,  as  usual,  of  very  poor  rice  soup» 
which,  after  eating  three  spoonfuls,  was  taken  away,  and  a 
dish  of  roast  mutton  brought  forward.  No  sooner  had  they 
begun  to  eat  of  that,  than  a  man  came  in  with  his  hand  full 
a  large  green  peppercorns,  and  let  them  fall  on  the  tray, 
which,  being  of  metal,  sounded  like  a  drum-head.  After 
him  came  another,  with  half-a-dozen  onions  peeled,  which 
he  let  fall  in  like  manner,  and  they  rolled  about  the  tray  like 
billiard  balls ;  and  a  third  followed  with  peeled  garlic,  &c. 
After  eating  the  mutton,  a  dish  of  very  small  fried  fish  was 
served  up.  They  were  about  half-a-dozcn,  and  there  were 
eight  of  the  party,  so  that  no  one  could  eat  too  much  of  this. 
It  was  soon  removed,  and  a  kind  of  tart  was  produced ;  but 
neither  the  Bey,  the  Cacheff,  the  Sheik,  nor  Mr.  Belzoni, 
could  eat  a  single  bit  of  it.  The  fruit  consisted  of  a  water 
melon,  which  having  demolished,  they  finished  their  repast 
by  washing  their  beards. 

At  Carnak,  the  work  to  be  done  consisted  in  transporting 
the  six  sphinxes  and  the  white  statue  to  Luxor  for  embarka- 
tion, a  distance  of  nearly  a  mile,  without  a  road.  In  many 
parts  the  water  had  left  a  soft  ground  where  the  statues  had 
to  pass  ;  and,  as  there  was  no  mechanical  power  to  assist,  the 
Arabs  had  enough  to  do  to  carry  them  to  the  place  of  des- 
tination. 

The  time  having  elapsed  in  which  Mr.  Belzoni  expected  to 
receive  letters  from  Cairo,  he  resolved  to  return  to  Kenneh 
On  his  arrival  at  that  place,  he  found  the  courier  had  just  en- 
tered it.    He  brought  letters  from  Mr.  Salt,  vrith  an  order 
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ff>r  money  ob  tlie  Sertf,  or  banker^  of  Kenaek.  R«  tb#n 
flaished  bis  business  there,  and  proceeded  to  Tjuiot,  where 
he  found  the  boat  returned  from  Assouan,  to  take  the  eelossal 
bast  on  board :  but  he  was  soon  informed  by  Ae  proprietor, 
that  it  was  loaded  with  dates,  and  that  he  was  come  himself 
from  Esne,  to  return  the  money  he  bad  paid  as  earnest ; 
for  they  could  not  think  of  taking  that  large  stone  into  the 
boat|  as  it  would  crush  it  to  pieces. 

After  various  impediments,  on  the  17th  of  November  the 
bead  of  the  younger  Meranon  was  actually  embarked.  It 
was  no  easy  undertaking  to  put  a  piece  of  granite,  of  such 
bulk  and  weight,  on  board  a  boat,  that,  if  it  received  the 
weight  on  one  side,  would  immediately  upset ;  and  this  was 
to  be  done  without  the  smallest  mechanical  contrivance,  even 
a  single  tackle,  and  only  with  four  poles  and  ropes ;  tlie  water 
was  about  eighteen  feet  below  the  bank  where  the  head  wa9 
to  descend.  The  causeway  was  gradually  sloped  to  the  edgcf 
of  the  water  close  to  the  boat,  and  with  the  four  poles  formed 
a  bridge  from  the  bank  into  the  centre  of  the  boat,  so  thai 
when  the  weight  bore  upon  the  bridge,  it  pressed  only  on 
the  boat.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  boat  Mr.  Belaon! 
directed  them  to  put  some  mats  well  filled  with  straw.  Tn 
the  gpround  behind  the  colossus  a  piece  of  a  palm-tree  was 
firmly  planted,  roimd  which  a  rope  was  twisted,  and  then 
fastened  to  its  car,  to  let  it  descend  gradually.  A  lever  was 
placed  on  each  side,  and  at  the  same  time  that  men  in  the  boat 
were  pulling,  others  were  slackening  the  ropes,  and  others 
shifting  the  rollers  as  the  coUossus  advanced.  Thus  it  de- 
scended gradually  from  the  main  land  to  the  causeway^  when 
it  sunk  a  good  deal,  as  the  causeway  was  made  of  fresh  earth. 
However,  it  went  smoothly  on  board.  The  Arabs,  who  were 
unanimously  of  opinion  that  it  would  go  to  the  bottom  of  the 
river,  or  crush  the  boat,  were  all  attention,  as  if  anxious  to 
know  the  result,  as  well  as  to  learn  how  the  operation  was  to 
be  performed  ;  and  when  tlie  owner  of  the  boat,,  who  conai*- 
dered  itas  eonsfuned  to  perdition^  witnessed  the  sncceaSf  and 
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saw  the  huge  piece  of  fttone,  as  he  called  it,  safely  on  board, 
he  sqneesed  Mr.  Belzoni  by  the  hand,  and  exclaimed,  they 
had  reasoB  to  be  thankful.  The  boat  theo  crossed  the  water 
to  l4ixor9  for  what  was  to  be  taken  in  there,  which  was  done 
in  three  days,  and  on  the  21  st  they  left  Thebes  to  return  to 
Cairo,  which  they  reached  on  the  15th  of  December,  having 
been  twenty*foar  days  from  Thebes*  From  thenee  they  pro- 
eeeded  to  Alexandria,  whidli  they  reached  on  the  14th  of  Ja- 
nuary, 1817,  and  lodged  it  in  the  Bashaw^s  magazine ;  he  then 
returned  to  the  capital ;  and  accompanied  by  Mr.  Beechy, 
immediately  proceeded  up  the  Nile,  with  a  determination,  if 
possible,  to  accomplish  the  opening  of  the  great  temple  of 
IpsambuK  At  Phile  the  party  was  reinforced  by  Captains 
Irby  and  Mangles  of  the  Royal  Navy. 

Having  conciliated  the  two  Cachefis  by  suitable  presents, 
Mr.  Belzoni  agreed  to  give  the  workmen  eighty  in  number,} 
three  hundred  paistres  for  removing  the  sand  as  low  down  as 
the  entrance :  at  first  they  seemed  to  set  about  the  task  like 
men  who  were  determined  to  finish  the  job ;  but  at  the  end  of 
(be  third  day  they  all  grew  tired,  and  under  the  pretext  thai 
the  Rhamadan  was  to  commence  on  the  next  day,  they  left 
Air.  Belsoni,  with  the  temple,  the  sand  and  the  treasure,  and 
contented  themselves  with  keeping  the  three  hundred  piastres. 

Being  convinced,  thnt,  if  the  temple  was  to  be  opened  at 
all,  it  must  be  by  their  own  exertions ;  assisted  by  the  crew 
of  the  boat,  they  set  to  work,  and,  by  dint  of  perseverence 
and  hard  labour,  for  about  eighteen  days,  they  arrived  at  the 
door- way  of  the  temple,  which  Mr*  Belxoni  ooaaiders  as  the 
finest  and  most  extensive  excavation  in  Nubia,  and  one  that 
can  stand  a  competition  with  any  in  Egypt,  except  the  tomb 
newly  discovered  in  Beban  el  Molook.  The  temple  of  Ip- 
sambul  has,  in  all  probability,  been  covered  with  aand  two 
thousand  years,  or  more.  The  following  is  the  description 
iven  of  it. 

From  what  they  could  perceive  at  the  first  view,  it  was 
evidently  a  very  hrge  place;  but  their  astonishment  incrcued 
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wben  they  found  it  to  be  one  of  (he  most  magnificent  of  tem<* 
pies,  enriched  with  beautiful  intaglios,  paintings,  colossal  fi- 
gures, &c.  They  entered  at  first  into  a  large  pronaos,  fifty* 
seven  feet  long  and  fifty-two  wide,  supported  by  two  rows 
of  square  pillars,  in  a  line  from  the  front  door  to  the  door  of 
the  sekos.  Each  pillar  had  a  figure,  finely  executed,  and 
Tery  little  injured  by  time.  The  tops  of  their  turbans  reached 
the  ceiling,  about  thirty  feet  high :  the  pillars  were  five  feet 
and  a  half  square*  Both  these  and  the  walls  were  corered 
with  beautiful  hieroglyphics,  the  style  of  which  is  somewhat 
superior,  or  at  least  bolder,  than  that  of  any  others  in  Egypt, 
not  only  in  workmanship,  but  also  in  the  subjects.  They 
exhibited  battles,  stormings  of  castles,  triumphs  oTer  the 
Ethiopians,  sacrifices,  &c.  In  some  places  were  to  be 
seen  the  same  hero  as  at  Medinet  Aboo,  but  in  a  diflTerent 
posture.  Some  of  the  columns  were  much  injured  by  the 
close  and  heated  atmosphere,  the  temperature  of  which  was 
so  hot,  that  the  thermometer  must  have  risen  to  aboTe  a 
hundred  and  thirty  degrees.  The  second  hall  was  about 
twenty-two  feet  high,  thirty-seven  wide,  and  twenty-five  and 
a  half  long*  It  contained  four  pillars  about  four  feet  square ; 
and  the  walls  of  this  also  were  covered  with  fine  hieroglyphics 
in  pretty  good  preservation.  Beyond  this  was  a  shorter 
chamber,  thirty-seven  feet  wide,  in  which  is  the  entrance 
Into  the  sanctuary.  At  each  end  of  the  chamber  was  a  door, 
leading  into  smaller  chambers  in  the  same  direction  with  the 
sanctuary,  each  eight  feet  by  seven.  The  sanctuary  was 
twenty-three  feet  and  a  half  long.  It  contained  a  pedestal 
in  the  centre,  and  at  the  end  four  colossal  sitting  figures, 
the  heads  of  which  were  in  good  preservation,  not  having 
been  injured  by  violence.  On  the  right  side  of  the  great 
hall,  entering  into  the  temple,  were  two  doors,  at  a  short 
distance  from  each  other,  which  led  into  two  long  separate 
rooms,  the  first  thirty-eight  feet  ten  inches  in  length,  and 
eleven  feet  five  inches  wide ;  the  other  forty-eight  feet  se- 
ven inchesj  by  thirteen  feet  three.     At  the  end  of  the  first 
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Trere  several  unfinished  hieroglyphics,  of  which  some,  though 
merely  sketched,  gave  fine  ideas  of  Uieir  manner  of  drawing. 
At  the  lateral  corners  of  the  entrance  into  the  second  cham- 
ber from  the  great  hall  was  a  door,  each  of  which  led  into  a 
small  chamber  twenty-two  feet  six  inches  long,  and  ten  feet 
wide.  Each  of  these  rooms  had  two  doors  leading  into  two 
other  chambers,  forty-three  feet  in  length,  and  ten  feet  ele- 
ven inches  wide.  There  were  two  benches  in  them,  appa- 
rently to  sit  on.  The  most  remarkable  subjects  in  the  tem- 
ple were,  1st,  a  group  of  captive  Ethiopians,  in  the  west- 
ern corner  of  the  great  hall :  2ndj  an  hero  killing  a  man 
with  his  spear,  another  lying  slain  under  his  feet,  on  the 
same  western  wall :  Srd,  the  storming  of  a  castle,  in  the 
western  corner  from  the  front  door. 

The  outside  of  the  temple  also  was  magnificent.  It  was 
a  hundred  and  seventeen  feet  wide,  and  eighty-six  feet  high ; 
the  height  from  the  top  of  the  cornice  to  the  top  of  the  door 
being  sixty-six  feet  six  inches,  and  the  height  of  the  door 
twenty  feet.  There  were  four  enormous  sitting  colossi,  the 
largest  in  Egypt  or  Nubia,  except  the  great  sphinx  at  the 
pyramids,  to  which  they  approach  in  the  proportion  of  near 
two- thirds.  From  the  shoulder  to  the  elbow  they  measured 
fifteen  feet  six  inches ;  the  ears  three  feet  six  inches ;  the  face 
seven  feet ;  the  beard  five  feet  six  inches  ;  across  the  shoul- 
ders twenty-five  feet  four  inches ;  their  height  was  about 
fifty -one  feet,  not  including  the  caps,  which  are  about  four- 
teen feet  There  are  only  two  of  these  colossi  in  sight,  one 
being  still  buried  under  the  sand,  and  the  other,  near  the 
door,  is  half  fallen  down,  and  buried  also.  On  the  top  of 
the  door  was  a  colossal  figure  of  Osiris,  twenty  feet  high,  with 
two  colossal  hieroglyphic  figures,)4>ne  on  each  side  looking 
towards  it.  On  the  top  of  the  temple  was  a  cornice  with 
hieroglyphics,  a  torus  and  frize  under  it.  The  cornice  six 
feet  wide,  the  frize  four  feet.  Above  the  cornice  was  a  row 
of  sitting  monkeys  eight  feet  high,  and  six  across  the  shout- 
tiers,  twenty^one  in  number.    The  temple  was  near)[;y  two* 
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thirds  buried  uoder  the  eaod,  of  which  they  removed  tfiirty* 
one  feet  before  they  came  to  the  upper  part  of  the  door* 

Mr.  Belzoni  obaerYed  that  the  heat  on  first  eotering  the 
temple  was  so  great  that  they  could  scarcely  bear  it,  mad  the 
perspiratioD  from  their  handi$  was  so  copious  as  to  render  tlie 
paper  by  its  dripping  unfit  for  use.  On  the  first  opening  thai 
was  made  by  the  removal  of  the  sand^  the  only  living  object 
that  presented  Itself  was  a  toad  of  prodigious  size.  The  in- 
animate objects  within  were  the  figures  of  two  lions  with 
hawks'  beads,  as  large  as  life,  and  a  small  sitting  human 
figure. 

Mr*  Belzoni  and  his  party  now  returned  to  Thebes,  and 
opened  three  new  tombs,  but  in  none  of  them  did  there  ap- 
pear any  thing  to  prove  that  they  had  been  intended  for  the 
sepulchre  of  the  kings  of  Egypt.  Some  were  only  passages 
and  staircases  leading  to  painted  rooms.  In  one  of  these 
was  a  sarcophagus  of  granite  with  two  mummies  in  it,  covered 
with  hieroglyphics  in  an  unfinished  state,  and  a  statue  stand* 
ing  erect,  six  feet  six  inches  high,  and  beautifully  cut  out  of 
sycamore.  There  were  besides  many  little  images  of  wood 
well  carved,  some  with  the  head  of  a  lion,  others  of  a  fox, 
and  others  of  a  monkey.  In  another  tomb  were  mummies  io 
their  cases  lying  flat  on  the  ground ;  the  bodies  were  covered 
with  linen  of  diflerent  degrees  of  fineness,  and,  as  Mr.  Bel- 
zoni thinks,  wrapped  round  them  at  diflferent  and  distant  pe- 
riods of  time  :  so  careful  were  the  ancient  Egyptians  in  their 
attentions  to  the  dead  !  Some  of  the  tombs  had  paintings 
beautifully  executed,  others  were  quite  plain.  In  one  cham- 
ber were  discovered  two  naked  bodies  without  either  wrap- 
pers or  case ;  they  were  females^  with  hair  of  considerable 
length,  and  well  preserved.  In  some  of  the  chambers  the 
mummies  of  cows,  sheep,  monkeys,  crocodiles,  bats,  and 
other  animals  were  intermixed  with  human  bodies;  and 
one  tomb  was  filled  with  nothing  but  cats,  carefully  folded 
in  red  and  white  linen,  the  head  covered  by  a  mask  repre« 
senting  the  eat,  and  made  of  the  same  linen. 
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Tbe  Egyptians  appear  to  hare  been  acqaainted  witb  linen 
manttfactorea  to  a  perfection  equal  to  tbe  Bngliah ;  for,  in 
many  of  their  figures^  thefar  garments  were  qaite  transparent ; 
and  amcmg  tbe  folding  of  the  mummies,  some  cloth  quite  as 
fine  as  common  muslin^  very  strong,  and  of  an  equal  tex- 
ture. They  bad  tbe  art  of  tanning  leather^  with  which  they 
made  sboes^  some  of  wbieh  were  found  of  various  shapes. 
They  bad  also  the  art  of  staining  the  leather  with  various  co- 
lours, and  knew  the  mode  of  embossing  on  it,  for  (hey  found 
leather  with  figures  impressed  on  it,  quite  elevated.  It  ap- 
pears to  have  been  done  with  a  bot  iron  while  tbe  leather  was 
damp.  They  also  fabricated  a  sort  of  coarse  glass,  with 
which  tliey  made  beads  and  other  ornaments. 

Besides  enamelling,  the  art  of  gilding  was  in  great  per<- 
fection  among  them,  as  they  found  several  ornaments  of 
this  kind.  They  knew  how  to  cast  copper  as  well  as  to  form 
it  into  sheets,  and  bad  a  metallic  composition  not  unlike 
lead,  rather  softer,  but  of  great  tenacity,  much  like  tbe  lead 
which  is  on  paper  in  tbe  tea-chests  from  China,  but  much 
thicker.  They  found  some  pieces  of  it  covered  on  both  sides 
with  a  thin  coat  of  another  metal,  which  might  be  taken  for 
silver. 

Sufficient  proofs  were  also  procured  of  the  skill  of  tbe  an- 
cients in  varnishing  on  baked  clay,  and  that  this  art  was  car- 
ried to  great  perfection  :  in  their  colours,  especially  the  red, 
blue,  green,  and  yellow,  still  remain,  after  so  many  ages^ 
as  brilliant  and  as  beautiful  as  when  first  laid  on. 

The  inconvenience,  and  the  hasard  of  visiting  these  sepul- 
chres, can  only  be  duly  appreciated  by  those  who  have  made 
the  experiment ;  and  nothing  but  an  extraordinary  degree  of 
enthusiasm  for  researches  of  this  kilRl  could  have  supported 
Mr.  Belzoni  in  the  numerous  descents  which  he  made  into 
the  mummy  pits  of  Egypi^  and  through  the  long  subterrane- 
ous passages,  particularly  inconvenient  for  a  man  of  bis  size. 

Of  some  of  these  tombs  be  says  many  persons  could  not 
withstand  tbeiuflbcathig  air,  whicb  often  oauses  fainting.  A 
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vast  quantity  of  dust  rises,  so  fioe  that  it  enters  tbe  throat 
and  nostrils,  and  chokes  the  nose  and  montii  to  such  a  de- 
gree, that  it  requires  great  power  of  lungs  to  resist  it  and 
the  strong  effluvia  of  the  mummies.  This  is  not  all ;  the  en- 
try or  passage  where  the  bodies  are,  is  roughly  cut  in  the 
roclcs,  and  the  falling  of  the  sand  from  the  upper  part  or 
ceiling  of  the  passage  causes  it  to  be  nearly  filled  up.  In 
some  places  there  is  not  more  than  the  vacancy  of  a  foot  left, 
which  you  must  contrive  to  pass  through  in  a  creeping  posture 
like  a  snail,  on  pointed  and  keen  stones,  that  cut  like  glass. 
After  getting  through  these  passages,  some  of  them  two  or 
three  hundred  yards  long,  there  is  generally  a  commodious 
place,  perhaps  high  enough  to  sit.  But  what  a  place  of 
rest  !•  surrounded  by  bodies,  by  heaps  of  mummies  in  all  di- 
rections; which,  previous  to  the  beholder  being  accustomed 
to  the  sight,  impress  with  horror.  The  blackness  of  the  wall, 
the  faint  light  given  by  the  candles  or  torches  for  want  of  air, 
the  different  objects  that  surround  him,  seeming  to  con- 
verse with  each  other,  and  the  Arabs  with  the  candles  or 
torches  in  their  hands,  naked  and  covered  with  dust,  them- 
selves resembling  living  mummies,  absolutely  formed  a  scene 
that  cannot  be  described.  In  such  a  situation  Mr.  Belioni 
observes,  he  found  himself  several  times,  and  often  returned 
exhausted  and  fainting,  till  at  last  he  became  inured  to  it, 
and  indifferent  to  what  he  suffered,  except  from  the  dust, 
which  never  failed  to  choke  his  throat  and  nose  ;  and  though, 
fortunately,  he  was  destitute  of  the  sense  of  smelling,  he 
could  taste  that  the  mummies  were  rather  unpleasant  to  swal- 
low. /Ifter  the  exertion  of  entering  into  such  a  place, 
through  a  passage  of  fifty,  a  hundred,  three  hundred,  or  per- 
haps six  hundred  yards|  nearly  overcome,  he  sought  a  rest- 
ing-place, found  one,  and  contrived  to  sit ;  but  when  bis 
weight  bore  on  the  body  of  an  Egyptian,  it  crushed  it  like  a 
band-box.  He  naturally  had  recourse  to  his  hands  to  sustain 
his  weight,  but  they  found  no  better  support ;  so  that  he  sank 
altogether  among  the  broken  mumoiiesi  with  a  crash  of  bones^ 
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TdLgs,  and  wooden  cases^  which  raised  8uch  a  dust  as  kept 
him  motionless  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour,  waiting  till  it  sub- 
sided again.  He  could  not  move  from  the  phicei  however^ 
without  increasing  it,  and  every  step  he  took  he  crushed  a 
mummy  in  some  part  or  other.  Once  he  was  conducted 
from  such  a  plac^  to  another  resembling  it,  through  a  pas- 
sage of  about  twenty  feet  in  length,  and  no  wider  than  that 
a  body  could  be  forced  through.  It  was  choked  with  mum- 
mies, and  he  could  not  pass  without  patting  his  face  in 
contact  with  that  of  some  decayed  Egyptian ;  but  as  the  pas* 
sage  inclined  downwards,  his  own  weight  helped  him  on 
howeyer,  he  could  not  avoid  being  covered  with  bones,  legs, 
arms,  and  heads  rolling  from  above.  Thus  he  proceeded 
from  one  cave  to  another,  all  full  of  mummies  piled  up  in 
various  ways,  some  standing,  some  lying,  and  some  on  their 
heads.  The  purpose  of  his  researches  was  to  rob  the  Egyp- 
tians of  their  papyri\  of  which  he  found  a  few  hidden  in  their 
breasts,  under  their  arms,  in  the  space  above  the  knees,  or 
on  the  legs,  and  covered  by  the  numerous  folds  of  cloth,  that 
envelop  the  mummy. 

The  tombs  in  the  Beban  el  Molook  were  more  capacious. 
The  first  that  was  opened  had  a  staircase  eight  feet  wide  and 
ten  feet  liigh,  at  the  foot  of  which  were  four  mummies  in 
tlieir  cases,  flat  on  the  ground,  with  their  heads  towards  the 
stairs ;  further  on  were  four  more  in  the  same  direction;  one 
of  them  had  a  covering  thrown  over  it  exactly  like  the  pall 
on  the  coffins  of  the  present  day. 

Mr.  Belzoni  says,  I  went  through  the  operation  of  exa- 
mining all  these  mummies  one  by  one.  They  were  much  alike 
in  their  foldings,  except  that  which  had  the  painted  linen 
over  it.  Among  the  others  he  found  one,  that  had  new  linen, 
apparently,  put  over  the  old  rags ;  which  proves  that  the 
Egyptians  took  great  care  of  their  dead,  even  for  many  yeafs 
after  their  decease.  That  which  was  distinguished  from  (41 
the  rest,  he  observed,  was  dressed  in  finer  linen,  and  moff 
neady  vrrapped  up.    It  bad  garlands  of  flowers  and  leavsf^ 
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and  CO  the  side  over  the  heart,  Mr.  Belzont  says,  that 
he  found  a  plate  of  metal  soft  like  lead,  covered  with 
another  metal,  not  unlike  silver  leaC  It  bad  the  eyes  of  a 
cow  which  so  often  represents  Isis,  engraved  on  it;  and  ia 
4he  centre  of  the  breast  was  another  plate,  with  the  winged 
globe.  Both  plates  were  nearly  six  inches  long.  On  unfolding 
the  linen,  they  still  found  it  very  fine,  which  was  not  the  case 
with  the  other  mummies ;  for,  after  three  or  four  foldings,  it 
was  generally  of  a  coarser  kind.  At  last  they  came  to  the  body, 
of  which  nothing  was  to  be  seen  but  the  bones,  which  had  as- 
sumed a  yellow  tint.  The  case  was  in  part  painted  :  but  the 
linen  cloth  covering  it  fell  to  pieces  as  soon  as  it  was  touched 
On  the  10th,  Mr.  Belzoni  recommenced  the  excavations  in 
the  valley  of  Beban  el  Molook,  and  pointed  out  the  fortunate 
spot  which  paid  him  for  all  the  trouble  of  his  researches.  He 
may  call  this,  he  adds,  a  fortunate  day,  one  of  the  best  per- 
haps of  his  life  ;  from  the  pleasure  it  afforded  him  of  present- 
ing to  the  world,  a  new  and  perfect  monument  of  Egyptian 
antiquity,  which  can  be  recorded  as  superior  to  any  other  in 
point  of  grandeur,  style  and  preservation,  appearing  as  if 
just  finished  on  the  day  they  entered  it ;  and  what  he  found 
in  it,  he  adds,  will  shew  its  great  superiority  to  all  others. 
Certain  indications  had  convinced  him  of  the  existence  of  a 
large  and  unopened  sepulchre.  Impressed  with  this  idea  be 
caused  the  earth  to  be  dug  away  to  the  depth  of  eighteen 
feet,  when  the  entrance  made  its  appearance.  The  passage, 
however,  was  choked  up  with  large  stones,  which  were  with 
difficulty  removed.  A  long  corridor,  with  a  painted  ceiling, 
led  to  a  staircase  twenty-three  feet  long,  and  nearly  nine 
feet  wide.  At  the  bottom  was  a  door  twelve  feet  high ;  it 
opened  into  a  second  corridor  of  the  same  width,  thirty-se^en 
feet  long,  the  sides  and  ceiling  finely  sculptured  and  painted. 
The  more  he  saw,  he  says,  the  more  he  was  eager  to  see* 
His  progress,  however,  was  interrupted  at  the  end  of  this 
second  corridor  by  a  pit  thirty  feet  deep  and  twelve  wide. 
Beyond  this  he  perceived  a  small  aperture  of  about  two  Coat 
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square  in  the  wall,  out  of  which  hung  a  rope  reaching  proba- 
bly to  the  bottom  of  the  well ;  another  rope  fastened  to  % 
beam  of  wood  stretching  across  the  passage  on  this  side  also 
bung  into  the  well.  One  of  these  ropes  was  apparently  for 
the  purpose  of  descending  on  one  side  of  the  well  and  the 
other  for  that  of  ascending  on  the  opposite  side.  Both  the 
wood  and  the  rope  crumbled  to  dust  on  being  touched. 

By  means  of  two  beams  Mr.  Belzoni  contrived  to  cross 
the  pit  or  well,  and  to  force  a  larger  opening  in  the  wall, 
beyond  which  was  discovered  a  third  corridor  of  the  same 
dimensions  as  the  two  former.  Those  parts  of  the  wood  and 
rope  which  were  on  the  further  side  of  this  wall  did  not  fall 
to  dust,  but  were  in  a  tolerably  good  state  of  preservation, 
owing,  as  he  supposed,  to  the  dryness  of  the  air  in  these 
more  distant  apartments. 

The  sepulchre  was  found  to  open  into  a  number  of  cham- 
bers of  different  dimensions,  with  corridors  and  staircases. 
Of  the  chambers,  the  first  was  a  beautiful  hall,  twenty-seven 
feet  six  inches  by  twenly*five  feet  ten  inches,  in  which  were 
four  pillars  each  three  feet  square.  Mr.  Belzoni  says,  at  the 
end  of  this  room,  which  he  called  the  entrance-hall,  and  op- 
posite the  aperture,  was  a  large  door,  from  which  three  steps 
led  down  into  a  chamber  with  two  pillars,  which  was  twenty- 
eight  feet  two  inches  by  twenty-five  feet  six  inches.  The 
pillars  are  three  feet  ten  inches  square.  He  gave  it  the  name 
of  the  drawing  room  ;  for  it  is  covered  with  figures,  which, 
though  only  outlined,  are  so  fine  and  perfect,  that  one 
would  think  they  had  been  drawn  only  the  day  before.  Re- 
turning into  the  entrance  hall,  they  saw  on  the  left  of  the 
ai)erture  a  large  staurcase,  which  descended  into  a  corridor. 
It  is  thirteen  feet  four  inches  long,  seven  and  a  half  wide,  and 
has  eighteen  steps.  At  the  bottom  they  entered  a  beautiful 
corridor,  thirty-six  feet  six  inches  by  six  feet  eleven  inches. 
They  perceived  that  the  paintings  became  more  perfect  as 
they  advanced  farther  into  the  interior.  They  retained  their 
gloss,  or  a  kind  of  varnish  over  tha  colours,  which  bad  a 
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beautiful  effeet.  The  figares  are  painted  on  a  wkit»  groMd. 
At  the  end  of  this  corridor^  they  descended  ten  stepB,  which 
he  called  the  small  stafars,  into  another,  seventeen  feet  two  in- 
ches by  ten  feet  fire  inches.  From  this  they  entered  a  small 
chamber,  twenty  feet  four  inches  by  thirteen  feet  eight  in* 
cbes,  to  which  he  gave  the  name  of  the  Room  of  Beauties ; 
for  it  was  adorned*  with  the  most  beautiful  figures  in  basso  re^ 
lievo,  like  all  the  rest,  and  painted.  When  standing  in  the 
centre  of  this  chamber,  the  traveller  is  surrounded  by  an 
assembly  of  Egyptian  gods  and  goddesses.  Proceeding 
further,  they  entered  a  large  ball,  twenty-seven  feet  nine 
inches,  by  twenty-six  feet  ten  inches.  In  this  hall  are  two 
rows  of  square  pillars,  three  on  each  side  of  the  entrance, 
forming  a  line  with  the  corridors.  At  each  side  of  this  hall 
was  a  small  chamber :  that  on  the  right  is  ten  feet  five  inches 
by  eight  feet  eight  inches:  that  on  the  left,  ten  feet  five 
inches  by  eight  feet  nine  inches  and  a  half.  This  hall  he 
termed  the  Hall  of  Pillars ;  the  little  room  on  the  right, 
Isis'  Room,  as  in  it  a  large  cow  is  painted  ;  that  on  the  left 
the  Room  of  Mysteries,  from  the  mysterious  figures  it  ex- 
hibits. At  the  end  of  this  hall  they  entered  a  large  saloon, 
with  an  arched  roof  or  ceiling,  which  is  separated  from  the 
Hall  of  Pillars  only  by  a  step;  so  that  the  two  may  be 
reckoned  one.  The  saloon  is  thirty-one  feet  ten  inches  by 
twenty-seven  feet.  On  the  right  of  the  saloon  is  a  small 
chamber  without  any  thing  in  it,  roughly  cut,  as  if  unfinished, 
and  without  painting :  on  the  left  they  entered  a  chamber 
with  two  square  pillars,  twenty-five  feet  eight  inches  by 
twenty-two  feet  ten  inches.  This  he  called  the  sideboard 
room,  as  it  had  a  projection  of  three  feet  in  form  of  a  side- 
board all  round,  which  was  perhaps  intended  to  contain  the 
articles  necessary  for  the  funeral  ceremony.  The  pillars  are 
three  feet  four  inches  square,  and  the  whole  beautifully 
painted  as  the  rest.  At  the  same  end  of  the  room,  and  facing 
the  Hall  of  Pillars,  they  entered  by  a  large  door  into 
another  chamber  with  four  pillars,  one  of  which  is  faHen 
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Aovrn.  This  chamber  is  forty  three  feet  four  inches  by 
seyenteen  feet  six  inches ;  the  pillars  three  feet  seven  iaebet 
square.  It  is  covered  with  white  plaster,  where  the  rock  did 
not  cat  smoothly,  but  there  is  no  painting  on  it.  He  named 
it  the  Bnirs  or  Apis*  Room,  as  they  found  the  carcase  of  a 
bull  in  it,  embalmed  with  asphaltum ;  and  also,  scattered  in 
various  places,  an  immense  quantity  of  small  wooden  figures 
of  mummies  six  or  eight  inches  long,  and  covered  with 
asphaltum  to  preserve  them.  There  were  some  other  figures 
of  fine  earth  baked,  coloured  blue  and  strongly  varnished. 
On  each  side  of  the  two  little  rooms  were  some  wooden 
statues  standing  erect,  four  feet  high,  with  a  circular 
hollow  inside,  as  if  to  contain  a  roll  of  papyrus.  There 
were  likewise  fragments  of  other  statues  of  wood  and  of 
composition. 

The  description  of  what  was  found  in  the  centre  of  the 
saloon,  merits  the  most  particular  attention,  not  having  its 
equal  in  the  world,  and  being  such  as  they  had  no  idea  could 
exist.  It  is,  says  Mr.  Belzoni,  a  sarcophagus  of  the  finest 
oriental  alabaster,  nine  feet  five  inches  long,  and  three  feet 
seven  inches  wide.  Its  thickness  is  only  two  inches ;  and  it 
is  transparent  when  a  light  is  placed  inside  of  it.  It  is 
minutely  sculptured  within  and  without  with  several  hundred 
figures,  which  do  not  exceed  two  inches  in  height,  and  repre- 
sent, as  he  supposes,  the  whole  of  the  funeral  procession  and 
ceremonies  relating  to  the  deceased,  united  with  several 
emblems,  &c.  Nothing  can  give  an  adequate  idea  of  this 
beautiful  and  invaluable  piece  of  antiquity,  and  he  says, 
that  nothing  has  been  brought  into  Europe  from  Egypt  that 
can  be  compared  with  it.  The  cover  was  not  there ;  it  had 
been  taken  out,  and  broken  into  several  pieces,  which  they 
found  in  digging  before  the  first  entrance.  The  sarcophagus 
was  over  a  staircase  in  the  centre  of  the  saloon,  which  com- 
municated with  a  subterraneous  passage  leading  downwards, 
three  hundred  feet  in  length.  At  the  end  of  this  passage 
they  found  a  greit  quantity  of  bats'  dung,  which  choked  it  up. 
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•o  that  they  could  go  no  further  without  di^^g*    It 
nearly  filled  up  too  by  the  falling  in  of  the  upper  part 

The  whole  of  the  figures  and  hieroglyphics  in  this  wonderful 
excavation  are  sculptured  in  has  relief  and  painted  oyer* 
except  in  one  chamber,  where  the  outlines  are  only  given. 
Great  care  appears  to  have  been  taken  to  have  these  accu- 
rate ;  as  several  sketches  were  observed  on  the  walls  in  red 
lines,  which  had  afterwards  been  traced  with  corrections  in 
black ;  the  stone  was  then  cut  away  from  the  side  of  the 
chamber  all  round  the  black  lines*  leaving  the  figure  raised 
to  the  height  of  half  an  inch  or  more,  according  to  its  size. 
A  coat  of  whitewash  was  then  passed  over  it,  which  Mr. 
Belzoni  says  is  still  so  beautiful  and  clear,  that  his  best  and 
whitest  paper  appeared  yellowish  when  compared  to  it. 
The  pamter  came  next  and  finished  the  figure  in  colours, 
which  after  more  than  2000  years  still  retain  all  their  original 
brilliancy.  Among  the  numerous  representations  of  figures 
in  various  positions,  one  group  is  singularly  interesting,  as 
describing  the  march  of  a  military  und  triumphal  procession 
with  three  different  seits  of  prisoners,  who  are  evidently 
Jews,  Ethiopians,  and  Persians.  The  procession  begins  with 
four  red  men  with  white  kirtles  followed  by  a  hawk-headed 
divinity ;  these  are  Egyptians  apparently  released  from  cap- 
tivity and  returning  home  under  the  protection  of  the  na- 
tional deity.  Then  follow  four  white  men  in  striped  and 
fringed  kirtles,  with  black  beards,  and  with  a  simple  white 
fillet  round  their  black  hair ;  these  are  obviously  Jews  and 
might  be  taken  for  the  portraits  of  those,  who,  at  this  day, 
walks  the  streets  of  London.  After  them  come  three  white 
men  with  smaller  beards  and  curled  whiskers,  with  double- 
spreading  plumes  on  their  heads,  tattoed,  and  wearing  robes 
or  mantles  spotted  like  the  skins  of  wild  beasts ;  these  are 
Persians  or  Chaldeans.  Lastly,  come  four  negroes  with  large 
circular  ear-riugs,  and  white  petticoats  supported  by  a  belt 
over  the  shoulder  ;  these  are  Ethiopians. 

The  Egyptians  appear  to  have  had  three  different  modea  of 
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^q^pVJfning  ibrfr  dead;  Herodotna  says,  that  these  medes 
were  acoordiDg  to  the  inclinatbns  of  the  friends  of  the 
deceased,  whether  they  were  disposed  to  be  qMuring  in  Hne 
expense,  or  not.  He  says,  certain  persons  were  appointed 
by  the  laws  to  the  exercise  of  this  profesrion.  When  a  dead 
body  was  broiight  to  them,  tiiey  exhibited .  to  the  friends  of 
the  deceased  different  models,  highly  finished  in  wood.  The 
most  perfect  of  these,  he  «aid,  resembles  one,  whom  I  do 
not  think  it  religions  to  name  on  snch  an  occarion;  flie 
second  was  of  less  price,  and  inferior  in  point  of  execution ; 
the  other  wai  still  more  mean.  They  then  enquired  afiet 
which  model  the  deceased  should  be  represented*  When 
the  price  was  determined,  the  relations  retired,  and  Ae 
embahners  proceeded  in  their  work.  In  the  most  perfect 
specimens  of  their  art,  they  extracted  the  brain  through  flie 
nostrils,  partly  with  a  piece  of  crooked  iron,  and  partly  by 
the  infusion  of  drugs.  They  then,  with  an  Ethiopian  stone^ 
made  an  incision  in  the  side,  through  which  they  drew  out 
the  intestines.  These  they  cleansed  thoroughly*  washing 
them  wifli  palm-wine,  and  afterwards  covering  them  with 
pounded  aromatics.  They  then  filled  the  body  with  powder 
of  pure  myrrh,  cassia,  and  other  spices,  without  firankincense. 
Havbg  sewn  up  the  body,  it  was  covered  with  nitre  for  the 
q>ace  of  seventy  days,  which  time  they  were  not  allowed  to 
exceed.  At  the  end  of  this  period,  being  first  washed,  it  waa 
closely  wrapped  in  bandages  of  cotton,  dipped  in  a  gum* 
which  the  Egyptians  used  as  a  glue.  It  was  then  returned  to 
the  relations,  who  inclosed  die  body  in  a  case  of  wood,  made 
to  resemble  a  human  figure,  and  placed  it  agamst  the  wall 
in  the  repository  of  their  dead.  This  was  flie  most  costly 
mode  of  embahning. 

For  those  who  wished  to  be  at  less  expense,  the  foDow^ 
ing  metihod  was  adopted.  They  neither  drew  out  die  in* 
lestines»  nor  made  an  uiQision  in  the  dead  body,  butinjeoteda 
liniment  m^de  firom  Ae  cedar*  After  taking  proper  mean 
to  secure  the  fageeted  oil  within  tiielMMljf,  Vt  ttat^  t(m«Ba4 
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with  nitre  for  tlie  time  above  gpecified.  On  tbey  last  Akj 
tbey  withdrew  the  liquid  before  introduced,  which  brought 
with  it  all  the  intestines.  The  nitre  dried  up  and  hardened 
the  flesh,  so  that  the  corpse  appeared  little  but  skin  and  bone. 
In  this  state  the  body  was  returned,  and  no  furAer  care 
taken  concerning  it. 

There  was  a  tfahrd  mode  of  embahntng,  appropriated  to 
the  poor.  A  particular  kind  of  lotion  was  made  to  pass 
through  the  body,  which  was  aftemrards  merely  left  in  nitre 
for  the  above  space  of  seventy  days,  and  then  returned. 
Such  is  the  account  given  by  Herodotus. 

Mr.  Belzoni  says,  that  Herodotus  was  incorrect  in  some 
of  his  accounts  of  the  mummies ;  he  mentions  them  as 
erect :  but  it  is  somewhat  singular,  that  in  many  pits  which 
Mr.  Belzoni  opened,  not  a  single  mummy  was  standing. 
On  the  contrary,  he  found  them  lying  regularly,  in  horizontid 
rows,  and  some  were  sunk  into  a  cement,  which  must  have 
been  nearly  fluid  when  the  cases  were  placed  on  it. 

The  lower  classes  were  not  buried  in  cases:  they  were 
dried  up,  as  it  appears,  after  the  regular  preparation  of  the 
seventy  days.  Mummies  of  this  sort  were  in  the  proportion 
of  about  ten  to  one  of  the  better  class,  as  near  as  he  could 
calculate  by  the  quantity  he  saw  of  both ;  and  it  appeared, 
that  after  the  operation  of  the  nitre,  adopted  by  the  mummy- 
makers,  these  bodies  may  have  been  dried  in  the  sun. 

Among  these  tombs  they  saw  some  which  contained  the 
mummies  of  animals  intermixed  with  human  bodies.  There 
were  bulls,  cows,  sheep,  monkeys,  foxes,  cats,  crocodiles, 
fishes,  and  birds.  Some  of  the  mummies  have  garlands  of 
flowers,  and  leaves  of  the  acacia,  or  sunt  tree,  over  their 
heads  and  breasts.  This  tree  is  often  seen  on  the  banks  of 
the  Nile,  above  Thebes,  and  particularly  in  Nubia.  The 
flower,  when  fresh,  is  yellow,  and  of  a  very  hard  substance, 
appearing  as  if  artificial.  The  leaves,  also,  are  very  strong, 
and  though  dried  and  turned  brown,  they  still  retain  their 
fomneas.    In  Ae  inside  of  these  mummies  are  found  lumps 
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•r  atphaUnni  araieUiiicir  to  large  o  to  iMigh  two  pmuim> 
The  eBtrails  of  Ihcte  oummies  are  oftea  fduiid  bound  op  lo 
liaen  end  M^udtam.  What  doeo  lot  inoorpomte  wilh  Hk$ 
fleshy  party  remains  of  the  natural  eolour  of  the  piteh  t  but 
that  whieb  doei  ineorporate  heoomea  browBf  and  oTideatl j 
mixed  with  the  grease  of  the  body,  forming  anMym,  which  on 
pressure  crumbles  into  dust.  Tlie  wooden  case  is  first  eo-> 
Tered  with  a  layer  or  two  of  cement^  not  unlike  plaster  of 
Paris ;  and  on  this  ava  sometimes  cast  figures  in  basso  relievo^ 
for  which  ttiey  make  holes  out  in  stone*  The  whole  eeee  is 
painted ;  the  ground  geoerally  yellowt  the  figursaand  liierq* 
glyphies  blue^  green,  red,  and  Uack*  The  last  is  very  sel- 
dom used.  The  whole  of  tlie  painting  is  ooTcved  with  a 
varnish,  which  preserves  it  very  effectually. 

It  is  somewhat  singular  that  no  instruments  of  war  SD? 
found  in  these  places,  when  it  is  eonsidc^  what  a  warUkf 
nation  the  Egyptians  were. 

The  reader  may  see  several  of  these  mummi^  in  the 
British  Museum  (  which  place  is  open  to  the  public  every 
Monday,  Wednesday,  and  Friday,  and  any  person  decently 
dressed  is  admitted  between  the  hours  of  ten  and  two 
o^clock. 

Dr.  Yomig  observes,  that  the  sepulchral  inscriptions  con- 
stitute the  most  considerable  part  of  the  Egyptian  literature 
which  remains ;  that  the  general  tenor  of  them,  as  might  Im 
expected,  from  the  testimony  of  Herodotus,  appears  to  be 
the  identification  of  the  deceased  with  Onris,  and,  if  a  fe- 
male, with  Isis ;  and  that  the  subject  of  the  most  usual  re- 
presentations, seems  to  be  the  reception  of  tliis  new  person^ 
age  by  the  principal  deities. 

By  a  diligent  and  accurate  comparison  of  a  great  number 
of  these  hieroglyphical  and  pictorial  represaitations,  he  bin 
succeeded  in  ascertaining  the  names  of  the  principal  deitKs, 
and  of  several  of  the  kings  of  Egypt,  as  well  as  the  roeatnmg 
of  the  epUhete  atuehed  to  them  s  and  from  the  hieroglyphic 
of  the  Bume^  aad. ether  eoKebomliag  cironmstances,  he 
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entertains  no  doubt  whatever,  that  the  principal  figure  take|i 
from  the  wall  of  the  catacomb  in  question^  is  meant  for 
Psammis,  wbo^  according  to  Herodotus^  was  the  son  of 
Necos  or  Nechao. 

There  was  a  procession  of  native  Egyptians,  and  of  cap*- 
live  Ethiopians,  Jews,  and  Persians,  each  distinctly  and 
characteristically  marked  in  feature,  colour  and  dress ;  an 
event  which  we  shall  find  to  accord  with  the  history  of  the 
times :  for  we  know  from  the  great  source  of  all  authentic 
information  relating  to  ancient  history,  the  Bible,  thatNecho, 
the  father  of  Psammis,  carried  on  war  with  the  Jews  and 
Babylonians ;  and  Herodotus  notices  his  expedition  against 
the  Ethiopians ;  so  that  this  procession  may  very  naturally  be 
considered  as  consisUng  of  the  three  descriptions  of  captives 
made  in  his  wars.  In  turning  to  the  35th  Chapter  of  the 
2Bd  of  Chronicles,  we  shall  find  this  painting  of  the  catacomb 
more  strikingly  elucidated  by  the  following  remarkable 
passage :  *  After  all  this,  when  Josiah  had  prepared  the 
temple,  Necho,  king  of  Egypt,  came  up  to  fight  against 
Charchemish,  by  Euphrates  ;  and  Josiah  went  out  against 
him.  But  he  sent  ambassadors  to  him,  saying,  what  have  I 
to  do  with  thee,  thou  king  of  Judea  ?  I  come  not  against 
thee  this  day,  but  against  the  house  wherewith  I  have  war ; 
for  God  commanded  me  to  make  haste ;  forbear  thee  from 
meddling  with  God,  who  is  with  me,  that  he  destroy  thee 
not.  Nevertbeleiss,  Josiah  would  not  turn  his  face  firom  him, 
but  disguised  himself,  that  he  might  fight  with  him,  and 
hearkened  not  unto  the  words  of  Necho  from  the  mouth  of 
God,  and  came  to  fight  in  the  valley  of  Megiddo.  And  the 
archers  shot  at  King  Josiah ;  and  the  king  said  to  his  servants, 
have  meaway,  for  I  am  sore  wounded.  His  servants  there- 
fore took  him  out  of  that  chariot,  and  put  him  in  the  second 
chariot  he  had,  and  they  brought  him  to  Jerusalem  and  he 
died,  and  was  buried  in  one  of  the  sepulchres  of  bis  fathers^ 
and  all  Judah  and  Jerusalem  mourned  for  Josiah/  And 
again,  in  Chapter  S6 ;  «  Then  the  people  of  the  landt  too)L 
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.^enoanaSi  the  son  of  Josiah,  and  made  him  king  in  hw 
father's  tiead  in  Jerusalem.  Jehoahaz  was  twenty  and 
three  years  old  when  he  began  to  reign,  and  he  reigned  three 
months  in  Jerusalem.  And  the  king  of  Egypt  put  him 
down  at  Jerusalem,  and  condemned  the  land  in  a  hundred 
talents  of  silver,  and  a  talent  of  gold*  And  the  king  of 
Egypt  made  Eliakim,  his  brother,  king  over  Judahand  Jeru* 
salem,  and  turned  his  name  to  Jehoiakim.  And  Necho  took 
Jehoahazj  his  brother^  and  carried  him  into  Egypt.'' 

The  wonderful  sculptures  of  the  Egyptians  are  to  be 
admired  for  the  boldness  of  their  execution.  Their  enormous 
sizes  render  it  difficult  for  the  artists  to  maintain  their  due 
proportions,  which  were  according  to  the  height  of  the 
figure.  For  instance,  if  a  statue  were  erected  of  the  siM 
of  life,  the  head  was  of  the  natural  size  ;  if  the  statue  were 
thirty  feet  high,  the  head  was  larger  in  proportion  to  the 
body  ;  and  if  fifty  feet  high,  the  magnitude  of  the  head  was 
farther  increased.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  in  statues  of  so 
great  height,  the  distance  from  the  eyes  of  the  spectator 
would  have  so  much  diminished  the  size,  that  the  head  would 
have  appeared  too  small  in  proportion  to  the  legs.  The 
tedious  work  of  the  endless  hieroglyphics  which  are  to  be 
seen  in  every  part  of  every  edifice,  the  numberless  figures 
on  the  temples,  tombs,  obelisks,  and  walls,  must  have  required 
wonderful  labour.  They  had  only  four  sorts  of  stones  in 
general  use  for  sculpture,  the  sandy,  the  calcareous,  breccia, 
and  granite  All,  except  the  first,  are  very  hard,  and  what 
is  most  singular  is,  it  is  not  known  with  what  tools  they  were 
cut  out.  Ocular  demonstration  shews,  that  the  tools  of  the 
present  day  will  not  cut  granite  without  great  difficulty. 

When  a  young  man  wants  to  marry,  he  goes  to  the  father 
of  the  intended  bride,  and  agrees  with  him  what  he  is  to  pay 
for  her.  This  being  settled,  so  much  money  is  to  be  spent  on 
the  wedding-day  feast.  To  set  up  housekeeping  nothing  it 
requisite  but  two  or  three  earthen  pots,  a  stone  to  grind 
meal  and  a  mat,  whieh  h  the  bed.    The  spouse  has  a  gown 
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otad  >wels  of  her  own ;  and,  if  the  bridegrooin  pt^etH  lier 
with  a  Daii  of  bracelets  of  silver,  i^ory,  ct  glass,  she  is  happy 
atid  fbttunate  indeed.  The  house  is  ready,  Withottt  real  or 
taxes  No  rain  can  pass  through  the  roof ;  and  there  is  no 
door,  for  there  is  no  want  of  one,  as  there  is  nothing  to  lose. 
They  make  a  kind  of  box  of  clay  and  straw,  which,  after  two 
or  three  day*s  exposure  to  the  sun,  becomes  quite  liard.  It 
is  fixed  on  a  stand,  an  aperture  is  left  to  put  all  thdr  pre« 
cious  things  into  it,  and  a  piece  of  mummy  ease  forms  the 
door.  If  the  house  do  not  please  them,  they  walk  out  and 
enter  another  as  there  are  several  hundreds  at  their  com* 
tnand. 

At  Carnak,  one  morning,  previous  to  crossing  the  Nile  to 
Gournou,  Mr.  Belsoni  set  several  men  to  work  on  a  spot  of 
ground  at  the  foot  of  a  heap  of  earth,  where  part  of  a  large 
colossus  projected  out.  Mr.  Beechey,  who  sometimes  visited 
the  ruins,  superintended  the  work  on  that  day ;  and  had  the 
pleasure  to  discover  a  colossal  head,  larger  than  that  which 
bad  been  sent  to  England.  It  was  of  red  granite,  of  beautiful 
workmanship,  and  uncommonly  well  preserved,  except  one 
ear,  and  part  of  the  chin,  whioh  had  been  knocked  off  along 
with  the  beard.  It  is  detached  from  the  shoulder  at  the 
lower  part  of  the  neck,  and  has  the  usual  corn-measure,  or 
mitre,  on  its  head.  Though  of  larger  proportion  than  the 
young  Memnon,  it  is  not  so  bulky  or  heavy,  as  it  has  no  part 
of  the  shoulder  attached  to  it.  Mr.  Belzoni  had  it  removed 
to  Luxor,  which  employed  eight  days,  though  the  distance  is 
little  more  than  a  mile.  Besides  this  head,  which  is  ten 
feet  from  the  neck  to  the  top  of  the  mitre,  he  procured  an 
arm  belonging  to  the  same  colossus,  whioh  measures  also  ten 
feet,  and  with  the  head,  will  give  a  just  idea  of  the  sixe  of 
the  statue. 

At  this  time  an  order  came  from  the  Defterdar  Bey,  who 
had  arrived  at  Gamota,  three  miles  north  of  Thebes,  to  all 
the  Cacheffs  and  Caimakans,  who  commanded  on  both  sides 
of  Thebes,  not  to  permit  the  English  to  nccumnlate  any 
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yriore  antiquities,  nor  to  allow  the  Arabs  to  viotk  or  sell  any 
thing  more  to  them  on  any  aeoount. 

Hr.  Belsooi  waited  on  the  Bey  the  next  morning,  and 
found  him  seated  in  his  divan,  surrounded  by  his  Cachefli^ 
and  a  number  of  other  attendants.  He  received  him  coolly* 
He  inquired  whether  be  bad  not  yet  made  up  his  collection. 
lie  answered,  that,  as  long  as  be  had  his  permission  be 
would  still  endeavour  to  find  something  more. 

It  was  manifest  be  wanted  an  excuse  for  bis  conduct;  for 
lie  said  he  had  been  informed  that  the  Fellahs  had  complained 
of  being  exceedingly  ill«treated,  and  that  they  drew  their 
swords  to  cut  off  their  beads  and  Mr.  Belzoni's  people  beat 
(hem  coutinuaiiy. 

The  Bey  said,  that  Mr.  Belzoni  had  bought  nearly  every 
article  of  antiquity  that  could  be  obtained  in  Goumou,  and 
therefore  it  was  time  to  stop  their  proceediogs.  Mr.  Bel« 
zoni  replied,  that  what  he  had  bought  had  been  voluntarily 
8old  by  the  Arabs,  and  begged  the  Bey  not  to  believe  what 
he  heard  from  his  opponents*  The  Bey  inquired  whether 
Oournou  was  far  off.  On  being  shewn  the  place  out  of 
the  window,  six  miles  distant,  he  ordered  horses,  and  in  a 
few  minutes  they  set  off  for  that  place.  He  went  straight 
on  to  Memnonium;  where  he  inquired  about  the  great 
mosquees,  as  he  named  them,  and  put  several  questions  con- 
cerning the  buildings  and  the  colossi  that  are  there.  He 
tlien  proceeded  to  the  two  colossi.  After  a  general  survey 
of  the  ruins,  he  seated  himself  before  the  famous  battle 
painted  on  tlie  wall,  and  gave  his  opinion  concerning  it ;  ob- 
serving, it  was  impossible  that  the  colouring  could  have  been 
clone  at  the  time  the  figures  were  made,  as  it  was  so  fresh, 
and  the  stones  so  much  broken.  Mr.  Belzoni  said,  it  was 
owing  to  the  climate  of  the  country  that  these  things  were 
preserved ;  but  he  persisted  in  bis  opinion,  that  it  was  im- 
possible it  could  be  so.  Then,  quitting  his  station,  he  seated 
himself  nnder  the  archway  of  the  first  entrance,  and  called 
the  Shiek  of  Qournou,  whom  he  knew  to  be  their  friend,  and 
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wb  h«cl  received  the  order  the  Dight  before.  The  poor 
Shiek,  trembling  all  over  at  this  call,  was  asked  how  many 
men  there  were  in  Gournou  who  dug  the  ground  in  search 
of  mummies.  The  Shiek  answered  six  or  seven.  It  was 
]>lain  the  Bey  did  not  know  what  to  do  to  gratify  his  spleen  ; 
and)  as  he  could  not  avoid  retracting  the  order,  the  poor 
Shick  was  to  sufier.  A  diabolical  thought  came  into  his 
head  ;  and  he  asked  the  Shiek  if  he  could  find  in'Gournoa  a 
mummy  that  had  not  been  opened.  The  Shiek  answered, 
that  one  might  be  found,  if  he  gave  him  time  to  search  ;  but 
the  people  who  find  them  always  open  them  instantly.  On 
this  the  Bey  flew  into  a  great  rage,  and  insisted  that  one 
should  be  found  immediately  ;  and,  if  he  did  not  find  it,  he 
would  give  him  the  bastinado.  The  poor  Shiek  was  ordered 
to  dig  directly  under  his  feet  and  take  out  a  mummy ;  but 
he  answered  that  the  mummies  were  in  Gournou,  and  none 
were  ever  found  in  the  place  where  he  stood ;  and  it  was 
well  for  him  that  one  of  the  attendants  and  a  Cachefi^  con- 
firmed what  he  said.  The  Bey  then  sent  him  to  Gournou, 
and  told  him  to  see  that  he  found  a  mummy,  in  its  case,  and 
unopened  ;  and  he  allowed  him  an  hour  for  doing  it.  The 
poor  Shiek  attempted  to  speak,  but  was  turned  out  by  three 
or  four  soldiers.  They  then  went  to  Gournou,  and  under  a 
doum-tree  saw  the  Shiek  and  some  of  the  Janiiaries,  with 
the  mummy  ready  for  bis  highness.  Before  he  drew  near  to 
ascertain  the  fact,  the  Bey  began  to  cry  out  that  he  was  sure 
it  had  been  opened  by  one  of  the  fellows  who  search  for 
mummies  ;  and  it  was  in  vain  he  was  told  otherwise.  None 
could  imagine  things  would  be  carried  on  to  such  an  extreme. 
That  i[\  case  had  been  opened  no  one  could  suspect;  but 
the  Bey  wanted  a  pretence  to  beat  the  poor  Shiek  for  beings 
BIr.  Bplsoni^s  friend.  Accordingly,  he  ordered  him  to  be 
immediately  stretched  on  the  ground  ;  and  such  a  scene  en- 
sued,  as  drew  from  the  Turks  themselves  expressions  both  of 
displeasure  and  disgust.  Mr.  Belzoni  endeavoured  to  iatep* 
cede  for  the  unfortunate  vitelcVi)N«u^^\>XaAv>Ava&H^«»^^dec 
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the  sticky  but  it  was  useless,  as  the  more  be  entreated,  the 
morebeatiDg  he  reeeived.  The  interpreter  not  reflecting 
on  what  he  did,  ventured  to  intercede  in  the  name  of  Mr» 
Salt,  the  British  consul,  at  which  the  Bey  laughed.  He 
then  begged  in  the  name  of  his  father-in-law,  the  Bashaw ; 
and  the  Bey  made  answer,  that  he  was  the  sole  commander 
in  all  business  there ;  adding,  to  the  man  wbo  was  punish- 
ing the  Sbiek,  "  Go  on,  go  on,  and  harcL 

By  this  time  the  poor  fellow  was  like  the  mummy  that  lay 
by  bis  side,  deprived  of  sense  and  feeling  ;  and  with  a  little 
more  beating  would  have  remained  therefor  ever,  and  been 
buried  where  he  lay.  At  last  he  told  the  man  to  stop,  and 
the  miserable  Sbiek  was  carried  to  his  cave  as  into  his  tomb ; 
and  was,  indeed,  more  fit  for  the  tomb  than  for  a  house. 
The  Bey  then  caused  the  mummy  to  be  opened,  and  finding 
nothing,  he  exclaimed,  if  they  did  not  bring  him  one  that  was 
entire,  he  would  throw  the  Sbiek  into  the  river. 

An  order  was  sent,  that  tbey  might  have  twenty  men  to 
work  for  eight  days.  When  Mr.  Belzoni  perceived  that  the 
Bey  did  not  stop,  hespoke  to  the  Cacbefi^,  to  use  his  influence, 
that  the  order  might  be  enforced  ;  but  be  seemed  desirous  of 
evading  it,  as  he  was  aware  it  was  merely  a  pretext  on  the 
part  of  the  Bey.  He  says,  J  saw  plainly,  that  we  had 
been  calumniated  to  the  Bey ;  and  the  Cacheff  protested, 
that  if  it  had  been  in  his  power,  he  would  have  befriended  us. 
Accordingly  I  gave  him  to  understand  that  it  would  be  to  his 
advantage  to  be  friendly  to  our  party,  as  well  as  to  the  other, 
and  that  the  Bey's  enmity  would  not  last  much  longer. 
Mr.  Belzoni  said,  it  was  some  business  which  had  prevented 
the  Consul  from  coming,  who  intended  to  bring  with  him 
presents  both  to  the  Bey  and  the  Cachefi^,  when  all  would  be 
set  to  rights  again.  At  length,  persuasions  prevailed :  and  he 
ordered  the  men  to  work ;  and  in  a  few  days  Mr.  Belzoni 
follected  all  the  pieces  of  antiquity  together  on  the  quay  o( 
Luxor ;  and  caused  a  mud  wall  to  be  made  round  them.    . 

Various  phenomena  often  happen  in  Egi^^    "^^^  vcVvrV 
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fMtub  ocoiar  all  tbe  year  nMind,  Ibot  capeciaU j  at  tte  timeai 
Ibe  caiDseea  wiiid,  wbieb  bagina  in  April,  ajkl  laata  fifty 
days.  Hence  the  name  of  earoaeea,  which  ia Arabic  ngtti- 
fies  fifty.  It  geaerally  blowa  fromtha  aoath^weat,  aad  laata 
four,  fife,  or  six  days  without  varytaf ,  so  tery  atroog,  ttiat 
it  rakes  tkie  sands  to  a  great  height,  forming  a  general  elond, 
.ao  thick  that  it  ia  impossible  to  keep  the  eyea  open,  if  not 
under  cover.  It  is  troublesome  even  to  the  Arabs;  it  foroee 
the  sand  into  the  houses  through  cTery  ersnny,  and  fills  every 
thing  with  it  The  caravans  cannot  proceed  in  tbe  deserts; 
the  boats  cannot  continue  their  voyages  ;  and  the  travellers 
are  obliged  to  eat  sand  in  spite  of  their  teeth.  The  whole  is 
like  a  chaos.  Often  a  quantity  of  sand  and  smaH  atones  gra- 
dually ascends  to  a  great  height,  and  forma  a  eolunni  sixty 
or  seventy  feet  ia  diameter,  and  so  thick,  that  were  it  steady 
on  one  spot,  it  would  appear  a  solid  mass.  This  not  only 
revolves  within  its  own  circumference,  but  runs  in  a  circular 
direction  over  a  great  space  of  ground,  sometimes  maintain- 
ing itself  in  motion  for  half  an  hour,  and  where  it  falla  it 
accumulates  a  small  hill  of  sand. 

The  next  phenomenon  is  the  mirage^  often  described  by 
travellers,  who  assert  having  been  deceived  by  it,  as  st 
a  distance  it  appears  like  water.  It  generally  sppears  like 
a  still  lake,  so  unmoved  by  the  wind,  that  every  thing  above 
is  to  be  seen  most  distinctly  reflected  by  it,  which  is  the 
principal  cause  of  tbe  deception.  If  the  wind  agitate  any  of 
tbe  plants  that  rise  above  tbe  horizon  of  the  mirage,  be  can- 
not see  through  it,  so  that  it  oppears  to  him  clear  water. 
On  approaching  it,  it  becomes  thinner,  and  appears  as  if 
agitated  by  the  wind,  like  a  field  of  ripe  corn.  It  gradually 
vanishes  as  the  traveller  approaches,  and  at  lost  entirely 
disappears  when  be  is  on  the  spot. 

Tbe  third  phenomenon  is  the  locwftM.  These  animala 
are  seen  in  such  clouds,  that  twice  the  number  in  the  name 
space  would  form  an  opaque  mass,  which  would  wholly  in- 
tercept tbe  rays  of  the  sun,  and  cause  complete  daritnesa. 
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They  alight  od  fields  of  corn^  or  other  Tegetables^  aad  in  a 
few  minutes  devour  their  whole  produee.  The  nativea 
make  a  great  noise  to  frighten  them  away,  but  in  Tain ; 
and,  by  way  of  retaliation,  they  catch  and  eat  them  when 
fried,  considering  them  a  dainty  repast.  They  are  something 
like  the  grasshopper  in  form,  about  two  inches  in  length. 
They  are  generally  of  a  yellow  or  gold  colour,  but  there  are 
some  red  and  some  green. 

The  work  of  the  columns  of  a  temple  in  the  isle  of  Philoe, 
is  in  a  much  lighter  style  than  the  old  Egyptian,  evincing 
that  nation  would  have  improved  gradually ;  and  in  due 
course  of  time,  by  amalgamating  the  Gkecian  elegance  with 
the  vast  and  lofty  magnificence  of  its  own  works  of  art,  would 
have  formed  an  architecture  of  which  we  have  no  idea,  but, 
no  doubt,  most  sublime^  There  are  other  proofs  that  this 
temple  is  a  more  modern  structure,  formed  of  the  materials 
of  an  older  edifice.  In  one  of  the  columns,  opposite  the 
gate  in  the  portico  which  leads  to  the  sanctuary,  there  is  in 
the  centre,  a  stone,  sculptured  with  hieroglyphics  inverted; 
and  another  stone  of  this  kind  is  to  be  seen  in  the  same 
column  on  the  west  side,  near  the  ground.  The  whole  edifice 
consists  of  two  temples,  nearly  united  together.  A  small 
temple^  dedicated  to  Isis,  is  within  the  peristyle  of  the 
larger,  which  was  dedicated  to  the  same  goddess,  to  Serapis, 
and  to  the  rest  of  the  gods.  The  building  foces  the  south, 
with  a  large  portal  or  propyleon,  flanked  by  two  porticoes 
or  colonnades,  the  capitals  of  the  pillars  of  which  are  different 
from  each  other.  At  the  entrance  of  the  first  portal  lies  an 
obelisk  of  granite,  thrown  down,  its  pedestal  having  a  Greek 
inscription  on  it,  which  is  a  complaint  of  the  priests,  addressed 
to  Ptolemy  and  Cleopatra,  against  the  soldiers  and  the  go- 
vernment of  that  place,  and  proves  tliat  the  Egyptian  priests 
had  no  influence  in  the  government  at  that  period.  The  in- 
scription was  discovered  by  an  English  traveller,  Mr.  Banks^ 
who,  not  having  time  to  dig  it  out,  left  it,  and  Mr.  Beechey 
took  a  copy  of  it.    Part  of  another  obelisk  and  pedestal  are 
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to  be  teen  in  the  amd  w«ll  <»ppo9itc«    Tiitre  are  alto  iwrm 
UooBf  of  granite.  . 

After  paaung  the  firat  portal  ia  the  eniniiiee  to  the  pro* 
naos ;  od  tba  weat  of  wbkh  ia  the  amall  temple  of  lata,  aur* 
rounded  by  aquare  pillars,  with  the  bead  of  the  goddeaa  aa 
the  capital.  The  inner  part  conaiats  of  three  apartmenla :  the 
portico,  the  cella,  and  the  adytum.  The  hierogiypbica  en 
it  are  nearly  perfect,  but  almost  covered  with  aaiid,  as  it  baa 
aerved  aa  a  Greek  chapel.  On  Uie  east  aide  of  the  pronaoa 
is  a  gallery  with  several  cells,  no  doubt  for  the  use  of  the 
priests ;  and  the  north  is  the  second  portal,  covered  with 
colossal  figures  like  tlie  first.  On  passing  this  you  come  to 
the  portico,  which  is  reckoned  the  most  perfect  and  beautiful 
part  of  this  building.  The  hieroglyphics  are  entire  a»d  bigbly 
painted,  as  are  the  capitals  of  the  oolumna,  whioh  are  ten  19 
number.  The  figures  on  the  wall  of  this  portico  are  all  di» 
vided  into  several  groups,  forming  oompsrtmeAta  of  five  feet 
high  ;  those  on  the  columns  forming  the  ornaments  of  thia 
hall  are  highly  beautiful.  There  are  other  ruins  on  the  west 
of  the  island,  which  formed  the  entrance  into  the  temple  bj 
the  water-side;  and  on  the  north-east  are  the  remains  of 
three  arches  made  by  the  Romans.  The  middle  arch  baa 
fallen  down.  On  the  key-atone  the  words  ^^  sanctum,  sanotumt 
sanctum,"  are  cut;  affording  clear  evidence,  that  this  island 
served  as  a  holy  seat  not  only  to  the  Egyptians  and  Greeks^ 
but  also  to  the  Romans.  There  are  marks  of  the  whole  tem- 
ple having  been  fitted  up  for  Christian  worship.  The  waUa 
are  covered  with  mud,  to  hide  the  bieroglypbios  00  tbem ; 
and  some  figures  peculiar  to  the  Christian  religion  were 
painted  on  this ;  but  time  uncovered  the  hieroglyphics  agaia^ 
as  the  mud  lost  its  hold  in  several  places.  At  the  back  of  the 
temple,  or  on  the  north  side  of  it,  are  the  foundationa  of  a 
building  that  served  for  a  Greek  church,  and  was  formed  of 
the  stones  from  the  ruins  of  the  other  buildings,  as  ia  obf  ioua 
from  the  hieroglyphics  00  them.  This  island  is  perhapa  the 
most  superb  group  of  ruins  ever  beheld  togeth^  in  ae  amall  a 
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vpace  ot  groond.  The  wbole  island,  wUch  it  not  mof  6  thtn 
a  thousand  feet  in  length,  nn^  less  than  Are  ha&dred  kk 
breadth,  is  richly  covered  with  rains;  and  being  detached 
from  the  other  barren  islands  which  surronnd  it  at  some  dii* 
tance,  has  a  very  snperb  appearance. 

In  a  valley  to  the  westward  of  Beban  el  Halook  Mr. 
Bel2oni  found  that  the  Egyptians  had  a  particular  manner  of 
forming  the  entrance  into  their  tombs,  which  gave  him  many 
leading  ideas  to  the  discovery  of  them.  Besides,  the  suppo- 
sition that  many  of  these  tombs  must  have  been  buried  under 
the  stones  and  rubbish,  which  continually  fall  from  the  moun* 
tains,  the  great  quantity  of  materials  cut  out  of  the  tomb  ac- 
cumulated in  considerable  heaps  in  different  parts  in  the  vaU 
ley,  might  give  various  suggestions  of  the  spots  where  the 
entrance  to  the  tombs  was  to  be  found,  as  is  justly  observed 
by  Mr.  Hamilton. 

He  set  men  to  work  near  a  hundred  yards  from  the  tomb 
which  he  discovered  the  year  before ;  and  when  they  had  got  a 
little  below  the  surface,  they  came  to  some  large  stones,  which 
had  evidently  been  put  there  by  those  who  closed  the  tomb. 
Having  removed  these  stones,  he  perceived  the  rock  bad 
been  cut  on  both  sides,  and  found  a  passage  leading  down* 
wards.  He  could  proceed  no  farther  that  day,  as  the  men 
were  much  fatigued,  and  he  had  more  than  four  miles  to  re- 
turn to  Thebes.  The  next  day  they  resumed  their  labour,  and 
in  a  few  hours  came  to  a  well-built  wall  of  stones  of  various 
sizes.  The  following  day  he  caused  a  large  pole  to  be  brought, 
and  by  means  of  another  small  piece  of  palm-tree  laid  across 
the  entrance,  he  made  a  machine  not  unlike  a  battering-ram. 
The  walls  resisted  the  blows  of  the  Arabs  for  some  time,  bat 
they  contrived  to  make  a  breach  at  last,  and  in  thb  way  the 
opening  was  enlarged.  Mr.  Belzoni  and  his  party  immedi- 
ately entered,  and  found  themselves  on  a  staircase,  eight  feet 
wide  and  ten  feet  high,  at  the  bottom  of  which  were  fooi 
mummies,  in  their  ca^es,  lying  flat  on  the  ground  with  their 
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heads  toward  the  outside.  Farther  on  were  four  more  Ijing 
m  the  same  direction.  The  cases  were  all  painted,  and  one 
had  a  large  covering  thrown  over  it,  exactly  like  the  pall 
upon  the  coffins  of  the  present  day. 

He  went  through  the  operation  of  examining  all  these 
mnmmies  one  by  one.  They  were  much  alike  in  their  fold- 
ings, except  that  which  had  the  painted  linen  over  it 
Among  the  others  he  found  one,  that  had  new  linen  appa- 
rently put  over  the  old  rags;  which  proves,  that  the 
Egyptians  took  great  care  of  their  dead,  even  for  many 
years  after  their  decease.  That  which  was  dbtinguished 
from  all  the  rest,  was  dressed  in  a  finer  linen,  and  more  neatly 
wrapped  up.  It  had  garlands  of  flowers  and  leaves,  and  on 
the  side  over  the  heart  was  a  plate  of  metal,  soft  like  lead, 
covered  with  another  metal,  not  unlike  silver  leaf.  It  had 
the  eyes  of  a  cow,  which  so  often  represents  Isis,  engraved 
on  it;  and  in  the  centre  of  the  breast  was  another  plate, 
.with  the  winged  globe.  Both  plates  were  nearly  six  inches 
long.  On  unfolding  the  linen,  they  found  it  very  fine, 
which  was  not  the  case  with  the  other  mummies ;  for,  after 
three  or  four  foldings,  it  was  generally  of  a  coarser  kind« 
At  last  came  the  body,  of  which  nothing  is  to  be  seen  but 
the  bones,  which  had  assumed  a  yellow  tint.  The  case  was 
in  part  painted ;  but  the  linen  cloth  covering  it  fell  to  pieces 
as  soon  as  it  was  touched,  owing  to  the  paint  that  was  on 
it,  which  consisted  of  various  devices  and  flowers.  The 
cases  were  sunk  four  inches  into  the  cement  already  men- 
tioned. Some  of  the  painting  on  the  inside  of  the  cases  ap- 
peared quite  fresh,  as  if  recently  done  ;  and  there  was  gene- 
rally a  coat  of  varnish.  For  what  purpose  this  tomb  might 
have  been  intended,  cannot  be  said,  perhaps  it  was  origi- 
nally designed  for  one  of  the  royal  blood.  It  appeared  by  the 
entrance  to  have  been  commenced  on  a  scale  similar  to  those 
of  the  kings ;  though  it  seems  to  have  been  finished  for  a 
more  humble  family. 

The  residt  of  the  researches  gave  all  the  satisfactioo  de- 
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titedf  of  finding  mummies  in  cases,  in  their  original  position: 
but  this  was  not  the  principal  object ;  for,  as  he  was  near 
the  place  where  the  kings  of  Egypt  were  bnried»  ho  thought 
he  might  have  a  chance  of  discovering  some  of  their  relics. 

The  sacred  valley,  named  Beban  el  Malook,  begins  at 
Goumou,  runs  towards  the  south-west,  and  gpradually  turns 
due  south.  It  contains  the  celebrated  tombs  of  the  kings  of 
Egypt,  and  divides  itself  into  two  different  branches,  one  of 
which  runs  two  miles  farther  to  the  westward,  making  five 
miles  from  the  Nile  to  the  extremity.  The  other,  which  con- 
tains most  of  the  tombs,  is  separated  from  Goumou  only  by 
a  high  chain  of  rocks,  which  can  be  crossed  from  Thebes  in 
less  than  an  hour.  The  same  rocks  surround  the  sacred 
ground,  which  can  be  visited  only  by  a  single  natural  en« 
trance,  that  is  formed  like  a  gateway,  or  by  the  craggy  paths, 
across  the  mountains.  The  tombs  are  all  cut  out  of  the  so- 
lid rock,  which  is  of  calcareous  stone,  as  white  as  it  is  possible 
for  a  stone  to  be.  They  consist  in  general  of  a  long  square 
passage,  which  leads  to  a  staircase,  sometimes  with  a  gallery 
at  each  side  of  it,  and  other  chambers.  Advancing  farther 
they  came  to  wider  apartments,  and  other  passages  and  stairs, 
and  at  last  into  a  large  hall,  where  the  great  sarcophagus  lay, 
which  contained  the  remains  of  the  kings.  Some  of  these 
tombs  are  quite  open,  and  others  incumbered  with  rubbish 
at  the  entrance.  Nine  or  ten  may  be  reckoned  of  a  superior 
class,  and  five  or  six  of  a  lower  order.  Strabo  may  have 
counted  eighteen,  as  may  be  done  to  this  day,  including 
some  of  an  inferior  class,  which  cannot  be  esteemed  as  tombs 
of  the  kings  of  Egypt  from  any  other  circumstance,  than  that 
of  having  been  placed  in  this  valley. 

Mr.  Belzoni  says  in  his  opinion  the  tombs  in  the  valley  of 
Beban  el  Malook  were  erected  subsequently  to  those  in 
Goumou;  for  he  could  scarcely  find  a  spot  in  the  latter 
place  adapted  to  the  excavation  of  another  of  the  great 
tombs,  and  it  may  be  supposed,  that  whcin  all  the  best  spots 
fur  large  tombs  in  Gournou  had  been  oemjfied,  the  Egyp- 
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tians  went  over  the  rocks  to  seek  another  tituatioii  kk  whioh  ta 
deposit  their  kiii;^8.  Certain  it  is,  that  the  tomba  in  the  val- 
ley of  Behan  el  Malook  are  in  far  better  conditioB  dum  those 
at  Gournott* 

On  the  11th  of  October,  thej  went  to  see  the  tombs  iu 
Gournou,  and  the  temple  in  the  valley  behind  MenuKnumn. 
A  tomb  discovered  the  day  before  was  opened,  so  that  they 
might  enter  it.  On  this  they  took  the  road  over  the  rocks 
immediately,  and  arrived  in  less  than  three  qnarterii  of  an 
hour.  Having  proceeded  through  a  passage  thirty-two  feet 
long,  and  eight  feet  wide,  they  descended  a  staircase  twen- 
ty-eight  feet,  and  reached  a  tolerably  large  and  weU*painted 
room.  They  found  a  sarcophagus  of  granite,  with  two 
mununies  in  it,  and  in  a  corner  a  statue  standing  erect,  six 
feet  six  inches  high,  and  beautifully  cut  out  of  sycamore- 
wood  :  it  is  nearly  perfect  except  the  nose.  They  found 
also  a  number  of  little  images  of  wood,  well  carved,  repre- 
senting symbolical  figures.  Some  had  a  lion's  head,  others 
a  fox's,  others  a  monkey's.  One  had  a  land-tortoise  instead 
of  a  bead.  They  found  a  calf  with  the  head  of  a  hippopota- 
mus. At  each  end  of  this  chamber  is  a  smaller  one,  eight 
feet  wide,  and  seven  feet  long ;  and  at  the  end  of  it  is  ano* 
ther  chamber,  ten  feet  long  by  seven  wide.  In  the  ehianber 
on  the  right  hand  they  found  another  statue  like  the  first,  bat 
not  perfect.  No  doubt  they  bad  been  placed  one  on  each 
side  of  the  sarcophagus,  holding  a  lamp  or  some  ofieiing  in 
their  hands,  one  hand  beiug  stretched  out  in  the  proper  pes-^ 
ture  to  hold  something,  and  the  other  hanging  down.  Thot 
sarcophagus  was  covered  with  hieroglyph's  merely  painted^ 
or  outlined  :  it  faces  south-east  by  east. 

On  the  13th  of  October  they  caused  some  spots  of  ground 
to  be  dug  at  Gouruou,  and  they  succeeded  in  opening  a 
mummy-pit,  so  that  they  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  a 
pit  just  opened,  and  receiving  clear  ideas  of  the  manner  in 
which  the  mummies  are  found,  though  all  tombs  are  not 
alike.    It  was  a  small  one,  and  consisted   of  two 
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pftiiitod  all  OTer,  Irat  not  in  the  beit  ftyle.  It  appeared  Ikit 
the  tomb  belMiged  to  smne  warrior,  aa  there  vere  a  great 
nniiherofinenearottmgthelBaelTesforBoldiers,  andanothv 
writing  their  names  in  a  book.  There  were  abo  aeveral 
other  figureiy  8ce»  In  the  lower  apartment  they  saw  the 
mommies  lying  h«re  and  there,  withont  any  regnlaritj.  To 
all  appearance  therefore  this  pit  had  been  opened  by  the 
Greeks  or  some  other  pocqile,  to  plonder  it 

Mr.  Bebumi  after  r^ieated  attempts  made  an  entrance  into 
a  new  Pyramid.  An  Arab  then  entered  with  a  candle,  and 
returned  sajibg^  that  the  plaoe  within  was  very  fine.  Mr. 
Belzoni  at  last  made  the  entranoe  large  enough  to  squeesa 
himself  in ;  and  after  thirty  days  exertion  he  had  the  jdea* 
sure  of  finding  the  way  to  the  central  chamber  of  one  of  the 
two  great  pyramids  in  Egypt,  which  ha^e  long  been  the  ad- 
miration of  beholders.  He  entered  a  passage  twenty-two 
feet  seven  inches  long,  and  the  works  including  the  pori* 
cnllis  occupy  nx  feet  eleven  inches  in  all.  Where  the  grar* 
nite  work  finishes  at  the  end  of  the  passage,  there  is  a  pem 
pendicular  shaft  of  fifteen  feet,  and  at  each  side  of  the  ftuh 
sage,  an  excavation  in  the  solid  rock,  one  of  which,  on  the 
right  as  yom  enter,  runs  tlurty  feet  in  an  upward  directioa» 
approaching  the  end  of  the  lower  part  of  the  forced  passage^ 
Before  them  they  had  a  long  passage  running  in  an  horinD»^ 
tal  direction  toward  the  centre.  They  deaceaded  the  Amtt 
by  means  of  a  rope.  At  the  bottom  Mr.  Belzoni  peroerradaDO- 
ther  passage  mnaing  downward  at  the  same  angle  of  S6P  aa 
that  above,  and  toward  the  north.  As  his  first  object  was 
the  centre  of  ^pjframid,  headvanced  that  wiy,  and  ascended, 
an  inclined  passage  which  brought  lum  to  an  horiaontal  one, 
that  led  toward  the  oentre:  he  observed,. that  aftor  they  ouf. 
tered  within  the  portculhs^  the  passages  were  all  cut  out  of  the 
solid  rock.  The  passage  leading  toward  the  centre  is  five 
feet  eleven  inches  high,  and  three  feet  six  inches  wide. 

Mr.  Belnoni  says,   as  they  advance^,  they  found  llm . 
sides  of  this  passage  covered-wilh  aiberiiations  of  nito{ 
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some  projecting  in  ropes,  some  not  unlike  the  skid  of  a 
wUte  lamby  and  others  so  long  as  to  resemble  an  endive 
leaf.  He  reached  the  door  at  the  centre  of  a  large  chamber. 
He  walked  slowly  two  or  three  paces,  and  then  stood  still 
to  contemplate  the  place  where  he  was.  Whatever  it  might 
be,  he  certainly  considered  hhnself  in  the  centre  of  that  py- 
ramid, winch  from  time  immemorial  had  been  tiie  subject 
of  the  obscure  conjectures  of  many  hundred  travellers,  both 
ancient  and  modem.  His  torch,  formed  of  a  few  wax  can- 
dles, gave  but  a  faint  light;  he  could,  however,  clearly 
distinguish  the  principal  objects.  He  naturally  turned  his 
eyes  to  the  west  end  of  the  chamber,  looking  for  the  sarco- 
phagus, which  he  strongly  expected  to  see  in  the  same  situ- 
ation as  that  in  the  first  pyramid ;  but  he  was  disappointed 
when  he  saw  nothing  there.  The  chamber  has  a  pointed 
or  sloping  ceiling;  and  many  of  the  stones  had  been  removed 
from  their  places,  evidently  by  some  one  in  search  of  trea- 
sure. On  his  advancing  toward  the  west  end,  he  waa 
agreeably  surprised  to  find,  that  there  was  a  sarcophagus 
buried  on  a  level  with  the  floor. 

By  this  time  Chevalier  Frediani  had  entered  a^so;  and 
they  took  a  general  survey  of  the  chamber,  which  Mr.  Bel- 
zoni  found  to  be  forty-six  feet  three  inches  long,  sixteen  feet 
three  inches  wide,  and  twenty- three  feet  six  inches  high.  It 
is  cut  out  of  the  solid  rock  from  the  floor  to  the  roof,  which  is 
composed  of  large  blocks  of  calcareous  stone,  meeting  in  the 
centre,  and  forming  a  roof  of  the  same  slope  as  the  pyramid 
itself.  The  sarcophagus  is  eight  feet  long,  three  feet  six 
inches  wide,  and  two  feet  three  inches  deep  in  the  inside. 
It  is  surrounded  by  large  blocks  of  gpranite,  apparently  to 
prevent  its  removal,  which  could  not  be  effected  without 
great  labour.  The  lid  had  been  removed  at  the  side,  so  that 
the  sarcophagus  was  half  open.  It  is  of  the  finest  granite; 
but,  like  the  other  in  the  first  pyramid,  there  is  not  one  hie- 
roglyphic on  it. 

Looking  at  the  inside,  he  perceived  a  great  quantity  of 
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earth  mA  stomt|  but  did  not  obierte  the  bouts  among  the 
rubbish  till  the  next  diy^  as  his  intentioa  was  principally 
bent  in  search  of  some  inscription  that  would  throw  lig^ht 
on  the  subject  of  this  pyramid*  They  examined  eyery  part 
of  the  walls,  and  observed  many  scrawls  executed  with 
charcoal^  but  in  unlinown  oharacters,  and  nearly  impercep- 
tible. They  rubbed  off  into  dust  at  the  slightest  touch ;  and 
on  the  wall  at  the  west  end  of  the  chamber  he  perceived  an 
inscription  in  Arabic.  % 

Ths  foJlomng   u  a   iramlation  of  the  Inscriptitm  hy 

Mr.  Salame. 

**  The  Master  Mohammed  Ahmed,  lapicide,  has  opened 
them;  and  the  Master  Othman  attended  this  (opening); 
and  the  King  Aly  Mohammed  at  first  (from  the  beginning) 
to  the  dosing  up.*' 

Mr.  Belzoni  adds,  that  the  circumstances  of  the  pyramid 
having  been  again  closed  up  agrees  with  what  he  has  said 
»f  his  finding  it  so.  i 

It  appears,  that  in  the  time  of  Herodotus  as  little  was  known 
of  the  second  pyramid  as  before  the  late  opening,  with  this 
exception,  that  in  his  time  the  second  pyramid  was  nearly 
in  the  state  in  which  it  was  left  when  closed  by  the  builders, 
who  must  have  covered  the  entrance  with  a  coating  so  that 
it  might  not  be  perceived.  At  the  time  Mr.  Belzoni  was  fortu^ 
nate  enough  to  find  his  way  into  it,  the  ei|trance  was  con- 
cealed by  the  rubbish  of  the  coating,  which  must  have  been 
nearly  perfect  at  the  time  of  Herodotus. 

The  circumstance  of  having  chambers  and  a  sarcophagus 
(which  undoubtedly  contained  the  remains  of  some  great 
personage),  so  uniform  with  those  in  the  other  pyramid, 
leaves  no  question  but  that  they  were  creeled  as  sepuldires ; 
and  it  is  a  wonder,  that  any  doubt  has  ever  existed,  cottsi* 
dering  what  ooaki  be  learned  from  the  first  pyramid,  which 
has  been  so  long  open.    This  contains  a  spadoiis  chamber 

P.  V.  26.  4  K 
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with  a  sarcophagus ;  the  passages  are  of  suck  dimensions  as 
to  admit  nothing  larger  than  the  sarcophagus ;  thej  bad 
been  closely  shut  up  by  large  blocks  of  granite  from  within, 
evidently  to  prevent  the  removal  of  that  relic.  Ancient  au- 
thors are  pretty  well  agreed  in  asserting,  that  these  monu- 
ments were  erected  to  contain  the  remains  of  two  brothers, 
Cheops  and  Cephren,  kings  of  Egypt.  They  are  surrounded 
by  other  smaller  pyramids  intermixed  with  mausoleums  on 
burial-grounds.  Many  mummy  pits  have  been  continually 
found  there ;  yet  with  all  these  proofs,  it  has  been  asserted, 
that  they  were  erected  for  many  other  purposes  than  the  true 
one,  and  nearly  as  absurd  as  that  they  served  for  granaries* 
Some  consider  them  as  built  for  astronomical  purposes, 
but  there  is  nothing  in  their  construction  to  favour  this  sup- 
position.  Others  maintain,  that  they  were  meant  for  the 
performance  of  holy  ceremonies  by  the  Egyptian  priests. 
Any  thing,  in  short,  for  the  sake  of  contradiction,  or  to  have 
something  new  to  say,  finds  its  advocate.  If  the  ancient  au- 
thors had  advanced,  that  they  were  erected  for  treasuries, 
the  moderns  would  have  agreed  perhaps,  more  in  confor- 
mity with  the  truth,  that  they  were  made  for  sepulchres ;  and 
they  would  not  have  failed  to  see  plainly  those  circumstances, 
which  clearly  proves  the  facts,  and  which  are  not  noticed  as 
they  ought  to  be.  It  will  be  agreed  that  the  Egyptians,  in 
erecting  these  enormous  masses,  did  not  fail  to  make  their 
sides  due  north  and  south,  and  consequently,  as  they  are 
square,  due  east  and  west.  Their  inclination  too  is  such 
8S  to  give  light  to  the  north  side  at  the  time  of  the. sols-, 
tice.  But  even  all  this  does  not  prove  in  the  least,  that 
they  were  erected  for  astronomical  purposes ;  though  it  is 
to  be  observed,  that  the  Egyptians  connected  astro- 
nomy with  their  religious  ceremonies,  as  various  sodiacs 
were  found,  not  only  among  the  temples,  but  in  their  tombs 
also. 

By  the  measurement  of  the  second  pyramid  it  was  as 

follows: 
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Feet. 

The  basis 684 

Apotome  or  central  line  down  the  fronts  from 
the^top  to  the  basis      •        •        •        •        568 

Perpendicular 456 

Coating  from  the  top  to  the  place  where  it  ends  140 

Mr.  Belzoni  now  again  proceeded  to  Thebes,  and  on  ar- 
riving at  Siout  went  to  the  Bey.  He  was  about  a  mile  out 
of  town,  exercising  his  soldiers  and  young  Mamelukes  in 
gunnery  and  horsemanship.  The  cannon  exercise  was  with 
balls  against  the  rocks ;  and  they  were  better  marksmen 
than  he  expected  to  find  among  soldiers  without  discipline. 
The  Bey  fired  himself  at  the  same  mark  with  two  balls  in 
one  barrel  of  an  English  gun,  of  which  some  one  in  Cairo 
had  made  him  a  present.  He  liked  it  extremely  ;  and  ob- 
served, ''  These  guns  may  become  offensive  to  their  makers 
some  day  or  other.'*  After  the  cannon  exercise,  they  be- 
gan to  fire  at  an  earthen  pot  placed  on  a  kind  of  pedestal 
of  about  six  feet  high.  They  commence  their  course  at  two 
hundred  feet  from  it ;  ride  towards  it  at  full  gallop ;  at  the 
distance  of  fifty-feet  drop  the  bridle,  take  their  gun,  and  fire 
at  the  pot  while  at  full  speed.  The  horse  is  so  accustomed 
to  this,  that,  before  he  reaches  the  stand  on  which  the  pot 
is,  he  wheels  to  the  right,  to  make  room  for  the  next  in  the 
course.  It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  hit  a  small  pot  about 
a  foot  high,  while  the  horse  is  running  with  all  speed.  In 
about  two  hundred  shots  only  six  pots  were  broken  :  the  fa- 
vourite Mameluke  of  the  Bey,  a  lad  of  twelve  years  old, 
broke  three.  He  had  the  best  horse  belonging  to  the  Bey, 
and  went  as  near  the  pot  as  the  length  of  a  gun  and  a  half. 
Two  other  Mamelukes  broke  one  each  at  a  good  distance, 
and  one  was  broken  by  the  Bey  himself,  for  which  he  re- 
ceived of  course  great  praise  from  all  his  subjects. 

At  four  o^clock  Mr.  Belzoni  went  to  bis  palace.     He  wa 
sitting  on  a  very  high  armed  chair,  a  fashion  not  common 
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among  the  Turks ;  though  he  did  not  sit  like  an  Earopean, 
but  in  a  Turkish  manner,  with  his  legs  up.  Herebeliadaa 
opportunity  of  being  present  at  a  trial  upon  Ufa  or  death. 
The  case  was  this  :  a  soldier  belonging  |o  the  Bey  had  been 
found  dead  upon  the  road  near  the  Tillage  to  Aemio^  with 
his  throat  cut,  and  several  marks  of  Tioienoenpon  his  bodj. 
lie  was  on  his  return  from  Mecca,  where  he  had  been  on  a 
pilgrimage.  His  camel  was  found  dead  near  the  door  of  a 
peasant,  and  it  was  supposed  that  he  had  a  great  deal  of 
money  about  him.  He  was  seen  in  the  houae  of  the  peaaanty 
near  which  the  camel  was  found,  in  company  with  seTta 
other  men,  among  whom  was  a  Bedoweea.  Theaoldiera  of 
the  village,  who  took  the  prisoners  into  coatody,  asserted, 
that  the  prisoners  had  assisted  the  Bedoweea  in  making  hia 
escape ;  and  the  Sheik  of  the  same  village  affirmedflliat  one 
of  them  said  he  knew  where  to  find  him  at  any  time.  Se* 
veral  witnesses  were  examined,  but  no  one  gave  any  evi* 
dence  that  could  bring  the  facts  home  to  the  stt{q;>08ed  cul- 
prits. 

One  point,  however,  was  very  much  against  one  of  them* 
and  this  was,  his  countenance  did  not  please  the  Bey ;  for 
no  sooner  did  the  Bey  set  his  eyes  on  the  poor  lellow,  than 
he  exclaimed,  ^^  O  ho  !  the  case  is  evident !  I  see  plainly 
who  is  the  murderer :  look  at  that  man ;  can  there  be  any- 
doubt  but  it  was  he  committed  the  crime  i  So  own  at  once 
that  you  did  it,  .for  denial  will  be  useless  ;  I  see  it  in  your 
face !"  Several  witnesses  came  forward  to  prove,  that  the 
peasant,  in  whose  house  the  soldier  was,  could  iMiTe  bad  no- 
thing to  do  with  it,  as  he  was  not  in  the  town  at  that  time. 
Witnesses  in  this  country  are  rather  more  exact  in  their  de- 
positions than  those  of  Europe,  for  they  do  not  get  off  so  ea- 
sily. To  make  them  impartial  they  generally  get  so  severe 
a  bastinado  on  the  soles  of  their  feet,  that  all  the  flesh  is  off 
to  the  bones,  and  they  are  unable  to  walk  for  a  long  time  af« 
ter.  A  thousand  blows  is  reckoned  a  moderate  number  Cor 
a  witness  to  receive.     It  was  said,  afterward,  that  several  af 
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thota  supposed  to  be  concerned  in  the  murder,  had  their 
heads  cut  off* 

Mr.  Belzoni  again  commenced  bis  operations  near  ThebeS| 
and  baying  obseryed,  that  the  part  where  the  sekos  and 
cella  must  be  was  not  touched,  he  fcet  the  men  to  work  there, 
and  on  the  second  day  of  his  researches  came  to  a  large  sta- 
tue, whieh  proved  to  be  the  finest  of  the  kind  yet  found.  It 
is  a  sitting  figure  of  a  man,  in  all  points  resembling  the 
great  colossus  of  Memnon.  It  is  nearly  ten  feet  high,  and 
of  the  most  beautiful  Egyptian  workmanship.  The  stone 
is  grey  granite,  and  has  the  peculiarity  of  having  particles 
in  it  of  a  colour  not  unlike  that  of  the  substance  gene- 
rally known  by  the  name  Df  Dutch  metal.  Part  of  its 
chin  and  beard  have  been  knocked  off,  but  all  the  rest  is 
quite  perfect.  In  the  same  ground  he  found  several  lion- 
headed  statues,  like  those  in  Carnak,  some  sitting  and  some 
standing. 

Between  two  colossal  statues  and  the  portioo  of  the 
temple  is  an  enormous  colossus,  thrown  down  and  buried^ 
all  but  the  back  of  its  chair,  which  is  broken  in  two  about 
the  middle.  It  was  one  of  his  principal  objects  to  uncover 
it,  but  he  never  had  an  opportunity.  Among  the  columns 
of  the  portico  were  found  a  great  many  fragments  of  colos- 
sal  statues  of  granite,  breccia,  and  calcareous  stones ;  and 
from  the  great  number  of  fragments  of  small  dimensions^ 
and  of  standing  and  sitting  lion-headed  statues,  these  ruinn 
appear  to  have  belonged  to  the  most  magnificent  temple  of 
any  on  the  west  side  of  Thebes. 

Mr.  Belzoni  took  many  impressions  of  the  principal  figures 
in  basso  relievo.  The  wax  alone  he  found  would  not  standi 
as  the  climate  would  not  permit  it ;  but  with  was,  resin,  and 
fine  dust,  be  made  an  excellent  composition.  The  greatest 
difficulty  was  to  take  the  impression  of  the  figure  withont 
injuring  the  colours  of  it.  The  figures  were  as  large  as  lifo, 
in  all  a  hundred  and  eighty-two  :  those  of  a  smaller  size^ 
from  one  to  three  feet,  could  not  be  less  tbaA  eight  hundred. 
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Tbe  hieroglyphics  are  nearly  five  hundred^  of  which  he  tod: 
a  faithful  copy,  with  their  colours ;  they  are  of  four  different 
siKes,  from  one  to  six  inches ;  so  that  he  was  obliged  to  take 
one  of  ^ach  size,  wliich  makes  nearly  two  thousand  in  a!l« 

At  the  latter  end  of  June  they  had  a  visit  from  Mr.  Briggs, 
on  his  return  from  India.  He  brought  with  him  from  that 
country  the  pine-appie  and  the  mango,  some  of  which  he 
had  planted  in  the  garden  of  the  Aga  at  Kenneh,  and  some 
he  tried  to  cultivate  at  Thebes.  Tbe  mango  at  Kenneh 
turned  out  very  well ;  but  those  which  were  planted  in 
Thebes  died,  from  want  of  care. 

After  this  Mr.  Belzoni  ceased  all  sorts  of  researches,  as 
Mr.  Drouetti  and  others  claimed  tbe  privilege  of  openings 
different  places  themselves.  Having  commuDieated  his  in- 
tentions of  taking  a  journey  to  the  Red  Sea  to  Mr.  Beechey, 
he  resolved  to  go  also,  and  Mr.  Ricci,  a  medical  gentleman, 
also  proposed  to  accompany  them. 

They  set  sail  on  the  16th  of  September,  1818.  The 
company  consisted  of  Mr.  Beechey,  tbe  doctor,  and  Mr. 
Belzoni,  two  Greek  servants,  a  miner,  and  two  boys 
from  Gournou,  who  were  hired  to  take  care  of  the  luggage 
in  the  desert 

The  Nile  rose  this  season  three  feet  and  a  half  above  the 
highest  mark  left  by  the  former  inundation,  with  uncommon 
rapidity,  and  carried  ofi*  several  villages  and  some  hundred 
of  their  inhabitants. 

The  Arabs  had  expected  an  extraordinary  inundation 
this  year,  in  consequence  of  the  scarcity  of  water  the  pre- 
ceding season  ;  but  they  did  not  apprehend  it  would  rise 
to  such  a  height.  They  generally  erect  fences  of  earth  and 
reeds  around  their  villages,  to  keep  the  water  from  their 
houses ;  but  the  force  of  this  inundation  baffled  all  their 
efibrts.  Their  cottages,  being  built  of  earth,  could  not 
stand  one  instant  against  the  current^  and  no  sooner  did 
the  water  reach  them,  than  it  levelled  them  with  the  ground. 
The  rapid  stream  carried  off  all  that  was  before  it ;  men^ 
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women,  children,  cattle,  corn,  erery  thing  was  washed 
away  in  an  instant,  and  left  the  place  where  the  Tillage 
stood  without  any  thing  to  indicate  that  there  had  erer  been 
a  house  on  the  spot.  It  is  not  the  case,  as  is  generally  sup- 
posed, that  all  the  Tillages  of  Egypt  are  raised  so  higli 
above  the  general  level  of  the  ground,  that  the  water  can* 
not  reach  them ;  on  the  contrary,  most  of  those  in  Upper 
Egypt  are  little  if  any  thing  higher  than  the  rest  of  the 
ground,  and  the  only  way  they  have  to  keep  off  the  water 
on  the  rise  of  the  Nile,  is  by  artificial  fences  made  of  earth 
and  reeds. 

The  first  village  they  came  to  was  Agalta,  whither  they 
went  not  merely  to  see  the  place  but  to  desire  the  Cai- 
makan  to  send  a  soldier  to  guard  the  tombs,  in  addition  to 
the  Arabs,  who  were  left  there.  He  expected  to  be 
washed  away  by  the  Nile.  There  was  no  boat  in  this  village ; 
and  should  the  water  break  down  their  weak  fences,  the 
only  chance  of  escape  was  by  climbing  the  palm-trees,  till 
Providence  sent  some  one  to  their  relief.  AU  the  boats 
were  employed  in  carrying  away  the  corn,  from  villages 
that  were  in  danger.  Both  In  Upper  and  Lower  Egypt 
the  men,  women  and  children  are  left  to  be  last  assisted,  as 
iheir  lives  are  not  so  valuable  as  corn,  which  brings  money 
to  the  Bashaw.  As  this  village  was  then  four  feet  below  the 
water,  the  poor  Fellahs  were  on  the  watch  day  and  night 
round  their  fences.  They  employed  their  skin  machines  or 
bags  to  throw  the  water  out  again  which  rose  from  under 
the  ground  -,  but  if  their  fences  should  be  broken  down  all 
was  lost. 

On  the  17th  several  villages  were  in  great  danger  of 
being  destroyed.  The  rapid  stream  had  carried  away  the 
fences,  and  their  unfortunate  inhabitants  were  obliged  to 
escape  to  higher  grounds,  where  it  was  possible,  with  what 
they  could  save  from  the  water.  The  distress  of  these 
people  was  great  Some  of  ttiem  bad  only  a  few  feet  of 
land,  and  the  water  was  to  rise  twelve  days  more,  add 
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after  that  to  remain  twelve  days  at  its  height,  according  to 
the  usual  term  of  the  inundation r    Fortunate  waa>  ho  nho 
eould  reach  high  ground.    Some  crossed  the  water  on  pieees 
of  woody  some  on  buffaloes  or  cows,  and  others  with  raeda 
tied  up  in  large  bundles.    The  small  spots  of  high  groond 
that  stood  aboTe  the  water,  formed  so  many  sanctuaries  for 
these  poor  refugees,  and  were  crowded  with  people  and 
beasts.    The  scanty  stock  of  provisions  they  oould  save 
was  the  only  subsistence  they  oould  expect     In  some  parts 
the  water  had  left  scarcely  any  dry  ground,  and  no  relief 
could  be  hoped  till  four  and    twenty    days   had    elapsed. 
The  Cacliefis  and  Caimakans  of  the  country  did  all  they 
could  to  assist  the  villages  with  their  little  boats,  but  they 
were  so  small  in  proportion  to  what  was  wanted,  that  they 
could  not  relieve  the  greater  part  of  the  unfortunate  peo- 
ple.    It  was  distressing  to  behold  these  poor  wretches  in 
such  a  situation.     On  arriving  at  Brments,  where  fortu- 
nately the  land  is  very  high,  they  found  many  of  the  neigh- 
bouring people  collected,  employing  the  boat  to  fetch  the 
people  from  an  opposite  village.     The  Caimakan  set  off 
himself  with  another  boat,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  he 
returned  with  several  men  and  boys.     He  sent  the  boats 
again,  and  they  returned  loaded  with  men,  corn,  and  cattle. 
The  third  trip  brought  still  more  corn,  buffaloes,  sheep, 
goats,  asses,  and  dogs.     The  fourth  voyage  was  employed 
in  fetching  the  women,  as  the  last  and  must  insignificant  of 
their  property,  whose  loss  would  have  been  less  regretted 
than  that  of  the  cattle.     This  circumstance  will  convince 
the  European  fair  sex  of  their  superiority  over  the  Turks 
and  Arabs,  at  least  in  point  of  due  respect  to  thenn. 

The  party  was  now  increased  by  a  soldier  from  Esse, 
four  camel- drivers,  and  a  Sheik  to  guide,  making  in  all 
twelve  men.  They  had  sixteen  camels,  six  of  which  were 
laden  with  provisions,  water,  culinary  utensils,  fte. 

In  the  morning  of  the  S3rd  they  set  out  very  early«  asd 
arrived  at  the  first  well  in  three  hours.    SeterHl  of 
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Ababdc  natioD  oune  to  water  their  cattle  at  the  well,  but 
kept  at  a  dUtaooe.  They  lire  scattered  about  io  the  rocki 
and  little  Talleys  among^  the  mountainfly  but  ocoasionally 
aMemble  together  ia  a  few  miDutet.  To  paee  this  place 
without  a  good  understanding  with  their  Sheik  for  seeurity 
would  be  imprudent  and  dangerous. 

On  the  24ch  they  set  off  pretty  well.  The  ralley  af- 
forded a  very  lerel  and  good  road.  At  the  entrance  of 
this  Talley  stands  a  high  rock,  on  t\\r  left  of  which  is  a 
small  Egyptiah  temple.  To  this  tb<>y  directed  their 
eourse,  and  arrived  at  it  six  hours  after  setting  off  from  the 
well  in  the  morning. 

Il  was  adorned  with  Egyptian  figures  in  intaglio  re- 
UcTato,  and  some  retain  their  colour  pretty  well.  They 
areas  large  as  life,  and  not  of  the  worst  execution.  In 
tfie  sekoSy  which  is  cut  out  of  the  rocks,  are  four  pilasters. 
At  the  end  of  it  are  three  small  chambers ;  and  there  are 
two  others,  one  on  each  side,  in  the  corner  of  the  lateral 
walls,  on  which  are  to  be  seen  figures  and  hieroglyphics  in 
a  pretty  good  style.  On  one  of  the  columns  they  obserTed 
a  Greek  inscription.  Near  the  temple  are  the  remains  of 
an  enclosure,  which  no  doubt  was  a  station  for  the  cara- 
vans. It  was  built  by  the  Greeks,  is  twelve  feet  high, 
and  contained  several  houses  within  it  for  the  i^^commo* 
dation  of  travellers.  In  the  centre  was  a  well,  which  ia 
now  filled  up  with  sand.  All  round  the  wall  there  is  a  plat- 
form or  gallery,  raised  six  feet  high,  on  which  a  guard  of 
soldiers  might  walk  all  round.  On  the  upper  part  of  the 
wall  are  boles  for  discharging  arrows,  similar  to  those 
(brmed  in  our  ancient  buildings  for  the  same  purpose.  The 
sides  of  the  gateways  are  built  of  calcareous  stones  and  the 
wall  is  of  bricks. 

On  the  25ib,  they  continued  their  journey.  No  vegetatiom 
of  any  sort  was  to  be  seen  any  where.  Sometimes  they 
passed  over  wide  and  levd  plains^  and  aometinaea  crossed 
rugged  bills,   till  two  boars  before  sonaety   when  tlief 
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entered  the  valley  ctlled  Beexak  by  the  Arabs*  Alibis  nlaisi 
Mr.  Ricei,  the  doctor,  was  attacked  with  a  violent  dis* 
order,  and  it  was  decided  that  he  should  return  the  next 
morning,  as  it  would  increasa  if  he  advanced  farther  in  thm- 
de^rt. 

From  this  place  they  trarelled  to  the  valley  where  it  was 
intended  to  bait.  The  can^van  had  reached  the  place  %n 
hour  before.  Here  they  found  two  welis^  one  of  salt  water, 
and  the  other  quite  putrid  and  brackish.  There  are  few 
Waters  in  the  worid  better  than  that  of  the  Nile;  and  I  now 
to  have  to  drink  the  worst  was  such  a  change  in  one  day,  that 
they  could  not  help  feeling  the  consequences  of  it.^.  Mr: 
Beechey  was  taken  very  ill,  from  drinking  at  the  first  well, 
and  they  had  great  apprehension  of  the  next,  whidi  was 
worse.  They  had  provisions  for  a  month,  but^  the  freaiv 
meat  was  gone,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  they  could  procure 
a  very  lean  goat.  The  tribe  of  this  country  are  all  Ababde, 
and  extend  from  the  confines  of  Suez  to  the  tribe  o£ 
Bisharein,  on  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea,  below  the  latitude 
of  23*.  The  manner  of  this  race  show  them  to  be  lovers  of 
freedom  :  they  prefer  living  among  these  solitary  rocks  and 
deserts,  where  they  eat  nothing  but  dhourra  and  drink 
water,  before  submission  to  the  commands  of  any  govern- 
ment  on  earth.  It  is  a  great  feast  among  them  when  they- 
take  the  resolution  of  killing  a  lean  goat,  but  they  eat  it 
without  fearing  that  any  rapacious  hands  should  take  it  from 
them.  A  roan  of  this  stamp,  accustomed  to  liberty  and 
independence,  would  naturally  find  himself  as  in  a  prison,' 
if  under  the  controul  of  even  the  best  of  govemmenta. 
Their  greatest  care  is  for  their  camels,  which  are  their  sup- 
port. They  breed  them  up  to  a  certain  growth,  and  then 
send  them  to  be  exchanged  for  dhourra,  which  constitutes 
flieir  food.'  The  camels,  as  well  as  other  animals,  live  upon 
the  common  thorn  plants;  which  is  the  most  abundant  to  bs 
found  in  the  country.  Some  of  the  most  industrious  of  tht 
jkbsbde  cat  wood,  and  make  ebarcoal  with  it,  whieb  Cbsy 
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■end  to  the  Nile  on  camels,  and'barter  it  for  dhourra,  tallbwi 
and  tent  cloth.  Few,  however/ undergo  such  a  labour; 
for  they  like  to  live  at  their  ease.  •■  A  pipe  of  tobacco  is  a 
luxury,  and  a  piece  of  a  fat  ram  quite  raw  a  great  dainty; 
They  arc  all  nearly  naked,  badly  made,  and  of  siifiall  sta- 
ture. They  have  fine  eyes,  in  particular  the  women,  as 
far  as  we  could  see  of  those  that  came  to  the  wells.  The 
married  women  are  covered,  the  rest  uncovered.  The 
bead- dresses  are  very  curious.  Some  are  proud  of  having 
hair  long  enough  to  reach  below  their  ears,  and  there 
formed  into  curls  which  are  so  entangled  that  it  would  be 
impossible  to  pass  a  comb  through  them,  therefore  the  wo«^ 
men  never  use  such  an  instrument.  When  they  kill  a  sheep 
that  has  any  fat,  which  is  very  seldom,  they  grease  their 
heads  all  over,  and  leave  the  fat  in  small  pieces  to  be 
melted  by  the  sun,  which  makes  them  appear  as  if  they 
had  powder  on  their  heads ;  and  this  lasts  for  several  days^ 
till  the  sun  melts  the  whole,  and  produces  an  exquisite 
odour  for  those  who  have  a  good  nose.  As  their  hair  is 
very  crispy,  their  heads  remain  dressed  for  a  long  time; 
and  that  they  may  not  derange  their  cdifTure  when  thei# 
heads  itch,  they  have  a  piece  of  wood  something  like  a 
packing  needle,  with  which  they  scratch  themselves  with 
great  ease,  without  disordering  their  head-dress,  of  which 
they  are  very  proud.  Their  complexions  are  naturally  of 
a  dark  chocolate  ;  their  hair  quite  black ;  their  teeth  fine  and 
white,  protuberant,  and  very  large. 

In  the  winter  all  the  scattered  Ababde  in  the  mountains 
assemble  together  here,  and  if  any  marriage  takes  plaoe,  it 
is  at  this  time.  It  is  always  performed  with  due  ceremooji 
The  bridegroom  first  sends*  a  camel  to  the  father  of  the 
bride.  •  If  this  be  accepted,  he  applies  personally  to  herself 
in  the  presence  of  one  man  as  a  witness.  If  ehe  oonsent^' 
the  day  of  marriage  is  appointed,  before  which  the  lover- 
does  not  see  hit  bride  for  aevetf  days.  -  Ou  the  eighth  the  iaf 
preeentcd  to  him  in  the  tent  of  her  father.    This  day  ill 
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Htlebmlcd  by  killing  »ome  of  their  kui  theepy  and  by  cmmI 
races.  The  next  day  the  happy  couple  retire  to  the  teal  of 
the  bridegroom.  If  the  man  becomes  tired  of  his  wife,  ha 
sends  her  back  nfith  the  same  camel  which  he  sent  to  her 
father,  as  this  is  her  own  from  the  time  of  the  marriage. 
The  mother  of  the  bride  must  not  speak  a  word  to  the  bride* 
groom  as  long  as  she  lives :  a  regulation  intended  to  pte* 
vent  her  from  making  mischief  between  the  young  couple. 

When  a  child  is  born,  the  next  day  the  father  kills  a  sheep 
and  gives  the  child  a  name.  When  they  are  sick,  they  say 
hulla  keriniy  and  lie  down  till  they  are  betteri  or  till  they 
die.  There  were  old  men  that  did  not  know  nor  could 
tell  their  age,  as  they  keep  no  account  of  such  things  \  but 
by  appearance  they  must  have  been  ninety  years  okl.  When 
any  one  dies,  they  dig  a  hole  in  the  ground,  and  put  the 
corpse  into  if,  and  very  often  on  the  spot  where  the  person 
flied,  and  then  remove  their  tents  a  little  farther  on.  They 
never  intermarry  with  any  but  their  own  people.  A  girl  had 
been  refused  in  marriage  to  a  Turkish  CacheflT,  tlious^h  she 
was  as  poor  as  any  of  her  tribe.  The  Cacheff  attempted  to 
UHC  forcci  and  the  consequence  was,  that  they  assembled  to 
the  number  of  above  three  huadred,  and  he  prudently  re- 
tired, leaving  his  intended  bride  to  be  married  to  her  cousin. 

Some  of  these  wild  people,  as  they  are  called,  came  to 
the  well  in  the  course  of  the  day,  and  as  they  saw  the  party 
quiet  and  peaceful,  they  ventured,  at  the  persuasion  of  the 
drivers,  to  approach.  A  few  of  them  had  been  as  far  aa  the 
Nile  to  purchase  dhourra,  and  these  were  accounted  men  of 
i^nowledge,  hot  the  greater  part  had  never  quitted  their 
mountains.  One  of  them  seeing  a  piece  of  lemon-peel  lying 
en  the  ground,  wondered  what  it  was ;  and  another  whe 
had  been  to  the  Nile,  to  shew  his  great  knowledge  of  tbioga^ 
teok  it  up,  and  ate  it  with  an  air  of  self-sufficieAey«  They 
gave  them  a  piece  of  loaf-sugar,  and  when  they  had  eatett 
m  they  declared,  that  their  valley  must  be  better  tbaii  CiMir 
ow%  as  it  produced  such  ffood  And  sweet  bread.    Wkm 
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they  buy  dhourra  tbey  generally  get  it  ground  Irtth  die 
mnal  haod  millstone  in  the  Tillage  where  they  buy  it,'  and 
carry  the  flour  into  the  desert.  Their  bread  is  baked  ttader 
the  ashes,  and  is  in  the  form  of  a  larg^  cake,  withont  leaTen 
or  salt.  Their  great  enemies  were  the  tribe  of  El  Mahasa 
and  Banousy,  which  dwell  from  between  Sues  to  the  Inte- 
rior of  Arabia  and  the  confines  of  Syria.  With  these  tribes 
ihey  had  had  many  battles,  but  it  appeared,  that  neither  one 
nor  the  other  adraneed  beyond  their  old  possessions*  They 
had  also  been  at  Tartance  with  the  Bishareines  on  the  south, 
but  were  now  at  peace  with  them  all. 

On  the  80th  they  saw  the  Red  Sea  at  a  great  distance* 
and  having  entered  a  range  of  mountains^  stopped  at  a  place 
called  UwelJ,  or  place  of  the  dragon. 

On  the  30th  they  set  oflT  early,  bent  their  course  to  the 
aouth-south-west,  and  passed  through  seTeral  Talleys,  to- 
wards a  very  high  mountain  called  Zubara,  a  name  gifen 
to  it  in  consequence  of  the  entcralds  which  have  been 
found  there.  At  the  foot  of  this  mountain  about  fifty  men 
were  encamped,  and  at  work  in  the  old  mines  of  the  anci- 
ents, in  hopes  of  finding  some  of  the  precious  stones  :  bat 
itappeared,  that  their  predecessors  had  aeirched  pretty  well 
before  they  quitted  their  works.  These  unfortunate  wretches 
receive  a  supply  of  provisions  from  the  Niici  but  some- 
times it  did  not  arrive  in  due  time,  and  great  famine  of 
course  prevails  among  them.  There  are  two  small  wells,  not 
more  than  half  a  day^a  journey  distant,  and  one  of  them  had 
a  tolerably  good  quantity  of  water.  TheWwork  had  com- 
menced about  aix  months  before,  but  bad  been  attended  with 
no  success.  The  mines  or  excavations  of  the  andenta  vreie 
all  choked  up  with  the  rubbish  of  the  upper  part  that  h  'd 
fidlen  in,  and  the  labour  to  remove  this  rubbish  waa  grea^ 
lor  the  hales  were  very  small,  Scareely  capable  of  conteia* 
ing  the  body  of  a  man  crawling  like  a  oameleon*  Tbey  iresia 
all  tbeMngUy  Hred  of  their  ahuntioB*  They  roaa  aeveral 
againat  Umr  leadersi  and  \m  one  insteoce  two  of  tbaa 
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.  irere  killed.  On  the  day  the  party  were  there  one  of  tlM 
poor  wretches  nearly  fell  a  Tictiin  to  the  avaricious  caprice 
of  their  powerful  employer.  As  he  was  penetrating  into  one 
of  the  holesy  part  of  the  roof  fell  down  upon  himi  and  not 
only  cut  off  his  retreat,  but  nearly  killed  him  on  the  spot. 
He  was  fortunately  taken  out  alive,  but  it  did  not  give  much 
encouragement  to  the  rest. 

Having  procured  an  old  man  from  among  the  natives  to 
guide  to  the  ruins  of  Berenice,  th  y  prepared  for  departure 
on  the  next  morntrg,  the  1st  f  f  October. 

The  road  was  mons;  th  high  rocks,  and  in  very  narrow 
TalteySy  but  in  which  there  were  a  great  number  of  trees. 
Here  they  were  led  by  the  old  man  in  various  directions 
through  wild  and  craggy  places  for  seven  hours.  At  length, 
about  noon,  the  valley  opened  all  at  once,  and  at  the  dis- 
tance of  five  miles  they  saw  the  Arabian  gulf.  The  sight  of 
an  open  horizon,  after  the  contracted  view  of  a  long  and 
■arrow  valley,  was  much  welcomed.  On  reaching  the  shore, 
they  plunged  into  the  sea  like  the  crocodiles  into  the  Nile, 
and  found  that  a  bathe  after  a  long  journey  was  very  refresh- 
ing. They  had  no  time  to  lose,  as  their  biscuit,  as  they 
calculated,  would  last  only  seventeen  days,  and  not  an  hour 
longer. 

In  some  rocks  that  lay  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  facing 
the  Red  Sea,  they  saw  several  mines  of  sulphur,  but  it  was  a 
doubt  whether  their  produce  would  be  advantageous,  owing 
to  their  situation.  They  are  near  the  sea,  but  the  convey « 
anceby  land  to^ie  Nile  would  prevent  any  benefit  from  the 
speculatioD.  They  made  some  repast  on  some  shell-fish, 
which  abound  in  great  quantities  along  the  coast.  The  large 
periwinkles  are  excellent,  and,  when  young,  are  very  ten- 
der and  delicious,  particularly  to  a  hungry  man.  Some  of 
them  weighed  half  a  pound,  and  part  of  the  tail  was  quite 
delicate^  though  the  white,  or  upper  part,  is  rather  tough. 

1*fae  guide  met  with  an  acc^uMiitance  of  his  who  lived  by 
eatohing  fisb,  not  far  from  tVAi  %\»v.    N^a»  otsX^  ^ikkXASiN^ani 
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consisted  of  a  tent  four  feet  bigb»  and  five  feet  wide ;  and 
bib  wife,  a  daiigbter,  and  a  young  man,  her  husband^ 
formed  tbe  wbole  fsinily. 

Tbeir  mode  of  fisbing  is  somewbat  strange  ;  tbey  throw 
in  the  water  a  piece  of  tbe  trunk  of  a  doomt  tree,  perhaps 
ten  or  twelve  feet  long,  at  each  end  of  which  is  a  piece  of 
wood  in  an  horizontal  direction,  so  as  to  prevent  the  tree 
from  turning  round  ;  at  one  of  tbe  ends  a  small  pole  is  stuck 
upright  to  serve  as  a  mast,  on  tbe  top  of  which  there  is  a 
Diece  of  wood  horizontally  fastened  as  that  below.  A  woollen 
shnwl  (brown  over  it,  and  fastened  at  each  end,  and  to  tbe 
piece  of  wood  horizontally  fastened  below,  forms  a  kind  of 
sail,  and  two  fishermen  mount  on  the  large  trunk  like  oa 
horseback,  and  by  means  of  a  cord,  attached  to  the  middle  of 
the  sail,  they  take  the  wind  more  or  less  as  is  required* 
But  it  is  only  \^hen  the  wind  blows  either  from  north  or 
south  that  such  a  contrivance  can  serve ;  for  if  it  blows  from 
tbe  east  tbey  cannot  set  off  tbeir  boat  from  the  shore,  or  if  it 
blows  from  the  west  it  will  blow  them  too  far  out  to  sea. 
When  the  fishermen  are  at  some  distance  from  the  shore,  it 
was  not  clearly  seen  by  what  means  tbe  rest  of  the  operation 
is  executed  ;  but  it  seemed  that  tbey  darted  their  long  tbiu 
spear  at  tbe  fish  when  they  happened  to  see  any,  and  by 
these  means  they  procured  tbeir  subsistence.  On  their  re- 
turn they  brought  four  fish,  each  of  about  six  pounds  weight, 
and  one  foot  six  inches  long  ;  tbey  were  of  a  strong  blue  sil- 
Tered  colour ;  their  fins,  head,  and  (ail  red ;  and  their  teeth, 
which  are  only  four,  are  quite  flat  and  out  of  their  mouths. 
They  bad  very  large  scales,  and  their  form  not  unlike  the 
benne  of  tbe  Nile.  It  would  seem  that  the  Egyptians  must 
have  had  a  knowledge  of  this  fish,  as  it  is  so  clearly  seen  in 
their  hieroglyphics,  and  in  the  new  tomb  of  Psammuthi^ 
some  are  painted  exactly  as  they  are  in  reality.  Tbey  are 
exceedingly  good,  have  very  few  bones,  and  very  large  galk«^ 

On  the  ftth,  in  the  morning,  tUe^  %sceTy^^^^\k\^m«axk« 
tain  to  new  the  coast  as  far  SB  iba^  couX^^  axA  tfisit^  ^*^^ 
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tfiat  it  ran  in  a  straight  directioD  towards  the  sootb-easl. 
Early  on  the  6th,  the  camels  arrived  with  a  load  of  fresh 
water,  and  it  was  well  they  did  so,  for  their  thirst  was  in- 
creased, not  only  Crom  the  scarcity  of  water,  but  by  the 
ahell-fisb  which  they  had  found  and  eaten  abundantly;  an 
inconvenience  which  the  fishermen  bad  not  to  contend  witb^ 
being  accustomed  to  the  bitter  water  of  a  well  not  far  oSL 
They  now  divided  their  caravan  into  two  parties  ;  and  sent 
all  the  luggage,  culinary  articles,  the  soldier,  the  Greek 
servant,  and  the  best  part  of  the  camels,  to  a  spring  of  run- 
ning water  in  the  mountains  of  Amuse,  there  to  wait  till 
Mr.  Belzoni  and  bis  companions  returned.  They  took  as 
much  water  as  tbey  could,  and  formed  a  party,  consisting  of 
Mr.  Beechey,  Mr.  Belzoni,  a  Greek  servant,  four  drivers^ 
and  the  two  Arab  boys  brought  from  Gournou,  with  five 
camels  in  all. 

T  ey  set  niT  in  the  morning,  and  went  along  the  coast 
till  they  arrived  at  El  Whady  Abgbsooo,  near  the  mines  uf 
El  Kebrite,  or  sulphur,  and  on  the  south-west  were  the 
mountains  ol*  Ilamata.     lie  observed  the  coast  all  the  way, 
and  took  its  direction.     On  the  road  they  met  some  fisher- 
men*    When   they  saw  the  party  at  a  distance,  they  left 
their  tents  and  marched  ofi^ towards  the  mountains.     On  ar- 
riving at  their  tents,  they  found  some  excellent  fish  just 
roasted,  which,  no  doubt,  these  people  had  made  ready  for 
their  supper.     They  partook  of  their  meal,  and  left  some 
money  in  payment,  on  the  top  of  a  water  jar,  and  continued 
their  journey.     For  two  days  they  had  been  troubled  with  the 
winds  from   the  east,  blowing  strong  and  resembling  the 
siroccos  of    Italy,    so  that  all  their  nerves  were  relaxed. 
During  this  time,  every  thing  was  wet,  and  at  night  there 
was  an  excessive  heat,  and  the  atmosphere  quite  covered 
with  clouds;  fortunately  it  changed  after  two  day«,  and  the 
mofth  wind  dissipated  all.  Had  it  lasted  longer,  tbey  could 
Jiot  JittTe  proceeded  on  iVievc  ^oikxtiE«) .  KX  lAfJi^  thie|  stopped 
tt  ft  well  of  UtUr  fiater. 
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Oatba  7iby  Um;  sM  off  early  to  see  the  mines  oTEl  Ke- 
hrUe^  or  solpbnr,  as  <hey  were  not  out  of  thetr  fiM    VHtjjf 
QfTer  were  produetiTe ;  buiwbat  little  ttej  may  haVe*ilfi 
forded^  it  ieippeared  that  the  ancients  hail  carried  ^ntireiy^ 
away,  so  that  they  left  them  exhausted  like  those  Cf^Cfie^ 
emeralds.  "  '   '  *'* 

,  Vo  the  Sth,  early  b  the  moniMg  Ibey  set  oA;  tod  iW 
hours  after,  saw  the  sea  at  a  distance^  and  went  OT^'^il^ 
wry  extensive  plain.  At  about  noon  thiey  a]^proa6bed'flW' 
sea,  Tery  thirsty,  and  regaled  tbetas^Tfea  with  a  lUtle  "#§1^'^' 
ter ;  and  at  one  o'clock  arrived  on  the  shore.  They  arriVcMl* 
all  at  once  on  one  of  (hose  sboles  of  ruins  which  ifhoW.iW 
upot  of  ancient  towns,  so  often  seen  in  Egypt.  They  ent^^reHjf' 
and  at  once  saw  tlie  regular  situations  of  the  bonsei';'  Hkd' 
main  streets,  their  construction,  and  in  the  centre,  a  sdirfll> 
l^gyptian  temple^  -nearly  covered  by  the  sand,  as  vrM  as 
the  insides  of  the  houses ;  and  their  wonder  increased' M^ 
exaodiaing  fbe  materials  with  which  the  honses  were  buAt. 
They  couLd  see  nothing  but  coral,  roots,  madrepore,  AoA' 
so? oral  petrifaotians  of  sea* weedii,  ftc.       ,  *    *^ 

:  Th^  leraplo  is^  bnili  of  &  bind  of  ebft,'  ettloareous,'  attd*! 
sandy  stone,  but  decayed  much  by  the  air  of  the  sea.    TM^ 
sMUation  cif  tUs  toilFil  is  delightM.    Tke  open  sea  b4for^  it 
i«  Ob  tbe^ast,  and  frcmi  tbs  southern  ooaetlo  the  poilrfr  of  tkli^ 
cape  tt  Hbe  an  aaiphhbeatre  of  moantalMs  0»opf  sH  opw^tt 
ing  on  the  north- wtsi  pla!»«  The  Gape  el  Golabcd  extlmdr* 
its  point  nearly  opposite  the  lowd  on  the  east,  and  fonMrwi 
shelter  fotr  large  ships  from  the  norti  aM  BOrtll^wasl«windav^ 
Right  opposite  the  town  there  is  'a  very  0ne  harbour  ettliMif 
made  by  nature ;  its  entrance  lb  on  tbo  north ;  It  ia  gluil«dM* 
ctai  the  east  by  a  neck  of  incrosted  rooky  on  the  sooth*  by 
liind,  and  on  tbo  west  by  the  town ;  the  north  side  being - 
tered  by  the  range  of  uovn tains  which  fbrms  tbooBpe,  pfOtf 
teets  the  harfMur  alsfO.    Its  entrands  baa  been  deep  onsfght 
fbr  anud)  toiiich^  attM^  Wtttoknoi^ 
bilt-io  flkftfr^aydaiipei;?!' fciriMrtftViiwi^^^wt 
P.  V.  27  41i  ■--.  v.^^  <^"- 
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«crM8,  so  that  nothing  oould  enter  at  low  water ;  b«t  a  pa»» 
Mge  could  be  easily  cut,  and  the  Harbour  reoderad  uaefiil* 
They  concluded  this  to  be  the  Berenice  described  by  Plinj^ 
and  laid  down  by  D'Anville ;  it  nearly  ap^eed  with  theaitii* 
ation  where  it  was  marked  on  the  naap ;  but  in  order  to  ascer* 
tain  with  more  accuracy,  they  rcsoWed  to  renture  by  going 
half  a  day  higher  towards  the  south.  The  town  is,  in  breadth, 
from  north  to  south,  1600  feet,  and  in  leingth,  from  east  to 
west,  2000  feet.  The  temple  seems  to  be  in  oonstruction 
according  to  the  Egyptian  style,  and  they  imagined  that  if 
the  Greeks  had  built  it  they  had  taken  their  plans  from  this 
ancient  people,  as  they  had  done  in  many  other  things.  It 
is  one  hundred  and  two  feet  long,  and  forty-three  feet  wide; 
it  contains  four  chambers,  one  on  each  side  of  the  sekoaand 
cells,  and  two  in  the  great  hall  in  the  front. 

It  was  three  days  since  they  had  eaten  any  thing  but  dry 
biscuit  and  water,  except  the  fish  found  at  the  fishermen*! 
hut.  On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  before  the  sun  rose,  they 
set  the  little  Mussa  to  digging.  He  was  one  of  the  Arab 
boys  brought  from  Gournou.  He  had  no  spade,  but  with  a 
shell  or  caquille,  he  worked  very  well,  as  it  was  only  aoft 
sand. 

The  boy  had  excayated  about  four  feet  of  sand  close  to 
the  north-east  corner  of  the  cella,  and  they  saw  that  the 
temple  was  Egyptian.  The  part  of  the  wall  which  was  dia* 
covered  was  adorned  with  Egyptian  sculpture  in  basso  re- 
lief o,  and  well  executed.  They  could  aee  three  figures,  two 
feet  Ihree  inches  high.  The  remaining  part  of  the  wall  was 
covered  with  hieroglyphics,  &c.  In  the  same  hole  the  boy 
found  part  of  an  Egyptian  tablet  covered  with  hieroglyphics 
and  figures,  it  is  a  kind  of  a  reddish  pudding* stone  or 
breccia,  not  belonging  to  the  rocks  near  that  place.  They 
took  it  away  as  a  memorandum  of  having  seen  an  Egyptian 
temple  on  the  coast  of  the  Red  Sea ;  a  circunostance  that,  aa 
yet,  no  antiquarian  has  h^d  any  idea  of.  The  plain  thai. 
aucnMMids  tlias  .town  is  very  extensive :  the  nearest  pmit  K 
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the  movntains  which  form  the  crescent  is  about  five  milet 
on  the  west  of  it.  On  the  north,  the  mountain  is  about 
twelve  miles  distant,  and  on  the  south  fifteen.  All  the  plain 
is  inclined  to  regetationi  such  as  a  sandy  soil  can  produce ; 
but,  in  particular,  the  lower  part  of  it  towards  the  sea  is 
perpetually  moist,  and  would  produce,  if  cultivated,  pas- 
ture for  camels,  sheep,  and  other  animals.  This  moisture 
is  naturally  produced  by  the  damp  of  the  8ea»  which  is  very 
strong  when  it  happens.  The  upper  part  of  the  plain  is  not 
so  damp,  and  would  be  perhaps  more  productive  of  dry 
plants. 

The  houses  were  not  so  extensive  as  they  are  built  at  this 
day.  It  was  the  custom  of  those  people  to  live  close  to  each 
other.  The  largest  houses  were  about  forty  feet  in  length, 
and  twenty  in  breadth  ;  some  were  smaller ;  the  square  of 
MOO  feet  would  contain  4000  houses ;  ^but,  as  there  were 
spaces  of  ground  without  buildings,  which  may  be  reckoned 
half  the  town,  Mr.  BelKoni  counted  them  to  be  only  2000. 
These  people  had  no  need  of  great  sheds  to  put  coaches, 
chariots,  or  any  other  luxurious  lumber.  Their  cattle  and 
camels  lay  always  in  the  open  air,  as  they  still  do  in  all  these 
countries  :  nor  had  they  extensive  manufactories.  The  only 
massy  buildings  for  their  commerce  could  be  but  a  few  store- 
houses, nor  could  the  narrow  lanes,  which  were  in  use  in 
those  times,  occupy  much  of  the  ground.  He  calculated 
that,  with  the  houses  out  of  town,  which  are  scattered  about 
in  groups  here  and  there,  the  population  of  that  port  must 
have  exceeded  10,000  inhabitants :  a  town  which  even  at 
this  day  would  be  reckoned  considerable,  if  situated  on  that 
coast,  as  a  port  for  commerce  with  India.  He  observed  also 
some  of  the  tombs  dug  in  the  nearest  lower  rocks,  of  a  kind 
of  soft  or  calcareous  stone,  which  are  the  only  ones  on  the 
plain  near  the  town  on  the  western  side.  They  left  the  spot 
before  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  in  consequence  of  the 
want  of  water;  and,  as  the  cameKdri  vert  had  neaily  lott 
their  patienccy  they  gave  them  half*a-pint  each,  and  conti- 
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BueA  their  road  towards  the  mouotaiii  on  the  north-weet^ 
with  the  firm  ioteotioD  of  retumiog  prepared  to  acrutioise 
the  whole  of  these  ruins. 

The  2Qth,  they  set  off,  and  passed  tfaroagh  a  wide  plain* 
As  they  left  the  mountain,  and  arrived  at  Habookroogp,  a 
place  that  appears  to  be  at  the  entrance  of  the  chain  of  moua* 
tains  that  leads  to  the  Nile»  the  camels  were  so  tired  they 
could  hardly  crawl :  they  had  lost  three  on  the  road,  and 
one  they  expected  would  not  last  long*  It  is  difficult  to 
form  a  correct  idea  of  a  desert  without  having  been  in  one  ; 
it  is  an  endless  plain  of  sand  and  stones,  sometimes  inter* 
mixed  with  mountains  of  all  sizes  and  heights,  without  roads 
or  shelter,  without  any  sort  of  produce  for  food*  Theiew 
scattered  trees  and  shrubs  of  thorns,  that  only  appear  when 
the  rainy  season  leaves  some  moislure^  barely  serve  to  feed 
wild  animals,  and  a  few  birds.  Every  thing  is  left  to  nan 
ture ;  the  wandering  inhabitants  do  not  care  to  cultivate 
even  these  few  plants,  and  when  there  is  no  more  of  them 
in  one  place,  tbey  go  to  another.  When  the  trees  become 
old,  and  lose  their  vegetation  in  such  climates  as  these,  the 
sun,  which  constantly  beams  upon  them,  burns  and  reduces 
them  to  ashes.  The  other  smaller  plants  have  no  sooner 
risen  out  of  the  earth  than  they  are  dried  up,  and  all  take 
the  colour  of  straw,  with  the  exception  of  the  plant  harad^  ; 
this  falls  off  before  it  is  dry.  Speaking  of  a  desert,  there 
are  few  springs  of  water,  some  of  them  at  the  distance  of 
four,  six,  or  eight  days  journey  from  one  another,  and  not 
all  of  sweet  water;  on  the  contrary,  it  is  generally  salt  or 
bitter,  so  that  if  the  thirsty  traveller  drinks  of  it,  it  increases 
his  thirst,  and  he  suffers  more  than  before  ;  but  when  the 
dreadful  calamity  happens  that  the  next  well,  which  is  anx- 
iously sought  for,  is  found  dry,  the  misery  of  feuch  a  sitiui*. 
tion  cannot  be  well  described.  The  camels,  which  affi»rd 
the  only  means  of  escape,  are  so  thirsty  that  tbey  canaat 
ivoceed  to  another  woU;  and  if  the  travellers  kill,  them  la 
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iMlraei  the  little  liquid  wfaieh  remaidii  l»  tWif  ftlonitfefc%  thk^ 
tbemseWefl  caoaot  adTanee  eny  farther,  •  The  Mtuetioti  abM 
be  dreadful,  aod  admits  of  no  resource.  *• 

Many  perish  viotims  of  the  aaost  horrible  thiral.  Il  is 
then  that  the  value  of  a  eup  of  water  is  really  felt.  He  tba* 
has  a  z$nzabia  of  it  is  the  riohest  of  alK  In  such  a  ease 
there  is  do  distinction  ;  if  the  naster  has  none,  the  servsnt 
will  not  give  it  to  hioit  for  very  few  are  the  iastaaees  where^ 
man  will  voluntarily  lose  his  life  to  save  that  of  another^  par^ 
tioukrly  in  a  caravan  in  the^  desert,  where  people  are  stran* 
gers  to  each  other.  What  a  situation  for  a  man,  though  a 
rich  one,  perhaps  the  owner  of  all  the  caravans  1  He  is  dy** 
ing  for  a  cup  of  water^-^o  one  gives  it  to  him— *he  offera  all 
he  possesses— no  one  hears  him— 4hey  are  all  dying — though 
by  walking  a  few  hours  farther  they  might  he  saved,-^the 
camels  are  lying  down,  and  cannot  he  made  to  rise-Hiioona 
has  strength  to  walk — only  he  that  has  a  glass  of  that  pre* 
cious  liquid  lives  to  walk  a  little  farther,  and  perhaps  dice 
too.  If  the  voyages  on  sea  are  dangerous^  so  are  those  in 
the  deserts :  at  sea,  the  provisions  very  often  fail ;  in  the 
desert  it  is  worse :  at- sea,  storms  are  met  with,  in  the  de^ 
vert  there  cannot  be  a  greater  storm  than  to  fand  a  dry  well  s 
dt  sea,  one  meets  with  pirates — we  escape-«we  surrender-** 
or  die ;  in  the  desert  they  rob  the  traveller  of  all  his  property 
and  water ;  they  let  him  live  perhaps-^but  what  a  life  1  ta 
die  the  most  barbarous  and  agonising  death.  In  short,  to 
be  thirsty  in  a  desert,  without  water,  exposed  to  the  burn- 
ing sun,  without  shelter,  and  no  hopes  of  finding  either^ 
is  the  most  terrible  situation  that  a  man  can  be  placed  ipit 
and,  perhaps  one  of  the  greatest  suflTerings  that  a  hu- 
man being  can  sustain  :  the  eyes  grow  inflamed,  thetongoa 
and  lips  swell ;  a  hollow  sound  is  heard  in  the  ears,  whicfa^ 
brings  on  deafness,  and  the  brains  appear  to  grow  thick  and 
inflamed :— «U  these  feelings  arise  from  the  want  of  a  little 
water.  In  the  midst  of  all  this  misery,  thedeoeilfal  miilagea 
appear  before  the  traveler  at  no  great  diatanee,  soflMthing 
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Vke  a  lake  or  riter  of  clear  fresb  water.  The  deceptioii-cf 
this  pheoomenon  is  well  known,  as  is  mentioned  before ;  but 
it  does  not  fail  to  invite  the  longing  traveller  towards  that 
element,  and  to  put  him  in  remembrance  of  the  happiness 
of  being  on  such  a  spot.  If  perchance  a  traveller  is  not  un- 
deceived, he  hastens  his  pace  to  reach  it  sooner  ;  the  more 
be  advances  towards  it,  the  more  it  goes  from  him,  till  at 
last  it  vanishes  entirely,  and  the  deluded  passenger  often 
asks  where  is  the  water  he  saw  at  no  great  distance ;  he  can 
scarcely  believe  that  he  is  so  deceived  ;  he  protects  that  he 
saw  the  waves  running  before  the  wind,  and  the  reflection  of 
the  high  rocks  in  the  water. 

If,  unfortunately,  any  one  falls  sick  on  the  road,  there  is 
DO  alternative;  he  must  endure  the  fatigue  of  travelling  on 
a  camel,  which  is  troublesome  even  to  healthy  people,  or 
he  must  be  left  behind  on  the  sand,  without  any  assistance, 
and  remain  so  till  a  slow  death  comes  to  relieve  him.  What 
horror  I  What  a  proceeding  to  an  unfortunate  sick  man  f 
No  one  remains  with  him,  not  even  his  old  and  faithful  ser- 
vant ;  no  one  will  stay  and  die  with  him  ;  all  pity  his  fate, 
but  no  one  will  be  his  companion.  Why  not  stop  the  whol^ 
caravan  till  he  is  better,  or  do  what  they  can  for  the  best  till 
he  dies  ?  No,  this  delay  cannot  be  ;  it  would  put  all  in  dan- 
ger of  perishing  of  thirst  if  they  do  not  reach  the  next  well 
in  such  a  time ;  besides,  they  are  all  different  parties  gen^ 
rally  of  merchants  or  travellers,  who  will  not  only  refuse  to 
put  themselves  in  danger,  but  will  not  even  wait  a  few  hours 
to  save  the  life  of  an  individual,  whether  they  know  him 
or  not. 

In  contrast  to  this  evil,  there  is  the  luxury  of  the  desert, 
and  also  its  spurt,  which  is  generally  at  the  well ;  there  one 
ei\]oys  all  the  delight  of  drinking  as  much  water  as  one  likes, 
which  tastes  not  unlike  cordials  or  other  precious  liquors, 
with  the  others  in  that  situation.  The  beasts,  mixed  with 
birds,  drink  together  close  to  the  well.  There  is  a  kind  of 
bamit  made  of  9lay  which  is  filled  up  by  the  driterir,  fretin 
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the  welU  when  the  Hhinij  mnimtls  all  drink  togetlmr,  -ebx 
melst  Bheepy  dogs,  donkeysy  and  birds,  as  it  is  the  only  tiflM 
they  cao  partake  of  iliat  liquid;  for  io  some  plactos  if  itistttfl 
drawn  up  from  the  mM,  they  cannot  reach  it  The  travde 
lers  only  saw  four  species  of  birds,  tis.  the  valtive^  eroil^ 
wild  pigeon,  and  partridge ;  of  this  last  tiiey  eat  some^  aoA 
found  them  exceedingly  good :  the  crows  are  the  most  nni^ 
merous;  they  teise  the  caadiels  by  peeking  tbdr  wounds,  if 
they  hsTe  any.  Tlie  other  and  most  pleasing  diTsrsion  In 
the  beautiful  damsels  who  come  as  shepherdesses  to  water 
their  flocks,  who  after  being  assured  that  there  is  no  dan« 
ger  in  approaching  strangers,  beoome  very  soebble. 

They  set  offal  two  in  the  morning  of  tiie  90th,  and,  be* 
fore  noon,  reached  the  well  at  Hamesh,  containing  verj 
good  water.  Here  they  lest  another  camel;  he  could  not 
go  any  farther. 

Sarly  on  the  28d,  they  proceeded,  and  arrived  at  the  first 
well ;  the  water  of  this  place  tasted  very  bad  on  goin|p 
up,  but  it  appeared  pretty  good  on  their  return.  In  ihk 
night  they  arriTcd  at  the  Nile,  and  hating  been  long  AmJ 
prived  of  good  water  made  them  sensible  of  the  superior 
rity  of  that  of  the  river  over  the  wells  they  had  been  aoens^: 
tomed  to.  n 

The  place  they  now  reached  on  the  Nile  was  a  fewmilsai 
north  of  that  where  they  had  entered  in  the  desert  dpposittf 
Elfou,  and  a  little  South  of  Eleitbias.  The  road  all  along 
the  valley  undoobtiedly  was  a  communication  between  thai 
town  and  Berenice,  and  on  the  east  to  the  emersld  minen/ 
It  is  not  to  be  wondered  at  that  the  town  of  Eleitbias  mnsti 
have  been  of  some  consequence,  ait  there  is  all  the  probnbi-! 
lity  of  commerce  having  been  carried  on  there ;  there  is  atilb 
a  landing-place,  which  evidently  proves  the  loading  n 
unloading  of  boats  for  that  purpose ;  and  this  place 
have  been  more  Aequented  by  the  ^eAmvans  ftons  the 
than  Coptus,  asitb  a  somewhat  shorter  jewnny1»fthtoKilsp 
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dMEereaoe  of  the  country  ;  all  the  Itiklf  ikM  irev0  iii|d«f 
l«r  before  were  dow  not  only  dried  up,  but  Ikeve  already 
eewn ;  the  muddy  villages  carried  off  by  the  rapid  current 
were  all  rebuilt ;  the  fencea  opened  ;  the  Fellaha  at  work  in 
^e  fields  ;  and  all  wore  a  different  aspect.  It  was  only  fif* 
leea  days  since  the  water  had  retired,  and  in  that  period  it 
decreased  more  than  eight  feeL  It  is  not  so  CTcry  year : 
uphen  the  Niltf  increases  slowly^  it  decreases  abo  in  the 
same  manner ;  this  is  in  consequence  of  the  abundance  or 
aoarcity  of  rain  which  falls  during  the  rainy  season  in  Abys* 
sinia. 

The  natives  rather  prefer  the  rapid  rising  of  the  Nile,  fimr 
it  corers  more  space  of  land,  so  that  it  be  not  too  mucli»  as 
was  the  esse  this  year  ;  wA  if  the  water  remain  eight  daya 
over  it,  it  does  as  much  good  as  if  itcontioiied  twenty*  By 
this  time  the  drowned  people  were  forgotten,  and  the  only 
calamity  reinainiug  was  the  aoarcity  of  provisions  among 
the  Fellahs,  The  Nile  had  taken  away  their  stock,  and 
Ihe  Cacheffs  were  only  busied  in  proeuring  grain  for  need 
la  all  such  cases  the  poor  labourer  is  the  laat  thought  of. 
-Mr.  Belzoni  now  proceeded  again  to  the  ialaod  of  Philoe 
to  remove  the  great  obelisk  from  thence  to  Alexandria.  Ho 
met  with  much  opposition.  The  greatest  difficulty  was  to 
persuade  the  Reis,  or  captain  of  the  sballal|  to  undertake  to 
launeb  the  boat  down  the  cataract  with  the  obelisk  on  board* 
'f  he  water  was  very  low  at  that  timo.  Howeiver^  the  pro- 
ajiiae  of  a  good  present,  and  half  of  the  money  in  bis  haiids, 
Qollifif  d  the  captain,  and  he  promised  that  ho  would  accompr 
pliah  the  undertakH^.  There  waa  some  diflSculty  at  first  iu- 
removing  the  obelisk  from  its  original  station ;  but  once  put 
dn  its  way,  it  soon  oaoHl  to  the  water-aide  The  pedestal 
rather  more  troublesome ;  owing  to  its  square  form,  it 
jslmoat  buried  under  the  rubbish;  and  as.  they  had  not 
taeklo  whatei(er«  and  very  little  wood,  it  retarded  the  work, 
nan  «r  iiro  daya.  .t 

^  Jisttrwlh0>oboliek  iron  fooAi  ^\va^8koiAM4,  ^^Ui\m- 


IN   B9YPT  AMD  NUBIA* 

fapf  acwidttti-  bappfMd,  whioh  wm  enUraly^owiog  to  M|^Mb 
by  InMtUiff  a  tiBgla  iiMiMBUTre  to  sone  who.  spaak  aiooo 
tluiB  they  OAB  fzeoute.  Mr.  Belioai  left  the  oare  to  oithoiB 
of.  Biakiog  a  aort  of  temporary  fiier  of  large  blooka  of  atOBe% 
while  he  eBaoiiaed  a  certain  paaaag^  in  the  oataraot  wheee 
the  boat  was  to  be  taken  up  empty,  and  lannehed  dowi 
when  loaded.  On  his  retorn,  the  pier  qipeared  quite  stpong 
enough  to  bear  at  least  ftirty  tineathe  weighlithad'to  ett|M^ 
port}  but»  alasl  when  the  obelisk  eamegradually  on  frein 
the  sloping  bank,  and  all  the  weight  rested  on  it^  the  pks^ 
with  the  obelisk,  and  some  of  the  men,  took  a  slow  moin» 
ment,  and  soak  into  die  river. 

-Mr.  Belaoni  obeerf ed  that  the  stones  whieb  wove  to 
serve  as  a  foondation  on  the  sloping  bank  had  been  only  Isid 
on  the  surface  of  it,  so  that  naturally  the  weight  of  the 
obelisk  must  have  carried  it,  or  rather  pressed  down  into 
the  Nile.  The  obdisk  was  stiU  peeping  a  little  oat  ef  the 
water :  the  labourers  were  of  various  humours }  ooom  wirii 
sorry,  not  for  the  obelisk,  which  was  no  loss  tothem,  h«l 
Ibr  the  loss  of  what  they  might  have  gained  in  fatuie  oped 
rations  in  passing  it  down  the  eataraot,  and  others  wive 
laughing,  at  seeing  the  evidot  disappointment  expseeMil 
on  many  conntenanoes.  The  obelisk  is  one  single  pieoeef 
granite  of  tweoty«two  feet  in  length,  and  two  hsbrsadthnt 
thebasn.  It  ia  about  the  height  of  that  in  8t  OesigdW 
Fields,  but  of  a  stone  of  a  mnoh  heavier  quality.  '  •  *V 

Haviog  detennined  to  tnke  the  oheiisk  up^  lie  oi Jsse4 
the  meo  to  come  the  next  morning,  and  sent  to  \AnMnntt 
that  evening  to  fetch  some  ropes  if  possible.  The  MV 
nent  daya  were  employed  in  raising  the  obeKsh.     ^  '    •  << 

A  great  quantity  of  stones  were  now  brought  to  the  wnisgM 
aide.  Several  men  entered  the  water,  and  luieed  »heifritf 
atones  on  the  side  of  the  obdisk  oppoeito  the  ebore^  ^"^Uf: 
•  noiid  bed  for  the  levers  to  net  upoBi>  Thelevem 
then  plaoed  iinder  the  obelisk,  one  ai  tlaa 
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lavers,  the  obelisk  must  turn  round  upoM  iU  axis  ;  the  mea 
oouici  not  put  down  the  lever  under  water  as  they  do  oa 
shore,  buf  by  seating  themseWes  on  the  extremity  of  the 
levers*  the  pressure  of  their  own  weight  produced  the  ef- 
fect. Two  ropes  were  passed  under  the  obelisk :  the  end 
which  was  from  under  it  was  fastened  to  some  tlate-treea, 
whioh  happened  to  be  on  the  bank,  and  to  the  ends  which 
oame  from  above  were  as  many  men  put  as  were  sufficient. 
At  the  side  of  the  levers  were  some  good  divers,  who  were 
ready  to  put  large  stones  under  the  obelisk  when  it  rose,  so 
thai  it  might  not  return  back  to  its  former  situation.  Wheo 
the  men  at  the  rope  began  to  pull,  and  the  divers  to 
Mount  on  the  extremities  of  the  levers,  the  obelisk  rose 
on  the  side  opposite  the  bank ;  and  when  the  levers  were  la 
he  removed,  Che  obelisk  was  propped  by  stones  under  U«. 
It  was  thus  risen  so  that  its  owa  weight  caused  it  to  mova 
round  at  each  turn  till  it  came  quite  on  dry  ground,  whick 
was  effected  in  less  than  two  days. 

Mr*  Belzoni  continued  bis  operation,  and  put  the  obelisk 
09  board,  by  means  of  a  bridge  of  palm-trees,  thrown  frona 
across  the  boat  to  the  land  under  the  obelisk,  wiuch  waA 
i|pw.  turned  on  the  bridge,  and  entered  on  board  :  when  in 
Ihe  ceatre  of  the  boat,  he  removed  the  trees  from  under  it; 
and  no  sooner  w.as  tbi/i  done  than  they  set  off  with  the  ohe- 
Usk  for  the  Ms^r^da,  ,tQ  have  it  readv  to  be  launched  dowa 
the  cataract  on  the  ue^t  moroing. 

Next,  morning  all  was  ready  for  the  dangerous  operation 
of  passing  the  cataract  with  the  obelisk.  At  this  place  is 
Ike  greatest  fall,  or  rather  descent,  of  water  in  the  cataract. 
When  the  inundation  is  half  high  in  the  Nile,  it  is  a  column 
q(;  water  of  about  three  hundred  yards  in  length,  which  falls 
nian  angle  of  twenty  and  twenty-^five  degrees  among  rocks 
^d  stones,  which  project  out  in  various  direcUous.  The 
boat  was  brought  to  the  margin  of  the  cascade ;  a  strong 
rope,  or  rather  a  small  cable,  was  attached  to  a  large  tree^ 
Ike  end  of  nhidi  was  passed  through  the  beams  of  the  boa  , 
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•o  «•  to  be  ilackeoMl  or  stopped  At  pleasiirei  I»  Ikm-hatitt 
there  worm  only  five  mm  ;  and  on  Uie  rook%  oa  eooh  eidof of 
the  catieade,  a  nudnber  of  othen  in  ▼ariono  fileoai^ 
ropee  attaohed  to  tiieteat,  ao  ai  to  pot  it  eitbar  oo  one 
or  the  otiier,  aa  it  f^«ifed»  to  prar^nt  ita  rnainf  ngainat 
Ibe  atooea;  ftfr  if  it  abauld  bo  tondidd  in  tbo  aauOaat  daf» 
gre^y  with  aneb  a  weight  on  board,  and  in  auoh  m  fapU 
atream,  the  boat  oaiild  not oaoapo iiaing daabadio  :piaoaai 
The  cable,  wineh  waa  borrowed  froB  m,  manhant*boat  at 
Aaaonan,  waa  pretty  alrong,  but  not  aaflieient  to  atop,  tlii 
boat  in  ita  courae,  in  ante  it  ifamdd  tela  danger  of  nuiniii|f 
againat  a  rook.  It  waa  only  anflldent  to  eheok  ita  oowran 
down ;  nor  could  the  boat  Imto  been  atopped  in  aueh  a  aitM 
ation,  for  in  that  caae  the  water  wlmM  mn  oter  tba  boat, 
and  sink  it  instantly.  Under  these  droiiasitanceai  nH  d#« 
pended  on  the  denlerity  of  the  men  who  were  poatod  in  nN 
rious  parts  t^  puU  or  slacken  aocording  aa  naeesaity  required? 
Mr.  Belioni  did  not  fail  to  nae  all  the  petaaaalon  poaaiUoi 
and  promisee  of  bakahii  to  the  wild  peopte,  as  tlwy  are 
called,  but  who  on  this  ocoaaion^  were  aa  ataady  aaao  uiaif 
pilots.  The  Reis,  of  whom  he  had  hired  the  boat,  waa  ale 
most  out  of  his  sensea,  thinking  it  would  be  oertahily  hiafe 
The  poor  feDow  bad  engaged  bia  ▼esad  merely  beoaiiae'»ll 
hsppened  that  bia  trade  failed ;  and  he  waa  in  ▲aieuantftatf 
some  time  Without  hope  of  gatling  a  cargo^  and  had  in* 
eurred  debts,  which  oonfined  fain  there,  aad  he  would  ha^« 
been  glad  of  any  freight  to  get  out ;  but  when  bn  saw  fbo 
danger  his  boat  waa  in,  he  eried  like  a  child,  and  baggai 
Mr.  Belioni  would  relinqoiah  Ma  ohjeot,  and  return  Mr 
boat  safe  to  him.  But  when  he  saw  the  ▼ssaal  on  the  peiii 
of  being  Isunched,  ho  threw  bimaelf  with  Ma  faee  to  tba^ 
ground,  and  did  not  rise  till  all  win  out  of  danger*  Hm^ 
Ing  seen  that  all  waa  ready  ^  the  aifualto  aiaoken  the  crfda 
was  given.  It  was  A  grand  aighA  '  >Tbe  boat  took  » 
which  isay  be>Mrkoliod  at  the  asM^f  tmulao  asiinn  m 
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Ibe  dbtanoe  of  one  hundred  yards  the  boat  came  in  contact 
with  an  eddy,  which,  beating  against  a  rock,  returned  to- 
wards the  vessel,  and  helped  much  to  stop  its  course.  The 
men  on  the  side  pulled  the  boat  out  of  the  direction  of  that 
rock,  and  it  continued  its  course,  gradually  diminishing  its 
rate,  till  it  reached  the  bottom  of  the  cataract,  and  was  out 
of  danger.  The  labourers  altogether  seemed  pleased  at  the 
good  success  of  the  attempt,  even  independently  of  the  in* 
terest  they  might  derive  from  it ;  and  it  is  not  very  often 
that  such  feelings  enter  into  the  bosoms  of  these  people. 
The  Reis  of  the  boat  had  joy  expressed  in  his  countenance, 
as  may  easily  be  imagined,  and  they  arrived  safe  at  Assouan 
the  same  day  shortly  afterwards. 

Mr.  Belioni  now  resolved  to  return  to  Europe,  and  hav« 
ing  put  all  things  in  readiness,  and  all  the  modeb  of  the 
tombs  being  embarked,  he  took  the  celebrated  sarcophagus 
out  of  the  tomb  and  put  it  iu  a  strong  case.  The  valley  it 
had  to  pass  to  reach  the  Nile  is  rather  uneven  for  more  than 
two  miles,  and  one  mile  of  good  soft  sand  and  small  pebbles. 
He  had  it  conveyed  on  rollers  all  the  way,  and  safely  put 
on  board. 

It  was  on  the  27th  of  January,  1819,  when  they  left 
these  truly  magnificent  ruins,  and  arrived  at  Cairo  on  tha 
18th  of  February.  At  Cairo  they  only  stopped  a  few  days, 
and  continued  the  voyage  to  Rosetta;  there  they  landed 
the  various  pieces  of  antiquity,  the  obelisk,  the  sarcopha- 
gus, and  the  cover  of  another  sarcophagus.  It  had  been 
thrown  from  its  sarcophagus  when  it  was  forced  open,  and 
being  reversed  it  remained  buried  by  the  stones,  and  unno* 
ticed  by  any  visitor.  Mr.  Belzoni  cleared  off  all  the  stones, 
and  on  examination  of  the  under  part,  found  that  it  was  a 
fine  figure,  larger  than  life,  in  alto  relievo,  and,  except  the 
foot,  all  the  rest  was  quite  perfect.  Having  re-embark^a 
all  these  articles  again  on  board  of  a  djerm,  they  came  to 
Alexandria  w<th  a  firm  intention  to  set  off  with  the  first  op- 
portunity. 
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Haviog  however,  from  circumstances,  to  remain  lon^^r 
Iban  be  expected,  he  resolved  to  take  a  journey  to  the  Oasis 
of  Ammon.  He  left  Rosclta  on  the  20th,  and  arrived  at 
Benisouef  on  the  20(h  of  April,  1819.  He  took  a  Sicilian 
servant,  whom  he  hired  in  Alexandria,  as  his  Irish  lad  had 
taken  the  opportunity  of  returning^  to  England  from  Jeru- 
salem with  Mr.  Le^h.  He  took,  also,  a  Moorish  Hadge, 
who  was  on  his  return  from  Mecca,  and  begged  to  be  taken 
on  board  at  Gene.  As  he  was  a  Hadge  or  piigrim,  his  com* 
pany  would  be  of  some  service  ;  and  he  proved  very  useful. 
At  Benisouef  they  procured  some  donkeys  to  take  them  and 
a  little  provision  aa  far  as  the  lake  Moeris. 

On  the  29th  of  April  they  set  off,  and  directed  their 
course  through  a  vast  plain  of  cultivated  land,  of  corn  and 
other  products  of  the  country.  This  plain  is  all  under  wa- 
ter  at  the  time  of  the  inundation,  excepting  the  scattered 
villages,  which  stand  elevated,  and  appear  like  so  many 
islands  daring  that  time.  About  fifteen  miles  from  the  Nile, 
the  chain  of  mountains  on  the  west  are  but  low.  They 
open  and  form  a  valley  into  the  Faioum ;  and  it  was  at  this 
entrance  that  they  arrived  on  the  first  night  of  their  journey. 
The  Bahr  Yousef  passes  into  the  centre  of  this  valley,  and 
enters,  in  various  serpentine  directions,  into  the  Faioum. 
They  took  their  station  under  some  date  trees  near  the 
water,  about  two  miles  from  the  first  pyramid.  Here,  after 
a  slight  repast,  they  went  to  sleep  on  their  usual  bed,  a 
mattress,  thin  enough  to  serve  as  a  saddle  when  folded  up, 
but,  when  laid  on  a  mat  or  on  the  ground,  aflbrding  as  good 
a  bed  as  any  traveller  ought  to  expect.  The  Sicilian  ser- 
vant, the  Moorish  Hadge,  and  the  donkey-drivers,  kept 
watch  in  their  turn  ;  and  it  was  arranged  so,  that  this  sys- 
tem should  be  observed  during  the  whole  of  their  journey. 

On  the  30th,  they  set  off  before  sunrise,  and  soon  arrivea 
at  the  first  pyramid.  It  is  composed  of  sun-burnt  brieks^ 
and  stands  on  a  high  ground  at  the  foot  of  a  hill  on  tba 
northern  side  of  the  valley      Its  basis  is  covered  round  with 
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sand  and  stones,  out  of  which  it  rises  sixty  feet,  but  its 
original  heii^lit  must  have  been  aboTe  seventy,  as  the  top 
has  been  thrown  down.  The  basis  above  the  sand  is  eighty 
feet*  Mr.  Belzoni  ascended  the  pyramid,  and  from  the  top 
could  see  the  whole  valley,  and  the  entrance  into  the  Faioum. 
On  the  west,  at  only  two  hours*  walk  distance,  was  another 
pyramid,  situated  on  a  lower  ground  ;  consequently  it  ap- 
peared less  high.  Further  to  the  west,  was  Me^linet  El 
Faioum,  which  stands  on  the  ruins  of  ancient  Arsinoe,  and 
has  a  respectable  app(*arance  at  a  distance. 

They  set  off  for  the  temple,  named  Cassar  el  Haron, 
about  three  miles  from  a  lake,  standing  in  the  midst  of 
the  ruins  of  a  town,  of  which  there  is  a  track  of  the  wall  to 
be  seen,  and  the  foundations  of  several  houses  and  other 
small  temples.  There  are  fragments  of  columns,  and  blocks  of 
stone  of  a  middling  site.  The  temple  is  in  good  preservation, 
excepting  in  the  upper  part :  it  is  of  a  singular  construction, 
and  differs  somewhat  from  the  Egyptian.  There  are  no 
hieroglyphics  either  inside  or  out,  and  only  two  figures  on 
the  wall  on  the  western  side  of  the  upper  apartments,  one  of 
which  he  took  for  Osiris,  and  the  other  for  Jupiter  A  mmon. 
In  the  front  of  this  temple  there  is  a  semicircular  pilaster  at 
each  side  of  the  door,  and  two  pilasters  attached  to  the  wail ; 
but  the  extiTior  workmanship  is  evidently  of  a  later  date 
than  the  temple.  Part  of  the  town  is  covered  with  sand. 
On  the  east  side  of  it  there  is  something  like  a  gateway,  in 
an  octangular  form,  and  at  a  little  distance  there  is  a  Greek 
chapel,  elevated  on  a  platform,  with  cellars  under  it. 

After  having  taken  a  pro|>er  view  of  the  temple  and  of  the 
town,  they  went  to  see  the  small  Greek  chapel,  accompanied 
by  the  two  boatmen  ;  and  as  there  was  no  appearance  of  any 
danger,  Mr.  Belzoni  left  his  gun  and  pistols  in  the  temple, 
but  had  nearly  suffered  for  his  temerity ;  for  just  as  he  was 
mounting  the  few  steps  that  lead  to  the  platform  of  the  small 
chapel,  a  large  hyena  rushed  from  the  apartments  beneath 
rbecbapel.     The  animal  stopped  three  or  fear  yards  from 
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binif  md  Ihm  turned  round  as  if  determined  td  nllntk  hifl»| 
but  it  aiq>eartd  on  teebnd  thoughts  to  have  refin^uishtd  ita 
intent,  and  after  having  shown  Ita  pretty  teeth,  gate  a  hi* 
deeua  roar,  and  aet  aS  galloping  as  faat  as  it  oeuki. 

.  On  the  morning  of  May  5,.  they  took,  the  rosd  on  the.  west 
44a  of  the  lake,  and  aav  thesite  of  a  town  named  £1  Hu- 
man, of  wbieh  nothing  now  remains  but  aeatteied  pieces  of 
brick  and  part  of  a  bath.  This  place  is  situated  full  forty 
foot  above  the  lake,  and  the  ground  all  round  wan  ooTered 
u»th  small  shells  such  as  osefcles,  small  eooohilies,  and 
othara  not  unlike  periwinkles.  They  lutnmed  nfierwards  ou 
the  east  on  the  same  day,  and  passed  several  ancient  viU 
lAgjiS,.  buflt  of  sun-burnt  bricks.  At  a  place  named  Tena, 
Mr.  Belaoni  observed  several  Mocks  of  white  stone  and  red 
granite,  which  evidently  must  have  been  taken  firom  ei&floea- 
of  greater  magnitude  tlia»  what  had  ever  stood  there.  Ho 
nould  not  see  theaasallesl  appearanee  of  an  edifice^  eithcv 
on  tihe  ground,  or  any  appennuice  from  under  it ;  but  be 
observed  all  through  that  part  of  the  country  a  great  num- 
ber of  stooea  and  columns  off  beautiful  colours,,  of  white 
marble  and  of  granite.  These  piecea  ware  scattered  about 
for  the  space  of  sevecsl  sules,.  some  on  theroad,  and  some 
io  the  houses  of  the  Arabs,  and  othera  put  to  various  weeate 
the  erection  of  huts,  Ac.  •-«        ^^   ,^i 

,  Xhey  continued  their  journey  to  a  direotieu  parallel 
with  the  lake,  through  sevetal  villsgsa,  wooda  of  palm  andf 
other  fruit  trees,  and.  wall  cultivated,  landsy  and  at  sunset 
arrived  at  Fedmin  d  Knnois,  which  meana  the  Place  of 
Churches :  it  stand  on  a^  high  mound*  of  earth  and  rubbisl^ 
and  has  evidently  been.  Bebnilt  on  other  ruinvii  It  ia  divided 
into  two  parte  by  a  small  canal  froaS'the  Bahr  Yousef.  Ono' 
side  of  the  town  ia  inhabited  by  Chriatihm  Gopts^  andtt^- 
other  by  Hahomedana  ^  and  though  the  two  raUgioHB  ofl^ 
dated  alaasat  in  mght^  off  eaeb  other,  Ihey  never  interiered 
in  eaoh  othet!«  nghtii.  .The  paev  Copta  were  deetttute  oC  tha 
priocipnl..meaaa:ot.fdAoaAiBg«  their  diildreni  «nd  tha'ONMt: 
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ff«ference  they  Dad  to  the  rites  of  the  Christian  religion  w^% 
an  old  book  of  manuscripts,  copied  from  the  Bible ;  but  eteii 
this  was  kept  as  the  only  relic  they  had.  Mr.  Belzoni  sayt 
if  he  had  possessed  an  Arabic  Bible  or  Testament  he  might 
haTe  become  a  great  man  among  them,  and  states  his  won- 
der that  the  Missionaries  of  the  Bible  Society,  who  had 
lately  visited  Egypt,  omitted  this  place,  being  a  noted 
Christian  town. 

A  young  man  of  the  name  of  Burckhardt,  cousin  to  the 
celebrated  traveller  of  that  name,  went,  unprotected,  into 
Egypt  for  the  purpose  of  distributing  Bibles,  and  was  in 
consequence  persecuted  and  obliged  to  fly  in  great  haste* 
He  went  into  Syria,  but  with  over  fatigue,  or  pefhaps  from 
the  eflTeots  of  the  climate,  he  was  unable  to  proceed  higher 
than  Aleppo,  where  he  died. 

'  The  tradition  of  the  town  of  Fedmin  el  Kunois  is,  that  in 
ancient  times  there  were  on  that  spot  three  hundred  churches 
which  were  allowed  to  fall  in  ruins  by  the  old  inhabitants 
of  the  place,  and  that  when  the  Mahomedans  succeeded  to 
the  country,  they  built  the  present  town  on  these  very  three 
hundred  churches;  for  which  reason  the  town  is  named 
Fedmin  of  the  churches.  The  story  is  somewhat  strange 
and  may  afford  grounds  for  a  modern  traveller  to  place  the 
Egyptian  Labyrinth  in  this  spot;  for,  by  conceiving  that  the 
three  hundred  churches  were  the  three  hundred  cellars  of 
the  Labyrinth,  as  mentioned  by  Herodotus,  or  by  supposing 
that  the  father  of  history  meant  to  say  three  hundred  instead 
of  three  thousand,  the  above  churches  could  have  been  no- 
thing less  than  the  old  Egyptian  Labyrinth  itself.  All  this 
might  pass  off  well  enough  among  the  wanderers ;  but,  un- 
fortunately, there  is  proof  to  the  contrary,  which  will  do 
away  with  any  such  supposition.  The  above  branch  of 
the  Bahr  Yousef  passes  through  the  town,  cut  not  above  two 
centuries  ago ;  and  none  of  the  said  churches  appeared  in 
the  progress  of  the  excavation  through  the  town,  which 
must  have  been  the  case  had  it  been  built  on  the  eaid  three 


IN    BGYPT   AND   NUBIA.  649 

hundred  ohurcbei.  Howaver,  noiwithvtanding  the  litffe 
probability  there  is  of  the  Labyrinth  being  in  this  plaoe^  it 
must  have  been  at  no  great  distance  from  the  lake,  as  the 
great  quantity  of  materials  which  is  scattered  about  the  coun« 
try  has  evidently  belonged  to  some  extensive  and  splendid 
building. 

On  the  morning  of  the  7th  they  went  to  see  the  ruins  of 
the  ancient  Arsinoe.  It  had  been  a  very  larg^  city ;  but 
nothing  of  it  remained,  except  high  mounds  of  rubbish. 
The  chief  materinis  appear  to  hate  been  burnt  bricks.  There 
are  many  stone  edifices,  and  u  great  quantity  of  wrought 
granite.  In  the  present  town  of  Medinet  were  several  frag- 
ments of  granite  columns,  and  other  pieces  of  sculpture,  of 
a  most  magnificent  taste. 

Having  seen  all  he  wished  in  this  place,  Mr.  Belioni 
went  to  see  Hussuff  Bey,  who  had  returned  from  Cairo. 
He  was  a  native  of  Circassia,  and  bought  at  the  usual  mar- 
ket as  a  common  slave,  by  the  Bashaw  of  Egypt,  who,  af« 
ter  many  years'  servitude,  made  him  Bey,  or  governor,  of 
the  finest  province  of  that  country.  He  waa  uncommonly 
civil,  and  eager  to  know  any  thing  with  which  he  was  nn« 
acquainted ;  but,  on  application  for  a  Bedoween  guide  to 
conduct  them  through  the  desert,  he  said  that  the  Bedo« 
weens  were  all  encamped  in  that  part  of  the  province  which 
was  subject  to  Khalil  Bey  at  Benisouef. 

It  was  quite  night  before  they  arrived  on  the  banks  of  the 
Nile;  and,  as  no  business  could  be  done  that  evening,  Mr. 
Beizoni  caused  his  saddle  to  be  prepared  for  his  bed,  and  went 
to  sleep.  I  do  not  know,  says  he,  to  what  cause  it  is  to  be 
attributed,  but  I  certainly  slept  more  soundly  on  the  banka 
of  the  Nile,  or  on  the  sanda  of  the  desert,  than  I  ever  did 
in  any  other  place,  and  particularly  under  a  roof. 

Mr.  Beizoni  went  to  the  coffee-house  in  the  baiar  of  tha 
town,  the  only  place  of  amusement.  These  places  are  only 
Irequented  by  the  Turkish  soldiers,  for  though  a  cup  of 
coffee  is  only  fiv^  paraa,  little  more  than  «  haUpeany,  yet  U 
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im  more  than  an  Arab  can  afford  to  pty,  as  bb  g^ertl  pajr 
for  bis  day's  labour  is  only  twenty  paras,  three-peaeey  so 
that  it  is  very  seldom  an  Arab  is  to  be  seen  in  these  spend- 
thrift places.  It  is  somewhat  singular  to  observe,  that 
while  these  soldiers  are  drinking  their  coffee,  they  assume 
the  same  airs  and  consequence  as  their  Beys.  A  beenbashe, 
who  is  only  in  rank  with  a  Serjeant,  issues  to  the  oorpoial 
Uie  order  he  received  from  the  Cacbeff,  in  the  same  tone  as 
it  was  delivered  to  him  ;  the  corporal  does  so  to  the  soldier, 
wiio  occasionally  passes  it  to  an  Arab  in  the  same  manner. 

On  the  morning  of  the  27th  of  May,  Mr.  Belsoni  was  taken 
to  see  the  seat  of  an  old  town  a  short  distance  io  the  south. 
As  he  thought  he  might  see  some  inscription  on  the  wall, 
Mr.  Belzoni  took  from  his  pocket  a  small  telescope,  which, 
when  opened,  was  not  more  than  two  feet  long.  Having 
put  it  in  a  direction  to  the  upper  part  of  the  wall,  all  the  peo- 
ple that  were  there  retired  in  great  precipitation,  and  the 
others  near  were  on  the  point  of  doing  the  same.  An  old 
man  stared  at  the  telescope,  and  wished  to  know  what  he 
was  about.  He  thought  it  best  to  please  the  old  man  by 
letting  him  have  a  peep.  He  was  shy  at  first,  but  be  took 
it ;  and,  after  a  long  examination,  put  it  to  bis  eyes.  At 
last  he  caught  the  focus  of  the  glasses,  and  was  much  asto- 
nished that  the  stones  of  the  wall  should  come  so  near  to 
him. 

They  entered  through  a  house  into  the  interior  of  a  temple; 
hut  there  was  nothing  but  the  inner  part  of  a  wall,  which 
must  have  been  the  sanctuary.  All  was  apparently  the  vtst 
ruins  of  a  great  edifice,  covered  with  mud  cottages  which 
formed  the  village,  and  the  standing  part  of  a  temple  built 
by  later  nations ;  the  materials  of  the  former  temple  having 
been  employed  to  erect  the  latter,  but  the  stone  had  been 
diminished  in  size. 

By  this  time  the  principal  people  of  the  village  had  arrived. 
The  telescope  was  what  drew  their  attention  at  present,  and 
it  was  handed  from  one  to  another ;  but  unfortunately^  after 
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4he  first,  no  one  could  see  any  thing ;  he  protested  that  a 
branch  of  a  date-tree,  which  was  at  some  distance,  came 
so  close  to  him  that  it  touched  his  nose.  All  the  rest  were 
willing  to  see  this  wonder,  but  he  unwarily  had  put  the  teles- 
cope off  Its  focus,  consequently  the  others  could  not  see. 
When  put  right  again,  the  first  that  could  see  exclaimed, 
that  he  was  close  to  the  tree. '  His  pleasure  of  sight  did  not 
last  long,  for  no  sooner  did  he  say  that  he  saw  something, 
than  the  glass  was  taken  from  him,  and  put  out  of  its  focus 
again.  This  created  sport  for  more  than  two  hours,  and 
Mr.  Belzoni  then  received  his  telescope  back  again  without 
injury.  They  were  so  pleased  with  it  and  with  their  know^^ 
ledge  of  it,  that  Mr.  Belzoni  proposed  to  take  a  tour  rounds 
the  Tillage  on  the  outside  of  it,  and  they  all  agreed  to  ac* 
company  him.  They  set  out  with  at  least  half  the  people.  Mr. 
Belzoni  inquired  from  some  of  them,  who  seemed  to  be  dis' 
posed  to  tell  any  thing,  if  there  were  any  places  under  ground 
tny  where  :  they  seemed  surprised  how  he  should  know  of 
my  places  of  the  kind,  and  told  him  that  there  were  many 
round  the  village.  On  going  towards  them,  he  perceived 
several  tombs  cut  out  of  the  rock.  On  entering  he  found 
three  or  four  chambers,  in  each  of  which  were  several  sarco- 
phagi of  burnt  clay  with  the  mummies  inside,  their  folding 
not  so  rich  or  so  fine,  the  linen  of  a  coarse  sort,  and  the 
corpses  without  asphaltum,  consequently  not  so  well  pre- 
served. They  are  in  great  quantity  in  each  tomb.  Many 
of  the  sarcophagi  are  still  in  good  preservation,  but  he 
could  not  take  any  away,  as  it  would  have  been  too  great  a 
burthen  for  a  camel.  After  a  long  tour  over  these  tombs, 
they  returned. 

Mr.  Belzoni  inquired  if  any  of  them  had  any  articles  to 
dispose  of,  and  told  them  that  he  would  give  them  money 
in  return  :  nothing  was  brought  to  him  of  any  consequence^ 
only  a  broken  Grecian  vase  of  bronze,  about  eight  inches 
high,  of  a  Tery  curious  shape  ;  and  a  small  cherub  of  Greek 
work,  not  more  than  three  inches  high.    During  the  mora* 
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Ing  Mr.  BtlftOBi  was  taken  on  one  aide  bf  liie  CndVji 
ipaa  unoomwiNiIjr  polila  io  bim  all  ibia  tkoB^  for  wbkii  Mi 
lita Jie  coQld  nol  acooiinft :  he  toM  him  in  a  few  w«4a»  thai 
himttV,  the  Sbaik  Stdem,  and  bia  fatkar^  bad  vade  «p  OMir 
mittda  to  offsr  bun  to  remain  there  with  tbem^  thai  he  ahoMM 
beeome  a  Mahomedao,  and  that  a  great  feaat  would  be  made 
on  his  account  on  the  da  y  of  the  featiral  of  thai  oereasony ; 
that  he  should  paKake  of  part  of  their  laads*  and  if  be  knew 
how  to  introduce  soqmi  new  prodnee,  it  would  be  all  to  hie 
own  advantage ;  and  lastly,  that  be  asigbt  cbooae  four  wivea 
from  among  their  own  daagbters,  and  that  be  abould  be 
happy  there  without  goiug  about  ao  much  aflber  atones.  He 
bad  not  a  little  difficulty  to  get  himaelf  out  of  thia  acrape. 
He  left  the  Cady,  giving  bim  hopes  that  he  would  return 
iuiui|  and  then,  perhops,  his  mind  might  be  nare  inclined 
to  stop  there  and  marry  ;  but)  for  the  preaent,  he  could  not 
leave  all  the  rest  of  his  affairs  at  Cairo  unsettled*  Ilia  Si* 
eilian  servant  was  attacked  also  at  the  same  time,  but  he  got 
off  in  a  more  t^psedy  way  ;  be  promised  tbeq^  that  as  sood 
as  he  had  accoicpaoied  his  employers  to  GairOv  be  would 
return  immediately,  and  slay  there  with  them  all  tbt  rest  of 
his  life. 

A  feast  of  rice  eating  was  kept  in  consequence  of  the  desth 
of  a  man  related  to  Sheik  Ibrahim,  the  landlord  of  the  house 
where  be  was,  and  who  was  taken  to  be  buried  just  before. 
No  sooner  was  the  eating  ended,  than  the  most  tremeodoua 
noise  issued  from  the  outer  doors ;  it  was  the  widow  of  the 
deceased,  who  returned  home,  accompanied  with  all  the 
rest  of  the  matrons  of  the  village,  all  in  great  uproar. 

On  the  next  day  the  widow  who  had  buried  her  husband 
came  and  seated  herself  near  Mr.  Belzoni,  sobbing,  aa  he 
supposed,  for  the  loss  of  her  husband.  The  Sicilian  servant 
tried  to  persuade  her  to  bear  her  loss  patiently ;  but  she  con- 
tinned  sobbing :  at  last  she  said,  that  none  but  Mr.  Beliont 
could  restore  her  to  happiness,  and  that  she  hoped  that  he 
would  not  refuse  her  the  favour.    At  last  he  asked  what 
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•he  wasted.  She  aaid,  that  she  aaw  him  writing  umgioy 
and  begged  he  would  write  two  pieces  of  p^iero-^me  to  g«t 
another  hneVandy  as  soon  aa  pmtMt^  aad  flie  etlMr4oaMki 
ute  of  for  the  same  purpose  if  he  should  die*  He  eudea^ 
¥oured  to  persuade  her  that  be  was  not  in  possession  of  ma- 
gic ;  but  she  would  not  be  conrineedi  and  went  away  moob 
displeased. 

After  Tarious  adTentureSi  on  the  16th  <rf  Jane  the  whole 
party  returned  to  Benisouef,  where  they  embarked  for  Cairo  ; 
from  thence  they  prooeeded  to  Alexandria ;  and  Mr.  Bel*  ^ 
soni  baring  arranged  all  his  aflairs  in  Egypt,  in  themiddle 
of  September,  1819,  he  embarked  for  Europe. 

Tlie  head  of  MeoiMMi)  the  sphynxes  and  other  antiquitiae 
were  sent  to  Great  Britaia  and  plaoed  ia  Ae  British  Ma« 
seum.  Tbevs  they  are  open  for  the  publio  inspection,  an4 
the  reader  is  reeommeaded  to  pay  a  risit  to  that  plaoe,  to 
which  every  person  who  is  decently  dressed  is  admitted 
every  Monday,  Wednesday  and  Friday,  except  on  hotydaya 
or  other  particular  daya.  There  they  will  be  led  to  appra- 
ciate  in  some  degree  the  valuable  and  ardttons  oervieea  af 
Mr.  BelaoaL 
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CAPTAIN  ROSS'S  VOYAGE 


TO 


THE  ARCTIC  REGIONS, 


The  iroyage  of  Captain  Ross,  although  now  introdaoed 
into  this  work,  look  place  prior  to  those  of  Captains  Parry 
and  Franklin.  The  cause  of  this  arrangemoit  is,  that  the 
Yoyage  of  Captain  Ross  was  not  marked  by  sueh'ioteresting 
incidents  as  those  of  the  former.  Thore  ia  howoTer  much  to 
be  noticed  even  in  this  voyage,  and  such  droumstanoes  will 
form  the  history  now  to  be  given,  which  oonsequently  will 
be  comprised  in  a  few  pag^s. 

On  the  lltb  of  December,  1817,  Captain  Ross  rooilifod 
a  letter  from  Sir  George  Hope,  one  of  the  Lords  of  the 
Admiralty,  informing  him  that  two  ships  were  to  be  settt 
out  to  ascertain  the  existence  or  non-existence  of  a  north- 
west passage,  and  desiring  him  to  say  whether  he  should 
wish  to  undertake  it ;  at  the  same  time  informing  him,  that 
he  would  be  accompanied  by  a  man  of  science,  and  by  Green- 
land pilots  accustomed  to  navigate  those  seas.  To  this  he 
returned  for  answer,  that  he  had  no  besitation  in  undertak- 
ing the  service,  particularly  with  the  promised  assistance. 
On  the  16th  he  received  orders  from  Sir  George  to  make 
the  best  of  his  way  from  Lock  Ryan  to  Greenock,  in  the 
Driver  (which  ship  be  then,  commanded,)  aAd  when  super- 
seded be  was  to  proceed  to  London. 

Having  arrived  in  London  on  the  80(li  of  December^  and 
receiving  directions,    he  visited  the  ships,  and  chose  ths 
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Isabellti  as  being  the  most  proper  ship  for  (he  senior  ot&^ 
cer ;  he  was  afierwardls  employed  in  planning  the  accom* 
modationsy  and  directing  the  yarious  alterations  which  wero 
necessary  for  the  safety  of  the  ships  and  comfort  of  the 
crews,  as  well  as  in  obtaining  information  from  the  different 
masters  of  the  Greenland  ships,  and  other  persons  who  had 
been  accustomed  to  navigate  the  icy  seas.  He  was  furnished 
with  the  following  official  instructions. 

By  th^  Commiasioners  for  executing  the  ofice  of  Lard 
High  Admiral  of  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Brttatn 
and  Irelandy  ^c.  8fc» 

HIS  Royal  Highness  the  Prince  Regent  hsTing  signi-» 
fied  his  pleasure  to  Viscount  MeWille,  that  an  attemjii 
should  l>e  made  to  discover  a  Northern  passage,  by  sea, 
from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  We  have,  in  conse- 
quence thereof,  caused  four  ships  or  vessels  to  be  fitted  out 
and  appropriated  for  that  purpose,  two  of  which,  the  Isa- 
bella and  the  Alexander,  are  intended  to  proceed  together 
by  the  north-westward  through  Davis*  Strait ;  and  two, 
the  Dorothea  and  Trent,  in  a  direction  as  due  north  as  may 
be  found  practicable  through  the  Spittbergen  seas. 

And  whereas  we  have  thought  fit  to  intruB*t  you  with  the 
command  and  direction  of  the  former  expedition,  and  have 
directed  Lieutenant  Parry,  who  has  been  appointed  to  com* 
mand  the  Alexander,  to  follow  your  orders  for  his  further 
proceedings ;  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  pro- 
ceed to  sea,  with  all  convenient  despatch,  in  the  Isabella, 
and,  taking  under  your  orders  the  Alexander  above  men- 
tioned, make  the  best  of  your  way  into  Davis*  Strait,  through 
which  you  will  endeavour  to  pass  to  the* northward,  without 
stopping  on  either  of  its  coasts,  unless  you  shall  find  it  ab* 
solutely  necessary.  In  this  passage  you  may  expect  to  meet 
with  frequent  obstructions  from  fields  and  islands  of  ice ;  to 
get  clear  of  which,  and  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  ships  and 
people  committed  to  your  charge,  will  require  from  jfou, 
and  all  who  are  under  your  orders,  the  g'TMtest  precaution 
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msd  TJgiUace.  And,  u  the  oaTig^atioo  aniosg  iee  nsjr  W 
consitlered  as  ao  art  to  be  acquired  only  by  practioe,  we 
have  directed  tbat  tbere  be  appointed  to  eaoh  of  the  aUpa  «■- 
der  your  orders,  a  master  and  a  mate  of  whale^fshaig  Ties- 
sels,  well  experienced  in  those  seas,  from  whose  knowledge 
and  skill  you  may  derive  material  asaistanoe 

It  ia  not  improbable  that  in  the  early  part  of  the  aeasoD, 
when  you  may  be  expected  (o  arrive  in  Davis*  Strdl,  the 
ioe  may  be  found  to  atretch  across  from  land  to  land  ^  but  aa 
ioe  is  known  to  vary  in  its  position  from,  year  to  year,  and, 
several  times  in  tbe  course  of  the  year,  and  In  those  places 
where  not  fast  by  the  ground,  is  almost  constantly  in  no- 
tion by  windsi  tides,  and  currents ;  if,  on  your  arrival^ 
it  should  appear  to  present  a  compact  barrier,  you  will, 
of  oourae,  be  prepared  to  svail  yourself  of  the  first  open- 
ing which  may  be  discoveredi  to  pass  to  the  noKbward. 
As,  howev^,  in  tbe  present  state  of  uncertainty  with  regard 
to  the  motementa  of  tlie  ice,  and  with  the  very  imperfect 
knowledge  we  have  of  this  strait,  and  still  more  so  of  the 
sea  beyond  it,  no  siieciiic  instructions  can  be  given  for  yoar 
guidance,  the  time  and  manner  of  proceeding  to  folftl  the 
ulterior  object  of  your  destination,  in  places  where  impedi- 
ments may  occur,  must  be  left  entirely  to  your  discretion  ; 
in  the  exercise  of  which  we  rely  on  your  seal  and  skill  in 
your  profession  for  tbe  accomplishment,  as  far  as  it  can 
be  accomplished,  of  the  service'on  which  you  are  employed  ; 
not  doubting  that  every  exertion  will  be  made  on  your  part, 
and  on  that  of  your  officers,  while,  at  the  same  time,  no  pre- 
caution will  be  omitted,  that  prudence  may  dictate,  to  avoid 
accidents  on  an  enterprise  of  so  arduous  a  nature  as  that  of 
conducting  ships  in  safety  through  fields  of  ice  in  unknown 
seas.  It  may  not,  however,  be  amiss  to  suggest,  as  a  ge- 
neral observation,  that  a  passage  through  fields  of  ioe  is 
most  likely  to  be  found  where  the  sea  is  deepest  and  least 
connected  with  land ;  as  there  is  reason  to  suppose  that 
ice  Is  found  to  be  more  abundant  near  the  shores  of  the  con- 
rinent  and  islands,  In  naxiow  ^Vt^\V»)  %tk&  ^t«^\i«^v    ^wx^4 
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It  may  also  be  expected^  that  the  s«a  will  be  inoiki^Hliiaitf  V 
iee  where  tt|e  ourrenta  are  sirongeat,  aa  th'e'^atraiUn^ofhlri* 
ver  will  cQDtinue  open  long  after  the  aidea  are  Troaeft  tip. 

From  the  beat  information  we  haye  l>e«fn  able  .to  0biaio» 
it  would  appear  that  a  current  of  aome  force  run^jroln"  the 
northward  towarda  the  upper  pfirt  of  D^iTia*  StfaiC  dicing 
the  auiumer  aea^n,  and^  perbapp,  for  aou^e  part  of  the  win* 
ter  alao,  bringing  with  it  fielda  o^  ice  in  tbiB  springs  and  ice* 
bergs  in  the  ^uinmer,  ^    ■    . 

TMa  ciiirrenty  if  it  be  con^iden^ble,  can  aparcelj  be  aIto« 
gether  auppli,ed  by  atrearua  from  the  Und,«  Qr  ib^.iQettiiig  of 
ice^  there  would,  ther/^fpre,  aeem  reaaoo  to^auppo^^i  that 
it.  may  be  derived  from  an  open  aea;  in  ,whieh  oaae,  Ba|li|i*8 
Bay  oannot  be  bounded  by  land,  aa  our,  charts,  genf rally^^re- 
preaent  it,  but  must  cuminunicate  with  the  Arciio  Ocean. 

In  paaaiog  up  the  Siraiti  if  (uch  a  current  should  be  t^ia* 
covered,  it  will  be.pf  the.  greatest  importance  to  y^Ot  in 
pointing  out  that  part  of  the  Strait  which  Jia  liMly  to  .be^t)ie 
least  incumbered  with,  icei  ap  well  aji  leading  yon  dicect  to 
the  opening  by  which  it  inaj.bc  auppo^ed,  to  paa^  fropn  the 
Arctic  Sea  into,  pjavia*  ^tr^jit.       ,        .    ,    . 

In  tracing  this  cunoent,  ypu  will  soon  dipcofer  whether 
it  takea  its  origin  in  the  northrcaat  or  iM>rt}i«weat  qmrter: 
if  in  the  former^  you  willt  of  coiira^  ahlOidon  all  piirfuit  of 
it  further  \  but  if  it  should  come  from  t|io  norlh^weat  or 
west,  it  will  prove  the  best  guide  you  can  fblloir»  to  lead 
you  to  the  diacovery  of  which  you  are  in  aearob*    . 

The  strength  and  direction  of  the  current  ahould  be  tried 
once  in  twenty-four  hours;  or  ofloner,  if  any  material 
change  ia  obserTed  to  take  place.;  and  it.  wHl  be  moat  ad- 
viaeable  to  take  its  temperature  at  the  surface  jrequently»  M 
you  proceed,  to  compare  it  with  the  temperature  of  thaauN 
face,  where  there  la  no  current. 

1  f  the  lepocta  of  aeTcral  intelligent  maatera  of  whaling.Yes- 
•ela  may  baffelia4.«n,  that  pfLr^qf.th#aea.to  th^Mrthnard 

u(  Da>ia^-St«a^»  wdich  ia  maj^v^^iiiVxVKi^iidjwMN^^ 
F.  r  28.  4  P 
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Bt]r»  (thmt  b  to  My,  fffonn  the  73d  degree  of  Bortherii  imk^ 
tilde,  to  tbe  TTlb,  where  Baffin  \%  suppoffed  tohaireseen  fho 
Jandy)  is  genenlly  free  from  field  •ice,  wbioh,  from  its  ex* 
tent  of  surface,  offers  tbe  greatest  impediment  to  natiga- 
tion.  Should  you  find  this  actually  to  be  tbe  case,  it  tnay 
be  adviseable  to  stand  well  to  tbe  horthward,  before  you 
edge  away  to  tbe  westward,  in  order  to  get  a  good  offing, 
in  rounding  the  north-east  point  of  the  continent  of  Aroe* 
rica ;  whose  latitude  has  not  been  ascertained,  but  which, 
if  a  conjecture  may  be  batarded,  from  what  is  known  from 
the  northern  coast  of  that  continent,  may  perhaps  be  found 
in  or  about  the  73d  degree  of  latitude. 

In  the  event  of  your  being  able  to  succeed  in  rounding^ 
this  point,  and  finding  the  sea  open,  you  are  carefully  to 
a?oid  coming  near  tbe  coast,  where  you  would  be  most 
likely  to  be  impeded  by  fixed  or  floating  ice  $  but  keeping 
well  to  the  northward,  and  in  deep  water,  make  the  best  of 
your  way  to  Behriug*s  Strait,  through  which  you  are  to  en- 
deaTour  to  pass  into  the  Pacific  Ocean ;  and  in  the  event 
of  your  succeeding  to  pass  this  Strait,  you  are  then  to  make 
the  best  of  your  way  to  Kamtschatka,  if  you  think  you  can 
do  so  without  risk  of  being  shut  up  by  the  ice  on  that  coast, 
for  the  purpose  of  deliyering  to  the  Russian  Governor, 
duplicates  of  all  tbe  journals  and  other  documents  which 
the  passage  may  have  supplied,  with  a  request,  that  they 
may  be  forwarded  overland  to  St.  Petersburgh,  to  be  con- 
veyed from  thence  to  London  ;  and  from  this,  you  will  pro- 
ceed to  tbe  Sandwich  Islands,  or  New  Albion,  or  such 
other  place  in  the  Pacific  Ocean  as  you  may  think  proper, 
to  refit  and  refresh  your  crevrs ;  and  if,  during  your  stay 
at  such  place,  a  safe  opportunity  should  occur  of  sending 
these  papers  to  England,  you  should  send  dnplieates  by 
that  conveyance. 

If  the  eircumstances  of  your  passage  should  be  such  as 
to  encourage  your  attempting  to  return  by  the  same  eouraoy 
yeu  may  winter  at  the  Sandwich  Inlands,  New  Albion,  or 
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aiy  othsr  proper  plaee;  and  early  in  next  spring,  may  pro*, 
eeed  direct  for  Behring*s  Strait,  and  use  your  eodeafoura 
to  repass  the  same ;  and  should  you  succeed  in  this  attempt, 
you  are  to  proceed,  if  possible,  to  the  eastward*  keeping,  in 
sight  and  approaching  the  coast  of  America,  whenever  the 
position  of  the  ice  will  iiennit  you  so  to  do,  in  order  that 
y«)u  msy  be  enabled  to  ascertain  the  latitudes  and  longitudes 
of  some  of  the  roost  remarkable  headlands  or  inlets  that  may 
occur;  taking  every  possible  precaution,  however^  against 
being  beset  by  the  ice,  and  thus  compelled  to  winter  on  that 
coast. 

Before,  howcTer,  you  determine  oo  returning  by  the  same 
way,  you  will  maturely  consider  and  weigh  the  prudence  of 
making  sudi  aa  attempt.  If  your  original  passage  should 
be  matie  with  facility,  and  you  see  reason  to  belicTe  that 
your  success  was  not  owing  to  circumstances  merely  acoi* 
dental,  or  temporary,  and  that  there  is  a  probability  thai 
you  may  be  able  also  to  accomplish  the  passage  back,  it 
would  be  undoubtedly  of  great  importance  that  you  should 
endeaf  our  to  make  Lt :  but  if,  on  the  other  hand,  it  shall 
have  been  attended  with  circumstances  of  danger  or  diffi* 
culty,  so  great  as  to  persuade  you  that  the  attempt  to  re^ 
turn  would  risk  the  safety  of  the  ships,  and  the  Utcs  of  the 
orews,  you,  in  this  case,  are  to  abandon  all  thoughts  of  re- 
turning by  the  northern  passage,  and  are  to  make  the  best  of 
your  way  home-ward,  by  Cape  Horn. 

Previous  to  your  leaving  England,  or  at  any  rate  before 

your  departure  from  Shetland,  you  are  to  fix  with  Captain 

Uuchan,  to  whom  tlie  other  expedition  is  intrusted,  upon  a 

rendezvous  in  the  Pacific ;  and  if  you  should  be  joined  by 

the  Dorothea  and  Trent,  or  either  of  them,  you  are  to  take 

them  under  your  command  ;    and,  having  detached   one 

ship,  with  a  copy  of  all  your  papers,  and  a  complete  set  of 

despatches  reporting  your  proceedings,  to  England,  by  the 

route  of  Cape  Horn,  you  are  to  proceed  with  the  other  ships 

to  repass  Bcbring*s  Strait,  as  abfive  directed,  if  you  should 

4  P  2 
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Vi^f^  >Mttim\n^'on  that  course  ;  but  if  you  tfaloiM  M^t^ 
sotted  tb  return  by  the  South,  you  are  to  take  care  to  in- 
terchange with  Captain  Buchan  copies  of  your  fespeetlT^ 
jbhrnah  and  despatches ;  or,  if  you  do  not  meet  Captain 
Bachan,  or  his  ships,  you  are  to  deposit  copies  of  your  oUra 
papers  on  board  the  Alexander,  in  order  to  ensure,  as  far  as 
possible,  the  arriTal  of  these  important  documents  bi  Eng- 
land, by  thus  multiplying  the  modes  of  conTeyance. 

If,  howerer,  it  should  so  happen,  that  from  obstruodoa 
of  ice,  or  any  other  cireumstance,  your  progress  to  the 
westvrard  should  prove  too  slow  to  admit  of  your  approach 
to  Behring's  Strait,  before  the  present  season  shall  be  too 
far  ad? anced,  to  make  it  safe  to  attempt  that  passage ;  madf 
tit  th^  same  time,  your  prog^ress  should  be  too  oonsiderabln 
to  the  westward,  to  ensure  your  return  the  same  season  by 
(he  way  of  Davis*  Strait ;  you  are,  ia  that  case,  to-  edg^ 
down  to  the  northern  coast  of  America,  and  endeavour  to 
find  out  some  secure  bay,  in  which  the  ships  may  be  laid 
up  fur  the  winter;  taking  such  measures  for  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  people  committed  to  your  charge,  as  the  ma- 
terials vn'Mh  which  you  are  supplied  for  housing-in  the  shipa^ 
or  hutting  the  men  on  shore,  may  enable  you  to  do:  and,  if 
you  shall  find  it  expedient  to  re^jort  to  this  measure,  and 
you  should  meet  with  any  inhabitants,  either  Esquimaux 
f>r  Indians,  near  the  place  where  you  winter,  you  are  to  en- 
deavour by  every  means  in  your  power  to  cultivate  a  friend- 
ship with  them,  by  making  them  presents  of  such  articles 
as  you  may  be  supplied  with,  and  which  may  be  useful  or 
agreeable  to  them  :  you  will,  however,  take  care  not  to  suf- 
fer yourself  to  be  surprised  by  them,  but  use  every  pre- 
caution, and  be  constantly  on  your  guard  against  any  hos- 
tility. 

You  will  endeavour  to  prevail  on  them,  by  such  reward^ 
and  to  be  paid  in  such  manner,  as  you  may  think  best  to  an- 
swer the  purpose,  to  carry  to  any  of  the  settlements  of  tbo 
Hudson's  Boy  Company,  or  of  the  North  vest  Company, 
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mo  acooiuit  of  your  situation  and  proceedings^  with,  an  ur^« 
great  request  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to  England  wiUi.|M% 
utmost  possible  despatcli.  .  .,..,^,. 

Ify  however,  all  your  endeavours  sbouUl  fiiil  in  getuiig^ 
so  &r  to  the  westward  as  to  enable  you  to  double  the  norlhrr 
eastern  extremity  of  America,  (round  which  these  Instrup^. 
tions  have  hitherto  supposed  a  passage  to  exists)  you  arCf. 
in  that  case,  to  use  all  the  means  in  your  power,  by  keep*^ 
ing  to  the  northward  and  eastward,  to  ascertain  to  whatfx* 
tent  you  can  proceed  along  the  western  coast  of  Old  Greenr 
land ;  and  whether  there  is  any  reason  to  suppose  thai  it 
forms  a  part  of  the  continent  of  America ;  and  you  are  also 
to  endeavour  to  improve  the  very  imperfect  geography  of  tha 
eastern  coast  of  America,  and  of  the  island  or  islands  which 
are  supposed  to  intervene  between  it  and  Disko  Island 
in  Davis*  Strait ;  but  you  are,  on  no  account,*  in  this  latter 
case,  to  remain  on  this  service  so  long,  unless  accidentally 
caught  in  the  ice,  as  to  be  obliged  to  winter  on  any  part  of 
the  eastern  cosst  of  America,  or  the  western  coast  of  Old 
Greenland,  or  the  intermediate  islands ;  but  to  leave  the 
ice  about  the  miildle  or  the  20th  of  September,  or  the  1st  of 
October  at  the  latest,  and  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the 
River  Thames. 

Although  the  first,  and  most  important,  object  of  this  voy- 
age, is  the  discovery  of  a  passage  from  Davis'  Strait,  along 
the  northern  coast  of  America,  and  through  Behring^s 
Strait,  into  the  Pacific ;  it  is  hoped,  at  the  same  time,  that 
it  may  likewise  be  the  means  of  improving  the  geography 
and  hydrography  of  the  Arctic  Regions,  of  which  so  little 
is  hitherto  known,  and  contribute  to  the  advancement  of 
science  and  natural  knowledge. 

With  this  view,  we  have  caused  a  great  variety  of  vala- 
able  instruments  to  be  put  on  board  the  ships  under  your 
orders,  of  which  you  will  be  furnished  with  a  list,  and  for 
the  return  of  which  you  will  be  held  responsible ;  and  bawe 
also,  at  the  recommendation  of  the  President  end  Council  4^ 
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th^  Hdyal'  Socieiyy  ordarad  to  lie  rcc«if«d  olr  bo«i  4Ut 
iMbdla,  Captain  SmUne,  of  tbe  Royal  AjrHHory^  wli«;  4s 
repreaenteci  to  in  as  a  g^tlemaa  wall  skilled  io  aottoaoary 
natural  iibtory,  and  Tarious  braaolMa  of  knowledgte^  to  as- 
sist you  in  making  such  obsenrationa  as  OMiy  tend  So  the  ini« 
proveoaeat  of  § eograjAy  and  naTigatfam,  and  the  ndTanoe- 
meat  of  soienee  io  general.  Amongst  other  snigeeta  of 
sdenlifio  enquiry,  you  will  partieularly  direet  your  atten- 
tlou  to  the  Tariatioa  and  inoliaation  of  the  magaetle  needle^ 
and  the  intenaity  of  the  magnetie  force ;  yon  will  endeaTour 
to  ascertain  bow  far  the  needle  may  be  affected  by  the  at- 
mosphrrioal  electricity,  and  what  effect  may  be  prodveed 
on  tbe  electrometer  and  magnetic  needle  on  the  a|i|iearitfice 
of  tbe  Aurora  Borealw.  You  will  keep  a  correct  regiater 
of  tbe  temperature  of  tbe  air  and  of  the  aurfaoe  of  tbe  sen  ; 
and  you  will  fireqoently  try  tbe  temperature  of  tbe  sea,  iw 
▼arions  situationa  and  at  dtSereat  deptba.  You  will  eauao 
tlie  dip  of  tbe  borixon  to  be  frequently  obsenred  by  the  dip« 
sector  invented  by  Doctor  Wollaaton  ;  and  ascertain  wbnl 
effect  may  be  produced  by  measuring  that  dip  across  ftelda  of 
iee,  as  compared  with  its  measurement  across  the  sarface  of 
tbe  open  sea.  Yon  will  also  cause  frequent  obserTatioaa 
to  be  made  for  ascertaining  the  refraction,  and  what  eflbot 
may  be  produced  by  obserring  an  object^  either  celestial  or 
terrestrial,  over  a  field  of  ice,  as  compared  with  objects  ob« 
served  over  a  aorfiice  of  water ;  together  with  such  other 
oMleorological  remarks  as  you  may  have  opportunities  of 
making.  You  are  to  attend  particularly  to  tbe  height,  di- 
rection, and  strength  of  the  tides,  and  to  the  set  sad  ire« 
locity  of  tbe  currents  ;  the  depth  and  soundings  of  tbe  sea^ 
and  the  nature  of  tlie  bottom ;  for  which  purpose  you  aro 
supplied  with  pn  instrument  better  calculated  to  bring  up 
substances  than  the  lead  usually  employed  for  this  purpoela. 
For  the  purpose,  not  only  of  ascertaining  the  act  of  tho 
currents  in  the  Arctic  Seas,  but  also  of  aflbrding  moni 
frequent  cbafoces  of  bearing  of  your  progrcnSf  We  deaiifia 
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that  yott  do  frequentlyi  after  you  aball  have  passed  ilia  lain 
Ude  of  GS^  North,  and  once  every  day  wheo  yoy  shall  be  ia 
an  ascertained  current,  throw  OTerboard  a  bottle,  closely 
sealed,  and  containing  a  paper  slating  the  date  uad  post-* 
tion  at  which  it  is  launched ;  and  you  will  give  similar  or* 
ders  to  the  Commander  of  the  Alexander,  (o  be  eaeouted 
in  case  of  separation.  And  fur  this  purpose,  we  have  caused 
each  ship  to  be  sujiplied  with  papers,  on  which  is  priotedy 
in  several  languages,  a  request  that  whoever  may  find  it 
should  take  measures  for  traasmitting  it  to  this  office. 

And,  although  you  are  iiot  to  be  drawn  aside  from  the 
main  object  of  the  service  on  which  you  are  employed,  as 
long  as  you  may  be  enabled  to  make  any  progress,  yel 
whenever  you  may  be  impeded  by  ice,  or  find  it  necessary 
to  approach  the  coasts  of  the  continent  or  islands,  you  are 
to  cause  views  of  bays,  harbours,  headlands,  &c.  to  bo 
carefully  t«ken,  to  illustrate  and  explain  the  track  of  the 
vessels,  or  such  charts  as  you  may  be  able  to  make ;  in 
which  duty,  you  will  be  assisted  by  Lieutenant  Hoppaeft 
whose  skill  in  drawing  is  represented  to  be  so  considerable^ 
as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  appointing  a  professional 
draughtsman. 

You  are  to  maKe  use  of  every  means  in  your  power,  to 
collect  and  preserve  such  specimens  of  the  aaimal,  mineral, 
and  vegetable  kingdoms,  as  you  can  conveniently  stow  on 
board  the  ships :  and,  of  the  larger  animals,  you  are  to 
cause  accurate  drawings  to  be  made,  to  accompany  and 
elucidate  the  descriptions  of  them.  In  this,  as  well  as  iu 
every  other  part  of  your  scientific  duty,  we  trust  that  you 
will  receive  material  assistance  from  Captain  8abiae. 

Your  are  to  use  your  best  endeavours,  to  give  instrue* 
lions  to  the  same  effect  to  Lieutenant  Parry,  to  keep  tba 
two  vessels  constantly  together,  and  prevent  their  separa- 
tion ;  if,  however,  they  should  separate,  you  are  to  appoint 
Lerwick,  in  the  Shetland  Islands,  as  the  first  rendeavouSf 
and,  after  that,  Love  Bay,  Disco  Island,  in  Davis'  Strait 
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tojoad  wbicb»  at  nothing  is  known,  no  other  rendctfi 
MO  be  eppointed. ,  And  in  the  eTent  of  Hjr  irrqiernlilo 
acddent  happening  to  either  of  the  shipst  you  are  to  eauae 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  disabled  ship  to  be  reipoved  into 
the  other,  and  with  her  singly,  to  proeeed  in  prosecution  oT 
the  voyage,  or  return  to  England,  aecording  as  drcuir* 
atancea  shall  appear  to  require :  ahould,  unfortunately,  your 
own  ahip  be  the  one  disabled,  you  are,  in  that  ease,  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Alexander :  and,  in  the  event  of  your 
own  inability,  by  sickness  or  otherwiae,  to  oarry  theao  in* 
atroctions  into  execution,  you  are  to  transfer  them  to  the 
Lieutenant  next  in  command,  who  ia  hereby  required  to  ex- 
ecute them  in  the  best  manner  he  can,  for  the  attainment  of 
the  several  objects  in  view. 

As,  in  all  undertakings  of  this  nature,  several  emergen* 
cies  may  arise,  against  which  no  foresight  can  provide,  and 
BO  specific  instructions  can  be  given ;  you  are,  in  all  such 
cases,  to  proceed  in  such  a  manner  as  you  may  judge  to  be 
moat  advantageous  to  the  service  on  which  you  are  em- 
ployed ;  most  likely  to  advance  the  accomplishment  of  the 
various  objects  of  the  expedition ;  and  most  conducive  to  the 
security  of  the  ships,  and  the  health,  comfort,  and  safety, 
of  your  officers  and  men. 

On  your  arrival  in  England,  you  are  immediately  to  re- 
pair to  this  office,  in  order  to  lay  before  Us  a  full  acM^ount 
of  your  proceedings  in  the  whole  course  of  your  voyage : 
taking  care,  before  you  leave  the  ship,  to  demand  from  the 
officers  and  petty  officers  the  logs  and  journals  they  may  have 
kept ;  and  also  from  Captain  Sabine  such  journals  or  me- 
moranda as  he  may  have  kept;  which  are  all  to  be  sealed 
lip:  and  you  will  issue  similar  directions  to  Lieutenant 
Parry  and  his  officers ;  the  said  logs,  journals,  or  other 
documents,  to  be  hereafter  disposed  of  as  We  may  think 
proper  to  determine. 

His  Majesty's  Principal  Secretary  of  State  for  Foreign 
AOUin  has  been  requeiied  io  ^V^\l  ^o  vVa  etMxV%  ^{  Russia 
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Denmark,  and  Sweden,  to  issue  orders  to  their  respective 
QuiQects,  to  afford  any  hospitality  or  assistance  vhicb  these 
expeditions  may  be  in  a  situation  to  require  and  receive  r  the 
Court  of  Russia  has  been  particularly  requested  to  give  di- 
rections to  the  authorities  at  Kamtsohatka,  for  the  safe 
conveyance  of  any  despatches  you  may  intrust  to  them ; 
and  the  Courts  of  Denmark  and  Sweden  have  been  re- 
quested to  order  any  of  their  ships,  whether  national  or  pri 
vate,  which  you  may  fall  in  with,  to  treat  you  with  amity^ 
and  to  note  carefully  in  their  logs  the  situations  in  which 
they  may  see  any  of  His  Majesty*s  ships.  You  will*  on 
3;  our  part,  behave  with  cordiality  and  friendship  to  any 
foreign  vesseb  you  may  fall  in  with,  or  the  authorities ;  of 
any  port  or  place  at  which  you  may  touch :  and  on  all  such 
occasions,  you  will  not  fail  to  address  to  Our  Secretary,  for 
Our  information,  a  general  account  of  your  proceedings  up 
to  the  date  at  which  the  opportunity  of  conveying  your  de- 
spatch may  occur. 

Given  under  Our  hands  the  31st  of  March,  1818. 

(Signed)  Mklvillb, 

j.  s.  yorilb, 
Geo.  Hope, 
G.  Moore. 
JBy  Command  of  thiir  Lordships, 

(Signed)  J.W.  Croker. 

To  John  Ross,  Esq.,  Commander 
of  His  Majestjfs  Sloop  Isabella. 

Names  of  the  officers,    &c.    who  sailed  on  board  the  two 

ships. 

Q»  Board  ih»  Isabella. 

John  Ross, Commander. 

William  Robertson,    .... .......  lieutenant. 

William  Thorn, Purser. 

John  Rdwards,    ...........  .....m..  Surgeon 

C.  J.  Beverley,  ....................  Assistant  Surgeon. 

Messrs.  Skene  and  Ross, ....  Admuralty  Midshipmen. 

P.  V.  28.  4  Q 
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Jdoi  Boshnan,  •.-....•^••..•«..  If fdsbipinAR  ftnd  GMfe 
BenjAmin  Lewis,  ......^..•.....  Master  and  GrceolattdFUolU 

Thomas  Wtloox»   ^....  JHate,  diifo,  dHlow 

Oii  Board  the  Alexander. 
William  Edward  Parry,  ....  Citmmander. 
H*  H.  Hoppoeri  ....•..•..^«.   Lieutenant 
Messrs.  Bisson  and  Nius,  ..^  Admiralty  Midshipmew. 

Alexander  Fisher,    Assistant  Surgeon. 

■  ^9f»  H*  Hooper,  ••••••••••••••••  Pnrser. 

John  Allison,   *...• ..«•...  Msster  and  Greenland  Pilot- 
Joseph  Philips,    ••....—.. Mate,  ditto,  ditto. 

James  Ualse, Clerk. 

During  their  stay  at  Deptford,  they  w«re  jmned  by  John 
Sacheuse,  an  Esquimaux,  native  of  Sontb*east  Bay, 
Greenland,  in  latitude  fflP  N.,  and  longitude  CMf  W.  It 
appears  tliat  he  had  ooncealed  himself  on  board  the  Thoomn 
and  Ann,  of  Leith,  in  the  month  of  May,  1816:  on  brin|; 
disooTeredi  Csptain  Newton,  who  commanded  that  Tesselt 
wished  to  land  him  sgain,  but  he  earnestly  entreated  to  be 
permitted  to  remain,  and  was  accordingly  brought  to  Leith, 
He  returned  to  Greenland  with  the  same  ship  in  1817,  and, 
on  bis  srriTsI  at  home,  found  that  his  only  near  relation 
had  died  in  bis  absence.  It  was  not  ascertained,  at  his 
first  outset,  what  were  his  motiTcs  for  quitting  his  na- 
tive country  ;  but  it  seemed  now,  that  the  death  of  this  rela- 
tion was  his  reason  for  continuing  in  the  ship,  which  he 
did,  returning  to  Leith  with  her  the  same  season.  Captaia 
Ross  had  several  conTcrsations  with  him  on  the  subject ;  be 
related  many  adventures  and  narrow  escapes  be  had  expe- 
rienced in  bis  canoe,  in  one  of  which  he  stated  himself  to 
have  been  carried  t»  sea  in  a  storm  with  five  others,  all  of 
whom  perished,  and  that  he  was  miraculously  saved  by  an 
English  ship.  He  also  said  that  he  had,  through  the  mia- 
sionaries,  been  converted  to  Christianity,  and  the  strong; 
desire  he  had  to  see  the  country  these  good  men  came  from, 
had  induced  him  to  desert  his  own  ;  but  that  it  was  always 
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his  intentioii  to  retuni^  when  he  bed  learnt  tfie  Seriptnres 
«nd  the  art  of  drawing. 

Daring  his  residence  at  Leith,  in  the  winter  6(  1817,  he 
bad  been  taken  notiee  of  by  Mr.  Naanyihy  the  artist,  wlio 
introduced  him  to  Sir  James  Hall.  His  wtsliee  to  aeearo- 
pany  Captain  Ross  were  made  known  ta  the  Admiralty 
through  Captain  Basil  Hall,  and  he  was  eoase^uentiy  en- 
gaged as  interpreter. 

On  the  16th  of  April  I8I89  the  ships  dropped  down  to 
Galleons.  From  the  prevalence,  however,  of  coMtrary 
winds  while  in  the  river^  and  their  subseipient  deteiHlon 
at  SheernesSy  for  the  purpose  of  psying  the  erews  an  ad* 
Tance  of  three  months*  wages,  it  was  not  until  the  9Stb  that 
they  took  their  ftnal  departure. 

On  the  30th  they  reached  Lerwick  in  Shetland.  An  ex- 
cellent seaman,  who  was  discharged  at  his  own  request,  by 
Captain  Oliter,  from  the  Prinee  of  Wales  revenne  crtiisH*, 
joined  the  expedition.  He  was  accompanied  by  another 
▼ohmteer,  who  did  the  duty  of  cook  on  board,  and  who 
was  also  a  performer  on  the  Tiolin.  Tbp  latter  talent  they 
often  found  of  use  in  their  operations  of  tracking  the  ship 
through  the  ice ;  the  severity  of  this  labour  being  lightened 
by  the  character  of  amusement  which  was  given  to  it.  In 
consequence  of  the  tracking  party  being  always  led  by  the 
musician.  He  also  served  to  divert  the  people  in  those  un* 
occupied  hours  when  the  spirits  of  seamen  are  apt  to  flag  for 
want  of  objects,  or  to  be  employed  in  mischievous  practices 
subversive  of  discipline. 

On  the  9th  of  June,  they  arrived  in  latitude  68  deg. 
and  ran  by  the  edge  df  the  fixed  ice,  sailing  along  it  till 
they  approached  the  land,  when  they  found  it  closely  joined, 
and  no  water  to  be  seen  over  it  from  the  mast*head ;  they 
made  fast  to  an  iceberg  of  convenient  height,  which  was 
aground  near  two  smsll  islands,  that  they  aupposed  to  lie 
off  North  Bay. 

Some  native  Esquimaux  came  off,  from  whom  thpy  lenmt 
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ihat.lW»  kiy  bad  remaioed  agtmindfai  tha  auM  plaai 
ainoa  tba  kat  yaar.  Thay  also  aaid,  that  tba  iea  waa-  ciaaa 
M  tks  way  froni  tbaooe  to  Diaooi  and  tlwt  Aoahip  had^jrat 
.got  up  tUthar. 

At  moft  of  ttia  I9th  tbay  fall  ia  with  aevaral  Aipa  aaa- 
ployad  ia  tha  whala  iahar j ;  oaaof  thaoi  halongiag  lo  Dun* 
dae»  tba  raat  to  Hall.  Thay  had  all  baaa  anaaaatfiiU 
From  the  niaater  of  one  of  the  ahipa,  tba  Bnioawiakf  of 
Hull,  they  gaiaad  intdligeaca  that  ha  had  beaa  ia  tha  bay 
to  tha  weatward  of  Diseo ;  whara,  acoardiof^  to  tha  obart, 
there  ia  good  anchorage.  Ha  bad  also  aaea  Hare  laland, 
and  coiueetured  there  waa  a  good  deal  of  dear  ioa  about  iL 
lie  bad  got  into  and  out  of  South-Eaat  Bay,  batwaea  two 
floes  of  ice.  The  whole  bay  betweea  Dog  and  Whale  la* 
lands  was  oovered  with  ioe.  The  goveraor  of  tha  Whale 
lalaads  had  informed  him,  thai  the  ioe  waa  broken  up,  and 
froae  again,  no  lesa  than  three  timea  this  ieaaoo*  Theahip 
bad  only  that  morning  got  elaar  of  the  ioe,  in  wbieb  she  and 
aeveral  others  bad  been  pent  up  for  fourteen  days,  and  they 
left  four  slill  beset. 

On  the  14lh  of  June  they  ran  close  to  the  largest  of  seweral 
islands  placed  in  the  entrance  of  Disoo  Bay,  which  is  called 
Wbale  bland.  This  is  appareatly  ais  aulas  in  lengUi, 
formed  of  a  black  rugged  aterile  rook,  of  conaideraUe  ale* 
▼alien,  but  low  wbaa  compared  with  the  huge  mountaina 
of  Disco,  which  ware  aaen  over  it.  It  has  a  good  harbour, 
which  has  three  entrancea,  bat  the  best  is  pointed  out  by  a 
flagstaflT,  and  is  on  the  S.W.  quarter. 

This  island  ia  called  by  the  Danes,  Kron  Prina  Island,  and 
is  in  lai.  6QP  &lf  N.  and  long.  68?  aO"  VV.  Its  inhabitanta 
conaist  of  the  governor  of  the  factory,  his  wife  sad  chiU 
drea,  together  with  six  Danes,  and  an  hundred  fisquimanit, 
who  are  employed  during  the  seaaon  in  oatohing  aeals  and 
whales.  Tbechief  object  in  communicating  with  this  fac- 
tory, since  it  could  be  done  without  loss  of  time,  was  to 
gain  information  respecting  the  state  of  the  ice  from  the  Da- 
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nisb  resideDl ;  guns  were  therefore  fired,  and  a  kejak  waa 
despaiobed  with  a  ineaaage  ioTitinf  liim  on  board*  Thia 
had  the  daaired  ^Eecl,  and  inapector  Fiuahe,  a  reapectaUe 
looking  joung  man,  who  had  been  an  officer  in  the  Daniah 
Navy,  came  on  board  In  a  boat  aoanned  with  JBuropeans. 
Uia  information  waa  much  calculated  to  damp  their  faopea 
of  getting  to  the  northward  thia  aeaaoa.  During  the  eleven 
wintera  he  had  paaaed,  not  one  he  aaid  had  been  ao  acTere 
or  protracted  as  the  laat :  the  aea  had  fruiea  up  in  the  be- 
ginning of  December,  where  it  waa  usually  open  until  Fe« 
bruary,  and  Diaco  Bay  and  harbour,  which  were  ge- 
nerally navigable  towarda  the  end  of  March,  atill  continued 
abut  During  the  apring  the  ice  bad  twice  partly  broken 
up,  but  had  l»een  reunited  by  a  freah  formation  of  hard  froat, 
before  it  could  drift  sway.  He  conaidered  the  attempt  to 
get  much  farllier  to  the  North  as  hopeleaa,  the  Danea  not 
baTing  been  able  to  communicate  by  aea  for  two  aeaaona 
past  with  their  Northern  settlements.  As  an  additional 
proof  of  the  severity  of  the  preceding  winter,  he  aaid,  chat 
they  had  this  year  been  reduced  to  great  diatreaa  for  provi* 
simis,  and  had  been  obliged  to  kill  their  doga  for  food^  ow- 
ing to  the  impossibility  of  procuring  aeala  during  the  winter. 

Captain  Rosa  waa  not  a  little  aurpriaed  at  thia  inforoMi- 
tion,  after  tlie  confidence  with  which  the  diminiahed  rigour 
of  the  climattf  had  been  deacribed  at  home  before  they  began 
their  voyage,  and  after  the  anticipatiooa  of  succeaa  which 
had  been  ao  warmly  entertained  by  thoae  who  had  ao  ea- 
gerly entered  into  the  plan  for  promoting  it*  The  report 
of  the  Daniah  reaident  waa  certainly  in  deeided  oppoaition 
to  thoae  of  the  peraona  who  had  deacribed  the  breaking  up 
nnd  dispersion  of  tlie  polar  ice,  and  who  appear  in  thia  in- 
t(tance  to  have  been  guided  rather  by  their  imaginaciona 
than  by  a  real  knowledge  of  the  circumatancea  attending 
this  sea. 

On  the  following  day  they  worked  with  all  sail  to  the 
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Dordiward;  Disco  was  in  sight;  nnd  no  ice  eiDbefit  (he 
bergs  were  to  be  seen.  At  eight  in  (he  evening  of  the  next 
dsy  the  two  ships  were  made  fest  to  an  iceberg,  about 
one  mile  from  the  N.E.  side  of  Hare  island.  They  found 
here  forty-five  ships  employed  in  the  whale  fishery,  all  de- 
tained by  the  ice  ;  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  little  chance 
of  getting  further  for  some  days,  it  was  determined  on  mak- 
ing obserrations  on  shore ;  for  this  purpose  the  observatory 
and  instruments  were  landed,  and  tents  erected  for  the  offi- 
cers who  were  appointed  to  attend  them.  While  on  shore, 
parties  were  occupied  in  collecting  specimens  of  natural  his- 
tory. The  iceberg  to  which  the  ships  were  fastened,  sud- 
denly got  afloat ;  and  was  carried  with  great  rapidity  to- 
ward the  west ;  it  soon,  however,  gprounded  again,  and 
the  Alexander  remained  attached  to  it ;  not  having  followed 
the  example  of  the  Isabella  in  laying  hold  of  another  which 
was  more  secure,  near  to  which  they  drifted  at  the  time  the 
former  gave  way. 

They  remained  here  till  the  20th  of  June ;  when  the  ice 
having  loosened  considerably,  they  cast  ofi^  from  the  ice- 
berg and  used  every  effort  to  get  forward.  This  was  ef- 
fected by  dint  of  labour,  all  hands  with  the  boats  were  em- 
ployed in  towing  and  warping  the  ships  among  packs  of  ice, 
through  which  it  was  frequently  necessary  to  cut  a  passage. 
Many  of  the  whalers  followed  their  example. 

On  the  24th,  when  both  ships  were  in  a  very  dangerous 
passage,  a  light  wind  from  the  North-west  put  the  ice  sud- 
denly in  motion  ;  and  in  spite  of  every  exertion,  the  Isa- 
bella was  driven  into  sixteen  feet  water,  and  the  Alexander 
was,  for  a  few  minutes,  actually  aground.  The  whalers, 
which  were  astern,  sent  their  boats,  and  aided,  by  every 
means  in  their  power,  the  exertions  of  the  men  to  free  the 
ship  from  this  perilous  situation,  which  was  accomplished 
by  running  hawsers  out  to  the  nearest  berg,  and  heaving 
the  ships  through  the  ice.     The  conduct  of  the  Masters  of 
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llie  EggiDgtoD,  Brothers,  Ingria,  and  Tiiornton,  all  of 
Hull,  was  highly  meritorious,  and  they  reeeiyed  the  de- 
served acknowledgemeDts  for  their  ready  services.  The 
first- named  of  these  ships  having  headed  the  Isabella,  was 
persevering  in  her  course,  when  she  was  of  a  sudden  beset 
by  a  large  floe  of  ice,  and  carried  on  shore ;  they  had  then 
an  opportunity  of  making  a  return  for  the  kindness  expe- 
rienced, and  sssisted  in  liberating  her.  A  serious  accident 
happened  on  board  the  Ariel  whaler,  a  boat  belonging  to 
her  having  been  crushed  by  the  ice  sgainst  the  ship's  side, 
by  which  one  of  her  crew  was  killed,  and  another  much 
hurt. 

On  the  29th,  the  weather  being  moderate.  Captain  Ross 
ordered  the  Esquimaux,  John  Sacheuse,  who  had  accom- 
panied the  expedition  from  England  as  interpreter,  to  go  on 
shore  and  communicate  with  the  natives.  He  returned  with 
seven  natives  in  their  canoes,  or  kajaks,  bringing  a  small 
supply  of  birds.  Their  village,  lying  on  the  south  side  of 
the  bay,  appeared  to  consist  of  a  few  huts  made  of  seal-skins, 
sufficient  for  the  residence  of  about  fifty  persons.  Being 
desirous  of  procuring  a  sledge  and  dog9.  Captain  Ross  of- 
fered them  a  rifle  mu»ket  for  one  completely  fitted,  which 
they  promised  to  fetch ;  with  much  honesty  and  principle, 
however,  refusing  to  accept  the  rifle  till  they  had  brought 
the  sledge.  They  soon  returned,  bringing  the  sledge  and 
dogs  in  a  boat  managed  by  five  women,  dressed  in  deer- 
skins. Two  of  these  women  were  daughters  of  a  Danish 
resident  by  an  Equimaux  woman.  One  of  the  men  also 
was  the  son  of  a  Dane,  and  they  were  all  of  the  colour  of 
Mulattoes. 

They  soon  became  intimate  with  their  visitors  and  invited 
them  into  the  cabin,  where  they  were  treated  with  eoffee 
and  biscuit,  and  their  portraits  taken.  After  leaving  the 
cabin,  they  danced  Scotch  reels  on  the  deck  with  the  sailors, 
to  the  animating  strains  of  the  musician.  Sacheuse's  mirth 
and  joy  exceeded  all  bounds ;  and,  with  a  good-humoured 
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officiousnessy  justified  by  the  important  distinotion  wbioh 
liw  superior  koowledire  now  gave  him,  he  performed  the 
office  of  master  of  the  ceremonies. 

A  daughter  of  tlie  Danish  resident,  about  eighteen  years 
of  age,  and  by  far  the  best  looking  of  the  group,  was  the  ob- 
ject of  Sacheuse's  particular  attentions ;  which,  being  ob- 
served by  one  of  the  officers,  he  gave  him  a  lady's  sbawl^ 
ornamented  with  spangles,  as  an  offering  for  her  accep- 
tance. He  presented  it  in  a  most  respectful,  and  not  un- 
graceful manner,  to  the  damsel,  who  bashfully  took  a  pew- 
ter ring  from  her  finger  and  gave  it  to  him  in  return  :  re- 
warding him,  at  the  same  time  with  a  smile,  which  could  leave 
DO  doubt  on  the  Esquimaux's  mind  that  he  had  made  an  im- 
pression on  her  heart.  After  the  ball,  coffee  was  again 
served,  and  at  eight  o'clock  the  party  left  The  ice  begin- 
ning to  break  up  ;  a  channel  was  found  leading  towards  the 
Black  Hook  by  the  Majestic,  of  London,  and  every  ship 
crowded  to  sail  after  her. 

They  continued  their  course  till  July  17,  when  two  ice- 
floes closed  in  upon  them,  and  they  were  completely  jamme<l 
in.  The  Isabella  underwent  a  very  severe  pressure,  but 
fortunately  without  damage,  though  she  was  lifted  several 
feet  out  of  water ;  the  concussion  lasted  fifteen  minutes ; 
the  floes  then  receded  a  little,  and  favoured  the  exertions 
used  to  heave  her  through,  which  was  effected  after  two 
hours'  labour,  by  purshases  brought  from  each  quarter  and 
bow  to  the  windlass  and  capstern.  The  Alexander,  and 
some  of  the  whalers,  suffered  in  (he  same  way. 

On  the  81st,  it  being  calm,  a  boat  was  sent  after  a  whale, 
which  appeared  to  be  particularly  marked,  being  black  and 
white:  he  was  soon  harpooned  by  the  Isabella's  boat;  the 
first  harpoon  sticking  him  on  the  back  a  little  behind  the 
left  fin,  and  at  first  appearing  to  be  effectual.  The  boat 
was  then  carried  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  several  lines 
veered  away,  but,  after  holding  a  time,  it  was  perceived 
that  he  had  escaped ;  he  soon  however  appeared,  about  n 
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Mite  ind  a  luAf  4iftMrf,  witti  the  bi^rpooa  ia  Us  btek,  Mag 
HMO  A  looie  i»b4  As  htf  rtasaiiied  neit  the  •tfrhM^  and  af^ 
ptered  to  saflbr  from  tb^  woiuid,  tlib'  fMagr  afioeft  of  bath 
itApB,  who  eaok  eomnMided  loats,  polled  irith  amidatioii 
10  tbe  spot  where  eaoh  expected  him  to  riae^  wdtiag  for  the 
moment  of  bis  ^ppearaaoe  with  imlieiy.  Fortune  favonred 
Mr.  Jamca  Rosa,  the  aniOial  riaing  neareat  to  bis  boat,  oad 
giiring  bia  barpooner  an  opportunity  of  infixing  hia  weapon^ 
following  it  by  a  thturd  and  foarth,  whioh  HUida  the  oaptova 
eertain.  He  was  now  much  codiausted^  and  obliged  to  jre- 
maia  near  the  aurfacei  thereby  exposing  himself  to  iba  lan- 
cers ;  ibi  bloody  at  ioterrab,  flowing  from  bis  wounds^  and 
being  thrown  up  in  tc^umea  ar  be  rose  to  Inreatbe.  At 
kngth,  beeoming  exhausted,  he  bad  only  strength  to  make 
a  bLst  and  most  terrible  struggle.  The  people  in*  the  bbata^ 
aware  of  their  danger^  retreated,  leaving  him  to  spead  hia 
fury  on  the  water,  wtiere  be  was  seen  rolling  and  writhing 
in  dreadful  agony,  lashing  the  sea  from  side  to  side  with  bis 
tail  and  fins,  till  he  expired :  be  then  sunk,  remaining  sus- 
pended by  the  lines  of  the  barpooners,  who  weighed  him  to 
the  surface,  and  towed  him  on  board  in  triumph 

On  the  6th  of  i^ugust,  the  weather  proving  fine,  the  ships 
were  tracked  with  labour  through  about  a  mile  of  bay-ice  to 
the  narrowest  pfirt  of  a  floe  which  obstructed  their  passage 
into  the  pool  a-bead ;  the  usual  resort  was  had  to  sawing,  but 
their  labours  were  soon  suspended  by  the  disooTery  of  a  paa* 
sage  a  little  to  the  eastward.  To  this,  therefore,  they 
warped  the  ships  through  the  loose  and  bay-ice^  and  tixoM 
managed  to  proceed  about  a  mile  further. 

As  it  appeared  likely  their  people  would  be  at  woilc 
thronghout  the  night,  an  extra  allowance  of  proTisions  was 
serTed  out ;  their  labours  were  incessant  till  half-past  one, 
when,  being  almost  worn  out  with  exertion,  they  were  ajf- 
owed  to  rest  till  five.  At  balf-past  six  the  ice  began  to 
move,  and  the  wind  increasing  to  a  gale,  the  only  chanqis 
left  was  to  endcaTour  to  force  the  ahip  through  it  to  the  nort|iy 
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where  it  partially  opened ;  but  the  cbannel  was  ao  nmab 
obstructed  by  heavy  fragments,  that  the  utmost  efforts  wer9 
ineflfectual ;  the  field  closed  in,  and,  at  noon,  they  felt  its 
pressure  most  severely.  A  large  floe  whioh  lay  on  one  side 
of  the  Isabella  appeared  to  be  fixed,  while,  on  the  other  aide, 
another  of  considerable  bulk  was  passing  along  with  a  ra* 
pid  motion,  assuming  a  somewhat  circular  direction,  in 
consequence  of  one  side  having  struck  on  the  fixed  field. 
The  pressure  continuing  to  increase,  it  became  doubtful 
whether  the  ship  would  be  able  to  sustain  it ;  every  support 
threatened  to  give  way ;  the  beams  in  the  hold  began  to 
bend,  and  the  iron  tanks  settled  together.  At  this  critical 
moment,  when  it  seemed  impossible  to  bear  the  accumulat- 
ing pressure  much  longer,  the  hull  rose  seyeral  feet ;  while 
the  ice,  which  was  more  than  six  feet  thick,  broke  against 
the  sides,  curling  back  on  itself.  The  great  stress  now  fell 
upon  their  bow,  and,  after  being  again  lifted  up,  they  were 
carried  with  great  violence  towards  the  Alexander,  whioh 
had  hitherto  been,  in  a  great  measure,  defended  by  the  Isa- 
bella. Every  effort  to  avoid  their  getting  foul  of  each  other 
failed  ;  the  ice- anchors  and  cables  broke  one  after  another, 
and  the  sterns  of  the  two  ships  came  so  violently  into  con« 
tact,  as  to  crush  to  pieces  a  boat  that  could  not  be  removed 
in  time.  The  collision  was  tremendous,  the  anchors  and 
chain-plates  being  broken,  and  nothing  less  than  the  loss  of 
the  masts  expected  :  but,  at  this  eventful  instant,  by  the  in- 
terposition of  Providence,  the  force  of  the  ice  seemed  ex- 
hausted ;  the  two  fields  suddenly  receded,  and  the  Isabella 
passed  the  Alexander  with  comparative  little  damage. 
The  last  things  that  hooked  each  other  were  the  two  bower 
anchors,  which,  being  torn  from  the  bovrs,  remained  sus- 
pended in  a  line  between  the  two  ships,  until  that  of  the 
Alexander  gave  way.  A  clear  channel  soon  after  opened, 
and  they  ran  into  a  pool,  thus  escaping  immediate  danger. 
Neither  the  masters,  the  mates,  nor  those  men  who  had 
been  all  their  lives  in  the  Greenland  service,  had  ever  ex- 
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perienced   such  immense  peril ;  and  they  declared,  that  a 
oommon  whaler  must  have  been  crushed  to  atoms. 

It  was  soon  after  peroeived.  that  a  field  of  ioe,  to  which 
they  moored,  was  drifting  rapidly  on  a  reef  of  icebergs 
which  lay  ag^round ;  the  topsails  were  therefore  dose-reefedt 
in  order  that  they  might  run  between  two  bergs,  or  into 
any  creek  that  might  be  found  among  them  ;  when  sud- 
denly the  field  acquired  a  circular  motion,  so  that  every 
exertion  was  now  necessary  for  warping  along  the  edge, 
that  being  the  sole  chance  they  had  of  escaping  the  danger 
of  being  crushed  on  an  iceberg.  In  a  few  minutes  they 
observed  a  part  of  the  field,  into  which  they  bad  attempted 
to  cut  docks,  come  in  contact  with  the  berg,  with  such 
rapidity  and  violence,  as  to  rise  more  than  fifty  feet  up  its 
precipitous  side,  where  It  suddenly  broke,  the  elevated 
part  falling  back  on  the  rest  with  a  terrible  crash,  and 
overwhelming  with  its  ruins  the  very  spot  they  bad  previ- 
ously chosen  for  their  safety.  Soon  afterwards  the  ice 
appeared  soflBciently  open  to  pass  the  reef  of  bergs,  and 
they  once  more  were  in  a  place  of  security 

On  the  9th  they  were  surprised  by  the  appearance  af 
several  men  on  the  Ice,  who  were  hallooing  to  the  ships  : 
the  first  impression  was,  that  they  were  shipwrecked  sailors, 
probably  belonging  to  some  vessel  that  had  been  crushed 
in  the  late  gale  ;  they  therefore  tacked,  hoisted  thar 
colours,  and  stood  in  for  the  shore.  On  approaching 
the  Ice,  they  discovered  them  to  be  natives,  drawn  on 
rudely-fashioned  sledges,  by  dogs,  which  they  continncd 
to  drive  backwards  and  forwards  with  wonderful  rapidity 
When  they  arrived  vfithin  hail,  Sacheuse  called  oat  to  them, 
in  his  own  language  :  some  words  were  heard  in  return, 
to  which  a  reply  was  again  made  to  the  Esquimaux  ;  but 
neither  party  appeared  to  be  in  the  least  degree  intelligible 
to  the  other.  For  some  time  they  continued  to  regard 
the  ships  in  silence,  but,  on  tacking,  they  set  up  a  simulta- 
neous shout,  accompanied  with  nsny  strange  gesticulalioini. 
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and  went  off  in  their  sledges  with  great  velocity  towards 

the  land. 

It  being  necessary  to  examine  if  there  was  a  passage  in 
this  place,  the  ships  stood  towards  the  head  of  the  pool, 
which  was  about  four  miles  ofT,  trusting  that,  in  the  meao 
time,  they  would  return  to  the  same  spot,  to  which  it  was 
also  their  intention  to  come  back,  after  examining  into  the 
chances  of  a  passage  northward.  No  opening  was,  how- 
ever, found  ;  and  they  therefore  returned  after  an  absence 
of  ten  hours. 

About  ten  o'clock  on  the  following  day,  eight  sledges 
appeared,  driven  by  the  natives,  advancing  by  a  circuitous 
route  towards  them  ;  they  halted  about  a  mile  off,  and  the 
people  alighting,  ascended  a  small  iceberg,  as  if  to  re- 
connoitre. After  remaining  apparently  in  consultation  for 
nearly  half  an  hour,  four  of  them  descended,  and  oaooe 
towards  a  flag- staff,  which,  however,  they  did  not  venture 
to  approach.  In  the  mean  time  a  white  flag  was  hoisted  at 
the  main  in  each  ship,  and  John  Sacheuse  dispatched, 
bearing  a  small  white  flag,  with  some  presents,  that  he 
might  endeavour,  if  possible,  to  bring  them  to  a  parley. 
This  was  a  service  which  he  had  most  cheerfully  volun- 
teered, requesting  leave  to  go  unattended  and  unarmed, 
a  request  to  which  no  objection  oould  be  made,  as  the 
place  chosen  for  the  meeting  was  within  half  a  mile  of  the 
Isabella.  It  was  equally  advantageous  to  the  natives,  a 
canal,  or  small  chasm  in  the  ice,  not  passable  without  a 
plank,  separating  the  parties  from  each  other,  and  pre* 
venting  any  possibility  of  an  attack  from  these  people,  un* 
less  by  darts. 

In  executing  this  service,  Sacheuse  displayed  no  less 
address  than  courage.  Having  placed  his  flag  at  some 
distance  from  the  canal,  he  advanced  to  the  edge,  and 
taking  off  his  hat,  made  friendly  signs  for  those  opposite 
to  approach,  as  he  did  ;  this  they  partly  complied  with, 
baiting  at  a  distance  of  three  hundred  yards,  where  they 
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got  out  of  their  sledges,  and  set  up  a  loud  sittiultaneout 
halloo,  iwhicb  Sacheuse  answered  by  imitating  it.  They 
then  ventured  to  approach  a  little  nearer,  having  nothing 
in  their  hands  but  the  whi]>s  with  which  they  guide  their 
dogs  ;  and,  after  satisfying  themselves  that  the  canal  was 
impassable,  one  of  them  in  particular  seemed  to  acquire 
confidence.  Shouts,  words,  and  gestures,  were  exchanged 
for  some  time  to  no  purpose,  though  each  party  seemed, 
in  some  degree,  to  recognise  each  other^s  language.  Sa- 
cheuse, after  a  time,  thought  he  could  discover  that  they 
spoke  the  Humouke  dialect,  drawling  out  their  words, 
however,  to  an  unusual  length.  He  immediately  adopted 
that  dialect,  and,  holding  up  the  present,  called  out  to 
them,  Kahkeite,  come  on  !  to  which  they  answered,  Naakrie, 
naakrieai-plaite,  no,  no — go  away ;  and  other  words 
which  he  made  out  to  mean,  that  they  hoped  they  were 
not  come  to  destroy  them.  The  boldest  then  approached 
to  the  edge  of  the  canal,  and  drawing  from  his  boot  a  knife, 
repeated.  Go  away  ;  1  can  kill  you.  Sacheuse,  notinti* 
midated,  told  them  he  was  also  a  man  and  a  friend,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  threw  across  the  canal  some  strings  of  beads 
and  a  chequed  shirt;  but  these  they  beheld  with  great  dis- 
trust and  apprehension,  still  calling,  Go  away,  don't  kill 
us.  Sacheuse  then  threw  them  an  English  knife,  saying, 
Take  that.  On  this  they  approached  with  caution,  picked 
up  the  knife,  then  shouted  and  pulled  their  noses.  These 
actions  were  imitated  by  Sacheuse,  who  in  return,  called 
out.  Heigh,  yaw  !  pulling  his  nose  witli  the  same  gesture. 
They  now  pointed  to  the  shirt,  demandmg  what  it  was,  and 
when  told  it  was  an  article  of  clothing,  asked  of  what  skin 
it  was  made.  Sacheuse  replied,  It  was  made  of  the  hair 
of  an  animal  which  they  liad  never  seen  ;  on  which  they 
picked  it  up  with  expressions  of  surprise.  They  now 
begao  to  ask  many  questions  ;  for,  by  this  time,  they 
found  the  language,  spoken  by  themselves  and  Saobeuse, 
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It  beings  proposed  that  they  shoaM  drite  dote  to  the  Mp 
on  their  sledges,  the  eldest  got  into  his  sledge,  for  this  pur- 
pose, and  they  bad  thus  an  opportunity  of  witnessing  the 
mode  in  which  he  managed  his  dogs.  These  were  six  in 
number,  each  haying  a  collar  of  seal-skin,  ilwo  inches  wide, 
(o  which  the  one  end  of  a  (hong,  made  of  strong  hide,  about 
three  yards  long,  was  tied,  the  other  end  being  fastened  to 
the  fore  part  of  the  sledge :  thus  they  all  stood  nearly  abreast, 
each  drawing  by  a  single  trace,  without  reins.  No  sooner 
did  they  hear  the  crack  of  the  whip,  than  they  set  off  at  full 
speed,  while  he  seemed  to  manage  them  with  the  greatest 
ease,  guidin<:r  them  partly  by  his  v(»ice,  and  partly  by  the 
sound  of  the  uhip.  On  approaching  the  sailors,  however, 
they  became  so  terrified,  that  it  was  with  soire  difficulty 
they  could  be  stoppi^d.  They  were  at  length  fastened  to  the 
ice,  and  one  of  the  younger  men,  who  had  come  up  behind, 
was  left  in  charge  of  the  whole. 

When  Sacheuse  was  desired  to  ask  if  they  had  a  kini;,  he 
pronounced  the  words  Nullikab,  signifying  a  person  in  au- 
thority; then  Nakouack,  i.e.  a  strong  man,  who  can  kill 
more  seals,  and  is  respected  or  dreaded  ;  but  they  did  not 
understand  him.  He  at  last  recollected  that  Pisarsuak  had 
been  used  as  the  name  of  chief;  they  immediately  answered 
in  the  affirmatiTe,  and  said  his  name  was  Tulloowak. 

It  was  about  three  o*clock  when  they  departed,  highly 
pleased,  The  ice  being  covered  with  small  protuberant 
berga,  tbey  were  soon  lost  sight  of  as  they  drove  away 
towards  the  shore  ;  to  gain  which,  they  were  obliged  to  fol- 
low a  very  circuitous  route ;  this  arose  from  a  number  of 
pools  and  ohasms  in  the  ice,  as  it  was  eirident  that  tbey 
were  only  three  or  four  miles  from  the  land  in  a  direct  line. 

The  greatest  number  of  natives  seen  was  about  eighteen  ; 
many  attempts  were  made  to  discover  the  numbers  of  the 
tribe,  but  without  success,  as  they  oould  reckon  no  farther 
than  Ave,  and  could  therefore  .only  say,  ^' |)lenty  people/* 
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poiotiiig  to  the  uortb ;  but  it  must  be  recolleoted,  that  tbii 
wai  only  a  party  detached  from  the  main  body. 

The  ships  being  again  under  sail,  with  more  oheering 
prospects  before  Ihem,  proceeded  along  the  margin  of  the 
iee,  where  it  ap||eared  attached  to  the  land,  with  a  fine 
Weeae  from  the  north.  In  about  two  hours  they  arriTed  at 
the  barrier  of  icebergs.  Having  passed  through  many  in- 
tricate and  narrow  channels,  at  four  o^cIock  they  rounded  a 
cape,  which  they  named  after  the  Duke  of  Yoiic,  in  com- 
memoration of  the  birth-day  of  His  Royal  Highness.  The 
land,  from  this  cape,  took  a  W.  by  N.  direction ;  they  conti* 
nued  to  ateer  along  it,  at  the  distance  of  four  miles,  and,  for 
the  first  time,  saw  the  sea  wash  the  rocks. 

August  I7th,  they  continued  their  course  akmg  the  land, 
at  the  distance  of  fi?e  or  Six  miles,  asftong  nuoMToua  bergp 
and  pieces  of  loose  ice.  They  discovered  that  the  snow  ob 
the  face  of  the  difib  presented  an  appearance  both  novel  and 
interesting,  being  apparently  stained,  or  covered^  by  some 
substance,  which  gave  it  a  deep  crimson  colour.  Many  oon<« 
Jeotures  were  formed  concerning  the  cause  of  this  appear- 
aace ;  it  was  at  once  determined,  that  it  could  not  arise  from 
the  dung  of  birds,  as  thousands  of  these,  of  various  descrip^ 
tions,  vrere  seen  repeatedly  sitting  on  the  ice,  add  on  the 
anowt  bat  without  producing  any  such  efiect. 

A  boat  with  Mr.  Ross,  Mr.  Beverley,  and  others,  was  sent 
to  bring  off  some  of  the  snow,  and  to  make  their  remarks 
on  the  circumstances  attending  it ;  they  were  also  ordered 
to  procure  specimens  of  natural  history,  and  to  asoertain  if 
this  part  of  the  country  was  inhabited.  The  boat  arrived  at 
the  shore  nearly  at  low  water,  and  found  (hat  the  tide  had 
fallen  nine  feet.  The  party  remained  two  hours  on  shore, 
and  found  the  cliffs  were  accessible  at  the  spot  where  they 
landed  ;  but  they  did  not  get  to  the  top,  being  recalled  in 
consequence  of  a  breete  which  sprung  up.  They  found 
that  the  snow  was  penetrated,  ia  may  places.  i»  a  depth  of 
ten  or  twelve  Cset,  by  the  colouring  matter,  aud  that  it  had 
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Uie  tppearaDoe  of  haYiog  been  a  long  time  ia  IImK  •tel0» 
The  boat  returoed  at  seveo  with  a  quantity  •€  Ibia  aBOWy 
together  with  specimens  of  the  Yegetationi  aad  of  the  rooka. 
The  snow  was  examioed  by  a  microscope,  aagnifftng  110 
times,  and  the  substance  seemed  to  consist  of  partidea 
resembling  a  Yery  minute  round  seed,  all  of  them  being  of 
the  same  size,  and  of  a  deep  red  colour ;  on  some  of  these 
globules  a  small  dark  speck  was  aUo  seen.  It  waa  the 
general  opinion  of  the  officers  that  this  was  a  Yegetable  sub- 
stance, an  opinion  confirmed  by  the  nature  of  the  places 
where  it  was  found.  These  were  th^  sides  of  the  hills,  about 
six  hundred  feet  high,  the  tops  of  which  were  covered  with 
Yegetation  of  a  yellowish*green  and  reddish-brown  colours. 
The  extent  of  these  cliffs  was  about  eight  miles ;  behind 
them  at  a  considerable  distance,  high  mountains  were  seen, 
but  the  snow  which  coYered  these  was  not  coloured*  Some 
ef  the  snow  was  dissoWed,  and  bottled,  when  the  water  had 
tbs  appearance  of  muddy  port-wine.  In  a  few  hours  it  de« 
posited  a  sediment ;  which  was  examined  by  the  microscope  ; 
some  of  it  was  bruised,  and  found  to  be  composed  wholly  of 
red  matter;  when  applied  to  paper»  it  produced  a  i  colour 
resembling  that  of  Indian  red.  This  substance  has  been 
examined  since  the  return  of  the  ships  to  this  country,  and 
Yarious  opinions  given  concerning  it,  but  Dr.  Wbllaatoa 
seems  to  concur  in  the  opinion  of  its  being  a  vegetable 
substance  produced  on  the  mountain  immediately  above  it. 
It  cannot  be  a  marine  production,  as  in  several  places 
they  saw  it  at  least  six  miles  from  the  sea,  but  always  on  the 
face  or  near  the  foot  of  a  mountain. 

In  the  course  of  their  tedious  and  often  laborious  progress 
through  the  ice,  it  became  necessary  to  keep  the  whole  of 
the  crew  at  the  most  fatiguing  work,  sometimes  for  several 
days  and  nights  without  intermission.  When  ibis  was  the 
ease,  an  extra  meal  was  served  to  them  at  mt^nigbt^  geiu>« 
rally  of  preserved  meat ;  and  it  was  found  &aMhia  nou« 
riahment,  when  the  aaind  and  body  were  both  oooupied,  aad 
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Ibb  ^iwi-^-eMiiiDiially  preseiit,  reodarad  theii  ei)M(Ua  of^ 
iliinliig^  yiOilmt  sleep,  eo  the!  they  often  pfiMed-  tbNe 
dayi  io'  tifie'^iMiiner  without  miiy  Tisible  inoenveakme-^ 
H^xumaff  afie?  a  meal  of  this  Uad  to  then' labour  oh  ilie 
tee^oi^'lD  ihieboata,  quite  refreshed,  and  ebntinuioi^allk 
without  a  iBuroiur.  The  exereiae  was  doubtlen  a  eoMider* 
aVle'preVMtiTe  of  theaeunry,  which  was  the  complaint  moat 
to  be  feared.  As  long  aa  the  Tegetables  laated,  no  Hme^ 
jttioe  was  aenred  ;  when  the  men  got  wet,  which  often  hap- 
peaMy  they  were  made  to  shift  their  olotbea  and  pat  on  dry 
onea :  eapa  of  oanTaa,  fined  with  flannel,  were  made  fbr 
them ;  these  were  conical  in  ahape,  and  large  enough  to 
coTer  the  ahonlders,  and  button  under  the  chin  ;  they  bad 
the  effect  of  keeping  the  neck  and  breast  warm,  and  tieing 
painted  on  the  outside,  turned  the  water  off  eflsetnally  ; 
they  were  made  uae  of  in  rainy,  anowy,  or  foggy  weatbeiP. 
With  these  precautiona,  and  the  men  being  all  orgolNl 
soDStitution,  they  noTcr  had  a  aickperaon,  and  wlMMPtMy 
arriTcd  at  thia  part  of  thdr  Toyage^  no  crews  were  e^aiF'te 
higher  health  attd  apirlta^  .  .  ..v 

Lieutenant  Robertsov,  and  other  officers,  werestaMoJMd 
at  the  mast-head  to  look  out  for  the  direction  of  the  MnM^; 
and  they  made  thdr  reports  that  they  were  satiafled-tbejr 
bad  aeen  the  land  Completely  round  thia  i>ay  at  dHbfMt 
times;  as  did  also  the  officers  of  the  Alexander,  whd  wem 
at  the  mast«  head  of  that  ahip  at  tlie  same  time.  '  < 

On  the  19th  of  August,  at  flfty  minutes  past  oliAliglC 
the  ship  being  nearly  on  the  aeventy  seventh  degree- -rf 
north  latitude,  ten  leaguea  to  the  westward  of  Cape  San* 
mares,  which  forms  the  east  side  and  the  bottom  of  thia  bay, 
the  land  waa  distinctly  aeen.  On  the  20tb  and  tlat^ 
when  off  Cape  Clarence,  at  the  diatanoe  of  six  leagues,  tb** 
land  which  fbrms  the  west  side,  and  the 'bottom  of  thia  bay, 
waa^  also  tfatinetly  aeen,  and  by  itwo<  obaervatidia  the  eoast 
is  deteipined!l»be  eonnected  all  miwd^**At«sieb  ^of  thMe 
perioda  thia  iasmMaa  ibay  wa^abaasfal  la  ba>JtooveiPWl^%tlh 
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Aeld-iee ;  besidet  ^bioh|  a  vast  obdo  of  iaitge  iotbcrgs  wm 
•eeD  to  exieod  across  it ;  these  were  apparently  agromd, 
gad  bad  probably  been  driYen  on  shore  there  by  aewtberly 
^ales.  It  was  also  observed,  that  the  tide  rose  andfettoaly 
four  feet»  and  that  the  stream  was  scarcely  perceptible. 

On  the20tb,  tbey  were  by  reckoning,  in  latitude  76^54^ 
N*f  Cape  Sauraarez  ten  leagues  distant,  and  Carey's  Is- 
land bearing  about  S.E.  Having  determined  that  there 
was  no  passage  further  to  the  northward,  tbey  stood  under 
easy  sail  to  the  S.W.  for  ten  miles  farther,  during  wbteh 
ihey  had  much  difficulty  to  avoid  the  loose  ice  with  which 
the  sea  was  covered,  and  it  becoming  thicker  the  nearer 
they  approached  the  shore«  they  hoTe  to  in  this  position,  for 
the  fo^  to  clear  away 

.  From  these  several  considerations  it  appears  perfeotly 
certain  that  the  land  is  here  continnoiis,  and  that  there  is 
no  opening  at  the  northernmost  part  of  Baffin's  Bay  from 
Hackluif  s  Island  to  Cape  Clarence.  Even  if  it  be  ima- 
gined that  some  narrow  Strait  may  exist  through  these 
mountains,  it  is  clearly  evident,  that  it  must  for  ever  be 
unnavigable,  and  that  there  is  not  cTcn  a  chance  of  as- 
certaining its  existence,  since  all  approach  to  the  bottoms 
oi  these  bays  is  prevented  by  the  ice  which  fills  them  to  so 
great  a  depth,  and  appears  never  to  have  moved  from  its 
atation. 

Being  thus  satisfied  that  there  was  no  opening  Into  the 
Pacific  through  these  seas  and  that  there  could  be  no  further 
inducement  to  continue  longer  in  this  place,  and  it  being 
necessary  to  husband  tlie  little  time  yet  remaining,  for  the 
work  which  was  still  to  be  done,  Csptain  Ross  ordered  ac* 
curate  bearings  of  the  difierent  headlands  to  be  taken,  and 
having  named  the  remarkable  cape  forming  the  west  side  of 
the  bay,  after  the  Duke  of  Clarence,  in  commemoration  uf 
tlie  birth-day  of  his  Royul  Highness,  they  shaped  tiv^ 
course,  on  liie  morning  of  the  21st,  towards  the  nMf  opM- 
ing  which  appeared  in  view  to  the  westward. 


'  '  Tbty  «ow  stotd  for  a  Souad  whlab  tiny  hM  tiw  on 
ifUM^  tockin§f  md  beariag  up  •coatioMilff  to  a¥oM  thm  M^ 
ivlHth  WM  generally  from  six  to  twelve  feet  tWek,  'very 
evea^  and  in  pieces  of  various  shapes ;  they  found  it  in 
sible  to  keep  elear  of  it,  and  the  ship  nnavoidably  reoelvod 
aome  severe  shocks,  but  fortanately  suffered  ao  daaiage. 
Towards  the  evening  they  sneoesslvely  msdo  out  the 'north 
and  south  points  of  the  land  aoross  the  bottom^  of  this  bay, 
«fr  inlet,  whioh  agreed  with  BaAn's  description  of  JonesV 
Sound.  At  midnight,  a  ridge  of  very  high  mouatains 
-^eeen  to  extend  nearly  across  the  bottom  of  it^  Joining 
tber  from  tte  south,  which  was  not  quite  eo  bigh«  The  hiy 
was  completely  blocked  with  ice,  in  which  weru  some  very 
large  icebergs  ;  and  from  tlie  points  of  land,  glaciers  of  so- 
lid ice  were  seen  extending  for  many  miieo  into  the  sea.  It 
was  evident  that  there  could  be  no  passage  ia  that  direetioa, 
and  they,  therefore,  began  to  beat  to  the  southwfud#  rAt 
eleven  at  nighty  a  pieoe  of  fir  wood  was  picked  up :  ilt  enoK 
tained  nails,  and  the  marka  of  the  plane  and  adae  weiwuluo 
evident.  This  seems  to  prove  that  it  must  have  drifted  up 
the  Bay,  probably  by  the  strong  southerly  winds*  Maarf 
seals  were  seen,  and  the  traoks  of  bears  were  visible  outfae 
ice  in  many  places. 

On  the  80tb  of  August,  near  a  Cape  whieh  they  naaaed 
Cape  Charlotte^  a  wide  opening  appeared  j  but  tlwwiMl 
shifting  to  the  west,  they  eoOld  not  ataud  m  to  explore  it, 
and  therefore  stood  to  tlw  southward;  but,  at  tsn  in  das 
evening,  the  wind  ehanged  to  the  sootb,  when  tbey  taoked 
and  stood  in  under  all  sail.  The  swell  oeatinoed  from 
the  S.S.B.,  and,  at  midnight,  the  weather  was  very  thick 
and  foggy. 

They  saw  the  land  which  forms  the  aevthem  side,  of  the 
opening,  exlpodiag  from  west  4o  north  in  a  chain  of  high 
■louataias  .oover^d  wjlb  anew.  Soon  aflerwarda  tho  aonk 
aider  or.thio.aponiogt  woe  dissosfuM^  aatijdhig  tmmAM. 
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kadi^Mif  Ufs.lud  seroM  tba  bsy,  eMspt fcr  s  t«ry.slior|.. , ^. 
•pacfk,  .!>•  iMd  t9  the  S*B«  was  vefy  disfiacf^  sinI  t|iej  ... , 
bad  mta^oellaii  transit  and  bearing  of  Cape  Byan  Msrtis  .,| 
and  (Ca|»e  Faaabawe,  with  the  ship's  bead  on  that  pc^nt  of ., .,{ 
the  ohat^^  for  the  purpose  of  datcrniiBing .  tho  ^Tariafio^  .  ,^ 
ahouidao  asimoths  be  obtained.  Althoogb  all  hopes  wero..,, 
ipven  op,  even  by  tbe  meat  sangninoy  that  a  pasaago  , ^^ 
exisAeds  and  the-  weather  continned  tfakk,  ttiey  determined,..,;., 
to  atand  higher  up,  and  pnt  into  any  harbour  they  migbt,.  i 
diseover^  fsr  the  *  purpose  of  amking  OMtgnefieal  obserra*  ^^^ 
ticsis. 

As  tbsy  stoed  op  the  bay  two  capes  on  the  south  side  wsr^  ,..f . 
disooveiod^  one  of  wbieh  was  named  after  the  Basl  of  Xiveir*  .  j  ^^ 
pool  1  the  land  which  formed  tbe  boundary  on  one  aids  ef    f| 
Cafhsrios!a  Bay,  wat  named  Cape  Hay.    On  the  vnocfli.f,.) 
aide;nreHsorluible  oooaoal  rock,  the  only  island  on  this  part,.,, ^ 
of  tboiMasty  was  disoofered,  isnd  named  Sir  George  Hope's  .  j 
If  onumeati  afsr  one  of  tbe  Lords  of  the  Admiralty^  who.  bad 
recnmmtnded  Captain  Rosa  for  the  oomasand  of  this  la-     > 
pedUioa^  and  whose  signature  of  bis  orders  on  his  dcnth-i 
bed .  «oas  the  last  sot  of  his  yaluaUe  lifek 

Tluif  distinctly  saw  the  land  round  the  bottom  of  ihe  bay,    . 
forming  a  chain  of  mountains  connected  with  thtM^  whk^h 
estsnded  along  the  north  and  south  sides.     Tbis  land  ap- 
peared to  be  at  the  distance  of  eight  leagues.     There  WfS  a  ,  , . 
oontinuity.  of  ioCf' at  tbe  distance  of  seven  milea,  extending     ., 
from  ana  side  of  tbe  bay  to  the  other,  between  the  nearest  . ,  ^ 
ospo  tothe  north,  which  was  named  after  .Sir  George  W;sv-  . 
render,  and  that  to  tlie  south,  which  was  named  after  Via-    . , 
oount .  Gaatlereagb. 

Aia4|uarter  past  three,  tbe  weather  again  beeamis  ihi(4;  .,^ 
nndmsettled;  and  being. now  perfectly  aatisied  thai ther%  ,,^ 
waa  no  paassge  in  tbia  direction,  nor  any  imrbuurf  into  wjijkdb. .  .„ 
they  oould  enter  for  the  purpose  of  making  saagnatio  obscS'r  i 
TatioM,  they  taaked  ta  join  the  Alemandes  wWob.wai.atr#  «^ 
distance  of  eight  milea.  ik     J    <:» 
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Tb^y  continued  to  proceed  until  the  0th  of  Septemberi 
ivhen  it  became  calm :  afterwards  there  were  some  light  and 
variable  airs  of  wind.  At  eight  it  as^ain  fell  calm,  and  con* 
tinued  so  the  whole  day.  The  shfp*s  head  had,  however^ 
been  generally  kept  near  the  course,  by  the  assistance  of 
the  swell,  which  was  from  the  north  ;  and  they  made  four- 
teen miles  of  southing  and  a  degree  of  easting,  although 
the  log  only  gave  hnlf  as  much.  They  obtained  some  good 
observations  in  the  forenoon  for  the  longitude  ;  and  the  sun 
being  visible  in  the  n^eridian,  they  also  took  its  altitude  fur 
the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  latitude.  At  six  it  being 
quite  calm,  and  the  water  smooth,  they  sounded  with  the 
deep  sea  clamms,  and  found  one  thousand  and  fifty  fathoms, 
which  were  the  deepest  soundings  they  ever  reached  in 
Baffin*8  Bay.  As  they  had  only  one  hundred  and  twenty 
fathoms  fifteen  miles  further  north,  it  is  evident  that  the 
bottom  of  theses,  like  the  land,  must  be  very  mountainous* 
The  mud  at  the  bottom  was  so  soft  that  the  instrument  was 
completely  buried,  and  it  required  considerable  force  to 
draw  it  out.  The  sea  being  a  dead  calm,  the  line  became 
perfectly  perpendicular,  and  they  had  a  good  opportunity  of 
obtaining  the  exBCt  depth  before  it  started  out  of  the 
ground.  The  instrument  came  up  completely  full,  contain- 
ing about  six  pounds  of  mud,  mixed  with  a  few  stones  and 
some  sand.  This  mud  was  much  coarser  than  that  which 
they  had  before  pbtained,  and  was  also  of  a  much  looser  na-^ 
ture  :  when  the  line  cume  up,  a  small  star-fish  was  found 
attnched  to  it,  below  the  point  marking  eight  hundred 
fathoms.  The  instrument  took  twenty-seven  minutes  to 
descend  the  whole  distance.  When  atfivehundred  fathoms, 
it  descended  at  the  rate  of  one  fathom  per  second,  and  when 
nearly  one  thousand  fathoms  down,  it  required  one  second 
and  a  half  per  fathom.  Although  the  check  made  to  the 
motion  of  the  line  when  ^it  struck  the  bottom,  was  evident 
to  all,  to  put  the  fact  beyond  doubt,  it  was  so  niely  set 
as  to  act  on  the  least  resistance.  The  self-registering 
P.  V.  28.  4  T 
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tliermometer,  was  then  attacked  to  it,  and  it  was  let  dosm, 
first  to  five  hundred  fathoms,  and  afterwards  to  six  Inn- 
dredy  seven  hnndred,  eight  hundred  and  a  thoasaod^  in 
suecession.  At  each  time  it  came  up  empty,  the  thwmoH 
meter  each  time  showing  a  lower  temperature  ;  thua  prov- 
ing that  the  water  was  colder  as  it  beeame  deeper,  -and  also 
indicating  that  the  instrument  had  not  reached  the  bottomf 
even  at  the  depth  of  one  thousand  and  6ve  fathoms*  It 
occupied  one  hour  for  all  hands  to  pull  it  up  from  that 
depth. 

When  the  boat  was  off  Agnes*  Monument,  tbej  saw 
two  large  bears  which  swam  off  to  the  ships,  which  were 
at  the  distance  of  six  miles  from  the  land  ;  thej  fetched 
the  Alexander,  and  were  immediately  attacked  by  the  jboats 
of  that  ship  and  killed;  one,  which  was  shot  tbraugh. the 
bead,  unfortunately  sunk ;  the  other,  on  being  wounded 
attacked  the  boats  and  shewed  considerable  play,  but  was 
at  length  secured,  and  towed  to  the  Isabella  by  the  boats 
of  both  ships.  In  this  affair,  Mr.Bisson,  Mr.  Nius,  mid- 
shipmen, and  Mr.  Fisher,  assistant^surgeon  of  the  Alex- 
ander, shewed  much  dexterity  and  address.  This  animal, 
weighed  one  thousand  one  hundred  and  thirty-one  pounds 
and  a  half,  besides  the  blood  it  had  lost,  which  cannot  be 
estimated  at  less  than  thirty  pounds.  Its  dimensions  vrere 
carefully  taken,  and  Mr.  Beverly  undertook  to  preserve  the 
skin,  in  which  he  perfectly  succeeded  ;  the  bones  of  the 
head  and  feet  were  also  preserved  in  their  places,  so  that 
he  was  sent  to  the  British  Museum  in  excellent  order. 

On  the  lltb,  seven  leagues  to  the  eastward  of  this  rock, 
and  at  two  miles  distance,  they  discovered  the  largest 
iceberg  in  latitude  70  they  had  ever  seen  at  such  a  distance 
from  the  land.  As  it  was  nearly  calm,  they  determined  on 
ascertaining  its  size,  and  sent  Lieutenant  Parry,  Mr. 
Ross,  and  Mr.  Bushman,  and  a  boat  with  the  necessary 
instruments,  to  obtain  the  magnetic  dip  of  variation.  Con« 
aiderabie  difiicultv  was  experienced  in  the  atteaipt  to  Ignd^ 
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as  10  rowiQi^  round  it  tbey  found  it  perpendicular  ia  every 
place  but  one  ;  in  this  however  there  was  a  small ;  creek,  jUi 
which  a  convenient  landing-place  was  discovered.  When 
they  had  ascended  to  tbe  top,  which  was  perfectly  flat| 
they  discovered  a  white  bear,  who  was  in  quiejt  posses- 
sion of  this  mass.  As  their  fire-arms  had  been  wetted^  it 
was  some  time  before  dispositions  could  be  made  for  an 
attaclc,  during  which  the  animal  seemed  to  wait  with 
patienoe  for  the  assault ;  but  as  soon  as  they  had  formed 
their  line  and  began  to  advance,  he  made  for  the  other  side 
of  the  island*  The  party  had  not  calculated  on  any  other 
way  to  escape  but  the  landing-place  before  roentipned^ 
which  they  had  left  well  guarded  ;  but  to  their  murtificationy 
as  well  as  astonishment,  when  the  animal  came  to  the  edge 
of  the  precipice,  which  was  fifty  feet  high,  he  plunged  into 
the  sea  without  hesitation,  and  there  being  no  boat  on  that 
side  of  the  island,  be  escaped.  The  party  remained  until 
sun-set,  and  had  good  observations  ;  and  Lieutenant  Parry 
reported,  that  the  iceberg  was  four  thousand  one  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  yards  long,  three  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  sixty-nine  yards  broad,  and  fifty*one  feet  high  ;  being 
aground  in  sixty-one  fathoms.  Its  appearance  was  much 
like  that  of  the  back  of  the  Isle  of  Wight,  and  the  cliffs  exr 
actly  resembled  the  chalk  cliffs  to  the  west  of  Dover. 

On  the  25th  of  September,  the  slops  which  were  supplied 
by  Government  for  winter  clothing  were  served  to  the  ships* 
companies,  orders  being  sent  to  Lieutenant  Parry  to  that 
effect.  The  whole  of  this  day  the  weather  was  so  foggy 
that  the  land  was  completely  obscured. 

On  the  dOth  of  October  they  made  the  island  of  Fula, 
and,  passing  between  Fair  Isle  and  Sumburg  Head,  ar« 
rived  at  Shetland,  anchoring  in  Brassa  Sound,  after  an 
absence  of  exactly  six  months.  The  Lerwick  packet  being 
about  to  sail  for  Leith,  Captain  Ross  sent  a  short  account 
of  their  proceedings  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  for 
ttie  information  of  their  Lordships ;  in  which«  after  reoom* 
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mending  the  officers  and  men  of  both  shipe,  for  their  me- 
ritorious  conduct,  he  concluded  in  the  following  words  :^" 
**  Not  an  instance  of  punishment  has  taken  place  in  thia 
ahip,  nor  has  there  been  an  officer,  or  man,  on  the  aiek  list  ; 
and  it  is  with  a  feeling  not  to  be  expressed,  that  I  conclude 
this  letter,  by  reporting  that  the  aerTice  has  been  performed, 
and  that  the  expedition,  which  1  had  the  honour  to  com- 
mand, has  returned,  without  the  loss  of  a  man. 

I  have,  &c«  J*  Ross." 

On  the  7th  of  November  they  sailed  from  Brassa  Sound 
with  a  fair  wind,  which  carried  them  off  Flamborough 
Head,  where  they  met  with  a  strong  breese  of  N.E.  wind  ; 
and  after  beating  for  seTcral  days  they  anchored  in  Grimsby 
Roads,  on  the  14th  of  November.  The  logs,  journals, 
ofaarts,  and  other  memoranda,  being  sealed,  Itfldfcblttted 
from  all  the  officers  of  (he  expedition,  Captain  Roaa Here 
left  the  ship  and  departed  for  London,  where  he  nrrited  on 
the  16(h,  and  delivered  them  with  a  full  account  of  the 
proceedings  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

He  was  directed  by  Lord  Melville  to  signify  their  Lord- 
ships approbation  of  the  conduct  of  the  officers  and  crews 
of  the  two  ships  ;  and  to  acquaint  them,  that  it  was  probable 
an  expedition  of  a  similar  nature  would  be  undertaken  in 
the  ensuing  spring  ;  and  that  those  who  were  desirous  of 
volunteering  their  services,  should  have  a  preference  over 
all  others,  should  be  found  employment  during  the  winter, 
granted  a  month*s  leave  of  absence,  and  kept  in  pay  until 
the  ships  were  ready  for  receiving  men  ;  upon  which  nearly 
the  whole  volunteered,  and  the  Isabella  and  Alexander 
were  paid  offouthe  17th  of  December. 


An  account  of  CapL  Rou*$  latt  Voyage  wiU  he  foimd  m  tka  fwo- 
cee^ng  Paga* 
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CAPTAIN      PARRT 


BeFOEE  eateriiig  on  a  historj  of  the  ibird  iroyage  of  CSap- 
Inn  Parry*  it  will  be  profitable  to  give  an  extract  from  a 
recent  publication.  It  wj\  the  exittence  of  a  North- West 
Passage,  or  of  a  navigable  oomn^unication  between  the  Atlantic 
and  Pacific  Oceans  round  the  northern  coast  of  America,  is  a 
question  which  has  exerdsed  the  ingenuity  of  the  learned  for 
the  last  three  centuries  ;  and  the  return  of  our  adventurous 
countryman  Captain  Ross,  from  his  renewed  efibrts  to  aid  in 
its  determination,  has  once  again  created  a  lively  interest  upon 
the  subject  among  all  classes.  Its  olgect  may  be  briefly  ex- 
plained thus : 

The  greater  part  of  the  land  contained  on  the  surface  of 
our  globe,  is  collected  into  two  great  masses ;  the  one  of 
which  is  situated  in  its  eastern  hemisphere,  and  is  called  the 
Old  World  \  the  other  in  its  western  hemisphere,  and  termed 
the  New  World.  The  former,  which  is  composed  of  the 
united  conUnents  of  Europe,  Asia^  and  Africa,  presents  one 
unbroken  mass  of  land,  stretching  from  the  Cape  of  Grood 
Hope  in  the  south,  to  the  Arctic  Sea  in  the  north.  The  New 
World,  or  the  continent  of  America,  forms  a  similarly  unin- 
terrupted barrier,  extending  a  nearly  equal  length,  from  the 
StraUa  of  Magelbaens  in  the  South,  to  a  point  yet  undeter- 
mined in  the  North.      Tbo  Atlantic  Ocean  is  intfyosaci 
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betwccD  these  two  maaees,  on  one  aide  of  the  globe,  and  tbf 
Pacific  Ocean  separates  them  on  the  opposite  aide.     PrevioDf 
to  the  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  it  was  not  known  that  any 
communication  existed  between  these  oceans  ;  in  otiier  words* 
the  countries  situated, on  the  Atlantic,  (including  of  course 
the  principal  nations  of  Europe)  had'no  maritime  conneinon 
with  those  wa&hed  by  the  Pacific  (of  which  the  East  Indies 
forms  a  part).     There  are  at  present  two  practicable  routes 
by  which  such  communication  is  maintained.     The  one  is,  by 
the  southern  extremity  uf  the  Old  World,  or  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  the  other,  by  the  southern  extremity  of  the  New 
World,  through  the  Striuts  of  Magelhacns,  or  round  Cape 
Horn.      They  may  be  termed  respectively   the  South-East 
Passage  and  the  South -West  Passage,  from  the  Atlantic  into 
theJ^adfic     Each  of  these  passages;  howcYer,  impKeS'di^ 
ilectei^  of  smling  to  the  southern  end  of  the  AtlaatiCj  befora- 
either  die  eastern  dr  the  western  turning  into  the  Paciie' 
can  be  readied ;  and  as  the  chief  maritime  natiorfe'of  tbd 
worid  are  placed  much  nearer  to  its  northern  eiid,  it  iias 
occun^d  to  them^  tbat  if  they  were  to  sail  to  the  oSortherti 
instead  of  the  southern  extremity,  and  then  turn  to'  tB^  east 
or  to  the  west,  they  would  reach  the  Pacific  mucli'  loonier ; 
in  other  words,  that  a  North-East  Passage  (round  the  north- 
em  coast  of  Europe  and  Asia)  or  a  North-West  l^iakafjt 
(round  the  northern  shores  of  America)  would  be  a  muiX' 
shorter  route  than  the  existing  South-Eaat  or  South -West 
Passage. 

But  obstacles  exist  to  the  accomplishment  of  eitiic^r'  of 
these  northern  passages,  which  do  not  exist  in  the  soaifaifrtif 
routes.  The  northern  shores  of  both  the  Old  and  tlie  Jiew 
World  are  situated  in  much  higher  latitudea  tban  their 
southern  limits,  and  arc  therefore  subject  to  a  much  more 
intense  degree  of  cold  ;  so  that  while  the  waters  that  boutia 
the  latter  are  at  all  times  open  to  the  seamen,  tbof^  whicK 
eiicircle  the  former,  are,  during  the  greater  portion  of  the 
ftitf  frosen  into  a  vast  icy  barrier,  entirely  obstructing  all 
navigation.      Another  cireiimstatice  also  cerates  to  the  Mriie 
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effect :  ia  acocMnpIishiog  either  of  the  soutberD  pMsages,  the 
nATigator  has  merdy  to  round  a  jutting  promontoiy  in  a  high 
latitude ;  but  in  attempting  either  of  the  northern  routes,  he 
has  to  pass  a  long  line  of  ooast  extending  aboTe  lOO'  or  180* 
of  longitude  under  the  same  froaen  parallel. 

'i'he  question  of  a  {fprth-East  Passage  has  long  sinc^ 
ceased  to  exmcite  uch  interest.  It  is  certain,  indeed,  that  a 
sea  extends  from  Behring*s  Strait  to  the  Spitzbergen  Seas  ; 
but  the  passage  has  never  yet  been  performed,  and  may  be 
fairly  assumed  to  be  impracticable.  A  North- West  Passage 
would  be  a  much  shorter  route  ;  but  a  shorter  than  all  has 
been  suggested,  which  is  termed  the  North  Polar  Passage. 
It  consists  in  sailing  through  the  Spitzbergen  S^is  direct  into 
the  Polar  Basin,  or  the  region  immediately  surrounding  the 
North  Pole,  and  emergingatBeh rings  Strait ;  its  track  thus 
forming,  as  it  were,  the  diameter  of  the  circle  presented  by 
tfae  northern  riior€<s  of  Europe  and  Asia  on  the  one  side,  and 
those  of  America  on  the  other.  We  shall  now  give  a  brief 
sketch  of  the  various  .attempts  that  have  been  made  to  effect 
the  remaining  two  passeiges,  the  Norths  West  and  the  Polar ; 
remarking  on  the  obstacles  that  have  frustrated  their  aocom^ 
plishment,  and  the  deaderata  yet  remaining  for  that  purpose. 

The  difficulties  whieh  impede  the  navigation  of  the  Arctic 
Seas,  arise,  as  before  observed,  from  ttie  extreme  ooM  to 
which  their  high  latitude  exposes  them.  Owing  to  the 
spherical  form  of  the  earth's  surface,  and  the  obliquity  of  its 
axis,  the  sun  is,  for  a  considerable  portion  of  the  yiear,  en* 
tirely  withdrawn  from  thdse  regions.  Throughout  this  long 
and  dreary  night,  an  intense  frost  prevvls.  As  early  as  the 
month  of  August,  snow  begins  to  fall  :  a  rapid  formation  of 
ice  ensues ;  along  the  shores  and  bays,  the  fresh  water, 
poured  from  rivulets,  or  drained  from  the  thawing  of  former 
collections  of  snow,  becomes  quickly  congealed  ;  the  surface 
of  the  sea  is  spread  over  with  iee,  and  its  waters  are  firmly 
bound  up  into  one  solid  mass.  The  gloomy  darkness  of  im- 
penetrable winter  nam  reigns  throughout ;  occasionally,  3i- 
deed,  relieved  or  aggaavated,  by  the  pnion's' feeble  niysw 
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bL'tnvcn  ihete  two  masaes,  on  one  sde  of  Lhe  glubt',  aii<!  i 
PaciOu  Ocean  sepftrutes  tlicm  on  tlie  oppoaitc  side. 
to  the  close  of  the  fifteeiuli  centnry,  it  wMnot  known  thatic 
mmmunication  exiited  between  these  oceans  ;  in  othet  a 
the  countries  situiitcd  on  ttie   j^tlantic,   (including  of  t 
the  principal  nations  of  Europe)  had  no  msrilime  conoei 
with  those  washed  by  the  Facilic  (of  which  the  EokI  Iih 
forms  a  pari).      There  are  at  present  two  practicable  routa 
by  which  such  coinmunicaiiun  is  maintained,     'lhe  one  ii 
the  southern  extremity  of  the   Old   World,  or  ihu  Capefl 
Ciood  Hope,  the  other,  hy  the  Boathemexlreniity  <if  the 
World,  through  the  Sirniis  of  Magelliacns,   or  round   ' 
Horn.      They  may  be  termed  respectively    the    Soutli-I 
Passage  and  the  South-West  Passage,  ftoui  the  Ailoniic.  < 
the  Pacific     Each  of  these  passagcfl,  however»  imphisi 
necessity  of  sailing  to  the  soutbera  end  of  tbe  AllaDtic^  bi-fii| 
either  iho  eastern  or  the  western  turning  into  the  l'.\ 
can  be  reached  ;  and  3B  the  chief  mantime  naiion^  i>f  i 
world  are  placed  much  nearer  to  its  northern  ciirf,  i 
(W^cunVd  to  thcni,  that  iflhey  were  In  suit   In  the  iturllir 
instead  of  the  aouthern  extremity,  and  then  Inrri  ffl  tlir    ■ 
lit  to  the  west,  thoy  would  reach   the   Pocifio  mut^H-  *(Vm, 
in  other  words,  that  a  Nnrih-East  PiUMgc  (round  lhe  n 
t-ra  coast  of  £urope  and  Asia)  or4N'tmh-VVm    " 
(round  the  northern  ittiom  of  Anrnca)  would  bt 
tihorleT  route  than  the  exi-         -'oaUi'fiuR  iir  Son 
Passage. 

But  obataclen  e»8t  .(i.nWiin-ni 

these  noilheni  pWK' 
routes.    The  nortt- 
World     ar^    ■'''*<  .*.... 
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>  ll>e  mean  while,  quite  Ann  and  pellucid. 
■n  the  other  hand,  is  porous,  incompact,  and 
■Ft&parcnt ;  and  is  annually  furined  and  de- 
■  irance  of  a  numerous  collection  of  iceherg-i  is 
ing  in  the  extreme.  Along  the  western 
ih*?y  form  an  immense  rampart,  which  pre- 
11  sublime  spectacle,  resembling  al  adistance 
.Tches,  mantling  castles,  or  fleets  under 


<r  whose  efforts  appear  to  have  inspired  a 
finding  the  North-West  Passage,  was 
il,  a  Portuguese,  who,  in  the  year  1500, 
<y  called  Labrador.  Coasting  thence  to 
reaching  the  wide  opening  of  Hudson's 
'liat  he  had  found  the  so-inucli  desired 
'icific^  which  he  named  the  Strnit  of 
I  to  Portugal  Rod  in  the  following  year 
'.d  expedition,  with  two  vessels  ;  but 
<i  from  his  consort  by  bad  weather,  he 
<  >re.  His  brother,  Michael  dc  Cortereal, 
him,  shared  a  similar  fate  ;  and  it  was 
^r  of  the  liing,  Manuel,  ^hich  restrained 
ontinuing  the  fruitless  search.  The  two 
'  -iy  engaged  in  the  same  enterprise  ;  but 
uinated   only    in   the  discovery  of  New- 


viucceeded  by  Aubert  and  Jacques  Cartier 

nance,  and   by   Estevan  Gomez  on   that  of 

e  endeavours  of  these  navigators  to  discover 

^porthem  coast,  that  held  out  the  least  hope 

t  quarter,  were  in  vain. 

^  period,  the  idea  of  a  voyage  to  the  North 

t  suggested  by  Master  Robert  Thome,  of  Bristol, 

3  to  have  exhorted  King  Henry  VIII.  "with   very 

dsubstantial  reasons,  to  set  forth  a  discoverie,  even 

■^le."      Among  other  advantages  that  were  held 

'bablc  results,  was  the  discovery  of  a  shorter 
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At  loigtll  the  sun  ic-sppeftrt;  but  it  u  long  befera  his  bint 
mm)  liBgukl  beams  impart  madi  wuntb  to  the  dnuj  irsste. 
Gradually,  howeTer,  th«r  power  incraaaet ;  the  mow  begins 
to  tnelt,  the  ice  slowly  dissolves,  and  the  ocean  b  once  again 
•et  free.  The  tnassy  sheet  which  iu  aarfaee  lately  formed  it 
broken  into  a  thousand  fragments,  <tfTarioua  size  and  thick- 
ness :  these,  impelled  by  the  violenoe  of  winds  and  currents, 
are  dispeiwd  in  all  directions,  sometimes  merting  with  fearful 
shocks,  and  shiTeriDg  each  other  into  atoms.  This  disniptioD 
ot  the  ice  generally  happens  about  the  month  of  June  ;  and 
a  kw  ireeks  are  ocnnmonty  auffiaent  to  disperse  the  floating 
fidds. 

The  sea  is  at  last  open,  for  a  short  aod  dubious  interral,  to 
the  pursuits  of  the  adventurous  ■*i!"i«"  ;  but  the  navigation 
ia  accomplished  only  with  gnat  difficulty  to  Um,  and  at  the 
imminent  hssard  of  bis  bnng  crushed  by  these  floating  fields 
of  ice.  Another  obstacle,  not  less  fwmideble,  impedes  his 
progress  ;  namely,  the  icebergs,  or  insulated  mountuns  of  ice, 
which  float  like  lofty  towers  upon  the  ocean,  threatening  to 
overwhelm  with  instant  destruction  the  frail  bark  that  sails  be- 
neath. 1'hese  are  formed  by  the  congelation  of  the  fresh 
water  that  pours  annually  into  the  ocean,  and  are  collected 
along  the  indented  shores  and  in  the  deep  bays  enclosed  by 
precipitouB  rockt.  Every  successive  year  adds  to  their  nze, 
till  at  lengih,  by  the  action  of  their  own  accumulated  weight, 
and  undermining  of  the  sea,  the  enormous  blocks  are  broken 
ofi*,  and  precipitated  into  the  ocean  below.  These  mountains 
of  hard  and  perfect  ice  are  probably  the  gradual  production 
of  many  years.  Their  substance  is  clear,  compact,  and  solid ; 
and  'Jieir  tint  of  a  fine  green,  verging  to  blue.  Its  clearness 
is  generally  interrupted  by  numerous  small  aipbubbles  ;  but 
'  large  pieces  may  be  occasionally  obtained,  possessing  a  degree 
of  purity  and  tmnsparency,  equal  to  that  of  the  most  beauti- 
ful crystal.  Captain  Scoresby  states  that,  with  a  lump  of  ice, 
of  by  no  means  regular  convexi^,  used  as  a  burning  lens,  he 
has  fi«quenlly  burnt  wood,  flred  gunpowder,  melted  lead, 
and  lit  tba  sailon'  jnpei^  to  thor  gmt  Mtoniihment ;  the  ice 
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itidf  KBUumiigy^  in  the  mean  while,  tpiltt  firm  md  peHodd. 
The  salt-water  ice^  t>n  the  other  hancl»  is  porous,  inoompact,  mod 
only  iroperfectlj  transparent ;  and  is  annually  formed  and  de» 
stroyed.  The  appearance  of  a  numerous  oollecdon  of  icebergs  is 
described  as  interesting  in  the  extreme.  Abng  the  western 
coast  of  Greenland,  they  form  an  immense  rampart,  which  pre- 
sents to  the  mariner  a  sublime  spectacle,  resembling  al  a  distance 
whole  groups  of  churches,  mantling  castles,  or  fleets  under 
full  sail. 

The  first  navigator  whose  efforts  appear  to  have  inspired  a 
reasonable  hope  of  flnding  the  North-West  Passage,  was 
Caspar  de  Cortereal,  a  Portuguese,  who,  in  the  year  1500, 
discovered  the  country  called  Labrador.  Coasting  thence  to 
the  northward,  and  reaching,  the  wide  opening  of  Hudson's 
Strait,  he  conduded  that  he  had  found  the  so-much-deared 
passage  into  the  Padfic^  which  he  named  the  Strait  of 
Anian.  He  returned  to  Portugal  and  in  the  following  year 
embarked  on  a  second  expedition,  with  two  vessels  ;  but 
having  been  separated  from  his  consort  by  bad  weather,  he 
was  never  heard  of  more.  His  brother,  Michael  de  Cortereal, 
who  sidled  in  quest  of  him,  shared  a  similar  fate  ;  and  it  was 
only  the  positive  order  of  the  king,  Manuel,  which  restrained 
a  third  brother  from  continuing  the  fruitless  search.  The  two 
Cabotas  had  previously  engaged  in  the  same  enterprise  ;  but 
their  efforts  had  terminated  only  in  the  discovery  of  New- 
foundland. 

Cortereal  was  succeeded  by  Aubert  and  Jacques  Cartier 
on  the  part  of  France,  and  by  Estevan  Gomes  on  that  of 
Spain  ;  but  all  the  endeavours  of  these  navigators  to  discover 
any  opening  in  the  northern  coast,  that  held  out  the  least  hope 
of  a  passage  in  that  quarter,  were  in  vain. 

About  the  same  period,  the  idea  of  a  voyage  to  the  North 
Pole  was  first  suggested  by  Master  Robert  Thorne,  of  Bristol, 
who  18  said  to  have  exhorted  King  Henry  VIII.  *<  with  very 
weighty  and  substantial  reasons,  to  set  forth  a  discoverie,  even 
to  the  North  Pole.**  Among  other  advantages  that  were  held 
out  aa  the  probahia  results^  was  the  discoveiy  of  a  shorter 


puUfB  to  ChiH  ud  the  Kwt  India  i  'bift,.alllKMi^  an  ou 
pcdition  *■>  wot  out  for  thu  pujcpqfe,  Um  ppjccediagB  con- 
tucted  with  it  we  icarcel;  at  oil  kaoim.  Vlw  voyage  of 
f*  ??l«  7V/nt(t8  oNd.tAc  Minion"  to  dw  nordi-weat,  f<Jlowed 
ia  18SB,  but  without  any  furthin-  nucceM  :  aod  between  tlw 
;«■»  155S  and  1^50,  Sir  Hugh  Willoughb;,  Kichard 
Cbancelor,  and  Stephen  Buiough,  performed  three  several 
Toyagei  in  quest  of  a  Nortb-East  Faaaage,  but  could  not,  oft 
nccount  of  immenae  sboaU  of  ice,  proceed  further  than  the 
Stnut  of  Weigata. 

Notwilhslanding  the  failure  of  ae  swij  attempts,  the  belief 
tbat  America  was  to  be  pMsgd  sqmewhere  on  the  north-wett 
atUI  remained  unimpaired  amopg  the  merchanta  and  naviga- 
tors of  England,  and  was  supported  by  the  writings  of  the 
iDost  learned  men  in  the  nation.  Uodqr  the  auspices  of 
Queen  Elizabeth,  Mar^n  Frobisher  made  three  aucccGuve 
voyages,  in  157^  1S77,  and  1578  ;  but  hia  progress  was  ex- 
caedin^y  small.  Vet  their  promoters  wwe  still  ^sfied  "  of 
the  Jikelihood  of  the  discovery  of  the  North-Weit  Passage," 
and  they  accordingly  rewlved  on  a  new  expedition.  The 
conduct  of  this  was  intrusted  to  the  celebrated  John  Davis, 
who  in  15S5,  succeeded  in  passing  up  the  Strait,  which  now 
bears  his  name,  as  high  as  latitude  66*  4ff,  and  disoovered  the 
inlet  called  Cumberland  Strut,  He  performed  two  subsequent 
voyages  in  the  succeeding  two  years,  in  the  second  of  whitdi 
he  stood  sixty  leagues  up  Cumberland  Strait. 

No  further  attempt  was  made,  until  tlie  commencemrat  of 
tbe  seventeenth  century,  when  Gewge  We/moutb  departed 
qa  an  expedition,  fitted  out  at  the  joint  expense  of  the  Mus- 
covy and  Turkey  Companies  ;  but.lua  voyage  was  a  complete 
failure. 

In  the  years  1606. 1606,  and  1607,  the  Xing  of  Denmark 
despatched  Henry  Hall  three  several  times,  but  all  his  attempts 
were  fruitless. 

As  neither  tbe  passage  by  the  north-east,  nor  that  by  the 
■QttbfWest,  aeemed  now  to  bold  out  much  hc^  cf  success,  it 
was  seaolvcd  a^n.  to  .tiy  4be  nule  aonaa  the  North  Foie^ 
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Accordingly,  Henry  Hudsoit,  ail  ^pericnced  und  intref^  im. 
ni«n,  vfm  selected  for  this' enf«i^ri»e  ;  and  in  the  yeU- 1007^ 
he  set  tS.\  rrom  En);Iand,  Md  stood  directly  for  Hie  cut  eowt 
of  Greenland,  which  he  reached  in  latitude  78**  naming  the 
fttiint  HoJftMhHi^'t  thent<e' eOMinuing  ntnthiraifd  he  advan* 
ced  toab6utf  Idt)ttlde6'l%  «fiM  hcwoa eompellMl  bytheiMto 
return.  In  the  following  year  he  was  employed,  without 
iWccdM,  ^  March  Of  R'North-EMt  Passage  i  and' in  l€09,by 
tM  Ihttch,' in  an  exptAlition  of  very  dubious  otgect.-  In  iSitt 
he  embarked  on  his  last  and  fatal  voyage  onte  again  to  the 
Rorth*west#ard.  Keeping  to  the  westward,-  he  passed  the 
rtn&t  which  now  bears  his  name ;  but  soon  afterWaidbj  bis 
CTew  nAllinied,  and,  turning  him  adrid  in  a  boat,  abandobed 
hhn  to  a  misentblc  fzite. 

Sir  Thomas  Bntton  followed  next,  in  1^2,  and,  pasnng 
through  Hudson's  Strait,  reached  the  main  land  of  Atnetioi 
ii)  latitude  60*  40'.  Having  wintered,  he  advanced  as  high  ■■ 
latitude  65%  on  th*  cast  coast  of  Southampton  Island,  and 
returned  to  England  in  the  summer  of  1613. 

Robert  Bylot,  in  l6l5,  proeeed«d  about  hatf  a  d^retf 
ftirther  fforih,  and,  in  th«  following  yearv  embarked  witb- 
Baflln.'  to  exftnnne  the  tea  l^ii^  north  and  weat  of  D»n^ 
Strait.  In  this  voyage,  one  of  the  most  remark^e  and 
ifnportant  ever  ac»t)tnplished  in  the  saine  quarter  of  theglobe. 
they  traced  the  west  crast  of  Greenland  up  Davis*  Strait, 'aa- 
far  as  the  northern  extremity  of  die  sea  now  named  afW 
Baffin  ;  then,  turning  to  the  westward,  they  followed  it  round, 
lOid  descended  the  opponte  shores  to  the  sooth,  pas«ng,  in 
th«r  way,  several  large  openings,  which  thoy  n^rlecled  tfr 
examine,  apparency  assuming  them  to  be  merely  Sounds, 

Luke  Fox  followed  in  1631,  and  explored  Hudson's  Bay  : 
and,  in  1668,  Zachariah  Gillam  was  ^ent  out  by  Prince' 
Hupert,  to  examine  the  same  (juarter ;  and  ihe  resu  Its  of  tbirf 
voyage  appear  to  have  led  to  the  formation  of  the  Hudson's 
Ba|  Company. 

Nb'Ainber  attempts  wev^  made  on  the  waataradbM'ct 
AWttM,  tAtU  1b«  DRfotttnat*  vo^^  of  Kidgfat^  Barlow-,' 
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and  VMi^^twi,  im  1719.  oo  tlw  part  at  the  Hudwo't  Bay 
CoaipMiy,  ie  laanih  of  "  the  Stzait  of  Anian.  in  order  to 
diaeoTcr  gnld,  &&>  to  the  northward ;"  whcDt  of  two  ship* 
that  were  tent  out,  neither  rotumed. 

Jofan  Scroggi  was  lent  in  aearch  of  tbem  in  17SS,  but  ha 
tatunicd  without  aecompliahing  anj  thing  of  the  nnallest 
BDle. 

In  17S7,  ■  nmilart;  unuiooeuful  attonpl  waa  made  by  tha 
Hndaoa'a  Bay  Company,  at  the  luggaation  of  Mr.  Arthur 
Dobbs,  who  afterward!  prevailed  m  the  Government  to  sp* 
propciale  two  veM^s  for  this  servioe,  under  the  orders  of 
Captain  Middletoo,  who  left  England  in  1741,  and  wintered 
ia  Chardiill  River  ;  and,  in  the  summer  of  VHttt  proceeded 
up  Sir  Tlwmu  Rue's  Welcome  to  Wager  River,  and  sailed 
ntusd  what  is  called  Repulu  Bm/.  The  oflW  by  Parbament 
IB  174S,  of  a  reward  of  30,0002.  to  whomsoever  of  His 
liiyesty's  subjects  ^ould  discover  a  North-West  Passage 
through  Hudson's  Strait,  seemed  to  evince  that  the  public 
opinion  still  remained  deadedly  in  favour  of  its  practicability. 
A  aabacHplioo  of  10,OOOJL  was  entered  iatoi  and.  two  ships 
wen  tent  out.  b  1746,  under  CapUins  Moor  and  Snuth,  who 
ncrely,  however,  aeoertuned  that  Wager  River  was  a  deep 
bay  or  inlet 

,  On  die  failure  of  this  expeditionf  the  public  ardour  seems 
In  have  been  somewhat  damped  ;  and,  for  nearly  thirty  years, 
no  attempt  at  northern  discovery  by  sea  was  made,  nther  by 
the  government  or  by  private  individuals ;  but,  in  1772, 
Samuel  Heame  accomplished  a  land-joumey  from  the  Prince 
of  Wales*s  t^'ort,  Hudion^s  Bay,  to  the  termination  of  the 
O^jper-nine  Uiver,  in  the  Arctic  Sen. 

About  the  same  Ume,  the  question  of  the  practicability  of 
ai^machtng  the  North  Pole  was  revived  by  the  Hon.  Daines 
Bttrington,  who  presented  to  the  Royal  Society  a  scries  of 
papna  on  the  subject,  which  induced  the  President  and 
Conndl  to  apply  to  the  Earl  of  Sandwich,  then  First  Lord  of 
tta  Admiral^,  to  obtun  Hia  Migesty^s  laootioa  fca-  the  fitdng 
oyt  an  cxpecKtkn  Ux  that  service^    The  propoaa)  maating 
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whhtbeaoantenaiMeorbuMigetty,  twoibip«,  the  Amt-Aotw 
gad  ths  Caresie  bombi,  were  equipped  MeoMfingly ;  tiw ' 
fertnf  r  under  the  orders  of  Captun  Comtaotine  John  Phtp^ 
(afterwards  Lord  Mulgrare,)  wbo  wm  af^xrinted' cemBiander 
of  the  npedition  ;  the  Utler  under  these  of  Captais  Skafflo^ 
ton  Lotwidge.  They  sailed  from  the  Nore  od  the  lOtb  of 
June,  1778,  and  on  the  cTening  of  tbe  fi7th,  reached  the 
latitude  of  the  south  part  of  SfMtibergen.  On  the  fftb  of 
July,  diey  fell  in  with  the  mun  body  of  tbe  ice,  wbidi  stretehea 
across  from  Sptzbergen  to  Greenland,  and  commenced  look- 
ing (br  an  opemng  by  which  they  might  pass  through,  as 
rehted  in  the  narratiTe  given  in  thn  wn-k,  Tbe  ica  waa 
examined,  from  east  to  west,  for  above  ten  degnet,  bttt  wUb^ 
out  success  ;  and  Captain  Fhippa  now  "  began  to  eonoMM^ 
that  the  ice  was  one  compact  impenetrable  body." 

The  ill  success  of  this  attempt  did  not  cause  the  bcpei  o£ 
discovering  a  northern  navigable  communication  between  tba 
Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans,  to  be  abandoned.  The  Act  of 
Parliament,  granting  the  reward  of  80,000/.,  was  altoed  so  aa 
to  include  his  Majesty's  ships,  and  to  extend  the  condition  at 
a  pasBage  through  Hudson's  Bay,  to  that  of  every  novtbem 
passage  ;  and  a  sum  of  BOOOt.  was  also  awarded  to  nny  ship 
that  approached  within  one  dq^ree  of  the  North  Pole. 

In  1776,  lieuteDaot  PickersgiU  was  sent  in  tbe  brig  Uon 
to  examine  the  western  shores  of  Baffin'a  Bay  ;  but  the  rtsiUt 
was  unsuccessful. 

In  the  following  year  the  same  vesul  was  despatched,-  undev 
Lieutenant  Walter  Young,  m  a  similar  service,  and  also  to 
examine  the  practjealality  of  a  pasasge  into  tbe  Paofiq  inths 
hope  of  meeting  Captain  Cook,  who  was  expected'  to  be  aboot 
that  time  engaged  in  attempting  to  pass  from  the  Paofie  into 
tbe  Atlantic  ;  but  be  xetumed  without  having  anotnpliafaad 
any  thing. 

llie  narrative  of  Heime,  whose  joomey  down  tbe  CoppO. 

mine  Biver  to  tba  Arctio  Sea,  we  have  abttdf  MratiMedf 

was  long  rtg/udod  with  misttifst ;  but  a  nmilar  a(ftditia*t 

aDdertaieo  by  Alexanda  UackcBiit,  in  1789^  is  wbieh  kt 

4X 
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dMMnded'lbe  rinr  that  now  bean  hh  name,  and  mcbed  tb« 
Antic  OcMD,  oonsklereblj  to  the  westwaid  of  tbe  point  at 
«)rich  Hcanie  amTed,  wrved  to  give  artnmgci  appeanuice 
of  trutli  to  this  latter  IraTeller's  statemetiti,  and,  by  pnmDg 
thv  caiiiteiie*  of  a  «a  to  tbe  north  of  America,  to  incrcaae  the 
probability  of  a  North-Wert  Panag&  But  the  lon^  and 
JiiMTiniia  war  wfaidi  aoon  aftenrardi  convulaed  the  whole  of 
Kirope,  directed  the  skill  and  rcaowcei  o[  the  nation  into 
iMtbtr  chamel,  and  put  an  •ffcotiial  ttap  to  the  progrew  of 
iMndiera  discoTeTy. 

'  No  tooner,  howvrer,  bad  peace  been  rcitored,  than  tbe 
■tteation  of  tbe  British  Goremment  was  ^ain  drawn  to  ibia 
long  agitated  qaestion,  Tbe  poisibiltty  of  cfiecting  a  North- 
West  Panoge,  became  onct  more  a  fruitful  aource  of  drixt^ 
■ad  was  difcuwec!  with  a  keenness,  and  a  regard  to  the  results 
of  fbnnei*  experience,  in  estimating  the  probability  of  its 
iuccess,  that  had  rarely  been  erinced  befora.  The  reasons 
■Msgned  in  its  favour  were  many  and  cedent.  A  peqietual 
florrent  setting  down  from  tbe  nwthward,  along  the  eastern 
ihoE«a  of  America  and  the  western  coast  of  Greenland,  was 
said  to  affiird  a  strong  jHvsumptim,  that  between  Davis* 
Stnut  and  the  Great  Pc^ar  Basin,  there  was  an  uninterrupted 
communicKtion.  The  vast  quantities  of  drifl-wood  floated 
down  by  this  current,  whose  appeusDoe  frequently  indicated 
diat  it  had  recently  been  in  a  gromi^j  state,  and  in  a  warmer 
dimate,  and  whose  substance  denoted  tbe  produce  of  milder 
htitudet}  was  adduced  as  another  powerfiil  argument  to  tbe 
nine  effect.  A  third,  on  which  equal  stress  was  laid,  was 
derived  from  the  fact,  welt  known  to  those  engaged  in  the 
Greenland  flriieries,  that  whales,  which  had  been  harpooned 
in  dw  Spiubergen  Seas  and  Davis'  Strait,  have  been  caught 
ia  the  Facifie  Ocean,  on  the  western  coast  of  America.  The 
genend  trending  of  the  northern  coast  of  that  continent,  as  iiw 
dicatedbytfceAreepointsthenknown,  Icy  Cape,  andthe  mouths 
flf'  Ihe  Bfaekenne  and  Copper>mine  Riven  t  the  testimony  of 
mm  ■tiw  IifliaH  maps  ;  andthe  oecotrenee,  in  Gtceniand, 
efn  apniMcflMiUi,  wMth  bkd  aever  been  Awpd  in  AnarieB; 
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w«re  all  regarded  as  addilimul  groimda  of  th«  nine  iit^ 
positioa. 

The  <fiuppearance  of  a  targe  quantity  of  ioe  from  the 
Arctic  B«gion>,  and  the  removal  of  the  icy  barrier  which  wm 
•tipposed  to  have,  for  four  centuries,  blocked  up  the  eaateni 
cneat  of  Greenland,  seemed  to  present  an  opportunity  pecnli* 
arly  favourable  f<w  the  retumption  of  those  labours  which.had 
been  interrupted  only  by  the  political  disturbances  of  Eurt^. 
It  was  resolved,  therefore,  that  two  distinct  expeditions  abould 
be  fitted  out  and  despatched  ;  the  one  to  proceed  up  Davis' 
Strait,  for  a  considerable  distance  to  the  northward,  and  then, 
rounding  the  north-east  pdat  of  the  continent  uf  America,. to 
hold  a  westerly  course,  with  the  view  trf  reaching  Behring*! 
Strut ;  the  other,  to  proceed  in  a  direction  as  due  north  m 
might  be  found  pracGcabte,  through  the  Spitsbergen  Sea^ 
and,  in  the  event  of  finding  an  open  Polar  Basin,  to  pass  across 
the  Pole,  and  make  for  Behring's  Strait,  also. 

'Accordingly,  four  merchant-ships  were  hired  and  cotainis. 
Honed  fur  this  purpose;  two  of  which,  the  Isabella,  of  S86  tons, 
commanded  by  Captain  John  Ross,  and  the  JiexondtTy  of 
S52i-  tons,  by  Lieutenant  William  Edward  Parry,  were 
destined  for  the  North-west  Passage ;  and  the  remaining  two^ 
the  Dorothea,  of  S8S  tons,  commanded  by  Captain  David 
Buchan,  and  tlie  Trent,  of  S49^  tons,  by  Lieutenant  John 
Franklin,  for  the  Polar  route. 

Thc^e  vessels,  having  been  most  completely  repaired  and 
strengthened,  so  ns  to  enable  them  the  better  to  resist  the  pres- 
sure of  the  ice,  ami  having  been  fitted  withstores  of  every 
description  for  two  years,  dropped  down  the  river  on  the  IBth 
of  April,  1818,  and  started  for  their  respective  destinations, 
with  the  most  sanguine  antiripations  of  success  on  the  part  of 
all  on  board,  and  with  a  confident  expectation  of  obtainti^ 
the  reward  which  the  munificence  of  Parliament  held  out  to 
ihem,  in  the  event  of  a  fortunate  Issue.  Early  however^  it 
the  month  of  October,  the  expedidon  under  Captain  Bnchai 
had  returned  unsuccessful.  The  ships  under  his  oomnuBid 
had  proceeded  lo  about  latitude  80*  SO*,  when  they  wen  oveh 
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-Ivlwa.bjr  R  tremendoua  gde,  wfahfa  dmrc  than  lUnct  Into  tli« 
ioc^  and  so  disabled  the  Dorothea,  m  to  rmder  it  Dcceaury  for 
Iwr  to  be  lent  home ;  and,  aa  aba  waa  dnmad  oBHfe  to  pro- 
oaad  done,  Uw  Trtxt  waa  obliged  to  ■ecompanj  her.  The 
iaaiw  of  the  expedition  under  Captdn  Boat  hn  been  already 


Banng  aufficiendy  prored  the  futilil;  of  attempting  s  ncalb- 
jnat  paaaage  by  the  way  of  Hudaon'i  Bay,  the  moBt  likely 
XDut  of  aucceeding  appeared  to  Captain  Fany  to  be  through 
Prince  Begent'a  Inlet,  which  ruamng  to  the  aoulh-west,  if 
obliquely  opeiwd  by  the  current  round  the  North  of  America ; 
accordingly  a  third  expedition  waa  fitted  out»  oontisting  of  the 
same  ahipa,  and  seariy  the  MOie  officoa  and  men,  and  wu  in- 
tniated  to  Captain  Fairy. 

Iq  order  to  co-operate  with  this  expedition,  Captain  Lyon 
VBB  dispatched  from  England  in  3824,  as  stated  in  the  pre- 
ceding part  of  this  work,  with  the  Griper  ;  directed  to 
winter  in  Repulse  Bay,  and  in  the  spring  of  1826  to  proceed 
with  a  snail  party  to  the  iKntfaem  Aorea  of  America  ;  but 
through  bad  weather  he  was  cognpelled  to  return. 

Captain  Henry  FaUos  Ht^pner  wan  apptnnted  to  the 
Furyj  and  the  William  Harris  transport,  Leiuteuant  Frit- 
chaid  WM  to  acoompony  them,  with  a  p(»tion  of  stores  to  be 
delivered  over  to  the  above  ships  on  arriving  at  Davis's  Strait. 

In  most  respects  the  equipments  were  nmJlar  to  the  last, 
Sylvester's  warming  stove  was  placed  in  the  very  bottom  of  the 
ships  holds,  and  the  flues  which  passed  through  the  cabins  of 
the  Officers  ran  nearly  dose  to  the  ships  udes. 

In  preparing  the  equipment  the  ships  were  frequently  visit- 
ed by  Sir  Thutnas  Byam  Martin,  the  Comptroller  of  the  navy, 
by  Lord  Melville,  and  other  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 

Early  in  May  they  were  ready  to  proceed,  and  the  follow. 
ing  is  a  statement  of  th«  Offioen  ke.  who  Hailed  on  boaid  tbt 
twosbiM 
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On  board  ihe  Hecla. 

Capt.  William  Edward  Parry,   •  •  •  •  Commander. 

John  Land  Wynn,  Joseph  Sherer,!      . 

•  a         -r^    ^  r    L^ieuienancs* 

Henry Fo6ter,  •••••• J 

Samuel  Nail  M.  D«    Surgeon. 

William  Hanrey  Hooper,   Purser. 

William  Rowland, Assistant  Surgeon. 

John    Brunton^    Francis    K.   M.*] 

Crozier,    Charirs     Richards,  \  Midshipmen, 

Horatio  Nelson    Head,   ....J 

James  Harrison,  •  •  •  •  • #•••••  Olerk. 

John  Brothers,     • Gunner. 

William  Smith,     •  • Boatswain. 

George  Fiddis,     Carpenter. 

John  Allison,    « Greenland  Master- 
George  Champion, Ditto  Mate. 

Other  Officers  and  seamen  45. 

On  board  the  Fury. 

Capt  Henry  Perkins  Hoppner,  ••  Commander. 

Horatio   Thomas   Austin,  James  1    «..     ^ 

^,    ,  -,  \  Lieutenants. 

Clark  Ross,  • J 

Allan  M*  Laren,     •  •  Surgeon. 

James  Halse, Purser. 

Thomas  Bell,  •  • Assistant  Surgeon* 

Berkley Westropp, Charles  Crump!    .-.,  ,. 

Waller,  Edward  Bird.     • . . .  j  ^ 

William  Mogg, Clerk. 

James  More, • Gunner. 

William  Wcntworth, ••••   Boatswain. 

Charles  Purfer, Carpent-^  • 

George  Crawford,  • Greenland  Master. 

Thomas  Donaldson,   Ditto  Mate. 

Other  Officers  and  seamen  45. 

.    The  iuUowing  instructions  were  issued  to  Captain  Parrj 
by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty. 


TffS  fib»t's  tiiikd  roTAai 

Btf  iht  CommUtiontTt  for  executing  tht  office  of  Lord  Sigh 
Admiral  qf  the  UuiUd  kingdom  of  Gntd  Brilam  and  Irt- 

tand^c  .    — 

•■■  lAird  Viicount  Melville  harinf;  commaiucatea  to  the  King 
die  proceedings  of  the  late  expedhidn  iato  the  Arctic  Seu, 
rad  Bi>  Majesty  having  been  f^doualj  pleased  to  express 
fail  commands,  that  another  expedition  should  be  fitted  out, 
fbrtfae  purpose  of  pursuing  the  attempt  to  disco%'er  a  passage 
br  sea  between  the  Atlantic  and  Padfic  oceans,  and  ascertmn* 
bg  the  geography  of  the  Nortbern  boundaries  of  the  American 
eontinenL 

We  have  thought  proper  to  appcnnt  you  to  tlie  command 
of  the  expedition,  and  you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to 
put  to  sea  in  His  Majesty's  ship  Hecia,  under  your  command, 
vtth  His  Majesty's  sliip  Fury,  whose  Commander  has  been 
placed  under  your  orders,  and  taking  with  you  the  Willisrn 
Harris  transport,  which  the  Navy  Board  has  been  directed 
to  place  at  your  disposal,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  a  pro. 
portion  of  your  proviuons  and  stores  across  the  Atlantic ;  you 
ve  to  proceed,  as  quickly  as  may  be  connstent  with  a  due 
care  not  to  part  company  lip  Davia's  Strain  and  having  arrio 
Ted  at  the  latitude  in  which  you  may  thinh  it  advisable  to 
Croat  over  the  western  nde  of  that  Strut,  you  will  take  the 
first  favourable  opportunity  of  clearing  the  transport  of  tha 
•tores  and  provisions  with  which  she  is  charged,  f(»  the  use  of 
die  expedition,  and  having  so  done,  you  are  to  send  the  trans- 
port back  to  England,  bo  na  to  prevent  her  incurring  any 
danger  from  the  ice,  reporting  by  that  opportunity,  your  pro- 
ceedings to  our  Secretary,  for  our  information,  and  then  making 
the  best  of  your  way  with  his  Mi^esty's  Ships  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  your  order*. 

The  experience  of  your  former  voyages,  seems  to  prove 
that  the  two  channels  which  aJIbrd  the  most  reasonable  pros-' 
pect  of  a  passage  for  the  ships  into  the  sea,  which  bounds  the 
north  coast  of  America,  are  that  round  Cockbum's  Island, 
near  whidi  your  last  voyage  terminated,  and  Prince  Regent'i 
Inlet,  which  you  discovered  in  your  fomer. 
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Sercnl  eonaidentions,  but  particularly  the  otwtacles  which 
you  found  in  Prince  Regeot'a  Inlet  in  1819,  migfat  lisve  indu- 
ced U9  to  give  the  preference  to  the  attempt  to  make  a  passage 
lound  Cockbum's  Island,  but  the  strong  opinion  which  you 
have  conveyed  to  us  in  favour  of  the  attempt  through  Frioce 
Regent's  Inlet,  the  confident  hope  which  you  express  that  lb« 
ice  which,  at  the  period  of  the  year  in  which  you  riuted  ttv 
inlet,  obstructed  your  passage,  was  likely  to  be  removed  by 
circumstances  of  season  and  weather,  within  the  navigable 
part  of  the  year,  and  the  confidence  which  we  are  Justified  io 
placing  in  your  judgment  end  experience,  determine  us  to 
authorize  and  direct  you  to  pursue  the  course  which  you  con- 
sider the  most  promising,  namely,  through  Prince  Regent's 
Inlet  You  will  therefore,  after  yoii  have  dispatched  tha 
transport  home,  malce  the  best  of  your  way  to  Lancaster 
Sound,  and  proceeding  through  Barrow's  Strait,  endeavour  to 
make  through  Prince  Regent's  Inlet,  your  passage  into  the 
Sea  which  bounda  the  Continent,  and  thence  westward  to  the 
Pacific. 

Should  you  succeed,  in  this  first  attempt  of  posnng  througb 
Prince  Regent^  Inlet,  it  is  probable,  from  what  has  beea 
already  discovered  of  these  parts,  that  you  may  find  different 
courses  opening  to  you ;  the  deddon  as  to  that  most  likely 
to  conduce  to  the  objects  of  the  expedition,  must  be  referred 
to  your  own  judgment,  on  a  view  of  the  existing  circum- 
stances  of  your  own  former  proceedings,  of  the  discoveries  of 
Captain  Franklin  (with  a  copy  of  whose  account  of  his  pn>. 
ceedings  you  are  furnished)  at  the  mouth  and  to  the  eastward, 
of  the  Copper-mine  River. 

If  you  should  be  so  successful  as  to  find  a  practicable  pas> 
sage  down  to  the  coast  of  America,  you  arc  to  make  the  best 
of  your  way  in  accomplishing  the  main  object  of  the  expedi- 
tion, without  stopping  to  examine  thnt  coast,  or  for  any  other 
otgecl  not  of  imperious  unpwtance  ;  but  whenever  the  ahips^ 
may  be  cheeked  in  thor  progress  by  the  ioe,  <»:  unavcndiUib 
rircumttancea,  you  will  take  every  opportuni^  of  examining 
the  coasts  and  islands  io  the  n^^bouriwod,  and  <^  making 
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ARaKfiilabMnrationtrdatiBf  tstbttn.  HuM^ettj'sgoTfln- 
nent  kmog  ii^xiiiited  two  land  Apedidona  fat  ttpknii^  th* 
Nbrth  coa*t  of  America,  tbs  one  under  Cspbtin  Ljon,  to  ph>- 
Mcd  froni  Bepnlie  Bay  wraaB  the  lAhnliB  towwda  Atfcolec^ 
and  thence  along  the  eoait  towsrdt  Coppev-mine  RiTer,  th^ 
oUier,  tmder  Captnn  Ftanklin,  to  proceed  rrom  HBckeniie^l 
BiTcr,  to  the  Icy  Cape,  it  woald  be  defirrf)lc^  if  you  riMnld 
nadi  any  part  of  the  oosst,  that  yoa  should  mark  your  pnW 
gms  by  erecting  flag^taffk  on  a  few  of  the  most  dutinguish- 
tfbla  pants,  which  you  may  auccesnvely  vint,  aod  you  an 
Mbury  at  the  fixit  of  the  fiag-stofls  such  proportioa  Had  Had 
of  fvonnoDS  n  you  nuy  diink  adviaaUe.  And  a>  it  is  po«- 
bla  that  tlw  flag  staff  may  be  nemored  by  natives,  you  should 
nhntxiod  K  by  a  pila  of  stones,  conspicuous  from  some  point 
of  dieihorc^  which  may  guide  th«  Land  expeditiona  to  tba 
depots  ther*  lefU 

It  is  unneeessary  to  give  yon  any  detiulcd  directioDa  as  to  the 
concert  of  signals  withthena,  as  you  have  informed  us  that  you 
have  made  arrangements  of  that  nature  with  Captains  Lyon 
■hd  FnnkRn,  respectively;  and  if  yon  should  meet  with 
these  ofiiicei«T  or  tiieir  parties,  and  that  they  should  bedenr- 
ous  of  coming  on  board,  you  are  to  necava  them,  bearing 
them  ae  Supernumeraries 

Should  you  kap[Mly  reach  the  Padfic,  you  are  to  proceed  to 
KaaMcfaataka,  for  die  purpose  of  delivcsing  to  the  Roman 
Aovemor  duplicates  of  the  journals  and  other  dociimenu 
which  tha  passage  may  have  supplied,  with  a  request  that 
they  may  be  forwarded  over  land  to  SL  Petenburgh,  to  bo 
oonveyed  from  thence  to  London.  From  Kamschalska,  you 
wiU  proceed  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  or  Canton,  or  SDch 
othar  place  as  you  may  think  proper,  to  nSt  the  ships  and  i1s> 
frail  the  crewt ;  and  t^  during  your  stay  at  sn^  place,  a 
nfb  i^q>ortuiuty  should  occur  of  aending  papers  to  fii^laDd, 
yon  should  send  duplicates  by  audi  oouvcyanoe.  And  after 
hnil^  Kitted  and  rcfrcdied,  yen  see  to  lone  no  tina  in  t«> 
taming  10  Bnglaod,  hj  ntk  mytaMyoo  miy.dnnn«a 


-  so  tarn  waxH  wolm.:  1K)9' 

it  nuLy  bappa»  tfaiM  tout  pngftm  alnog  th«  Ncudi.  tdut 
«f  Um  ^Imericu  ooDtinmt  may  be*low  uto  i«>derit.dc«rt 
«bie-  that^  if  jon  should  not  be  able  to  acccasidiib  To^r  pah 
wtgB,  iota  the  FuiGo  eirlicr  than  lh«  sutuma  of  IBS/t^  yoq; 
riiould  be  oaniied  of  fintUng  a  depot  of  pronnonaaktbak 
period  in  the  moat  adrviced  aituation  to  whioh  they  cas  n&)^ 
be  coaveyad.  In  the  event,  tbeo,  of  our  nvt  ncening  fronl 
yfltt  SQch  intcHigenoe  at  nay  render  Uw  measure  ooDeceaiaiy, 
we  aball,  about  the  cloae  c€  the  year  iBStB^  direct  the  Con* 
nuoder  in  chief  on  the  iouth  Apwrican  atatioa,  to  dli^tdi 
•  Tesael  with  a  supply  of  proTiaiona  and  atorei^  so  aa  to  b* 
at  Bebring'k  StraiU  about  Aogustor  Septembn  18S7.  That 
Cosamander  of  diis  .vesael  will  be  directed  to  malu  the  bMi 
of  hia  way  round  Capa  Frince  of  Wales,  where  he  oMg^ 
cotpect,  aa  ••  are  infonDed,  to  find  an  inlet  in  latitude  6Bt; 
80*,  in  which  CaptMO  Kotzebue  is  stated  to  have  foiuid 
anehorqe  afiiw  years  ttnoek  He  will  be  directed  to  lie  in  thai 
MKhorag^  or  in  the  nearest  good  anchwage  he  may  find  io  thai 
latitude,  and  be  will  be  ordered  to  erect,  in  the  most  proiBh 
ncnt  aitd  vinble  situatioii,  a  fla^4taff  for  your  dinotian,  Ab 
it  is  posnblo  that  you'may  tou<di  at  the  Sandwich  lBland% 
thii  Officer  will  be  dipceted  to  call  at  Owhyhee,  in  ordcf 
that,  if  you  should  have  passed  to  the  southward,  he  ouf^ 
net  be  put  to  the  iooonTimience  of  going  on  to  Cape  Frince  of 
Wales :  and  this  afibrds  a  reason  of  preferenee  &»  jmtt 
teadung  at  Owhyhee.  And  you  on  your  part,  ifyou^mul^. 
first  rsaefa  the  net^boarbood  of  Captain  Kotsabue^a  aothati^ 
age,  should  creot  a  flaf«taff,  or  a  ipHe  of  atonea,  in  ion* 
Gon^icuous  place,  and  bury  a  bottle  with  a  paper  whiofa  in^ 
acquaint  the  sud  oflker  of  your  havii^  passed.  Thia  naael 
will  be  directed  Io  remain  -  in  that  neigbboarhoad  aa  long  ta 
the  autumn  of  1887  ae  the  season  mil  admit  t  nnd  wheaab* 
is  flUiged  to  leave  i^  her  oommander  wilt  bury,  nndcrapUa 
ctf  stones,  in  aone  eanapiraana' place,  directions  whete  yM 
may  find  A  depot  of  iimrii'siiw,  of  mxk  spcciea  aa  he  BM^ 
jlid«e  likely  to  ha  mfewafiiL  to  |Mir«dtbiiha«i^tai 
able  to  spare. 

4T 
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:  <Wb«Wf«r  tbe wemaa  iball be  ao fiuradntuMd  «■-  to  make 
it«BMfet»aftngale  the  shtpi,  on  ■ooount  of  tbB.l0i^  nightft 
llifngMtiD,  udtbcMftbeingimpuMblesii  amHintofici^ 
jBO*ro,if  70U  aboukl  have  to  far  Adraiteed  M  to  pramd  your 
ntam  to  England,  to  use  jour  baat  cndeaToun  to  duoEnrcr  a 
riMlttred  and  Mfe  ancbongc^  where  the  ihipi  may  be  placed 
ftr  tba  winter,  taking  nicfa  nM«HU«a  for  the  health  and  oom- 
fiwt  of  the  people  under  your  oommaDd,  aa  Um  aiateriali  with 
wUdi  you  are  aupplied  for  hotuiog  tbe  ahipt^or  hutting  tbe 
■en  oB  shore,  may  enable  you  to  do.  And  when  you  find  it 
capadient  to  reaort  to  thia  meaaure,  if  you  ehould  meet  with 
any  tnb^tants,' either  Eaquimauz  or  Indiana,  near  the  plaoe 
where  you  wtnta,  you  are  to  eode«TOur,  fay  every  means  in 
jour  power,  to  cultivate  a  friendship  with  tbain,  by  making 
tfMm  piesentB  of  roch  articles  aa  you  may .  be  aopplied  wi^ 
and  which  may  be  useful  or  agreeable  to  them  ;  you  will 
however  take  care  not  to  suffer  youraelf  to  ba  surpnaed  by 
any  attack  from  them,  but  use  every  precaution,  and  be  oon- 
•iantly  on  your  guard  against  any  boetili^. ,  .  Yon  wiU  en. 
deavour  to  prevail  m  them  by  such  rewud,  and  to  be  paid 
in  sach  manner  as  you  may  tiiink  beat  to  answer  tbe  purpose 
Id  the  event  of  your  making  progress  to  the  westward,  to 
cany  to  any  of  the  settlements  of  tbe  Hudson''s  Bay  Company 
an  account  of  your  situation  and  prooeediags  ;  with  an  urgent 
Ktjuest  that  it  may  be  forwarded  to  England  with  the  utmoat 
pDsrible  dispatch.  If  you  should,  oq  your  arrival  at  Prinee 
Scgent>  Inlet,  find  the  passage  impracticable,  you  are  at 
liberty  either  to  seek  any  other  opening  in  that  quarter,  or  ts 
wwt  in  the  Inlet  for  any  change  in  the  atate  of  the  ice  which 
joa  may  have  reaaon  to  expect ;  but  ifyourexpectationsinthia 
jtarticuUr  should  be  disBpptMnted,  and  if  you  find  yourself  un- 
able, during  the  favourable  aeaaon,  to  effect  a  passage  to  the 
,  ioathward  and  westward,  it  is  evident  that  nothing  can  be  gaii»> 
'«dbywinteringinantuationwlDchmayinanyyearbo  reached 
trom  England  before  tbe  pamge  can  be  praeticMble ;  and  we 
tlM«A>l««iid«r  and  disaet  dut  jm  do  aqt^  undar  Boeh  QRiMw. 


TO   THE   KOETH    FOLI.  711 

stances  attempt  to  winter  out,  but  that  if  you  fitid  your- 
self  prevented  from  proceeding,  with  some  prospect  of  ulti** 
mate  success  further  in  that  dirtoion  than  has  been  already 
explored,  you  are  to  take  care  to  ensure  your  return  to  Eng^ 
land  at  the  end  of  the  present  season.  We  deem  it  right  tx 
caution  you  against  suffering  the  two  vessels  placed  under 
your  orders  to  separate,  except  in  the  event  of  accident  m^ 
unavoidable  necessity ;  and  wje  desire  you  to  keep  up  the 
most  unreserved  communications  with  the  Commander  of  the 
Fury,  placing  in  him  every  proper  confidence,  and  acquainting 
him  with  your  views  and  intentions,  from  time  to  time,  in  tlia 
execution  of  them,  that  the  service  may  have  the  full  benefit  of 
your  united  efforts,  and  that,  in  the  event  of  unavoidable  separa- 
tion, or  of  any  accident  to  yourself.  Captain  Hoppner  may 
have  the  advantage  of  knowing  up  to  the  latest  period,  all 
your  ideas  and  intentions  relative  to  a  satisfactory  completion 
of  the  undertaking. 

We  also  recommend  that  as  frequent  an  exchange  take 
place  as  conveniently  may  be,  of  the  observations  made  in  the 
two  ships,  that  any  discovery  made  by  the  one,  be,  as  quickly 
as  possible,  communicated  for  the  advantage  and  guidance  of 
the  other,  and  to  increase  the  chance  of  the  observations  of 
both  being  preserved.  We  have  caused  a  great  variety  of 
valuable  instruments  to  be  put  on  board  of  the  ships  under 
your  orders,  of  which  you  will  be  furnished  with  a  list,  and 
for  the  return  of  which  you  will  be  held  responsible  ;  and  we 
Iiave  appointed  Lieutenant  Foster,  as  assistant  surveyor^  an 
ofiicer  will  skilled  in  Astronomy,  Mathematics,  and  various 
branches  of  knowledge,  to  assist  you  in  making  such  observa- 
tions and  experiments  as  may  tend  to  the  improvement  of 
geography  and  navigation,  and  the  advancement  of  science  in 
general.  We  deem  it  unnecessary  to  specify  these  object^  a 
detail  of  which  you  have  already  been  fumislied  with,  in  our 
instruct ioDs  for  your  guidance  in  your  late  Expctlitions,  and 
to  which  vre  refe  you  ;  not  doubting  from  ibe  aeal  and  ability 
with  which  yo<    iave   conducted  tht  former  Expeditions, 
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Aat  you  viU  on  this  be  cqvally  diligeot  in  ndlwitiiig  iafiinna- 
tioB  younelf  t  and  you  wiU.impmi  on  iht  nundB  of  Csptua 
Qsf^mer  and  all  the  officsra under  your  ooniiMiid,  tbeimpor- 
Scoee  and  necemty  of  etch  rMpectivdy  using  hJB  bart  eurtioat 
to  promote  the  several  Bdentific  (Ejects  of  tba  Expeditioo. 
•  .'Fffom  explain  Hoppner  ve  ban  ever^  reaBon  to  expect 
dsawinga  of  the  land,  of  nativei,  and  their  varioua  implemenu, 
aod  of  otgeclB  of  Natural  History;  in  vhiclt  be  wiH  be  assiBted 
by  Mr.  Head,  who  baa  received  an  app(»ntment  n  Adminlty 
MidBbipman,  prindpallj  with  this  viev.  You  are  to  di- 
nct  Lieutenant  Foster  to  be  partieubuly  careful  to  keep 
«n  accurate  register  of  all  the  obaenadons  that  s'.mll  be  mude 
in  the  same  fonn,  and  according  to  the  same  arrangement, 
that  were  followed  by  Captain  Sabine  and  Mr.  Hther,  on 
(he  late  Tojages,  and  you  are  to  place  in  the  charge  of  Lien^ 
Vnant  Fosterlheseveral  chronometers,  with  which  you  barebcen 
supplied  fur  the  Hecla.  You  are  to  avail  yourself  of  every  op- 
postunity  of  culleaing  and  preserving  specimeniof  such  objects 
of  Natural  History  as  may  be  new,  rare,  or  interesting  ;  and 
you  are  to  instruct  Captain  Hoppner,  and  all  the  other 
officers,  to  use  their  bent  diligence  in  increasing  the  cullectiiKis 
in  each  ship ;  tba  whole  of  which  must  be  understood  to  be- 
IcMig  to  the  public.  The  knowledge  wluch  Doctor  Nevill, 
iurgeon  of  the  Hecla,  bos  been  represented  to  us  to  possess 
in  this  department  of  sdence,  will  be  of  material  service  to  you 
io  .arranging  the  collections  of,  and  making  notes  upcm,  the 
various  objects  of  Natural  History  :  In  the  event  of  any  ir- 
nparable  aoddent  bi4>pening  to  cither  of  the  two  sbipa,  you 
«te  to  cause  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  disabled  ship  to  be 
removed  into  the  other,  and  with  her  singly  to  proceed  in 
prosecution  of  the  voyage,  or  return  to  England,  according  as 
circumstances  shall  appear  to  require  ;  understanding  tbat 
the  officers  and  crews  of  both  ships,  are  hereby  authorized  and 
requested  to  continue  to  perform  their  duties,  according  to 
their  respective  ranks  and  sUtions,  on  board  either  ship  to 
wUeb  they  way  be  to  itowrcd.    Should  unfortuniMely  your 
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own  ship  be  the  one  disabled,  you  are,  in  that  case,  to  take 
the  command  of  the  Fury,  and,  in  the  event  of  any  fatal 
accident  happening  to  yourHelf,  Captain  Hoppner  is  hereby 
authorized  to  take  the  command  of  the  Expedition,  either  on 
Ixiard  the  Hecla  or  Fury,  as  be  may  prefer,  placing  the  officer 
who  may  then  be  next  in  seniority  to  him,  in  command  of  the 
second  ship  ;  also  in  the  event  of  your  own  inability,  by  sick- 
ness or  otherwise,  at  any  peiiod  of  this  service,  to  continue  to 
carry  these  instructions  into  execution,  you  are  to  transfer 
them  to  Captain  Hoppner,  or  txi  the  surviving  officer  then  next 
in  command  to  you,  who  is  hereoy  required  to  execute  them  in 
the  best  manner  he  can,  for  the  attainment  of  the  several 
objects  in  view. 

In  the  event  of  England  becoming  involved  in  hostilities 
with  any  power  during  your  absence,  you  are  nevertheless 
clearly  to  understand  that  you  are  not  on  any  account  to 
commit  any  hostile  act  whatsoever  ;  the  Expedition  under 
your  orders,  being  only  intended  for  the  purposes  of  discovery 
and  science,  and  it  being  the  practice  of  all  civilized  nations 
to  consider  vessels  so  employed  as  excluded  from  the  opera- 
tions of  war  ;  and  confiding  in  this  general  feeling,  we  should 
expect  that  you  would  receive  every  assistance  from  the  ships 
or  subjects  of  any  foreign  power«  which  you  may  fall  in  with; 
but  special  applications  to  that  effect  have  been  made  to  the 
respective  Governments. 

You  are,  whilst  executing  the  service  pointed  out  in  these 
instructions,  to  take  every  opportunity  that  may  offer  of  ac- 
quainting our  Secretary,  for  our  information,  with  your 
progress :  and  on  your  arrival  in  England,  you  are  immedi- 
ately to  repair  to  this  office,  in  order  to  lay  before  us  a  full 
account  of  your  proceedings  in  the  whole  course  of  your 
voyage ;  taking  care  before  you  leave  the  ship,  to  demand  froni 
the  officers,  petty  officers,  and  al  I  other  persons  on  board,  the  logs 
and  journals  they  may  have  kept,  together  with  any  drawings  or 
charts  they  may  have  made,  which  are  all  to  be  sealeil  up  ; 
and  you  will  issue  similar  directions  to  Captain  Hoppner,  aiid 
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■i»Mcen,tK.  Theaud  li)g%  j<niniaI»,aiKlotfwrdoeuiiwnta^ 
W  be  hereafter  dispoied  frf"  as  we  may  think  proper. 
'    ~  Given  under  our  hoMa  the  19th  of  M«j,  18S4. 

(Signed)  MilvillB, 

Wm.  JoHMfTONK  Hope, 

G.  CoCKBDaH 

^  C  Clirk, 

W.  R.  K.  Donoi,ASa. 
Bg  Command  tif^etr  Lordtiipt, 

(Signed)        J.  W.  Caoiia. 
T»  WUStm  Edward  Parry  Etq.  Capitm 

\  ADDITIONAL  INSTRUCTIONS. 

Admiral^  Office,  IS/A  Mm/,  1824. 

Sn, 

In  reference  to  that  part  of  jrour  general  orders  which 
lelatee  to  the  ship  intended  to  be  sent,  in  the  autumn  of  18S7, 
to  meet  you,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commisdoners 
jdT  the  Admiralty  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  addi- 
tional informaUon : 

'  It  is  thought  advisable,  with  a  view  of  asnsting  the  objects 
bf  Captiun  Franklin's  Expedition,  that  the  vessel  intended  to 
meet  you  in  1827  should  endeavour  to  meet  faim  in  1826. 
Her  commander  will,  therefore,  be  directed  to  reach  those 
lititudea  in  the  summer  of  18S6,  to  make  such  discoveries  and 
cbservations  as  may  open  themselves  to  him,  and  to  look  out 
Ibr  Captain  Franklin,  or  even  for  j-ou,  if  you  should  be  so 
fortunate  as  to  accompHsh  the  passage  in  that  year. 

He  will  remain  in  that  neighbourhood  as  late  as  the  season 
irin  adm^t,  and  will  then  repair  to  the  Sandwich  Islands,  or  to 
die  nearest  place  where  he  may  be  able  to  replenish  his  pro- 
Tniods  ;  when  be  will,  as  early  as  possible  m  the  year  18S7 
(if  you  should  not  have  already  met  bim)  proceed  to  act  in  ^he 
■mraer  detailed  iri  your  initnictions :  lie  vtill  vaik  bb  pro- 
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eeedings  in  1826  bj  the  erection  of  flag^taffs,  or  piles  of 
stones,  and  with  notices  where  a  depot  of  provisions  may  be 

found  which  he  will  leave  on  his  departure  that  year,  as  well 

as  in  1827. 

I  am,  Sir, 

Your  very  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  Crokeb. 

The  Hecia  and  Fury  having  completed  their  lading,  sailed 
down  the  river  from  Deptford  on  the  8th  of  May  1824,  in 
company  with  the  William  Harris  transport,  and  received 
their  powder  and  stores  at  Northfieet ;  where  they  employed 
two  days  in  fixing  Mr.  Barlow^s  plate  for  correcting  the  devia- 
tion of  the  compass.  They  were  prevented  by  easterly  winds 
from  getting  to  the  Nore  till  the  sixteenth.  During  their  stay 
at  Northfieet  they  were  visited  by  Viscount  Melville  and  tlie 
other  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  who  were  much  pleased  with 
their  general  equipment. 

On  the  18th  Commissioner  Cunningham  went  on  board  to 
pay  the  ships'  companies  their  arrears,  also  three  months  in 
advance,  and  at  three  o'clock  on  the  following  morning  they 
set  sail. 

They  passed  through  the  Pentland  Frith  on  the  same  day 
that  they  had  taken  their  departure  from  the  Orkneys  three 
years  before. 

During  the  passage  across  the  Atlantic,  and  afterwards  on 
their  way  up  Davis^s  Strait^  they  threw  overboard  daily  a  cop- 
per cylinder,  containing  the  usual  papers,  giving  an  account 
of  their  situation.  On  Saturday  the  12th  of  June,  they  ap- 
proached Cape  Farewell,  and  met  large  flocks  of  sheerwaters; 
from  the  12th  to  the  16th,  they  passed  several  pieces  of  drift 
wood,  from  four  to  sixteen  feet  in  length,  that  had  been  a 
good  while  in  the  water.  On  the  16th  the  first  ice-berg  was 
seen,  being  in  latitude  602*"  longitude  55*  and  after  that  time 
those  bodies  of  ice  made  their  appearance  daily. 

Captain  Parry  determined  on  the  86th  of  June,  as  the 
i|uiekest  and  most  secure  mode  of  clearing  the  transport 
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which  had  Bcoompanied  theni(  to  snchor  at  the  Whale-fiah 
islands.  Freeh  gales  and  (hick  weather  prevented,  however, 
Uieir  doing  it  for  some  lime,  when  at  length  tlie;  anchored, 
mooring  the  ships  by  hawsers  to  the  rocks.  In  die  mean  time 
the  oliservBtory  and  instruments  were  landed  on  a  small  island, 
where  Lieut.  Furster  and  Captun  Parry  made  their  observa* 
lions  during  their  sUy. 

They  received  great  attentions  from  the  Danish  officers  at 
thii  place  as  well  as  at  Lievely,  in  the  Island  Cieke,  to 
which  Captwn  Parry  went  in  a  boat  on  tl>e  SOth,  where  he 
saw  Mr.  West  and  oiher  resident  officer:?,  who  kindly  shewed 
the  charts  they  were  Minstructing.  The  harbour  of  Lievely 
h  excellent  for  small  vessels,  havinga  good  depth  of  water  ; 
the  settlement  is  principally  situated  on  the  south  shore  of 
the  harbour.  There  are  but  six  or  seven  Danes,  besides  the 
officers  belonging  to  the  establishment. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  3rd  of  July,  ilie  whole  of  the 
Btores  were  removed  from  the  William  Harris  transport,  and 
■towed  on  board  the  Hecia,  and  Fury.  She  then  weighed 
and  was  towed  out  to  sea  ;  Lieut.  Pritchord  her  Commander, 
having  received  the  dispatches,  and  tetters  fur  England,  she 
then  sailed  on  her  return. 

Light  northerly  winds,  together  with  the  dull  sailing  of  the 
now  deeply  laden  shipfi,  prevented  them  from  making  much 
progress  fur  several  days,  and  kept  them  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  ice-bergs,  some  of  them  from  one  to  two  hundred 
feet  high,  and  it  was  necessary  in  one  or  two  instances,  to 
tow  the  ships  clear  of  them  by  boats. 

'  On  the  morning  of  the  ISth  of  July,  the  ice  was  observed 
on  the  clearing  up  of  a  fog,  to  be  slack  for  a  considerable 
distance  within  the  margin  of  the  pack.  Tlie  favourable  ap- 
pearance it  now  aSbumed,  combined  wiih  a  fair  wind,  induced 
Captain  Parry  to  enter  it,  and  the  ships  pushed  several 
leagues  within  the  margin.  From  this  time  the  obstrucdons 
from  the  quantity  and  closeness  of  the  ice,  were  such  as  to 
keep  the  men  almoot  constantly  enplojed  in  heaving,  warping 
or  sawing  through  it,  and  yet  with  so  Gttle  tnccen  that  at  tfa* 
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dote  of  tbe  month  of  July  they  had  ooly  pcnctratct)  seventy 
milea  to  the  westward.  Here,  while  closely  beaet,  on  the 
first  of  August  they  encountered  a  hard  gale  from  the  south- 
east, which  pressing  the  ice  together  in  every  direction,  the 
Hecla  received  several  very  awkward  nips.  In  such  cases  the  ice 
u  forced  under  a  ship's  bottom  on  one  side,  and  on  the  other 
up  faer  side,  both  powers  thus  acting  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
bring  her  on  her  beam  ends. 

While  thus  detained,  Captun  Parry  remarked  that  oon 
trary  to  what  had  hitherto  been  the  case,  the  ship  bad  drifted 
to  the  ij^ward  notwithstanding  the  strength  and  duration  of 
the  gale.  However  hy  dint  of  constant  and  extreme  labour,, 
they  gained  llie  latitude  of  7S°  W  on  the  nineteenth  of  Au- 
gust, whrre  the  ice  F^till  presented  as  impenetrable  abarrier  as 
before.  They  continued  their  eflbrts  to  push  to  the  northward, 
and  on  the  ^th  of  August  arrived  in  latitude  73'  15*,  on  the 
meridian  of  63'  40',  in  which  situation  from  former  experi en ee 
they  had  reason  to  expect  there  would  scarcely  have  been  any 
ice  at  this  season.  The  obstructions  however  continued 
nearly  the  same,  notwithstanding  their  being  much  favoured 
by  south-easterly  winds  till  the  8th  of  September,  in  latitude 
74*  7*  and  longitude  69*  S4/,  or  about  one  hundred  and  ten 
miles  to  W.  N.  W.  of  the  »tuatinn  in  which  they  cleared  the 
pack  in  the  year  1819  >  hsTC  the  ice  became  m<»e  stack,  bat 
it  was  not  till  the  following  day,  that  having  forced  tliar  way 
about  forty  miles  further,  they  at  length  succeeded  in  releas- 
ing themselves  from  the  more  than  ordinary  harrier  of  ice,  in 
the  middle  of  Baffin's  Bay. 

With  respect  tothe  dimensions  of  the  ice,  through  which  they 
had  at  length  scrambled  their  way,  prindpaliy  by  warjnng 
and  towing,  a  dintance  of  between  three  and  four  hundred 
miles,  Captain  Parry  discovered  that  it  for  the  most  part  in- 
creased as  well  in  the  thickness  as  the  extent  of  the  floes  as 
they  advanced  westward. 

A  flock  of  ducks,  generally  of  the  eider  species,  was  now 
and  then  observed  :  a  few  aolitary  seals,  and  two  or  thrM 
bears,  were  all  that  were  wen  besides,  and  only  on*  or  two 
4Z 
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whales  appeared  till  after  they  had  entered  Sil  Jomet  Laa* 
caster^  suund. 

All  pau  sbetacles  were  however  forgotten,  when  they  once 
uw  an  open  sea  before  them.  From  the  time  of  their  leaving 
the  main  body  of  ice,  they  met  with  no  obstacles  of  any  kind, 
and  the  entrance  of  the  sound  was,  as  usual,  entirely  free  from 
it  except  here  and  there  a  berg,  floating  about  in  that  solttary 
grandeur  of  which  these  enormous  masses  are  calculated  io 
convey  so  sublime  an  idea. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  September,  Captain  Farry 
landed  in  a  small  bay  close  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Warren- 
der,  accompanied  by  several  of  the  officers,  in  order  to  exa- 
mine  the  country,  and  to  make  the  necessary  observations.  The 
vegetation  was  scanty,  however  a  few  plants  were  added  to 
the  collection,  and  the  party  was  successful  in  killing  three 
rein  deerout  of  asmallherd,  which  produced  onehui  dreiiaul 
ninety-two  pounds  of  venison,  inclusive  of  the  heads,  &c. 
which,  as  usual,  became  the  perquisites  of  the  succes'^fnl 
sportsmen.  A  narrow  stream  of  water  ran  down  the  centre 
of  the  bay,  communicating  with  a  small  lagoon,  juiit  witliin 
the  beach. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th  of  September,  a  breeze  sprung 
up  from  the  eastward,  but  unsteady  and  light,  and  on  the 
ISth,  when  within  seven  leagues  of  Cape  York,  they  had  the 
mortification  to  perceive  the  sea  a-head  covered  with  young 
ice:  on  reaching  it,  they  had  as  usual  recourse  to  sallying, 
breaking  it  with  boats  a-head,  and  various  other  expedients, 
all  alike  inclTeclual  without  a  fresh  breeze  furnishing  a  con- 
slant  impetus;  so  tnat  after  seven  or  eight  hours  of  unsuccess- 
ful labour  they  remained  fairly  and  immovably  beset.  Cap- 
tain Parry  now  thought  it  high  time  to  determine  as  to  the 
propriety  of  still  continuing  his  efforts  to  push  to  the  west- 
ward this  season,  or  of  returning  to  England  according  to  his 
instructions  on  that  head  ;  he  finally  resolved  on  pushing  on 
as  far  as  the  season  would  permit,  and  then  to  give  a  fair 
trial,  during  the  whole  of  the  next  summer,  to  tlie  route  which 
his  inslTUCtioDS  directed  him  to  pursue.      In  order,  however, 
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to  oon6nn  his  own  o{nnioii  on  this  subject,  he  requested  to 
l>e  furnished  with  that  of  Captain  Hoppner,  and  finding  that 
their  views  entirely  agreed,  Captain  Parry  resolved  slitl  to 
pursue  the  object  by  all  the  means  in  his  power.  For  three 
successive  days,  they  continued  to  use  every  effort  to  push 
through  the  young  ice,  at  times  advancing  and  then  after- 
wards losing  as  much  by  the  necessity  of  bearing  up  or  wear- 
ing, sallying  with  all  hands,  and  after  all  rather  lo^ng  ground 
ban  otherwise,  while  the  young  ice  was  every  hour  increas- 
ing. 

On  the  sevesteenlh  of  September,  when  they  Imd  been 
driven  hack  to  the  eastward  of  Admiralty  Inlet,  &u  easterly 
breeze  again  enabled  them  to  make  some  progress  ;  the  sea 
was  now,  for  the  most  part,  covered  with  young  ice,  which 
had  become  so  thick,  as  to  look  white  through  its  whole 
extent 

During  several  succeeding  days  they  continued  their  efforts, 
to  get  to  the  westward  with  various  success,  and  at  times  the 
ships  were  in  a  state  of  the  greatest  danger.  On  the  S6th  a 
breeze  freshening,  gave  them  hopes  of  reaching  Prince  Re- 
gent's Inlet.  After  forcing  the  ships  through  several  miles  of 
young  ice  by  keeping  two  boats  a-hcad,  by  ropes  fixed  to  the 
bowNprit,  and  carrying  a  press  of  canvass  till  the  effort  became 
truly  alarming,  they  at  length  entered  the  inlet,  and  found 
themselves  in  clear  walcr,  the-fareeze  driving  the  ice  so  as  to 
afford  room  for  the  ships  to  sail.  They  continued  to  advance 
till  they  came  nearly  a-breast  of  Jackson  Inlet,  and  ultimately 
to  the  entrance  of  Port  Bowen,  which  it  was  now  the  inten- 
tion of  Captain  Parry  to  make  their  winter  abode.  Here 
they  made  fast  in  sixty-two  fathoms  of  water. 

Though  ihcy  could  not  expect  to  get  the  ships  into  the 
most  desirable  anchorage,  yet  it  was  needful  to  remove  them 
fi'om  the  sea-margin  of  the  ice,  by  cutting  a  canal  into  tho 
floe  OS  far  as  needful  for  security.  This  laborious  work  had 
made  considerable  progress  when,  on  the  29th,  a  heavy 
gale  blew  for  several  hours. — Masses  of  ice  breaking  off  from 
the  edge  of  the  floe,  kept  them  in  constant  alarm. — Hapjnljr 
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however  they  held  on,  and  on  the  «nmmfi  at  the  first  ol 
October,  the  ih\p»  were  warped  into  their  winler  quarten. 

Captain  Pany  obflerves,  that  at  this  lata  smmdd  the  whaln 
Were  so  abtfadant  that  a  ^ip  tmgngei  m  that  trade,  in^t 
soon  hare  obtained  a  good  Nipfily,  ai  they  noticed  nearly 
thirty,  althong:h  the  ship's  oonpany  k^  no  partieuUr  look  out 
for  them  ;  they  also  saw  a  BUinfaer  of  narwhales  and  wal- 
ruses. 

The  winter  arrangements,  so  cloBcty  resMsbled  those  bef<u% 
adopted  that  a  freah  description  of  them  would  prove  little 
more  than  a  repetition  <^  that  already  conianed  in  the  formei 
narratives.  The  mean  duly  temperature  upon  the  Heda's 
lower  deck  during  the  winter,  was  genemlly  about  60°  and 
never  below  59*,  and  that  of  Captain  Parry's  cabin  was  69*,  (rom 
December  to  April  inctunve  ;  every  attention  was,  as  usual, 
paid  to  the  occupation  and  direr^n  of  the  men's  minds,  their 
former  amusementB  being  almost  worn  thread-bare,  it  required 
some  ingenuity  to  devise  a  plan  that  should  possess  novelty, 
to  recommend  it.  Howeter  Captain  Hoppoer  completely 
accompli^ed  thb  purpose  by  the  est^bshment  of  a  masque- 
rade, in  whtdi  officers  and  men  ^ould  alike  take  a  part,  and  it 
is  impossible  that  any  idea  could  have  proved  more  happy. 
Admirably  dressed  diaracters  of  various  descriptioas  readily 
touk  their  parts,  and  many  of  these  were  supported  with  a 
degree  of  !<pirit  and  genuine  humour  which  would  not  have 
disgraced  a  more  refined  assembly,  and  no  instance  occurred 
of  any  thing  that  could  interfere  with  the  r^ular  discipline 
of  the  ships.  These  were  indeed  masquerades  without  licen- 
tiousness, camiv&lH  without  excess. 

Immediately  ader  the  ships  w«e  finally  secured.  Captain 
Parry  erected  the  observatory  on  shore,  and  commenced  ar- 
rangements for  the  various  astronomical  observations.  The 
Aurora  Borealis,  which  constituiesoneof  the  peculiar  features 
of  a  polar  winter,  occurred  with  nearly  the  same  frequency  as 
on  former  occa»ons.  It  usually  connsted  of  an  arch,  some- 
times tolerably  continuous,  but  more  frequently  broken  into 
detactied  irregutat  maseca.     The  termination  to  the  S.  £,  was 
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never  exaetly  Yisible,  owing  to  the  bdght  of  the  land  in  that 
quarter,  but  upon  the  whole,  the  arch  seems  to  have  been 
more  frequently  bisected  by  the  pla^e  of  the  magnetic,  than 
by  that  of  the  true  meridian.  This  winter  affiirded  but  few 
brilliant  displays  of  the  Aarora.  The  Meteors,  called  falling 
stars^  were  much  more  frequent  during  thb  winter  than  ever 
before  were  seen.  The  hdght  of  the  land  about  Port  Bowen 
delayed  longer  than  usual  the  sun*s  appearance  above  the 
horizon,  but  at  length  they  caught  a  glimpse  of  him  on  the 
Snd  of  February  1825,  and  it  became  visible  at  the  ships  on 
the  S2nd,  after  an  absence  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-one 
days.  It  is  v«ry  long  after  the  8un*s  re-appearanoe  in  these 
regions,  that  the  effect  of  his  rays,  as  to  warmth,  becomes 
perceptible.  Towards  the  third  week  in  March,  thin  flakes 
of  snow  lying  upon  black  painted  wood,  and  exposed  to  the 
sun*8  direct  rays  in  a  sheltered  situation,  readily  melted. 
Aflcr  this  the  thawing  proceeded  at  an  inconceivably  rapid 
rate,  the  whole  surface  of  the  floes  being  covered  with  large 
pools  of  water  increasing  in  rise  and  depth. 

llie  principal  animals  seen  during  the  winter  were  bears, 
of  which  they  killed  twelve  from  October  to  June.  One  of 
these  animals  was  nearly  proving  fatal  to  a  seaman  of  the 
Fury,  who  having  straggled  from  hia  companion  when  at  the 
top  of  a  high  hill,  saw  a  large  bear  coming  towards  him. 
Being  unarmed,  he  prudently  made  ofi'',  taking  ofi^  his  boots 
to  enable  him  to  run  the  faster,  but  he  precipitated  himself 
over  an  almost  perpendicular  diff,  down  which  he  is  said 
to  have  rolled  several  hundred  feet,  where  he  was  met  by  some 
of  his  companions  in  a  very  lacerated  condition,  and  continued 
in  a  very  dangerous  state  for  some  time  after. 

A  she  bear,  killed  in  the  open  water  at  Port  Bowen,  afforded 
a  striking  instance  of  maternal  affection  ;  she  might  herself 
easily  have  escaped  the  boat,  but  would  not  forsake  her  young, 
which  she  was  actually  **  tovnng  off  **  by  allowing  them  to 
rest  on  her  back,  when  the  boat  came  near  them.  A  second 
similar  instance  occurred  in  the  spring,  when  two  cubs  having 
got  down  into  a  large  crack  of  the  ice,  their  mother  placed 
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herself  bc-rure  them,  so  as  to  secure  them  from  the  attack  of 
our  people,  which  she  might  eauly  bare  avoided  herself. 
One  or  two  foxes  were  killed,  and  ibur  were  caught  in  traps 
during  the  winter.  The  colour  of  om  of  these  aouBoLs  whidi 
lired  for  some  time  on  board  the  Fury,  and  becaoie  tolerably 
tame,  was  nearly  pure  white  till  the  montb  of  May,  when  he 
became  of  a  dirty  chocolate  colour.  Only  three  hares  were 
killed  from  October  to  June,  their  fur  was  extrentely  thick, 
soft  and  beautifully  white  ;  a  nngle  ermine,  and  a  few  mice 
completed  the  scanty  list  of  quadrupeds  at  this  desolate  and 
unproductive  place. 

Of  birds,  a  flock  or  two  of  ducks  wece  occaaonally  seen 
0ying  as  late  as  the  third  of  October,  but  none  from  that  time 
till  the  beginning  of  June.  A  very  few  grouse  were  met 
with,  a.  single  specimen  was  obtained  on  the  23rd  of  Decem- 
ber ;  but  they  again  made  thor  appearance  towards  Uie  end 
of  March,  and^  in  less  than  a  month,  ^x>ut  two  hundred  were 
killed.  IJeutenant  Ross  remarked,  that  the  grouse  met  with 
here,  arc  of  three  kinds.  The  snow  bunting  with  its  spright- 
ly  note,  was,  as  usual,  one  of  the  earliest  visiiants  in  tlie 
spring  ;  but  these  were  few  in  number  and  rctouncd  only  a 
short  time.  A  very  few  sandpipers  were  also  seen,  and  now 
and  then  one  or  two  glaucous,  ivory,  and  kittinake  gulls. 
'I'owards  the  endof  June,  the  dovekies  were  extremely  numer- 
ous in  the  cracks  of  ice  at  the  entrance  of  Port  Bowen,  and 
OS  they  were  tlie  only  fresh  supply  that  they  were  able  to 
procure,  the  men  were  permitted  to  go  out  occoGionally  with 
guns,  a^er  the  ships  were  ready  for  sea,  to  obtain  for  their 
messes  this  wholesome  change  of  diet ;  wliile  such  exertions 
also  contributed  essentially  to  their  general  health  and  cheer- 
fulness. Many  hundreds  of  these  birds  were  obtained  in 
the  course  of  a  few  days. 

In  order  to  obtain  oil  for  another  winter^s  consumption,  be> 
fore  the  ships  could  be  released  from  the  ice,  having  seen 
many  bUck  whales  in  tlie  open  water  to  the  northward, 
two  boats  from  each  ship  were  transported  four  miles  along 
■bore  in  that  direction,  to  be  in  readiness  for  killing  a  whole 
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mnd  btnling  the  <nl  on  the  beach,  whenever  the  open  water 
•hould  Bpptmd)  suffidentljr  near.  They  took  their  statioa 
near  «  remarkable  peninaular  piece  of  land  on  the  south  side 
of  the  entrance  to  JTackaon'i  Inlet,  which  had,  on  the  fonner 
voyage,  appeared  to  them  as  an  Island.  On  the  12th  the  ice 
began  to  detach  itself,  and  the  boats  under  the  command  of 
Lieutenants  Sherer  and  Ross,  b«ng  launched  on  the  following 
day,  succeeded  almost  immediately  in  killing  a  small  whale,  of 
"five  fcet  bone"  exactly  answering  their  purpose.  On  the 
afternoon  of  the  19th,  a  very  welcome  stop  was  put  to  thnr 
operations  by  the  separation  of  the  floe  entirely  across  the 
harbour.  All  hands  being  instantly  recalled  by  signal,  were, 
on  their  return,  set  to  work  to  get  the  ships  into  the  gravelled 
canal,  and  to  saw  away  what  still  remained  in  it  to  prevent 
t^ir  warping  to  sea.  This  work  was  continued  from  half 
past  six  t'dl  the  following  morning,  when  they  succeeded  in 
getting  clear.  The  weather  b^ng  calm,  two  hours  were  oc- 
cufned  in  towing  the  ships  to  sea,  and  thus  the  officers  and 
men  were  employed  at  very  laborious  work  for  twenty  six 
hours.  It  was  impossible  however,  to  regret  the  necessity  of 
these  comparatively  trifling  exertions,  especially  as  it  was  now 
evident  that  to  have  sawed  their  way  out,  without  any  canal, 
would  have  required  at  least  a  fortmght  of  heavy  and  fa- 
tiguing labour. 

On  standing  out  to  sen  on  Wednesday  the  20th  of  July, 
they  sailed  with  a  light  wind  towards  the  western  shore  of 
I'rince  Regent's  Inlet.  AAer  sailing  about  eight  miles,  they 
were  stopped  by  a  body  of  ice,  lying  between  them  and  a 
space  of  open  water  beyond  ;  on  standing  back,  they  were 
shortly  afterwards  enveloped  in  one  of  the  thick  fogs  which 
had  for  several  weeks  past,  been  observed  almost  daily  hang- 
ing over  some  part  of  the  sea  in  the  offing,  though  they  had 
scarcely  experienced  any  in  Port  Bowen,  until  the  water  be- 
came  open  at  the  mouth  of  the  harbour.  On  clearing  up  of 
the  fog  on  the  21st,  they  could  percdve  no  opening  of  the  ice 
leading  towards  the  western  bnd,  nor  any  appearance  of  the 
smallest  cliannel  to  the  southward,  along  the  eaatem  shore, 
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Captain  Parry  detenniDed  dwrafore  at  ooca  to  try  a  little 
furllicr  lo  th«  northward,  ss  lie  fcU  coofidcnt  of  being  aide  tu 
pu»h  tixMg  tbe  shore  if  be  could  onot  gain  it  Light  winds 
detuned  them  very  much,  but  bvng  at  length  favoured  by  a 
breeze,  tfaey  carried  all  tail  to  the  north-west,  and  they  itood 
off  and  on,  in  the  hope  that  a  aouttMrly  breese,  which  bad 
sprung  up,  might  sare  to  open  a  channri.  After  tailing  ail 
night  with  light  and  vanable  winds,  they  round  themielves  cm 
the  clearing  up  of  a  thick  fog,  through  which  they  had  been 
•ailing  on  the  morning  of  the  94th,  within  one  third  of  a  mile 
of  Cape  Seppings,  the  land  just  appearing  above  the  fog,  in 
time  to  save  them  from  dangn.  The  Fuiy  being  apprised 
by  gunsof  Captain  Parry*!  tituadon,  botb  shipa  were  hauled 
eff  tbe  land ;  and  the  fog  soon  aAer  diipemng,  they  had  the 
mtiBraction  to  perceive,  that  the  late  gale  bad  blown  the  ice  off 
the  land,  leaving  a  fine  navigable  channel  from  one  to  two 
milei  vide.  'I'hey  had  now  an  importunity  of  discovering 
that  a  kwg  peak  of  very  low  land  runs  out  from  the  southern- 
■toat  of  the  Leopold  Islands,  and  another  from  the  shore  to 
the  southward  of  Cape  Clarence. 

It  was  the  general  feeling  at  this  period  that  the  voyage 
had  but  now  commenced.  The  labours  of  a  bad  summer,  and 
tedium  of  a  long  winter  were  forgotten  in  a  moment.  Early 
on  the  morning  of  the  S5th  of  July,  they  passed  an  opening 
in  the  land  which  they  now  found  to  be  a  bay,  about  three 
miles  deep,  but  apparently  open  to  the  sea.  It  was  named  by 
Captain  Parry  after  Hastings  Elwin,  Esq.  of  Bristol,  in  token 
of  his  grateful  esteem  for  that  gentleman.  A  breeze  enabled 
the  ships  agmn  to  make  some  progress,  and  they  pMsed  du- 
ring the  night  a  second  bay,  also  appearing  open  to  the  sea.  It 
was  called  Batty  Bay,  in  honour  <^  Captain  Batty,  of  the 
Grenadier  Guards.  The  ice  opening  in  the  afternoon  of  the 
87th,  they  cast  off  and  sailed  fourorhve  miles  with  a  northerly 
breeae.  On  th  e  39th,  the  ice  being  slack  for  a  short  distance, 
the  Hecla  was  shifted  half  a  mile  to  the  nortliward.  In  hopes 
of  finding  salmon  here,  they  tried  for  some  time  with  Kvenl 
baud  oeiB,  but  nothing  wm  ouigfat  or  aeen. 
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Ib  this  plEice  were  »  nunberor  Etquifrunx  Hone  etrclet, 
apptrend^  of  a  very  oM  date,  bang  qnite  mergroim  with 
gnsa,  moss,  and  other  plants.  In  the  neighboiirhood  of 
these  hslritAdoiiB,  the  TCgetattai]  wa»  much  more  laxuriunt 
than  any  thlngoTthekinc),  that  had  been  Men  Before  or  during 
ihii  voyage ;  another  circumstance  which  they  noticed  about 
this  time,  and  still  more  so  as  the  Eeasc»i  advanocd,  wa&  the 
rapid  progress  which  the  warmth  had  already  made  in 
diuolTing  the  last  yearns  snow,  of  whii^  not  a  particle  conld 
be  seen,  at  the  close  of  July.  These  facts,  toj^tber  with  the 
beau^fn)  weather  they  had  enjoyed,  tended  to  ^w  that 
this  was  an  unusually  fine  summer. 

The  iCB'  opening  for  a  mile  and  a  half  along-shore  on  the 
SOth,  the  Heck's  berth  was  shifted  about  that  distance  to  the 
southward,  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  seeing  round  a  p<rint 
of  land,  though  her  situation  was  thereby  much  altered  for 
the  worse ;  the  Fury  remaned  where  she  was.  In  the  course 
of  the  night  they  had  reason  to  suppose,  by  the  Fury's  heeling, 
that  she  was  either  on  shore,  or  hearily  pressed  by  the  ice 
from  without ;  and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  Slst,  Cap- 
tain  Hoppner  communicated  the  intelligence  that  she  had 
been  forced  on  the  ground,  where  she  still  lay,  having  suffer- 
ed damage  in  one  of  her  propelling  wheels,  A  large  party  of 
hands  from  the  Hecla  being  sent  round  to  the  Fniy  at  high 
water,  she  came  off  the  ground  with  very  little  strain.  A 
sliift  of  wind  to  the  northward,  determined  Captain  Parry  to 
tahe  advantage  of  it,  and  a  signal  was  immediately  made;  but 
vhile  the  sails  were  setting,  the  ice,  which  had  at  first  been  at 
about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  was  obserred  lobe 
closing  on  the  shore,  the  stuls  were,  however,  kept  set,  and  as 
tlie  body  of  the  ice  was  setting  to  the  southward,  thty  went 
with  it  some  little  distance  in  that  direc^on.  The  Heda  at 
length  struck  the  ground  several  times,  and  being  then  brought 
up  by  it,  remained  immovable,  the  depth  of  water  under  her 
keel  abaft  being  sixteen'  ftet,  01*  about  a  foot  less  than  ^e 
drew. 

The  Fury  oontinuing  to  drive,  was  aarticd  past  the  Heda 
«A 
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vithout  damage,  and  having  gone  about  two  hundred  yards 
further,  she  was  observed  to  receive  a  aevere  pressure  from  a 
loc-jHece  Tordng  her  direct!;  agunst  a  grounded  mass  of  ice, 
upon  the  beach.  A*  the  tide  fell  the  Fury's  sterna  which  was 
a-^;round,  was  lifted  several  feet,  and  the  Hecla  at  low  water 
presented  no  very  pleaung  or  oomrortable  spectacle.  How- 
ever, about  high  water,  the  ice  very  opportunely  sUcking,  the 
Heda  was  hove  off  with  great  ease.  The  Fury  was  not  long 
after  io  getting  off  the  ground,  but  the  water  was  gaining  on 
two  pumps,  and  Captain  Hoppner  and  his  men  were  olwerv- 
ed  to  labour  incessantly  for  eight  and  fcnty  hours;  and  it  at 
length  became  evident  that  the  Fury  could  proceed  no  further 
without  repurs.  They  were  therefore  under  tfae  necessity  of 
remaining  in  theit  berths,  where  thennallest  external  pressure 
could  force  them  onshore  neither  ship  having  more  than  two 
feet  water  to  spare. 

The  ice  coming  in  with  connderable  violence,  on  the  night 
of  the  2nd  of  August,  once  more  forced  the  Fury  on  shore, 
so  that  at  low  water  she  sewed  two  feet  and  a  half ;  nothing 
but  the  number  and  strength  of  the  Hecla's  hawsers  prevented 
her  from  sharing  the  same  fate.  The  Fury  floated  in  the 
morning,  but  there  was  no  opening  of  the  ice  to  allow  the 
ships  to  more  ;  the  wind  blowing  fresh  from  the  northward, 
on  the  4th,  pressed  the  ice  so  violently  upon  the  ships,  as 
almost  to  force  them  adrift  during  the  night,  and  kept  them 
all  most  laboriously  employed. 

The  more  they  investigated  the  state  of  the  Fury  the  more 
Tully  the  necessity  appeared  of  heaving  her  down.  She  was 
in  fact  far  from  being  se»- worthy.  One  third  ofher  crew  were 
constantly  employed  at  the  pumps,  and  some  of  their  hands 
were  so  sore  from  the  constant  friction  of  the  ropes,  that  they 
could  hardly  handle  them  ;  many  other  circumstances  also 
shewed  the  necessity  of  having  the  Fury  examined  and  re- 
paired. Some  of  her  dry  provisions  were  therefore  removed 
on  board  the  Hecla,  and  a  quantity  of  iron  work,  and  other 
stores  which  were  not  of  a  perishable  character,  were  carried 
on  shore. 
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Captain  Parry,  accompanied  by  a  person  from  the  Fury,  now 
proceeded  to  seek  for  a  place  of  shelter  for  the  ships,  and,  at 
length,  although  they  were  unable  to  reach  the  most  desirable 
harbour  which  presented  itself,  both  ships  were  made  fast  in  the 
best  berths  they  could  reach.  Within  twenty  minutes  after 
they  had  fixed  themselves,  the  whole  body  of  ice  set  in  upon 
the  ships,  entirely  closing  up  the  shore. 

The  ice  remaining  quite  close  on  the  6th,  every  individual 
in  both  ships,  with  the  exception  of  those  at  the  pumps,  was 
employed  in  landing  provisions  from  the  Fury.  On  the 
following  day  the  ice  remaining  as  before,  the  work  was  con- 
tinued  without  intermission,  and  a  great  quantity  of  things 
landed  ;  every  living  creature  among  them  was  somehow  or 
other  employed,  not  even  excepting  the  dogs,  which  were  set 
to  drag  up  the  stores  on  the  beach,  so  that  their  little  dock- 
yard soon  exhibited  the  most  animated  scene  imaginable. 
The  Fury  was  so  much  lightened  in  the  course  of  the  day, 
that  two  pumps  were  suffident  to  keep  her  free,  until  she 
hove  down.  At  night,  just  as  the  people  were  going  to  rest, 
the  ice  began  to  move  to  the  southward  and  pressed  her  over 
on  her  side  to  a  most  alarming  degree. 

The  ice  still  continuing  very  close  on  the  9th,  all  hands 
were  employed  in  attempting  by  saws  and  axes  to  clear  the 
Hccla,  which  still  grounded  on  the  tongue  of  ice  every  tide. 
While  thus  employed  in  securing  the  ships,  the  smoothness  of 
water  enabled  them  to  see  in  some  degree,  the  nature  of  the 
Fury^s  damage  and  to  conclude  it  was  evident  that  it  would 
altogether  prove  very  serious. 

Being  favoured  with  fine  weather  they  proceeded  so  quickly 
that  on  the  ISth  of  August,  every  cask  was  landed  and  the 
spare  sails  and  clothing  put  on  board  the  Hecla.  On  the 
Idth  a  mass  of  heavy  ice,  which  had  been  a-ground  within  the 
Fury,  had  floated  off  along>side  of  her,  thereby  contracting 
her  narrow  basin  and  leaving  the  ship  no  room  to  turn  round. 
They  therefore  got  a  purchase  on  it,  and  at  the  next  high  tide 
it  hove  out  of  the  way  and  drifted  off  altogether. 

On  the  14th  the  ice  slackening  a  little  they  tightenea  '*jie 
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cdbles  whiidi  had  atnetdwd  aod  yitldad  « littfe  fo  Uw  picnura 
to  vtucfa  tliay  had  been  nibjact  It  proved  fiwtiuute  tlwi 
tkcy  did  aov  for  is  Ibe  eoune  of  the  dtf  Uie;  ««t«  acTeral 
tioM*  inUnnipled  hj  tite  ioe  (XHaug  with  « tMoeodoue  stnin, 
the  wind  blowing  N.  N.  W.  the  whole  pack  «f  iw  wttiog 
npidlj  to  the  aouthward.  The  Ught  waapreawd  in  ao  much 
a*  to  foKe  the  Fuiy  agaiut  the  berg  nMero  of  bw,  twice  in 
the  course  of  the  day.  Mr.  Walter  who  wai  is  the  hold  when 
this  oocurred  UieMcaad  tim^  reputed  that  the  eoala  about 
the  keelnn  wen  moTed  by  it,  and  it  aeemed  aa  if  part  of  the 
■hip^s  bottotn  was  Adting  down  ;  and  ow  of  the  mea  at  work 
tbete  made  a  apriug  &r  the  hatchwaj. 

From  .theit  occurrences  it  wai  dearlj  dangerous  that  the 
Fury  should  be  bore  down  under  areiuastaaces  of  such  risk ; 
an  addiiiond  anchor  was  therefore  placed  with  a  hope  ai 
bfeaking  the  fbioe  of  the  ioe,  and  turning  the  direction  of  the 
pressure  from  the  ships.  This  defence  had  scarcely  been 
complBted  when  the  largest  floe  of  ice  they  had  met  since  they 
left  Port  Bowed,  catne  sweeping  along  the  abon  at  the  rate  of 
one  mile  and  a  half  an  hour.  A  projecting  point  of  this  floe 
grazed  one  of  the  ice-bergs  to  wbidi  the  ships  were  fastened, 
and  would  certainly  hare  dislodged  it  but  &>r  the  cable 
so  recently  attached  to  it  A  tnuller  mass  of  ice  graied 
them  about  midnight  <hi  a  very  high  spring  tide,  and  for  three 
hours  th«r  ntualion  was  most  critical,  for  had  any  one  <^  the 
ice-bergs  to  which  they  were  anchored  been  carried  away 
or  broken,  both  ^ips  must  have  been  driven  on  shore  ;  for- 
tunately however  the  main  body  kept  at  a  short  distance  inim 
the  land  until  the  tide  had  fallen. 

The  wind  veering  to  W.  N.  W.  on  the  morning  of  the  15th 
and  still  continuing  to  blow  strong,  the  ice  waK  forced  three  or 
four  miles  off  the  land  in  the  course  of  a  few  hours,  leaving 
them  a  fine  day  to  continue  their  work.  Captain  Parry  took 
advantage  of  this  open  water  to  send  the  launch  for  the  Fuiy's 
iron  work  left  at  tlie  former  station.  In  the  evening  the  crew 
of  the  Fury  wee  recared  on  board  the  Hecla,  every  airange- 
ment  havinf  been  prevtousiy  made  for  their  perstMial  comforl, 
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end  for  the  ptMenraliiw  of  cImbUimm,  Vflitiluioo,  uoA  diy 
waraith  throu^^out  the  ahip.  The  Oflcenof  theFarjtbf 
ibar  awn  chiMe,  pitcbed  a  taat  tm  ahoM  for  bwmu^  and 
skepias  m>  On  the  ITtfa  when  ■ertrj  pnpMitioa  was  omi- 
pletad,  Uie  caUe*  wen  foukd  agaio  lo  Blaek,  tbat  tbcj  were 
obliged  to  occupy  several  boun  in  putting  tbem  to  r^u^ 
This  work  being  GniBbed^  the  peof^'were  allowed  three  hours 
restooly,  it  bring  necciery  to  heare  the  ship  down  at  or  near 
hi|^  water,  a*  there  ww  sot  auffldmt  depth  to  allow  ber  to 
take  hot  distance  at  any  other  time  of  tbe  tide.  Every  pre- 
peratioD  Juviug  been  atad^  at  lliMe  A.  M.  oa  the  18tb,  tb^ 
began  to  beave  ber  down  oa  the  larJmard  side ;  while  attempt* 
iag  this  so  many  difflcultica  occurred,  that  the  offloan  and 
men  were  scarody  capable  of  further  exerUon,  and  rested  a 
few  hours.  Oh  this>  and  on  one  or  two  other  occasions,  they 
became  afflicted  with  stupw,  araoonting  to  a  oeftain  degiee  of 
fmlure  of  intellect,  rendering  the  individtial  so  affeoted^  quite 
unable  at  first  to  comprehend  (be  inennii^  of  an  order,  though 
still  as  willing  as  ever  to  obey  it.  It  was,  tbenfoe,  perhapsa 
fiwtunBte  necessity  whidi  produced  tbe  intermission  of  labour 
which  the  strength  of  every  individual  seemed  to  require. 
Ilie  gale  increeung  during  the  whole  day  and  night  of  the 
18th,  bad,  on  the  following  morning,  eo  desbioyed  die  betge 
on  which  their  sole  dependence  was  placed,  that  they  no  lon- 
ger remaioed  a-ground  at  low  water.  After  a  night  of  the 
most  anxious  conaideratjoo,  it  appeared  but  too  plun,  that, 
should  the  ice  again  come  in,  nritba  ship  could  any  longer 
be  secured  from  diiving  on  ^re.  It  was  therefore  datomin* 
ed  instantly  to  prepare  tbe  Uecla  fur  sea,  making  ber  tborou^ 
ly  efiective  in  every  respect,  they  therefore  commenced  their 
work,  and  such  was  the  hearty  good  will  with  which  it  wu 
carried  on,  tbat  by  midnight  the  whole  was  acoomplished. 
The  pec^le  were  once  more  quite  exhausted  by  these  exer- 
tions, especially  thoee  belonging  to  the  Fury,  who  had  never 
thoroughly  recovered  their  first  fatigue*. 

After  some  disturbed  reet,  tbey  coDtiDued  to  work  on  tba 
Slsl;  at  three  F.  M.  the  oews  were  called  on  board  to  diuier. 
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ivUdi  they  bMl  not  finished,  when  eemal  wh  of  loe,  dnv- 
■1^  akmg  the  shore  at  r  quidc  rmie,  oonTinoed  CapUdn  Parr^ 
that  nrj  little  additional  prcaaurc  would  tav  every  thing 
away,  and  drire  both  ihipa  on  shore.  The  ehipe  ooold  no 
longer  be  conridcred  in  a  place  of  safety,  and  tfaerefbra  the 
Hecia  got  under  ssil  immediately. 

It  was  a  quarter  put  three  P.  M.  when  tb^  cast  off,  the 
wind  then  blowing  fresh  tram  the  Dartb.east  Captwn  Hopp- 
ner  had  scarcely  got  on  board  the  Fury,  and  was  buuly  enga- 
ged in  getting  the  anchors  and  cables  on  board,  wfaen  aooie  large 
pieces  of  heavy  ice  closed  in  with  the  land  near  her,  and  at 
twenty  minutes  past  four  P.  M.  tbe  Fury  waidriven  mi  shore. 
'Jlie  several  mauea  of  ke  had  disposed  themsdves,  so  as 
almost  to  BUround  her  on  every  nde  where  there  was  sufficient 
depth  of  water  for  hauling  her  off.  Under  these  circum- 
Btancea,  bopdeas  for  tbe  time,  Captuo  Hof^Mier  jndidoualy 
determined  to  return  to  tbe  Hecta,  but,  being  anxious  to  keep 
tbe  ship  free  from  water  as  long  as  possible,  he  left  an  offiosr 
and  a  small  party  of  men  to  oootinue  woriiing  the  pumps  as 
long  as  a  commnnication  could  be  Icept  up  between  the  Heda 
and  the  share. 

Every  moment  however  decreased  the  practicability  of 
ddng  this ;  and  finding  that  the  current  swept  the  Heda 
a  long  way  to  the  southward  while  hoisting  up  the  boats, 
and  that  more  ice  waa  drifting  in  towards  the  sluire,  it  was 
deemed  best  to  recall  tbe  party  at  the  pumps  to  avnd  the 
risk  of  parting  company  altogether.  At  ei^it  o'clod(  in  the 
evemng  Mr.  Krd,  with  the  rest  of  the  people  quitted  the 
Futy ;  and,  in  three  hours  after,  more  than  half  a  mile  of 
ehwely-packed  ice  interveDcd  between  the  Fury  and  the 
Heda,  and  before  mombg  this  barrier  hod  increased  to 
the  breadth  of  about  five  miles. 

On  Monday  the  22nd,  they  carried  a  [weas  of  canvass  dl 
ni^t,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  n<xlh,  to  enable  them  to 
keep  a-hreast  of  the  Fury.  Advantage  was  taken  of  the 
little  leisure  to  let  the  people  mend  and  wash  their  dotbes. 
It  fell  quite  calm  in  the  evening,  and  they  did  not,  during 
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•the  daji  perceive  any  current  setting  to  the  tooth  wani,  buc  in 
the  course  of  the  night  thej  drifted  about  five  leogues  to  the 
louth-west,  and  they  got  a  dUatioot  view  of  a  large  extetit  df 
landy  which  had  before  been  teen,  for  the  first  time,  by  sone 
aeamen  who  walked  from  where  the  Fury  lay.  The  whole  of 
the  bay  which  was  named  after  Francis  Creswell  £sq.«  as  well 
at  the  land  to  the  soutliward,  was  free  from  ice. 

Being  impatient  to  obtain  a  more  accurate  knowledge  of  the 
.state  of  the  Fury,  and  the  wind  becoming  light,  Captains 
Parry  and  Hoppner  left  the  Heda  in  two  boats,  and  hsvii^ 
leached  the  ship  found  her  heeling  so  much  outward,  that 
her  main  channels  were  within  a  foot  of  the  water,  and  a  lai^ 
Aoe  piece  which  was  still  along  side  her,  prevented  her  from 
falling  over  still  more  considerably.  The  first  hour^s  inspee* 
tion  of  the  Fury's  condition,  plainly  shewed,  that,  exposed  as 
«he  was,  her  holds  being  full  of  water,  and  the  damage  of 
her  hull  being  more  considerable  than  befcnre,  any  endea« 
vour  to  get  her  ofT,  or  to  float  her  to  any  known  place  of 
safety  would  be  hopeless,  and  productive  of  great  risk  to 
the  remaining  ship.  Captain  Hoppner  and  other  officers,  after 
spending  several  hours  in  examining  every  part  of  the  ship, 
both  within  and  without,  gave  it  as  their  opinion  that  it  would 
be  quite  impracticable  to  make  her  sea  worthy,  even  if  she 
could  be  hauled  off.  Mr.  Parfer,  the  carpenter,  considered  that 
it  would  occupy  five  days  to  clear  the  diip  of  water ;  and  that  if 
she  were  got  off,  all  the  pumps  would  not  be  suffident  to  keep 
her  free,  Captua  Hoppner  and  the  other  officers  were,  there- 
fore, of  opinion  that  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  abandon 
the  Fury. 

Captain  Parry,  therefore,  with  extreme  r^et  made  the 
signal  for  the  Fury^s  officers  and  men  to  be  sent  for  their 
clothes,  most  of  which  had  been  put  on  shorc  with  the  stores. 
Having  allowed  them  an  hour  for  packing,  the  Fury's  boats 
were  hauled  upon  the  beach,  and  at  two  P*  M.  she  was  finally 
abandoned  ;  and  Captain  Parry  was  therefore  reduced  to  the 
only  remaining  conclusion  that  it  was  his  du^,  under  all  the  cir« 
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.oHMtMcce  of  Ibe  cise,  to  ivtnni  Id  EsgUnd,  in- GOBpliMC» 
with  tfae  tenor  of  his  inatractionfc 

Tbe  vhois  of  the  Fury's  Mihih  wck  of  nccamty-  left  dthcr 
«B  board  bet  or  oa  shore,  ererj  spaR  coomt  o^  ijm  U«eta 
being  required  for  tbe  double  oocnplement  of  officen  and 
nen,  whose  dctwliiieaa  and  hetlth  could  only  be  niaiatsined 
by  keeping  thcdeoki  clear  and  well  Tditilateil. 

Captain  Parry,  in  pasang  veflestions  on  tbe  Modent  which 
ocGUTTod  to  the  fury,  remarks,  that  such  an  event  can  excite 
ao  surprise  to  aoy  penon  who  conmdera>tbe  precarkiu*  state 
«f  tbe  nav^ation  of  these  nortfaem  seas.  That  indeed  it  was 
rather  to  be  opeoted,  and  the  preaervatinn  of  thr  ships  in  (he 
former  fcywgtt  was  ratbar  a-  mattsr  of  w<»dcr  than  that' it 
should  occur  on  the  preseol  oocanoa  ;  brobMrvee,  that  no 
'riiip  will  eit»  disoorer  a  north-west  poawge,  which  doss  not 
press  fmirard,  feorleas  of  danger,  whenever  on  opportunity 
fxicun  ;  and  that  a  vessel  of  any  magnitude  «r  strength  will 
be  but  as  a  nutdtdl  when  preMed  bya  moving  body  of  ice 
fm  oae  nde,  and  hawing  the  unyielding  ground  vm  the  utber  ; 
he  says  it  was  not  "our  own  ■nn,'^  m  to  "our  own  strength," 
«e  owed  our  (aressmtion. 

The  ioe  met  with  after  leaving  Port  Bowen,  preriously  to 
the  Fnry^s  diuoler,  and  for  §onie  days  afWr,  was  much  the 
lighieat  as  well  u  the  most  broken  eT«r  before  known  on  this 
coofit^  the  summer  of  18S5  was,  beyond  all  doubt,  the  war- 
meat  and  moat  favourable  that  hod  been  experienced  since 
that  of  1818;  not  more  than  two  or  thrae  days  occurred, 
duiingtlienionthaof  July  ntd  August,  in  which  the  heavy  fall 
of  snow  took  place  which  so  commonly  converts  the  aspect 
of  nature  in  those  regions,  in  a  nngW  hour,  from  the  obeerfuU 
neM  of  summer  into  the  dreariness  of  winter.  Indeed,  every 
appearance  of  nature  exhitnted  a  striking  contrast  with  the 
last  season,  while  it  aeemed^ridenlly  to  furnish  as  extra«dinary 
cnnpeBaadon  for  its  rigour  and  inclemency,  FewooaElaexhilnt 
so  little  of  animal  lift  i  for  days  together,  only  one  or  two 
seals,  a  single  sea  borse^  asd  now  and  then  a  flock  of  dncks 
were  seen.     Cai^un  Parry  meslioaB,  bowerer,  as  an  excep- 
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tton  to  this  scarcity  of  animals,  the  ninnberlesft  kittmkes 
which  were  flying  about,  and  hundreds  of  white  whales  were 
sporting  about  in  the  shoal  water  close  to  the  beach ;  no  black 
whales  were  seen  on  this  coast ;  two  rnn^deer  were  observed, 
but  this  was  the  only  summer  in  which  a  single  pound  of 
venison  was  not  procured.  Indeed,  the  whole  of  their  supplies 
obtained  this  way,  during  the  voyage,  including  Ssh^  flesh, 
and  fowl,  did  not  exceed  twenty  pounds  a  man. 

The  weather  continuing  nearly  calm  during  the  96th,  and 
the  ice  keeping  at  the  distance  of  several  miles  from  the  land, 
gave  them  an  opportunity  of  clearing  the  decks,  and  stowing 
the  things  belonging  to  the  Fury^s  crew  more  comfortably  for 
their  accommodation  :  with  the  exception  of  a  few  patches  of 
snow  here  and  tbere»  the  whole  of  this  coast  was  free  from 
snow  before  the  middle  of  August ;  they  found  Mill's  harbour 
a  convenient  place  of  riielter,  with  sufficient  space  for  a  great 
number  of  ships.     The  depth  of  the  water  in  most  parts  is 
greater  than  could  be  wished,  the  beach  on  the  west  side  is  a 
fine  bold  one,  and  consists  of  small  pebbles  of  limestone,  the 
harbour  may  be  best  known  by  the  very  remarkable  flat- 
topped  hill,  which  Captain  Parry  named  after  Lieutenant 
Sherer.     This  particular  description  of  MiU^s  harbour  was 
deemed  necessary,  because  it  appears  probable  that  at  no  very 
distant  period,  the  whalers  may  find  it  of  service.     The  west- 
em  coast  of  Baffin's  Bay,  now  an  abundant  fishery,  will  pro- 
bably,  like  most  others,  fail  in  a  few  years,  for  the  whales  will 
always,  in  the  course  of  time,  leave  a  place  where  they  con- 
tinue year  after  year  to  be  molested.      In  that  case  Prince 
Regenfs  Inlet  will  undoubtedly  become  a  rendezvous  for  our 
shipsy  as  well  on  account  of  the  numerous  fish  there,  as  the 
facility  with  which  any  ship  having  once  crossed  the  ice  in 
Baffin's  bay,  is  sure  to  reach  it  during  the  months  of  July  and 
August.    Captain  Parry  saw  nine  or  ten  black  whales  the 
evening  of  their  arrival  in  Mill's  harbour ;  these  were,  how- 
ever, somewhat  below  the  middle  aze. 

By  carrying  a  press  ot  sail,  they  were  enabled  towards 
night,  on  the  kist  day  of  August,  to  get  into  clear  water,  and 
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by  (bur  A.  M.  on  tfic  fbllowing  ixj,  tbey  got  into  ■  perfectly 
open  sea  in  Barrow's  Strut,  and  wen  enabled  to  bear  awajr  to 
llie  eastward.  At  three  P.  M.  on  the  7th  of  September,  be- 
ing in  latitude  7%*  SO*,  longitade  60*  Sf,  and  hsTing  in  the 
course  of  eighty  niile«t  made  only  a  single  tack,  tbey  reached 
the  margin  f^  the  ice,  and  got  into  tbe  open  sea  on  its  eastern 
mde;  in  tbe  whole  coune  of  this  distance  tbe  ice  was  so  much 
spread,  that  it  would  not,  if  at  all  closely  **  packed,'*  hare 
occuped  one  third  of  the  place. 

The  openness  of  the  ioe  at  this  season,  when  compared  with 
its  extent  about  tbe  sane  time  tbe  preceding  year,  was  a 
decided  conftrmation  that  the  summer  of  16S4  was  extremely 
unfsTourable  for  penetrating  to  the  westward  about  the  usual 
latitudes.  How  it  proved  elsewhere  could  not  of  course  be 
conjectured,  hut  on  the  8th,  in  latitude  71'  6S.  longitude  60* 
SO*,  and  clf>so  to  the  margin  t^the  ice,  they  fell  in  with  the 
Alfred,  Ellison,  and  Elixabeth  whalers,  of  Hull,  all  running 
to  the  nurthward,  even  at  this  season,  to  look  for  whales.  As 
the  whaling  ^ipa  were  not  homeward  bound,  it  was  not 
deemed  necessary  to  send  dispatches  l^them.  AfierRnhour*s 
communication  with  them.  Captain  Pany  made  sail  to  the 
southward.  On  the  10th  an  easterly  wind  sprung  up,  which 
gradually  freshened  to  a  gale,  and  blew  strongly  for  twenty-four 
hours.  In  the  course  of  the  night,  and  while  lying-to  under 
the  fltorm  sails,  an  ice-berg  was  discovered  under  their  lee ;  the 
mun-topsail  being  thrown  a-back,  they  were  enabled  to  drop 
clear  of  this  immense  body,  which  would  hare  been  a  danger- 
ous neighbour  in  a  heavy  sea. 

Being  favoured  with  a  northerly  breeze  on  the  Ifith,  they 
began  to  make  some  way  to  the  southward.  After  this  they 
saw  but  one  ioe^borg,  previous  to  thdr  clearing  Davis' Strait. 
On  the  morning  of  the  S4th,  notwithstanding  the  continuance 
of  a  favourable  breeze,  they  met,  in  the  latitude  of  58P,  so 
heavy  a  swell  from  the  north-east  as  to  make  the  ship 
labour  violently  for  four  and  twenty  hours ;  a  calm  then 
fc^owed,  causing  the  ship  to  roll  heavily  in  tbe  hollow  of  the 
■ea.    On  the  morning  of  the  35tb,  it  freshened  into  a  gaki 
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whidi  brought  the  ship  under  the  mam  top-sail  and  storm 
btay-^sails ;  and,  at  seven  the  following  morning  it  increased  to 
a  gale  of  great  violence.  The  indications  of  the  barometer  pre* 
vious  to,  and  during  this  gale,  deserve  to  be  noticed ;  because  it 
is  only  about  Cape  Farewell,  that,  in  coming  from  the  north-^ 
ward,  this  instrument  begins  to  speak  a  language  which  has 
ever  been  intelligible,  as  a  weather  glass.  After  this  gale  the 
atmosphere  seemed  to  be  quite  cleared,  and  they  enjoyed  a 
week  of  such  remarkably  fine  weather  as  seldom  occurs  at 
this  season  of  the  year  ;  they  had  then  a  succession  of  strong 
southerly  winds,  but  were  enabled  to  continue  their  progress 
to  the  eastward,  so  as  to  make  Mould  head,  towards  th'* 
north-west  end  of  the  Orkney  Islands,  at  day  light  on  the  lOtli 
of  October ;  and  the  wind  becoming  more  westerly,  they  round** 
ed  north  Konaldslia  Island  at  noon,  and  then  shaped  a  course 
for  Buchan-ness. 

In  running  down  Davis^  Strait,  as  well  as  in  crossing  the 
Atlantic,  they  saw  on  this  passage  a  good  deal  of  the  Aurora- 
Borealis.  The  most  brilliant  display,  however,  of  this  beauti- 
ful phenomenon,  which  they  ever  witnessed,  and  which  far 
surpassed  any  thing  of  the  kind  observed  at  Fort  Bowen, 
occurred  on  the  night  of  the  S4th  of  September,  in  latitude 
58^''  longitude  ^Hk^"" ;  it  first  appeared  in  a  true  eastern  direc- 
tion in  detached  masses  like  luminous  clouds  of  yellow  or 
sulphur  coloured  light.  When  this  appearance  had  continued 
for  about  an  hour,  it  began,  at  nine  P.  M.,  to  spread  upwards 
and  gradually  extended  itself  into  a  narrow  band  of  light, 
passing  through  the  zenith  and  again  downwards  to  the  west- 
ern horizon.  The  intensity  of  light  during  the  brightest 
part  of  the  phendneroon,  which  continued  three  quarters  of 
an  hour,  could  scarcely  be  inferior  to  that  of  the  moon,  when 
full. 

As  they  approached  the  Orkneys,  Captain  Parry  demanded 
from  the  ofibers,  in  compliance  with  his  instructions  from  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  all  the  logs,  journals, 
drawings,  and  charts,  which  had  been  made  during  the 
voyage.     After  rounding  the  north-end  of  the  Orkneys,  oL  U« 
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lOtb  ot  October,  they  were,  on  the  IXth,  met  by  a  Btrraig 
Kutherly  wind,  vhen  off  PeterbeKl ;  Captain  Piny  tbeKTore 
immedutely  Unded  (for  tbe  Moond  time)  «t  that  fdaoe,  and 
■etting  off  without  dday  for  LoodoD,  arrived  at  tbe  Admiralty 
on  the  16tb  of  October  1825. 

The  Hecia  arrived  at  Sheenea  on  the  SOtfa  of  October, 
where  the  was  detained  for  a  few  dayi,  for  tbe  purpose  of 
Captain  Hoppner,  hii  officers  and  ship's  company,  being  put 
upon  their  trial  (according  to  the  customary  and  iadiBpeniabls 
rule  in  such  cases)  for  the  loss  of  the  Fury  ;  when,  it  ii  scarody 
necessary  to  add,  they  received  an  hraourdile  acquittal.  The 
Hecla  then  proceeded  to  Woolwich  to  be  paid  off. 

The  concluding  paragra^  of  this  eventful  and  interesting 
voyage,  does  equal  credit  to  Captun  Fany't  head  and  heart. 
'*Happy  aa  I  should  have  considered  myself  (says  he)  in 
solving  this  question,  instead  of  leaving  it  a  matter  of  specula- 
lion  and  conjecture,  happy  shall  I  also  be  if  any  Ubours  of 
mine,  in  the  humble,  though  it  would  seem  necessary,  office 
of  pioneer,  should  ultimately  ctmtribute  to  the  success  of  some 
more  fortunate  individual ;  but  most  happy  should  I  again 
bet  to  be  selected  as  that  individual ;  may  it  still  fall  to 
England's  lot  to  acoomplisb  this  undertaking  and  may  she 
evercontribute  to  the  advancement  of  science,  and  to  promote 
with  her  own  the  welfare  of  mankind  at  large  I  Such  enter- 
priseSa  so  dianterested  as  well  as  useful  in  their  object,  do 
bonourtotbacountrywhich  undertakes  them ;  even  when  they 
fail,  they  cannot  but  eadte  die  admiration  and  respect  of  every 
bberal  and  cultivated  mind  ;  and  the  page  of  future  hisloiy 
will  undoubtedly  record  them  as  every  way  worthy  of  a  pow- 
•rful,  a  virtuoui^  and  an  enUghteiKd  Datn," 


<    Wl    ) 


\: 


FOURTH     VOYAGE 


OF 


CAPTAIN    PARRT. 


Notwithstanding  the  failure  of  the  third  attempt 

of  Captain  Parry  which  has  just  been  narrated,  his  ardour 
was  in  nowise  damped  ;  and  in  the  spring  of  the  year  1826, 
he  addressed  himself  to  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty,  suggest* 
ing  the  possibility  of  reaching  the  North  Pole  by  proceeding 
from  Spitzbergen  over  the  ice,  and  through  any  spaces  of 
water  which  might  occur  by  means  of  sledge-boats.  This 
offer  was  backed  by  a  communication  from  the  Hoynl  Society 
recommending  its  adoption.  In  consequence  an  expedition 
was  ordered  to  be  equipped  for  that  purpose,  and  Captain 
Parry  was  appointed  to  the  command  of  it  His  Majesty's 
ship  Hecla,  was  again  put  into  commission  in  November  1820, 
and  Captmn  Parry  prepared  for  his  departure  in  the  spring 
of  the  following  year. 

The  opinion  of  those  navigators  who  had  virited  Spitsber- 
gen  and  especially  the  statement  made  by  Captain  Lutwidge, 
the  associate  of  Captain  Phipps  in  the  attempt  made  in  the 
year  1773,  was,  that  the  ice  to  the  north-east  had  the  ap- 
pearance of  one  continued  plane  of  smooth  unbroken  ice,  to  the 
distance  of  several  leagues.  Captidn  Phipp^s  observations  are 
to  the  same  effect.  Mr.  Sooresby  junior  says,  that  he  observed 
a  field  of  ice  in  these  parts,  so  free  from  hummock  or  fissure 
that  a  coach  might  have  been  driven  over  it  in  a  direct  line 
without  danger  or  obstruction  ;  and  in  a  paper  presented  by 
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him  to  the  Wernerian  Society  of  Edinburgh,  he  enlarges  in  bis 
observations  on  the  practicability  of  the  attempt.  Several 
experienced  masters  of  vessels,  engaged  in  the  whale  fishery 
also,  whom  Captain  Parry  consulted,  expressed  th^  opinions 
as  favourable  to  the  attempt. 

Captain  Franklin  also  had  so  far  adopted  the  opmion  of 
the  possibility  of  travelling  over  the  ice  in  the  manner  now 
proposed,  that  he  had  drawn  up  a  plan  for  making  the 
attempt,  and  placed  it  in  the  nands  of  Mr.  Barrow,  one  of 
the  Secretaries  of  the  Admiralty,  stating  that,  from  his  own 
experience  and  from  consultations  wliich  he  had  with  Captains 
Buchan  and  Beechey,  he  had  great  expectation  that  it  might 
be  successful. 

Two  boats  were  now  built  under  the  direction  of  Captain 
Parry  after  a  model  by  Mr.  Peake,  which  in  several  respects 
resembled  what  are  called  troop-boats,  having  great  flatness 
of  floor,  and,  with  the  extreme  breadth  both  fore  and  aft, 
afibrding  great  room  for  stowage  and  of  great  buoyancy, 
twenty  feet  long  and  seven  feet  broad.  On  the  outside  was  a 
covering  of  Mackintosh's  water-proof  canvass  coated  with  tar  ; 
over  this  was  a  plank  of  fir,  then  a  sheet  of  stout  felt,  and 
over  all  an  oak  plank.  The  whole  was  firmly  secured  to  the 
timbers  by  iron  screws,  and  finished  under  the  direction  of 
Mr.  Lang,  master-shipwright  of  Woolwich  dock.  The  elas- 
ticity of  this  mode  of  construction  was  well  adapted  to  the 
service  for  which  the  boats  were  intended. 

On  the  sides  of  tlie  keel  a  strong  runner  was  fixed,  shod 
with  smooth  steel  after  the  manner  of  a  sledge,  by  which  the 
boats  rested  on  the  ice.  Each  boat  had  also  two  wheels, 
and  a  small  one  abafV,  after  the  manner  of  a  Bath  chair,  hav- 
ing a  swivel  for  steering.  These  latter  however  did  not 
answer  the  intended  purpose  on  trial  and  were  removed.  A 
"  span  "  of  hide-rope,  was  attached  to  the  fore  part  of  the 
runners,  and  two  strong  ropes  of  horsehair,  for  dragging  the 
boat.  A  broad  leathern  shoulder-belt,  which  could  readily 
be  fastened  to  the  drag  ropes,  was  supplied  to  each  individual. 

The  interior  arrangements  consisted  only  of  two  thwarts, 
two  lockers  for  the  instruments  and  smaller  stores,  and  a 
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frame- work  along  the  sides  to  contain  the  bags  of  biscuit  and  the 
spare  clothing ;  a  bamboo  mast,  nineteen  feet  long,  a  duck  sail, 
which  served  also  as  an  awning,  a  spreat,  a  boat-hook,  fourteen 
paddles,  and  a  steer-oar,  completed  the  equipment  of  each  boat. 

Two  officers,  ten  seamen,  and  two  mariners,  formed  the 
appointment  for  each  boat ;  and  it  was  purposed  that  these 
boats  should  set  out  from  Spitzbergen,  about  the  beginning  of 
June,  and  to  occupy  that  and  the  two  following  months,  in  the 
attempt  to  reach  the  pole  and  in  returning.  They  calculated  on 
being  able  to  travel  at  the  rate  of  about  thirteen  miles  a  day. 

The  provisions  were  to  consist  of  Uscuits,  beef,  pemmican, 
sweetened  cocoa  powder,  and  a  portion  of  rum  concentrated  to 
fifty-five  per  cent,  above  proof,  for  the  sake  of  close  stowage. 

All  things  being  fully  prepared  for  their  departure  the 
following  offidal  Instructions  were  delivered  to  Captain  Parry. 

By  tlie  CornmUsioners  for  executing  the  office  of  Lord  High 
Admiral  of  ihe  United  Kingdom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ire- 
land,  Sfc, 

Whereas  the  President  and  Council  of  the  Royal  Society 
have  expressed  an  opinion  that  an  Expedition,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  attempting  to  reach  the  North  Pole,  **  cannot  fail  to 
aflTord  many  valuable  results,  and  settle  important  matters  of 
philosophical  enquiry,^  and  whereas,  conformably  therewith, 
we  have  thought  fit,  from  your  desire  to  be  employed  on  this 
service,  and  your  zeal  and  experience  in  prosecuting  discoveries 
in  the  Arctic  Regions,  to  intrust  to  your  charge  the  conduct 
of  the  said  Expedition,  and  to  appoint  you  to  the  command 
of  His  Majesty^s  Ship  Hecla  ;  you  are  hereby  required  and 
directed,  so  soon  as  the  said  vessel  shall  in  all  respects  be 
ready  for  sea,  to  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  the  north-- 
ern  part  of  Spitzbergen  ;  calling,  however  at  Hammerfest 
in  Lapland,  if  you  should  think  it  expedient  to  take  with  you 
from  thence  a  certain  number  of  tame  rein-deer  to  draw  the 
boats  over  the  ice. 

On  your  arrival  at  the  northern  shores  of  Spitzbergen,  you 
will  fix  upon  some  safe  harbour  or  cove,  in  which  the  Hecla 
may  be  placed ;   and  having  properly  secured  her,  you  are 
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(hen  to  proceed  with  the  boaU,  whate  equqiaietiUiutre,  undfcr 
your  OWD  dinctknu,  ben  funiubed  tafnmlj  {of  the  aemoe, 
-(tinetly  to  the  aorthwMd,  ud  uw  jrour  b«t  eodetvoun  to 
reach  the  North  Pole ;  and  htniag  made  such  (duorriiopg 
isa  *re  iperafied  id  the  iiutructkNu  for  jour  lanner  Toyagca 
in  the  Donheni  regions,  and  tudi  u  will  be  pouted  out  to 
jnu  bj  the  oonndl  of  tbo  Royal  Sodety,  added  to  thtue 
-which  your  own  expwiowe  will  Mggept,  you  will  be  careful 
to  retura  to  Spitdiergeo  bcfim  the  winter  wta  in,  and  at  Midi 
apetiod  of  the  autumn  as  will  ensure  the  vessel  you  conmuud 
not  beti^  froi«i  upt  and  thus  tMigci  to  winter  there. 

If,  in  proceeding  towards  the  pole^  any  difficulties  should 
arise  from  the  intervention  of  bi^  and  extensive  land,  w 
from  the  rugged  suriaoe  of  continuous  icc^  or  other  difficulty, 
4be  surmounting  of  whidi  would  evidently  requira  a  greater 
length  of  time  than  it  wuild  be  prudent  to  oonsunie  in  order 
-to  secure  your  safe  return,  you  are  in  such  case,  to  be  careful 
Dot  to  risk  your  own  life,  and  the  lives  of  those  who  accmn- 
pany  you  ;  even  though,  by  perseverance,  you  should  be 
latiafied  that  sudi  difficulty  might  be  overcome^  but  at  the 
cxpenoe  of  so  much  time  as  might  put  to  baaard  the  certunty 
of  returning  to  the  ship.  You  will  therefore,  in  such  cose, 
txmteDt  yourself  with  the  best  examinaiioo  of  such  land, 
should  any  be  found,  as  time  and  other  circumstanceG  will 
allow.  Previous  to  your  departure  from  the  Hecia,  you  are 
to  direct  Lieutenant  Forster  to  proceed,  in  a  boat  fitted  for 
the  purpose,  as  soon  as  the  seasoD  shall  be  sufficiently  advan- 
ced, to  survey  the  northern  and  eastern  coast  of  Spitsbergen, 
and  to  coDtinue  down  the  Utter  as  fiu  as  may  be  practicable  j 
with  instructions  to  him  to  make  observations  on  the  dip, 
variation,  and  iatenuty  of  the  magnetic  needle,  the  tempera* 
ture,  tile  Barometric  pressure  of  the  atmosphere  ;  and  such 
other  meteorolo^cal  phenomena,  as  he  may  be  enabled  to 
notice ;  the  extent  of  open  water  ;  the  quantity,  the  position, 
and  nature  of  the  ice  ;  the  depth,  temperature,  and  specific 
gravity  of  the  sea  ;  and  you  will  also  (tirect  him  to  pay  otteo- 
tioa  to  the  number  of  whales  he  may  meet  with,  in  order  that 
an  opinkw  may  be  fonosd,  as  to  ibe  •spodieooy  and  {: 
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billtjr  oT^xtendfaig  tile  whttit  firfiery  on  that  vcmUt ;  Md  ybu 
wiH'gnN^  him  wirfi  dKngOHjm  ay  to  the  time  he  » to  rendam  on 
tbift  'sOfTe]r»  et  will  enaAi^  bia  ratuni  to  the  Tessel^  so  te  not 
to  endanger  bet'  bttegabut  up  in  the  ice  for  the  winter. 

While  these  two  operationg  are  'carrying  onlyf  yourself 
and  Lieutenant  Poatef,  youate  to  instruct  the  oflcer  left  tn 
the  oommand  of  the*Heda,'lo  eijiploy  the  ofieera  and  men  re* 
maining  on  board,  itt'eaibraeHig  every  opportmiity  of  maidng 
nil  such  obaervationi  mi  majr  beat  GontriboCe  to  the  benefit  6( 
general  science,  and  cellect  and  preserve  ail  such  spedmena  of 
subjects  of  Natural  History,  whether  aiiiaials^  plants  or.  mine* 
rahy  as  may  be  deemed  new  or  carious. 

When  you  have  chosen  theaituation  in  wMch  tliesh'^ia 
to  remain,  and  have  become  acquainted  with  the  Ibeatiipettm* 
stances  of  the  coast,  you  will  beensibled  to  judge  of  the  in* 
siructiona  which  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  the  officer  who 
will  remain  in  the  command  of  the  ship,  for  ensuring  yomr 
finding  her  on  your  return,  add  for  fiioilitating  h&t  putting 
to  sea  as  soon  as  the  detached  parties  shall  have  rejcnned;: 
after  which  you  are  to  make  the  best  offyout*  way  to  England  ; 
and,  on  your  arrival,  you  ara<  immediately  to  repair  to  this 
ofiice  in  order  to  lay  before  us  a  full  account  of  your  proceed* 
ings,  taking  care,  befora  jrou  leave  the  ship,  to  demand  from 
the  several  oflioers,  petty  offioers  and  all  other  penonsoB 
board,  the  logs  and  journals  "they  nu^  have  kept,  together 
with  any  drawings  or  charts  they  may  have  made ;  whieb  are 
all  to  be  sealed  up^  and  to  be  thereafter  disposed  of  «S  we  may 
think  proper. 

Given  under  our  bands  the  Mth  of  Mardi,  18ST* 
(Signed)  .  Mrlvillb^ 

Wm.  Jorhstomb  Hofb, 
6.  C0CXBURK5 

C.  CuBRKy 

W.  R.  K.  Douglas. 
£y  Command  of  their  Lords/UpSf 
(Signed)        J.  W.  CaoxBi^ 

To  Ctipiam  fVUIkm  Editard  Pony,  Oom-' 
mmuUr  of  Hk  Mt§ut^'$  Shop  Hkcla. 

5C 
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■Ob.  the  4th  of  April,  1887^  the:  ^IiipVcompany  having 
received  three  moDths  w^ei  iQiadvaaoi^,  m  also  tbetr  river 
pty^  the  Heda  webbed  soobor -anil  (vok  her  departure  from 
the  Nore.  The  Comet  ateain  boat  aatisted  thom  u  fu  as 
OrfoidiMB%  and  then,  hariiis  received  ft  packet^  letters  and 
dnpotcbes,  gave' then  three  cfaeem  apd  Jbftde  them  farewell 
The  weather-  waa  remaricabljr  fine  fw  the  aeaawi  of  the,  year, 
ondthe winda w»«so<f»vour^ile  that  they  arrived  off  the 
island,  of  Some  on  the  17th,  without  having  made  one.  tack 
until  they  enterad  the  Fiord  which  fonns;  the  northem  en- 
trance. The  obwrvatioiu  made  on  the  variations  of  the 
magnetic  needle  ^ipear,  layi  Captftin  Patty,  among  the  lim- 
plert,  and  yet  the  stmigeBt,  in  fiivour  of  the  tbooiy  of  two 
magaotic  poles  in  the  northern  hemiqibcre  t^  the  earth. 

On  the  l8tb  the  wind  became  light  and  variable,  and  they 
wetv  occuiMed  in  beating  up  towardi  HammerfesL  Receiving 
a  {Hlot  on  board,  after  beating  all  night  agunat  an  ebb  dde, 
tb^  reaclied  their  anchorage  at  three  o'clock  in  the  morning 
oT  the  nineteenth.  Here  they  were  soon  visited  by  the  Rus- 
Qan  consul,  the  flollectar  of  the  cufitoniSi  and  Mr.  Crowe,  a 
British  merchant,  who  oSered  thnr  services  in  any  way  that 
might  be  desired. 

Lieutenant  Crorier  was  now  despatched  for  the  ran<deer 
whidi  were  to  accompany  the  party  in  their  journey  over  the 
ice ;  and  their  instruments  were  landed,  and  Lieutenant 
Foster  and  Captain  Parry  continued  to  make  observations 
doring  the  whole  time  they  remained  at  this  place. 

They  took  in  at  this  place  a  fresh  supply  of  water,  procured 
a  quantity  of  fish  and  venison,  and  bought  a  setof  snow  shoes 
and  practised  the  people  in  the  mode  of  walking  in  them  in 
deep  snow. 

The  23rd  bring  die  day  on  which  his  Majesty's  birth-day 
was  appointed  to  be  kept,  the  ship  was  dressed  in  colours  and 
a  royal  salute  fired.  On  the  same  afternoon  Lieutenant 
Cmzier  returned  from  Alten,  having  procured  eight  rein-deer 
to  be  used  in  travelling  over  the  ice,  and  a  supply  of  moss  fnr 
their  provender.    With  a  ndUr  of  akia  nnuid  tus  oeek, « 
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nngle  trace  of  skin  between  his  legs,  and  a  rein  fastened aHer 
the  manner  of  ■  halter  about  hii  neck,  thii  animal  is  perfcctF 
l_v  under  the  command  of  the  driver.  When  the  rein  is 
thrown  on  the  offside  of  the  animal,  he  slarls  at  a  full  trot. 
and'  when  the  ran  ia  thrown  back  on  the  aearaide  it  instantly 
stops  short.  At  first  gtymg  off  they  appear  distressed,  but 
ihi'y  soon  recover  themselves  and  then  procevd  with  ^parent 
esse.  The  only  mode  of  provoking  thdr  speod  is  by  shaking 
the  rein  over  th«r  back.  I'hey  will  travel  five  or  six  days 
without  food,  and  if  they  can  [Nck  up  the  snow  as  tbey  tranl 
they  want  no  water. 

On  the  S9th  of  April,  having  received  from  the  gentlemen 
at  Hanimerfcst  all  the  asuslance  required,  they  wdgbed 
anchor  at  six  o'clock  A.  M.  and  proceedtid  on  their  voyage. 

Nothing  particular  occurred  till  the  5th  of  May,  when  they 
met  with  the  first  straggling  mau  of  ice.  On  the  9th,  they 
were  taken  a-bock  by  a  squall  of  wind  i'rom  the  northward ;  on 
the  same  day  they  saw  two  whale  ships,  the  Al[^eus  and 
the  Active,  both  belonging  to  Peterhead,  and  oa  the  day  fol- 
kwing  several  others  came  in  sight  FriHn  Mr.  Bennett,  the 
master  of  one  of  then,  they  learned  that  several  of  the  ships 
had  been  in  the  ice  ance  the  middle  of  April,  and  that  tlw 
obstacles  to  the  sailing  to  the  northward  iiy  (lie  state  of  the 
ice,  were  greater  than  had  occurred  for  several  years. 

On  the  11th,  the  ice  opening  thry  entered  il  togeUier  with 
all  the  whalers,  and  proceeded  i<hiiiit  tifiy  miles  further  lo  the 
northward  and  saw  the  Unci  alwut  lllack  I'oint,  being  the 
southern  extremity  of  I'nnce  Charles's  Island,  when  tbey 
were  again  stopped  by  the  close  ice.  Oi)  the  14th  they 
an  ived  off  Hakliiyt*s  ULwllaiid,  uiiil  prepared  to  land  a  quan- 
tity of  provision.-!  and  uiIilt  stores,  intended  lo  be  a  supply 
for  the  party  on  their  return  from  the  nortiiward,  in  case  the 
ship  should  have  been  obliged  to  leave  these  parts  and  the 
exploring  party  not  be  able  at  once  to  reach  her.  Their  in- 
tentions however  were  frustrated,  for  a  hard  gale  came  on, 
threfdening  every  moment  to  djrive  tbem  from  tiieir  aiiclioragb 
A.t  length  the  ship  went  adiitt.    The  wind  blow  in  such  tre* 
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ttM  as  dnxwt  to  lay  the  •bipM  htr  beam-cndik 
71ie  MtuBtiDtt  of  the  ship  wu  nov  wy  pracMoua,  the  wind 
biowing  with  uiiidxt«d  TinleDce  sml  the  ice  in  a  lu^  pack 
under  their  lee.  A  tokunbly  arnooth  sod  open  part  being 
noticed  the  ahip  wasforced  lotu  the  pack,  and  after  receiving 
•everal  severe  Mmn,  die  waa  carried  onwards  under  all  tail 
and  they  got  hair  a  mile  within  the  ptdc. 
'  The  wttid  being  to  tite  nathward,  the  ice  drifted  aa  far  north 
as  it  «ouM  |f*o,  and  th^  ship  drove  with  it  to  the  eastward.  Od 
the  16th  the  pack  was  cemented  together  by  the  froat  t  they 
Were  now  in  latitude  80*  4/  18",  and  longitude  IS*  35',  and 
felt  themieWes  fbrtunate  in  leaehing  the  highest  latitude  lo 
which  they  wished  to  take  the  ship  ;  while  they  fdt  some 
nnxiety  as  to  their  finding  a  secure  harbour  ftfr  the  ship,  on 
their  departure  for  the  north. 

Te  be  enabled  to  fwin  a  judgment  as  to  their  prabalnlity 
of  procuring  water  without  the  expence  of  fuel,  they  laid  a 
black-painted  conTass  cloth,  and  also  a  piece  of  black  felt, 
lipon  th^  surface  of  the  snow,  the  temperature  of  the  atmoa- 
latere  bang  from  18*  to  99*.  lo  two  hoars  these  substances 
sunk  hnlf  an  inch  into  the  snow,  but  they  obtained  no  water ; 
they  also  cut  a  block  of  ice  from  «  hummock,  at  about  ten 
f^et  above  the  sea,  and  pounding  and  melting  it,  they  finind 
it  more  free  from  salt  than  that  which  was  in  their  tanks,  and 
had  been  procured  at  Hammerfest.  As  in  their  journey  over 
the  ice,  they  would  probably  have  to  depend  on  sudi  a  resource, 
it'was  considered  as  a  satisfactory  result. 

On  the  19th  the  ice  settled  together  and  inshore,  and  sub- 
jected the  ship  to  Mich  violent  pressure  as  few  vessels  could 
have  txHDe,  endangering  the  mdder,  and  not  leaving  room 
any  where  to  drop  the  lead  for  sounding.  On  the  StSnd 
Lieutenant  Ross  landed  with  a  party  of  officers  and  men,  and, 
bn  an  eminence  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  beach,  they  met  with 
two  graves,  bearing  the  dates  of  1741  and  1762  on  some  of 
the  stones  which  covered  them.  At  this  time  they  hod  no 
reasonable  prospect  of  getting  to  any  harbour,  and  the  time 
for  setting  out  on   the  main  object  of  tbe  eipeditioa  was 
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vtmdb'  Tbc  rinp  weetaei  Kcurefian  aay  iiiiiHdiato:dai- 
gnvand  tbedeby-cf  cfew  daji  at  the  oDOHncoixnuDt  of  the 
Beaton,  short  m  it-vas,  might  be  oCjfteKk  inqMrtanob  Uadcr 
all  circuimtuiew  therefon  it  aftpmcd  in  the-)iidgniait«f 
Captain  Parry,  that  ha  was  now  ptaoed  in  ane  of  thoae  aiU^ 
Am 'm  whidi  the  Loids  of  the  Admitaltyihad  autbotiiad 
him  to  act  upon  his  owD  judgment.  The  nature  of  tha-iee  was 
most  anfavonrable,  being  in  looee  pieces  about  ffteon  or 
twenty  yards  aqnare,  and  tbeoe  eumnioded  by  imaBet  piecaa 
thrown  up  by  the  recent  pieanire  upon  the  edges. of  tbe 
lai^r,  fiHnm^  an  appearajiee,  ae  tbe  aeacua  called  it,  of  a 
stoDemaaoa's  yard,  llie  only  inducement  to  proceed  under 
such  appearaooec,  was  tbe  certain^  that  floes  and  fields  lay 
beyond  it  and  the  hope  that  they  were  not  far  distant. 

Under  these  considerations  tbey  bdsted  out  tbe  boats  OM 
the  morning  of  the  97tfa,  and  having  put  the  things  into  one 
of  them,  endeavoured  to  get  htx  a  little  distance  Aom  tbe 
ship ;  but  such  wen  tbe  irregularitiea  of  the  ice^  that  it  was 
clear  that  without. additimial  help  tbcy  would  not  get  on  at.a 
greater  rate  than  a  mile  a  day,  and  in  effecting  that  distanea 
the  boats  would  be  liable  to  great  injury,  by  striking  i^untt 
the  angular  {neces.  Under  all  circumstances  thereibre  tbe 
stores  were  replaced  on  board  the  ship,  and  LJeutenant  Ilnss 
was  despatched  to  make  obeerrations.  He  traveled  about 
ten  miles,  and  on  his  retura  stated  tbe  geneml  ^^aranca  of 
the  Ke  to  be  much  of  the  same  kind  as  that  near  tbe  ship. 

The  extreme  difficulty  of  tmnaportiog  tbe  boats  led  Cap> 
tain  Parry  to  consider,  whether  he  might  not  more  effeotudly 
acoomplish  his  dengn  by  taking  only  one  boat*  but  contui^ 
ing  the  same  complement  of  men,  'Hicoaly  objectioo  aeeued 
to  be  that  it  would  occui:^  won  time  In  fenying  over 
pteoes  of  water  by  making  two  tripa  matead  of  one  t  but 
this  objection  appeared  to  be  obviated  by  tbe  increased 
rate  at  which  they  would  move  when  i^ioq  the  ice,  whieh 
It  was  thought  would,  be  tbs  case  una  d^  out  of  ten.  In 
that  case  all  would  not  beaUeto  sleep  in  one  boat  i  but  by 
fiwnung  sledges  of  the  I^ipland  snow  shoes,  tbey  proposed 
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(dragging  nearly  tbe  whole  wnght,  so  that  the  boftt  would  be 
lightened  of  the  coi^,  and'  Aey  Toind  Uut  ■  man  could  dn£ 
about  three  hnndred  fuoridB  ana  iledge,  with  more  eu&than 

:  he  conld  drag,  one  hundred  pounds  wdght  in  a  boat.  Upon 
these  sledges  half' the  party  aJtcm&tely  were  to  lodge  eai^ 

■ntj^t  undra-the  lee  of  the  boat  and  to  have  an  awung  stretdi- 

-ed  orer  them  Jikea  sloped  roof. 

On  tbe  twettty-^iintfa  Lieutenants  Foster  and  Croner,  with 
a  great  part  of  the  ship's  company,  went  with  a  spare  trsTelling 
boat  for  the  purpose  i  of  depositinga  quantity  of  proviHona 

■'ond  Btores  on  Red  Beach,  to  be  left'  there  as  a  deposit  in  case 
the  boats  should  return  to  the  eastward.  Their  labour  to 
effect  this  was  Tery  severe,  and  ailer  working .  iburteen  hours, 
they  were  oUiged  to  retam  to  the  boata,  and  renew  their  at- 

I  tempts  the  succracbig  day,  although  the  distance  was  only 
llboDt  six  mites.  They  had  however  the  opportunity  of  try- 
ing what  could  be  done  upon  a  regular  and  level  floe,  whidi 
lay  close  to  the  beach  and .  formed  an  (pinion  that  they  could 

:  travel  twenty  miles  a  day  on  ice  of  that  Itind. 

The  newly  suggested  plan  of  taking  only  one  boat,  now 
occuined  all  their  attention.  .Another  week  was  passing  aw^ 
and  no  prospect  of  getting  the  ship  free  so  as  either  to  proceed 
farther  nordi  or  get  her  into  mi  harbour  ;  and  Captain  Parry, 
after  holding  a  consultation  with  the  officers,  resolved  on  set> 
ting  out ; .  at  this  moment  however,  the  ice  around  them, 
which  had  opoied  at  regular  hours  with  the  tide,  for  the  past 
three  or  four  days,  set  them  more  rapidly  than  usual  to  the 
eastward,  and  caused  them  to  shoal  the  water  in  a  few  hours 
from  lifty-t  wo  to  twmty  fathoms,  and  on  the  following  raorning 
tofourteenbthomsandahalf.  Thisnew  change  in  thor  situa- 
tion required  all  tbeir  attention ;  for  though  the  ice  occasion- 
«lly  opened  and  shut  within  about  twenty  yards  of  the  ship 
oa  the  in>ahore  ade,  tbe  ship  herself  was  firmly  imbedded  by 
tbe  turned  up  masses,  which  pressed  upon  her ;  and  she 
formed  as  it  were  part  of  a  floe  which  driAed  about  continu- 
ally. This  drcumstance  was  of  little  importance  while  the  ship 
lay  in  oxty  fadwiaB  erf*  water,  as  she  was  fur  tbe  first  fourtetn 


TO    THE   MOBTn    POLK.  74? 

daysoT  their  besetmeat,  and  also  at  a  distance  of  several  miles 
fromihc  land  ;  but  it  now  became  a  matter  of  importanc*  to 
try  whether  they  could  liberate  the  ship  from  her  present  im- 
bedded state.  All  hands  were  in  consequence  set  to  work, 
with  handsfnkes  and  other  tools,  to  break  off  the  different 
masses  by  which  she  was  froiien  in,  and  after  three  days  labo- 
rious efforts  they  accomplished  it,  although  the  ship  was  even 
then  far  from  being  free,  there  b«ng  mssBcs  of  ice  doubled 
under  her  which  could  not  be  moved  without  more  space  for 
wolfing. 

On  the  4th  c^  June,  the  ice  about  them  slackened  veij  fast, 
and  the  ship  set  rapidly  to  the  eastward.  They  succeeded  in 
freeing  her,  and  then  laid  out  hawsers  for  moving  her,  should 
she  drive  into  shoal  water.  This  however  was  not  the  ctat, 
«d  the  water  gradually  deepened  to  upwards  of  sixty  fathoms. 

Painful  as  was  the  consideration  that  they  had  been  bj 
these  circumstances  prevented  from  pursuing  the  great  object 
of  llie  Tciyage,  the  propriety  of  it  was  manifest.  Had  the  ex- 
ploring party  quitted  the  ship  so  early,  there  would  not  have 
temained  a  sufficiency  of  hands  on  board  the  Heck  to  have 
insured  her  safety.  In  fact  it  appeared  to  be  a  providential 
drcumatance,  that  the  impracticable  nature  of  the  ice  for 
travelling  had  oflvrcd  no  encouragement  for  setting  out  be- 
fwe  the  appointed  time. 

All  hopes  of  finding  a  harbour  had  hitherto  rested  on  thdr 
getting  the  ship  to  the  westward  ;  but  the  decided  tendeni^ 
<^the  tee  to  drift  in  a  contrary  direction,  rendered  so  de»rable 
an  object  almost  impossible  to  be  effected  in  any  reasonable 
time.  A  constant  darkness,  and  frequently  a  dense  fog  bank 
in  the  horizon,  was  observed  as  the  vessel  continued  to 
drive  to  the  eastward,  which  indicated  open  water  being  in  that 
direction  ;  to  which  quarter  their  attention  was  now  particu- 
larly turned. 

For  the  two  following  days  they  continued  closely  beset, 
but  still  driving  to  the  eastward,  across  the  mouth  of  Weyde 
Bay.  In  the  adcriiooii  of  the  6^1^  they  had  driven  within 
fivemilesof  a  pmntof  land,  seeming  to  recede  considerably 
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to  the  rastwud,  whiuh  appeared  to  uiawer  to  the  ntuatkm  of 
Mufcle  or  Musaell  Bb;,  as  laid  down  in  the  ehart^  C^ttain 
Parry,  anuout  to  ucertain  whether  ibelter  could  be  found 
here  For  the  ihip,  tm  a  lane  of  water  appeared  at  no  great 
iliatance  from  them,  hauled  a  bout  over  the  ice,  and  theo 
rowed  on  thore,  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  FoMer,  and  aome 
of  the  other  officsra,  taking  a  amalt  atore  of  provinona  to  de- 
pont  rhere,  as  a  future  reaouroe  (or  their  par^,  abowld  they 
approadi  that  part  of  the  coast  oa  xbar  return. 

They  landed  at  half-past  tix  o'clock,  and  Mr.  Bird  remain* 
ed  to  bury  the  provinona,  while  Captain  Parry  and  lietit^ 
nant  FtMter  walked,  without  delay,  to  the  eaatward,  and  oa 
ascending  the  punt,  found  that  there  was  an  indentation  in 
the  coast  on  the  other  ude.  I'hey  now  hurried  on  with  all 
possible  haate  to  examine  the  place  further,  entertaining  the 
most  flattering  hopea  of  discovering  something  like  a  harbour 
for  the  ship ;  but  great  was  tbeir  m(»-tiGcatiai],  when  after 
three  hours  exceaaive  walking,  on  arriving  at  its  bead,  they 
found  that  it  waa  nothing  but  an  open  bay,  entirely  exposed 
to  the  inroada  of  all  the  northern  ice,  and  consequently  quii« 
unfit  for  the  ship. 

The  bay  waa  found  to  be  very  small,  being  only  about  two 
milea  in  depth,  and  lying  ten  miles  to  the  south-west  of 
Verl^en  Hook,  having  a  beach  compoaed  of  small  rounded 
Btonea,  and  covered  with  great  quantities  of  drift-wood.  Some 
of  the  treea  with  tbeir  roots  attached  to  them,  vrere  not  leaa 
than  eighteen  inches  in  diameter,  the  smaller  ones  were  very 
abundant,  the  whole  being  of  the  pine  tribe. 

The  land  to  the  westward  of  this  coast,  is  very  rugged  and 
OGuminatedf  while  that  to  the  eastward  asaumea  a  very  dif- 
ferent aspect,  being  of  a  more  smooth  and  rounded  outline. 
Large  Btreams  of  water  were  discovered  rushing  down  the 
sides  of  all  the  hills,  and  large  ponds  of  it  were  seen  in  every 
direction,  even  at  the  height  of  three  or  four  hundred  feel 
above  the  aea,  the  water  was  running  copiously,  almost  at 
midnight,  and  the  Saxijraga  OppotiAfbiia  was  quite  out  in 
flower,  a  drcumstance  never  befov  known  at  sudt  a  season, 


not  tftn  ftt  Winter  Iiland,  which  bet  nearly  foHrlMn  d^ren 
nore  loiithwanl. 

Seveml  rrin^deer  were  Dbaervedt  but  «  sid«U  om  only  was 
killed.  There  wu  an  extennve  floe  of  land-ice,  that  6Jled 
the  upper  pert  of  the  buy,  but  which  could  easily  have  been 
cut  through,  had  the  plaee  been  euch  u  to  require  it.  The 
eariation  of  the  magnetia  needle  observed  upon  the  iqe  «t 
thii  spot  waa  18*  Iff  fiV,  westerly. 

A  conriderable  space  of  open  water  waa  plainly  diitinguii)>. 
ed  from  the  hills  to  Ibe  eastwotd  of  VerUfien  Hook,  and  the 
party  felt  oonfident  tliat  if  they  could  l>Bve  placed  the  Hecia 
in  perfect  security,  the  boats  might  be  got  into  this  water, 
which  apparently  led  directly  to  the  northward,  and  thus 
have  reached  the  main  ice  with  little  of  no  difficulty.  But 
painful  as  such  a  necessity  was,  they  were  compelled  to  sub- 
mit to  the  necessity  of  awaiting  with  inconceivable  anxiety 
Bome  favourable  chance.  They  returned  to  the  boat,  greatly 
disappmnted,  and  reached  the  Hesla  early  in  the  morning  of 
the  7di. 

The  weather  had  continued  remarkaMy  fine  during  their 
three  week^s  stay  on  the  northern  coast  of  Spitzbergen,  and 
with  tlie  exception  of  only  two  or  three  hours  rain,  they  had 
enjoyed  a  clear  and  cloudless  sky,  with  scarcely  any  wind,  a 
warm  temperature  in  the  shade,  and  quite  a  scorching  sun. 
EKcellent  water  could  be  procured  in  great  abundance  upon 
the  ice  after  the  1st  of  June,  and  by  iheepd  of  the  first  week, 
.he  floe  pieces  looked  quite  blue  in  many  parts,  awl  every 
where  the  snow  had  become  too  soft  to  bear  a  man's  w«ghL 

The  ship  had  drifted  more  to  the  eastward,  and  was  within 
a  mile  of  the  spot  where  they  bnd  drpoelted  the  fxoviaiont 
on  the  preceding  evening  t  no  icb  remaieed  between  them 
and  the  land,  except  the  floe  to  which  they  had  ao  long  been 
attached  ;  round  which  they  were  obliged  occasionally  to 
M'arp,  whenever  a  slackening  ("f  ihe  ice  permitted,  to  prfveiit 
theTr  getting  too  near  the  rocks.  They  were  compelled  to 
reinaittinihat  situation  of  great  suspense  and  anxiety,  until 
theevenii^oflheSth,  when  a  bnteie  which  fortunately  aprung 
515 
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up  froDi  the  BOUtl<«rard  opened  the  ice  from  the  point  uf  the 
channel  to  three  or  four  hundred  yards,  which  enabled  (hem  to 
iwp  into  clear  water,  snd  round  the  point  in  ufety  ;  they 
conlid  make  bo  loundinga  with  tventj  fethoms,  st  one  ihird 
of  a  mile  from  a  amall  rocky  ifilet  lying  off  the  cbannel. 

The  wind  had  now  driven  the  ice  u  far  off  (he  land,  ns  to 
enaUe  them  to  form  a  clear  communication  with  the  open 
water  to  the  eastward  ;  eo  that  afW  a  beaetmeot  of  twenty>four 
days,  they  obtained  a  liberatioa  from  their  close  confinement. 
This  fortunate  and  long  wished  for  escape,  gave  fresh  ani- 
mation to  the  whole  of  the  party,  and  they  entertained  the  most 
confident  hopes  of  making  the  Heda  perfectly  secure  in  gome 
harbour  previous  to  their  departure  in  the  boats,  an  object 
which  appeared  so  desirable,  and  which  the  events  of  the  pre- 
ceding days  had  shown  to  be  indispensably  necessary,  before 
they  could  venture  to  set  out  They  then  stretched  along 
the  low  point  of  Verlegen  Hook,  in  hopes  of  finding  a  place 
of  security  for  the  ship,  but  found  some  swell  coming  in  from 
Waygatz  Strait,  and  the  wind  blowing  from  the  Nuthward, 
with  heavy  r<un,  during  the  night,  they  were  compelled  to  lay- 
to  till  the  weather  should  become  more  favourable.  The 
wind  and  rain  moderating,  and  finding  a  clear  sea  in  the  di- 
rection of  N.N.E.  early  in  the  morning  of  the  9th,  they 
made  sail  towards  the  Seven  Ulandi. 

They  discovered  a  bouse  on  the  low  shore  near  Verlegen 
Hook,  apparently  in  a  very  ruinous  state,  which  they  sup> 
posed  to  have  belonged  to  some  Rusuan  settlers.  Aa  a  proof 
that  the  heavy  or  field-ice,  seldom,  if  ever,  comes  actually 
home  upon  these  shores,  the  party  found  fur  the  first  time, 
heavy  grounded  ice  on  the  northern  coast  of  Spitsbergen, 
Fuch  as  they  had  formerly  been  accustomed  to  find  upon  all 
shelving  shores;  if  otherwise,  traces  would  be  lef^ofthat 
kind^  With  great  pleasure  they  fuund  no  other  ice  attached 
to  the  land,  except  large  grounded  masses  that  were  akuig  the 
sljore. 

Discoveringland  If  >  the  eastward,  they  naufed  upforit,  towards 
Hrandy  wine  Bay,  with  the  intention  of  examining  that  part  of 
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the  coast  for  a  safe  harbour  for  the  sh ip.  The  ^^packed"  ice  was 
four  or  five  miles  to  the  westward  of  them,  the  blink  being 
strongly  marked,  and  of  a  yellowish  colour,  over  the  whole  of 
the  northern  and  western  horizons.  They  stood  about  six  miles 
to  the  eastward  att^o  o*etock  in  the  afternoon,  when  they  struck 
soundings  in  seventeen,  and  immediately  afterwards  in  fifteen  fa^ 
thorns ;  upon  this  they  tacked  till  a  boat  could  be  got  a-liead  to 
sound,  as  no  land  could  be  seen  within  many  leagues  of  them, 
and  then  kept  to  the  E.N.C.  having  from  ten  to  fourteen 
fathoms  for  several  miles  in  that  direction.  A  quantity  of 
heavy  ice,  apparently  aground,  was  perceived  to  the  south- 
eastward,  lying  around  the  **  Low  Island  **  of  Phipps,  at  a 
distance  of  four  or  five  miles,  but  the  weather  being  thick  and 
hazy,  with  rmn,  sleet,  and  snow,  they  were  obliged  to  put  the 
ship's  head  to  the  north-west,  and  lie-to  ;  they  drifted  to  the 
northward,  and  soon  dropped  off  into  deep  water.  No  bot- 
tom could  be  reached  with  the  hand-leads. 

lliey*  were  now  desirous  to  stand  in  towards  the  eastern 
land,  but  the  weather  continuing  thick,  rendered  it  very  dan- 
gerous to  venture,  till  11  o^ciock  in  the  morning  of  the  10th, 
when  they  made  sail  towards  Brandywinc  Bay  ;  the  wind 
being  then  from  the  W.  S.  W.,  or  nearly  dead  upon  the  shore. 
In  consequence  of  the  weather  clearing  up  soon  after  one  in 
the  afternoon,  the  eastern  land  was  seen,  and  grounded  ice 
was  soon  after  discovered  off  Low  Island.  Walden^s  Island 
appeared  pliunly  to  their  sight  to  the  north-east.  The  Bay 
was,  apparently,  deeply  indented,  and  seemed  likely  to  afford 
such  nooks  as  they  wanted  ;  and  where  so  large  a  space  of 
open  water,  and  consequently  some  sea,  had  been  exerting 
its  influence  for  a  considerable  time,  the  most  sanguine  and 
flattering  hopes  were  entertained  by  the  whole  party  of 
having  access  to  the  shores,  suflBciently  near,  at  least,  to 
enable  them  to  saw  into  some  safe  and  desirable  place  of 
shelter.  But  how  great  was  their  surprise  and  mortification, 
when  they  found  that  the  whole  of  the  coast,  from  the  islands 
northwards  to  Black  Point,  and  apparently  as  far  as  Walden's 
Island,  was  rendered  inaccessible  by  one  continuous  and  heavy 
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floe  enrj  where  attaclicd  to  the  ihorec,  snd  to  the  numberleu 
gnmM«d  tnatsei  about  the  nknd,  vhich  fwined  mn  eminence 
of  uxor  seven  miles  to  width,  in  nutoy  places,  and  not  less 
than  twelve  Test  in  thickness  n«w-  the  nar^n  1 

-  They  fltood  in  towards  this  floe,  from  the  north-wcsi  ward, 
but  no  bottom  was  found  with  thirty-five  fathoms  of  line. 
They  then  sailed  out  on  the  opposite  tack  for  about  a  mile. 
'fhey  were  now  within  four  or  five  miles  from  the  north-east- 
em  part  of  the  island,  when  they  suddenly  struck  soundings 
iti  ten  fatbonB,  and  which,  before  they  had  time  to  get  the 
ship's  beckd  mund,  they  found  had  decreased  to  seven  fatlioms. 
A  boat  was  immediately  lowered,  and  Capt^n  Parry,  on 
sounding,  found  that  some  heavy  masses  of  ice,  lying  near 
the  ship,  and  doae  off  the  mary^n  of  the  fioe,  were  aground 
in  Kix  faihont  i  this  appeared  to  be  a  bank  lying  by  itbelf  at 
that  distanoei  upon  which,  probably,  there  was  less  water  to 
be  found  as  the  floe  prevented  their  sounding,  more  to  the 
eastward  about  the  shoaleat  part. 

The  prospect  from  the  mast-bead  at  this  time  threw  a  damp 
over  every  sanguine  expectation  that  had  been  entertained,  of 
Uieir  being  soon  eni&led  to  place  the  Hecla  in  perfect  security, 
and  willin^y  would  Captain  Parry  at  that  period  have  per- 
suaded himself  if  possible,  that  he  would  be  justified  in 
quitting  her  at  sea  ;  but  such,  however,  was  the  nature  of 
the  navigation,  as  regarded  the  combined  difficulties  that 
might  arise  from  ice  and  a  large  extent  of  shoal  and  unsurvey- 
ed  ground,  that  even  with  a  full  complement  of  officers  and 
men  on  hoard,  all  their  strength  and  exertions  would  scarce- 
ly have  sufficed,  in  «  ungle  gale  of  wind,  lo  have  kept  the 
ship  tolerably  secure.  The  conclusion  which  they  drew  was, 
that  thus  to  have  left  the  ship,  would  have  been  to  expose 
her  to  imminent  peril,  rendering  it  imposuble  to  conjecture 
where  they  would  find  her  on  tlieir  return. 

I'bey  now  stood  lo  the  north-west  to  gain  an  olBng  ;  the 
wind  having  freshened  up  from  the  S.VV.  by  W.,  which  they 
expected  would  haVe  brought  the  dril't  ice  from  the  "  pack ' 
upon  the  land,  Ixit  after  liaving  stulcd  eighteen  miles,  they 
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node  to «  qmiiitity  of  ioe  that  was  stctettiing  off  titom  thB 
margin.  Tfiey  laiekdd  at  11  o'clock  at  n^ht,  and  found  Ibi^ 
the  estimated  latitude,  by  their  ruti  from  Low  Island,  was 
80<*  36'.  No  obstruofion  wiMcver  ap|iealr^  Ht  that  time  to 
tl>e  north  and  Dbrth-we^  of  them,  and  in  all  probalniity^ 
they  might  have  run  to  SO}*"  had  there  been,  any  lOlyect  in 
their  so  doing. 

They  then  dettemnned  on  taking  advantage  of  the  westerly 
wind,  and  of  the  lee  afforded  them  by  the  ice,  add  to  stand  hadk 
to  tbe  sotithwiard  towards  Waygatz  Strait^  wfaei^  a  dark  puxw 
pie  sky  appeared,  which  they  thought  indicated  clear  wa|er, 
and  where,  fix)m  the  clearness  of  the  ehores  about  Verlegen 
Hook,  they  entertained  great  hopes  of  beuig  able  to  have 
access  to  the  land  near  some  liarbour ;  Ikey  kept  in  that  di« 
rection  during  the  night,  but  found  the  ice  to  be  drifting  vety 
fast  to  the  eastward. 

On  the  morning  of  the  11th,  they  found  great  difficulty  in 
getting  to  the  windward  of  the  flhoal  ground,  off  the  west  end 
of  Low  Island,  the  ice  having  approadied  so  near  to  it, 
though  forty-eight  hours  previous  to  that  time,  none  could  be 
seen  from  the  sbtp^  deck,  in  a  more  westerly  direction ;  when 
they  had  proceeded  further  to  the  southward,  they  found 
that  the  same  effect  had  been  produced  in  a  much  more  aur*- 
prising  degree  under  all  the  lands  about  theentrUDce  of  Way^ 
gatz  Strait,  and  towards  Veriegen  Hook  ;  thus  they  found  it 
impossible  to  have  reached  any  of  the  shores  that  appeared 
in  sight  from  their  mast-head ;  baffled  in  th^r  intentions  they 
agidn  pushed  back  to  the  northward,  there  being  every  pro- 
bability, should  the  westerly  wind  continue,  of  their  having 
no  space  in  which  they  oocild  keep  under  way,  preferring  to 
be  beset  in  a  high  latitude,  if  they  should  be  beset  at  all.  In 
the  course  of  the  12th,  the  wind  had  shifted  so  iar  to  the 
northward,  as  to  enable  them  to  obtain  a  sight  of  the  main 
ice,  and,  at  the  same  time  to  examine  about  Walilen  Island ; 
though  tliey  entertained  little  hopes  of  £nding  a  harbour  on 
so  small  a  spot  of  land>  for  there  was  every  probability,  should 
they  be  so  fortunate  as  to  discover  a  harbour,  that  this  i( 
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would  form  one  of  the  stations  to  which  proiriuons  end  infor- 
mation could  be  carried,  as  an  asustonce  to  th«r  party  on 
thnr  return  from  the  northward. 

After  they  had  beaten  through  much  ice,  of  the  drift  or 
broken  kind,  that  had  collected  together  for  the  last  two  days, 
they  at  length  got  into  an  open  space  of  water  in-shore,  abotit 
six  miles  to  the  northward  of  Low  Island,  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  ISth,  they  stretched  in  towards  Walden  Island, 
around  which  they  found,  a  conaderaUe  quantity  of  fixed  ice, 
which  entirely  enveloped  the  inner  or  eastern  end  of  the  island. 

They  had  scarcely  seen  the  blue  sky,  erer  since  they  had 
got  into  open  water,  and  hod  experienced  fog,  sleet,  or  snow 
during  almost  all  that  time.  They  were  still  at  a  loss  to  know 
the  position  of  the  main  ice,  while  the  nature  of  that  through 
whicli  they  hod  been  sailing  for  so  many  miles,  was  very  un- 
favourable to  the  prt^ress  of  boats  over  it,  whenever  It  should 
become  packed. 

On  the  16th  of  June,  Walden  Island  being  clear  of  the 
loose  ice,  tliey  sailed  towards  it,  and  when  within  two  miles 
observed  that  about  half  that  space  was  occupied  by  land  ice ; 
however,  being  desirous  of  a  better  view  than  the  crow's-nest 
afforded,  and  also  of  depositing  a  supply  of  provisions,  Captain 
Parry  and  Lieutenant  Foster  landed  upon  the  ice.  and  walked 
over  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  of  high  and  nigged  hum- 
mocks to  the  shore.  Ascending  about  three  hundred  feet, 
they  had  a  view  of  the  Seven  Islands,  and  of  land  beyond 
them  far  to  the  eastward,  and  here  tlie  whole  sea  was  covered 
with  one  unbroken  land-floe  attached  to  all  the  shores,  ex- 
tending each  way  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  This  pros- 
pect destroyed  every  hope  of  finding  a  harbour  among  the 
Seven  Islands,  and  therefore  after  depositing  the  provisions 
which  were  to  be  left  here  fra:  a  supply  to  the  boats  on  their 
return,  they  returned  to  the  ship. 

Observing  that  the  sea  was  perfectly  clear  to  the  northward, 
they  now  stood  for  Little  Table  Island,  hoping  that  the  rock 
off  iu  DortherD  end  might  afford  shelter  for  the  ship.  Lieu 
tenant  Rooa  was  sent  on  shore,  but  could  find  no  place  of 
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tbeller,  and  haviDg  depouted  another  small  (tore  of  proviaona, 
returned.  This  was  the  aaiy  island  round  whidi  a  ship  at 
this  time  might  sail>  all  the  others  being  enclosed  by  barrien 
of  ice. 

niie  17th  of  June  had  now  arrived  and  no  prospect  appear> 
ed  of  getting  the  Heda  into  harbour ;  and  every  day's  expni- 
ence  shewed  that  it  would  be  an  act  of  great  nuitnefla,  to 
attempt  to  quit  her  in  her  present  utuation,  which,  even  with 
all  her  officers  and  men,  was  one  of  great  precariousneM. 
Captain  Farry  tbcrefore  thought  it  his  duty  to  call  officially 
on  his  officers  for  their  opimon,  wluch  be  found  to  agree  ei^ 
tirely  with  his  own. 

On  the  evening  of  the  18th  of  June,  while  slanding-ia  for 
the  high  land  to  the  eastward  ofVerlegen  Hook,  they  per. 
ceived  from  the  crow's-nest,  a  low  point  wluch  might  possibly 
afford  some  shelter  for  the  ship  ;  and  on  the  following  mom- 
fig,  accompanied  by  lieutenant  Ross,  Captain  Farry  proceed- 
ed to  examine  it.  They  found  it  to  be  a  considerable  bay, 
affording  excellent  land-locked  anchorage,  and  sufficiently 
clear  of  ice  to  punnit  the  ship  to  enter.  Having  sounded  the 
entraitce  to  bring  her  in,  the  main  object  of  thdr  enterprise 
now  appeared  within  th^  grasp  and  all  felt  stimulated  to  new 
exertions.  The  ship  was  towed  and  warped  in  with  great 
alacrity,  and  on  the  SOth  they  dropped  anchor  in  Heda  Cove, 
in  thirteen  fathoms,  and  made  fast  to  the  land-ice,  which 
still  tilled  all  the  upper  part  of  the  bay.  After  resting  a  few 
hours  they  proceeded  to  saw  a  canal  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in 
length,  through  which  the  ship  was  removed  into  a  better 
situation  and  properly  secured.  On  the  following  tnc»iting, 
they  hauled  the  launch  up  on  the  beach,  and  Captun  Fany 
ordered  such  stores  and  proviuons  to  be  landed  as  would 
render  the  party  who  were  now  to  leave  the  ship  and  proceed 
in  the  boats,  sufficient  resources,  if  on  th^r  return  they  should 
find  the  ship  driven  to  sea  by  the  ice.  Lieutenant  Foster, 
upon  whom  the  command  of  the  Heda  would  now  devolve, 
was  directed  to  send  notjce  in  the  course  of  the  summer  to 
the  various  stations  where  provisions  were  deposite-.l,  stating 
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the  situation  of  the  ship  and  any  oihar  inrormation  which 
might  be  useful  for  Captain  Parry's  guidance^  on  retuitMi^ 
from  the  north. 

Every  thing  being  now  completed,  Captain  Parry  and  j]is 
party  left  the  ship  with  the  two  boat8»  which  they  named  the 
Enterprise,  and  the  Endeavour.  Mr.  Beverly  was  attached 
to  the  boat  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Parry  and  Lieute- 
nant Ross,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Bird,  was  attached  to  the 
other.  Lieutenant  Crozier  accompanied  them  in  one  of  the 
ship^s  cutters,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  some  of  the  weight 
as  far  as  Walden  Island,  together  with  a  store  of  provisions 
to  be  deposited  on  Low  Island,  as  an  intermediate  station  be-^ 
tween  Walden  Island  and  the  ship«  As  it  would  be  necessary 
not  to  prolong  their  return  beyond  l)ie  end  of  August,  they 
took  only  seventy-one  days  provisions,  which,  including  the 
boats,  and  every  other  article,  amounted  to  two  hundred  and 
sixty-eight  pounds  a  man  ;  and  as  the  rugged  nature  of  the  ice 
rendered  it  improbable  that  either  the  rein- deer,  or  the  snow 
shoes  would  prove  of  any  service,  they  gave  up  the  idea  of 
taking  them,  and  constructed  out  of  the  snow-slioes  four  ex* 
cellent  sledges  for  dragging  a  part  of  their  baggage  over  the 
ice;  and  these  proved  of  inyaluable  service  to  them,  while  the 
rest  of  the  things  just  mentioned  would  only  have  been  an 
incumbrance. 

Having  received  the  usual  salutation  of  three  cheers,  from 
those  whom  they  left  behind,  they  paddled  through  a  quan- 
tily  of  loose  ice  at  the  entrance  of  the  bay,  and  then  steered 
for  the  western  part  of  Low  Island,  which  they  reached  at 
half-past  two  on  the  roornin*^  of  the  22nd. 

On  the  following  day,  having  deposited  the  provisions 
which  were  to  be  left  here,  they  set  off  at  four  o  clock  in  the 
morning,  paddling  \vnt<!h  and  watch,  to  give  the  people  a  little 
rest.  The  weather  was  quite  calm,  a  good  deal  of  ice  was  seen 
about  the  island,  and  a  thick  fog  coming  on,  they  were  obliged 
to  grope  their  way  for  several  hours  to  get  clear  of  it.  They 
saw  a  great  number  of  walrusses  lying  in  herds  upon  the  ice, 
and  on  observing  the  boat*^,  they  plunged  into  (he  water 
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to  fuUoir  them.  The  tound  which  tliejr  utter  Is  something 
bttwecn  bellowing  and  very  loud  snorting,  whidi  togelHer 
with  tfieir  grin,  bearded  countenances,  mode  them  a|q)cnr 
rather  formidable  Mtemie*  to  oootoad  witli,  but  ai  they  never 
make  the  first  attack,  the  party  deemed  it  advisable  not  to 
ndest  ihem,  for  tbey  would  soon  have  destroyed  the  boats,  if 
one  of  them  bad  been  wounded. 

After  they  had  rested  a  few  hours,  and  removed  die  pro* 
vinona  and  other  articles  from  Lieutenant  CrQiter''d  bont,  they 
parted  with  him  and  set  off  for  Little  Table^lsland  at  three 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  the  twmty-tliird  {  aa  tiiey  antici- 
pated finding  much  open  water  in  that  neighbourhood  in  the 
autumn,  Captmn  Parry  sent  directions  to  Lieutenant  Foster, 
to  deposit  a  spare  boat  at  Walden  Island  in  time  for  his 
return,  in  cose  any  accident  should  happen  to  make  them 
require  tt 

They  found  that  the  land-ice  continued  to  adhere  to  tlic 
Seven  Islands  ;  along  the  margin  of  which  they  rowed  a  part 
of  their  way  to  Little  Table  Island,  where  they  arrived  at 
ten  o'clock  at  night,  'i'hey  examined  and  re-:<ccured  the  pro- 
viiiooa  that  had  been  lefl  on  shore,  having  found  that  their 
depot  had  been  disturbed  by  the  bears.  The  weather  at  this 
time  being  calm  and  dear,  and  the  prospect  to  the  northward 
very  favourable,  and  very  Httte  loose  ice  to  be  &ecn,  they  took 
their  final  leave,  at  half-past  ten,  of  ibe  Spitsbergen  shores, 
as  thoy  hoped,  for  at  least  two  months.  'I'hey  steered  due 
north,  and  made  very  good  progress. 

As  their  plan  of  travelling  was  nearly  die  same  throughout 
this  excursion  afier  they  entered  upon  the  ice,  it  may  be 
advisable  to  give  some  account  of  their  usual  mode  of  pro- 
ceeding. It  was  dieir  intention  to  travel  wholly  by  night, 
and  to  rest  by  day,  there  l>eing  constant  day-light  in  (hose 
regions  during  the  summer  soason.  The  advantages  of  that 
plan,  which  was  occo^onally  deranged  by  circumstances,  con- 
sisted first,  in  their  avoiding  the  intense  and  oppressive  glare 
from  the  snow  during  the  time  of  the  sun's  greatest  altitude, 
so  as  to  prevent,  in  some  degree,  the  painful  inflammation  in 
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the»;^;eaNcd  •* «Mnr>bbidi>eH,"  whwh  u  a>iii»aB:iii  ali 
anoit'y  lUuRtriM.  Ttwj  abb- thai  «ijoTfldxgrNlcr  ■arnrtfa 
during-  the  koun  of  rest,  and  faad  a  better  cduuMS  of  drjiog 
tbrir  -clotbei ;  beudea  wbichj  tfnj  derived  egKst^nmtage 
fiDin  the  §now  b«ng  hsrder  at  night,  wfakhienderad  it  Iwtter 
Tor  trafeiring.  The  only  dindvnitage  attending  Uiat  plau 
was, that  the  fogs  were  somewhatiaocefnqnent,andmc»ethiclc> 
hj  night  than  by  day  ;  in  odier  re^ieots,  the  tempeaturc 
underwent  but  little  variatioa  during  the  twenty>fbur  bouri. 
Tlirir  travelling  by  night  and  sleeping  by  day  so  completely 
inverted  the  natural  order  of  things,  (hat  it  was  aometimes 
dtflicillt  16  pemiade  themaelvea  of  the  reality.  Even  Captain 
Pan^r  himself,  and  the  officers,  who  were  all  fumiBhed  withi 
packet  chronometers, '  omild  not  always  bear  in  mind  at  what 
part  of  the  twenty-four  hours  they  bad  arrived  ;  and  tevoal 
of  the  men  positively  decUred  that  they  never  knew  nigbi 
from  day  during  the  whole  excursion. 

They  rose  in  the  evening,  and  always  commenced  tfaar 
day  with  prayers  ;  aftnr  which  they  took  off  thar  fur  dee{»* 
ing-dresses,  and  put  on  those  for  travelling ;  the  former  being 
made  of  camblct  lined  with  racoon  Bkina,  and  the  latter  of 
strong  blue  box-doth.  Tlicy  always  put  on  the  aame  stook- 
iDgs  and  boou for  travelling  in;  whether  they  had  become 
dry  during  the  day  or  not  ;  but  it  mostly  happened  that  they 
wen  either  wet  or  hard  frozen.  But  that  indeed  was  of  no 
consequence,  beyond  the  discomfort  of  first  putting  them  on, 
as  they  were  sure  Co  get  thorou^ly  wet  soon  after  coromeno- 
ing  their  journey  ;  while  on  the  other  hand,  it  was  of 
vital  importance  for  them  to  keep  dry  things  for  sleeping  in. 
After  they  were  "  rigged "  for  travelling,  and  breakfiuted 
upcn  warm  cocoa  and  biscuit,  they  stowed  the  things  in  the 
boats  and  on  the  sledges,  to  secure  them  from  the  wet,  and 
then  set  off  for  tlieir  day's  journey.  They  usually  travelled 
for  about  five  hours,  then  stopped  an  hour  or  two  to  dine, 
and  again  travelled  four,  five,  and  sometimes  six  hours,  accord- 
ing to  circumstances  ;  afUr  which,  (bey  halted  for  (he  night, 
■a  tbey  called  k,  though  it  waa  usually  early  iiL  the  t 
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tmd  hmAsdihmr  boats  upon  the  largeBt  surface  ot  ioe,  wludi 
bappsBsd  to  ba  near  lbsai,.ui  ordar  to  avaid  the  danger  of  jyu 
breaking  up  by  oomiag  in  contact  nith  other  niagaes,  and  alip 
toprerontdnftaamachaBpoBsible.  Tbey  then  phaed  tb^ 
bpats  alongside  of  each  othecy  with  their  stems  to  the  wind, 
and  the  snow  or  wet  was  cleared  out  of  them,  and  the  saili^ 
supported  by  the  bamboo  masts  and  three  paddles,  placed 
over  them  as  awnings,  an  entrance  being  left  at  the  bow. 
The  men  then  put  on  dry  stodungsand  fur  booths  after  which 
tbey  set  about  the  necessary  repairs  of  the  boatSi  sledges,  or 
clothes ;  and,  after  having  served  up  the  pfovisioos  for  the 
succeeding  day,  they  went  to  supper.  Most  of  the  officers  and 
men  then  smoked  their  ppes,  which  served  to  dry  the  boats 
and  awnings  very  much.  This  part  of  the  twenty<-four  hours 
was  their  only  time  of  enjoyment ;  the  men  told  their  stories, 
and  *^  fought  all  their  battles  o'er  again/^  and  the  labours  of 
the  day,  unsuccessful  as  they  had  often  been,  were  forgotten* 
A  regular  watch  was  set  during  their  resting-time,  to  look  put 
for  bears,  or  for  the  ice  breaking  up,  as  well  as  to  attend  to 
the  drying  of  the  clothes,  each  vmn  alternately  taking  thf 
duty  for  one  hour.  Tbey,  then  concluded  tlie  day  with 
prayers  ;  and  lay  down  to  sleep,  in  their  fur  presses,  with  a 
d^ree  of  comfort  wluob  few  persons  would  ima^ne  possible, 
under  such  circumstances.  After  they  had  slept  seven  hourS| 
the  man  appointed  to  boil  the  copoa  roused  them,  when  it  wa^ 
r^dy,  by  the  sound  of  a  bugle,  and  t|iey  ,th^|i  commepo^ 
their  day  m  the  manner  before  described. 

The  allowance  of  provisions  for:  each  mfin  per  day  was  as 
follows : — 

Biacuit * 10  ounces. 

Pemmican •••••••♦    9     .  ** 

Sweetened  Cocoa  Powder       1       /^     to  make  one  pint 

Rum*** f     1  pll. 

Tobacco    m^    8  ounces  per  week. 

Their  fuel  cooaiated  entirely  of  sprita  of  wine,  of  which  two 
pints  formed  their  daily  allowance.  They  cooked  their  cooqh 
in  an ;  iron  boiler  over  a  i^aUow  iron  lump,  with  sev.en  wickiu 
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Cfne  pint  of  the  flpMti  of  WiiK^^'wiii  feund  toBldmt  for  piw 
paring  thnr  breakfnsts,  that  'iB,  for  tfWtiiiff  twtnxj-ofjbti^bm 
6f  uhlet.  When  the  weather  WM  calm  aoj  foir,  di»  quantity 
(if  niet  bAnight  it  la  the  boiKng-  pcitlt  in  afatnit  ■■  hour 
dhi  a  quarter.  This  made  a  very  comfortable  meal  to  per- 
sohs  situated  as  they  were.  Such,  whh  toy  little  variatioD, 
was  their  regular  routine  during  the  whole  of  their  exeuraon. 

On  Sunday,  the  S4lh,  at  ten  o'clock  at  nighl,  they  set  off 
bii  their  first  journey  orer  the  ice.  They  found  it  very  slow 
and  laborious  travelling ;  the  pieces  of  ice,  bang  of  small 
extent  and  very  rugged,  obliged  them  to  make  threejoumies, 
and  lujmctimeB  four,  with  the  boats  and  baggage,  and  to  launch 
sf  vcral  limes  across  narrow  pools  of  water  :  every  individual 
however  exerted  himself  to  the  very  utmost,  with  the  hope  of 
sioner  reaching  the  main  or  field  ice.  They  stopped  to  dine 
at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  S£th,  havit^  made  about 
two  miles  and  a  half  of  northing  ;  after  which  they  again  aet 
forward,  and  proceeded  till  eleven,  when  they  halted  to  rest. 

They  set  out  at  half-past  nine  in  the  evening  ;  but  found 
iSieir  way  to  lie  over  nothing  but  small  loose  rugged  masses 
of  ice,  separated  by  tittle  pools  of  water,  which  obliged  them 
constantly  to  launcli  and  haul  up  the  boats,  each  of  which 
operations  required  them  to  be  unloaded  and  occupied  nearly 
a  quarter  of  an  hour.  On  the  morning  of  the  S6th,  it  rained 
Very  Iiard,  which  ohtiged  them  to  take  shelter  under  the 
awnings.  But  the  weather  improving  at  six,  ihey  again 
moved  forward,  and  travelled  till  a  quarter  past  eleven,  when 
they  hauled  up  the  boats  upon  the  only  large  floe  piece  that 
appi-ared  in  sight 

They  pursued  their  journey  at  half-past  nine  in  the  evening, 
but  the  weather  being  very  thick,  and  the  ice  much  in  mo- 
tion, made  it  very  dangerous  to  cross  with  loaded  boats ;  and 
when  they  came  to  the  mai^n  oF  Che  floe-piece  on  which 
they  had  slept,  seeing  no  road  by  which  they  could  proceed 
with  safety,  tliey  preferred  remaining  where  they  were,  to  the 
risk  of  being  driven  back  to  the  southward,  on  one  of  the 
■mailer  masses.    They  therefbn  halted  at  midnigfat,  having 
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waded  Am  quartern  o(  a  mile  thmugb  nter»  from  two  l»  fiv9 
iaehes  deep  upoo  the  ioc 

Ob  the  SSth,  at  •cfca  o'clodt  ia  the  morning,  they  came 
to  a  floe,  conred  with  hi^  asd  rugg^  hummock^  which 
opposed  a  fiimtdable  obstacle  to  tbeir  progress.  These  fid- 
lowed  each  other  in  auccesNve  Iters,  so  that  they  bad  no  aooner 
crosBsd  (Hie  line  of  hummoekt,  than  another  presented  itaelf. 
Over  these  it  was  with  great  riiilicultjr  that  they  bsuled  the 
boats,  and  the  weather  becoming  thick,  so  as  to  prevent  their 
aeeing  across  the  succeeding  tier,  they  were  compelled  to  re- 
liocjiiish  thnr  further  efforts.  In  some  cases  the  boau  were 
carried  ap  io  a  perpendiculai-  ditection  ;  and  in  one  instance 
James  Fainter  (one  of  the  seamen)  received  a  severe  contunon 
on  his  back,  by  tlie  boat  falling  upon  him  from  a  hummocL 
it  is  deserving  of  remark,  that,  notwithstanding  the  boats 
Tcceircd  many  heavy  blows,  the  nautical  and  astronomical 
inetnimenta  were  so  placed  upon  a  wooden  platform  in  the 
after  kx:ker,  on  strong  springs  of  whalebone,  that  all  of  them 
escaped  b^ng  injured. 

They  proceeded  onwards  under  similar  drcumstances  to  the 
1st.  of  July,  when  on  obserr&titm  they  found  their  latitude  to 
'be  81*  80*  41". .  After  crossing  several  piecvi  of  ice,  they  got 
into  a  good  **  lead"  of  water,  four  or  five  miles  in  Ici^th  ; 
two  or  three  of  which  oocurred  under  the  lee  of  a  floe,  bang 
the  second  they  had  seen  that  deserved  the  name.  They 
then  passed  over  four  or  five  Bniall  floes,  and  crossed  the 
pools  of  water  that  lay  between  them.  The  ice  was  less 
broken  up,  and  tolerably  level ;  but  they  found  from  nx  to 
eighteen  inches  of  soft  snow  upon  it  in  every  part,  which  ren- 
dered their  travelUng  very  fatiguing,  and  obliged  them  to 
make  two,  and  sometimes  three,  joumies  with  (hrir  loads. 
They  at  length  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  lighten  the 
bouts  as  much  as  they  posably  could,  by  putting  the  bread- 
bags  upon  the  sledges,  on  account  ofthc"  runners"  of  the  boats 
smking  so  much  deeper  into  the  anow  ;  but  the  tnread  ran  a 
great  risk  of  being  wetted  by  this  plan. 

Captun  Parry  and  Lieutenaot  Rosa  generally  vent  a-head 
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M  soon  as  they  Imded  on  a  Boe-pKcc,  to  select  the  csmM 
n»d;  Me«sT9  Beverly  and  Bird  Mlowit^  tbem  with 'the 
sledges  ;  by  whi^  mcuiv  lbs  Mow  was  much  trodde»  dowB, 
and  the  road  thus  greatly  tepnmd  for  the  faoata.  As  sooa  as 
diey  had  amved  at  tba  cod  of  a  floe,  or  ooott  to  any  difficult 
place,  they  mounted  one  oT  the  highest  bumioooks  of  ice 
nearest  to  tbem,  (many  of  which  were  from  fifteen  to  twenty- 
fire  feet  above  the  sea,  in  order  that  they  might  obtain  a 
better  view  t  but  nothing  could  exceed  the  drearinass  which 
such  a  view '  presented  to  them.  They  had  nothing  but  ice 
and  sky  for  their  eyes  to  rest  upon  ;  and  even  the  latter  was 
oAen  sec)uded  from  their  view  by  dense  and  dismal  fegs.  For 
want  of  varie^,  the  most  trifling  dreumstances  engaged  a 
more  than  ordinary  share  of  dwir  attention ;  as  a  pasnng  gull, 
a  mass  of  ioe  of  unusual  form,  and  other  trifling  occurrences, 
which,  at  other  timeSt  they  would  have  regarded  as  inBigBi&. 
cant,  became  objects  which  thnr  Ntuatioa  and  drcumstanesa 
magnified  into  ridiculous  importance.  It  was  cheering  for  them 
to  turn  from  such  scenes  of  inanimate  desolation,  to  their  two 
little  boats  in  the  distance,  to  see  the  moving  figures  of  the  men 
winding  with  tbdr  sledges  among  the  hummocks,  and  again 
to  hear  the  sound  of  human  voices  breaking  tliFongh  th« 
stillness  of  the  icy  wildenest.  In  some  cases.  Captain  Fany 
and  Lieutenant  Roes  totdt  separate  routes  to  try  the  ground^ 
wluch  kept  them  almost  continually  floundaing  amuig  deep 
snow  and  water.  They  then  brought  tlie  sledges  up  as  far  aa 
bad  been  explored,  and  returned  for  the  boats  ;  each  boat's 
crew,  when  the  road  was  tolerable,  draped  their  own,  and 
the  aSicera  took  an  equal  share  t^tbe  labour  with  the  men. 
They  were  obKged  to  proceed  in  this  manner,  nine  miles  out 
of  every  ten  that  they  travelled  over  the  ice  ;  for  they  sddoa 
met  with  a  surface  that  was  sufficiently  hard  and  level  to 
drag  all  their  loads  at  one  journey,  and  in  a  great  many  in- 
stances, during  the  first  fortnight  they  had  to  make  three 
joumies  which  their  boats  and  baggage  ;  that  is,  to  travoBo 
the  same  road  five  times  over. 
Thev  halted  at  eleven  o*cl6ck  at  night,  after  having  (raver* 
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•cd  from  ten  todeveD  nilet,  and  made  good  serw  and  a  half 
in  a  N.  by  W.  diicetiaiL  Tbey  i^q  Kt  forwaid  at  ten  is 
iW  nwrnuig  of  the  Sndr  tmt  tfaenin  being  i^resaiTelj  wanti, 
logetber  with  the  f^an  fiwoi' thssnoi^  produced.  aD{wnAiI 
n  MUBation  in  moit  of  thw  eyeti  ai  obliged  theutoh^t 
riiortly  idWr  to' avoid  bnogbHnded..  The  toco  took  advan> 
t^e  oiFthiB  warm  wotfber  buraab  thcnuelTes,  and  to  mendand 
drf  tfaor  dothet  {  and  then  aet  out  at  half>paat  thiee  in  tbe 
afternoon.  Tbey  found  the  snow  so  soft  as  to  take  -them  up 
to  their  kneea  at  almoit  every  other  step*  and  frsquently  atill 
deepor ;  ao  that  they  were  often  &ve  minutca  together  in 
moving  a  angle  boat,  with  all  their  united  itreogth.  Fjoding 
it  impoerible  to  [vooeed  under  such  drcumatances,  tbey 
determined,  by  degreei,  to  &11  into  their  oight-traiieUiBg 
fgaint  from  wbicb  they  had  inaen^y  deviated.  They 
baited  at  half-past  five^  the  weather  beingdear  and  warm,  and 
DMDy  of  the  people's  eyca  were  banning  to  fail  them.  They 
(U  not  set  out  again  till  after  midnught,  aa  they  thought  the 
snow  would  requiresome  time  to  haiden  after  ao  warm  a  day  t 
but,  to  their  gr^t  diaappointment)  they  found  tbe  utov  aliU 
to  be  very  soft,  which  rendered  their  travelling  very  fatiguin9> 
Tbey  at  first  lost  their  way  acroaaanunber  of  small  loose 
[aeoGs,  most  of  whioh  were  from  five  to  twenty  yaida  apart, 
and  juBt  suffidently  separated  to  gire  them  aU  tlw  labour  of 
launching  and  hauling  up  the  boats,  without  the  advants^ 
of  their  maVing  any  progress  by  water  ;  while  they  aomed, 
in  other  instances,  from  mass  to  mass,  by  laying  the  boats 
over  as  bridges,  by  which  the  men  and  the  bngg^^  passed. 
By  these  means  tbey  reached  a  floe,  about  a  mile  in  longtb, 
in  a  northern  direction  ;  but  tbe  Ubour  that  was  required  to 
traverse  it  was  very  greiu.  Tbey  found  tbe  average  depth 
of  snow  upon  the  level  parts  to  be  about  five  inches,  under 
which  lay  water  four  or  five  inches  deep  ;  bdt,  tbe  moment 
that  they  approached  a  hummock,  the  depth  to  which  they 
sank  increased  to  three  or  four  feet,  which  rendcawd  it  difi. 
cult  for  them,  at  times,  to  obtun  a  suffident  footing  for  oae 
1^  befon  tbey  were  enabled  to  extricate  tbe  other.    The 
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pcN^s  oT  freab  wato*  had  now  become  vtty  large,  (ome  of 
them  being  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  length,  and  the  d^h  above 
(h«r  knees,  which  prerented  tbem  fion  taking  the  sledgeE, 
for  fear  of  wetting  the  proviaioiu  t  but  thejr  prtfymi  tran- 
■porting  the  boata  acroM  them,  notwitbManding  the  «evcre 
cold  of  the  now  water*  as  the  bottom  wai  bardn-  for  tlie 
**  runnere"  to  tlide  upon.  In  one  instance,  they  were  two 
Iioun  proceeding  a  distance  of  one  hundred  yards  on  this 
kind  of  road. 

They  baited  at  htlf>past  six  in  the  morning  to  dine  ;  and 
after  they  had  emptied  th^r  boots  and  wrung  their  stockings, 
wliidi,  to  them,  was  like  putting  on  dry  ones,  they  set  out, 
and  at  length  got  into  a  "  lane  "  of  watn  about  a  mile  and  a 
quarter  itxig,  in  a  N'.N.E.  direction,  'lliey  halted  for  the 
night,  almost  exhausted  with  their  laborious  dBy''a  work,  at 
hair  aa  hour  before  midnight,  having  made  a  distance  good 
to  the  nortliwsrd  not  exceeding  two  miles  and  a  quarter. 
They  allowed  themaelves  this  night  a  hot  supper,  ooosisting 
of  a  pint  of  soup  per  man,  made  of  an  ounce  of  pemmican 
Mch,  and  eight  or  ten  birds  which  they  had  killed  ;  and 
which  afforded  them  a  luxury,  which  none,  but  those  who 
have  been  placed  io  similar  situations,  can  duly  appreciate. 

They  rose  and  breakfasted  at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening ; 
but  the  weather  had  gradually  become  so  inclement  and  thick, 
wiih  snow,  sleet,  and  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  eastward,  tliat 
it  would  have  been  impossible  for  them  lo  have  seen  their 
way,  or  have  av(»ded  getting  wet  through,  if  they  had  moved ; 
they  were  therefore  compelled  to  remain  under  cover  ;  and 
in  consequence  of  the  snuw  having  soon  after  changed  to 
henvy  rain,  and  the  wind  being  increased  to  a  fresh  gale,  they 
were  unavoidably  detained  till  half  past  seven  in  the  evi^ning 
of  (he  4th,  when  they  found,  on  setting  out,  that  there  was 
nothing  but  loose  drift  ice  for  tbem  to  haul  over  ;  nor  could 
they  diiicover,  from  the  highest  hummock,  a  siugle  floe,  much 
less  a  6eld,  towards  which  to  direct  their  cuurse.  They 
crossed  two  or  three  small  £oe-pieces,  all  less  than  a  quarter 
■f  a  mile  io  extent,  upon  which  they  found  hummocks  occur- 
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ring  ridge  after  ridge,  with  only  tifly  or  sixty  yards  of  Iev«l 
ice  betireen  them  :  they  also  found  that  the  rain  had  pro- 
duced a  greater  e^ct  than  the  sun,  in  softening  the  snow. 
Captain  Parry  and  Lieutenant  Ross,  when  performing  their 
pioneering  duty,  were  frequently  to  beset  by  the  snow,  that 
sometimes  after  having  tried  in  toid  to  extricate  their  legs, 
they  were  obliged  to  sit  quietly  down  for  a  short  time  to  rest 
themselves,  previous  to  making  another  attempt ;  and  the 
men,  in  dragging  the  sledges,  were  often  under  the  necessity 
of  crawfing  upon  all-fours,  (o  make  any  progress  at  all. 
Snow-shoes  would  have  been  rather  an  incumbrance  than  of 
service  to  them,  as  the  surface  of  the  ice  was  so  irregular. 
Lapland  shoes,  or  Kamoogas,  had  been  hitherto  used  by 
them  for  walking  in,  which  were  found  to  be  excellent  for 
dry  snow  ;  but  there  being  so  much  water  upon  the  ice,  they 
now  substituted  (he  Esquimaux  boots,  which  had  been  made 
in  Greenland  [and  obtained  from  thence,  through  the  kind 
means  of  Lieutenant  Holboll,  of  the  Danish  navy,)  expressly 
for  their  use,  and  which  they  found  to  be  far  superior  to  any 
others  for  this  kind  of  travelling.  Just  before  they  halted, 
at  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  5th,  the  ice  at  the  margia 
of  the  floe  broke,  while  the  men  were  landing  the  provisions 
out  of  the  boats  ;  and  a  bag  of  cocoa  narrowly  escaped  being 
lost,  which  fell  overboard,  but  fortunately  rested  on  a  tongue 
of  ice  ;  the  cocoa  however  did  not  suffer  the  slightest 
injury,  as  the  bag  was  made  of  Mackintosh's  waterproof 
canvass,  which  invaluable  manufacture  consists  in  applying  a 
solution  of  elastic  gum,  or  caoutchouc,  between  two  parts  of 
canvass,  which  renders  it  both  durable  and  water-tight. 

They  rose  at  five  o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  but  no  land 
appeared  in  ughl,  from  the  highest  hummocks,  and  nothing 
but  broken  loose  ice  could  be  seen  in  any  direction.  Tbey 
hauled  across  several  pieces,  which  were  scarcely  fit  to  bear  the 
weight  of  the  boats,  but  in  such  cases  they  used  the  precau- 
tion of  dividing  thar  baggage,  that  they  might  not,  in  coN 
the  ice  should  break  or  turn  over,  lose  all  at  otice.  As  tbey 
proceeded  farther,  ihey  found  the  ice  to  be  much  more  broken 

P.  V    33.  6F 


706  pjLMT'a  vovmTR  vorjin 

Uhu  it  iru  nnce  thejr  had  first  oitend  die  **pack."  TheUbour 
that  was  required  to  drag  the  boata  orer  the  hmninoeki^  uid 
froM  ooe  naM  to  aootber,  vraa  bo  gn»U  tbst  thej  mreobliged 
to  hm  recourse  to  what  aeaiiien  call  s  "  bowlineJianl"  for 
nan;  ninutet  together  ;  whicli  so  ethauated  the  men,  that 
tbef  were  often  obliged  to  ait  down  and  lake  breath.  Thej 
popped  at  midnight  to  dine,  and  obtained  the  meridian  altitude, 
and  then  paaaed  over  a  floe  full  of  hummocka,  8  mile  and  a 
half  in  length  ;  but  an;  kind  of  floe  was  of  great  relief  to 
then  aftw  the  constant  difficulty  they  bad  eitpetienccd  in 
paanng  over  loose  ke.  They  had  not  for  several  days  obser- 
ved any  loe  covered  with  mud  or  soil,  called  by  the  sailors 
"diMy  ice,"  which  they  had  frequently  met  with  during  the 
first  n«ek  after  they  had  left  the  open  water.  They  oft«t 
noticed  parts  of  the  ice,  which,  at  a  distance,  appeared  of  an 
iroo-rust  colour  ;  but  on  coming  near  it,  and  taking  up  some 
in  ^beir  hands,  they  could  detect  nothing  with  the  magnifying 
glass. 

They  had  now  several  hours  of  very  beautiful  weather;  but 
s  thick  fng,  which  came  on  early  in  tlic  morning  of  the  sixth, 
oUiged  them  to  halt  at  five  o'ck>ck,  having  got  to  the  end  of 
a  fioe,  and  only  made  good  two  miles  and  a  half  to  the  nortb- 
ward<  The  men  were  greatly  fatigued,  and  an  extra  ouncet^ 
bread  and  one  of  pemmioan  were  served  for  tbdr  supper  ;  an 
addition  to  the  original  ollowanoe  whit^  was  frequently 
obliged  to  be  made,  after  tbia  time,  to  prevent  th«r  gtung  to 
bed  hungry.  They  agun  set  out  at  half-past  six  in  the  even. 
Hig ;  but  the  fog  continued  veiy  thick,  and  the  ice  of  tbs 
same  broken  kind  as  before  ;  till,  towards  the  end  of  thdr 
ds^Si  journey,  they  landed  on  the  only  level  floe  that  they 
had.  vet  with,  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  in  length  ;  but, 
bei*g  almost  clear  of  enow,  it  affiirded  such  good  travelling, 
that  although  they  were  much  fatigued  at  the  time,  they  were 
enabled  to  haul  the  boats  and  ell  the  luggage  acrosa  it  at  one 
-  j^rney,  at  the  rate  of  about  two  miles  an  hour.  They 
halted  at  the  northern  mar^n  at  five  o'clock  in  the  morning 
of  tiw  7th.    The  jumfiect  beyond  them  was  very  unfavour 


TO   THK   NCHtTH    tOLE.  767 

■Ue;  and  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  evening,  when  they  launched 
the  boats,  there  was  not  a  piece  of  large  or  level  ice  to  be 
seen  in  a  norlhem  direction.  After  an  hour,  however,  thej 
amved  at  a  very  difficult  {msb,  whichrequired  all  their  strength, 
as  well  as  care,  to  accomplish.  They  had  first  to  launch  the 
boats  into  the  water  over  a  high  and  ruggid  margin,  and  then 
to  haul  them  across  a  number  of  irreguhir  and  ill-connected 
masses,  being  obliged,  sometimes,  to  muke  bridges  of  them 
for  the  conveyance  of  thentEelvos  and  ihcjr  provisioDS  ;  and 
at  one  time  they  had  (o  cut  a  passage  through  a  ridge  of 
bummoclcs  which  lay  across  tlieir  palli.  They  were  thus  more 
than  two  hours  in  proceeding  a  dinlance  not  exceeding  one 
hundred  and  fifty  yards.  Notwithstanding  these  discourag- 
ing difficulties,  the  men  lalioured  wit)i  great  dieerfulnesa  and 
good-will,  being  animated  with  tlic  hope  of  soon  reaching  the 
more  continuous  body,  wliich  had  been  con^dered  as  Campos' 
ing  the  "  main-ice,"  to  the  northward  of  Spitzbergen,  and 
which  Captain  Lutwidge,  about  the  some  meridian,  and 
mcve  than  one  degree  to  the  southward,  in  Phipps^s  Voyage 
towards  the  North  Pole,  describes  as  "  one  continued  plane 
of  smooth,  unbroken  ice,  bounded  only  by  the  horizon." 

With  little  variation  of  circumstances  they  still  continued 
their  journey.  On  the  thiriecnil)  the  ice  over  which  they  had 
to  travel  was  more  broken  up,  and  more  difficult  to  pass  over 
than  ever.  Much  of  it  also  was  so  thin  as  to  be  cxlreuely 
dangerous  for  the  provisions,  and  often  excited  the  most  acute 
feelings,  when  they  saw  their  provisiuna  Ij  ing  on  a  decayed 
sheet,  liaving  holcd  quite  through  it  in  many  parte,  and  which 
the  Buialleiit  motion  among  the  surrounding  maascii  might 
have  instantly  broken  in  pieces.  There  was  however  no 
choice  except  the  more  ru^ed  hummocks,  which  cost  ten 
limes  the  labour  to  pass  over.  On  mounting  one  of  the 
highest  of  these,  they  could  discover  nothing  to  the  north- 
ward but  the  same  broken  and  irregular  surface,  and  they 
now  began  to  doubt  whether  they  should  meet  with  the  solid 
fields  of  unbroken  ice^  which  theaccounts  of  former  navigators 


768  FAKBYS  fOUBTH  VOT AOE 

led  them  to  expect  in  a  much  lower  latitude  than  that  to 
which  they  had  now  arrived. 

They  stopped  to  dine  at  half  an  hour  past  m'dnight  on  the 
fourteenth,  after  more  than  6ve  hours  of  unceasing  labour,  in 
the  course  of  which  time  they  bad  only  accomplished  a  mile 
'  «nd  a  half  due  north,  thou^  they  had  traversed  from  three 
to  four  miles,  and  walked  at  least  ten  miles,  having  made 
three  joumies  a  great  part  of  the  way  ;  launching  and  hauU 
Ing  up  the  boats  four  times,  and  having  draped  them  over 
twenty-five  separate  [uecas  of  ice.  After  dinner  they  con. 
tinned  the  same  kind  of  travelling.  In  crossing  from  maaa 
to  maM,  several  of  which  were  separated  about  half  the  length 
of  tlieir  sledges,  the  officers  were  stationed  at  the  most  diffi 
cult  places  to  see  that  no  precaution  was  omitted  which  could 
insure  the  safety  of  the  provisions.  Only  one  individual  was 
allowed  to  jump  over  at  a  time,  or  to  stand  near  either  mar- 
gin, least  their  weight  should  be  too  great ;  and  when  three 
or  four  had  separately  crossed,  the  sledge  was  cautiously 
drawn  up  to  the  edge,  and  the  word  being  given,  the  men 
suddenly  ran  off  with  the  ropes,  so  as  not  to  allow  time  for  its 
falling  in  if  the  ice  should  break.  In  more  instances  than 
one  they  were  obliged  to  have  recourse  to  the  very  hazardous 
expedient  of  ferrying  thar  provisions  across  a  narrow  pool 
of  water,  upon  a  small  [Hece  of  ice,  the  utuation  being  such 
that  the  boats  could  not  be  used.  Wherever  the  boats  could 
possibly  be  hauled  across  with  the  provisions  in  them,  this 
was  preferred  as  the  safest  mode  of  proceeding  ;  but,  on  one 
occasion,  while  dragging  one  of  the  boats,  the  ice  on  which 
the  boat  rested  began  to  sink,  and  then  turned  over  on  one 
side,  almost  upsetting  the  boat  with  the  provisions  in  her  ; 
but  several  of  the  men  jumped  instantly  upon  the  ice,  and 
by  their  weight  restored  the  balance.  At  six  in  the  morning, 
having,  after  much  exertion,  reached  a  small  floe,  they  halted. 
They  were  preparing  at  six  in  the  evening  again  to  set  Cor- 
wards,  but  there  came  on  so  hard  and  incessant  a  rain  that  it 
was  impossible  to  proceed  without  a  complete  drraching. 
It  conlinued  for  tweoty-one  hours,  someumcb  falling  with 
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great  violence  and  in  large  drops,  such  as  no  one  of  the  party 
had  ever  seen  in  the  polar  regions.  At  length  it  held  up  a 
little  and  they  set  forward  on  their  journey.  In  proceeding 
over  the  floe  on  which  they  had  slept,  they  found  it,  at  dif- 
ferent intervals,  level  and  huromocky  ;  the  former  affording 
sufficiently  good  travelling  to  convey  all  their  baggage  easily 
in  one  journey,  one  boat's  crew  occasionally  assisting  the 
other  a  few  yards  at  particular  parts  ;  but  the  hummocks 
cost  great  labour,  nothing  but  a  bowline  haul  being  suffident 
with  all  the  hands  to  get  the  boats  across  them.  At  intervals 
also  heavy  rains  came  on,  so  that  notwithstanding  they  took 
shelter  as  much  as  possible  under  the  awnings,  their  upper 
clothing  was  thoroughly  wet.  Although  they  had  much 
laborious  travelling,  they  considered  themselves  fortunate  in 
hitting  upon  a  floe  three  miles  in  length,  from  south  to  north, 
although  it  was  occasionally  rugged.  In  hauling  one  of  the 
boats  over  a  tongue  of  ice,  where  she  only  partly  floated,  her 
bottom-boards  were  raised  by  the  pressure  against  the  ice 
below,  but  so  strong  and  clastic  was  their  construction  that 
•he  did  not  suffer  the  slightest  external  injury. 

The  floe  on  which  they  stopped  to  dine  on  the  sixteenth, 
was  not  more  than  four  feet  thick,  and  its  extent  half  a  mile 
square,  and  on  this  they  carried  all  their  loads  at  one  journey. 
The  weather  being  fine,  they  had  the  opportunity  of  drying 
all  their  clothes.  The  seventeenth  being  one  of  the  days  on 
which  the  Koyal  Society  of  Edinburgh  proposed  to  institute 
a  series  of  simultaneous  meteorological  observations,  they 
commenced  an  hourly  register  of  every  phenomenon  which 
came  under  their  notice  throughout  the  day.  At  the  con- 
clusion of  their  journey  this  day,  being  more  fatigued  than 
usual,  they  allowed  themselves  a  mess  of  hot  cocoa  for  supper. 

Proceeding  on  their  journey  at  eight  in  the  evening  they 
found  their  road  to  lie  over  some  of  the  most  broken  ice  they 
had  yet  encountered,  obliging  them  to  make  bridge  after 
bridge  with  the  boats  almost  every  thirty  or  forty  yards  ;  the 
prospect  to  the  northward  became  more  discouraging,  nothing 
but  loose  and  small  pieces  of  ice  being  in  sights  over  whicli 
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the  botta  were  dragged  •Imoit  mtinly  by  «  aUndii^  pull.- 
At  the  coDcIusioQ  or  their  day'a  work,  the  m«t  were  to  ex. 
hftosted  that  it  wa«  necessarj  to  give  them  another  hot  meas 
of  cocoa.  They  had  also  the  good  fortune  to  kilt  a  aniall 
aeaJ,  which  afforded  them  in  its  blubber  fuel  to  oook  their 
meaaea  b>  well  aa  meat  for  lh«r  repaat. 

Iliar  way  atill  lay  over  small  looae  maasea,  to  which  th^ 
now  became  ao  accustomed  as  scarcely  to  expect  any  other  ; 
it  bdng  evident  that  they  werr  not  improving  in  this  respect 
u  they  advanced  oortbwarda.  At  one  difficult  crossing  ibey 
liad  to  convey  the  aledgea  and  prOviuraa  me  way  and  to  haul  • 
the  boats  over  another  way.  One  of  the  masses  over  which 
the  boats  came  b^an  to  roll  about  while  one  of  the  boats  was 
upon  it,  giving  reason  to  apprehend  its  upaetting,  which 
must  have  been  attended  with  serious  consequences  ;  for- 
tunately however  they  got  the  boat  past  it  in  safety,  not  how. 
ever  without  several  of  the  men  fhlling  overboard  in  conse- 
quence of  the  long  jumps  they  had  to  make,  and  tlie  edges 
breaking  with  thnr  weight.  They  had  a  narrow  escape  also 
in  launching  one  of  the  boats  from  an  awkward-shaped  masB, 
which  brought  her  gunwale  close  to  the  water,  and  there  kept 
her  in  a  veiy  dangerous  siluatiun,  without  their  being  able  to 
move  her  one  way  or  the  other,  while  at  the  same  time  the 
loose  ice  was  in  moUon. 

On  the  21st,  they  had  a  narrow  and  most  providential 
escape,  the  floe  having  broken  under  the  weight  of  the  boats 
and  sledges,  and  the  latter  were  nearly  lost  through  the  ice. 
Some  of  the  men  went  completely  through,  and  one  of  them 
was  only  held  up  by  his  drag-belt  being  attached  to  a  sledge 
which  was  placed  on  firmer  ice.  Fortunately  the  bread  had 
been  kept  in  the  boats,  or  the  additional  weight  must 
have  sunk  the  sledgea  and  probably  some  of  the  men  with 
them.  They  had  the  good  fortune  to  kill  another  acal 
this  day,  which  proved  a  welcome  addition  to  bcdh  their  pro- 
visiuiis  and  theu  fuel,  which  enabled  them  to  allow  each  man 
a  (nut  of  warm  water  at  supper,  each  bw)  making  his  owa 
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•oap,  fnxn  such  »  fortioa  of  bb  bread  and  pemtnican  ■■  be 
could  Mve  from  dinner. 

On  the  aSod,  tbey  had  the  best  weather  for  travelling  . 
which  had  occurred  during  the  journey ;  fer.tbough  they  had 
to  launch  and  haul  up  die  tioata  frequently,  (an  operation 
which  necetttrily  occuped  much  time,)  yet  the  floes  bung 
large  and  tolcnUy  level,  and  bohw  good  lanes  of  wateioccnr- 
ring,  tbey  made  about  eleven  aaiks  in  a  N.N.E.  direction,  and 
paned  ovier  a  ^stance  of  about  aarenteen  miles.  They  halted 
after  more  than  tvelve  hours  trBvcllicg,  by  whidi  the  men 
were  greatly  fatigued  ;  but  the  idea  of  having  made  a  good 
progress  recompensed  them.  The  ice  over  which  they  bad 
travelled  was  by  far  the  largest  and  heaviest  they  met  with 
during  the  whole  journey,  and  indeed  was  the  only  occanon 
tin  which  they  met  with  any  thing  answering  the  descrip- 
tions given  of  the  main  ice.  However  they  were  not  fields  of 
ice,  for  in  no  instance  had  they  any  difficulty  in  seong  the 
margin  of  them  by  mountiDg  a  tolerably  high  hummock.  It 
was  however  a  gnsat  satisfaction  to  find  the  ice  improve,  and 
encouraged  them  to  hope  that  Ibeu-  future  progress  would  be 
more  rapid.  On  taking  an  obaervadon,  however,  they  found 
their  latitude  to  be  82*  W  &,  which  was  not  quite  four  milea 
to  the  northward  of  their  observation  on  the  preceding 
day,  instead  of  eleven  which  they  bad  travelled.  They  de- 
termined however  to  continue  their  exertions,  and  on  setting 
out  in  the  evening  soon  found  their  expectation  of  reaching 
better  ice  was  not  realized,  for  the  floe  on  which  they  slept 
was  so  full  of  hummocks  that  it  took  six  hours  to  cross  it, 
although  in  a  straight  line  it  did  not  exceed  two  miles  and  b 
half. 

On  the  S4tti,  in  paanng  over  a  difficult  road,  composed 
of  small  and  ru^ed  ice.  Lieutenant  Koas  received  a  severs 
squeeae  in  exerting  himself  to  drag  hit  boat  along  ;  and  Mr. 
Beverly  at  first  apprehended,  fnnn  the  numbnesB  and  sickness 
which  ensued,  that  hit  spine  waa  affected,  but  happily  no 
such  bad  conieqiMBCCi  Idlowod.  So  ^saU:  was  the  ioe  now 
around  then  that  they  were  obl^ad  to  bait  Gtr  the  night,  on 
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the  Sffth,  at  two  in  the  morning,  bring  the  cmly  pl«ee  in  sight 
in  any  direction  on  which  they  could  venture  to  tnut  ther 
boat!  while  they  alept.  Snow  cune  on  aoon  after  they  halted, 
and  about  two  indies  had  falleo  when  they  again  mored  and 
continued  their  journey  in  this  inclement  weather  for  three 
boun,  hauling  from  picceto  piece,  and  not  making  more  than 
three  quarten  of  a  mile  pn^reai,  till  th^  dothea  and  bread 
bags  became  wet  and  the  inow  fell  so  thick  that  they  could 
not  see  th«r  way.  It  became  therefore  neeeanry  to  halt, 
and  they  housed  just  in  good  time  ;  for  the  wind  aoon  after 
freshened  to  agate  at  W.N.W.  with  sleet  and  rain,  and  a  moat 
inclement  night  succeeded.  On  taking  observatioDS  they 
found  that  fbr  the  last  five  days,  they  had  been  struggling 
against  a  southerly  drift  exceeding  four  miles  a  day. 

It  had  now  become  evident  that  the  prospect  of  luccess  in 
travelling  to  the  northward  was  very  faint.  However  they 
were  anxious  to  reach  the  highest  latitude  thdr  means  would 
allow.  For  the  last  few  days  the  eighty-third  parallel  was 
the  extent  of  thnr  hopes  ;  but  even  this  hope  had  been  greatly 
weakened,  as  the  northerly  wind  droVe  them  to  the  south- 
ward during  ibe  hours  of  sleep,  nearly  as  much  as  they  gain- 
ed by  twelve  hours  of  labour.  Had  thrir  success  been  at  all 
proportionate  to  th«r  efforts,  Captntn  Parry  had  purposed  to 
proceed  a  few  days  beyond  the  middle  of  the  period,  for  whidi 
he  was  provided,  trusting  to  the  resources  he  expected  to  find 
at  Table  Island.  But  thrir  efforts  had  been  attended  with 
so  little  success,  that  it  seemed  to  be  only  incurring  useless 
fatigue  to  both  officers  and  men,  to  continue  the  attempt  any 
longer.  He  determined  therefore  to  return,  and  gave  the 
people  one  entire  day^s  rest,  to  wash  and  mend  thcJr  clothes 
previous  to  their  setting  out.  Their  distance  from  the  Heclawaa 
only  one  hundred  and  seventy-two  miles  in  a  N.W,  direction;  ~ 
to  accomplish  which  they  had  traversed,  by  reckoning,  two 
hundred  and  ninety-two  miles,  <rf'  which  about  one  hundred 
were  performed  by  water,  previously  to  entering  the  ice.  As 
they  travelled  the  greater  part  of  the  distance  on  the  ice,  three 
times  and  ollen  five  tiniM  over,  it  may  be  conndeped  that 
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thty  tn*clleil  mx  hundred  and  uxty-eig^t  ftitute  Biiln,  or 
five  hiMUlred  and  eighty  geognphioal  milw,  being' neftriy 
Mifficient  to  have  icMifacd  the  pole  io  «  direct  tiae,  Duriag 
the  wbele  period  tbcy  had  been  puticalarly  fortunate  as  to 
the  health  of  all  the  party,  as,  with  the  exceptioB  of  the  tn> 
flng  aecideiitt  wfaidi  hare  been  noticed,  mne  trouUeaome 
caaea  of  cfailbUiai,  and  a  few  bowd  cotupUtnta  wbieh  were 
aora  icawved,  no  aiekDeM  nor  caatialtiea  had  occurred. 

Hieir  day  of  reat  proved  to  be  one  of  the  warmest  and 
most  pleasant  they  had  met  with  nnce  their  first  setting  ou^ 
although  Uw  tbermoaieter  was  only  from  61*  to  S6*  in  the 
ri>ade,  but  contrasted  with  the  weather  lltey  had  beat  aub- 
ject  to,  it  was  absolute  enjt^ment  They  displayed  thnr 
enaigiw  and  pendants,  and  tbon^  they  failed  in  placing  the 
Bntiili  i  ag  in  so  high  a  (atitude  OS  they  intendedt  it  afiarded 
them  some  eatiatetioa  to  bs  the  bearersof  it  til  a  parallel  be- 
yond that  on  any  public  rvcord. 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  aflemoon  of  the  !B7th  of  July,  they 
set  out  on  their  return  to  the  southward.  They  teft  a  p^ier 
upon  a  hummock  of  ice,  sewed  up  in  a  water-proof  canTasa 
bag,  and  then  inclosed  in  a  watar^Ught  lin  canister,  giving  an 
account  of  the  place  where  it  was  deposited,  and  nqikestuig 
any  person  who  should  find  it  to  send  it  to  die  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty.  Nothing  occnrred  deserring  particular 
notice,  for  the  foUowisig  days.  Tbey  saw  a  number  c£  ^all 
se^  and  wounded  several,  but  although  stimulatod  to  uaa 
their  utmost  *SdtU  by  the  kecnmss  of  hunger,  they  failed  u 
getting  posseasion  of  one.  Ttie  81lt  wns  one  4^  thtJuost 
laborious  days  they  experiencsdt  the  ice  being  ccnnpoaedof 
loose  rugged  [Heces,  dangerous  aa  well  as  difficult  to  pass  brec 
with  the  pronnons,  aitd  requiring  a  bawline  haul  during  • 
great  part  of  the  journey.  Hwy  fadtcd  at  five  in  the  Horn- 
ing of  the  lat  c^  August,  the  officers  -and  nea  being  quite 
knocked  up^  Heavy  rains  prevented  their  attting  out  again 
till  M^t  in  the  evening^  when  the  wea^)«  icUorcd  np^  Jjft 
thia  jouraey  they  disonvsred  seme  lecaal  bear  Inekii  and 
soon  after  saw  the  bear  itsalf.  Bolting  the  boots,  ond  con* 
P.  V.  83  S  G 
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•esliog  the  people,  they  qppioflched  him  lo  nearly  within  gun- 
abot  i  biity  Jifter  making  many  movements  amdng  the  hum- 
mock^.and  getting  upon  one  o£:them  to.  take  a  surrey  of  the 
boats, .  he  sel  off .  and  escaped,  to  the  gieat  diaaj^Hiintoient  of 
the  whok  per^* 

In  the  course  erf*  this  day's  journey,  they  met  with  a  quan- 
tity of  snow  tinged  to  the  depth  of  several  inches,  with*  ^  some 
red  colouring  matter,  and  they  preserved  a  portion  of  it  in  a 
bottle  for  future  examination.  I'hey  had  often  remarked 
that  the  loaded  sledges,  in  passing  over  bard  snow,  left  upon 
ii^a  light  rose  coloured  tint,  which  they  attributed  to  the 
oolour  bring  pressed  out  of  the  birch  of  which  they .  were 
made  ;'  but  at  this  time  they  obsenred  that  the  runners  of  the 
be(Blts,>as  i^eil  as  their  own  footsteps,  exhibited  the  same  ap- 
pearance ;  afady  ondoeer  attention  they  found  the  same  effect 
produeed  by  heavy  pressure  on  almost  all  the  ice  over  which 
they  passed,  though  they  could  discover  nothing  even  by  the 
use.  of  a  magnifying  glass,  which  could  tend  to  occasion  this 
tinge.  The  coiout  of  the  red  snow,  which  they  put  into  the 
bottle,,  only  occurred  in  a  few  spots,  and  appeared  somewhat 
different  from  the  other,  being  rather  of  a  salmon  than  of  a 
rose  colour.  : 

Proceeding  on  their  journey  southward,,  they  felt  it  a  com- 
fortable change  to  have  the.sun  behind  them,  instead  of  facing 
itv  aa  was  the  case  in  theii^  journey  outward,  and  the.  snow, 
was  in  such  a  state  that  the  men  often  surik  two  or  th«ee  feet, 
while/attempting  to  walk  on  it.  On  the  7tb,  a  fat  she-bear 
wtts  kiUed  by  Lieutenant  .Ross,  as  she  was  approaching  the 
boat»;  and  before  she  had  been  dead  an  hour,  the  men  wei^e' 
busily  engaged  in idressing  the  heart  and  liver,  and  cutting 
and  dressing  the  steaks  whidi  .they  cut  from  her  sides. 

•  They  proceeded  od  their  journey  on  the  8th,  after  a  heavy 
ndoipf  piate  than  a  wbole  dayf  s  cootinuanos. .  On  first  launch- 
ing the:jboats,ithebiprospect  of  getting  forward  was  much  at 
ikkir  usual  fttte^  >bnt  Iss  they  proceeded  they  found  one  small 
hole  of  waiter  fesding^intoaaolherki  so  remarkable  a  manner, 
(though  jthe  qpate  im  whidi  ^ey  were  rowing  seemed  always 
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mdiDg' to  «tt  «iid,)  that  they  oontniued  to  »0Tt  thidvgii 
narrow  pMaifMi  and  anadedbontjfive  milaaof  mitliiiig  wiibi 
out  bafibg  haidad^tbe  bdattuptnoi^  tbah  om  ti^ 
inw  flO^noiual'acircunistaoce  thiT'i^  lad'tbM  to  believe 
they  were  not  far  distant  from  tlie  opetf  sea.  On  the  llth  thqr- 
ob^rved  that  much  (^the'iesapfitfired  washed  as  by  a  heavy 
sea;  wkh  small  rounded  fragments  throim  on  the  surface  and 
mnch  dirty  ice,  all  of  them  indications  of  apprcMKsh  to  an  open 
sea.  They  niet  also  several  pieces  of  drift  wood,  aiid  Urch- 
bark,  the  first  they  had  met  with  since  they  entered  the  ice. 
After  pasring  through  a  good  "deal  of  loose  ice;  tt  became 
graduitfly  more  and  more  qpen,  till  at  length,  about  jseven 
o^clock  in  the  afternoon,  they  heard  the  sound  of  the  swell 
under  the  hollow  margins  of  the  ice,  and  in  a  quarter  of.  an 
hour  reached  the  open  sea,  which  was  dashing  with  heavy 
surges  against  the  outer  masses.  They  then  hauled  the 
boats  upon  one  of  the  floes  to  eat  their  last  meal  upon,  the  ice, 
and  to  complete  their  necessary  supply  of  water  for  their 
voyage  to  Table  Island,  from  which  they  were  now  distant 
fifty  miles.  At  eight  a  light  air  springiag  up  from  tjieN.W. 
they  again  laundied  the  boats,  and  finally  quitted  the  .ice^ 
after  having  made  it  their  abode  for  forty-eight  days. . 

They  had  some  fog  during  the  night,  so  that  Uiey  steered 
entirely  by  compass  according  to  their  last  observations  by  the 
chronometers,  which  proved  so  correct  that  at  fiveo'dqekin  the 
morning  of  the  12th,  on  the  clearing  up  cixhe  haze  they  saw  the 
island  right  a-head.  In  six  hours  more  they  reached  the  spot 
where  the  provisions  had  been  deposited,  and  every  heart  felt 
revived  at  setting  foot  on  terra  firma.  The  bears  had  devour- 
ed all  their  bread,  amounting  to  about  one  hundred  pounds 
weight ;  and  this  occasioned  the  men  humorously  to  remark 
that  Bruin  was  only  square  with  them.  They  found  also 
that  lieutenant  Crosier  had  again  visited  the  island,  and  left 
some  materials  for  repairing  the  boats,  as  well  as  some  ar* 
ticles  of  provision,  to  which  they  had  now  for  several  days 
been  strangers.  They  found  also  a  copper  cylinder  contain- 
rag  a  letter  from  Lieutenant  Foster  giving  a  detailed  account 


•f  At  praeaadhigsflf  lb  ■hip^  np  ••  the  Unty^biid  ^  «| 
M^.  Bjr  lUi  tki7  IwkJ  tkrt  the  Oeeb  )h4  hw  fiwHl 
M  AowM  «lw  TMi  of  Jriy,by  Aa  b»MHi^Mp  qf  lht  ice  ^ 
A»h«^orih».b^,  •hichcaBBdOTKi^oahn  m  ao*  mIM 
OMMi  Wtbf  AeeffgrtocflbeaAMnaMliiwnihiWlbiMi 
boTO  off  mtboiil  bMunag  Ibe  tli^tatt  daiMgiV  Mid  pWed*i 
fMtfect  Mmrityt  Unhr  tkoe  rhniiMlMirM  LieMMunt 
Fgctcr  had  vesy  praperlyi  giwa  ly  hi*  purpow  of '  kanng  hw 
Ibr  way  kaglh  of  time,  m  u  to  m«lw  m  exWaded  auircy  of 
the  oou^  mod  coofiacd  hJwtrif  ta  th*  Migbbourhood ,  of 
Wtyjptix  Stnil,  whidi  km  mora  ioNKwdiately  within  h» 
Tcwh.  Amoi^  the  Bupf>ba  whifh  bad  bcao.  duu  fotrwdndk 
wcfe  w«ie  Ib— juice  aad  w|^„  whieh  ww  pwticuUrly 
aceepuble^  lonw  •f  the  awa  haviag  for  waam  d«.yi  p«st  wi(> 
ftred  fton  gw^liagt  «rf  tha  t^s,.aad  ab^ved other  qnnptoHM 
erf*  icurry. 

Henng  lemeved  the  Uafcs  into  the  bwta,  Ihey  vovcd  rouad 
Table  IiUm)  to  sedi  for  «  place  ea  which,  to  rest,  the  men  bei^ 
vuch  fatigued  ;  bat  a  Mogk  Bpol  «auld  not  be  fouod  where  (be 
boats  coald  be  hauled  up  or  lie  afloat  in  security.  The  mod 
at  this  time  freBhtaiog,  Captain  Parry  tMennincd  to  lake 
advantage  of  it  and  to  bear  up  for  Walden  Island.  Tbejt 
had  scareely  made  s«l  when  the  weather  became  very  incle- 
ment, with  a  fresh  gate  and  tlnek  snow,  which  hid  Waklen 
Island  from  their  view.  Steering  however  by  comgaas,  they 
mode  good  the  land'  and  at  seven  in  the  eveoing  landed  undev 
the  lee  of  the  istaad.  They  were  completely  dreadwd  by  the 
spray  and  snow,  and  had  been  fifty-six  hours  withouft  veat, 
and  forty<eight  hours  at  work  in  the  boats,  so  that  by  the 
time  they  had  unloaded  they  bad  scarcely  strei^ftb  to  haul 
them  up  on  the  rock.  The  fatigue  was  excessive,  but  after 
partaking  of  a  hot  supper,  and  having  a  blanng  fiie  made  of 
the  drift  wood  and  a  l!ew  hours  of  quiet  rest,  they  were  per- 
fectly restored. 

The  next  morning  Lieutenant  Ross  was  despatched  with 
a  party  of  hands  to  the  N.E.  part  of  the  island  to  kunch  the 
spare  boat   which  Lieutenant  Forster  bad,  by  direction  of 
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Capiim  Psrvy;  seal  for  tbdr  «•»  and  l»  btfaig  tmiid  tlM 
tt^raft  depoflledl  dber^  Every  iMi^  nm  fblmd  mdiMiiiBM  ; 
tfie  weadwr  nrai  htoming  iPil  th>y  cuitunndl  here  liU  l» 
ki  tfie  maminr  of  tfie  14th»  ^hM  tbe^  ipeiuber  bm9§  Sm^ 
lliey  left  Walden  Island,  and  o«  the  ISib  anived  iM;  X^wr 
Island.  Tfacy  here  saw  a  bear  land  ceyewd  desTf  two  of 
which  tbej  killed.  The  weather  bring  unfaTOorahle  tbi^ 
nore  tha»  once  wwe  prevented  firon  pursuing  their  voyage. 
On  the  19th,  they  prapared  to  flKnro  al  an  early  hour,  but  tha 
wind  increasing  to  a  gale  vaiaed  so  fmtA  siirf  on  Iba  beach, 
as  to  oblige  them  to  haul  the  boats  Ughmr  npt  On  the  Ulat, 
completely  tired  of  such  tedious  eonfiaomeii^  they  ventured 
to  lawnch  the  boats,  being  occasiooajyiy  faiFamsd  with  a  Hfjti 
breeae,  and  at  half  past  four  o'dacll^  when  withki,  three  or 
four  miles  of  Hecia  Cove»  they  had  the  gratificaliQn  of  seeing 
a  boat  under  sail  coming  out  to  meet  iheai.  Mr  Weir  nov 
soon  jomed  them  in  one  of  ihe  cutters,  who  gave  theas  agood 
account  of  the  safety  of  the  ship,  and  of  ihc' health  of  all  on 
board.  At  seven  d^eloek  in  the  evening  they  reached  the  ship, 
after  an  absence  of  sixty^one  days,  and  ihey  wera  receivad 
with  the  most  hearty  wetcotne  by  their  eamrades  on  board. 

During  this  excursion  they  had  travelled  five  hundred  9»d 
sixty-nine  geographical  miles ;  but,  tailing  into  the  account 
the  number  of  times  they  had  to  retnin  lor  ibeir  baggage  lo 
most  of  their  joumies  over  the  ice,  Uiey  could  not  have  travel;* 
led  less  than  nine-hundred  and  seventy-eight  geographical 
miles,  amounting  to  eleven  hundred  and  twenty-seven  statute 
miles.  Considering  how  much  the  party  bad  been  exposed 
to  wet,  cold,  and  fatigue^  the  state  of  their  health  was  much 
better  than  could  be  expected ;  as  anly  three  of  the  party 
required  medical  care ;  and  these  three  returned  in  a  sliort 
time  to  their  duty. 

In  taking  a  review  of  theciroumstanoeSiWihich  bad  occurred. 
Captain  Parry  expresses  great  satisfaction  at  the  cheerful 
alacrity,  and  unwearied  zeal  displayed  by  both,  officers  and 
men  during  the  excursion,  and  aays,  that  ii*  steady  perseve' 
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ffitiol'  aftd  ai^W  exertion  oocild  baVeaceompKsbedth^ir  object; 
sdd^  #okfld  iiildohbtedly  haVe  crowned  the^  laboars.  In 
redpecit  to  theei^el^llent  cdti8tniction0rtb^  boats,  >wlncfa  thejr 
had  tokeiy  io  aec6in]^li8ii  th^r' jourh^,  he  sfeiys^' that  notntth^' 
standing  the  constant  and  severe  trial  to  which  their  strength 
had  been  put,  ndt  a  timber  was'  sprung,  a  plank  split,  or  the 
smallest  injury  sustained  by  them;  but  that  they  were  as 
tight  and  as  fit  for  service  when  they  reached  the  ship,  as 
when  they  were  received  first  on  board,  and  bad  answered  th» 
purposes  for  which  they  were  intended. 

On  arriving  on  board  the  Hecla,  Captain  Parry  found  that 
Lieutenant  Vosrter  had  proceeded  on  a  survey  of  Waygatz 
Strait  and  purposed  iretuming  by  the  86th.  The  ship  was 
quite  ready  for  sea,  with  the  exception  of  getting  the  hiunch 
on  board  and  the  stores  which  had  been  deposited  on  the 
beach.  It  appeared  that  after  the  ship  had  been  hauled  dff 
the  ground,  they  had  suffered  considerable  disturbance  for 
several  days,  from  the  heavy  masses  of  ice  driving  into  the 
bay,  dragging  their  anchors,  and  threatenii^  a  similar  acci* 
dent.  However,  after  the  middle  of  July  no  ice  entered  the 
bay.  Not  a  piece  indeed  bad  been  seen  in  the  offing  for 
several  weeks  past  even  after  hard  northerly  and  westerly 
gales.  It  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction  to  find  every  body 
on  board  in  good  health,  excepting  Mr.  Crawford,  the  Green-' 
land  Master,  who  had  been  in  a  declining  state  for  some  time 
and  now  evinced  dropsical  symptoms,  indicating  a  gradual 
decay. 

On  the  S2nd,  after  the  people  had  enjoyed  a  good  night^s 
rest,  they  commenced  bringing  the  stores  from  the  beach, 
throwing  out  as  much  of  the  stone  ballast  as  was  necessary  ; 
after  which  the  cables  and  hawsers  were  cast  ofi^  from  the 
shore  and  the  ship  hauled  off  to  single  anchor.  Lieutenant 
Forster  returned  on  the  S4th,  after  having  surveyed  the 
greater  part  of  the  shores  of  the  strait,  in  doing  which  he  found 
almost  every  feature  of  the  lands  distinctly  delineated  in  the  old 
Dutch  charts,  but  their  position,  both  as  to  latitude  and 
longitude  somewhat  erroneous.     A  jstriking  feature  on  the 
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western  oqast  of  the  Strait,  was  the  numerous  icebeigs  which 
lined  mapy  parts  of  the  cliffs.  One  of  these  was  as  much  as 
nine  miles  in  length,  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  feet  high. 
Immense  masses  of  ice  were  constantly  falling  from  them  at  this 
season,  with  a  sound  like  that  of  thunder.  The  shores  of 
the  Strait  were  lined  with  immense  quantities  of  drift  wood, 
wherever  the  nature  of  the  coast  would  admit  it. 

The.  animals  met  with  here,  during  the  time  the  Hecia  re- 
mained, were  mostly  reinrdeer,  bears,  foxes,  kit ti wakes,  glau- 
cous and  ivory  gulls,  tern,  eider-ducks  and  grouse.  Seventy 
rein-deer  were  killed,  but  they  were  mostly  small,  and  not  in 
good  condition  t^l  aft^r  the  middle  of  August,  They  also 
killed  three  bears^  one  of  which  measured  eight  feet  four 
inches  from  the  snout  to  the  insertion  of  the  tail. 

The  neighbourhood  of  this  bay,  hke  most  of  the  northern 
shores  of  Spitzbergen,  appears  to  have  been  much  visited  by 
the  Dutch  at  a  very  early  period,  and  they  met  with  the  graves 
of  the  dead  on  almost  every  spot  on  which  they  landed.  T(ie 
bodies  were  usually  deposited  in  oblong  wooden  coffins,  which^ 
on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  digging  the  ground,  were  not 
buried,  but  covered  by  large  stones.  A  board  was  generally 
placed  near  the  head,  having  the  name  of  the  deceased  either 
cut  or  pmnted  upon  it,  together  with  th^  name  of  his  ship 
and  the  person  who  commanded  it,  as  also  the  year  and  month 
of  his  burial.  Several  of  these  were,  fifty  and  sixty  years  old  ; 
one  bore  the  date  of  1788,  and  another  that  of  1690/in 
whiqh  the  inscription  distinctly  appeared  in  prominent  relief, 
occfisioned  by  the  paint  having  preserved  the  wood  while  the 
unpointed  part  had  decayed  around  it. 

The  Hecla  was  got  ready  for  sea  by  the  S5th  of  Augqst ; 
but  they  werte  prevented  from  moving  till  the  evening  <^  the 
£8.th  by  the  wind,  when  the  ship  got  under  wa.ys  and  having 
a  light  breieze  from  the.S.E.  they  stood  along  the  coast  to  the 
westward,  .  On  the  29th  they  got  on  board  their  boat  and 
other  stores  which  had  b^n  left  at  "fied  Beach,  and  found 
them  undisturbed  and  in  good  order.  The  .weather  was  nqnr 
beautifully  fine,  and  it  was  wonderful. to  observe  that  upon 
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tbe  wholt  Dotthern  ooutoF  Spiubergen,  wbfre  in  Maj  md 
JuM  not  •  h<^  of  dear  wM«r  couM  be  (bund,  it  would  Doir 
turn  been  equsllj  u  difficult  to  diaoover  a  ringte  mM  of  tet 
in  an^  dtrcctioii.  On  nMnding  Hskluyt'i  Headtaud  on  the 
ISth,  tbey  came  at  onee  into  a  kmg  swell,  such  M  Mcnn 
only  in  places  exposed  to  the  vhole  nnge  of  the  oeiian. 

They  had  now  fafounMe  irinds,  which  carried  &em  etear 
of  Spitebergen  :  but  aAer  the  Srd  of  S^ttember,  loutherly 
and  touth^westerly  breeaet  detuned  iheai  to  that  they  did 
not  reach  Shetland  until  the  evemng  of  tbe  17th.  At  thU 
place  they  wne  recnred  with  all  that  glad  welcome  f<M-  which 
the  inhabitants  of  this  norUien  part  of  the  British  dotniniona 
are  distinguiihed,  and  were  supplied  with  eveiy  cotnfbrt  they 
required.  Ob  the  19Lh  they  again  got  under  way,  and  pro* 
eeeded  to  tbe  southwanj ;  but  they  had  not  proceeded  farther 
than  Fair  Island,  when,  after  a  ftw  boars  calm  they  met 
with  a  aoutheriy  wind,  against  whkfa  they  continued  to  beat 
till  the  morning  of  the  tSrd,  when  they  resolved  to  put  into 
Long  Hope  in  the  Orkney  Islands,  to  await  a  change  ;  and 
therefore  they  ran  in  and  aiKhored  at  soon  as  the  tide  wOuM 
permit. 

At  this  place  they  found  his  Majesty's  revenue  totter  the 
Chichester,  and  her  commander  Mr.  Stuart,  who,  as  soon  as 
they  had  andnred,  came  on  board  and  <^red  his  services  in 
any  way  which  might  be  uselViI.  He  was  bound  fur  Inverness  ; 
and  the  wind  continuing  contrary,  Gnptain  Parry  ttiok  advan- 
tage of  the  opportunity,  left  the  Hecla,  and  accompanied  by 
Mr.  Beverly  proceeded  to  Inverness  in  the  Chichetm',  and 
from  thence  by  land  to  London,  and  arrived  at  the  AdmWalty 
on  tbe  morning  of  the  X9th  of  September. 

The  wind  continuing  contrary,  the  Heda  did  not  arrive  in 
tbe  river  Thames  until  the  6th  of  October.  In  the  interval 
Mr.Geoi^  CrawfMd,  the  Greenland  master,  departed  this  life. 
He  was  a  teslous,  active  and  enterprising  seaman,  and  touch 
respected  by  all  who  knew  him.  He  had  been  the  cotnpaaion 
of  Captmn  Party  in  five  luceesrive  voyages  to  tbe  p^  Ma. 
On  tbe  17th  tbe  Hedn  having  arrived  at  Deptfonl,  his  RoyaJ 
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Higfanete  the  Lord  Hi|^  Admind  Inspected  tbetbift,  together 
with  tbe  equipment  of  the  boats  which  hkd  heUt  cmpk^ed  lit 
tb*  expedition  ofer  the  ice,  and  on  the  lit  of  NoruiAer  fdli- 
lowing,  the  Hecia  Wag  paid  off. 

In  taking  a  renew  of  the  eflbrta  ifted  in  this  and  thri  pre- 
ceding ToyageB,  it  must  appear  to  erety  reader  that  if  d 
passage  is  to  be  found,  jct  that  it  H  flf  most  ^fiieuh  attun- 
ment.  Whether  any  i/nprovement  din  be  made  in  die  con^' 
■traction  and  adaptation  of  the  Teasels  whidi  may  go  odt  ill 
search  of  a  passage  into  tbe  Paciflo  by  the  North  Pole  may 
be  questioned.  Among  the  schemes  which  have  been  sugu 
gested  for  this  end,  it  has  been  proposed  to  set  out  from 
Spitsbergen,  and  to  make  a  rapid  journey  to  the  northward 
with  sledges  or  sledge-boats,  drawn  by  dogs  or  rein-deer :  how- 
ever favourable  this  plan  may  at  first  sight  appear,  the  ice 
which  they  would  probably  have  to  encounter  does  not  seem 
to  give  any  reasonable  expcctfrtioB  of  its  success.  It  would 
be  very  imprudent  to  set  out  on  this  enterprize,  without  the 
means  of  crossing  t^  pools,  lanes,  and  extennve  spaces  of 
open  water  which  are  Continualiy  to  be  met  with.  It  may  bij 
questioned  whether  any  boat  sufBciently  large  and  safe  ftr 
this  purpose  oouM  ha  managed  upW  the  ice,  if  to  be  drawtf 
by  either  dogs  or  rein-deer.  Daily  itirtSnces  occurred  in  life 
effort  to  pass  diflleult  places,  Which  requited  instant  refleii!tioi> 
and  thought,  as  well  as  power  add  sMtigth.  The  constanf 
neeesniy  of  launching  and  bauUng  up'  the  bbats,  an  openttion 
they  h^  frequently  to  perform  eight  ov  ten  titbes  in  a  joun>ey, 
and  on  one  occasmn  sbventean  times  in  the  same  day,  would 
render  it  inexpedient  to  depetod  on  these  animals,  for  it 
vrould  require  mbre  time  and  labour  to  get  them  into  and 
out  of  the  boaCs,  tHail  thrir  serricea  #ould  bd  worth  for  draw- 
ing or  their  fleah  for  food,  when  it  is  tAen  into  consideratioti 
how  laigB  a  weight  of  provender  m^rt  atso  be  carried  for 
thair  subsistence.  If  rrin-deer  wcTH  to  be  employ^,  which 
appear  to  be  tbebeftt  sdit^tofMsrkhif  oFtrtftdfiil^  it  would 
ha  eUgifale  to  set  out  mudt'  AVfier  in  OiB'ftKt,  puAUfli  abodt 
the  tfnd  of  April,  when  tfie  ice  is'  Ms  HMmi  op^and  the  aDov 
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huder ;  but  for  this  end  it  muld  be  necesMry  thu  the  party 
abould  pwa  the  previous  winter  on  the  coast  of  SfHtzber^en  ; 
but  [ffobably  it  would  not  be  possible  to  procure  provender 
(at  them  at  this  place  even  sufficient  to  keep  them  aliTe  dur- 
ing a  whole  winter.  The  exploring  party  must  also  be  {my>- 
Tided  with  a  greater  w«ght  or  warm  clothing  to  guard  against 
the  aererity  of  tlie  cold,  and  also  an  increased  (Hoportion  of 
fuel  to  melt  the  snow,  there  b«ng  no  &eah  water  upon  the 
ice  in  thete  latitudes  before  the  month  of  June.  All  these 
crrcifnutances  would  increase  the  difficulties  of  equipping  such 
an  ezpetUtioD  and  of  rendering  their  utmost  efforts  abortive. 


CoMNiCTKD  in  a  great  measure  with  the  voyages  of 
Captains  Parry  and  Franklin,  is  the  voyage  of  Captain 
Beechey ;  the  latter  bang  seat  with  provisions  for  thor  use  in 
the  event  of  either  of  them  being  able  to  find  their  passage 
into  the  polar  sea.  With  this  view  he  was  to  sail  to  Behring'a 
£trait,  and  wait  in  Koteebuc  Sound  during  the  summer 
months  of  1826,  and  in  case  neither  of  them  appeared,  and  no 
information  was  obtained  respecting  them,  he  was  to  return 
aQd  remain  during  the  summer  months  of  the  following  year, 
and  there  continue  until  the  winter  set  in,  so  as  to  render  it 
imprudent  to  remain  longer,  unless  that  he  should  obtain 
8U^  koowtedge  of  them  as  to  render  it  unnecessary .^ 

The  ship  was  partially  strengthened  and  otherwise  ad^>t- 
ed  to  the  service  by  increasing  her  stowage.  A  boat  was 
supplied  to  be  used  as  a  tender,  and  for  this  purpose  she 
was  made  as  large  as  the  space  on  the  deck  would  allow. 
Cloth,  beads  and  cutlery  were  put  on  board  ;  and  two  fow. 
ling  pieces,  emttossed  with  mlver,  and  fitted  in  the  most  com- 
plete manner,  were  supplied  as  presents  to  the  Kings  of  the 
Society  and  Sandwich  Islands.  The  seamen  were  furnished 
with  two  suits  of  clothes  gratis,  and  were  allowed  the  furthw 
fHivilege  of  having  rix  months  wages  in  advance. 

On  the  19th  of  May  18Sf,  the  ship  sailed  from  Spitbcad, 
trithout  any  thing  paiticubir  to  notice:  on  the  IXth  of  July 
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they  smved  at  Rio  Janeiro,  and  the  ahip  being  in  want  of 
cautking  and  the  rising  of  a  refit,  previous  to  encountering 
the  boisteroufl  latitude  of  Cape  Horn,  these  repura  were  im- 
mediately eommenced,  and  the  few  store*  expended  on  the 
passage  were  replaced.  On  the  ISth  of  August  they  sailed 
from  Rio  Jan^ro  for  the  Paci6c  :  a  passage}  interesUng  from 
the  difficulties  which  sometimes  attend  it,  and  from  its  pos- 
■eanng  the  peculiarity  of  producing  the  greatest  ehange  of 
climate  m  the  shortest  space  of  time.  The  day  following  they 
encountered  a  dangerous  thunder-storm  ;  during  the  time  it 
lasted  the  sheet  lightning  was  vivid  and  incessant,  and  the 
forked  frequently  passed  between  the  masts.  The  wind 
varied  so  often  that  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty 
the  sails  were  prevented  coming  a-back,  and  it  blew  so  hard 
that  it  was  necessary  to  lower  the  close-reefed  topsails  on  the 
cap ;  shortly  after  midnight  a  vivid  flash  of  lightning  left  five 
meteors  upon  the  mast-heads  and  topsail  yard-arms,  but  did 
no  damage.  They  burnt  about  a  quarter  of  on  hour  and 
then  disappeared,  the  weather  afterwards  moderated. 

On  the  16th  of  September  they  made  Cape  Horn.  They 
then  entered  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  on  the  8th  of  October 
anchored  at  Talcahuana,  the  sea-port  of  Conception.  Here 
they  found  a  British  Squadron  under  the  ctxnmand  of  Captain 
Maling.  On  the  S5th  they  anchored  at  Valpoirosa ;  pro- 
ceeding on  th«r  voyage  on  the  4th  of  December  they  made 
Pitcairn  Island,  the  place  of  residence  of  the  mutineera  who 
ran  away  with  his  Majesty's  ship  Bounty,  turning  Lieutenant 
Bligh  and  such  part  of  the  crew  as  refused  to  j<nn  them  a  drift 
in  the  pinnace. 

The  announcement  of  Pitcairn  Island  from  the  mast-head 
brought  every  one  ou  deck,  and  they  soon  had  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  a  boat  under  sail  hastening  towards  them.  At  first 
the  complete  equipment  of  this  boat  raised  a  doubt  oa  to  its 
being  the  property  of  the  islanders,  as  they  expected  to  see 
only  a  well  {Hovided  canoe  ;  but  they  were  soon  ogreeaUy 
undeceived  by  the  angular  appearance  oT  her  new,  which 
consisted  of  old  Adams  and  all  the  young  men  of  the  island. 
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Befixe  they  reptured  to  uke  bold  of  the  ilup  tbey  enquired 
if  tbfi;  mig^  oocoe  on  board  ;  tnd  oa  nceiy\ag  penniaaioB 
ibay  QHWig  up  the  ndc  and  ahook  vyery  officer  by  the  hand 
wiMl  uOdiiguiMd  feelingi  of  gntification.  Ad«ins  wm  in  bis 
■ixty-fifUl  year,  and  was  unusually  strong  fiq^  acUve  for 
bis  age.  He  was  dieued  in  a  sailor'i  shirt  and  trovaen 
tnd  a  low-OYnrned  bat.  The  latter  he  held  in  his  band  until 
desired  to  put  it  on.  It  was  the  first  tine  he'  bad  been  on 
board  a  ship  of  war  since  (be  mutiny,  an^  be  mawfested  8 
measure  of  embarrassment,  occasioned  perhaps  by  the  fiuoilta- 
rity  with  which  the  officers  and  all  on  board  addrcMed  hii« ;  f^ 
be  did  not  appear  to  beapprehenuveof  bis  personal  safety  iJrom 
the  part  be  took  in  the  iputiny,  and  vety  soon  n^ade  luniKlf 
•t  home. 

Tbe  young  men,  ten  in  number,  were  tall,  robust  aac} 
healthy,  with  good-natured  countenances,  which  would  ^^y 
where  have  procured  them  a  friendly  reception,  together  with 
a  nmpUdty  of  manner  and  a  fear  of  doing  wrong  which  at  once 
prevented  the  possibility  of  giving  offence.  Unacquainted 
with  the  'world,  they  asked  a  number  of  questions,  enquired 
afW  ships  and  individuals  whom  the  persons  on  board  tbe 
BloBBom  never  beard  of.  Their  dress,  mode  up  of  the  pr^ 
seots  which  had  ^Ken  made  them  by  tlie  masters  and  seamen 
of  merchant  ihips  which  had  touched  at  Pitcaim  Island,  wai 
a  complete  caiicature :  some  hod  on  long  black  coats,  with> 
out  any  other  article  of  dress  except  trowers,  some  bad  on 
sbirts  without  coats,  and  others  waistcoats  without  either; 
none  had  shoes  or  stockings,  and  only  two  possessed  hots, 
neither  of  which  seemed  likely  to  hang  long  together.  They 
were  very  inquisitive,  and  at  the  same  time  ready  to  answer 
the  various  inquiries  of  their  visitors  respecting  the  conduct 
of  tbe  mutine«s.  The  following  statement  was  made  by 
Adams. 

Tbe  ship  Bounty,  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Sligh, 
was  sent  out  to  Otaheite  in  December  1787,  for  the  purpose 
of  transpnting  the  bread  fruit  tree  of  that  country  to  the 
British  aettlapM^tt  in  the  West  Indies.      The  crew  conusted 
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of  forty-four  persons  and  a  gardener.  Shq  amved  at  her 
destination  in  October  1T88»  and  spent  six  pioptbs  in  collect- 
ing and  stowing  away  the  fruiti  during  which  tipie  the  ofiBcers 
and  seamen  had  free  access  to  the  shore  md  made  many 
fiiendsy  though  one  only  of  the  seamen  formed  any  alUiince 
there. 

In  April  following  they  bid  adieu  to  \heii  friends  at 
Otaheite  and  proceeded  to  Anamooka,  where  they  replenish- 
ed their  stock  of  water  and  took  on  board  hogs,  fruit,  T^eta- 
bles,  &Ci9  leaving  the  latter  place  on  the  S6th  of  the  ^ame 
months  Throughout  the  voyage  Mr*  Bligh  had  repeated 
misunden^tandings  with  his  officers,  apd  op  several  occasionj^ 
gave  the  ship^s  company  just  reasons  of  complaint ;  but  what^ 
ever  might  be  the  feelings  of  the  officers,  Adams  dedared  that 
there  was  no  real  discontent  among  the  crew,  much  less  i^y 
idea  of  offering  violence  to  their  commander.  The  officer^, 
Adams  said,  had  much  more  cause  of  dissatisfaction  than  the 
seamen,  and  particularly  the  master  and  Mr.  Christian.  The 
latter  was  under  some  pecuniary  obligations  to  Mr.  Bligh,  of 
which  he  continually  reminded  him  when  any  difference  arose, 
and  thus  continually  taunted.  Christian,  in  a  moment  of  ex- 
citation, told  his  commander  that  sooner  or  later  a  day  of  reck- 
oning would  arrive. 

The  day  previous  to  the  mutiny,  a  serious  quarrel  took 
place  between  lieutenant  Bligh  and  his  officers  about  some 
cocoa-nuts  which  he  missed  from  his  private  stock,  when 
Christian  fell  under  his  commander's  displeasure.  Bemg  in« 
vited  the  same  evening  to  supper  in  the  cabin,  he  excused 
himself  from  accepting  it,  and  began  to  ponder  over  his 
grievances  until  he  came  to  consider  them  as  so  intolerable  as 
not  longer  to  be  endured,  and  he  came  to  the  determinatioil 
that  as  he  could  not  redress  them,  he  would  escape  from  the 
possibility  of  their  being  increased.  He  had  formed  connec- 
tions at  Otaheite  which  tended  to  weaken  his  desire  to  return 
to  his  native  country,  and  he  quickly  resolved  to  set  himself 
adrift  upon  a  raft,  and  to  make  his  way  to  shore,  the  ship 
being  at  this  time  passing  to  the  southward  of  Tofoa,  one  o< 
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the  Friendly  Islands.  He  quickly  constructed  a  raft,  put 
various  useful  articles  upon  it,  and  was  on  the  point  of  launching 
it,  whenayoungofficer,  who  afterwardsperished  in  the  Pandora, 
to  whom  Christian  communicated  his  intention,  recommended 
him  rather  to  endeavour  to  take  possession  of  the  ship,  which 
he  said  would  not  be  difficult,  as  many  of  the  ship^s  company 
were  not  well  disposed  towards  the  commander,  and  would 
rather  return  to  Otaheite  and  reside  among  their  friends  in 
that  bland.  This  proposal  accorded  so  well  with  the  disposi* 
tion  of  Christian'^s  mind,  that,  hazardous  as  it  was,  he  deter- 
mined to  co-operate  with  his  friend  in  effecting  it,  resolving  if 
it  failed  to  throw  himself  into  the  sea  ;  and  that  there  might 
be  no  chance  of  being  saved,  he  tied  a  deep  sea  lead  about  his 
neck  and  concealed  it  within  his  clothes. 

Christian  had  at  this  time  the  morning  watch,  and  as  soon  as 
he  had  relieved  the  officer  of  the  deck,  he  entered  into  conversar 
tion  with  Quintal,  the  only  one  of  the  seamen  who  had  formed 
any  serious  attachment  at  Otaheite,  and  disclosed  to  him  his 
intentions.  Quintal,  after  some  consideration,  said  he  thought 
it  a  dangerous  attempt  and  declined  to  take  part  in  it.  Vex- 
ed at  this  circumstance  Christian  became  desperate,  and  ex- 
hibited the  lead  about  his  neck  in  testimony  of  his  own  deter- 
mination, and  taxed  Quintal  with  cowardice.  The  latter  deni- 
ed this  and  recommended  him  to  try  some  other  seaman,  Isaac 
Martin  for  instance,  who  was  standing  by.  Martin,  on  being 
spoken  to,  emphatically  declared  he  was  for  it,  it  was  the 
very  thing.  Having  succeeded  here.  Christian  went  to  every 
man  of  his  watch,  many  of  whom  he  found  disposed  to  join 
him,  and  before  daylight  the  greater  portion  of  the  ship*s  com* 
pany  were  brought  over. 

Adams  was  sleeping  in  his  hammock  when  Sumner,  one  of 
the  seamen,  came  to  him  and  whispered  that  Christian  was 
going  to  take  the  ship  from  her  commander,  and  set  him  and 
the  master  on  shore.  On  hearing  this  Adams  went  upon 
deck,  and  found  every  thing  in  great  confusion  ;  but  not  then 
liking  to  take  any  part  in  the  transaction^  he  returned  to  his 
hammock  and  remained  there  until  he  saw  Christian  at  the 
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■ftu-cbest,  dutiibuliDg  arms  to  all  who  came  for  them  ;  and 
thtiiy  aedng  measures  had  proceeded  bo  far,  aod  apprehenuve 
of  bnng  on  the  weaker  tode,  he  turned  out  agun  and  went 
fbr  ■  cutlasa. 

All  those  who  purposed  to  assist  Christian  being  armed, 
Adams,  with  others,  were  ordered  to  secure  the  officers,  while 
Christian  and  the  master-at-arms  proceeded  to  the  cabin  to 
make  a  prisoner  of  lieutenant  Bligh.  They  seised  him  in  his 
eot,  bound  his  hands  behind  hint,  and  brought  him  upoi  deck. 
He  remonstrated  with  them  on  thor  conduct,  but  received 
only  abuse  in  return,  and  a  blow  from  the  master-at-arms 
with  the  flat  side  of  a  cutlass.  He  was  placed  near  the  Inn- 
nacle  and  detained  there,  with  his  arms  pinioned,  by  Christian, 
who  held  him  with  one  hand,  and  a  bayonet  with  the  other. 
As  soon  as  the  lieutenant  was  secured,  the  sentinels  which 
had  been  placed  over  the  doors  of  the  officers,  calnns  were 
taken  off;  the  master  them  jumped  upon  the  fcwecastle  and 
endeavoured  to  form  a  party  to  retake  the  ship  ;  but  he  was 
quickly  secured  and  sent  below  in  confinement.  This  con- 
duct of  the  master,  who  was  the  only  officer  that  tried  to 
bring  the  mutineers  to  a  sense  of  their  duty,  was  the  more 
highly  creditable  to  him,  as  he  had  the  greatest  cause  for 
discontent,  Mr.  Bli^  having  been  more  severe  to  him  than 
to  any  of  the  other  officers. 

It  now  became  a  matter  of  dispute  whether  the  lieutenant 
and  his  party,  (whom  the  mutineers  resolved  to  set  adrift) 
should  have  the  launch  or  the  cutter  ;  and  it  being  derided 
in  bvour  of  the  launch.  Christian  ordered  her  to  be  hoisted 
out;  Martin,  who  was  the  first  convert  to  Christian's  plan, 
fweaering  that  with  the  ud  of  so  large  a  boat  the  party  would 
find  tbnr  way  to  England,  and  thus  lead  to  tbdr  own  deteo< 
tion,  exclaimed,  if  you  g^ve  him  the  launch  I  wiU  go  with  him ; 
you  may  as  well  give  him  the  ship.  Whether  be  was  in 
earnest  or  not,  he  was  afterwards  ordered  to  the  gangw^ 
from  bis  post  of  command  over  the  lieutenant,  he  hanng  Set 
him  with  a  shaddock,  and  exchanged  looks  with  him  in- 
dicative of  friendly  intentions.     It  then  fdl  to  the  bt  of 
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Adams  to  guard  Ihe  lieufeMnt,  who^  obserting  bim  atatioti^ 
bj  his  ttde»  exclaimed,  and  you.  Smith,  are  yod  against  W»f 
(Smith  was  the  natne  wMlch  Adakns  went  by  o»  boatd  tint 
Bounty,)  Adams  replied,  that  he  only  acted  as  the  others  dkl^— 
he  most  be  like  the  rest. 

The  launch  was  by  this  time  hoisted  out ;  and  the  oflleers 
and  seamen  of  Ueutenant  Blights  party  having  been  sopptied 
with  what  was  considered  neoessai^  for  their  voyage,  consist- 
ing  of  It  small  cask  of  water^  160  pounds  of  bread,  a  snudl 
quantity  of  rum  and  wiiie,  a  quadrant,  a  eompass,  some  lines, 
rope,  canvass,  twine^  be.  they  were  ordered  into  her*  Among 
those  who  took  their  seat  in  her  was  Martin,  whidt  being 
observed  by  Quintal,  he  pointed  a  musket  at  him  and  deelar* 
ed  he  would  shoot  him  unleM  he  instantly  retomed'  to 
the  ship,  which  he  cKd.  The  armourer  and  carpenter^s  mates 
were  Bko  forcibly  detained,  as  they  might  be  required  here- 
after. Lieotenant  Bligh  was  then  conducted  to  the  gUngway, 
aiid  ordered  to  descend  into  the  boot,  where  his  handfr  were 
unbound  ;  after  which  the  whole  party  were  veered  astern 
and  kept  there  while  the  ship  stood  towards  the  island.  In 
this  interval  lieutenant  Bligh  requested  some  muskets  might 
be  g^ven  him  to  protect  his  party  agmnst  the  natives ;  but 
these  were  refused  and  four  cutlasses  thrown  to  them  instead. 
When  they  were  about  ten  leagues  from  Tafoa,  at  lieutenant 
Blights  request  the  launch  was  east  off,  and,  immediately, 
'  huzsa  for  Otahette*  edioed  throughout  the  Bounty. 

There  now  remained  in  the  ship.  Christian,  who  was  the 
mate  ;  Haywood,  Toung  and  Stewart,  midshipmen  ;  the 
master-at-arms,  and  ^teen  seamen,  besides  the  three  artifi- 
dere  and  the  gardener ;  forming  in  all  twenty-fiire  persons, 
(n  the  launch  w^re  the  lieutenant,  master,  surgeon,  a  master's 
mate,  two  midshipmen,  a  botanist,  three  warrant  officers,  cleric, 
aood  eight  seamen^  making  in  all  nineteen  ;  and  had  not  the 
three  persons-  before  mentioned  been  forcibly  detained-,  the 
oaptun' would  ha^e  hud  exactly  half  the  ship^s  company. 

The  ship  having  stood  some  time  to  the  W.N.W.  with  a 
flaw  to  decrive  tlie  pairty  in  the  launeh^  was  afterwards  put 
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■bout,  and  her  course  directed  as  nesr  to  Otaheite  m  the  wind 
would  permit  Ending  however  some  difficulty  in  reaching 
that  iihind,  they  bore  away  for  Tobouai,  ft  sinaU  island  about 
three  hundred  milea  to  the  southward  of  it,  where  they  re- 
BoWed  to  establish  themselves  provided  the  natives  were  not 
hostile  to  their  purpose.  On  attempting  to  land  however  the 
nativea  disputed  every  foot  of  ground  with  spears,  clubs  and 
stones,  until  they  were  dispersed  by  a  discharge  of  cannon  and 
musketiy.  This  determined  hostility  put  an  end  to  the 
mutineers  design  of  settling  among  them  ;  and  afWr  two  days 
fruidess  attempt  at  recondliation,  they  left  the  island  and 
proceeded  to  Otaheite.  Tohouu  however  b^ng  a  favourite 
■pot  with  them,  they  resolved  to  raidie  another  attempt  to 
settle  there.  This  they  thought  would  not  be  difficult,  pro- 
vided the  ishmders  were  acquainted  with  th^r  friendly  inten- 
tions. The  only  way  to  accomplish  this  was  through  inter- 
preters, who  might  be  procured  at  Otaheite ;  and  in  order 
not  to  be  dependent  on  the  natives  of  Tobouai  for  wives,  the; 
determined  to  engage  several  Otaheitan  women  to  accompany 
them.  They  were  fortunate  in  finding  several  persons,  both 
male  and  female,  willing  to  accompany  them,  and  they  sailed 
again  for  Tobouai,  where,  as  they  expected,  they  were  better 
received  than  before,  in  consequence  of  being  able  to  com- 
municate with  the  nativea  through  tb^r  interpreters. 

Experience  had  taught  them  the  necessity  of  making  self- 
defence  their  first  consideration,  and  a  fort  was  consequently 
commenced  eighty  yards  square,  surrounded  by  a  wide  ditch. 
This  was  nearly  completed,  when  the  natives,  imagining  that 
Christian's  party  were  going  to -destroy  them,  and  that  the 
ditch  was  intended  as  a  place  of  interment,  planned  a  general 
attack  when  the  par^  should  proceed  to  work  in  the  morning. 
It  happened  that  one  of  the  Otaheitans  who  had  accompanied 
them  over^heard  this  conqiiracy  and  apprised  the  mutineers 
of  their  danger.  Instead  therefore  of  proceeding  to  their 
work  at  the  fort  as  usual  the  following  morning  Ibey  made 
an  attack  upon  the  natives,  killed  and  wounded  several,  and 
obliged  the  others  to  retire  inland.    The  continued  state  of 
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MiqwDw  in  which  titty  were  kept  by  the  natirei,  oaarfoiMd 
them  to  dadde  on  returning  lo  Olabete  agxin,  whidi  they 
MOQitlingly  did,  and  were  again  well  noeived  by  their  old 
friendi. 

Chmtian  now  purposed  to  proceed  in  the  ship  to  Kune 
distant  uninhabited  island,  for  the  purpose  of  permanently 
settling ;  but  on  communicating  thii  plan  to  his  sbipmatca, 
he  found  -only  a  few  inclined  to  assent  to  it :  but  no  objec- 
tions were  offered  to  his  taking  the  ship  by  those  who  dissent- 
ed, all  they  required  was  an  equal  distribution  of  such  pro 
visions  and  stores  as  might  be  useful  Young,  Brown,  Millsi 
Williams,  Quintal,  M'  Coy,  Martin,  Adams,  and  six  nativea 
(four  of  Otahcate  and  two  of  Tobouai)  resolved  to  follow  the 
fate  of  Christian.  Bemaining  therefore  only  twenty-four 
hours  at  Otaheite,  they  took  learc  of  their  comrades,  and 
having  invited  aa  board  seveial  of  tlic  women  with  the  feigi^ 
ed  purpose  of  taking  leave,  the  cables  were  cut  and  they  were 
carried  off  to  sea.  Such  ofthe  mutineer!  as  remuinedat  Otaheite 
were  aflerwards  taken  by  his  nuyesty's  ship  Pandora,  whidt 
was  purposely  sent  from  England  to  seixc  them  after  the 
return  of  lieutenanl  Bligh. 

Christian  and  his  party  now  bade  adieu  to  all  the  world 
save  the  few  individuab  associated  with  them  in  exile.  Whero 
that  exile  was  to  be  passed  was  not  aa  yet  dedded.  The 
Marquesas  islands  were  first  proposed  i  but  Christian,  on 
reading  Caplun  Carteret's  account  of  Fitoaim  island*  prefmw 
ed  it  and  accordingly  tliey  shaped  their  course  thither.  They 
reached  it  in  a  few  days,  and  Christian  with  one  of  the  sea- 
men landed  in  a  litile  nook  which  they  aft«rwards  found  very 
convenient  for  disembarkMiun.  I'he  island  suited  thnr 
wisUee.  It  possessed  water*  wood,  a  good  soil,  and  some 
fruits.  The  anchorage  in  the  offing  was  very  bad,  and  Uwd- 
tng  for  boats  extremely  haKordous.  The  mountains  woe 
difficult  of  access,  the  passes  narrow,  and  there  were  several 
caves  to  which,  in  case  of  necesai^,  they  eould  retreat.  Tltey 
DOW  brought  the  ship  to  an  anchor,  in  a  small  bay,  on  the 
nonUern  side  of  the  bUnd,  which  Captain  Beechey  hak 
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named  Bountj  Bay.  Here  every  Uiing  that  could  be  of 
utility  wu  landed,  and  il  was  then  agncd  to  desttoj  the  ship 
nther  by  running  her  on  shore  or  butniag  her.  Christian, 
Adam),  and  the  oiajority  were  for  the  fonner  expedient ;  but 
while  they  went  to  the  fere  port  of  the  ship  for  this  purpose 
Quintal  set  fire  to  the  carpenter's  store  room.  The  venel 
burnt  to  the  water's  edge  and  then  driAed  upon  the  rocks; 
vhere  the  remainder  of  the  wreck  was  burnt  to  prevent  dis- 
covery,  'lliis  took  place  on  the  twenty-third  of  January,  1790. 

Upon  thar  first  landing  they  percmved,  by  the  remains  of 
several  habitations,  morais,  and  three  or  four  rudely  sculp- 
tured images,  which  stood  upon  the  eminence  overlooking 
the  hay  where  the  ship  was  destroyed,  that  the  island  itad 
been  previously  tnhal»ted.  Some  apprehensions  wer^  in 
consequence,  entertained  lest  the  nativei  should  have  secreted 
themselves,  and  in  some  unguarded  moment  make  an  attack 
upon  them  ;  but  by  degrees  these  fears  subsided,  and  their 
avocations  proceeded  without  interruption. 

A  suitable  spot  of  gfauad  fer  a  village  was  fixed  upon, 
with  the  exception  of  which  the  island  was  divided  into  equal 
portions,  but  to  the  exclusion  of  the  poor  blacks,  who  being 
only  friends  of  the  seamen,  were  not  conriderad  as  entitled  ii> 
the  same  privileges.  Obliged  (o  lend  their  asustance  lo  Uie 
others,  in  order  to  procure  a  subsistence,  they  thus,  from 
being  their  friends,  in  the  course  of  time  became  their 
slaves.  No  discontent,  however,  was  manifested,  and  Uiey 
willingly  asnsted  in  the  cultivation  of  the  soil.  In  clearing 
the  space  that  was  allotted  to  the  village,  a  row  of  trees  was 
left  between  it  and  the  sea,  for  the  purpose  of  concealing  the 
houses  from  the  observation  of  any  vessels  that  might  be 
passing,  and  nothing  w&s  allowed  to  be  erected  that  might  in 
any  way  attract  attention.  Until  these  houses  were  finished, 
the  sails  of  the  Bounty  were  converted  into  tents,  and  whea 
no  longer  required  for  that  purpose,  became  very  acceptable 
as  clothing.  Thus  supplied  with  si\  the  necessaries  of  life, 
and  some  of  its  luxuries,  they  felt  their  conditioD  comfortable, 
even   hcyuiid  their  most  sanguine  expectations,   and  every 
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thing  went  on  peaceably  and  proflperotisly  for  about  two 
years ;  at  the  expiration  of  which  Williamsy  who  had  ibm 
misfortune  to  lose  hb  wife  about  a  month  after  his  arrival,  by 
a  £eJ1  from  a  predpioe  while  collecting  Inrds  qggs^  became 
dissatisfied,  and  thr^tened  to  leave  the  island  in  one  of  the 
boats  of  the  Bounty,  unless  he  had  another  wife ;  an  unrea- 
sonable request,  as  it  could  not  be  complied  with,  except  at 
the  expence  of  the  hapjnness  of  one  of  his  companions  :  but 
Williams,  actuated  by  selfish  conaideratbns  alone,  persbted 
in  his  threat,  and  the  Europeans,  not  willing  to  part  with  him, 
on  account  of  his  usefulness  as  an  armourer,  coustndned  one 
of  the  blacks  to  bestow  his  wife  upon  the  applicant  The 
blacks,  outrageous  at  this  second  act  of  flagrant  injustice^ 
made  common  cause  with  their  companion,  and  matured  a 
plan  of  revenge  upon  thm  aggressors,  which,  had  it  succeed- 
ed, would  have  proved  fatal  to  all  the  Europeans. — Fortu* 
nately,  the  secret  was  imparted  to  the  women,  who  ingeniously 
communicated  it  to  the  white  men  in  a  song,  of  which  the 
words  were,  *<  Why  does  black  man  sharpen  axe  ?.  to  kill 
white  man.'*—* The  instant  Chrisdan  became  aware  of  the  plot, 
he  seized  his  gun  and  went  in  search  of  the  blacks,  but  with 
a  view  only  of  showing  them  that  thm  scheme  was  discovered, 
and  thus  by  timely  interference  endeavouring  to  prevent  the 
execution  of  it  He  met  one  of  them  (Ohoo)  at  a  little  dis- 
tance from  the  village,  taxed  him  with  the  conspiracy,  and  in 
order  to  intimidate  him,  discharged  his  gun,  which  he  had 
humanely  loaded  with  powder  only*  Ohoo  however  imagin« 
ing  otherwise,  and  that  the  bullet  had  missed  its  object,  de- 
rided his  unskilfulness  and  fled  into  the  woods,  followed  by 
his  accomplice  Talaloo,  who  had  been  deprived  of  his  wife. 

The  remaining  blacks,  finding  their  plot  discovered,  pur* 
chased  pardon  by  promising  to  murder  their  accomplices, 
who  bad  fled,  which  they  afterwards  performed  by  an  act  of 
the  most  odious  treachery.  Ohoo  was  betrayed  and  murdered  by 
his  own  nephew ;  and  Talaloo,  after  an  ineffectual  attempt 
mode  upon  him  by  poison,  fell  by  the  hands  of  his  friend  and 
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his  wife,    the  very  woman  Qn  whose  account  all  the  dis- 
turbance began. 

Tranquillity  was  by  these  means  restored,  and  continued 
for  about  two  years,  at  the  expiration  of  which  time  dissatis- 
faction was  again  manifested  by  the  blacks,  in  consequence  of 
their  ill  treatment  by  Quintal  and  M'Coy,  and  they  meditated 
a  plan  to  destroy  their  oppressors.  It  was  agreed  that  two 
of  the  blacks,  Timor  and  Nehow,  should  desert  from  their 
masters,  provide  themselves  with  arms,  and  hide  in  the  woods, 
but  maintain  a  frequent  communication  with  the  other  two, 
Tetaheite  and  Menalee,  and  that  at  a  particular  time  they 
should  attack  and  put  to  death  all  the  Englishmen  when  at 
work  in  their  plantations.  Tetaheite  borrowed  a  gun  and 
ammunition  of  his  master  under  a  pretence  of  shooting  hogs, 
which  had  become  numerous  ;  but  instead  of  this,  with  the 
aid  of  his  accomplice  he  shot  Williams.  Martin,  who  was 
at  no  great  distance,  heard  the  report,  but  supposed  that  a  hog 
had  been  shot  The  blacks  then  proceeded  towards  Chris- 
tian's plantation,  who  was  at  work  at  his  yam  plot,  and  shot 
him.  Mills,  Martin,  and  Brown,  were  then  murd^ed,  and 
M'Coy  and  Quintal  fled  to  the  woods*  Adams  was  first  ap- 
prised of  his  danger  by  Quintid's  wife,  who,  in  hurrying 
through  his  plantation,  asked  why  he  was  working  at  such 
a  time  ?  Not  understanding  the  question,  but  seeing  her 
alarmed,  he  followed  her,  and  was  almost  immediately  tnei  by 
the  blacks,  whose  appearance  exciting  suspicion,  he  made  his 
escape  into  the  woods.  After  remaining  there  three  or  four 
hours,  Adams,  thinking  all  was  quiet,  stole  to  his  yamplot  for  a 
supply  of  provisions  ;  his  movements  were  noticed  by  the 
blacks,  who  attacked  and  shot  him  through  the  body,  the  ball 
entering  at  his  right  shoulder  and  passing  out  through  his 
throat.  He  fell  upon  his  side  and  was  instantly  assailed  by 
one  of  them  with  the  but  end  of  his  gun,  but  he  parried  the 
blow.  Tetaheite  then  placed  his  gun  to  his  side,  but  it 
missed  fire  twice.  Adams  then  sprang  on  his  legs  and  ran 
ofi*  with  as  much  speed  as  he  was  able,  and  outstripped  his 
pursuers,  who  seeing  him  likely  to  escape,  offered  him  pro* 
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tMtion  if  be  would  atop.  Adant  bring  much  ckhnuted  by 
hu  wouDd,  readily  accepted  that  temu,  and  waa  eonduoted 
to  Chriitian^i  home,  where  ha  wai  kindly  tnated.  Here  the 
attampt  at  blood-riiedding  ended,  letvii^  only  four  Engliib- 
mea  aUve  out  of  nineL 

Tonng,  who  wai  a  great  lavoorita  with  tba  women,  and 
kad,  during  thn  attack  bscn  wcretad  by  tfaen^  waa  now  alao 
taken  to  Christian't  house.  The  other  two,  ITCoy  and 
Quintal,  who  bad  alwayi  been  the  great  opprcMon  of  the 
blacks,  escaped  to  the  nMOntains  where  they  supported  thetn- 
selres  upon  the  produce  of  the  ground  about  tbeia. 

The  party  in  the  Tillage  lived  in  tolerable  tranquillity  for 
about  a  week,  at  the  expiration  of  which  the  men  of  cok>ur 
b^an  to  quarrel  about  the  right  of  choosing  the  women 
whose  husbands  had  been  killed,  which  ended  io  Menalee's 
shooting  Timoa  as  he  sat  by  (he  ode  of  Young's  wife,  accom- 
panying her  song  with  lus  flute.  Unioa  not  dying  ininiedi> 
ately,  Menale*  reloaded  and  deliberately  despatched  him  by 
a  second  discharge.  Be  aflerwards  attacked  Tetabeite,  who 
was  condoling  widi  Yontlg's  wife  for  tlie  loss  of  her  favourite 
black,  and  would  have  murdered  him  also  but  for  the  iater- 
ferencaoflbe  wofflen.  Afraid  to  retnain  longer  in  the  village, 
he  escaped  to  the  motintains  and  joined  Quintal  and  M*Coy, 
who,  though  glad  of  his  services^  at  first  received  him  with 
•uspicion.  This  acquisition  to  their  force  enabled  them  to 
bid  defiance  to  the  opposite  party,  and  coming  to  a  ridge  of 
nouRtains  withtn  sight  of  the  nllage,  they  fired  a  volley, 
which  so  alarmed  the  others  that  they  sent  Adams  (o  eay  that 
if  they  would  kill  tlie  Uack  man,  Menalee,  and  return  to  the 
village,  they  would  be  friends. — The  terms  were  so  far  awn- 
plied  with  that  Menalee  was  shot ;  but  apprehensive  of  the 
sincerity  of  the  remaining  blacks,  they  would  not  however 
return. 

The  widows  of  the  white  men  so  deeply  deplored  tlirir  loas 
that  they  resolved  to  murder  the  only  two  remaining  men  of 
cdour,  which  they  effected  the  first  (^iportanity.  These 
btal  drcaistanoea  were  comnninictited  to  the  two  abMntaea 
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and  their  return  solicited  ;  but  they  doubted  the  fact  until 
the  hands  and  heads  of  the  deceased  were  produced,  which 
being  done,  they  returned  to  the  village.  These  circum* 
stances  occurred  on  the  8rd  of  October  1798.  There  were 
now  left  on  the  island,  Adams,  Young,  M'Coy  and  Quintal, 
ten  women,  and  some  children.  About  two  months  after 
this  Young  began  to  keep  a  journal  of  what  occurred,  which 
states  that  they  lived  peaceably  together,  cultivating  th^r 
grounds,  fishing,  catching  birds,  and  constructing  pits  to  entrap 
the  hogs,  which  had  become  very  numerous. 

The  women  however  soon  became  discontented,  living  pro* 
miscuously  with  the  men  and  frequently  changing  their  abode. 
They  at  length  expressed  a  strong  desire  to  obtain  a  convey* 
ance  by  which  they  might  leave  the  island,  and  the  men  began 
to  build  them  a  boat  for  that  purpose  ;  but,  wanting  planks 
and  nails,  Jenny,  the  name  of  one  of  them,  tore  up  the  boards 
of  her  house,  and  endeavoured,  though  ineffectually,  to  per- 
suade the  others  to  follow  her  example.  The  vessel  at  length 
was  finished,  but  on  being  launched  she  upset,  to  their  great 
dissatisfactbn.  On  the  11th  of  November  1794,  a  conspiraqr 
of  the  women  to  kill  the  white  men  in  their  sleep  was  dis* 
covered  ;  upon  which  they  were  all  seized  and  a  disclosure 
followed  ;  but  they  were  pardoned  on  promi^ng  to  conduct 
themselves  properly  and  never  again  to  give  cause  to  suspect 
their  behaviour.  But  although  they  were  pardoned,  the  men 
became  very  suspicious  of  them,  and  not  without  suffident 
reason,  as  future  events  declared,  for,  on  the  80th  of  the  same 
month,  the  women  again  collected  and  attacked  them  ;  but 
they  were  again  subdued  without  any  lives  being  lost,  and 
once  more  pardoned  on  promise  of  future  good  conduct  By 
these  means  the  men  were  kept  in  constant  care  and  solicitude 
altliough  fortunately  nothing  distressing  occurred  during  that 
and  the  following  year.  They  now  became  more  sociable^ 
dining  frequently  at  each  others  houses,  and  contributing 
more  to  the  comfort  of  the  women,  who  on  their  part  gave  no 
ground  for  uneasiness.  There  was  also  a  mutual  accommo- 
daticm  amongst  them  in  rq;ard  to  provisions,  so  that  if  one 
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penon  was  suooessful  in  hunting,  he  lent  to  others^  on  oondi- 
tion  of  being  repaid  at  a  future  opportunity,  and  herebj  thej 
lived  in  a  more  quiet  and  domestic  state. 

It  unfortunately  happened  thai  M'Coy  had  been  emjdoyed 
in  a  distillery  in  Scotland  ;  and  being  addicted  to  liquor,  he 
tried  an  experiment  with  the  tee-root,  and  on  the  80th  of 
j^  pril  1798  succeeded  in  producing  a  bottle  of  ardent  spirit. 
The  success  induced  Quintal  to  alter  his  kettle  into  ^  still, 
and  frequent  intoucation  was  the  consequence.  M'Coy  in- 
dulged  so  largely  in  the  use  of  these  qpirits  that  it  at  length 
produced  delirium  and  in  one  of  these  fits  he  threw  himself 
'from  a  cliff  and  was  killed.  This  awful  circumstance  so 
affected  them  that  they  resolved  never  again  to  touch  spirits, 
and,  as  respected  Adams  at  least,  it  is  believed  to  have  beea 
effectual  to  that  end. 

The  journal  finishes  with  this  account  and  the  narrative  ia 
continued  from  the  verbal  information  of  Adams,  who  said^ 
that  in  the  course  of  the  year  1799,  Quintal  lost  his  wife  by  a 
fall  from  the  cliff  while  in  search  of  Inrd^s  eggs  ;  that  in  conse- 
quence of  this  he  became  discontented,  and  though  there 
were  several  disposable  women,  yet  nothing  would  satisfy  him 
but  the  wife  of  one  of  his  companions.  Neither  of  them 
felt  inclined  to  accede  to  this  unreasonable  desire  and  he 
therefore  sought  an  opportunity  of  putting  them  both  to  deatli. 
He  was  fortunately  foiled  in  bis  attempt,  but  swore  he  would 
repeat  it,  and  Adams  and  Young  having  no  doubt  but  that  he 
would  follow  up  his  resolution,  and  fearing  he  might  be  more 
successful  in  the  next  attempt,  came  to  die  conclusion 
that  their  own  lives  were  not  safe  while  he  was  in  existence, 
and  that  they  were  justified  in  putting  him  to  death,  which 
they  did  with  an  axe. 

Such  was  the  fate  of  seven  of  the  leading  mutineers,  who 
escaped  from  jusUce  only  to  add  murder  to  their  former  crime  ; 
for  though  some  of  them  may  not  have  actually  imbrued  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  their  fellow-creatures,  yet  all  were  ac* 
cessory  to  the  deed.  Adams  and  Young  were  now  the  sole 
survivors  out  of  the  fifteen  males  who  landed  upon  the  h 
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Tliey  were  both,  and  more  particularly  Young,  of  a  serioua 
lum  of  mind,  and  it  would  have  been  wonderful,  aflter  th« 
many  dreadful  scenes  at  which  they  bad  assisted,  if  the  soli- 
tude and  tranquillity  which  ensued  had  not  disposed  them 
to  repentance.  During  Christian's  lifetime  they  had  only 
once  read  the  church  service,  but  since  his  decease  this  had 
been  regularly  done  every  Sunday.  They  now,  however,  resolv- 
ed to  have  morning  and  evening  family  prayer,  to  add  after- 
noon service  to  the  duty  of  the  sabbath,  and  to  train  up  their 
own  children  and  those  of  their  late  unfortunate  compamons, 
in  piety  and  virtue. 

In  the  execution  of  this  resolution  Young's  education  enabled 
him  to  be  of  the  greatest  assistance ;  but  he  was  not  long 
suffered  to  survive  his  repentance ;  an  asthmatic  complaint, 
under  which  he  had  for  some  time  laboured,  terminated  his 
existence  about  a  year  after  the  death  of  Quintal,  and  Adams 
waa  left  the  sole  survivor  of  the, misguided  and  unfortunate 
mutineers  of  the  Bounty.  The  loss  of  his  last  companion  was 
a  great  affliction  to  him,  and  was  for  some  time  severely  felt. 
It  was  a  catastrophe  however  that  more  than  ever  disposed 
him  to  repentance,  and  determined  him  to  execute  the  pious 
resolution  he  had  made  to  serve  God.  His  reformation 
could  not,  perhaps,  have  taken  place  at  a  more  propitious 
moment  Out  of  nineteen  children  upon  the  island  there 
were  several  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  nine  years,  who, 
had  they  been  longer  suffered  to  follow  their  own  inclina- 
tions might  have  acquired  habits  which  it  would  have  been 
difficult,  if  not  impossible,  for  Adams  to  eradicate.  The 
moment  was  therefore  most  favourable  for  his  design,  and  his 
laudable  exertions  were  attended  by  advantages  both  to  the 
objects  of  his  care  and  to  his  own  mind,  which  surpassed  his 
most  sanguine  expectations.  He  nevertheless  had  an  arduous 
task  to  perform  :  besides  the  children  to  be  educated,  the 
Otaheitan  women  were  to  be  OHiverted  ;  and  as  the  example 
of  the  parents  had  a  powerful  influence  over  their  children, 
he  resolved  to  make  them  his  first  care.  Here  also  his  labours 
succeeded  ;  the  Otahatans  were  naturally  of  a  tractable 
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pMition,  and  gave  him  less  trouble  than  he  anticipated  ;  tfifei 
children  ulao  acquired  such  a  thirst  afler  acriptural  know* 
ledge,  that  Adams  in  a  short  time  had  little  else  to  do  than  to 
answer  \hm  enquiries,  and  put  them  in  the  right  way.  As  they 
grew  up  they  acquired  fixed  habitis  of  mcn-ality  and  piety ; 
Uieir  colony  improved,  intermarriages  occurred,  and  they  now 
form  a  happy  and  well  regulated  society,  the  merit  of  which 
in  a  great  degree  belongs  to  Adams,  and  tends  to  redeem  the 
former. errors  of  his  liFe. 

'  Such  was  the  state  of  Adams,  and  the  inhabitants  at  Pitcaim 
island  when  Captain  Beechey  called  there  in  his  miyesty*s 
ship  the  Blbssom.  This  vessel  was  so  much  superior  ih  ap- 
pearance, or,  to  use  the  expression  of  the  natives,  **  so  rich,*^ 
oolnpared  with  the  other  ships  they  had  seen,  that  they  w^recoil* 
ttantly  afraid  of  giving  offence  or  doingsome  injury,  so  that  they 
would  not  even  move  without  first  asking  permission.  This  diflt- 
dence  gave  the  crew  of  the  Blossom  full  occupation  for  a  time,  as 
their  visitors  seldom  directed  their  attention  long  to  one  ol^ect, 
or  remained  long  in  one  position  or  place.  Having  no  latches 
to  their  doors,  they  were  ignorant  of  the  manner  of  caning 
those  of  the  ship,  and  the  crew  were  in  consequence  assailed 
continually  with  ^<  Please  may  I  sit  down,  or  get  up,  or  go 
out  of:  the  cabin  ?*'  or  **  Please  to  open,  or  to  shut  the  door.* 
Their  applications  were  however  made  with  such  good  nature 
and  simplicity  that  it  was  impossible  not  to  feel  the  greatest 
pleasure  in  paying  attention  to  them.  They  very  soon  learnt 
the  christian  name  of  every  officer  in  the  ship,  which  they 
alit^ays  used  in  conversation  instead  of  the  sirnames,  and 
wherever  a  similarity  to  their  own  occurred  they  attached, 
themselves  to  that  person  as  a  matter  of  course. 

**  It  was  many  hours  after  they  came  on  board^  says  Captain 
Beechey,  '<  before  the  ship  could  get  near  the  island,  during 
which  time  they  so  ingratiated  themselves  with  us  that  we 
felt  the  greatest  desire  to  visit  their  houses  ;  and  rather  than 
pass  another  night  at  sea  we  put  off  in  the  boats,  thougn  at  a 
con^derable  distance  from  the  land,  and  accompanied  them  to 
the  shore.    We  followed  our  guides  past  a  rugged  point 
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Sttmumnted  bj  tall  spiral  rocks,  known  to  the  islanders  an 
St  Paurs  rocks,  into  a  spacious  iron  bound  bay,  where  the 
Bounty  found  her  U»t  ai^on^.  In  this  bay,  which  is 
bounded  by  lofty  diffk  almost  isaocessible,  it  was  proposed  to 
land.  Thickly  branched-  evergreens'  skirt  the  base  of  theie 
hills,  and  in  summer  afford  si  welcome  retreat  from  the  rays 
of  an  almost  vertical  sun. ''  In  the  dibtancfe  are  seen  several 
high  pointed  rocks  which  the  pious  islanders  have  named  after 
the  most  aealous  of  the  Apostles,  and  outside  of  them  is  ja 
square  basaltic  islet.  Fonbidable  breakers  fringe  the  coast, 
and  seem  to  present  ah  insurmountable  barrier  to  all  access. 

^We  here  brought  our  boats  to  an  anchor,  in  consequence 
of  the  passage  between  theaunken  rocks  beidg  much  too  itt< 
tri<^te,  and  we  trusted,  otnrselves  to  the  natives,  who  landed 
us,  two  at  a  time,  in  their  whale-boat.  The  diiSculty  of  land- 
ing was  more  than  repaid  by  the  friendly  reception  we  met 
with  on  the  beach  from  Hannah  Young,  a  very  interesting 
young  woman,  the  daughter  of  Adama.  In  her  eagerness  to 
greet  her  father,  she  hod  outrun  her  female  companions,  for 
whose  delay  she  thought  it  necessary  in  the  first  place  to 
apologia,  by  saying  they  had  aMbcen  over  the  hill  in  ccun- 
pany  with  John  fiufibt  to  look  at  the  ship,  and  were  not  yet 
returned.  It  appeaired  that  John  Buffet,  who  was  a  seafaring 
man,  ascertained  that  the  ship  was  a  man  of  war,  and,  without 
knowing  exactly  why,  became  so  alarmed  fpr  the  safety  of 
Adams  that  he  either  could  not  or  would  not  answer  any  of 
the  interrogations  which  were  put  to  him.  This  mysterious 
silence  set  all  the  party  in  tears,  as  they  fbaried  lie  had  dis« 
covered  something  adverse  to  their  patrianbh.  At  length  his 
obduracy  yielded  to  theii  entreaties  ;  but  before  he  explained 
the  cause  of  his  conduct,  the  boats  were  aeen  to  put  ctffiom 
the  ship,  and  Hannah  immediately  burripd^.to;  the  b^Mb.  to 
kisB  the  old  man's  bheek,  which  she  did  with  a  fervency  demoiH 
strative  of  the  warmest  affection.  Her  apology  for  hetisom^ 
paniopB  was  rendered  unnecessary. by  their  appc^nraot: oil, the 
steep  and  circuitous  path  down  the  moAntain^  irlso,  ak  they 
arrived  on  the  beach,  succcsbively  wekomcd.ua  to  their  is- 
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land,  with  a  simplicity  and  sincerity  which  left  no  doobt  erf 
the  truth  of  their  profeariona. 

**  They  abaost  ail  wore  the  doth  of  the  island  :  their  diwia 
oonntted  ^of  a  petticoat,  and  a  mantle  looiely  thrown  over 
their  shoulders^  and  reaching  to  the  ancles.  Their  stature  was 
rather  above  the  common  height;  and  their  limbs,  from  bong 
accustomed  to  work  and  climb  the  hills,  had  acquired  unosual 
muscularity  ;  but  their  features  and  manners  were  perfectly 
feminine.  Their  complexion,  though  fiurer  than  that  of  the 
men,  was  of  a  dark  gipsey  hue,  but  its  deep  colour  was  less 
consjNCUOUS,  by  beiqg  contrasted  with  dark  glossy  hair,  which 
hung  down  over  their  shoulders  in  long  waving  tresses,  nicely 
oiled :  in  front  it  was  tastefully  turned  back  from  the  forehead 
and  temples,  and  was  retained  in  that  position  by  a  chaplet  of 
small  red  or  white  aromatic  blossoms  newly  gathered  from  the 
flower-tree  (morinda  cUrifoUa)^  or  from  the  tobacco  plant ; 
their  countenances  were  lively  and  goodnatured,  thdr  eyes 
dark  and  animated,  and  each  possessed  an  enviable  row  of 
teeth.  Such  was  the  agreeable  impression  of  their  first  appear- 
ance, which  was  heightened  by  the  wish  expressed  simultane- 
ously by  die  whole  group,  that  we  were  come  to  stay  several 
days  with  them.  As  the  sun  was  going  down,  we  signified 
our  desire  to  get  to  the  village  and  to  pitch  the  observatory 
before  dark,  and  this  was  no  sooner  made  known,  than  every 
instrument  and  article  found  a  carrier. 

'*  We  took  the  only  pathway  which  leads  from  the  landing- 
place  to  the  village,  and  soon  experienced  the  difficulties  of 
the  ascent,  which  the  distant  appearance  of  the  ground  led 
us  to  anticipate.  To  the  natives,  however,  there  appeared  to 
be  no  obstacles :  women  as  well  as  men  bore  their  burthens 
over  the  most  difficult  parts  without  inconvenience ;  while 
we;,  obliged  at  times  to  have  recourse  to  tufts  of  shrubs  or  grass 
for  assistance,  experienced  serious  delay,  being  also  incom* 
moded  by  the  heat  of  the  weather,  and  swarms  of  horse-flies 
which  infest  the  island,  and  are  said  to  have  been  imported 
there  by  H.  M.  S.  Briton. 
**  As  soon  as  wa  had  gained  the  first  level,  our  party  rested 
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M  wme  large  ttones  that  lay  half  buried  in  kn^  gmaa-oii  one 
ade  of  a  ravine,  from  which  the  Uue sky  waanearly  coneealed 
by  the  overlappnig  branches  of  palm  treitt ;  there^  Aroiigb  the 
flsecKum  of  our  female  guides,  who,  fiiiiiisbedrwkh  the  wprmi* 
ing  leaves  of  the  tee^phmt,  drove  away  <Hir*trouhIeiome  perse- 
eutorSy  we  obtained  a  respite  from  their  attaeksb 
'  ^Having  refreshed  ourselves,  we  resumed  our  journey 
over  a  more  easy  path ;  and  after  crossing  two  valleys, 
shaded  by  cocoa-nut  trees,  we  arrived  at  the  village*  It 
consisted  of  five  houses^'  built  upon  a  cleared  fnece  of  ground 
sloping  to  the  sea,  and  commanding  a  distant  view  of  the  bo- 
risKMi,  through  a  break  in  an  extensive  wood  of  palms.  While 
the  men  assbted  to  pilch  our  tent,  the  women  employed  them* 
selves  in  preparing  our  dinner,  or  more  properly  supper,  as  it 
was  dght  o'clock  at  night. 

'*  The  manner  of  cooking  in  Pitcaim  island  is  similar  to  that 
of  Otaheite,  which  is  thus :  an  oven  is  made  in  the  ground, 
sufficiently  large  to  contain  a  good  used  pig,  and  is  lined 
throughout  with  stones  nearly  equal  in  siae,  which  have  beeir 
previously  made  as  hot  as  possible*  These  are  covered  with 
some  brood  leaves^  generally  of  the  tee-plant,  iind  on  them 
is  placed  the  meat.  If  it  be  a  pig,  its  inside  is  lined  with  heat- 
ed stones  as  wdl  as  the  oven ;  such  vegetables  as  lire  to  be 
cooked  are  then  placed  round  the  animal,  the  whole  is  cme- 
fully  covered  with  leaves  of  the  tee,  and  buried  beneath  a  heap 
of  earth,  straw^  or  rushes  and  boughs,  which,  by  a  little  use, 
becomes  matted  into  one  nttMS.  Inabout  an  hour  and  a  quar- 
ter the  animal  is  sufficiently  cooked,  and  is  oertainly  more 
thoroughly  done  than  it  would  be  by  a  fire. 

"  By  the  time  the  tent  was  upand  the  instruments  secured, 
we  were  summoned  to  a  meal  csooked  in  this  manner,  than 
which  a  less  sumptuous  fare  would  have  satisfied  appetites 
rendered  keen  by  long  abstinence  and  a  tiresome  journey. 
Oar  party  divided  themselves  that  they  might  not  crowd  one 
house  in  particular :  Adams  did  not  entertain ;  bot  at  Chris- 
tian's I  found  a  table  spread  with  plates,  knives  and  forks ; 
which  in  so  remote  a  part'ot  the  woridy  was  an  unexpected 
light.     Thej  were,  it  it  true,  far  from  uniform,  but  by  one 
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articie  being  iqppfoprkued  tor  another  ire  aU  ftund  mneilifi^ 
to  put  our|KMrtion  upon;  atid  but  few  of  ^ibe  natiyeaw^n 
obliged  lo  aubalkate  thebr  fiiigeta  ibr.  artidea  wbiebiOie  indiMm 
pansabie  tfo  Oe  cMiribct  of  aaore  {kAoM:  ttfc;  XHfoMwking 
fig^  by  a-akilfiil  dhaeciioB,  waa  aoda  fMrtioned  lo^erjr  gueit* 
but  no  one  ven^uirBd  tDputUaetoeyent  quhititki  to  the  teat 
until  a  lengthened -iliftew^  pronounoed  by  att  the  party^bad 
mcoeeded  an  emphatic  grace  delivered  iby  the  village  paraon. 
^.  TurnUT  was  then  theitignal  for  attack,  and  as  it  was  coo* 
venient  that  aU  tlie  party  should  6oisb  tbnr  meal  about  the 
same  time^  in  order  that  one  grace  *  might  serve  for  all,  each 
made  the  most  of  hia  time*  In  Pitcairh's  isbfcid  it  is  not  deem- 
ed!p#oper  to  toudi  even  a  bit  of  bcead  withoat  a  grace  before 
and  af>cr  it,  and  b  person  is  accused  of  inconsistency  if  he 
leaves  off  and  begins  again.  So  striet  is  their  observance  of 
this  form,  that  we. do  not  knots  of  any.insttece  in  which  it  has 
been  forgotten.  On  one  occasion  I  had  engaged  Adama  in 
eonversatioUy  and  he  incautiously  took  the  fitst  mouthful  with- 
out having  said  his  grace ;  but  before  he  had  swallowed  it  he 
leoollected  himsdf,  and  feeling  as  if  he  bad  committed  a  crim^ 
immediately  put  away  what  he  had  in  his  mouth,  and  com- 
menced his  prayer.    . 

**  Welcome  cheer,  hospitalityi,  and  good  bumour,  were  the 
characteristics  of  the.  fieast,  and  neyer,  was  their .  bene6cial  in. 
fluenoe  more  practically  exemplified  than  pi^^his  occasion,  by 
the  demolitioQ  of  nearly  all  that  was  placed  before  us.  With 
the  exception  of  some  wine  we  had  t  brought  with  us,  water 
was  the  only  beverage*  Thia  was  placed  in  a  liirg^  Jug  at  one 
end  of  the  board,  and  when  o^ee^sary^  was  p4S^  round  th^ 
table*  Three  or  four  torches  made  with  dpo-doe  mits(a^fii- 
rite$  triloba)^  strung  upon  the  fibres  of  a  palm-leaf,  were 
stuck  in  tin- pots  at  the  end  of  the  tablesj  and  formed  an  ex- 
cellent substitute  for  candles,  except  that  they  gave  a  consi- 
derable heat»  and  cradced^aod  fired,  somewhat  to  the  discom- 
fiture of  the  person* whose  face  was  near  them.  . 

<*  Notwithstanding  these  deficiencies,  we  made  a  veiy  com- 
fortable and  Hearty  supper,  heard  many  littk  anecdotes  of  the 
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pkfccs^  and  derived  much  aroosemetit  Imm  i  tkb<  ungulurkj  of 
ihetidqtfiries  of  our  hosi.  Oneptgiret  only  ialnided  itaelF  up- 
on the  general  eonvivioK^,  whidi  wsedklnot  fiiil!  to  nwmioa^' 
QAineljr,  thieit  there,  was  a6  wider  a  di8tinctio»  betmeen  the  aexeai 
Thia  msA  the  remaina  of  a  ooatDW  Ttry  commou  aMoaag  die 
$ootb-«ea  bhnkk,  iwbteb  in  mom  plao0s  ia  earned  to  aueh  an 
^xtent,^  that  it  iinposea  death  lipon  the  womaa  who  ahall  •  «at 
in  the  pneseoce  of  her  hiiaband<;-  «id  ;thodgh  the  dastiiietioii< 
between-.maa  and  wife  is /not  here  canried  to  that  cstent,  it  ia* 
etill  soflMently  obiierved  .la;<eiBohtde.d[Lthe  wotnen  fiom  tablc^ 
if  there  happens  to  .ber^a.defioienfty  of /seatt«i  *In-.Pitteim'a 
island)  they  haTe.aeltledrideaa  of  right  and  wrongs  Ito  wUtfh: 
they  obstinately  adUeee  V  and  fortunately  tbey  baTe  imbibed 
them  generally  ibam  the  best  aourceb     <  - 

^*  In  the  in^tanbe inquestion, they  hav^  hdwerer^ certainly 
ored ;  but  of  this' they  could  not  be  persuisded,  nor  did  thfey^* 
1  believe,  thank  us  for  our  interference.  Their  argument  was 
that  man  was  iaad^  Arat,  and  ought  oonae^pientlyy  on  all  oc>.: 
casions,  to  be  served  6rst ;  a  conclunon  which  deprived  us  of 
tjbe  company  of 'thrwomen  at  table,  during  the  whole  of  our 
stay  at  the.islaiML  >  Far  ftbm  considermg  theniseives  h^leet*' 
ed,  they  very  good  aaturedly  chatted  with  us  behind  our  seats* 
and  flapped  away  this  ffies,  and  fay  a  gentle  tap,  acddebtal^ 
or  playfully  deKvered^  reimnded  us  odcasionally  of  th&  ko-^ 
nour  that  was  done* us.  The  cotidusiodof  our  meil  .was 
the  signal  for  the  women  and  cbildreD.  to  prepare  their  ;dwn«' 
to  whom  we  resigbed  oar  seats,  and  stfoUedout  to  efgojr.tha 
fVesbness  of  the  night. ,  It  was  late  by  the  timis  the  women 
had  finished,  and  we  were  not  sorry  when  we  were  shown ,  to 
the  beds  prepnred  for  usi.  Tb^  roattrass  was  composed  ofpalmi 
leaves,  covered  with  native  doth  ;  .the  sheets  were  of  ihesimie 
material;  and  i»  knew,  by  the  crackling  of  fhem,  that  .they 
were  quite  new  from  the  lodm,  oit  bettten«  The  wjbole  af»: 
rangement  was  extretaiety  comfortable,  and  <  highly  inviting  k> 
repose,  which  the  freshness  of  the  apartmeatt  rendered  cool  by 
a  free  circulation  of  sir  through  its  udes,  enabled  us  to  enjoy 
without  any  anngyaaoe  fromrheat  or  bwfsts*.-,  One  i^laiTup- 
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tion  only  dislaTfaed  our  first  sleep ;  it  wu  the  pleamg  meicN 
dy  of  the  erening  hjrmn,  whidi,  after  the  lights  were  pat  out^ 
was  diaunted  by  the  whole  family  in  the  middle  of  the  rmnb. 
In  the  moniiiig  also  we  were  awoke  by  their  mamiiig  hymn, 
ami  faouiy  devotion.  As  we  were  much  tired,  aad  the  son^e 
rays  had  not  yet  found  their  way  through  the  broad  opem^ 
of  the  a^Murtinent,  we  composed  ourselves  to  rest  again ;  and 
on  awaking  found  that  all  the  natives  were  gone  to  their  se- 
veral occupations,— the  men  to  offer  what  assistance  they  could 
to  our  boats  in  landing,  carrying  burthens  for  the  seamen,  or 
to  gadier  what  fruits  were  in  season.  Some  of  the  women  had 
taken  our  linen  to  wash;  those  whose  turn  it  was  to  cook  for  the 
day  were  preparing  the  oven,  the  pig,  and  the  yams ;  and  we 
could  hear  by  the  distant  reiterated  strokes  of  the  beater^  that 
others  were  engaged  in  the  manufactureof  doth.  By  our  bedside 
had  already  been  placed  some  ripe  fruits ;  and  our  bats  were 
crowned  with  chaplets  of  the  fresh  blossom  of  the  nono  or  flower^ 
tree  (morinda  dirijblia)  which  the  women  had  gathered  in  the 
freshness  of  the  morning  dew. 

'*  We  assembled  at  breakfast  about  noon,  the  usual  eating 
hour  of  the  natives,  though  they  do  not  confine  themselves 
to  that  period  exactly,  but  take  their  meal  whenever  it  is  suf- 
ficiently cooked ;  and  afterwards  availed  ourselves  of  their 
proffered  services  to  show  us  the  island,  and  under  their  guid* 
ance,  first  inspected  the  village  and  what  lay  in  its  immediate 
vicinity.  In  an  adjoining  house  we  found  two  young  girls 
seated  upon  the  ground,  employed  in  the  laborious  exerdse  of 
beating  out  the  bark  of  the  cloth-tree,  which  they  intended 
to  present  to  us  on  our  departure,  as  a  keq)sake.  llie  ham- 
let connsted  of  five  cottages,  built  more  substantially  than 
neatly,  upon  a  cleared  patch  of  ground,  sloping  to  the  ncntb- 
ward,  from  the  high  land  of  the  interior  to  the  cliffs  which 
overhang  the  sea,  of  which  the  houses  command  a  distant 
view  in  a  northern  direction.  In  the  N.  E«  quarter  the  hori- 
ion  may  also  be  seen  peeping  between  the  stems  of  the  lofty 

*  TIdi  iiaa  fawtmiBeiit  nmi  for  the  OHuiiiftctiife^  tMr  doth. 
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pfthnB,  whose  graceful  branches  nod  like  ostrich  plumes  to 
the  refreshing  trade-wind.  To  the  north  Ward,  and  north-west- 
ward, thicker  growths  of  palm  trees  rise  in  an  inipeiletrabte 
woods  from  two  rarines  which  traTerse  the  hills  w  varioos  di* 
rections  to  their  summit  Abov^*  theone  to  thte  W^Bt^^ard^a 
loftjrtnountain  rears  its  head,  and  toward  the  sea  tetmhlates 
in  a  fearful  precipice  filled  with  carems,  in  which  the  different 
sea  fowl  find  an  undisturbed  retreat  Immediately  rodtid  th^ 
Tillage  are  the  small  enckwores  for  fiittening  pigs,  goats,'  and 
poukry ;  and  beyond  them,  the  cultivated  gro\inds  produtiitg 
the  bandna,  plantain,  melon,  yam,  tare,  siv^eet  potatoes,  appid, 
tee,  and  cloth  plant,  with  other  useful  roots^  fruits,  and  shrubs^ 
which  extend  far  up^the  mountain,  and  to  the  southward; 
but  in  this  particular  directioh  they  are  exduded  from  the 
▼iew  by  an  immense  banyan  tree,  two  hundred  paces  in  cir- 
cumference, whose  foliage  and  branches  ftftm  of  thetnselves  a 
canopy  impervious  to  the  rays  of  the  sun.  Every  cottage 
has  Its  outhouse  for  making  cloth,  its  baking  place ,  itt  sty, 
and  its  poultry-house. 

**  Within  the  enclosure  of  pUm  trees  is  the  cemetry,  where 
the  few  persons  who  had  died  on  the  island,  together  with 
those  who  met  with  violent  deaths,  are  deposited  Besidef 
the  houses  above  mentioned,  there  are  three  or  four  othen 
built  upon  the  plantations  beyond  the  palm  groves.  One  of 
these,  rituated  hi^er  np  the  hill  than  the  village,  belonged 
to  Adams,  who  had  retired  from  the  btistle  of  the  hamlet  to  • 
more  quiet  and  sequestered  spot  to  enjoy  the  advantagea  of  an 
elevated  situation^  so  desirable  in  warm  countries ;  and  itt^d^ 
dition  to  these  again,  there  are  four  other  cottages  to  the  east- 
ward which  belong  to  the  Youngs  and*  Quintals.   . 

^  All  these  cottages  are  strongly  biMt  of  wood  iH'anobionig 
form,  and  thatched  with  the  leaves  of  the  palm -tree  bent  round 
the  stem  of  the  same  bnmch,  and  laeed*  iKMieontally  to  rafte^' 
so  placed  as  to  give  a  proper  pitch  to  tibe  roof-  The  greater 
part  have  an  upper  stoih^,  which  is  ajqin^fiated  to  sleeps' 
ing,  and  conUuns  four  beds  built  in  the  stngles  of  the  room, 
each  suiBdently  large  for  three  or  four  persons  to  lie  on. 
P.  V.  34.  5L 
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They  are  made  of  wood  of  the  doth-tree,  and  are  nuaed 
eighteen  inches  above  the  floor ;  a  mattress  of  palm  leaves 
is  laid  upon  the  planks,  and  above  it  three  sheets  of  the  doth 
pknty  which  form  an  excellent  substitute  for  iioen. 

**  The  lower  room  generally  oontmnaone  or  more  beds,  but  is 
dways  used  as  their  eating  room,  and  has  a  broad  table  in 
one  part,  with  several  stools  placed  round  it.  The  floor  is 
elevated  above  a  foot  from  the  ground,  and,  as  well  as  the 
side  of  the  house,  is  made  of  strong  plank,  and  not  of  bamboo, 
or  stone,  as  stated  by  Captain  Folger ;  indeed  they  have  not 
a  pie6e  of  bamboo  on  the  island,  nor  have  they  any  mats. 
The  floor  is  a  fixture,  but  the  sideboards  are  let  into  a.  grove 
in  the  supporters,  and  can  be  removed  at  pleasure,  oopording 
to  the  state  of  the  weather,  and  the  whole  side  may,  if  requir- 
ed, be  laid  open^  the  lower  room  communicates  with  the  upper 
by  a  stout  ladder  in  the  centre,  and  leads  up  through  a  trap 
door  into  the  bed  room. 

*'  From  the  village  several  pathways  (for  roads  there  are 
none)  diverge,  and  generally  lead  into  the  valleys,  which  afford 
a  less  difficult  ascent  to  the  upper  part  of  the  island  than 
the  natural  slope  of  the  hills  ;  still  they  are  very  rugged  and 
steep,  and  in  the  rainy  season  so  slippery  that  it  is  almost 
impossible  for  any  person,  excepting  the  natives,  to  traverse 
them  with  safety.  We  selected  one  which  led  over  the 
mountain  to  the  landing  place,  on  the  c^posite  ude  of  the 
island,  and  visited  the  several  plantations  upon  the  higher 
grounds,  which  extend  towards  the  mountains  with  a  gentle 
skpe.  Here  the  mutineers  originally  built  their  summer 
houses,  for  the  purpose  of  enjoying  the  breezes,  and  overlook- 
ing the  yam  grounds,  which  are  more  productive  than  those 
lower  down.  Near  these  plantations,  are  the  remains  of  some 
ancient  morais  ;  and  a  spot  b  pointed  out  as  the  place  where 
Christian  was  first  buried.  By  a  circuitous,  and  to  us,  diffi- 
cult path,  we  reached  the  ridge  of  the  mountain,  the  height 
of  which  is  1109  feet  above  the  sea  ;  this  is  the  highest  part 
of  the  island.  The  ridge  extends  in  a  north  and  south  direc- 
tion, and  unites  two  small  peaks :  it  is  so  narrow  as  to  be  in 
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many  parts  scardfeiy  Ihree  feet  wide,  and  forms  a  dangerdns 
pass  betirtMi' two  fearful  pred|>ioes.  The  natives  were  so 
aoeustcHned  to  climb  these  crags  that  they  <  nnooncemcdly 
ski[^ped  from  point  to  point  like  the  hunters  of  chamois  ;  and 
vottiig^  Christian  actually  jampot  upon  the  very  peak  of* 
ciifiv  which  was  so  small  as  to  be  scarcely  -suiBcient  for  bis 
feet  to  rest  upon^  and  frons  which  any  other 'pierson  would 
have  shuddered  eyen '  lo  lidok  down  upon  the  beacb^  lying 
manyi  hundred  feet  at  its  base.  At  the  northern  extremity 
of  this  ridge  is  a'  cave  of  some  interest^  as  being  the  inlended 
retreat  of  Christii^n;  in  the  event  of  a  landing  being  eSected 
by  dny  ship^  sent  ini{>uv8oit  of  him,  and  where  he  i^eaoived  to 
sell  his  life  as  deitirfy  asrhe-couM*/ In  this  recess  he  always 
kept  a  store  of  provisions,  and  near  it  erected  a  small  hut, 
well  concealed  by  trees,  which  served  the  purpose  ^6f  a  watch* 
hoiise.  So  difficult  was  the  approach  to  this  cave,  :4hat  even 
if  the  party  were  successful  in  cros&ing  the  iidge,sas  long  as 
his  ammunitipn  lasted,  he  might  have  bid  detiance  toany  force. 
An  unfrequented  and  dangerous  path  leads  from  this  place  to 
a  peak  which  commands  a  view  of  die  western  and  southern 
coasts  :  at  this  height,  on  a  ciejar  day,  a  perfect  map  of  the 
bottom  is  exhibited  by  the  different  coloured  waters.  On  all 
points  tlie  island  is  terminated  by  clifis,  or  rocky  projections, 
off  which  lie  scattered  numerous  fragments  of  rock,  rising 
like  so  many  black  pinnacles  amid  the  surf,  which  on  all  sides 
rolls  in  upon  the  shore; 

**  We  descended  by  a  less  abrupt  slope  than  that  by  which  we 
advanced,  and  took  -our  way  through  yam  groonds  to  a  ra- 
vin^  which  brought  us  to  the  villi^^es..  The  path  leading 
down  this  ravine  is,  in  many  places,  so  precipitous,  that  we 
were  constantly  in  danger  of  slipping  and  rolling  into.thedtpths 
beloWy  which  the  asststanoeof  the  natives  alone  prevent^. 

**  While  we  were  thus  borrowing  help  from  others,  and  grasps 
ing  every  tuft  of  grass  and  bough  that  offered  its- friendly 
support,  we  were  overtaken  by  a  group  of  chubby  -little 
children  trudging  unconcernedly  on,  munching  a  wa^r  melon, 
and  balancing  on  their  heads  calabashes  of  water^.  which-  they 
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had  broi^ht  from  the  «|ppotite  tide  oF  the  iilaaclf  r  Tk^j 
nttiled  at  our  faclplessnew  at  tbey  paasad,  and,  w#  feltf  their, 
httiooent  leproofvir  but  we  were  still  uapilietited  in  liiifi|i*foitib 
iMnle  tbej,  fitom  being  toaiaed  to  thain^rluid  acquire^  4  fi'Ot^ 
ing^>aiid  a  firmaets  -  which  babii  alone  am  produce.  /  limm/$ 
dark  -when  we  teacbed  the  houfles^  but  we  found  by  a  whdoip 
which  echoed  through  the  Woods,  that  we  were  iM>t.  the  laat 
ffom  home.  This  whoop,  peculiar  to  the  pla^e,  is  so  \shriU9 
that  it  may  be  beard  h^f  over  the  island^  md  the  eav  of  Ibe 
iladves  is  wo  quick  that  they  will  catch  it  when  we  could.dia- 
tinguidi  notUng  of  the  kind.  By  the  tone  in^whidiilis 
delifered^  they  also  know  the  wantsof  the  person,  and  .who 
it  is.  These  shrill  sounds,  which  we  bad  just  heard,  informed 
us,  and  those  who  were  at  the  Tillage,  that  a  party  had  lost 
their  way  in  the  woods.  A  biasing  beacon  was  immediately 
made,  which,  together  with  a  few  OMHre  whoops,  to  direct  the 
party,  soon  brought  the  absentees  home*  Thar  perfection  in 
these  (%nal8  will  be  manifest  from  the  following  anecdote  : 
I  'Was  one  day  crossing  the  mountain  which  intersects  the 
island  with  Christian ;  we  had  not  long  parted  with  their 
whale  boat  on  the  western  side  of  the  island,  and  were  descend- 
ing a  ravine  amidst  a  thicket  of  trees,  when  he  turned  round 
and  said,  Vthe  whale  boat  is  come  round  to  Bounty  Bay  ;'  at 
which  I  was  not  a  little  surprised,  as  I  had  heard  nothing,, 
and  we  could  not  see  through  the  wood,  but  he  said  he  heard 
the  signal ;  and  when  we  got  down  it  proved  to  be  the  case. 

**  In  this  little  retreat  there  is  not  much  variety,  and  the 
descripUon  of  one  day's  occupation  serves  equally  for  its 
successor.  The  dance  is  a  recreation  very  rarely  indulged 
in ;  but  as  we  particularly  requested  it,  they  would  not  lefuse 
to  gratify  us.       .  ' 

**  A  large  room  in  Quintal's  bouse  was  prepared  for  the 
occanon,  and  the  company  were  ranged  on  one  side  of  the 
apartment,  glowing  beneath  a  blazing  string  of  doodoe  nuts  ; 
the  musicians  were  on  the  other,  under  the  direction  of 
Arthur  Quintid.  He  was  seated  upon  the  ground,  as  head 
musidan,  and  had  before  him  a  large  gourd,  and  a  piece  of 


nmiieal  wik>d  |]porDift^:)^  which  lie;. balatic^d  nicely,  iqk^  biif 
ibes,  that*  there 'inigbt  be  tb^  kin  int^nRnplHMi  to  ]UTihratioi|& 
Bettradi  the  ifasthinient  altcnuitelyrwitli  tmg  fftick^x  BMi4yf» 
dooompaaUed  hjr  Iki%^  #borpefAnDed(irery:8|^|fttUx^^ 
boifeh  iitnda  -upon:  a  'g<ntrd^  whieh*  hadi'  a.  h$o^tM4u)al:  hoW;  <  puh 
ID  one  end  of  it;  rapidly  beating  .the  orifiot  wkh  the.  pahna 
of  heir  hands,'' ^d;reUanng  it  again-witb  ilaooi|UBDOii.4ei(terit7, 
SO' as  ta- produce  a  taktoo,  bnt  iafitwrfeot  tfiae  with: tfift  oih^ 
iiutrcinikML* '  A  thilrd  pirformed;updii  the  Bount]r'3>,<4d.  cop- 
p^'^di 'kettle/  Which  ferrndd  a  iortof  bhss..  Tathiai^XR 
bHaradngbiiHriey  tiiifee^TOwn-tip  femalea^  stood  hp  to  (daMe, 
but  Srith  a  rtibetiincel  which 'ahowcdtitrwasdteeofolj  tobUigd 
tt%'  at'thqr  donrider  siibh' performances  in  inroad  updo  their 
tMtial  iniiooint  pa^fimes.  The  fi^re  consisted  fcfsucU  pact^ 
of  the Otaheitan  da^ce  as*  were  thought,  most  decorous^ ' ai^ 
was  little  more  than  a  ibtiflUng  of  the  .feet»  sliding  pasteaob 
oth^fy  dbd  snapping  thMr  fingers;  but  even  this  produced, 
at  times,  considerable  laughter  from  the  female  spbctators^ 
periiapB  from  some  association  of  ridiculous  ideas,  which  we^ 
av.  ttiangers^  did  mk  feel ;  and  no  doubt  had  our  opinjoa  of 
the  performance  bten  consulted,  it  would  hoiTe  eaientiayy 
differed  firom  their^s.  They  did  tibt  long  continue  r  these 
diversions,  from  an  idea  that  it  was  to6  ^reat  a  kvity  tofbe 
continued  long ;  and  only  the  three  before  mentioned  ladies 
could  be  prevail^  iipbn  '  to  exhibit  thei^  skill.  .  One  of  the 
officers,  With  a-yiew  of  contributifng  to  the  mirth  of  the  coIo» 
nists,  had  obligingly  brought  hisTiciio  on  shores  ahd^asan 
inducement  fbr  them*  to  dance  again,  offered  to  play  some 
cbuntry  deuces  and  rtels,  if  they  would  proceed  ;  but  they 
eoold  not  be  tempted  to  do  so.  i  Hiey  howev^i^  aolifaited  • 
spedmen  of  the  capabilities  of  the  ibstrument^  which  iwaa 
granted;  and,  thou^  very  well  executed^  r  did  not  give  the 
Misfiiction  'which  we  anticipated.  They  had  not  yet  arrived 
At  a  'state  tf 'refinement  to  appredate  harmony,  but  were 
highly  delighted  with  the  rapid  motion  of  the  fingers,  and 
always  liked  to  be  within  sight  of  the  instnimentwhen.il  was 
played.    They  were  afterwards  heard  to  say,  that  they  fpm- 
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ferred  their  own  rimpie  muncal  oontovsaoe  to  die  YkiliB«f 
They  did  not  appear  to  bare  the  least  ear  for  muaie:  .oAe^of; 
the  oiBcers  took  eonsiderable  patoe  to  teacfa  thenii  the  huBK 
diedtb  pJMlniy  that  thejr  might  not  ohauntall  the  ^Mahw .  and; 
hymns  to  tb^  isame  air ;  but  they  did  not  eriaee  the  leait  ap- 
titude or  desire  to  learn  it.  <.  i  ; 

<*  The  following  day  was  deToted  to  the  oooi{detion  of  ^nit' 
view  of  the  islaBd^  of  wbieh  the  natiyea  wcie  anxious  we 
should  see  every  part^  •  We  aeoordin^y  set  out  with  the  same, 
guides  fay  a  road  wbieh  'brougbt.us  t6  f  the  Ifope/ ia steep 
cliff,  so  called  from  its  being  necessary,  lo  descend  it  by  a  ropcw; 
It  is  ritdated  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  island,:  aad  OYetfhtoks.a; 
small  sandy  bay  lined  with  rocks,  which  render  it  daagecoua 
for  a  boat  to  attempt  to  land  there.  At  the  foot  of  *  the 
rope'  were  found  some  stone  axes,  and  a  hoee^  the  manufac** 
ture  of  the  Aborigines,  and  upon  the  face  of  jaiarge  ntck  wore 
some  characters  very  rudely  engraved^  which, we  copied;  they, 
appeared  to  have  been  executed  by  the  Bounty's  people^, 
though  Adaips  did  not  recollect  it.  To  the  left  of  ^  the  tftip^\ 
is  a  pc»|L  of  conmderable  height,  overlooking  Bounty  .Bay*; 
Upon  this  eminence  the  mutineers,  on  their  arrival,  fpundb 
four  images,  about  «x  feet  in  height,  placed  upon  a  platfortti^ 
and,  according  to  Adams'  description^  not  unlike  the  morais. 
at  Easter  Island,  excepting  that  they  were  uppa  a  much  smaL-, 
ler  scale.  One  of  these  images,  which  had  beei^  preservfd^. 
was  a  rude  representation  of  the  human  figure  to  th^  hipv 
and  was  hewn  out  of  a  piece  of  red  lava. 

^*  Near  this  supposed morai,  we  were  told  thathuman  bonea 
and  stone  hatchets  were  occasionally  dugi  up,  but  we  could 
find  only  two  bones,  by  which  we  might  judge  of  the»  stiHure 
of  the  Aborigines.  These  were  an  os  femoris  and  a  part  of  a 
cranium  of  an  unusual  size  and  thickness. .  The  hatchets,  of 
which  we  obtained  several  specimens,  were  made  of  a  compact 
basaltic  lava,  not  unlike  clinkstone,  very  hard  and  capable  of 
a  fine  polish.  In  shape  they  resemble  tliose  used  atOtaheite, 
and  by  all  the  islanders  of  those  seas  that  I  have  seen.  A 
large  stone  bowl  was  also  found,  similar  to  those  used  at  Ota- 
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^,  and  two  Btone  huts.  That  this  ishmd  should  hare  been 
inhaUted  is  not  extraordinaryy  when  it  is  remembered  that 
Easier  Isknd,  which  is  much  more  distant  from  the  eastern 
wwldy  was  so»  diough  nothing  is  known  of  the  fate  of  the 
people^ 

<<  From  these  images,  and  the  large  pies  of  stones  on  h«ghts 
to  whidi  they  must  have  been  dragged  with  great  hibour,  it 
may  be  concluded  that  the  island  was  inhaUted  a  considerable 
time;  aiid  from  bones  being  found  always  buried  under  these 
pMes,  and  never  upon  the  surface,  we  may  presume  that  those 
who  survived  quitted  the  bland  in  their  canoes  to  seek  an 
asylum  dsewhere. 

^  Hating  thb  day  seen  eviery  part  of  the  island,  we  had  no 
further  denre  to  ramble ;  and  as  the  weather  did  not  promise 
to  be  very  fair,  I  left  the  observatory  in  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Wdfe,  and  embarked,  accompanied  by  old  Adams.  Soon  af- 
ter be  came  on  board  it  began  to  blow,  and  for  several  days 
afterwards  the  wipd  prevented  any  communication  with  the 
shore*  The  natives  during  this  period  were  in  great  appreh 
hension ;  they  went  to  the  top  of  the  island  every  morning 
to  look  for  the  ship,  and  once,  when  she  was  not  to  be  seen, 
hegm  to  entertain  the  most  serious  doubts  whether  Adams 
would  be  returned  to  them  ;  but  he,  knowing  we  should  close 
the  island  as  soon  as  the  weather  would  permit,  was  rather  glad 
of  th^  opportunity  of  staying  on  board,  and  of  again  associa- 
ting with  his  countrymen. 

''  On  the  16  th,  the  weather  permitted  a  boat  to  be  sent  on 
shore,  and  Adams  was  restored  to  his  anxious  friends.  Pre- 
vious to  bis  quitting  the  ship,  he  smd,  it  would  add  mudi  to 
hb  happiness  if  I  would  read  the  marriage  ceremony  to  him  and 
his  wife,  as  he  could  not  bear  the  idea  of  living  with  her  without 
Its  bring  done.  He  had  long  wished  for  the  arrival  of  a  ship  of 
war  to  set  his  consdence  at  rest  on  that  pcnnt.  Though 
Adams  was  aged,  and  the  old  woman  had  been  blind  and  bed- 
ridden for  several  years,  he  made  such  a  point  of  it,  that  it 
would  have  been  cruel  to  refiise  him.    Thef  were  apcordini^ 
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ly  the  ntnct  dty  duly  united^  Md  the  ef«nt  noted  ia  t  Tigi»* 
ter  by  John  Bufl^t 

-'^  The  islanders  were^lelighted  at  liaVhig  ns  aipuii  aaiobg 
them,  and  exprossed  themselTesin  the  wannest  tQ»i&- We  seen 
found,  through  our  intercourse  with  these  excellent  peopfe, 
that  they  had  no  wants  excepting  such  as  bad  been-created  by 
an  intereoul'se  with  the  Tessels,  which  had  from  tinole  lo  time' 
supplied  diem  with  European  articles.  Nature  has  beeA  ez^ 
tremely  bountiful  to  them;  and  necessity  has  txidght  thetai 
how  to  apply  her  gifts  to  their  own  particular  uses. '  Still 
they  liave  before  them  the  prospect  of  an  increanttg  popidtf* 
tion,  with  limited  means  of  supporting  it  Almost  eVenrpiurf 
of  the  island  capable  of  cultivation  has  been  turned  to  l»- 
count;  ,but  whirt  would  have  been  the  oonsequenoes  df  tMa 
increase,  had  hot  a^  aoddent  discorered  their  atuation,*  it  is  noC 
difficolt  to  foresee ;  and  a  reflecting  mind  will  naturaUy  trace 
in. that  disclosure,  tlie  benign  interference  of  the  same  hand 
which  has  raised  such  a  virtuous  colony  from  so  guilty  a  stock. 
Adaqis  having  contemplated  the  situation  which  the  islanders 
would  have  been  reduced  to,  begged^  at  our  first  interrieil^,- 
that  I  would  communicate  with  the-  government  upon  the 
subject,  which  was  done;  and  lam  hiippy  to  say,  that, 
through  the  interference  of  the  Admiralty  and  Colonial  Of- 
fice, means  have  been  taken  for  removing  them  to  any  {dace 
they  may  choose  for  themselves  and  a  liberal  supply  of  use- 
ful articles  has  recently  been  sent  to  them.  [It  is  said  that 
they  have  since  changed  their  minds,  and  are  at  present  con- 
tented with  their  situation.] 
''^  Some  books  of  travels  which  were  lefl  from  time  to  time 

M 

on  the  island,  and  the  accounts  they  had  heard  of  foreign 
countries  from  their  visitors,  had  created  in  the  islanders  a 
strong  desire  to  travel ;  so  much  so,  that  they  one  day  under- 
toqk  a  voyage  in  their  whale  boat  to  an  island  which  they  learnt 
was  not  very  far  distant  from  their  own ;  but  fortunately  for 
Ihem,  as  the  compass  (^  which  Chey  relied,  (one  of  the  tAd 
Bounty^s)  was  10  rusty  as  16  tie  quite  useless,  their  cariosity 
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yielded  to  discretion,  and  they  returned  beGxip  they  loet  sight 
of  their  native  soil. 

<<  The  idea  of  passing  all  their  days  upon  an  island  o«ly  two 
miles  hmg,  without  seeing  any  thing  of  the  world,  or^  what 
was  a  stronger  argument,  without  doing  any  good  in  it,  had 
wi^h  several  been  deeply  oonsidered.  But  fiimily  ties,  and  aft 
ardent  affection  for  eadi  other,  and  lor  their  native  soil,  had 
always  interposed  to  prevent  their  going  away  singly.  George 
Adams,  however,  having  no  wife  to  detain  him,  but,  on  the 
eotttrary,  reasons  for  wishing  to  employ  bb  thoughts  on  sub- 
jects foreign  to  his  home,  was  very  aoxioas  to  embark  in  the 
Blossom ;  and  I  would  have  aottded  to  his  wishes,  had  not 
his  mother  wept  bitterly  at  the  idea  of  parting  firoai  him,  and. 
imposed  terms  touching  his  return  to  tbe  island,  to  which  I 
oould  not  accede.  It  was  a  sore  disappointment  to  poor  Qeorge, 
whose  case  forms  a  striking  instance  of  the  rigid  manner  in 
which  these  islanders  observe  dieir  word. 

**  Wives  upon  Pictaim  Island,  it  may  be  imagined,  are  very 
scarce,  as  the  same  restrictions  with  regard  to  relationship  ex- 
ist as  in  England.  George  in  bis  early  days,  had  fallen  in 
love  with  Polly  Young,  a  girl  a  Kttle  older  than  himself ;  but 
Polly,  probably  at  that  time  liking  some  one  dse,  and  being 
at  the  age  when  young  ladies'  expectations  are  at  the  highest, 
had  incautiously  smd,  she  neoer  would  give  her  hand  to  George 
Adams.  He,  nevertheless,  indulged  a  hope  tliat  she  would 
one  day  relent ;  and  to  this  end  was  unremitting  in  his  en* 
deavours  to  please  her.  In  this  expectation  he  was  not  mis* 
taken ;  his  constancy  and  attention,  and,  as  he  grew  into 
manhood,  his  handsome  form,  softened  Polly's  heart  into  a  re- 
gard for  him,  and,  had  nothing  passed  before,  she  would  wiU 
lingly  have  given  him  her  hand.  But  the  vow  of  her  youtii 
was  not  to  be  got  over,  and  the  love-sick  couple  languished  on 
from  day  to  day,  victims  to  the  folly  of  early  resolutions 
The  weighty  case  was  referred  for  our  consideration ;  and  the 
fears  of  the  party  were  in  some  measure  relieved  by  the  re- 
sult, which  was,  that  it  wouM  be  much  better  to  marry  than 
to  continue  unhappy,  in  consequence  of  a  hasty  determinationi 
r.  V.  35.  6M 
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made  htSote  the  judgment  was  matured  ;  they  could  not,  how* 
ever,  be  prevailed  on  to  yield  to  our  deGisioO|  and  we  left 
them  unmarried.* 

Another  instanoe  of  a  rigid  performanoe  ct  promise  waa 
exemplified  in  old  Adams,  who  is  anxious  that  his  own  oon- 
duct  should  form  an  example  to  the  rising  generation.     In 
the  course  of  conversation,  be  one  day  said  he  would  accom- 
pany roe  up  the  mountmn,  if  there  was  nobody  else  near  ; 
and  it  so  happened,  that  on  the  only  day  I  had  l^ure  to  go 
the  young  men  were  all  out  of  the  way.     Adams,  therefore, 
nsisted  upon  performing  his  engagement,  though  the  day 
Was  extremely  hot,  and  the  journey  was  much  too  laborious, 
in  any  weather,  for  his  advanced  period  of  life.     He  never- 
theless set  out,  adding,  *'  I  said  I  would  go,  and  so  I  will ; 
besides,  without  example  precept  will  have  but  little  effect*^ 
At  the  first  valley  he  threw  off  his  hat,  handkerchief,  and 
jacket,  and  left  them  by  the  side  of  the  path  ;  at  the  second 
his  trowsers  were  cast  aside  into  a  bush  ;  and  had  he  been 
alone,  or  provided  with  a  maro,  his  shirt  would  certiunly  have 
followed  :  thus  disencumbered,  he  boldly  led  the  way,  which 
was  well  known  to  him  in  earlier  days ;  but  it  was  so  long 
nnce  he  had  trodden  it,  that  we  met  with  many  difiiculties. 
At  length  we  reached  the  top  of  the  ridge,  which  we  were 
informed  was  the  place  were  M'Coy  and  Quintal  had  appeared 
in  defiance  of  the  blacks.     Adams  felt  so  fatigued  that  he  was 
now  glad  to  lie  down.      The  breeze  here  blew  so  hard  and 
oold,  that  a  shirt  alone  was  of  little  use,  and  had  he  not  been 
inured  to  all  the  changes  of  atmosphere,  the  sudden  transition 
'^pon  his  aged  frame  must  have  been  fatal 

^  During  the  period  we  remained  upon  the  island,  we  were 
entertained  at  the  board  of  the  natives,  sometimes  dining  with 
one  person,  and  sometimes  with  another :  their  meals,  as  I 
have  before  stated,  were  not  confined  to  hours,  and  always 
consisted  of  baked  pig,  yams,  and  taro,  and  more  rarely  of 
sweet  potatoes. 

*^  The  productions  of  the  island  being  very  limited,  and 

*  Thcf  hvrt  a  ace  b«ea  vnitod  and  hare  two  ehildfts. 
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tfiterooyrse  with  the  rail>  of  the  worid  mudi  restiictedy  it  loay 
be  readily  supposed  their  nteals  eanaot  be  greatly  varied. 
However,  they  do  their  best  with  what  they  bavei  and  cook 
it  in  different  ways^  the  pig  excepted,  wluoh  is  always  baked. 
Tiiere  are  several  goats  upon  the  island,  but  they  dislike  their 
flesh,  as  well  as  their  milk.  Yams  constitute  their  priodpal 
food  ;  these  are  boiled,  baked,  or  made  into  pillipey  (cakes), 
by  being  mixed  with  cocoa  nuls  ;  or  bruised  and  formed  into 
a  soup.  Bananas  are  mashed,  and  made  into  pancakes^  or, 
like  the  yam,  united  with  the  milk  of  the  cocoa  nut,  into  pilli- 
pey, and  eaten  with  molasses,  extracted  from  the  tee  root 
The  taro  root,  by  being  rubbed,  makes  a  very  good  substitute 
for  bread,  as  well  as  the  bananas,  plantains,  and  appai. 
Their  common  beverage  is  pure  water,  but  they  made  for  us 
a  tea,  extracted  from  the  tee-plant,  flavoured  with  ginger,  and 
sweetened  with  the  juice  of  the  sugar  cane.  When  alone, 
this  beverage  and  fowl  soup  are  used  only  for  such  as  are  ilL 
They  seldom  kill  a  pig,  but  live  mostly  upon  fruit  and  vege- 
tables. The  duty  of  saying  grace  was  performed  by  John 
Buffet,  a  recent  settler  among  them,  and  their  clergyman,  but 
if  he  was  not  present,  it  fell  upon  the  eldest  of  the  company. 
They  have  all  a  great  dislike  to  spirits,  in  consequence  of 
M^Coy  having  killed  himself  by  too  free  an  indulgence  in  it ; 
but  wine  in  moderation  is  never  refused.  With  this  simple 
diet,  and  being  in  the  daily  habit  of  rising  early,  and 
taking  a  great  deal  of  exercise  in  the  cultivation  of  their 
grounds,  it  was  not  surprising  that  we  found  them  so  athletic 
and  free  from  complaints.  When  illness  does  occur,  their 
remedies  are  as  simple  as  their  manner  of  living,  and  are 
limited  to  salt  water,  hot  ginger  tea,  or  abstinence,  according 
to  the  nature  of  the  coropliunt  They  have  no  medicines,  nor 
do  they  appear  to  require  any,  as  these  remedies  have  hither- 
to been  found  sufficient. 

**  After  their  noontide  meal,  if  their  grounds  do  not  require 
their  attention  and  the  weather  be  fine,  they  go  a  little  way 
out  to  sea  in  their  canoes,  and  catch  fish,  of  which  they  have 
several  kinds,  large  and  sometimes  in  abundance  ;  but  it  sel- 
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dom  happeM  tbiit  they  ha^  tlib'tittft  to  fp««;  ibr  llw 
cuhiTation  of  the  ground,  rtpilsnng  their  bostSy  hoino%  and 
ffitkingfisbinguliiiefl,  with  other  etnplogrmeiits,  generdlyooeupjr 
the  whole  of  eaoh  day^  At  niiiflet  thef  anemUe  at  pniyera 
^  befbre»  first  offeriBg  their  orieons  Md  thankagiTing,  abd 
then  chaunting  hynms.  After  this  foUowv  tfieir  evemng  meal, 
and,  at  an  early  hour,  having  i^n  said  their  prayer%  and 
chaunted  the  evening  hymn,  they  retire  to  rest ;  but  before 
they  sleepi  each  person  agmn  oflfers  up  a  short  prayer  upon 
his  bed. 

'*  Suoh  is  the  distributioa  of  time  among  the  grown  people  ; 
the  younger  part  attend  at  school  at  regular  hours,  and  are 
instructed  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetia  They  have 
very  fortunately  found  an  able  and  willing  master  in  John 
Buifet,  who  belonged  co  a  ship  which  visited  the  island,  and 
was  so  infatuated  with  their  behaviour,  being  himself  naturally 
of  a  devout  and  serious  turn  of  mind,  that  he  resolved  to 
remain  among  them  ;  and,  in  addition  to  the  instruction  of  the 
children,  has  taken  upon  himself  the  duty  of  clergyman,  and 
is  the  oracle  of  the  community.*^  During  the  whole  time  f 
was  with  them,  1  never  heard  them  indulge  in  a  joke,  or  other 
levity,  and  the  practice  of  it  ia  apt  to  give  ofienoe ;  they  are 
so  accustomed  to  take  what  is  said  in  its  literal  meaning,  that 
irony  was  always  considered  a  falsehood,  in  spite  of  explana^* 
tiun.  They  could  not  see  the  propriety  of  uttering  what  was 
not  strictly  true  for  any  purpose  whatever. 

*'  The  sabbath-day  is  devoted  entirely  to  prayer,  reading, 
and  serious  meditation.  No  boat  is  allowed  to  quit  the  shore, 
nor  any  work  whatever  to  be  done,  cooking  excepted,  for 
which  preparation  is  made  the  preceding  evening.  I  attended 
their  church  on  this  day,  and  found  the  service  well  conducted ; 
the  prayers  were  read  by  Adams,  and  lessons  by  Buflfet,  the 
service  being  preceded  by  hymns.  The  greatest  devotion  was 
apparent  in  every  individual,  and  in  the  children  there  was  a 
seriousness  unknown  in  the  younger  part  of  our  communit'es 

*  AooUmt  teaiDaii  has  settled  amongst  thtni,  and  is  married  to  one  of 
Adams'  dauf  htcrs  j  but  he  is  not  liked. 
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at  hone.  In  die  ooune  of'  the  litanj  th^  prayed  fixr  tiieir 
florereigft  and  all  the  loyal  faauly  with  nmdi  apparent  loyalty 
and  sinceiity*  Some  family  pcayen^  whidi  were  thought  ^ 
propriate  to  their  particuhur  caae»  w€ffe  added  to  the  usual  aer^ 
me ;  and  Adams,  fearful  of  leaving  out  any  egaeotial  part,  read 
in  addition  all  those  prayers  whieh  are  intended  only  as  sub- 
stitutes for  others.  A  sermon  followed,  which  was  veiy  well 
defiyered  by  Buffet ;  and  lest  any  part  of  it  should  be  foi^got- 
ten  or  escape  attention,  it  was  md  three  tiroes.  The  whole 
concluded  with  hymns,  which  were  first  sung  by  the  grown 
people,  and  afterwards  by  the  children.  The  service  thus 
performed  was  very  long ;  but  the  neat  and  cleanly  appearance 
of  the  congregation,  the  devotion  that  animated  every  coun- 
tenance, and  the  innocence  and  simpfiidty  of  the  little  children* 
prevented  the  attendance  from  being  wearisome^  In  about 
half  an  hour  afterwards  we  again  assembled  to  prayers,  and 
at  sunset  service  was  repeated  ;  so  that,  with  their  morning 
and  evening  prayers,  they  muj  be  said  to  have  churdi  five 
times  on  a  sunday. 

<<  Marriages  and  christenings  are  duly  performed  by  Adams. 
A  ring  which  has  united  every  person  on  the  island  b  used 
fin*  the  occasion,  and  given  according  to  the  prescribed  form. 
The  age  at  which  this  is  allowed  to  take  place,  with  the  raen, 
is  after  they  have  reached  their  twentieth,  and  with  the  women, 
their  eighteenth  year. 

'«  All  which  remains  to  be  snd  of  these  excellent  people  is, 
that  they  appear  to  live  together  in  perfect  harmony  and  con- 
tentment ;  to  be  virtuous,  religious,  cheerful  and  hospitable ; 
to  be  patterns  of  conjugal  and  parental  affection,  and  to  have 
very  few  vices.  We  remained  with  them  many  da]rs,  and 
their  unreserved  manners  gave  us  the  fullest  opportunity  of 
becoming  acquainted  with  any  faults  they  might  have 
possessed. 

^  In  the  equipment  of  the  Blossom  a  boat  was  built  pur- 
posely for  her  by  Mr.  Peake  of  Woolwidi  dock-yard,  upon 
a  model  highly  creditable  to  his  professionable  ability,  and 
finished  in  the  most  complete  manner.  As  we  were  now 
about  to  enter  a  sea  crowded  with  islands  which  rise  abruptly 
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(o  the  tiirfkds,  withoiut  my  abttirfiiiBp'tagive  wtfniiigortlieir 
vicinity,  this  little  vend  was  likely  to  be  of  Ae  greateM  teiw 
vice,  not  only  in  a  minute  examination  of  the  shofe^  but  by 
being  kept  ahead  of  the  ship  dming'liie  night,  to  give  notioe 
oT  any  danger  that  might  lie  in  her  rbute.  She  Wat  aoeord- 
ingly  hoisted  out  while  we  were  off  this  island,  and  stowed  andl 
provisioned  for  six  weeks.  I  gave  the  command  of  her  to 
Mr.  Elson,  the  master,  an  officer  well  qualified  to  perform 
the 'service  I  had  in  view ;  havii^  with  him  Mr.  B.  Beechey^ 
itiidshipman,  and  a  crew  of  eight  seamen  and  marines.  In* 
structions  were  given  to  Mr  Elson  for  his  guidance,  and  pro- 
per rendezvous  appointed  m  case  of  separation.  We  first 
experienced  the  utili^  of  this  excellent  sea  boat,  in  bringing 
off  water  from  the  shore  through  seas  which  in  ordinary  cases 
would  have  proved  serious  obstacles ;  and  had  there  not  been 
so  much  surf  upon  the  rocks,  that  the  casks  could  only  be 
got  through  it  by  the  natives  swimming  out  with  them,  we 
should  in  a  short  time  have  completed  our  stock  of  water. 
This  process,  however,  was  very  harassing  to  them,  who,  be- 
sides this  arduous  task,  had  to  bring  the  water  from  a  distance 
in  calabashes ;  so  that,  with  the  utmost  despatch,  our  daily 
supply  scarcely  cHjualled  the  consumption,  and  we  were  com* 
pclled  to  trust  to  the  hope  of  being  more  fortunate  at  some 
other  island. 

**  During  the  period  of  our  stay  in  the  vicinity  of  the  island 
we  scarcely  saw  the  sun,  and  I  began  to  despair  of  being  able 
to  fix  our  position  with  suflident  accuracy.  On  the  20th, 
however,  the  clouds  cleared  away,  and  the  night  was  passed 
in  obtaining  lunar  distances  with  stars  east  and  west  of  the 
moon,  several  meridional  altitudes  and  transits,  which,  com- 
pared with  those  taken  the  first  night  the  instrument  was  put 
up,  gave  good  rates  to  the  chronometers.  Our  labours  having 
thus  terminated  more  successfully  than  we  expected,  we  hast- 
ened our  embarkation,  which  took  place  on  the  21sL  In  re- 
turn for  the  kindness  we  experienced  from  the  islanders,  we 
made  them  presents  of  articles  the  most  useful  to  them  which 
we  could  spare,  and  they  were  furnished  with  a  blue  cloth 


TO   TUB  HiORTS   POLE.  8l9 


tuit  each  firott  the  extra  dpthtog  put  on  board  for  the  ship's 
oompMiy^  and  the  women  with  sererid  pieces  of  gowna  and 

*^  When  we  were  about  to  take  leave,  our  friends  OBsembled 
to  express  th^  regret  at  our  departure.  AU  brought  some 
Kttte  present  for  our  acceptance,  which  they  wished  us  to 
keep  in  remembrance  of  tbem  ;  after  which  they  accompanied 
us  to  the  beach,  where  we  took  our  leave  of  the  female  part 
of  the  inhalntants.  Adams  and  the  young  men  pushed  off  in 
their  own  boat  to  the  ship^  determined  to  accompany  us  to.sea 
as  far  as  they  could  with  safety.  They  continued  on  board, 
unwilling  to.  leave  us,  unul  we  were  a  considarahle  distance 
from  land,  when  they  shook  each  of  us  feelingly  by  the 
band,  and,  amidst  expressions  of  the  deepest  concern  at  our 
departure,  wished  us  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  hoped  that  we 
might  one  day  meet  again.  As  soon  as  they  were  clear  of  the 
ship  they  all  stood  up  in  their  boat,  and  gave  us  three  hearty 
cheers,  which  were  as  heartily  returned.  As  the  weather  be- 
came foggy^  the  barge  towed  them  towards  the  shore,  and  we 
look  a  final  leave  of  them,  unconscious  until  the  moment  of 
separation  of  the  warm  interest  their  situation  and  good  con- 
duct  had  created  in  us." 

ThePitcairn  islanders  are  tall»  robust,  and  healthy.  Their 
average  height  is  five  feet  ten  inches ;  the  tallest  person  is  six 
feet  and  a  quarter  of  an  inch,  and  the  shortest  of  the  adults 
is  five  feet  nine  inches  and  one  eighth.  Their  limbs  are  well 
proportioned,  round,  and  straight ;  their  feet  turning  a  little 
inwards.  The  boys  promise  to  be  equally  as  tall  as  thdr  fa- 
thers; one  of  them  whom  we  measured  was,  at  mght  years  of 
age,  four  feet  one  inch ;  and  another,  at  nine  years,  four  feet 
three  inches.  Their  simple  food  and  early  habits  of  exercise 
give  them  a  muscular  power  and  activity  not  often  surpassed. 
It  is  recorded  among  the  feats  of  strength  which  these  people 
occasionally  evince,  that  two  of  the  strongest  on  the  island, 
George  Young  and  Edward  Quintal,  have  each  carried,  at  one 
lime,  without  inconvenience,  a  kedge  anchor,  two  sledge  ham- 
mers, and  an  armourer's  anvil,  amountbg  to  upwards  of  six 
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hundred  weight;  and  Ui«t  Quintaly  at  anoiber  Awe,  canricdl 
a  boat  tweiity-eq;fat  fiset  io  length.  In  the  water  they  are  aU 
most  as  much  at  home  as  on  land,  and  can  renudn  nearly  a 
whole  day  in  the  tea.  They  frequently  swam  roundi  their 
little  uland,  the  circuit  of  which  19  at  the  leaet  aeren  milea. 
When  the  sea  beat  hearily  on  the  island  they  have  plunged 
into  the  breakers  and  swam  to  sea  beyond  tb«n.  This  they 
sometimes  did,  pushing  a  barrel  of  water  before  theniy  whoi 
it  could  be  got  off  in  no  other  way,  and  in  this  manner  several 
toes  of  water  were  conveyed  to  the  ship  without  a  single  cask 
being  stove. 

As  soon  as  Adams  and  his  party  qiatted  the  ship,  they  qnead 
every  sail  in  prosecution  of  their  voyage,  landing  at  various 
islands  in  making  their  passage  to  Otaheite,  which  they  readied 
on  the  18th  of  March,  and  where  Captain  Beeohey  fmrposed 
remaining  a  few  weeks  to  recruit  the  health  of  the  crew,  who  were 
somewhat  debilitated.  Here  they  passed  many  pleasant  days 
in  the  enjoyment  of  the  society  of  the  residents,  and  of  the 
scenery  of  the  country,  and  on  the  526th  of  April  took  their 
departure  and  proceeded  on  their  voyage.  On  the  SOth  of 
May,  they  csme  to  an  anchor  outside  the  reefs  of  Honoruro, 
the  principal  port  of  the  Sandwich  islands.  Their  passage 
from  Otabeite  to  this  [dace  had  been  so  rapid,  that  the  con- 
trast between  the  two  countries  was  particularly  striking.  At 
Woahoo  the  eye  searches  in  vain  for  the  green  and  shady 
forests  skirting  the  shore  whicli  enliven  the  scene  at  Otabeite. 
I'he  whole  country  has  a  parched  and  comparatively  barren 
aspect ;  and  it  is  not  until  the  heights  are  gained  and  the  ex* 
tensive  ranges  of  taro  plantations  are  seen  filling  every  valley, 
that  strangers  learn  why  this  island  was  distinguished  by  the 
name  of  the  garden  of  the  Sandwicli  islands.  The  difference 
between  the  appearance  of  the  natives  of  Woahoo  and  Otah«tc 
is  not  less  conspicuous  than  that  of  the  scenery.  Constant 
exposure  to  the  sun  has  given  them  a  dark  complexion 
and  a  coarseness  of  feature  which  do  not  exist  in  the 
Society  islands  ;  and  their  countenances,  moreover,  have  a 
wildness  of  expression  which  at  first  misleads  the  eye ;  but  this 
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gnd  tome' other  VesM^'  i«bd«isd  itbeidtsliiicieion  beHften 
the  two  touiitliet'atA  mem  eiUenC  t  and  on  kuidiogb  ibe^ 
marked^  attenfkiD  to  etiqttett^nd  tli0Mt)ecfeaheinitfaytlHi 
rabjeoM  to  their  chtetih' 'iirfbwd  s*MniiI«Mxmmil. ;  rlnnff^jf^ 
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ted  these  islAnds ;  the  appearance  of  a  loalMifMMettimK^h^^ 
idfrretiGr^otetty  ;  '%aC'the  heddi  ^atilhK)tq|ed  Ii»rfme9^!i9ith 
pebpte  oPall^titicUottft,  %pho  behpved  iaa  ^rery  oideiiyriyiaa* 
n#9  helped  the*  piedpie  otit  of  tha>  boats,  and  miu}^  fff^ssagm 
Ibr  thtir  adran^e^  7ba auperioikj  tf  thb  odfantvy^over  t|ip 
Otaheitans  w«  ^riekingl;f  marhlidtby  Ibe  niupjbef  of  wocx)^ 
hooves,  the  re^atitf  of  tbelawify  laid  cut  id  8quare%  int^ 
steted  by  streets  pfoperiy  fcabed  any  and  the  vaaynaii^je^ 
which  appeared  60  pr«tfcea'ofio«rd^  staling  Ibait  there  waaao 
ordinary  at  one  o'  clock,  Billiaids,.  thfi>  Joljj  Tar,  in^  At^fjf 
a  short  walk  they  eamt  to  a  neatly  biMh  wooden  boioa  with  gli»8 
windows,  th^  residence  of  Kiimakoo^  ov  aa  he  was  Opmqi^Mj^ 
caHed;  Pi  to.  He  was  at  this  time  suffering  under  ^•^,  dropsical 
cbnipfaint,  'under  which'  he  ultamaiely  sank.  '  Tbiadisea^ 
had  so  increased  upon  him  of  late^  thai:  he  bad  undergone  five 
operations  for  it  since  the  departute  of  the  Blgnde.  Though 
unaUe  to  rise  from  his  bod,  his  miad  waa  active  and  umm* 
oidred,  and  when  the  eonversatkm  turned  upon  th(S  sSm^  qf 
the  ishend  he  was  quite  energ^ic,  regrettiQ|^  that  his  confine^ 
norent  presented  his  looking  more  into  ihem*  He  expressed  a 
strong  attachment  to  the  BritiA  government,  and  hi^  gratv> 
tude  for  the  respect  that  had  been  shewn  the  descendant^qf 
his  iDustnous  patron  ind  bis  queen,  by  sending  tbeir  bpdki^ 
to  the*  Sandwich  vislaods  in  so  handsome  a  manner,  and  aUp 
for  the  footing  upon  which  the  affiurs  of  the  state  had  '|)ejpci 
P.  V.  35.  5  N 
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{daeedl  by  lard  Bynm.     He  w«§  luuuoits  to  requitie  tbeif$ 
fiifwm,  and  exprewed  Ini  deiirB  to  bci  allowed  to  supply  alltl^ 
denands  of  this  ahtp  himselfy  in  lequital.  fiir  4he.libesaU^ 
with  which  his  oountrymeii  wefe  Iren^ jn  Eiiglandfc  ,  A  rer 
quetft  which  Captain  Beechey'  ihoqghtit  his  duty  to  declip^e 
acceptirt^.r    Thi^  young  king»  who  had  been  taking  an  airing;p 
Tc^pieated  the  same  sentiments  and  made  maoyrepquires  after 
bis  friends  in  the  Bkinda     Boki  was  abientf  at  Owyhee  at- 
tiemling'liis  taster,  wild  was  dangeroiUiIy.iU...  Madam  Qoki 
and  other  ehiels  who  were  of  the  party  in  England,  were  al^ 
anuous  to  manifest  their  civility  and  spoke  of  England  ip 
terms  that  maniftsted  their  •tit>ng  sensed  ther,kind  treatment 
they  experienced  there.   . . 

The  reoeptibn  was  friendly  in  the  es^trame  ;  all.thc^  wants 
aft  flu*  as  possible  were  sufqdied,  but  uofortupately  there  w«^ 
this  year  a  scarcity  of  almost  every  kind  of  productioi;. 
Their  expectation  of  replenishing  the  ehip's  provisions  was  con- 
sequently  disappointed.  As  the  timeof  their  departure  drew  on, 
Mr.  Lay,  who  had'been  long  severely  afflicted  with  dysentery 
continued  So  extremely^  ill,  that  it  was  resolved  to  leave  him 
at  this  island  under  the  protection  of  Pito^  whose  kindness  on 
the  occasion  nothing  could  exceed. 

On  the  Slsi  of  May,*  th^  took  their  leave  of  Woaboo,  and 
proceeded  to  Oneehow,  where  they  took  on  board  as  many 
yams  as  the  natives  oould  collect' before  sun«set,  and  then 
they  shaped  their  course  for  Kaoisdiatka.  Oo  the  l3tb  of  June 
they  spoke  with  the  Tuscan,  an  English  whale-ship.  The 
master  of  the  Tuscan  stated  that  the  preceding  year  his  ship^s 
company  had  been  so  severely  afflicted  with  disease  that  he 
found  it  necessary  to  put  into  Loo  Choo^  where  he  was  well 
received  and  his  people  treated  with  the  greatest  kindness.  , 

On  the  twenty-sixth,  in  latitude  49*  N.  after  having  tra- 
versed nearly  seven  hundred  miles  in  so  thick  a  fog  that  they 
could  scarcely  see  the  distance  of  fifty  yards,  a  north-east  wind 
cleared  the  horizon  for  a  few  hours.  The  next  day  they  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  high  mountains  of  Kamschatka. 
Nothing  could  surpass  the  serenity  of  the  evening  or  the  mag- 
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tAtbMkteot  tb^  nHMmUnns  capped  with  perennial  snows,  liung 
in  ofiq^fttic  array  abdvee«eh  other.  At  two  o'clock  .the  follow- 
iWg  afternoon,  they  anchored  off  the  town  of  PetrqMiulskift 
atid  fbaild  lyingin  the  inner  harbour'  his  Imperial  Mfyesty'^ 
itHip  Modesto,  commanded  by  Baron  Wrangle^  an  enterpriaiag 
oflRder,  well  known  to  the  wofkl  as  the  commander  of  m  hat* 
zardous  expedilSon  on  sledges  orer  'the  ice  to  the  northward 
of  SchelatskotNoss.  ■     ■  ■, 

'Captaiti  Beechey  here  found  despatches  awaiting  his  arri*> 
▼al  communicating  the  'return  of  the  expedition  under  Captain 
Parry,  and  oonseqtiently  directing  CaptainI  Beechey  to.  cancel 
such  instruction^  ad  r^sfted  to  hin.  •  The  ^officers  on-  landings 
met  with  a  Tery  pdite  reception  from  the  gbvcfroor,  Stanitski^ 
a  ckptaitt  in  the  Rtittiitti  ni^y ^  wtio  during  the  shott  stay  they 
^adein  port,  laid'^hem  tinder  obligations  fot  articles' of  tln^ 
t^bst  acceptable  kind  16  keamefi  after  a  longToyage.  Captain 
Beechey  was  at  this  time  confined  to  his  cabin  by  iUness,  which 
prevented  his  attention  to  th^  gofembr  and  also  to  the  pastor 
of  Pahitounka,  Who  "Was  the*  grandson  of  the  person  who  filled 
tliiit  situation  when  Captain  C66k  visited  this  place^  and  who 
liad  lain  an  injunction  upOri  his  liuceessors  that  they  should 
send  a  calf  to  the  captain  of  «Tery  English  man^-war  that 
niight  arrive  in  this  port.  This  injunction  the  present  pastor 
conscientiously  fulfill^,  and  sent  a  calf  of  his  own  rearing, 
and  also  daily  supplies  of  milk,  batter  and  curds%-  ' 
*  On  the  first'  of  July  they  weighed  and  attempted  to  put  to 
sda,  biit  were  obliged  ta  anchor  agaitt,  and  that  dt  too  great  a 
distance  ftotnAetolwii  to  have  any  conibunioation.  On  the 
second,  and  also  on  the  third,  liiey  also  wdghed,  but  were 
'obliged  to  andior  as  befoiie ;  and  it  was  not  until  thefifth,  after 
weiigbing  and  anchbtfo^tmce  thalt  morning  to  prevent  going 
on  shore,  that  the  ship  readied  the  ouVside  of  the  harbour.  A 
light  mr  afterwards  favoured  their  departure,  and  they  suc- 
ceeded in  getting  an  offing.  '  •' 
"  The  ob^of  Captmni  BeeChey  now  was  to  make  the  best 
yt  hfe  way  to  Kotzebue  Souiid,  as  thei«  were  but  fourteen 
days  to  the  time  appointed  for  ib'e  rend^vdiis  there.    Loinog 
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ttigbt  of  KMtelritkBiri  '.k  tlkk  fog^  tm  rflw'lemh  thej  emiid  hi 
right  ef  BeKfiilgli  Itiadd.  'Iti^'SiitMr  vested  in  ridges  upon 
tUb  hdi%  bdt  the  iower  p$xm  of  Ibe'  itkod  %ere  4fake  bar^ 
MdpnMntedmgreeBinaBijflfipeanttieet  ^tboiUliriQgieihrub 
to  retiere its ncoMkaiy.  ItMd^emrf  Aspect, ^stQciated  mth  the 
icooUeclioii  af  liie  ottaatnyphe  thAtbeM  Behring  npd  hisshipT 
tiHDfees,  w1k>  were  caat.  upon  ka  shored  on  the  Approaeh  of  win* 
ter,  with  their  own  resources  exhausted,  prodoeed  an  invohin-. 
tarjr  shildder.  The  bay  in  -which  tkia  catastrophe  oocurred  is 
on  die  nrath  side  of  tbeiaiaod)  on  a  part  ^of  the  ooast  which 
fnawaatelj  afforded  fresh  water*  and  abounded  in  stone  faiea^ 
aca. ottflk^  And  nioor4iens  ;.«ad  where  there  was  a  quantity  <^ 
drift  wood  washed  upon  tihe  shore,  which  served  for  the  oon^ 
ftvtocfigii  of  butst  butirHptwUhstaadiBg:  these  >s8ouroea,  the 
comBMiider,  Vitus  BcMng^  andtwentyrnineof  thecrew  found 
akeir  graves  «o  this  iksoiala  spot*  The  rock  first  seen  was 
Antatedfivi^imtlca  anda  half-off  shores  and  was  50  crowded 
-wMi^seab  haakkig  uponMythat  itfwas  n^^iaad  Seal  rock. 
<i  Jbmingoff  St  iMMweopeisUiidi  they, stood  close  into  a 
oniall  'bay  «t  the^.  W«AOgie^  the  ishuid,  where  they  per- 
io^md  several  tents,  and  wher^  from  the  many  stakes  driven 
isito  the  groiMidf  they  coiiGtuded  this  was  a  fishii^  station, 
llienatives-soon'afi^ctviwda  launched iour.l^  or  Jtmdaxf^ 
jtech  of  which  cx>otwlied  eight  person^  mides  and  females.. 
They  paddled  iowajipds  the  ship  ;^itb  >gv^  jquif;k^es%  uqiI.I 
they  were  within  speaking  distance^  when  An  okl  man,  who 
(Steered  ihe  foremoat  boat  stood  erects  and  b^  Hp  in  .gi^coes* 
abn  nets,  walrus  teetbi  skin  shirti^  harpoons,  ,bpws  and  ivrrow^j 
and  sBUiU. birds  s  hethenaxtended  his  arms,  rujt>b^  a^d.  pat- 
ted hb  breast,  and  oaaobe  fearl(»ssly  Akwgsidew  T^^ey.  kad  thjs 
features  and  •  appearapoe  of  the  JSsquia^iui^  .  They  were  if 
Any  thii^  less  dirty  and ,  somewhat  fiMrer,  and  their  imple- 
ments were  better  loade.  Tt^ir  dre^^  though  Esquimaux, 
differed  a  little  from  it  in  the  skin  ^irts  being  omamentejl 
with  Ussals,  after  the  manner  of  the  Oonalaahka,  people^  and 
iu  die  bopis  fitting  the  I^  instead  of  being  adapt^  to  the 
reception  i^i  .fither  oil  or  iniiuits.    They  wero  ai^mpUahed 
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adtpts  in  hurtering,  and  lold  almott  ertiy  ddng  they  bad. 
About  8e¥ea  oVIock  in  the  erening  tbe  oativat  quitted  them 
rather  abnipd j,  and  hastened  towards  the  sbovei  in  lepnaequenee 
of  ad  approadiing  fog,  which  their  experience  enabled  them 
to  foresee  sooner  than  the  people  on  board  the  Blossom* 

The  extremities  of  the  two  great  ooatinents  were  now  dis- 
tinctly seen.  Near  the  Auatic  shore  they  fbond  a  sandy  bot* 
torn;  but  on  crossing  over  the  strait  it  changed  to  mud,  until 
well  over  on  the  American  side,  where  they  passed  a  tongue  of 
sand  and  stones  in  twelve  fathoms.  After  crossing  it  the.  wa- 
ter deepened,  and  the  bottom  again  changed  to  mud,  and  they 
had  ten  and  a  half  fathoms  within  two  and  a  half  miles  of  the 
coast. 

They  entered  Kotaebue  Sound  early  in  the  inomingof  the 
twenty-second  of  July,  and  plied  against  a  contrary  wind; 
guided  by  the  sounding  The  appearance  of  the  land  was 
•0  distorted  by  mirage,  and  in  parts  so  obscured  by  low  fog, 
that  it  was  imposnUe  to  distingiush  where  they  were.  When 
the  fog  cleaved  off  they  were  modi  surprised  Co  find  themselves 
opposite  a  deep  inlet  ia  the  northern  shore,  which  had  escaped 
the  observation  of  Captain  Kotaebue  and  to  which  Captaia 
Beeohey  gave  the  name  of  Hotham  inlet. 

As  it  would  be  necessary  to  remain  tbtke  or  four  days  l# 
increase  their  stock  of  water  previous  to  pooceediog  to 
the  northward,  tbe  baige  was  hoisted  out  and  sent  to«x» 
amine  the  inlet,  with  direcUoos  to  meet  the  diip  at  Chamisso 
Island.  She  was  placed  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Elson,  and 
equipped  in  every  way  necessary  for  the  service  required* 

They  were  here  visited  by  several  baidars  oootainiog  fromi 
•%m  to  thirteen  men  each,  whose  object  was  to  obtain  articles 
in  exchange  lliey  were  all  withoot  exception. provided  with 
tablet^  either  made  of  ivory  and  blue  beads,  or  of  different  kind 
of  stone.  They  readily  disengaged  Ihese  from  their  lips 
and  sold  them,  without  minding  the  inconvenience  of  the  sa* 
liva  that  flowed  through  the  badly  cioatriced  orifice  over  the 
chin ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  thrust  their  tongues  through  the 
hole,  and  winked  with- their  eyes  as  in  derision* 

At  four  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  twenty-fifth  of  July, 
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they  veaehod  the  appointed  rendes-TOue  at  Cbaaiisso  island, 
ten  dajrs  kter  than  had  been  i^greed  uppn  by  Captl^a  Frafik- 
lin  and  Captain  Beecbey.  It  wa>  however  quite  ei|rly  enough, 
as  there  were  no  traces  of  Captain  Franklin  having^  arrived. 
On  approaching  the  island  they  diaooyered,  by  their  telescopes^ 
a  small  pile  of  stones  upon  its  summit ;  and  as  ^very  object 
of  this  kind  which  was  likely  to  be  the  work  of  human  hands 
was  interesting)  from  the  possibility  that  it  might  be  the  la- 
bour of  Captain  Franklin  s  party^  it  soon  underwent  examina* 
tion.  Nothing  however  led  to  a. knowledge  of  its  histoi;y,  but 
conjecture  attributed  it  to  Captain  Kotzebue. 

The  ship  was  anchored  nearly  as  far  up  in  Kotzebue  sound 
as  a  vessel  of  her  class  could  go,  between  Charoisso  island  on 
the  southland  Chorb  peninsula  on  the  north,  with  Esclioltz  bay 
on  the  east,  and  an  open  space  in  the  west,  in  which  the  coast 
was  too  distant  to  be  seen.  In  a  ,sandy  bay  upon  the  western 
side  of  the  peninsula,  they  found  a  few  Esquimaux,  who  bad 
hauled  up  tlieir  baidars  and  errcied.a  temporary  hut;  but  in- 
ferior in  appearance  to  those  they  bad  before  seen.  In  this 
bay  they  caught  enough  salmon  and  other  fish,  to  give  a  meal 
to  tlie  whole  ship's  company. 

At  this  anchorage  Captain  Beecbey  was,  by  bis  instructions, 
to  await  the  arrival  of  Captmn  Franklin ;  but  in  a  memoir 
drawn  up  by  those  two  officers,  and  to  which  their  attention 
was  directed  by  the  Admiralty,  it  was  arranged  that  the  ship 
should  proceed  to  the  northward,  and  survey  the  coast,  keep* 
ing  the  barge  in-shore  to  look  out  for  the  land  party,  and  to 
erect  posts  as  signals  of  her  having  been  there,  and  also  to 
leave  directions  where  to  find  the  ship. 

Captain  Beecbey  was  also  to  place  a  small  party  in  occupa- 
tion of  Chamisso  island  during  the  absence  of  the  ship  ;  but 
this  spot  appeared  to  be  accessible  to  attack  in  almost  every 
quarter,  so  that  a  small  party  would  have  been  of  no  use  if  the 
natives  were  inclined  to  be  hostile,  and  the  numerical  strength 
of  the  crew  did  not  admit  of  a  large  detachment  being  spared 
from  her.  But  in  order  that  Captain  Franklin  should  not  want 
provision  in  the  event  of  his  missing  the  ship  along  the  coa^c. 
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mii  wnvnng  at  the  island  in  her  abMnoe,  a  tight  bacTel  of 
ilhir  #ati  buried  iipon  PoiRn  Reck,  which  appeared  lohe  -the 
nkMt  tmfrequented  spot  in  the  Ticinity,  taA  dirfcctiooa  fbc- 
finding  it  were  deposited  in  a  bottle  at  Chanrneo  iriandi  I04- 
gether  with  such  other  infbnnatibn  as  be  might  require,  lupfd 
the  place  where  it  was  deposited  was  pbinted  out  by  writing 
lipon  the  cKfls  with  white  punt  '  It  was  further  arraitged 
that  a  party  should  proceed  overland  in  a  northerly  direction* 
in  the  hope  of  falling  in  with  Captain  Frankfin,  as  it  wa» 
poflimUe  the  shore  of  the  Polar  Sea  inight  lie  more  to  the 
iouthwatd  than  the  general  trending  of  that  part  of  its  coast 
which  bad  be^n  explored  led  them  to  expect'  This  plan  wila 
however  afterwarda  abandoned,  as  the  coast  was  found  to  ex«> 
lend  so  far  to  the  northward  as  to  render  it  quite  useless. 
'^  On  the  28th  Mr.  Elson  returned  from  the  eidaihination  of 

J 

flie  opening  discovered  on  the  north  side  oF  Kotaebue  sounds 
and  reported  that  the  water  at 'the  entrails  was  so  shallow^ 
Ant  the  barge  could  not  enter.  The  Esquimaux  in  this  ioltff 
were  numerous,  but  they  were  orderly  and  weU  behaved^ 
When  the  barge  anchored  off  a  low^  sndy  point  on*  wbidi 
they  had  erected  their  summer  hafaitatioiie,  she  was  surrounded 
by  fourteen  baidars  containing  one  bqndred  and  fifty  men  ; 
which,  considering  the  crew  of  the  barge  only  amounted  to 
eight  men  and  two  cffBcers,  was  a  superiority  of  strength  that 
toight  well  have  encouraged  them  to' take  liberties,  hadlhey 
been  sO  disposed,  armed  as  they  usually  were  with  bows  and 
arrows,  spears,  and  a  large  kiiife  strapped  to  their  thigh  : 
but  so  far  from  this  being  the  case,  they  readily  consented  to 
an  arrangement  that  only  one  bmdar  mt  a  time  ahould  come 
along-side  to  dispose  of  her  goods,  and  then  make -way  .for 
another. 

On  the  SOth  of  July,  the  ship  weighed  from  Chamtsto 
island,  attended  by  the  barge,  and  steered  out  of  the  sound. 
They  kept  at  six  or  seven  miles  distance  from  the  land  until 
near  Hotham  inlet,  when  the  ship  struck  upon  a  shoal. 
Upon  sounding  they  found  the  ship  had  entered  a  bight  in 
the  shoal,  and  that  there  was  a  small  bank  between  her  and 
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die' tfMB)^  watefi  to  thiA  it  Mcame  aecdMMir  t»  can^ 
gtimiii  lUkbor  in  the  diredioo  of  tiieir  wdbe^  bf  tsfmnt  o| 
irtitds  iMid  *  RlUe  rite  of  the  tkie/ihe  wm  boob  |pt *o£. 
They  lMy#  eontitivM  thrn'mbne  fot  Cfl|ie  Kmsenstor^  near 
^^h  fAioe  they  bim«^  m  letter  fiir  Gi^rtaiii  Fr8tiklio»  aad 
entetetfa  post  to  dtMci'Min  to  the  ipet 

My.  Elson,  in  eomniAnd  of  the  faerge,  iva*  now  fiiniifhed 
with  zoopfct  the  signaliibt  Ceptehi  Fnuikliii,' and  directed' 
to  proceed  close  along  the  shore  Id  the  nerthwardy  and  .  Tigt* 
lantly  to  look  oat  for  boats;  and  lb  erect  posts  aad  Uaid^MUrka 
finr  Captain  Franldiii's  guidatioe.  Oa  the  Sod  of  August  ih^ 
--dosed  widi  a  high  cape^  and  hnded  for  thepurpose  qt  eFMU 
iiig  a  ognaWipost.  Thej  were  ikiet  cm  the  beach  by  a  party^ 
of  Esqaimaux,  who  ei^rly  sought  sm  exchange  of  goodsu 
They  testified  moA  pleasure  at  the  vi^,  and  pfaKsed'  befipre 
their  tisitdrs  seferal  dishes,  amoBg  wbieh  were  two  of  their 
choicest,  the  entrsils  of  a  sea!  and  a  bowLof  eoagalaled.  hlood« 
But  desirous  as  the  party  were  to  obBge  them,  there  was  ooi 
one  eoaid  be  indueed  to  partake  ot  their  hospitality*  They 
afterwards  fiivoured  the  party  by  singing  and  dancing,  and  apf 
peered  quite  hsqspy  in  ihtit  enjoymeats^  although  in  the 
opinion  of  thrar  European  visitors  they  possessed  scarcdy  a 
nngle  comfint.  In  proceeding  along  the  coast  they  passed 
several  villages  of  the  Esquimaux,  who  all  manifested  a 
fnendly  disposition^  which  was  a  source  of  great  satisfaction 
as  it  regarded  Captain  Franklin^s  welfare^  there  being  hereby 
reason  to  hope  they  would  offer  no  obstacles  to  his  journey. 

Captain  Beechey  had  now  advanced  so  far  aa  to  require 
him  to  exercise  great  caution  lest  he  should  be  beset  in  ibe 
ice,  his  orders  being  direct  and  positive  by  all  means  to  avoid 
such  a  danger.  He  determined  therefore  to  send  the  barge 
along  the  coast,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  how  lar.  it  was 
possible  for  a  boat  to  go.  Mr.  Eltcm,  the  master,  was  con- 
tinued in  the  command  of  her  with  instructions  to  trace  the 
shore  to  the  northeast-ward  as  far  as  it  was  possible  for  a  boat 
to  navigate,  with  a  view  to  render  the  earliest  possible  asasH 
tance  to  Captain  FnmJdiii.     He  was  directed  to  possess  himf 
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self  of  fads,  whicb^  in  the  event  of  the  fiiilure  of  the. expedi- 
tion under  Captain  Franklin,  would  lead  to  a  judgment  of 
the  probable  success  which  might  attend  an  attempt  to  effect 
a  north-easteni  passage  in  this  quarter  (  and  he  waato  avdd 
bring  beset  in  the  ice  by  returning  immediately  that  the  wind 
should  get  to  the  north-west  or  west-ward^  and  not  to  prolong 
his  absence  beyond  the  first  week  in  September.  He  was 
also  to  place  landmarks  and  direotiona  in  ooospcuoua  places 
for  Captun  FranklinVi  guidance* 

.  On  the  17th  of  August,  Mn  Ebon  eommeiioed  bis  inteiw 
eating  expedition  with  the  good  wishes  of  all  on  boafid^  and 
the  ship,  after  surveying  the  coast  a  certain  distance  to  the. 
north-ward,  returned  to  her  appmnted  station  at  Chamisso 
island  on  the  24th.  On  the  tenth  of  September  the  barge 
returned*  She  brought  no  tidings  of  Captain  Franklin ;  but 
had  discovered  a  large  extent  of  coast  and  had  pfoceeded  to 
the  latitude  of  71'  33'  31"  N.  and  to  longitude  IB&»  StV  80"  W. 
where  the  coast  formed  a  low  narrow  neck  beyond  which  it 
was  impossible  to  proceed  to  the  east- ward,  in  consequence 
of  the  ice  being  attached  to  the  land  and  extending  along  the 
horizoa  to  the  northward*  The  farthest  tongue  of  land 
which  they  reached  is  the  moat  northerly  point  yet  discovered 
on  the  continent  of  America,  and  was  named  Point  Barrow, 
It  lies  one  hundred  and  tweoty«six  miles  to  the  north*east  of 
Icy  Cape,  and  is  only  one  hundred  and  forty-ttx  miles  from 
the  extreme  of  Captain  Franklin^a  discoveries  in  his  progress 
west*ward  from  the  Mackenaie  River. 

The  ship  had  hitherto  remained  in  the  sound,  in  the  ex- 
pectation of  being  able  to  wait  till  the  end  of  October,  agree- 
ably with  their  instructions  ;  but  such  a  change  occurred  in 
the  atmosphere,  together  with  the  departure  of  all  the  Esqui- 
maux for  their  winter  habitations,  and  the  frozen  state  of  the 
lakes,  made  it  evident  that  the  time  was  near  when  it  would 
be  necessary  to  quit  their  present  anchorage,  to  avoid  being 
shut  up  by  the  young  ice.  As  the  instructions  to  Captain 
Beechey  were  peremptory  not  to  risk  the  wintering  in  these 
parts,  and  at  the  same  time  the  lives  of  Captain  Franklin's 
P.  V.  {«.  5  O 
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party  might  be  involved  by  quitting  the  rendez-vous  earlier 
than  had  been  agreed  upon,  he  addressed  an  official  letter  to 
his  officers,  requesting  they  would  take  every  circumstance 
into  conuderation,  and  furnish  their  opinion  on  the  propriety 
of  remaining  longer  in  these  seas.  Their  reply  conveyed  a 
unanimous  opinion  that  the  ship  could  not  continue  longer 
at  her  present  anchorage  without  incurring  the  risk  of  win- 
tering, and  suggested  her  removal  to  the  entrance  of  the 
sound,  where  the  majority  thought  she  might  remain  a  few 
days  longer  ;  but  previous  to  the  ship  taking  up  her  station 
there,  it  was  considered  advisable  that  the  strait  should  be 
ascertained  to  be  navigable,  lest  the  ice  should  have  been 
drifted  down  from  the  northward,  and  the  retreat  of  the  ship 
cut  off. 

It  now  remained  to  be  considered  how  Captain  Franklin 
could  be  most  benefited  in  the  event  of  his  party  arriving  after 
the  departure  of  the  Blossom.  No  more  could  be  done  than 
put  him  in  possession  of  every  information  they  had  obtained, 
and  leave  him  a  temporary  supply  of  provisions  and  bartering 
articles  with  which  he  might  procure  others  from  the  natives. 
To  this  end  a  barrel  of  flour  was  buried  for  him  upon  the 
sandy  pcnnt  of  Chamisso,  a  |Jace  which  was  more  likely  to 
escape  the  observation  of  the  natives  than  the  former  one, 
where  the  newly  turned  turf  could  not  be  concealed.  A 
large  tin  case,  containing  beads  and  a  letter,  was  deposited 
with  it  to  enable  him  to  purchase  provisons  from  the  natives 
and  to  guide  his  conduct.  Ample  directions  for  finding  these 
were  both  cut  and  painted  on  the  rock ;  and  to  call  the  atten« 
tion  of  the  party  to  the  spot,  which  they  might  pass,  seeing 
the  ship  had  departed,  her  name  was  pmnted  in  very  large 
letters  on  the  chiffs  of  Puffin  island,  accompanied  with  a  notice 
of  her  departure,  and  the  period  to  which  she  had  remained 
in  the  sound.  Beneath  it  were  written  directions  for  finding 
the  cask  of  flour,  and  also  a  piece  of  drift-wood  which  was 
deposited  in  a  hole  in  the  clifi.  This  billet  had  been  pur- 
posely bored  and  charged  with  a  letter  containing  all  the 
useful  information  necessary  and  was  then  plugged  up  in  such 
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a  manner  that  no  traces  of  its  having  beeii  opened  were 
visible. 

Having  thus  far  per.ormed  thdr  duty,  they  prepared  the 
ship  for  sea,  that  she  might  depart  at  an  hour's  notice. 

On  the  eighteenth  of  October  the  edges  of  the  sound  be- 
gan to  freeze,  and  it  was  evident  that  it  only  needed  calm 
weather  to  skin  it  entirely  over ;  Captain  Beechey  therefore 
ordered  the  anchor  to  be  weighed  and  the  ship  steered  out  of 
the  sound,  and  proceeded  on  her  voyage.  In  the  execution 
of  this  necessary  resolution  it  was  some  consolation  to  reflect y 
that,  from  the  nature  of  Captain  Franklin's  instructions  it  was 
almost  certain  that  by  this  dme,  he  had  either  commenced  his 
return  or  taken  up  his  winter  abode.  He  had  been  directed 
to  return  to  his  winter  quarters  on  the  fifteenth  of  August,  if 
he  found  the  prospect  of  success  was  not  such  as  to  insure  his 
reaching  Icy  Cape  that  season,  and  if  it  should  prove  impracti- 
cable to  winter  at  an  advanced  station  on  the  coast.  Captain 
Beechey  was  justified  therefore  in  supposing  that  he  had  al- 
ready been  either  compelled  to  pause,  or  to  turn  back,  as  in 
the  event  of  the  success  anticipated  in  his  instructions,  it  could 
hardly  happen,  considering  the  open  state  of  the  sea  to  the 
northward,  but  that  he  should  have  reached  Kotzebue  sound 
by  the  time  the  Blossom  left  it 

Up  to  this  period  of  his  voyage,  the  instructions  which  ac- 
companied his  appointment,  were  a  sufficient  guide  to  Cap- 
tain Beechey ;  but  with  the  exception  of  his  touching  at  the 
Sandwich  Islands,  there  were  no  specific  directions  for  his  fur- 
ther guidance,  and  it  was  for  him  seriously  to  consider  how 
the  time  could  be  most  usefully  employed.  It  was  necessary 
to  repidr  to  some  port  to  refit  and  caulk  the  ship,  to  replenish 
the  provisions  and  stores,  and  what  was  equally  important,  to 
recruit  the  health  of  the  people,  who  had  been  a  considerable 
time  on  short  allowance  of  salt  provisions,  and  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  only  seven  weeks  fresh  meat  in  the  last  ten  months. 
From  the  favourable  account  given  of  San  Francisco,  in  Cali- 
fornia, it  appeared  to  be  the  most  desirable  place  to  which  a 
ship  under  circumstances  as  the  Blossom  was,  could  resort ; 
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and  as  the  txiaBt  between  that  port  and  Cape  8t  Luens  iras 
very  imperfectly  known.  Captain  Beechey  thought  his  time 
could  not  be  more  usefully  employed  than  in  completing  the 
survey  of  it     He  therefore  directed  his  course  to  that  place, 
and  cktermined  to  enter  the  pacific  by  the  Strait  of  Oonemak. 
On  the  fifth  of  November  they  made  the  high  land  of  New 
Albion,  and  afterwards  proceeded  to  the  harbour  of  San  Francis- 
co.   Captain  Beechey  went  on  shore  to  pay  his  respects  to 
Don  Ignacio  Martinez,  a  lieutenant  in  the  Mexidan  army, 
acting  governor  in  the  absence  of  Don  Louis ;  and  to  the 
priest,  whose  name  was  TdnuuKi,  both  of  whom  gave  him  li 
very  hospitable  and  friendly  reception,  and  oflered  their  ser- 
vices in  any  way  they  might  be  required.     Th^  first  enqui- 
ries related  to  supplies,  which  they  found  not  likely  to  be  ad^ 
quate  to  their  wants ;    Captain   Beechey  therefore  despatched 
Mr.  Collie  the  surgeon,  and  Mr.  Marsh  the  purser,  over  land 
to  Monterey,  with  orders  to  procure  for  the  ship  what  medi- 
cines, provi»ons,  and  other  stores  were  to  be  had.    The  go« 
vernor  politely  furnished  a  passport  and  a  guard  for  this  ser- 
vice ;  and  arrangements  were  made  for  tlie  daily  supply  of  the 
ship's  company.    In  this  port  they  continued  until  the  twenty- 
eighth  of  December,  during  which  Ume  the  ship^s  company 
all  derived  the  greatest  benefit  from  the  refreshing  products  of 
its  soil.     Some  of  them  were  so  emaciated  at  the  time  of  en- 
tering the  port,  as  scarcely  to  be  recognised  by  the  surgeoa^ 
but  fJl  were  now  restored  to  their  former  healthy  appearance^ 
and  they  had  the  satisfiustiott  of  leaving  the  port  without  a  nn- 
gle  case  of  mckness  on  board.    They  had  however,  to  regret 
the  loss  of  one  of  their  best  men  by  accident.    Joseph  Bovi^* 
ers,  a  marine,  accompanied  one  of  the  officers  on  a  shooting 
excursion,  and  was  led  by  his  naturally  ardent  and  bold  dis- 
position to  plunge  into  a  lake  after  some  wild  fowl  that  bad 
been  shot,  forgetting  that  he  could  not  swim.     His  eagerness 
led  him  beyond  his  depth,  and  in  his  attempt  to  regain  hie 
footing,  he  unfortunately  perished  before  aid  could  be  brought 
His  body  was  interred  at  the  burial  ground,  and  was  followed 
to  the  grave  by  all  the  officers. 
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From  San  Francsnoo  they  proceeded  to  Monterey  to  take 
in  the  stores  that  had  been  purdiased  at  that  place,  md  to 
procure  some  spars  wluch  grow  mofe  conveniently  for  embark- 
ation there  than  at  San  Franctsoo.  Though  the  distance  be* 
tween  these  two  places  is  little  more  than  a  hundred  miles, 
their  passage  was  prolonged  to  two  days  by  %ht  windfi.  They 
found  lying  in  the  port  of  Monterey,  an  American  brig,  en- 
deavouring to  dispose  of  a  cargo  of  dry  goods,  and  to  pro- 
cure hides  and  tallow  in  return,  and  they  opportunely  received 
from  her  a  supply  of  spirits,  as  the  last  cask  was  abroach.  On 
tlie  fifth  of  January,  ld27»  they  took  leave  of  their  hospitabks 
acquaintances  and  put  to  sea  on  their  passage  to  the  Sand« 
wich  Islands. 

On  leaving  Monterey  they  steered  to  the  southward  with  a 
fair  wind,  which  carried  them  into  the  trades  and  attended 
them  the  whole  way  to  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

On  the  twenty-fifth  they  saw  the  island  of  Owyhee,  asnd  the 
following  day  anchored  in  the  harbour  of  Honoruru,  the  capi- 
tal of  the  Sandwich  Islands.  They  found  ail  their  former 
acquaintances  well ;  and  Mr.  Lay  the  naturalist,  whom  they 
had  left  there  on  account  of  his  health,  recovered,  and  ready 
to  resume  his  duties.  After  the  usual  etiquette  of  salutes. 
Captain  Beechey  visited  the  king  and  Kahumana,  a  female 
chief,  who  kindly  appropriated  three  houses  to  the  ase  of  the 
,t)fBcers,  and  every  way  manifested  their  attachment  to  the 
British  nation.  At  this  time  several  respectable  stores  were 
kept  by  merchants  from  America  and  Eorope.  There  were 
also  two  hotels,  and  several  of  the  houses  of  the  chiefs  were 
furnished  with  sofas  and  cushions,  and  various  luxuries;,  told 
they  themselves  dressed  after  the  European  fashions.  Boki 
had  a  large  service  of  plate,  as  also  one  of  expeMtvely  cot 
glass  from  Pellat  and  Green  of  London.  A  remarkable 
change  arose  in  their  civil  and  political  arrangements.  The 
king  was  now  attended  by  a  guard  under  arms ;  a  sentinel 
presented  his  musket  when  an  officer  entered  the  threshold  of 
the  royal  abode ;  soldiers  paraded  the  ramparts  of  a  fort 
mounting  forty  guns,  and  **  all's  well"  waa  repealed  thrragh- 
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out  the  town  during  the  night.  The  harbour  in  spring  and 
autumn  was  crowded  with  foreign  vessels,  as  many  as  fifly 
having  been  there  at  one  time.  Five  thousand  stand  of  arms 
were  said  to  be  distributed  over  the  island,  three  hundred 
men  were  embodied  and  dressed  in  regimentals,  and  theSand-i 
wich  Island  flag  was  daily  displayed  by  five  brigs  and  eight 
schooners.  There  were  resident  consuls  from  Great  Britain 
and  the  United  States,  with  whom  they  had  made  treaties  of 
alliance. 

Soon  after  the  christian  religion  had  been  introduced  into 
the  Sandwich  Islands,  several  of  the  chiefs  were  taught  to  read 
axid  write,  and  the  missionaries  di£Pused  a  knowledge  of  the 
gospel  among  all  the  inhabitants.  A  public  dinner  was  given 
by  the  officers  of  the  Blossom  to  the  king  and  all  the  royal 
family,  the  consuls,  the  chiefs,  and  the  principal  merchants 
resident  in  the  place.  On  this  occasion  the  king  was  received 
with  the  honours  due  to  his  rank :  he  was  dressed  in  full  uni- 
form, and  altogether  made  an  elegant  appearance.  His  be- 
haviour at  table  was  marked  with  the  greatest  propriety ;  and 
though  he  seemed  fully  aware  of  the  superiority  of  Europeans, 
he  appeared  at  the  same  time  conscious  that  the  attentions  he 
received  were  no  more  than  a  just  tribute  to  his  rank.  Boki, 
the  regent,  Koanoathe  colonel  of  the  troops,  and  Manuia  the 
captain  of  the  port,  were  dressed  in  the  Windsor  uniform ; 
and  Kahumana  and  two  other  female  chiefs  were  arrayed  in 
silk  dresses.  Many  loyal  and  patriotic  toasts  succeeded  the 
dinner,  some  of  which  were  proposed  by  Boki  in  compliment 
to  the  king  of  England  and  the  president  of  the  United 
States.  The  chiefs  drank  to  the  health  of  several  persons 
who  had  shewn  them  attention  in  London,  and  throughout 
the  day  the  islanders  acquitted  themselves  very  creditably,  and 
manifested  a  close  observance  of  European  manners.  Since 
the  departure  of  the  Blossom  two  important  political  events 
had  taken  place;  the  one  Mas  a  treaty  of  alliance  with  the 
United  States,  by  wliich  a  favourable  reception  of  American 
vessels  was  guaranteed;  the  other  event  was  the  retirement 
of  Krymakoo,  who  was  more  generally  known  by  the  name  of 
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Billy  Pitt,  from  the  drcumstance  of  Mr.  Pitt  being  prime  mi* 
nister  to  the  king  of  Great  Britain  as  Krymakoo  was  to  the 
king  of  the  Sandwich  Islands. 

The  harbour  of  Honoruru  is  the  general  rendezvous  of  all 
Uie  whale  ships  employed  in  the  North  Paci6c  oeean.  In  the 
spring  time  these  vessds  assemble  here  to  the  number  of  forty 
(^  fifty  sail  at  a  time,  and  take  on  board  large  supplies  of  vege- 
tables and  fruit  as  sea  stock,  to  enable  them  to  remain  upon  their 
fishing  ground  until  the  autumn,  when  many  of  them  return 
to  the  port.  The  fresh  provisions  which  they  procure  at 
these  islands  is  a  great  preventative  of  scurvy,  and  the  goods 
which  the  ships  barter  in  exchange  are  very  acceptable  to  the 
inhabitants. 

Having  procured  a  sufficient  supply  of  provisions,  the  ship 
took  her  departure  from  this  place  on  the  4th  of  March,  and 
on  the  2nd  of  July  made  the  snowy  mountains  of  Kamschatka 
and  came  to  an  anchor  the  next  day,  off  the  town  of  Petro- 
paulski.  The  season  was  more  backward  than  the  preceding 
year ;  the  snow  lay  deep  upon  some  parts  of  the  shore,  and 
the  inhabitants  were  glad  to  keep  on  their  fur  dresses.  On 
the  18th  they  again  took  their  departure  and  on  the  5th  of 
August  came  to  anchor  off  Chamisso  island,  nearly  in  the 
same  situation  which  they  occupied  the  preceding  year.  A 
boat  was  immediately  sent  to  ascertain  whether  any  marks 
were  to  be  discovered,  that  either  Captain  Parry  or  Captain 
Franklin  had  been  here.  No  such  indications  could  however 
be  seen,  no  staff  had  been  erected,  as  had  been  agreed  upon 
in  the  event  of  their  arrival ;  and  a  billet  of  wood,  containing 
despatches,  which  had  been  placed  by  the  Blossom  for  their 
information  on  the  preceding  year,  lay  unopened  on  the  same 
stone. 

Previous  to  this  period  Mr.  Elson  had  been  sent  with  the  ten- 
der to  examine  the  coast,  and  to  search  for  an  opening  to  the 
eastward  of  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  which  the  Esquimaux  the 
preceding  year  said  to  be  the  fact.  He  was  also  to  look  into 
Schismareff  inlet.  He  returned  on  the  11th,  having  succeeded 
iR  finding  the  inlet,  which  appeared,  as  fiEur  as  he  could  judge, 
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the  weather  being  very  foggy  and  boisterous^  to  be  a  spadow 
and  excellent  port. 

The  discovery  of  a  port  so  near  to  Behnng^s  Strait,  and  ofne 
in  which  it  was  probable  the  ship  might  remain,  after  cir« 
cumstanoes  should  obhge  her  to  quit  Eotzebue  sound,  was 
of  great  importance,  and  Captain  Beechey  determined  on 
examining  it,  should  the  situation  of  the  ice  to  the  northward 
give  no  prospect  of  proceeding  farther  than  the  preceding 
year.  In  order  that  Captmn  Franklin's  party  might  not  be 
iaconvenienoed  by  sudi  an  arrangement,  the  barge  was  placed 
under  the  command  of  lieutenant  Belcher,  and  ordered  to 
proceed  along  the  eoa^t  as  in  the  preceding  year.  He  was  to 
use  his  best  endeavours  to  communicate  with  the  party  under 
Captain  Franklin*s  command,  by  penetrating  to  the  eastward 
as  far  as  he  could  go  with  safety  to  the  boat ;  but  he  was  on 
DO  account  to  risk  being  beset  in  the  ice  ;  and  in  the  event  of 
separation  from  the  ship,  he  was  not  to  protract  his  absence 
from  Kotiebue  sound  beyond  the  Ist  of  September. 

Having  made  these  arrangements  they  put  to  sea,  but  did 
not  reach  the  entrance  of  the  sound  till  the  16th.  Before 
they  left  the  island  they  were  visited  by  several  natives  whom 
they  had  seen  the  preceding  year.  They  brought  some  skins 
for  sale  as  usual,  and  were  as  before,  dirty,  noisy  and  impu- 
dent. 

One  of  them  finding  he  was  not  suffered  to  carry  off  some 
deep-sea  leads  that  were  lying  about,  scraped  off  the  greasy 
arming  and  devoured  it  :  another,  after  bargaining  some 
skins  for  the  armourer's  anvil,  seized  it  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  it  away  ;  but  much  to  his  surprize,  and  to  the  great 
diversion  of  the  sailors  who  had  played  hiro  the  trick,  he 
found  its  weight  much  too  great  for  him,  and  after  a  good 
laugh  received  back  his  goods. 

Off  the  entrance  of  Kotzebue  sound  they  were  met  by  a 
westerly  wind,  which  prevented  their  making  much  progress, 
afterwards  the  breeze  veered  to  the  south-west,  with  a  thick 
fog,  and  not  having  seen  any  thing  of  the  barge,  they  steered 
to  the  northward  to  ascertain  the  position  of  the  ice.     In  half 
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an  hour  they  heard  the  ice  to  leeward  and  had  but  just  room 
to  get  about  to  clear  a  berg  at  its  edge.  By  the  information 
of  Lieutenant  Belcher,  who  was  off  Icy  Cape  at  this  time, 
though  not  within  sight  of  the  ship,  the  ice  at  this  time  closed 
the  land  about  twenty-seven  miles  east  of  Icy  Cape.  It  ap- 
peared that  the  line  of  packed  ice  in  the  meridian  of  Icy 
Cape,  was  twenty-four  miles  to  the  southward  of  its  position 
the  preceding  year,  and  that  it  was  on  the  whole  much  nearer 
the  continent  of  America.  With  the  ice  thus  pressing  upon 
the  American  coast,  and  with  the  prevalence  of  westerly  winds, 
by  which  this  season  was  distinguished,  there  appeared  to  be  but 
little  prospect  of  a  vessel  reaching  even  to  Point  Barrow. 

Seeing  they  could  not  remain  sufficiently  close  in  shore  to  be 
of  use  to  their  friends  during  the  westerly  winds  and  thick 
weather.  Captain  Beechey  determined  upon  the  examination 
of  the  inlet  discovered  by  Mr.  Elson  to  the  eastward  of  Cape 
Prince  of  Wales,  and  made  sail  for  Kotzebue  Sound,  for  the 
purpose  of  leaving  there  the  necessary  information  for  Captain 
Franklin  and  Lieutenant  Belcher,  in  the  event  of  either  arriv- 
mg  during  the  absence  of  the  ship. 

'i'hey  passed  Cape  Krusenstem  about  sunset  on  the  25th 
of  August,  and  in  running  along  &liore  after  dark  their  atten- 
tion was  directed  to  a  large  fire,  kindled  as  if  on  purpose  to 
attract  their  notice.  As  this  was  a  signal  agreed  upon  be- 
tween Captains  Franklin  and  Beechey  and  as  they  had  not 
seen  a  fire  before  on  any  part  of  the  coast  at  night,  they  im- 
mediately brought  to,  and  to  their  great  satisfaction  at  the 
moment,  observed  a  boat  pulling  towards  the  ship.  Their 
anxiety  as  it  approached  may  be  imagined,  as  by  the  light  of 
the  aurora  borealis  and  the  use  of  their  telescopes,  they  thought 
she  was  propelled  by  oars  and  not  by  paddles  ;  on  being  ac- 
costed by  the  Esquimaux  their  mistake  was  however  instantly 
manifested.  Captain  Beechey  however  fired  a  gun  ;  but  the 
signal  not  being  answered,  they  pursued  their  course  for 
Chamisso. 

They  anchored  at  Chamisso  on  the  26th,  and  after  deposit- 
ing the  necessary  information  on  shore,  they  proceeded  the 
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next  morning  to  examine  the  inlet.  They  were  scarcely  a 
league  from  the  land  when  their  attention  was  again  arrestea 
by  a  fire  kindled  upon  the  peninsula,  and  several  persona 
standing  upon  the  heights  waving  to  the  ship.  Not* 
withstanding  the  disappointment  experienced  the  preceding 
nighty  the  hope  of  meeting  their  own  countrymen  so  strongly 
impressed  their  minds,  that  some  of  the  crew  professed  they 
could  see  the  party  dressed  in  European  clothes.  A  boat  was 
immediately  dispatched  to  the  shore^  when  they  found  it  to 
be  a  party  of  Esquimaux  wishing  to  dispose  of  some  skins  for 
tobacco.  A  s  the  ship  proceeded  they  came  to  several  settle 
ments  of  the  Esquimaux. 

The  surveying  of  several  capacious  harbours  occupied  their 
time  till  the  5th  of  September,  when  they  had  completed  near- 
ly all  that  was  necessary  ;  and  the  weather  now  set  in  with 
such  severity  that  Captain  Beechey  felt  anxious  to  get  back 
to  Kotzehue  Sound.  For  three  days  the  weather  had  been 
cold,  with  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and  the  seamen  suffered  much 
from  exposure  to  the  cold  and  the  harassing  duly  they  had 
been  engaged  in.  As  they  neared  Beh ring's  Strait,  the  wind 
increased,  and  on  rounding  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  tliey  were 
obliged  to  reduce  their  sails  to  the  close  reef.  While  they  were 
thus  pressed  John  Dray,  one  of  the  seamen,  unfortunately  fell 
overboard  from  the  look-out  at  the  mast  head,  and  sunk  alongside 
a  boat  which  was  sent  to  him,  after  having  had  his  arms  round 
two  of  the  oars.  This  was  the  only  accident  that  had  occurred 
of  the  kind  since  the  ship  had  been  in  commission,  and  it  was 
particularly  unfortunate  that  it  should  have  fallen  to  the  lot 
of  so  good  a  man  as  Dray.  Previous  to  his  entry  in  the  ship 
he  had  resided  some  time  at  the  Marquesas  islands,  and  was 
so  well  satisfied  with  the  behaviour  of  the  natives  of  that  place 
that  he  intended  to  reside  among  them  ;  but  being  on  board  a 
boat  belonging  to  Baron  Wrangel's  ship  at  a  time  when  the  is- 
landers  made  a  most  unjustifiable  attack  upon  her,  he  was 
afraid  to  return  to  the  shore,  and  accompanied  the  Baron  to 
Petropaulski,  where  he  entered  himself  on  board  the  Blossom. 

On  arriving  off  the  entrance  of  Kotaebue  Sound  they  en« 
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countered  as  usual  an  easterly  wind,  and  beat  up  all  night  with 
thick  misty  weather.  After  beating  all  night  in  very  thick 
weather,  on  the  ninth  of  September  they  stood  in  for 
the  northern  shore.  There  had  been  a  strong  current 
during  the  night,  which  drifted  the  ship  towards  Hotham  In- 
let, where,  the  water  shoaling  suddenly  from  five  fathoms  to 
two  and  a  half,  the  ship  struck  upon  the  sand,  while  m  the  act 
of  going  about,  and  soon  became  fixed  by  the  current  run- 
ning over  the  shoal.  In  consequence  of  this  current  the  boats 
experienced  the  utmost  difiiculty  in  carrying  out  an  anchor, 
but  they  at  length  succeeded,  though  to  no  purpose,  as  the 
ship  was  immoveable.  At  first  they  were  apprehensive  of  the 
most  awful  consequences,  but  the  wind  moderated  shortly  af- 
ter she  struck,  and  on  the  rising  of  the  next  tide  she  went  off 
without  having  received  any  apparent  injury. 

After  having  so  narrowly  escaped  shipwreck,  they  beat  up 
all  night  with  thick  weather,  and  the  next  morning  steered  for 
Chamisso  island.  On  approaching  the  anchorage  they  were 
greatly  disappointed  at  not  seeing  the  barge  at  anchor,  as  her 
time  had  expired  several  days,  and  her  provisions  were  too 
nearly  expended  for  her  to  remain  at  sea  with  safety  to  her 
crew ;  but  on  examining  the  shore  with  telescopes,  they 
discovered  a  flag  flying  upon  a  peninsula,  and  two  men  waving 
a  piece  of  white  cloth  to  attract  attention.  Amidst  difierent 
sensations  a  hope  arose  that  the  people  they  saw  were  the  long 
looked  for  expedition  under  Captain  Franklin  ;  but  on  a  closer 
view  of  the  flag,  they  perceived  it  to  be  the  ensign  of  their 
own  boat  hoisted  with  the  union  downwards  indicative  of  dis- 
tress. The  boats  were  immediately  sent  to  the  relief  of  the 
sufferers,  with  provisions  and  blankets,  concluding,  as  they  on- 
ly saw  part  of  the  crew  stirring  about,  and  others  lying  down 
within  a  small  fence  erected  round  the  flag-staff,  that  they 
were  ill  or  had  received  hurt. 

On  the  return  of  the  first  boat  they  learned  that  the  barge 
had  been  lost  on  the  coast,  to  the  northward  in  Kotzebue 
Sound  Lieutenant  Belcher,  who  commanded  her,  stated 
that  after  quitUng  Chamisso  island  on  the  twelfth  of  August^ 
he  proceeded  along  the  northern  shore  of  the  sound,  and  land* 
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ed  at  Cape  Krusenstem,  where  he  waited  a  short  time ;  but 
not  seeing  the  ship,  the  weather  being  very  thick,  he  stood  on 
for  Cape  Thomson,  where  he  came  to  an  anchor  and  reple> 
nished  his  stock  of  water.  He  met  some  natives  on  shore,  who 
informed  him  that  the  ship  had  passed  to  the  northward, 
which  was  not  true,  and  he  therefore  pursued  his  course.  He 
kept  close  along  the  shore,  for  the  purpose  of  falling  in  with 
the  land  expedition,  and  arrired  off  Icj^  Cape  on  the  nine- 
teenth, when  he  landed  and  examined  every  place  in  the  hope 
of  discovering  some  traces  of  Captain  Franklin.  He  found 
about  twenty  natives  on  the  point  living  in  tents^  who  receiv- 
ed him  very  civilly,  and  assisted  him  to  fill  his  water  casks 
from  a  small  well  they  had  dug  in  the  sand  for  their  own 
use. 

On  the  twenty-third  of  August,  Lieutenant  Belcher  landed 
on  Icy  Cape.  The  weather  now  became  very  severe,  so  that 
the  sails  were  cased  with  ice,  as  were  also  the  clothes  of  the  sea- 
men. Three  of  the  crew  became  invalids  from  chilblains  and 
ulcers,  and  the  necessity  of  carrying  a  press  of  sail,  strained 
the  boat  to  such  a  degree  as  to  require  the  pumps  to  be  kepi 
constantly  at  work.  In  order  to  find  some  shelter,  he  bore  up 
for  Point  Hope  ;  but  finding  the  weather  so  bad  that  he  could 
not  keep  the  coast  with  safety,  and  the  time  for  his  rendeivous 
at  Chamisso  Island  having  arrived,  he  pursued  his  course  for 
that  place.  The  party  were  here  engaged  in  erecting  an  ob- 
servatory upon  Choris  Peninsula,  when  the  wind  set  in  sud- 
denly upon  the  shore  where  the  barge  was  anchored,  and  the 
crew  were  immediately  ordered  on  board.  In  the  morning 
the  fine  weather  was  such,  that  only  two  persons  were  left  in 
the  vessel,  and  the  boat  being  small,  could  take  only  four  at  a 
time.  One  boat  load  had  joined  the  vessel,  but  the  surf  rose 
so  suddenly,  that  in  attempting  to  reach  her  a  second  time, 
the  oars  were  broken,  and  the  boat  was  thrown  back  by  the 
sea  and  rendered  nearly  useless.  Several  persevering  and  un- 
successful efforts  were  afterwards  made  to  communicate  with 
the  vessel,  which  being  anchored  in  shallow  water,  struck  hard 
apon  the  ground  and  soon   filled.     Some   Esquimaux  with   a 
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btttdar  being  near  the  spot,  Lieutenant  Belcher  compelled 
them  to  assist  him  in  reaching  the  barge,  but  the  sea  ran  too 
high,  and  the  natives  not  exerting  themselves,  the  attempt 
failed.  The  sea  was  now  making  a  breach  over  the  vessel, 
and  Mr.  Belcher  ordered  the  cockswain  to  cut  the  cable  and 
allow  her  to  come  broadside  upon  the  shore;  but  either 
through  fear  or  misunderstanding,  this  was  not  done.  At  this 
time  there  were  four  men  and  a  boy  on  board,  two  of  whom 
seeing  no  hope  of  relief  from  the  shore,  jumped  overboard 
with  spars  in  their  hands  and  attempted  to  gain  the  beach, 
but  were  unfortunately  drowned.  The  others  retreated  to  the 
rigging,  but  the  boy,  exhausted  with  cold  and  fatigue,  at 
length  fell  from  the  rigging  and  was  seen  no  more.  After 
great  exertions,  the  sea  subsiding,  a  communication  with  the 
Tessel  was  effected,  and  the  two  remuning  seamen  were  car- 
ried on  shore  and  laid  before  a  fire,  where  they  recovered  suf- 
ficiently to  be  taken  to  a  hut  near  the  fatal  scene. 

The  morning  after  this  unfortunate  occurrence,  part  of  the 
crew  were  employed  in  collecting  what  was  washed  on  shore 
and  preventing  the  natives  from  committing  depredations,  who 
upon  the  whole  behaved  better  than  was  expected,  until  the 
day  on  which  the  Blossom  arrived.  Parties  were  now  repeat* 
edly  sent  to  the  wreck  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  raise  her, 
or  to  procure  what  they  could  from  her  cabin  and  holds ;  but 
she  was  completely  wrecked  and  filled  with  sand,  and  after  a 
few  days  went  to  pieces. 

On  the  twelfth  the  body  of  one  of  the  seamen  was  found 
near  the  place  where  the  boat  was  wrecked.  On  the  Sunday 
following  it  was  attended  to  the  grave  by  all  the  ofiicers  and 
ship's  company. 

In  the  beginning  of  October  they  had  sharp  frosts  and 
heavy  falls  of  snow.  On  the  fourth  the  earth  was  deeply  co- 
vered and  the  lakes  were  frozen.  The  thermometer  fell  to  24** 
and  there  was  every  appearance  of  the  winter  having  com- 
menced. It  became  therefore  the  duty  of  Captain  Beechey 
to  consider  on  the  propriety  of  continuing  longer  in  these 
sea».     No  intelligence  had  been  obtained  of  Captain  Frank« 
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lin,  nor  was  it  probable  that  any  of  his  partj  could  now  ap« 
pear ;  and  they  could  only  presume  that  he  had  met  with  in- 
surmountable obstacles  to  hb  proceeding  and  had  retraced  his 
route  up  the  Mackenzie  river. 

Anxious  however  to  remain  till  the  last,  on  the  chance  of 
being  useful  to  him,  Captain  Beecbey  requested  the  opinions 
of  the  officers  as  to  the  state  of  the  season,  and  finding  them 
unanimous  in  believing  the  winter  to  have  commenced,  and 
that  the  ship  could  not  remain  longer  in  Kotzebue  Sound  with 
safety,  he  determined  to  quit  the  anchorage  so  soon  as  the 
wind  would  permit.  Weighing  the  probability  of  Captain 
Franklin's  arrival  at  this  late  period  of  the  season,  no  one 
thought  there  was  the  least  chance  of  it ;  for  had  his  pros- 
pects  the  preceding  year  been  such  as  to  justify  his  winter- 
ing upon  the  coast,  the  distance  remaining  to  be  accomplished 
in  the  present  season,  would  have  been  so  short  that  he  could 
scarcely  fail  to  have  performed  it  early  in  the  summer,  in 
which  case  the  Blossom's  party  must  have  seen  him  long  be- 
fore this  date,  unless  he  had  reached  Icy  Cape,  and  found  it 
advisable  to  return  by  his  own  route.  Upon  the  chance  of 
his  arrival  after  the  departure  of  the  ship,  the  provisions 
which  had  been  buried  for  his  use,  were  allowed  to  remain, 
and  the  billet  of  wood  was  again  deposited  on  the  island,  con* 
taining  a  statement  of  the  behaviour  of  the  natives,  and  other 
particulars  with  which  it  was  important  he  should  be 
acquainted. 

On  the  sixth  of  October  the  ship  weighed,  and  beat  out  of 
the  sound.  They  now  steered  towards  Cape  Prince  of  Wales, 
with  a  view  of  passing  Behring's  strait,  which  they  did  with 
a  close-reefed  topsail  breeze.  On  the  twelfth  they  saw  the  is- 
land of  Saint  Paul.  The  attainment  of  the  principal  object 
of  the  expedition  was  now  at  an  end  ;  and,  though  unsuccess- 
ful in  meeting  with  Captain  Franklin,  yet  they  had  the  satis- 
faction of  knowing  that  their  efibrts  to  maintain  their  station 
in  both  years,  had,  by  the  blessing  of  providence,  been  success- 
ful, so  that  at  no  period  of  the  appointed  time  of  the  rendez- 
vous, could  he  have  missed  both  the  boat  and  the  ship,  or. 
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have  ftrrived  at  the  appointed  place  in  Kotzebue  Sound,  with- 
out finding  the  anticipated  relief. 

The  voyage  of  Captain  Franklin  down  the  Mackenjrie  ri« 
yer,  and  along  the  northern  shores  of  the  continent  of  Ameri- 
ca, brought  him  within  fifty  leagues  of  Point  Barrow,  the  ex« 
treme  point  of  Captain  Beechey's  voyage ;  so  that  it  must  be 
regretted  that  they  did  not  meet  each  other.  It  would  cer« 
tainly  have  been  highly  blameable  for  Captmn  Franklin 
to  have  proceeded  farther  than  he  did,  under  the  total  un- 
certainty of  meeting  Captain  Beechey ;  but  could  he  have 
been  made  acquainted  with  the  advanced  situation  of  the 
Blossom,  he  would  have  been  justified  in  risking  the  attempt. 
The  failure  however,  does  not  detract  from  the  laurels  gained 
by  Captain  Franklin  and  his  associates,  who  through  obstacles 
insurmountable  by  persons  of  less  determined  and  persevering 
minds,  have  explored  an  extent  of  country  which  leaves  so 
small  a  portion  of  the  coast  unknown 

Captain  Beechey  now  proceeded  on  his  return ;  he  passed 
the  meridian  of  Cape  Horn  on  the  thirtieth  of  June,  and  ar- 
rived at  Rio  Janeiro  on  the  twenty-first  of  July.  Here  he  re- 
ceived on  board  the  Right  Honourable  Robert  Gordon,  an]^« 
bassador  to  the  court  of  Brazil,  and  after  a  passage  of  forty* 
nine  days  arrived  at  Spithead. 

In  this  voyage,  which  occupied  three  years  and  a  half,  they 
sailed  seventy-three  thousand  miles,  and  experienced  every  vi- 
cissitude of  climate.  In  the  course  of  it  they  lost  eight  per- 
sons by  sickness,  four  by  shipwreck,  one  mis^ng,  one  drowned, 
and  one  fell  overboard  in  a  gale  of  wind.  The  Board  of  Ad« 
miralty,  as  a  mark  of  their  approval  of  the  exertions  which 
had  been  made,  promoted  the  various  officers  attached  to  the 
expedition. 


While  Captain  Parry  was  to  attempt  a  passage  through 
prince  Regent's  Inlet,  as  has  been  stated  in  his  second  voy- 
age. Captain  Franklin  was  also  to  make  a  journey  o^er  land 
to  the  Mackenzie  River,  and  from  thence  to  Behring*s  Strait. 
The  following  is  a  short  account  of  his  journey. 


14-f  parry's  fourth  voyage 

In  Junet  18^  three  light  boats,  together  with  a  supply  of 
stores,  two  carpenters,  and  a  party  of  men,  were  sent  ia  the 
Hudson's  Bay  ship  to  York  factory,  who  were  to  proceed  to 
Cumberland  house,  on  the  Saskatchawaoa  river  the  same  sea- 
son ;  and  early  in  the  spring  of  1825,  to  advance  as  far  as 
Bear  Lake,  where  they  were  to  erect  buildings  for  the  winter 
I  residence  of  the  whole  of  the  expedition,  the  other  part  of 
whom  were  to  proceed  thither  by  New  York  and  the  Lakes, 
in  the  beginning  of  the  year  1825. 

The  following  is  an  extract  from  the  official  instructions 
which  Lord  Bathurst  communicated  to  Captiun  Franklin,  da* 
ted  Downing  Street,  Jan.  81st.  1825. 
Sir, 

His  Majesty^s  government  having  decided  that  an  expedi- 
tion should  be  set  forth  for  exploring  the  northern  coast  of 
America,  between  the  mouth  of  Mackensie^s  river  and  the 
strait  of  Behring,  and  confiding  in  your  zeal  and  experience,  I 
have  recommended  you  as  a  proper  person  to  be  charged  with 
the  same.  You  are  therefore  to  proceed  with  your  party  from 
Liverpool  to  New  York,  and  from  thence  to  make  jour  way 
to  Lake  Huron,  where  the  stores  necessary  for  your  journey 
have  already  been  sent.  From  thence  you  are  to  follow  the 
water  communication  to  the  western  side  of  the  Great  Bear 
Lake,  where  you  are  to  establish  your  winter  quarters. 

Early  in  the  spring  of  1826,  you  are  to  proceed  down  the 
Mackenzie  river  with  all  the  necessary  stores  and  provisions, 
in  order  to  be  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  the  first  opening 
of  the  ice  on  the  Polar  Sea,  so  as  to  enable  you  to  prosecute 
your  voyage  along  the  coast  to  ley  Cape,  round  which  you  are 
to  proceed  to  Kotzebue'*s  Inlet,  where  you  may  expect  to  find 
his  Majesty's  ship  Blossom,  which  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralty  will  order  to  proceed  to  that  rendezvous  in 
the  summer  of  1826. 

On  your  arrival  at  the  mouth  of  Mackenzie  river,  you  are 
to  dispatch  Dr.  Richardson  with  Mr.  Kendall,  and  five  or  six 
men,  in  one  of  the  boats  to  examine  the  intermediate  coast  be- 
tween the  Mackenzie  and  Coppermine  rivers;    but  if  your 
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fltoiM  and  provimons  are  not  sufficient  for  your  owti  and  Dr. 
Richardson's  party,  you  are  in  that  case  to  direct  Dr.  Rich* 
ardson  to  employ  his  party  on  shore  in  examining  the  country 
eontiguous  to  the  Mackenine  River,  the  Rocky  Mountains, 
the  shores  of  the  Great  Bear  Lake,  the  Co^qper  Mountains, 
and  as  far  round  as  he  can  with  safety. 

If  in  proceeding  westerly  towards  Icy  Cape,  you  should 
asake  but  slow  progress,  so  that  it  remain  doubtful  whether 
you  will  reach  the  neighbourhood  of  Kotseebue's  Inlet  the 
same  season,  you  are  not  to  risk  yourself  and  party,  but  com* 
mence  your  return  about  the  15th  or  SOth  of  August  to  the 
established  winter  quarters  on  Bear  Lake,  unless  you  should 
be  satisfied  that  yourself  and  party  could  pass  the  winter  with 
safety  among  the  Exquimaux,  and  that  there  was  afforded 
a  certainty  of*  your  reaching  Behring's  Strut  the  following 
season^  when  the  Blossom  will  agun  proceed  to  the  appointed 
rendexvous. 

In  the  event  of  your  reaching  Kotzebue  Inlet  the  first  sea* 
son.  Captain  Beechey  will  be  instructed  to  convey  you  and 
vour  party  in  the  Blossom,  to  the  Sandwich  Islands  or  Canton, 
as  may  seem  most  advisable  to  you,  from  whence  you  will  be 
able  to  take  a  passage  to  England. 

Bathurst. 

On  the  l6th  of  February  1880,  Captttn  Franklin  embark- 
ed at  Liverpool  on  board  the  American  packet  ship  Columbia, 
commanded  by  Captain  Lee,  together  with  Lieutenant  Back, 
Dr.  Richardson  and  others  of  the  party  who  were  to  accom* 
pany  Um,  and  landed  at  New  York  on  the  l5th  of  March. 
Their  reception  at  that  place  was  kind  in  the  extreme  :  their 
baggi^  and  stores  were  passed  through  the  Custom  house 
without  inspection,  and  cards  of  admission  to  the  public  scien* 
dfic  institutions  were  presented  to  them  the  same  evening. 
During  their  stay  at  New  York,  every  mark  of  attention  was 
shewn  to  Captain  Franktin  and  his  party  by  the  civil  and 
naval  authorities,  as  well  as  by  private  individuals,  Md  the 

P.  V.  36.  5  Q 


846  PARhY'S    FOURTH    VOYAGE 

meet  lively  interest  manifested  for  the  success  of  the  enter, 
prise. 

After  a  stay  of  right  days  in  the  city  of  New  York,  the 
party  embarked  in  the  steam-boat  Olive  Branch,  and  were 
accompanied  into  Upper  Canada  by  James  Buchanan  Esq. 
the  British  consul,  who  so  accommodated  a  journey  he  had  to 
make  as  to  enable  him  to  accompany  them.  They  ascended 
the  Hudson  River  to  Albany,  where  they  experienced  similar 
civilities  to  those  they  had  received  at  New  York,  add  Dr. 
Christie,  the  minister  of  the  church  they  attended  at  this  place, 
offered  up  public  prayers  for  their  preservation  and  success. 
From  Albany  they  travelled  forward  in  coaches,  and  crossing 
the  Niagara,  entered  Canada,  visiting  the  Falls  so  justly 
celebrated  at  that  place.  They  afterwards  crossed  JLake 
Ontario  in  a  sailing  boat,  and  on  arriving  at  York,  the  capital 
of  Upper  Canada,  were  kindly  received  by  the  Lieutenant- 
governor  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland.  Proceeding  onwards  they 
crossed  Lake  Simcoe,  and  after  a  journey  of  nine  miles  on 
foot,  descended  the  river  Nattawassaga  in  a  boat,  and  passing 
through  a  part  of  Lake  Huron,  arrived  at  Penetanguishene, 
where  they  remained  eight  days,  waiting  the  arrival  of  some 
Canadian  voyagers  from  Montreal  who  were  to  accompany 
them. 

The  party,  by  the  accession  of  the  voyagers,  consisted  of 
thirty-three  persons,  and  on  the  23rd  of  April  they  proceeded 
to  Fort  William,  on  the  northern  shore  of  Lake  Superior, 
where  they  arrived  on  the  10th  of  May,  and  from  thence 
through  Rainy  Lake,  the  Lake  of  the  Woods,  Lake  Winipeg 
and  the  Saskatchawan  river  to  Cumberland  House,  where 
they  arrived  on  the  15th  of  June. 

The  party  who  sailed  by  Hudson^s  Bay  had  proceed- 
ed from  Cumberland  House,  excepting  the  principal  car- 
penter, who  had  the  misfortune  to  break  his  leg,  but  which 
had  been  set  by  an  officer  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  company. 
Dr.  Richardson,  on  examining  it  sud  that  it  had  been  skilfully 
set,  and  that  the  man  would  be  able  in  two  months  to  follow 
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the  exploring  party  to  Bear  Lake,  which  he  was  very  aDxious 
to  do. 

Having  remained  one  night  at  Cumberland  House,  they 
resumed  their  voyage,  in  the  course  of  which  they  met  the 
gentlemen  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  proceeding  from 
the  interior  with  various  brigades  of  canoes,  carrying  the  re- 
turns of  trade  for  the  year  to  York  Factory.  At  length,  on 
the  twenty-ninth  of  June,  they  overtook  the  other  party  in 
Methye  river,  latitude  56»  lOi'  N.  longitude,  108*  55'  W. 
which  is  almost  at  the  head  of  the  waters  that  flow  from  the 
north  into  Hudson's  Bay. 

On  the  twenty-ninth  of  July  they  reached  Fort  Resolution^ 
an  establishment  of  the  company  on  the  great  Slave  Lake. 
Here  Captain  Franklin  found  some  of  their  old  Copper-In- 
dian friends,  Keskarrah  and  Humphry,  the  brother  of  Akut* 
cho,  who  had  been  waiting  two  months  purposely  to  see  them. 
They  manifested  their  gratification  by  repeatedly  seizing  the 
hands  of  the  officers,  and  pressing  them  to  their  hearts,  and 
exclaiming,  **  How  much  we  regret  that  we  cannot  tell  what 
we  feel  for  you."  A  kaitcbo  had  left  the  fort  about  two  months 
on  a  hunting  excursion,  hoping  to  return  with  plenty  of  pro* 
vision  for  the  use  of  Captain  Franklin's  party  by  the  mid* 
die  of  August,  which  was  as  early  as  he  expected  they  would 
arrive.  Most  of  the  hunters  who  had  been  engaged  by  Cap- 
tain Franklin  on  his  former  journey  had  been  treacherously 
murdered  by  the  Dog-rib  Indians,  with  which  nation  the  Cop- 
per Indians  had  been  at  war.  They  were  now  however  at  peace, 
and  Akaitcho  and  his  tribe,  had  been  induced  to  a  reconcilia- 
tion, in  order  that  no  impediment  might  be  thrown  in  the  way 
of  Captain  Franklin  and  his  party.  ^*  We  have  too  much  es- 
teem,*' said  Akaitcho,  <*  for  our  father  and  for  the  service 
in  which  he  is  about  to  be  again  engaged,  to  impede  its  suc- 
cess by  our  wars,  and  therefore  they  shall  cease ;  and  on  be- 
ing asked  whether  he  and  some  of  his  young  men  would  go 
to  hunt  for  the  party  at  their  winter  quarters,  he  replied,  **  our 
hearts  will  be  with  them,  but  we  will  not  go  to  those  parts, 
where  the  bones  of  our  murdered  brethren  lie,  for  fear  out 
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bad  pasaions  diouU  be  aroused  at  th^  «ghi  of  dMor  gmv^ 
and  that  we  should  be  tempted  to  renew  the  war  by  theveool- 
lection  of  the  manner  of  their  death.  Let  the  Dog^rttM^  who 
live  in  the  neighbourhood  of  great  Bear  Lake  furnish  tliem 
with  meat»  thoi^  they  are  our  enemies.**  Presents  were 
made  to  these  people,  and  they  irefe  deored  to  oootiaue  at 
peace,  and  assured  that  the  same  rec{uest  would  be  made  to 
the  Dog-ribs. 

On  the  second  of  August,  they  came  to  a  gentle  current, 
which  might  be  con^dered  as  the  commencement  of  the  Mac- 
kenzie river.  They  found  the  woods  on  fire  in  different  direo-> 
tions,  but  whether  this  was  attributable  to  the  voluntary  acts 
of  the  Indians,  or  to  their  negligence  in  leaving  their  firea 
burning,  was  not  known.  Sailing  on  the  Mackenaie  river  they 
sti^pped  at  the  Trout  river,  which  flows  into  it  from  the  south- 
ward and  taking  an  observation  made  their  latitude  6l*  %& 
80"  N,  their  longitude  119«  47'  W.  They  here  passed  the 
site  of  the  first  establishment  that  the  North-west  Company 
made  in  these  parts,  which  was  erected  by  Mr.  Livingston^ 
one  of  the  partners,  who,  with  the  whole  of  the  crew  of  his 
canoe,  excepting  one  individual,  were  massacred  by  the  Es» 
quimaux  on  their  first  attempt  to  open  a  trade  with  them. 

On  the  seventh  tliey  arrived  at  Fort  Norman.  The  services 
of  the  Canadians  who  had  brought  the  canoes  from  Penetan- 
guishene  bring  no  longer  required,  they  were  discharged,  and 
forwarded  to  Canada  at  the  expence  of  government,  accord* 
ing  to  the  terms  of  agreement  On  the  ninth  they  saw  a 
party  of  Indians  encamped  on  the  beach  of  a  small  stream,  and 
invited  their  approach.  A  t  first  they  hesitated^  being  doubt- 
ful whether  they  were  friends,  but  after  some  time  they 
launched  their  canoes,  and  brought  a  good  supply  of  freah 
deer*s  meat.  It  appeared  that  these  were  Hare  Indians,  the 
tribe  that  follows  next  to  the  Dog-ribs  in  the  line  of  country 
below  Bear  Lake. 

At  eleven  o'clock  at  night  on  the  10th.  of  August,  the  par- 
ty arrived  at  Fort  Good  Hope,  the  most  distant  of  the  Hud- 
son's Bay  Company's  establishments.     It  is  distant  from  Fort 
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Nomum  three  hundred  and  twelve  mile«»  and  is  in  latitude 
67^  m  %V  N.  and  longitude  180«  51'  96"  W.  The  arrival 
of  the  party  at  this  period  of  the  year,  being  at  least  two 
months  earlier  than  thai  of  the  Company's  boats  from  York  Fac- 
tory, caused  great  astonishment  to  the  few  inmates  of  thisdreary 
dwelling  and  particularly  to  its  master,  Mr.  Dease,  who  did 
not  recover  from  his  surprise  until  they  had  been  some  time 
seated  in  his  room.  At  length  be  put  every  one  in  motion  to 
prepare  some  refreshment,  of  which  indeed  they  were  not  a 
little  in  need,  as  it  was  then  near  midnight  and  they  had 
breakfasted  at  eight  in  the  morning. 

lliey  proceeded  to  descend  the  river  till  the  ISth,  in  a 
winding  course,  in  consequence  of  various  sandbanks  render- 
ittg  it  necessary,  and  shortly  discovered  a  collection  of  Indian 
lodges.  One  of  the  party  happened  to  be  examining  his  nets 
nearer  than  the  rest  of  his  companions,  and  on  espying  the 
boats,  paddled  off  towards  his  friends  with  the  utmost  speed, 
calling  upon  them  to  arm.  The  women  and  children  instant- 
ly  hurried  away,  and  the  whole  party  assumed  a  state  of 
defence.  Signs  for  them  to  approach  were  for  some  time  made 
without  effect  At  length  a  youth  adventured  to  launch  his 
canoe,  and  paddled  gently  towards  the  boats,  until  he  discover- 
ed A  ugustus,  one  of  the  Esquimaux  attached  to  the  voyagers, 
whom  by  his  countenance  he  knew  to  be  an  Esquimaux. 
Then  he  threw  up  bis  hands  for  joy,  and  called  on  all  bis 
party  immediately  to  embark.  The  summons  was  instantly 
abeyed  ;  each  person  who  had  a  gun  discharged  its  contents, 
and  the  others  took  the  barbs  and  iron  heads  from  their 
arrows,  manifesting  thereby  an  entire  oonfidence.  They 
caressed  Augustus,  and  danced  and  played  around  him,  to 
testify  their  joy  at  bis  appearing  among  them ;  and  he  receiv- 
ed every  shake  of  the  hand  with  great  affability,  but  would  not 
suffer  them  to  interrupt  him  in  making  the  preparations  for 
breakfast,  a  task  which  he  always  delighted  to  perform. 

'Ihe  15th  of  August,  they  had  proceeded  so  far  that  they 
found  themselves  arrived  in  the  Arctic  sea. — The  water  be- 
came salt,  and  they  lost  sight  of  the  mun  shore.     They  afiter 
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wards  discovered  an  island  to  the  N.E.  looking  blue  frcNB  its 
distance,  towards  which  the  boat  was  directed.  The  sun  was 
setting  as  the  boat  touched  the  beachi  and  they  hastened  to 
the  most  elevated  part  of  the  island^  about  two  hundred  and 
fifty  feet  high,  to  look  around,  and  never  was  a  prospect  more 
gratifying.  The  sea  appeared  in  all  its  maje^y,  entirely  free 
from  ice  and  without  any  visible  obstruction  to  its  navigation. 
Many  seals  and  black  and  white  whales  were  sporting  on  its 
waves  ;  and  tlie  whole  scene  was  calculated  to  excite  the  most 
flattering  expectations. 

A  tent  was  pitched  on  the  beach  and  Captain  Franklin 
caused  the  silk  union  flag  to  be  hoisted  which  his  beloved 
wife,  who  peud  the  debt  of  nature  so  shortly  after  their  union, 
had  made  and  presented  to  him  as  a  parting  gift,  under  an 
express  injunction  that  it  was  not  to  be  unfurled  before  the 
expedition  reached  the  sea.  Upon  this  occasion  Captain 
Franklin  thus  expresses  himself:  <'I  will  not  attempt  to 
describe  my  emotions  as  the  flag  expanded  to  the  breeze  : 
however  natural,  and,  for  llie  moment,  irresistible,  I  felt  it  was 
my  duty  to  suppress  them,  and  that  I  had  no  right,  by  an 
indulgence  of  my  own  sorrows,  to  cloud  the  animated  coun-^ 
tenances  of  my  companions.  Joining  therefore,  with  the  best 
grace  that  I  could  command,  in  the  general  excitement,  1 
endeavoured  to  return,  with  corresponding  cheerfulness, 
their  warm  congratulations  on  having  thus  planted  the  British 
flag  on  this  remote  island  of  the  Polar  Sea.'*  It  was  named 
Garry  Island,  as  a  tribute  of  respect  for  Mr.  Garry,  the 
Deputy  Governor  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company.  Some 
spirits  which  were  saved  for  the  occasion,  were  issued  to  the 
men,  and  with  three  cheeht  they  drank  to  the  health  of  the 
King  and  to  the  continued  success  of  their  present  enterprise. 
'J  hey  found  the  latitude  to  be  69''  9&  N.  and  the  longitude 
135M1'W. 

A  pole  with  a  blue  and  red  flag  flying  was  here  erected  as 
a  direction  for  Captain  Parry,  with  a  written  account  of  their 
progress  and  other  useful  information  : — these,  with  other 
letters  for  tfte  officers  of  the  ships,  were  deposited  under  ihc 
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pole.  Another  statement  of  their  proceedings  was  encased  in 
a  water-proof  box  and  committed  to  the  sea,  one  mile  to  the 
northward  of  the  island. 

Having  completed  their  observations,  they  embarked  to 
return  by  the  Mackenzie,  to  their  winter  quarters  at  Great 
Bear  Lake.  On  the  19th,  they  halted  to  breakfast  near  some 
winter  habitations  of  the  Esquimaux ;  which,  from  the  fresh* 
ness  of  the  wood  shavings  and  the  implements  of  fishing 
which  were  scattered  about,  appeared  to  have  been  abandoned 
only  in  the  preceding  Spring  ;  and  as  it  was  probable  they 
would  revisit  this  spot,  a  kettle,  a  knife,  hatchet,  file,  an  ice- 
chisel,  some  beads  and  pieces  of  red  and  blue  cloth  were  fixed 
to  a  pole  and  left.  From  hence  they  proceeded  to  Fort  Good 
Hope,  where  they  were  welcomed  by  Mr.  Dease  and  all  at 
his  fort,  a  report ,  having  been  spread  that  they  had  been 
massacred  by  the  Esquimaux. 

On  the  1st  of  September,  they  quitted  the  Mackenzie  and 
entered  the  stream,  which  flows  from  Great  Bear  Lake,  and 
reached  Fort  Franklin  on  the  5th,  and  here  they  established 
their  winter  quarters,  proper  buildings  having  been  erected 
for  their  accommodation  by  some  of  the  party  who  had  bet  n 
left  for  that  purpose. 

Various  plans  were  now  adopted  for  the  employment  of  the 
time  of  the  people  during  the  Winter ;  among  other  methods 
a  school  was  established,  and  several  of  the  party  derived  con- 
siderable improvement  by  attending  to  the  instruction  afforded 
them  on  the  occasion.  The  oflicers  employed  themselves  in 
making  thermometrical,  magnetical,  and  atmospherical  obser« 
vations,  in  making  drawings  and  in  other  pursuits,  and  an 
account  of  their  proceedings  was  sent  to  the  Secretary  of  State 
by  the  way  of  Hudson's  Bay. 

On  the  28th  of  June,  the  parties  took  their  departure  from  the 
place  of  their  winter  abode,  and  on  the  4ith  of  July  separated 
into  two  parties.  Captain  Franklin  conducted  the  western  party, 
who  were  to  attempt  reaching  Behring*s  Strait,  where  they  were 
to  meet  Captain  Beeehey  in  His  Majesty^s  ship  Blossom,  with 
supplies  for  his  use ;  and  Dr.  Richardson  was  to  conduct  the 
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eastern  party,  and  to  survey  the  coast  between  the  Mackeo* 
zie  and  Coppermine  rivers.      The  former  had  scarcely  reach* 
ed  the  sea,  when  they  fell  in  with  a  large  number  of  Esqui* 
maux,  with  whom,  but  for  their  own  forbearance,  they  would 
have  been  involved  in  a  bloody,  and  perhaps,  fatal  encounter. 
Having  extricated  themselves  from  this  imminent  peril,  they 
continued  their  course,  greatly  impeded,  however,  by  the  un« 
favourable  state  of  the  atmosphere.     The  low  and  swampy 
land  that  here  extends  between  the  northern  termination  ot 
the  rocky  mountains  and  the  sea  coast,  was  productive  of  a 
constant  fog,  frequently  so  dense  as  to  contract  the  range  of 
view  to  within  a  few  yards.      Nevertheless,  by  the   \6th  of 
August  they  had  succeeded  in  reaching  the  half-way  point 
between  Mackenzie  River  and  Icy  Cape,  (  he  furthest  point  to 
which  the  north-western  coast  of  A  merica  had  been  traced  from 
Behring's  Strait)  ;    but  the  symptoms  of  approaching  winter 
here  became  so  unequivocal,  that  they  were  compelled  to  return, 
though    with    great    reluctance.       Unfortunately,    Captain 
Franklin  did  not  know,  that  at  this  moment  the  barge  of  the 
ship  Blossom  under  Captain  Beechey,  which  had  been  sent 
to  await  his  arrival  in  Behring's  Strait,  was  actually  within 
160  miles  of  the  spot  which  he  had  himself  reached  ;  had  he 
known  it,  *^  no  difficulties,  dangers,  or  discouraging  circum- 
stances,*'  to  use  his  own  expression,  would  have  prevailed  on 
him  to  return.      Under  the  existing  circumstances  he  was 
obliged  to  do  so,  and,  on  the  21st  of  September,  this  western 
expedition  reached  Fort   Franklin,    where   they   found    the 
eastern  branch  returned  before  them. 

The  navigation  which  Dr.  Richardson  had  to  perform  was 
almost  wholly  unobstructed  ;  and  between  the  4th  of  July 
and  the  8th  of  August,  he  succeeded  in  accomplishing  the 
coast  voyage  of  902  miles,  between  the  mouths  of  the  Mac- 
kenzie and  Coppermine  Rivers.  He  returned  with  hi>  party 
to  Fort  Franklin  on  the  Ist  of  September,  and,  after  a  lapse 
of  nearly  three  weeks,  was  joined  by  the  western  branch,  as 
before  related.      In  the  following  year  the  two  parties  set 
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out  in  company  for  England,  which  they  reached  in  the 
autumn  of  18^. 

This  second  expedition  of  Captain  Franklin,  though  destitute 
of  that  tragic  interest  which  his  first  excited,  may  be  regarded 
as  more  important  in  its  geographical  results.  The  6k  de- 
grees of  longitude,  for  which  the  northern  shores  of  America 
had  been  explored  in  the  former  enterprise,  were  now  extend- 
ed to  a  line  exceeding  39^  degrees  in  length,  and  approaching 
on  the  one  side  to  within  160  miles  of  the  extreme  known 
north-western  point  of  that  oontinent,^  and  on  the  other  to 
within  400  miles  of  its  supposed  extreme  north-eastern  point. 
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SECOND     VOYAGE 


OF 


CAPTAIN    ROSS 


The  success  of  Captain  Parry  in  his  first  voyage  to  the 
Polar  regions,  by  which  the  declaration  made  by  Captain 
Ross  on  his  voyage  of  discovery,  that  there  was  no  passage 
through  Lancaster  Sound  was  proved  to  be  an  error,  appears 
to  have  been  felt  with  peculiar  keenness  by  the  latter  officer, 
and  after  the  failure  of  the  subsequent  eiFurts  made  by  Cap- 
tain Parry,  he  made  overtures  to  the  government  to  make  a 
further  attempt  to  discover  a  North-west  passage. 

Captain  John  Ross  was  born  at  Stranraer,  a  small  fishing- 
town,  remarkable  for  its  oysters,  on  the  west  coast  of  Scotland. 
He  was  the  youngest  son  of  the  Rev.  Andrew  lloss,  Minister 
of  the  Inch  in  Galloway,  and  has  one  surviving  brother,  Mr 
George  Ross. 

Before  however  entering  on  a  narrative  of  the  circum- 
stances attending  the  last  Voyage  of  Captain  Ross  it  may  be 
well  to  take  a  little  notice  of  the  naval  career  of  this  enter- 
prising officer  from  the  evidence  which  he  gave  before  a 
Committee  of  the  House  of  Commons,  which  no  doubt  will 
be  i*ead  with  much  interest  and  will  serve  as  a  preliminary 
intioduction  to  the  voyage  itself. 

Captain  Ross  stated  to  the  Committee  that  he  entered  the 
naval  service  in  the  year  1786,  being  at  that  time  only  ten 
years  oi'  age,  and  continued  in  the  service  for  four  years,  in 
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the  course  of  which  he  senred  on  board  the  Pearl  and  the 
Impregnable ;  after  which  time  he  entered  into  the  merchant 
service,  and  continued  in  it  until  the  year  1794.  About 
this  time  he  entered  into  the  service  of  the  East  India  Com- 
pany, and  continued  in  their  employment  until  the  year  1799. 
After  this  he  again  returned  to  the  royal  navy,  and  served  in 
the  expedition  to  the  Texel  in  that  year.  Afterwards  he  be- 
came acting  Lieutenant  of  the  Weasel  for  a  season  and  sub- 
sequently went  into  the  Clyde.  He  served  in  different  capa- 
cities under  Lord  de  Saumarez  in  the  Baltic,  from  the  year 
1802  to  the  year  1812,  and  that  noble  and  gallant  Lord 
describes  him  as  having  always  acquitted  himself  to  his,  Lord 
de  Saumarez's,  satisfaction,  in  services  of  an  arduous  nature  in 
which  Captain  Ross  was  then  frequently  engaged.  Indeed 
so  great  was  the  confidence  of  the  admiral  in  the  talents  of 
Captain  Ross,  that  when  the  former  took  the  Swedish  fleet 
under  his  orders,  he  sent  Captain  Ross  on  board  tlie  Swedish 
admiral's  ship  to  interpret  the  British  signals  and  evolution.^, 
and  on  every  occasion  he  acquitted  himself  with  the  utmost 
zeal  and  merit. 

Captain  Ross  commanded  several  vessels  during  the  period 
in  which  he  was  under  the  orders  of  Lord  de  Saumarez,  and 
was  confirmed  a  Lieutenant  in  1805.  He  then  became  first 
lieutenant  of  the  Surinam,  then  of  the  Penelope,  and  after- 
wards of  the  Diomede,  and  of  the  Victory,  the  latter  being 
the  admiral's  own  ship.  Lord  de  Saumarez  in  1809  gave 
him  his  promotion  as  Commander  and  afterwards  intrusted  to 
him  the  command  of  His  Majesty's  ship  Ariel. 

The  king  of  Sweden  conferred  upon  Captain  Ross  the 
order  of  the  Sword,  as  a  testimony  how  highly  the  Swedish 
government  appreciated  his  merit  ;  and  in  every  part  of  the 
Baltic  he  displayed  great  zeal  and  activity  in  making  himself 
acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  those  seas. 

Captain  Ross  was  employed  in  surveying  the  White  Sea, 
and  determined  the  longitude  of  Bear  or  Cherry  Island.  He 
was  several  times  engaged  in  boat  actions,  and  destroyed  a  gun 
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brig  ill  the  Bay  of  Dilutte,  wbtn  in  the  comnmnd  of  the 
Briaeii  brig. 

In  the  night  of  the  S8th  June  181S,  his  lieutenant,  Thomas 
Jonei^  with  a  midshipman  and  18  men,  most  gallantly  attack* 
ed  and  recaptured  an  English  merchant-ship,  lying  in  Pillau 
Roadi,  armed,  in  expectation  of  such  an  attempt,  with  6  guns 
and  4  swivels,  defended  by  a  party  of  French  troops  on  her 
deck,  and  surrounded  by  small  craft  in  the  act  of  receiving 
her  cargo.  In  this  affair,  the  British  had  one  man  killed, 
and  the  midshipman,  one  sailor,  and  one  marine,  wounded. 
The  Briseis  also  captured  Le  Petit  Poncet,  French  privateer, 
of  4  guns  and  23  men,  and  drove  on  shore  three  other  vessels 
of  the  same  description.  Captain  Ross's  subsequent  appoint- 
ments were,  June  7,  1814,  to  the  Actxon,  of  l6  guns; 
August  23,  1815,  to  the  Driver  sloop;  and,  in  1816,  to  the 
command  of  the  first  Polar  expedition  of  the  present  century* 
He  was  wounded  in  thirteen  different  places,  had  both  his 
legs  broken,  received  a  bayonet  wound  througli  the  body, 
and  five  sabre  cuts  in  his  head,  for  which  he  now  receives  the 
well  deserved  pension  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  pounds  a  year. 
From  this  statement  it  may  be  presumed  that  the  essential 
requisites  of  courage  and  perseverance,  so  necessary  in  an 
undertaking  like  that  of  exploring  the  Polar  regions,  was 
fully  possessed  by  the  subject  of  this  memoir. 

A  very  interesting  letter  from  Sir  T.  Button  to  the  Lx)rd 
Secretary  of  State,  Dorchester,  in  the  time  of  James  the  first, 
has  recently  been  discovered  by  Mr.  Lemon  in  the  State 
paper  Office ;  and  having  in  a  preceding  part  of  this  work 
given  an  account  of  the  efforts  of  former  adventurers,  a  literal 
copy  of  this  paper  may  be  acceptable  to  the  reader.  Sir  'l\ 
Button  writes,  *•  First,  whether  there  be  any  likelyhood  or  pro- 
babilitye  to  compass  the  designe, — ^yea  or  noe.  1  o  that  I 
answer,  that  my  opinion  is  nowe,  as  it  ever  hath  bin,  sithence 
my  retome  thence,  and  as  I  then  delivered  it,  with  the  pcrti- 
culer  reasons  of  it,  to  my  Most  Royall  Master,  of  most  famous 
memorye,  that  then  was,  Kinge  James,  that  beinge  under- 
taken in  a  fittinge  waye,  and  a  dewe  season,  I  made,  and  doe 
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make  wm  full  acoounpt  of  the  feambleoes  of  it^  as  I  doe  of  any 
knowne  channell  that  is  best  knowne  to  us  in  these  Norther 
partes,  and  to  be  performed  with  as  littk  dainger,  and  was  soe 
approved  by  His  Matie  to  be ;  who  inforst  as  maoyei  and  as 
important  questions,  for  his  owne  satisfactionsi  as  if  all  the 
best  experienst  marriners  of  the  Christian  World  had  con- 
vented  themselves  togeather,  to  have  drawne  the  intergatories. 
The  same  reasons  have  I  delivered  to  many  most  honorable 
and  knowinge  persons,  and  to  our  best  Mathamatidansy  as 
Mr.  Briggs,  Mr.  Wells,  and  others,  with  all  the  best  masters 
and  mariners  of  our  Kingdome,  as  alsoe  to  others,  both  Holland- 
ers and  French ;  and  in  my  discourse  with  any  on  of  them  all, 
they  never  went  unsatisfied  from  me,  of  the  probabilitie  of  it ; 
and  for  farther  accompt  herein  att  presentt,  I  can  give  non  ; 
but  if  my  Joumall,  Or  any  other  my  notes  or  papers  (with 
ought  ells  in  me)  may  give  His  Matie  any  farther  or  fuller 
satisfaction,  when  I  waight  on  His  Highness,  which  I  hope 
wil  be  much  sooner  then  is  fitt  for  them  to  advaunce  (for  to 
sett  out  too  tymelye,  is  to  faule  too  soone  into  that  danger, 
that  too  late  a  repentance  cannot  healpe  them  out  on)  I  will 
doe  my  best,  out  of  my  auld  experience,  to  affurther  the  good 
of  it,  and  prevent  the  evells  and  inconveniencies  that  pretend- 
inge  men,  of  little  experience,  or  non  att  all,  may  suddenly 
bring  uppon  it ; — for  I  will  bowldlie  saye,  that  whoe  shal  be 
fitt  to  have  the  roanedginge  of  this  unparaleld  busines,  ought 
first  to  be  soe  religiouse,  as  to  hould  his  end  the  happiest, 
that  dyes  for  the  glorye  of  Grod,  the  honor  of  his  Kinge,  and 
the  publique  good  of  his  Countrye ;  all  which,  in  this  designe, 
have  their  severall  and  perticuler  interest ;  and  therefore  he 
must  not  looke  backe  for  feare  of  the  dainger  of  either  un- 
knowne  coastes,  hideouse  stormes,  darke  and  longe  continewed 
mistes,  to  lye  aroonge  and  all  wayes  to  see  more  landes  and 
islands  of  Ice,  than  he  can  see  of  sea,  and  oft  tymes  rocks 
under  him  in  sight,  when  he  shall,  within  thrice  his  ships 
lenght,  fynde  twentye  fathom  water ;  and  to  incounter  this, 
under  favor,  must  he  be  well  armed,  that  shall  undergoe  this 
uusines  ;  for  thrice  sithence  my  bringe  there,  hath  it  bin  at« 
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tempted,  and  for  ought  I  here,  little,  or  rather  I  may  bouldlye 
saje  noe  advauncement  given  to  the  bunoes  ;  therefore 
there  cannot  be  too  much  curiositie  used,  to  putt  it  into  a 
good  and  choise  hand ;  which  I  will  heartilye  praye  may  be 
most  happilye  lighted  on ;  for  wee  live  not  in  the  adge  to 
fynde,  that  they  are  the  most  perfitt,  which  makes  the  glori- 
osts  shewe." 

Apparently  impressed  with  a  strong  conviction  that  it  was 
possible  to  discover  a  passage  through  the  Polar  regions,  and 
not  daunted  by  the  result  of  his  first  expedition  or  the  fai- 
lures that  had  more  recently  occurred,  Captain  Ross  made  a 
proposal  to  the  government,  in  1827,  to  attempt  again  to 
eifect  this  desirable  object.  He  proposed  that  the  voyage 
should  be  undertaken  in  a  steam-vessel,  and  with  this  view  he 
applied  himself  diligently  to  the  study  of  steam  navigation, 
and  wrote  also  a  treatise  on  the  subject.  No  efforts  of  his, 
however,  could  induce  the  government  to  coincide  with  his 
Mrjshes,  and  they  declined  acceding  to  his  proposals.  On  the 
death  of  Lord  Liverpool,  and  Mr.  Canning  becoming  prime- 
minister,  his  present  Majesty  was  appointed  Lord  High 
Admiral,  and  Captain  Ross  took  advantage  of  the  circum- 
stance to  renew  his  application  at  the  Board  of  Admiralty. 
It  is  s^d  that  the  Royal  Duke  was  inclined  to  encourage  the 
project,  but  that  his  council  advised  otherwise,  and  the  appli- 
cation was  ultimately  unsuccessful.  On  the  re-appointment 
of  Viscount  Melville,  to  the  post  of  Chief  Lord  of  the  Admi«> 
ralty,  the  application  was  urged  a  third  time,  but  with  no 
better  success,  the  Board  on  this  occasion  declaring  that  as  a 
government  measure  it  was  useless  to  urge  it  any  more,  as  it 
must  in  that  light  at  least  be  considered  as  abandoned. 

Disappointed  thus  in  all  his  attempts  to  obtain  aid  from 
the  government,  Captain  Ross  had  recourse  to  private  indivi- 
duals, and  made  known  his  wishes  to  Felix  Booth  Esq,  who 
had  been  recently  filling  the  very  honorable  situation  of 
Sheriff  for  the  county  of  Middlesex.  This  application  in  the 
first  instance  failed,  though  subsequently  Captain  Ross  found 
in  this  high  spirited  gentleman,  all  that  patronage  and  pecuni* 
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ary  assistance  which  his  plan  required.  Captain  Ross  then 
applied  to  Mr.  Thornton,  oF  Old  Swan,  a  gentleman  of  a  well 
known  speculative  character,  and  who  gave  at  first  a  listening 
ear  to  his  proposal ;  nothing  however  excepting  a  series  of 
conversations  on  the  subject  took  place  with  Mr,  Thornton, 
and  at  length  their  communications  came  to  an  end. 

By  way  of  encouragement  to  attempt  a  discovery  of  the 
north-west  passage,  parliament  had  offered  a  rewai'd  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds  to  the  first  ship  which  should  dis- 
cover this  passage,  which  sum  was  to  be  paid  by  the  Board 
of  Longitude.  It  appears  that  Mr.  Booth  would  have  been 
disposed  to  assist  Captain  Ross  on  his  first  application,  but 
that  he  felt  unwilling  any  one  should  suppose  that  his  assis- 
tance was  afforded  with  a  view  to  any  ulterior  advantage  to 
himself,  or  that  he  was  moved  by  any  motives  of  private 
speculation,  which  might  have  been  said  while  such  remunera- 
tion was  given.  But,  since  the  first  application  to  Mr.  Booth, 
the  Board  of  Longitude  had  been  dissolved,  and  thereby  the 
offer  of  remuneration  by  that  board  was  virtually  done  away 
with.  In  the  examination  of  Mr.  Booth  before  the  Com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Commons,  Mr.  Booth  said  **  I  had 
known  Captain  Ross  for  some  years,  and  I  undertook  the 
charge  of  the  enterprise  which  he  commanded  for  the  credit 
of  the  country,  and  to  serve  Captain  Ross ;  thinking  that  he 
had  been  slighted  in  the  former  expedition,  and  on  account 
of  ill-natured  reports  which  were  circulated  anonymously 
against  him.  I  conceived  that  there  was  a  cloud  hung  over 
him,  and  he  was  anxious  to  have  the  opportunity  of  going 
out  again.  The  first  time  he  applied  to  me  we  were  looking 
over  the  globe,  and  he  was  explaining  to  me  what  he  had 
done  beforci  1  felt  interested  that  all  discoveries  should  be 
made  by  our  own  countrymen,  and  I  really  was  then  excited, 
and  was  sorry  that  another  expedition  was  not  appointed  to  go 
out  to  explore  the  northern  regions.  He  said  he  should  like  very 
much  to  have  the  opportunity  of  going  out  again,  but  that 
government  would  not  send  out  another  expedition*  I  said  I 
regretted  very  much,  if  that  was  the  case ;  but  did  he  know  it 


S60  ROSS'S    SBCOKD   VOTAOl. 

for  a  cerUdnty  ?  and  he  said.  Not  exactly,  bat  I  will  endecvour 
to  ascertun.  He  then,  I  believe,  had  some  private  oommuiiies* 
tion  with  Lord  Melville,  whether  it  was  thought  they  should 
do  so  or  not    This  was  I  think,  in  the  year  1827 ;  and  Lord 
Melville  told  him  that  there  was  no  intention  at  present  of 
sending  out  any  further  expeditions,  but  he  could  not  say 
what  they   might  do.       Captain   Ross   then    sud   to  me, 
I  should  like  very  much  to  go  out  again,  and  I  think  I  could 
do  it  at  a  small  expense.    He  afterwards  brought  me  a  paper 
containing  his  calculation,  making  it  about  ten  thousand 
pounds.     I  said,  well,  1  should  have  no  objection  to  advance 
ten  thousand  pounds,  if  that  would  be  the  utmost  sum  re- 
quired ;  but  I  siud  I  will  not  engage  in  it  because  there  is 
twenty  thousand  pounds  reward  for  any  person  who  shall 
discover  the  passage,  and  it  would  look  very  much  as  though 
I  had  an  object  in  view.     I  think  it  was  a  twelvemonth  after 
that  he  came  to  me  and  said,  now  it  is  all  over,  the  reward  of 
twenty  thousand  pounds  is  done  away  with,  and  there  is  no 
chance  of  an  expedition  going  out  again.     I  then  said  to  him  I 
am  glad  of  it,  and  that  if  he  wanted  me  to  assist  him  I  was  will- 
ing to  do  so.     He  was  amaxingly  delighted ;  on  which  I  tdd 
him  I  will  assist  you,  but  remember  it  must  be  in  the  utmost 
confidence,  and  I  will  not  do  any  thing  inimical  to  govern- 
ment.    I  asked  him  how  we  could  find  out  whether  that 
would  meet  their  approbation  unless  he  were  to  mention  the 
whole  circumstances ;  and  I  said  I  shall  not  do  any  thing 
unless  it  is  kept  a  profound  secret.      He  then  informed  me 
that  Lord  Melville  was  his  friend,  and  that  he  thought  he  could 
mention  the  matter  to  him  in  confidence,  and  ask  him  whether 
there  would  be  any  objection  to  a  private  individual  fitting 
out  such  an  expedition.     Lord  Melville's  answer  was,  that  be 
eould  not  see  any  objection  to  a  private  individual  fitting  out 
such  an  expedition,  and  that  if  there  were  any  small  things 
lying  at  Woolwich  from  the  former  expedition,  that  would 
be  of  service  to  hifti,  he  should  very  much  like  to  forward 
his  views.'* 

Language  perhaps  can  scarcely  furnish  terms  sufficiently 
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expressive  of  the  noble  snd  patriotic  sentlmcnu,  iDanir«stcd 
by  Mr.  Booth ;  and  future  ages  will  record,  that  a  British 
merchaDt  from  his  own  private  resources  promoted  thii  un- 
derUking,  which  the  goveramenl,  with  all  its  ample  funds 
and  resources,  refused  lo  embark  in. 

Indeed,  this  sum  of  ten  thousand  pounds,  was  not  the  ex- 
tent of  his  generous  aid  to  the  cause  of  science,  and  maritime 
discovery ;  f(»  the  after  charges  which  occurred  in  fitring  out 
the  expediUon,  were  supplied  by  this  disinterested  individual, 
to  the  BOiount  of  between  eighteeu  and  nineteen  thousand 
pounds  in  the  whole- 

The  evidence  given  by  Commander  James  Ross,  the 
nephew  of  Captain  Robh,  is  in  many  instances  contradictory 
to  that  of  Captain  Rom  himself.  The  statement  of  one  is 
<iAea  diametrically  opporite  to  that  of  the  other,  varying  in 
some  of  the  most  essential  points,  not  only  as  to  the  general 
amduct  of  the  expedition,  but  also  to  the  extent  of  Ihe  dis- 
coveries made.  Id  reply  to  a  question  whether  he  accom- 
panied his  uncle  on  the  expedition  to  the  Arctic  seas  as 
second  in  command,  he  repUed,  that  it  was  not  precisely  so^ 
but  that  in  a  great  measure  he  shared  in  the  chief  command 
with  Captain  Ross,  and  that  he  had  the  entire  direction  of 
the  navigation  of  the  ship  without  being  under  Captain  Ross's 
command.  Those  who  have  been  accustomed  to  conuder 
Captain  Ross  as  the  conductor  of  the  expedition,  and  to 
whom  all  the  merit  of  the  discoveries  and  proceedings  of  the 
voyage  have  been  attributed,  will  read  the  following  extracts 
from  the  evidence  of  Commander  James  Ross  with  a  taea^ 
sure  of  Burprite.     He  was  asked — 

"  What  was  the  nature  of  the  agreement  under  which  you 
embarked  in  the  expedition  with  Captain  Ross  ? 

"  There  was  no  written  agreement,  no  specific  agreement, 
but  it  was  quite  understood  that  having  been  so  long  em- 
ployed on  former  similar  voyages,  1  best  understood  the 
nature  of  the  navigaUon  of  those  seas,  and  therefore  that  I 
should  render  some  important  «sustance  to  him  in  his  under> 
taking. 

F.  V.  37.  5  S 
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**  Was  any  stipulation  entered  into  with  Mr.  Booth  for 
your  going  perscmally  on  the  expedition,  as  a  condition  of 
his  asnstanoe  being  given  ? 

^Mr.  Booth  sttd  to  me,  thai  it  depended  only  oo  me 
whether  or  not  he  would  then  decide  whether  the  expeditiaa 
should  go  or  not  *  If  y  smd  he,  'you  decide  that  you  will 
accompany  the  expe^tion,  I  inll  decide  that  the  expedition 
shall  go,  but  if  you  hentate  to  say  whether  you  will  aooom- 
pany  it,  I  must  also  hentate  to  decide/ 

'*  What  pordon  of  the  duties  devolved  upon  you  in  the 
progress  of  the  expedition  ? 

*<  The  conduct  of  the  ship  was  entirely  intrusted  to  my 
care.  I  certainly  conducted  the  expedition  from  its  com- 
mencement to  its  termination^ 

'*  In  the  various  surveys  which  took  place,  what  part  did 
you  take  of  the  geographical  discoveries  made  ? 

^  The  whole  extent  of  geographical  discovery  is,  perhaps^ 
between  six  and  seven  hundred  miles  of  new  land ;  out  of 
that  nx  or  seven  hundred  miles,  probably  about  two  hundred 
miles  were  discovered  by  the  whole  expedition  in  the  ship; 
the  remaining  four  or  five  hundred  miles  were  discovered  by 
myself,  in  the  conduct  of  parties  detached  from  the  ship : 
those  expeditions  were  severally  planned  and  conducted  by 
myself. 

^  Captain  Ross  not  accompanying  you  ? 

'*  Captain  Ross  not  accompanying  me. 

'*  IXd  you  personally  make  the  observations  from  which 
you  inferred  you  had  discovered  the  true  position  of  the  north 
magnetic  pole  ? 

**  I  did  ;  for  two  years  previous  to  the  time  I  went  to  the 
magnetic  pole,  I  was  engaged  in  observations,  necessary  to 
determine  its  exact  position ;  having  ascertained  and  determined 
that  exact  spot,  I  then  conducted  a  party  to  the  point  so  deter- 
mined, and  there  I  made  a  series  of  observations,  by  which  I 
ascertained  that  to  be  the  exact  position  of  the  magnetic  pole, 

"  Did  you  conduct  the  observations  in  Geology,  Natural 
History  and  Botany  ? 
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*^  Such  observations  as  were  made  upoo  those  subjects  were 
of  course  conducted  by  myself. 

*^  When  you  say  you  conducted  them,  do  you  mean  that 
they  were  confided  to  you  by  Captun  Ross  ? 

**  No,  they  came  to  me  as  a  natural  consequence.  I  was  the 
only  person  who  at  all  understood  the  nature  of  those  sub- 
jects, but  I  was  not  ordered  to  undertake  them.  1 .  never 
received  an  order  of  any  kind  from  any  person  in  that  expe- 
dition. 

**  You  say  that  you  and  Captain  Ross  were  coequal } 

^*  No,  I  do  not  say  we  were  quite  coequal.  I  say  I  was 
not  under  his  command,  but  I  do  not  mean  to  say  I  bad  the 
same  voice  as  he  had. 

**  You  did  not  look  upon  yourself  as  under  his  command  ? 

**  Certainly  not,  I  would  not  have  gone  out  under  such 
circumstances. 

^  Had  you  any  authority  over  the  men  i 

**  I  had,  but  it  was  more  of  habit  perhaps  than  any  th^ng 

else. 

**  Could  you  have  changed  the  course  of  the  ship  without 
the  authority  of  Captiun  Ross  ? 

**  Yes,  I  have  frequently  done  so,  but  if  Captcun  Ross  ^ad 
thought  proper  to  have  found  fault  with  any  thing  1  did,  all 
I  should  have  said  would  have  been^  *  you  must  in  future 
conduct  the  expedition  yourself.' 

*^  If  you  and  be  had  differed,  you  have  no  doubt  which 
would  have  been  obeyed  by  the  men  ? 

*^  It  would  not  have  been  right  in  me  to  have  disputed  that 
point  with  him ;  I  never  should  have  thought  proper  to  have 
continued  in  command  of  the  ship,  if  Captain  Ross  wished  to 
assume  the  command. 

^*  With  your  experience  of  naval  matters  in  cases  of  dan- 
ger, do  you  consider  it  possible  there  should  be  two  officers  of 
coequal  power  ? 

^'  No,  the  command  must  devolve  on  one  person. 

^*  On  whom  did  it  devolve? 
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<<  In  all  cases  it  devolved  upon  me,  as  respecting  the 
duct  of  the  ship. 

''The  question  did  not  arise  between  you  and  Captain 
Ross  i 

'*  No,  it  was  quite  understood  between  us  before  we  sailed. 

«*  What  was  understood  ? 

"That  I  should  conduct  every  thing  myself.  Captain  Ross 
might  have  said  if  he  chose,  '  I  do  not  approve  of  this  or 
that/  and  then  I  could  only  have  said,  ^you  must  conduct  rt 
yourself,  both  cannot  do  so.* 

"  That  being  impossible,  a  deference  to  the  one  or  the 
other  being  required,  who  paid  the  deference  ? 

**  Certmnly  1  should  immediately  have  yielded,  but  then 
from  that  moment  I  should  have  ceased  to  command,  and 
left  him  to  conduct  the  expedition  himself. 

"From  whom  did  you  consider  your  authority  to  emanate? 

"  From  Mr.  Booth. 

"Do  you  account  for  this  divided  authority  m  the  ship 
from  your  connexion  with  Mr.  Booth  ;  did  you  consider 
yourself  as  representing  the  more  immediate  interest  of  Mr. 
Booth  in  the  ship  ? 

"  No,  not  at  all. 

"  Tou  have  said  that  Mr.  Booth  would  not  have  engaged 
in  the  expedition  unless  you  were  a  party  to  it  ? 

*'  I  did  not  say  be  would  not,  I  only  repeated  the  conver- 
sation between  him  and  myself ;  he  said  if  I  hesitated  to  go, 
he  would  hesitate  to  say  whether  the  expedition  should  go 
or  not. 

**  Had  you  an  opportunity  of  personal  participation  in  any 
specific  service  to  the  expedition,  by  which  you  consider  that 
the  lives  of  the  people  were  preserved  ? 

"  I  do  not  know  that  I  should  quite  say  that  I  did,  but 
certainly  it  was  essential  to  the  safety  of  the   people,  that  I 
should  leave  them  on  one  occasion.      Accompanied  by  two  of 
the  strongest  of  the  party,  I  advanced  towards  the  Fury*s 
stores,  to  see  whether  they  were  there  or  not,  for  had  they 
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gone  tb^re^thout  finding  the  provisions,  the  whole  or  nearly 
the  whole  party  must  have  perished,  but  by  my  going  and 
returning  with  a  supply  of  prorisions,  I  enabled  them  to 
reach  the  Fury^s  stores. 

'<  What  would  have  been  your  own  fate  if  you  had  not 
found  the  Fury*s  stores  ? 

<<  I  should  still  have  subsisted  on  my  own  personal  exer- 
tions, but  I  could  not  have  rendered  assistance  to  others. 

**  The  preservation  of  discipline  was  perhaps  a  circumstance 
most  necessary  on  such  trying  occasions,  for  the  preservation 
of  the  lives  of  all  parties  concerned,  some  cases  of  insubordina. 
tion  might  have  arisen  probably  ? 

**  There  were  trifling  circumstances  of  insubordination,  but 
very  trifling. 

**  Did  not  Captain  Ross  himself  on  those  occasions  exert  a 
controlling  power  ? 

"  They  seldom  went  to  Captain  Ross,  they  generally  came 
to  me. 

^  Do  you  recollect  any  case,  in  which  Captain  Rom  ex- 
erted his  controlling  power  under  rather  trying  circuni- 
stances  ? 

*<  I  remember  one  circumstance,  after  we  had  abandoned 
our  ship  in  which  Captmn  Ross  did  exert  his  controlling 
power,  but  it  was  only  on  one  occassion. 

<'  Was  not  very  prompt  decision  necessary  on  that  occasion  } 

"  Yes,  certunly. 

''  State  what  Captain  Ross  did  upon  the  occasion  ? 

**  I  was  not  present  upon  that  occasion,  and  only  heard  of 
it.   I  am  not  aware  of  the  circumstances.*' 

With  the  view  of  confirming  or  refuting  the  evidence  of 
Commander  Ross  in  regard  to  the  rank,  which  he  held  on 
board  the  Victory,  Captain  Ross  was  re-examined  by  the 
committee,  and  the  first  question  that  was  put  to  him  was : 

**  With  regard  to  the  command  of  the  expedition,  you  con- 
sidered yourself  in  command  from  b^mnning  to  end  ? 

*'  Certainly. 
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**  Did  you  consider  yourtelf  in  cxummuid  of  Commander 
Ross  as  well  as  the  others  7 

"  Certainly. 

*^  You  considered  him  as  under  your  orders  ? 

••Yes. 

'•  Did  any  agreement  take  place  between  you  and  him  be» 
fore  you  started  ? 

*'  No>  he  said  that  he  would  agree  to  the  agreement  but  it 
was  never  put  into  execution. 

'•  What  was  the  understanding  ? 

'*  The  understanding  was,  that  he  was  to  go  as  second  in 
command. 

**  It  was  not  a  jcnnt  command  i 

**  Not  in  my  idea,  certainly.  1  would  never  enter  on  a 
joint  command  with  any  one;  there  can  be  but  one  com* 
mander  on  board  a  ship. 

^  When  Commander  Ross  left  the  ship,  did  he  go  accord- 
mg  to  his  own  direction  ? 

••  1  gave  him  unlimited  power  to  do  as  he  found  best,  for 
that  must  always  be  done  in  an  unknown  region. 

**  The  authority  emanated  from  you  t 

•<  Yes,  he  could  not  have  gone  without  my  permission. 

•<  Had,  throughout  the  expedition.  Commander  Ross  the 
command  of  the  ship  i 

**  Never,  but  under  my  orders ;  I  allowed  him  to  do  the 
duty  as  first  Lieutenant  I  gave  him  the  command,  which  I 
conceive  a  first  Lieutenant  ought  to  have,  but  he  has  no 
right  to  say  that  he  had  a  joint  command  with  me. 

The  first  Lieutenant  of  a  king's  ship  takes  the  command  ? 
Yes  and  carries  on  the  duty.     I  had  other  things  to  do 
in  many  respects,  and  be  had  power  to  work  the  ship,  and  put 
her  about  without  reference  to  me. 
*^  The  responmbility  rested  with  you  ? 

''  Yes. 

^*  Was  he  amenable  to  you  for  disobedience  of  orders? 

^*  It  would  have  been  mutiny. 
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'*  Do  you  think  it  possible  that  Commander  Ross  should 
have  imagined  he  had  an  independent  command  i 

**'  It  was  imposfflble,  he  must  have  known  discipTme  better 
than  to  suppose  there  could  be  two  commanders  in  one  ship. 

*^  Did  Commander  Ross  ever  assert  an  independence  of 
your  command  P 

^' There  were  arcumstances  of  that  nature  arose,  but  I 
immediately  took  that  part  which  prevented  their  recurrence. 

<'  You  uniformly  asserted  your  own  authority  as  the  com» 
mander  of  the  ship  i 

^*  Yes,  in  every  case,  when  it  came  to  a  desperate  case,  I 
saw  the  necessity  of  taking  nobody's  advice,  and  acted  on 
my  own  decision.  I  never  asked  him  a  question  except  on 
some  rock,  whether  to  go  on  this  or  that  side :  I  refer  to  the 
period  when  we  abandoned  the  ship ;  it  was  life  and  death 
with  us  then,  and  I  found  I  was  more  called  on  to  uphold 
my  authority  than  I  had  been  before,  and  I  was  always  pre- 
sent with  the  people.  In  the  other  case  it  was  necessary  to 
give  Commander  Ross  more  command,  because  he  was  absent 
from  me  with  part  of  the  crew.  There  was  one  particular 
instance  when  the  men  demanded  to  know  what  I  was  going 
to  do,  and  I  said  I  would  not  condescend  to  tell  them,  but 
they  were  to  obey  my  orders,  and  that  the  first  man  that 
refused  it  must  answer  for  the  consequences,  and  1  heard  no 
more  of  it 

'<  He  recdved  no  distinct  authority  from  Mr.  Booth  i 

^*  None  whatever,  he  does  not  even  know  of  my  agree- 
ments with  Mr.  Booth,  he  never  saw  them. 

*^  The  expeditions  he  undertook  were  undertaken  at  your 
suggestion  i 

**  Entirely  of  my  suggestion,  he  did  not  even  know  Mr. 
Booth  until  I  introduced  him. 

'*  Had  Commander  Ross  refused  to  accompany  yoa,  should 
you  have  gone  i 

<'  I  should. 

^  Would  Mr.  Booth  have  consented  t 

"  Certainly  he  would. 
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It  18  impossible  to  reconcile  the  evidence  of  Captain  Roa 
and  Commander  Ross,  and  certainly  had  the  latter  been  able 
to  make  out  his  case  according  to  the  testimony  which  he 
gave,  there  scarcely  remains  a  doubt  that  the  proposed  grant 
would  not  have  been  recommended  by  the  committee,  for  it 
would  have  divested  Captain  Ross  of  the  principal  feature  of 
his  claim.  The  following  examination  of  Mr.  Booth  will 
shew  that  Commander  Ross  must  have  been  actually  labour- 
ing under  a  delusion,  in  supposing  that  any  authority  was 
delegated  to  him  by  that  gentleman,  or  that  he  was  to  be 
considered  in  the  slightest  degree  as  holding  an  independent 
command  in  the  ship. 

In  addition  to  v^hat  hath  been  stated  from  the  evidence 
of  Mr.  Booth  he  says.  <*  It  was  suggested  there  should  be 
two  ships  and  a  second  was  fitted  out,  (the  John,)  but  the 
crew  of  that  vessel  mutinied  in  consequence  of  the  great  delay 
that  had  occurred,  and  they  proceeded  on  without  her ;  the 
proceeds  from  the  sale  of  this  vessel  were  £  1 800,  therefore  my 
advance  now  rests  between  £17,000  and  £18,000.  During 
the  absence  of  the  expedition  I  maintained  the  men's  wives, 
and  expended  about  «£380,  which  has  been  since  stopped  from 
the  men  out  of  the  payment,  which  has  been  made  to  them 
by  government. 

A  member  of  the  committee  asked  Mr.  Booths  '^  To  whom 
did  you  give  the  command  of  the  expedition  ? 

"  To  CapUin  Ross. 

'^  Captain  Ross  was  the  sole  commander  } 

**  Yes,  he  was  the  sole  commander,  with  liberty  to  appoint 
whom  he  pleased  under  him ;  I  only  sidd,  let  them  be  men 
who  will  be  of  great  service.  I  left  the  command  entirely 
to  him. 

^<Did  you  make  any  stipulation  that  Commander  Ross 
should  accompany  him  ? 

**  No,  it  was  the  wish  of  his  uncle,  which  I  thought  a 
very  natural  one ;  his  uncle  said,  he  was  not  doing  any  thing, 
and  was  a  clever  young  man,  and  if  I  had  no  objection,  he 
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should  like  hiin  to  accompany  him,  as  it  might  obtaiD  his  pro- 
motioD. 

<*  Had  Commander  Ross  refused  to  go,  would  you  have, 
sent  the  expedition  ? 

*^  Certainly  I  should. 

*^  If  Captain  Back  had  been  selected  by  Captain  Ross, 
would  he  have  been  equally  acceptable  to  you  ? 

*^  Most  undoubtedly  ;  I  left  it  to  Captain  Ross  to  appoint 
whom  be  pleased  to  accompany  him.  With  regard  to  Com- 
iminder  Ross,  after  I  was  introduced  to  him,  1  told  hira  I  was 
delighted  to  think  he  was  going,  he  having  been  out  in  the 
former  expedition,  and  having  been  in  the  Fury  when  she 
was  lost,  I  thought  he  would  be  of  infinite  service  to  the  ex- 
pedition.* 

The  result  of  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Booth  must  be  consi- 
dered as  a  direct  corroboration  of  that  given  by  Captain  Ross, 
and  consequently  contrary  to  that  which  was  given  by  Com- 
mander Ross.  It  establishes  the  point,  that  Captmn  Ross 
was  in  possession  of  the  chief  and  sole  command  of  the  ex- 
pedition, and  that  Commander  Ross  could  not  regard  him- 
self in  any  other  character  than  that  of  a  subordinate  officer. 

Captain  Back  and  Captain  Hoppner  each  of  them  made 
offers  of  their  services  to  Capt^n  Ross.  Captain  Back's  offer 
was  made  in  Parliament-street,  where  he  met  Captain  Ross 
walking  with  his  nephew,  when  he  said,  **  Will  you  take  me 
on  any  terms;  I  will  go  as  draftsman,  or  any  thing  you 
choose  to  make  me.^'  Captain  Hoppner  made  a  similar  offer, 
verbally  at  first,  and  subsequently  in  writing.  The  following 
is  a  copy  of  Captain  Hoppner's  letter,  with  the  reply  of  Cap* 
tain  Ross: 

^  Mr  Dear  Sir, 

**  As  I  feel  so  much  interested  in  your  noble  enterprise, 
I  cannot  help  expressing  myself  more  explicitly  on  the  sub- 
ject next  my  heart.  If  you  will  accept  of  my  services,  I  am 
ready  to  go  with  you,  in  any  capaciit/y  and  will  make  over  all 
I  am  worth  in  the  world  for  the  advancement  of  your  object* 
P.  V.  87.  S  T 
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I  promise  you  most  implicit  obedience ;  and  will  never  offer 
an  opinion,  unless  required.  Be  assured  of  my  devotion  to 
the  great  and  noble  undertaking,  and 

**  Believe  me 
"  Your  very  humble  Servant, 

"  H.  P.  HOPPNER.'' 

''  R.  N.  Cluby  Bond  Street, 
"  Saturday,  March  21s(." 

'^  P.S-  There  is  no  occupation  so  lowly  that  I  will  not 
undertake." 

REPLY. 

'*  160,  Bond  Street, 
*'  o3rd  March  18^. 
''MtDbar  Sir, 

'^  I  return  you  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  handsome 
manner  in  which  you  have  volunteered  your  services ;  but  my 
arrangements  are  finally  made ;  and  I  regret  that  it  is  there- 
fore out  of  my  power  to  accept  them.  I  am  grateful  for 
your  kind  wishes  of  success ;  and  I  pray  you  to  believe  me 
very  truly 

"  Yours, 

'*  John  Ross." 
*'  To  Captain  Hoppner,  R.  JV." 

Captain  Ross,  however,  naturally  enough  preferred,  even 
to  this  most  disinterested  offer,  that  his  own  nephew  should 
accompany  hint.  He  then  at  once,  all  the  preliminary  ar- 
rangements having  been  made,  proceeded  to  Liverpool,  where 
he  purchased  the  Victory,  which  was  fitted  up  with  engines 
of  peculiar  construction,  so  made  as  to  take  up  the  least  pos- 
sible space.  Some  more  time  was  spent  in  the  preparations ; 
and  at  length,  on  Saturday,  the  ^rd  of  May,  1829>  the  Ftc- 
tory  sailed  from  Woolwich,  on  its  voyage  to  the  North  Seas. 

The  following  arc  the  names  of  the  crew  of  the  Victory,  as 
she  left  this  country  : — 
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Captain  John  Ross,*^ 1st.  m  Command. 

Commander  James  Clarke  Ross,*  •  •  •  2nd.  in  Command 

Mr.  Thom, Purser. 

Mr.  George  M'Diarmid,     Surgeon. 

William  Light.     Steward. 

Thomas  Blanky^  . .  •  •  • Mate. 

Richard  Wall,  and  Anthony  Buck,      Seamen. 

Allan  M'Innes,    ••-•■ •  Second  engineer. 

James  Marslin,    •  •  •  •  •  •  • •■  Armourer. 

John   Park,  Joseph   Curtis,  Johni    ^ 

Wood, -.. J    ^®^^°- 

Robert  Shrewe,    - Carpenter'^s  Mate. 

Henry  Ayre,    •••••••••• Cook. 

Thomas  Abemethie,    ••-•••••  •••*.  Mate. 

Chimham  Thomas, - •  Carpenter. 

Geoge  Taylor,  •••••• ..••-• ...  Mate. 

Alexander  Brunton,     •  • .  •  •  First  engineer. 

Barney  Lackey,    ...••...••  .^  • .  • .  Landman. 

David  Wood,    ••..•• .  •  .^  • •^^  Seaman, 

James  Dixon,  and  George  Baxter,  •  •   Landmen. 


The  following  letter  was  written  by  Captain  Ross  to  Cap- 
tain the  Hon.  George  Elliott,  C.  B.,  chief  secretary  to  the 
Admiralty,  and  dated  on  board  the  Isabella  of  Hull,  Baffin's 
Bay,  September  1833* 

«  On  board  the  Isabella  ofHuU, 
Baffin's  Bay,  September  1833. 

'« SiB, 

<*  Knowing  how  deeply  my  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty  are  interested  in  the  advancement  of  natural 
knowledge,  and  particularly  in  the  improvement  of  geography, 
I  have  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  their  Lord- 
ships, that  the  expedition,  the  main  object  of  which  is  to 
solve,  if  possible,  the  question  of  a  N.  W.  passage  from  the 
Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  particularly  by  Prince  Regent's 
Inlet,  and  which  sailed  from  England  in  May,  1829,  notwith- 
standing the  loss  of  the  foremast  and  other  untoward  circum- 
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BtaiwM  which  obliged  the  vessel  ta  refit  id  Greenlwid,  reacbi 
the  beach  on  which  Mis  Majesty'i  late  afaip  Fury's  bIo 
were  landed,  on  the  ISth  of  August. 

"  We  found  the  boats,  provtnons,  &c,  in  excelJeitt  o 
dition,  but  no  vestige  of  the  wreck.     After  completing  oun 
fuel  and  other  nccessanes,  we  sailed  on  the  14th,  and  on  tht] 
following  morning  rounded  Cape  Garry,  where  our  new  dij 
coveries  commenced,   and  kee])ing  the  western  shure  close  a 
board,  ran  down  the  coast  i»  a  S.W.  by  W.  course,  in  ) 
ten  to  twenty  fathoms,  until  we  had  passed  the  lat.  of  7S*  ifjf, 
in  long.  94°  W.;  here  we  found  a  conEiderable  inlet  leadin 
to  the  westward,  the  examination  of  which  occupied    l*ri 
days :  at  tills  place  we  were  first  seriously  obstructed  by  ic^ 
which   was  now  sure  (seen)  to  extend  from  the  8outh  CbM 
of  the  inlet  in  a  solid  mass  round  by  S.  and  E.   to  E.N.I 
Owing  to  this  circumstance,  the  shallowness  of  the  water,  1 
rapidity  of  the  tide,  the  tempestuous  weather,  the  irregularis 
of  the  coast,  and  the  nuoierous  inlets  and  rocks  for  which  i 
is    remarkable,  our    progress  was  no    less    danijerous    than  ^, 
tedious;  yet  we  succeeded  in  penetrating  into   ilie   lat,  of 
70"  N.  in  long.  92'  W.  when  the  land  after  having  carried 
us  OS  far  E.  as  90°,  took   a    deddcd    westerly   direct 
u'hile  land,  nt  the  distance  of  forty  miles  to  southw 
seen  trending  east  and  wot.      At  this  extreme  point 
gress  was  arrested,  on  the  1st  of  October,  by  an  inipenctrt 
barrier  of  ice.      We,  however,  found  an  excellent  * 
port,  which  we  named  Felix  Harbour. 

"Early  in  January,   1830,  we  had  the  good   furiunetoij 
eslahi'ish  a  friendly  intercourse  with  a  most  interesting 
dalion  of  natives  who  being  insulated  by  nature,  had  nevfli 
before  communicated  with  strangers :  from  them  we  gradusb''! 
ly  obtained  the  important  information   that    wc  had  alreadf  T 
seen  the  continent  of  America  ;  ibat,  about  forty  cniJcE 
S.W.  there  were  two  great  seas,  one  to  the  west,  which  was 
divitled  from  tliat  to  the  cost  by  a  narrow  strait  or  nc'ck  of  land. 
The  verification  of  this  intelligence,  either  way,   on   winch 
our  future  operations  ki  matcriutly  deiKuded,  devolved  on 
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Commander  Ross,  who  volunteered  this  service  early  in  April, 
and  aco6mpanied  by  one  of  the  mates  and  guided  by  two  of 
the  natives,  proceeded  to  the  spot  and  found  that  the  north 
land  was  connected  to  tlie  south  by  two  ridges  of  high  land, 
fifteen  miles  in  breadth ;  but  taking  into  account  a  chain  of 
fresh  water  lakes  which  occupied  the  valleys  between,  the  dry 
land,  which  actually  separates  the  two  oceans,  is  only  five 
miles.  This  extraordinary  isthmus  was  subsequently  visited 
by  myself,  when  (Tommander  Ross  proceeded  minutely  to 
survey  the  sea  coast  to  the  southward  of  the  isthmus,  leading 
to  the  westward,  which  he  succeeded  in  tracing  to  the  99%  or  to 
150  miles  of  Cape  Turnagain  of  Franklin,  to  which  point  the 
land  after  leading  him  into  the  10"  of  N.  lat.  trended  direct- 
ly :  during  the  same  journey  he  also  surveyed  30  miles  of  the 
adjacent  coast,  or  that  to  the  north  of  the  isthmus,  which,  by 
also  taking  a  westerly  direction,  formed  the  termination  of  the 
western  sea  into  a  gulf.  The  rest  of  tliis  season  was  employ, 
ed  in  tracing  the  sea  coast  of  the  isthmus  leading  to  the  east- 
ward, which  was  done  so  as  to  leave  no  doubt  that  it  joined , 
as  the  natives  had  previously  informed  us,  to  Ackullee  and  the 
land  forming  Repulse  Bay.  It  was  also  determined  that  there 
was  no  passage  to  the  westward  for  thirty  miles  to  the  north- 
ward of  our  position. 

'^This  summer,  like  that  of  1818,  was  beautifully  fine,  but 
extremely  unfavouiable  for  navigation ;  and  our  object  being 
now  to  try  a  more  northern  latitude,  we  waited  with  anxiety 
for  the  disruption  of  the  ice,  but  in  vain,  and  our  utmost  en* 
deavours  did  not  succeed  in  retracing  our  steps  more  than  five 
miles;  audit  was  not  until  the  middle  of  November  that 
we  succeeded  in  cutting  the  vessel  into  a  place  of  security, 
which  we  named  <  Sheriff's  Harbour.*  I  may  here  mention 
that  we  named  the  newly  discovered  continent  to  the  south- 
ward, *  Boothia,'  as  also  the  isthmus,  the  peninsula  to  the 
north,  and  the  eastern  sea,  after  my  worthy  friend  Felix 
Booth,  Esq.,  the  truly  patriotic  citizen  of  London,  who  in  the 
most  disinterested  manner  enabled  me  to  equip  this  expedition 
in  a  superior  style. 
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**  The  last  winter  was  in  temperature  nearly  equal  to  th€ 
mean  of  what  had  been  experienced  on  the  four  preceding 
voyages  :  but  the  winters  of  1830  and  1831  set  in  with  a 
degree  of  violence  hitherto  beyond  record,  the  thermometer 
sank  to  92,"*  below  the  freeiing  pcnnt,  and  the  average  of  the 
year  was  10*  below  the  preceding ;  but  notwithstanding  the 
severity  of  the  summer,  we  travelled  across  the  country  to 
the  west  sea,  by  a  chain  of  lakes,  thirty  miles  north  of  the 
isthmus,  when  Commander  Ross  succeeded  in  surveying  fiflj 
miles  more  of  the  coast  leading  to  the  north-west ;  and  by 
tracing  this  shore  to  the  northward  of  our  position,  it  was  also 
fully  proved  that  there  could  be  no  passage  below  the  71st 
degree. 

''This  autumn  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  vessel  only 
fourteen  miles  to  the  north-ward,  and  as  we  had  not  doubled 
the  Eastern  Cape,  all  hopes  of  saving  the  ship  were  at  an 
end,  and  put  quite  beyond  possibility  by  another  very  severe 
winter;  and  having  only  provisions  to  last  us  to  June  1832« 
dispositions  were  accordingly  made  to  leave  the  ship  in  her 
present  port,  which  (after  her)  was  named  *  Victory  Harbour/ 
Provisions  and  fuel  being  carried  forward  in  the  spring,  we 
left  the  ship  on  the  29th  of  May,  1832,  for  Fury  Beach,  being 
the  only  chance  left  of  saving  our  Jives.  Owing  to  the  very 
rugged  nature  of  the  ice,  we  were  obliged  to  keep  either  upon 
or  close  to  the  land,  making  the  circuit  of  every  bay,  thus  in- 
creasing our  distance  of  two  hundred  miles  by  nearly  one 
half,  and  it  was  not  until  the  1st  of  July  that  we  reached  the 
beach,  completely  exhausted  by  hunger  and  fatigue. 

'*  A  hut  was  speedily  constructed,  and  the  boats,  three  of 
which  had  been  washed  off  the  beach,  but  providentially 
driven  on  shore  again,  were  repaired  during  this  month ; 
but  the  unusual  heavy  appearance  of  the  ice  afforded  us  no 
cheering  prospect  until  the  Ist  of  August,  when  in  three 
boats  we  reached  the  ill-fated  spot  where  the  Fury  was  first 
driven  on  shore,  and  it  was  not  until  the  1st  of  September  we 
reached  Leopold  South  Island,  now  established  to  be  the 
north  cast  jwint  of  Amenca,  in  lat,  93'  56',  and  long.  70"  W. 


TO  THE    NORTH  POLE.  875 

From  the  summit  of  the  lofty  mountain  on  the  promoDtory, 
we  could  see  Prince  Regent's  Inlet,  Barrow*s  Strait,  and  Lan- 
caster Sound,  which  presented  one  impenetrable  mass  of  ice, 
just  as  I  had  seen  it  in  1818 ;  here  we  remained  in  a  state  of 
anxiety  and  suspense  which  may  be  eaner  imagined  than  de- 
scribed. All  our  attempts  to  push  through  were  vain.  At 
length,  b«ng  forced  by  want  of  proviaons,  and  the  approach 
of  a  most  severe  winter,  to  return  to  Fury  Beach,  where  alone 
there  remained  wherewith  to  sustain  life>  we  arrived  there  on 
the  7th  of  October,  after  a  most  fatiguing  and  laborious  march, 
hai4ng  been  obliged  to  leave  our  boats  at  Batty  Bay.  Oui 
habitation,  which  connsted  of  a  frame  of  spars,  thirty-two 
feet  by  sixteen,  covered  with  canvass,  was,  during  the  month 
of  November,  inclosed,  and  the  roof  covered  with  snow  from 
four  to  seven  feet  thick,  which  being  saturated  with  water 
when  the  temperature  was  15  degrees  below  zero,  immediate- 
ly took  the  consistency  of  ice,  and  thus  we  actually  became  the 
inhabitants  of  an  iceberg  during  one  of  the  most  severe  winters 
hitherto  recorded  ;  our  sufferings,  aggravated  by  want  of  bed- 
ding, clothing,  and  animal  food,  need  not  be  dwelt  upon.  Mn 
C*  Thomas,  the  carpenter,  was  the  only  man  who  perished  at 
the  beach,  but  three  others,  besides  one  who  had  lost  his  foot, 
were  reduced  to  the  last  stage  of  debility,  and  only  thirteen  of 
our  number  were  able  to  carry  provisions,  in  severe  journeys 
of  sixty-two  miles  each  to  Batty  Bay.  We  left  Fury  Beach 
on  the  8th  of  July,  carrying  with  us  three  sick  men,  who 
were  unable  to  walk,  and  in  six  days  we  reached  the  boats, 
where  the  rick  daily  recovered.  Although  the  qiring  was 
mild,  it  was  not  until  the  Idth  of  August  that  we  had  any 
dheering  prospect,  A  gale  from  the  westward  having  sud- 
denly opened  a  lane  of  water  along  shore,  in  two  days  we 
reached  our  former  portion,  and  from  the  mountain  we  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  dear  water  almost  directly  across 
Prince  Regent^s  Inlet,  which  we  crossed  on  the  17th,  and 
took  shelter  from  a  storm  twelve  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cape 
Tork.  Next  day,  when  the  ga'e  abated,  we  crossed  Ad- 
miralty Inlet,  and  were  detained  six  days  on  the  coast  by 
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a  stroi^  north-east  wind.  On  the  25th  we  crossed  Nary 
Board  Inlet,  and  on  the  Tcdlowing  mornings  to  our  inexprea- 
Bible  joy,  we  descried  a  ship  in  the  offing,  becalmed,  which 
proved  to  be  the  ItabeUa  of  Hull,  the  same  ship  which  I 
commanded  in  1818 :  at  noon  we  reached  her,  when  her  enter- 
prising commander,  who  had  in  rain  searched  for  us  in  Prinoe 
Regents  Inlet,  after  giving  ns  three  cheers,  received  us  with 
every  demonstration  of  kindness  and  hospitality  which  huma* 
nity  could  dictate.  1  ought  to  mention  also,  that  Mr.  Hum* 
phries,  by  landing  me  at  Possession  Bay,  and  subsequently  %m 
the  west  coast  of  Baffin's  Bay,  afforded  me  an  excellent  oppor* 
tunity  of  concluding  my  survey,  and  of  verifying  my  former 
chart  of  that  coast. 

<*  I  have  now  the  pleasing  duty  of  calling  the  attention  of 
their  lordships  to  the  merits  of  Commander  Ross^  who  was 
second  in  command  in  the  direction  of  this  expedition.  The 
labours  of  this  officer,  who  had  the  departments  of  astronomy^ 
natural  history,  and  surveying,  will  speak  for  themselves  in 
language  beyond  the  ability  of  my  pen;  but  they  will  be  duly 
appreciated  by  their  lordships  and  the  learned  bodies  of  which 
he  is  a  member,  and  who  are  already  well  acquainted  with  his 
acquirements* 

*^  My  steady  and  faithful  friend,  Mr.  William  Thorn  of  the 
Royal  Navy,  who  was  formerly  with  me  in  the  Isabella,  besides 
his  duty  as  third  in  command,  took  charge  of  the  meteoit>lo- 
gical  journal,  and  the  distribution  and  economy  of  provisions  ; 
and  to  his  judicious  plans  and  suggestions  must  be  attributed 
the  uncommon  degree  of  health  which  our  crew  enjoyed  ;  and 
as  two  out  of  three  who  died  during  the  four  and  a  half  years 
were  cut  off  early  in  the  voyage  by  diseases  not  p;?culiar  to 
the  climate,  only  one  man  can  be  said  to  have  perished. 

"  Mr.  M'Diarmid,  the  surgeon,  who  had  been  several 
voyages  to  these  regions,  did  justice  to  the  high  recommenda- 
tion I  received  of  him  :  he  was  successful  in  every  amputation 
and  operation  which  he  performed,  and  wonderfully  so  in  his 
treatment  of  the  sick ;  and  I  have  no  he^tation  in  adding, 
that  he  would  be  an  ornament  to  tiis  Majesty's  service. 
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**  Commander  Ross,  Mr.  Thorn,  and  myself,  have  indeed 
been  serving  without  pay,  but  in  oommon  with  the  crew  have 
lost  our  alU  which  I  regret  the  more,  because  it  puts  it  totally 
out  of  my  power  adequately  to  remunerate  my  fellow-sufferers, 
whose  case  I  cannot  but  recommend  for  their  lordships*  con- 
sideration. 

**  We  have,  however,  the  consolation,  that  the  results  of 
this  expedition  have  been  conclusive,  and  to  science  highly 
important,  and  may  be  briefly  comprehended  in  the  following 
words:  the  discovery  of  the  Gulf  of  Boothia,  the  Continent 
and  Isthmus  of  Boothia  Felix,  and  a  vast  number  of  islands, 
rivers,  and  lakes;  the  undeniable  establishment  that  the 
north-eastern  point  of  America  extends  to  the  74th  degree  of 
north  latitude ;  valuable  observations  of  every  kind,  but  par- 
ticularly on  the  magnet ;  and,  to  crown  all,  we  have  had  the 
honour  of  placing  the  illustrious  name  of  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  William  the  Fourth  on  the  true  position  of  the 
magnetic  pole. 

*^  I  cannot  conclude  this  letter,  ar,  without  acknowledging 
the  important  advantages  we  obtained  from  the  valuable  pub- 
lications of  Sir  Edward  Parry  and  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  the 
communications  kindly  made  to  us  by  those  distinguished  offi- 
cers before  our  departure  from  England. 

'^But  the  glory  of  this  enterprise  is  entirely  due  to  Him 
whose  divine  favour  has  been  most  especially  manifested  to- 
wards us,  who  guided  and  directed  all  our  steps,  who  merci- 
fully provided  effectual  means  for  our  preservation,  and  who, 
even  after  the  devices  and  inventions  of  man  had  utterly 
failed,  crowned  our  hunble  endeavours  with  complete  success 

^<  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c., 

**  John  Ross,  Captain  R.N.** 

This  statement  is  truly  modest,  plain,  simple,  and  affecting ; 
and  its  assertions,  according  to  the  report  of  the  Parliamentary 
CommitteCi  are  fully  confirmed,  as  far  as  they  have  been  examin- 
ed by  the  evidence  which  appeared  before  them  ;  and  is  sup« 
ported  by  the  opinions  of  Captain  Beaufort,  hydrographer  to 

P.  V.  37.  5  U 
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the  Admiralty ;  of  Mr.  Children,  one  of  the  seoretaries  of  the 
Royal  Society,  and  of  Professor  Barlow,  who  hat  made  the 
magnetic  Tariations  his  particular  study. 

After  inspecting  several  vessels,  Captain  Ross  finaQy  pur* 
chased  the  Victory,  which  was  originally  a  Liverpool  tradet-^ 
and  in  March  1829  she  was  taken  into  Mr.  Fletcher^s  dock  at 
Limehouse,  in  order  that  she  might  undergo  such  alterations 
and  repairs  as  were  considered  necessary.  It  being  the  deter- 
mination of  Captain  Ross  that  his  vessel  should  combine  the 
advantages  of  8te«im  power  with  that  of  a  sailing  vessel,  boil* 
ers  for  Uiat  purpose  were  erected  occupying  so  small  a  space 
that  they  were  fixed  between  the  engines ;  the  consumption 
of  fuel  was  one  half>  and  the  weight  of  the  engines  one  fourth 
of  tliose  generally  in  use.  It  was  also  so  constructed  that  a 
chimney  could  be  dispensed  with,  leaving  the  deck,  masts  and 
rig^ng  wholly  unincumbered. 

On  the  2drd  of  May  18^  the  Victory  lefl  Limehouse, 
and  sailed  down  the  nver.  At  Deptford  several  useful  arti« 
cles  from  His  Majesty^s  dock  yard,  were  put  on  board,  which 
it  was  thought  would  prove  conducive  to  the  health  and  com- 
fort of  the  crew  when  they  arrived  in  more  northern  latitudes. 
At  Woolwich  the  crew  were  paid  their  wages  in  advance,  and 
the  vessel  proceeded  down  the  river  amidst  the  acclamations 
of  multitudes.  The  weather  was  calm  and  serene,  and  the 
colours  fluttered  in  the  breeze  :  they  were  the  handy  work 
of  a  lady  who  was  an  ardent  admirer  of  the  spirited  conduct 
of  Captain  Roi»s.  At  this  place  they  received  from  His  Ma* 
jesty^s  dock  yard,  a  fine  launch  and  two  boats,  which  had  been 
out  with  Captain  Franklin,  together  with  all  their  stores. 

At  Gravesend  they  took  a  pilot  on  board ;  and,  at  Margate, 
Sherifi*  Booth  and  other  friends  who  had  come  down  were  put 
on  shore,  and  bade  a  final  farewell  to  their  gallant  friends, 
after  wishing  them  a  prosperous  voyage,  and  happy  return  to 
their  native  land. 

On  the  25th  the  Victory  passed  the  Portland  lights,  mak. 
ing  but  slow  progress.  On  the  Srd  of  June,  they  passed 
Holyhead,  but  the  engine  proving  defective,  they  put  into 
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port  Douglas  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  where  Captain  Ross  went 
OD  shore,  and  the  vessel  was  quickly  crowded  with  visitors ; 
Captain  Ross  and  Commander  James  Ross,  were  invited  to 
dine  with  the  governor,  and  they  remained  here  until  the  7th» 
when  they  made  sail  for  Port  Logan  in  North  Britain. 

On  the  8th  of  June  a  serious  accident  happened  to  Williai^" 
Hardy  the  stoker,  whose  arm  was  nearly  torn  off  by  one  of  the 
spur  wheels,  and  which  rendered  amputation  necessary.  He 
was  sent  on  shore  to  Ciq>tain  Ross's  bouse  at  Stanraer.  It 
was  afterwards  found  necessary  for  him  to  undergo  the  pun- 
ful  operation  of  amputation  a  second  time. 

It  was  the  plan  of  Captain  Ross  that  a  second  vessd,  laden 
with  certain  stores  which  might  be  necessary,  should  aconn- 
pany  him  as  far  as  a  certain  latitude,  and  then  sbippbg  the 
stores  on  board  the  Victory,  she  should  act  as  a  trading 
vessel,  procure  a  cargo  of  oil  or  other  commodities,  and 
return  home.  For  this  purpose  he  engaged  a  vessel  called 
the  John,  and  which  accompanied  him  thus  far  on  his  voy* 
age.  The  season  however  was  now  so  far  advanced  that 
tlie  prospect  of  their  deriving  any  advantage  from  the  whale 
fishery  was  very  dubious ;  a  suspicion  therefore  arose,  in  the 
minds  of  the  crew  of  the  John,  that  to  them  it  would  be  an 
unproductive,  and  perhaps  also  a  very  hazardous  voyage ;  in« 
asmuch  as  the  John  was  not  equipped  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
contend  with  many  of  the  difficulties  which  ships  may  expect 
to  meet  with  if  they  remain  at  a  late  part  of  the  season  in 
tliose  dangerous  seas,  among  fields  of  ioej  and  without  pos* 
sessing  a  sufficient  portion  of  those  things  neeessary  for  them 
to  meet  the  rigour  of  the  climate.  Under  these  impressions 
of  mind,  the  crew  of  the  John  desired  Captain  Ross  to  enter 
into  an  engagement  not  to  require  them  to  sail  beyond  a  cer- 
tain latitude.  To  these  requiritions  Captain  Ross  objected, 
and  the  crew  of  the  John  refused  to  proceed  on  their  voyage. 
Under  this  state  of  embarrassment.  Captain  Ross  enquired  of 
the  crew  of  the  Victory  if  they  were  willing  to  proceed,  and 
was  happily  relieved  from  hb  anxiety,  by  a  ready  assent  from 
every  man  on  board.     Every  exertion  was  now  made  to  re-  , 
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move  tlie  stores  from  the  John,  and  which  having  been  effect- 
edy  on  the  13th  they  proceeded  on  their  intended  voyage. 

The  24th  being  Captain  Rosa's  birthday,  one  of  the  but* 
focks  was  killed,  and  an  extra  allowance  of  grog  issued  to 
commemorate  the  event.  A  number  of  birds  were  now  seen 
which  indicated  their  approach  to  land.  On  the  28th  being 
Sunday,  the  crew  attended  divine  service,  a  practice  which 
Captain  Ross  continued  to  adopt  whenever  the  weather  and 
the  duties  of  the  service  permitted.  On  the  Ist  of  July  a 
suit  of  warm  clothing  was  issued  to  each  of  the  crew,  together 
with  such  other  necessaries  as  would  be  required  for  their 
protection  against  the  inclemency  of  the  climate,  which  now  it 
was  to  be  expected  they  would  shortly  have  to  contend  with. 

On  the  8th  of  July  the  first  land  was  seen,  and  many  birds 
were  seen  of  different  kinds,  many  of  which  were  shot  by  the 
crew ;  several  fish  were  seen  on  the  9th,  and  on  the  lOth  the 
provisions  which  had  been  removed  from  the  John  to  the 
launch  were  taken  out,  from  a  fear,  that  as  they  were  ap- 
proaching the  ice,  some  acddent  might  occur  by  which  the 
stores  might  be  lost. 

On  the  18tl]  the  first  ice-berg  was  seen.  The  land  being  in 
sight,  a  boat  was  sent  out  for  the  purpose  of  loading  her  with 
ice,  as  they  were  not  only  very  short  of  water,  but  it  was  also 
required  for  the  steam  engine.  A  cargo  of  ice  was  according- 
ly obtained,  and  every  effort  used  to  urge  the  vessel  on  her 
way  ;  a  fair  wind  springing  up,  all  sail  was  set,  a  brig  was 
seen  standing  in  for  the  land  ;  a  number  of  whales  were  also 
seen,  one  of  which  came  so  near  the  ship  that  it  was  fired 
at,  but  the  shot  did  not  appear  to  have  taken  effect 

The  steam  engine  appears,  through  the  whole  of  the  voy. 
age,  to  have  been  very  defective  in  its  operations.  On  the 
17ih,  some  of  the  apparatus  suddenly  gave  way,  and  on  ex- 
amining where  the  defect  lay,  it  was  ascertained  that  two  of  the 
pipes  in  the  fore  and  aft  boiler  had  burst.  Captain  Boss,  the 
engineers,  and  the  armourers  were  up  all  night  to  repair  the 
damage,  and  water  was  afterwards  pumped  into  them  to  try 
their  capability,  but  they  were  found  as  useless  as  ever.     A 


number  of  whales  were  seen  at  s  distance,  plajring  about  a 
lai^  ice-berg,  apparently  by  (heir  motions  in  search  of  their 
prey,  and  fishing  line*  were  put  overboard,  by  which  several 
halibut  and  cod  were  caught 

On  the  S3rd  the  ship  was  close  in  with  Wylic  Ford,  and 
sent  a  boat  on  shore  to  look  for  a  harbour.  At  three  o'dock 
Commander  James  Ross  returned,  and  took  the  ship  into  an 
excellent  harbour,  and  made  her  fast  to  the  rocks  in  three 
fathoms  water. 

The  Governor  of  the  place,  and  the  minister  came  on  board 
to  viut  the  Captiun  on  the  following  day,  and  took  breakfast 
with  them  :  Commander  James  Ross  afterwards  accompanied 
the  party  to  land.  They  here  learned  that  one  of  the  Green- 
land fishing  vessels,  named  the  Rockwood,  lay  a  wreck  in- 
side the  harbour ;  and  Captun  Ross  being  in  want  of  many 
things  with  which  he  could  be  supplied  from  the  wreck  of  this 
vessel,  he  entered  into  a  negotiation  with  the  governor  for  the 
purehase  of  the  stores  of  this  vessel.  The  terms  being  agreed 
to,  the  Victory  was  taken  to  the  place  where  the  Rockwood 
lay,  for  the  more  convenient  and  speedy  shipment  of  her 
stores. 

On  the  35th  a  few  Esquimaux  came  on  board  and  exchang- 
ed a  variety  of  articles  for  skins  and  warm  clothing ;  they 
also  procured  a  quantity  of  warm  clothing  from  the  governor, 
with  whom  Captiun  Ross  and  his  nephew  dined.  On  the 
following  day,  all  things  being  prepared,  the  vessel  shipped 
her  anchor  and  got  under  way.  The  governor  and  the  min- 
ister of  the  place  accompanied  the  vessel  out  of  the  harbour, 
when  they  took  th^r  leave,  giving  the  Victory  three  cheers, 
which  were  returned  by  the  Victory  with  a  salute  by  three 
bombs. 

On  the  27th  the  second  bullock  was  killed,  it  becoming  ne- 
cessary in  consequence  of  the  shortness  of  food,  calculated  lur 
its  support,  and  from  the  severity  of  the  weather,  which  in  all 
probability  would  have  occononed  ita  death.  On  this  day 
Wood,  me  of  the  seamen,  bad  the  misfntune  to  break  his  leg 
as  he  was  getting  into  the  boat  and  wbUethe  ship  was  hove  to 
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in  order  to  get  bim  on  board,  tbe  fore-top  mast  was  carried  away. 
Fortunately  tbey  bad  obUuned  another  fore-top  mast  from  the 
wredc  of  the  Rock  wood,  and  dealing  tbe  other  away,  soon  sup- 
plied its  place. 

On  the  S8th  tbey  made  tbe  island  of  Disco,  and  on  the 
following  day,  steering  a  N.N.W.  course,  they  kept  a  look 
out  for  Lancaster  Sound.  On  the  same  evening  a  cask 
was  picked  up  marked  Jane,  which  it  was  supposed  belonged 
to  a  vessel  of  that  name  which  had  been  lost.  The  weather 
was  now  remarkably  fine,  and  although  tbe  Victory  was  now 
in  the  same  latitude  and  longitude  as  that  wherein  the  Hecla 
and  tbe  Fiuy  were  beset  in  the  ice,  yet  as  far  as  the  eye  could 
reach,  the  sea  appeared  to  be  perfectly  clear  of  ice. 

On  tbe  Slst  the  west  land  of  Davis's  Straits  was  seen,  am) 
the  ship  sailed  with  a  fine  fair  wind,  but  it  afterwards  beoom-^ 
ing  calm,  the  steam  was  got  up.  One  of  tbe  boilers  however 
proved  leaky ;  notwithstanding  which  the  fire  was  kept  in  all 
night,  though  the  attempt  was  of  little  use,  for  although  no 
impediment  presented  itself  by  the  ice  to  the  free  navigation 
of  the  vessel,  the  rate  of  progress  did  not  exceed  two  knots 
an  hour ;  indeed  the  engine  was  so  continually  in  fault  from 
different  circumstances  that  no  progress  could  be  made  with 
it 

On  tlie  10th  of  August  they  entered  Prince  Regent^s  Inlet, 
and  on  the  following  day  came  in  sight  of  Prince  Leopold's 
Islands.  On  the  evening  of  the  ISth  they  had  a  view  of  th^ 
place  where  the  Fury  was  abandoned.  The  ship  now  stood  in 
for  the  land,  a  boat  sounding  a^head  of  the  ship  all  the  way 
until  they  arrived  at  the  Fury^s  stores.  AH  the  officers  of  the 
ship  went  on  shore,  but  no  vestige  of  the  Fury  remained.  On 
examining  the  stores  which  had  been  left  by  the  Fury  they 
were  found  to  be  in  sound  condition,  and  this  put  the  crew  of 
the  Victory  in  high  spirits,  and  they  humorously  styled  their 
present  atuation  the  North  Pole  Victualling  Yard.  They 
were  furnished  with  a  good  supper  from  the  preserved  meats 
which  were  found  on  tbe  beach,  and  declared  them  to  be  in 
most  excellent  condition.    All  hands  were  now  set  to  work  to 
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remove  some  of  the  stores  on  board  the  Victory,  and  she  was 
as  it  might  be  smd  re-yictualled  from  the  present  resources* 

Four  years  had  intervened  ance  the  Fury  was  abandoned, 
uring  which  period  the  stores  had  been  lying  on  the  beach 
exposed  to  the  severity  of  four  polar  winters.  Notwithstand- 
ing these  circumstances,  all  was  in  excellent  condition^  except* 
ing  the  bread,  which  was  partially  spcnled,  being  musty  whera 
the  weather  had  penetrated,  but  towards  the  middle  of  the 
casks  it  was  in  good  condition. 

Having  thus  replenished  the  stores  of  the  Victory  from 
diese  resources,  she  left  Fury  Point,  sailing  along  land  which 
had  not  been  discovered.  On  the  16th  they  came  to  an  is- 
land, which  being  beyond    the  latitude    to  which  Captain 

Parry  had  sailed,  and  consequently  now  first  discovered, 

the  officers  went  on  shore  and  took  formal  possession  of  the 
country  for  his  Majesty  Kmg  George :  the  silk  colours  were 
hoisted,  three  cheers  were  given,  and  the  whole  of  the  crew 
remuning  on  board  answered  the  cheers.  The  latitude  of  the 
island  was  71^  north. 

On  the  18th,  while  suling  among  loose  ice,  a  young  whale 
came  and  played  around  the  ship,  when  one  of  the  seamen 
struck  her  with  a  lance,  but  there  being  no  line  to  the  lance 
she  plunged  away  and  escaped.  While  sailing  through  tlie 
ice  it  was  evident  that  the  strain  on  the  vessel  was  almost  more 
than  she  could  bear,  but  it  was  only  by  carrying  a  press  of 
sail  that  she  could  now  make  her  way  through  the  ice,  and  Che 
choice  of  evils  alone  was  left,  rither  to  run  the  diance  of  car- 
rying away  some  of  the  masts  and  rigpng^  or  to  aufier  the 
ship  to  be  beset  in  the  ice  and  the  season  was  fiut  closing  up* 
on  them.  Two  bears  were  seen  on  the  ice,  one  of  wUoh  was 
severely  wounded,  but  it  got  away.  Several  whales  also  were 
seen,  but  at  too  great  a  distance  to  be  attacked. 

On  the  15th  of  September  the  approach  of  winter  was  an- 
nounced by  a  fall  of  snow ;  the  proqiect  was  dreary  and  could 
not  be  looked  at  but  with  some  measure  of  cheerless  coneero. 
They  had  not  however  met  with  any  impenetrable  banner  to 
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their  progreM,  and  two  circumstances  of  peculiar  good  fortune 
had  attended  them;  the  first  was  the  possession  of  the  stores 
of  the  Rockwood,  and  the  other,  that  of  finding  the  provi- 
sions of  the  Fury  in  such  excellent  condition.  A  great  par' 
of  the  Fury^s  stores  still  remained  untouched  on  the  beach, 
so  that  in  case  of  necessity  they  had  only  to  return  to  that 
spot  and  they  would  obtidn  the  supply  they  might  be  in  want  of. 

At  this  time  the  ship  was  surrounded  by  closely  packed  ice 
and  was  moored  to  an  ice-berg.  On  the  morning  of  the  18th 
one  of  the  bergs  got  afloat,  and  they  were  obliged  to  moor 
the  ship  afresh.  Captain  Ross  and  his  nephew  went  on  shore, 
and  ascended  a  high  hill  to  take  a  more  particular  view  of  their 
situation.  The  sea  appeared  open  before  them  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  reach ;  but  the  ship  lay  tossing  at  the  edge  of  the 
floe  without  any  prospect  of  being  liberated  at  present,  the 
ice  forming  a  complete  blockade.  It  was  determined  there* 
fore  to  attempt  sawing  a  passage  through  the  ice.  This  at- 
tempt was  immediately  put  into  practice,  and  by  noon  they 
had  sawn  nearly  to  the  ship,  and  she  was  now  held  only  by 
a  small  floe  which  was  attached  to  the  ground  ice.  The  ship 
was  then  made  fast  to  a  berg  which  was  moving  to  the  N.E. 
by  a  five  inch  hawser ;  but  this  attempt  was  unsuccessful  and 
broke.  After  this  all  hands  were  turned  out  with  axes  and 
handspikes,  which  fortunately  accomplished thdir  purpose.  The 
ship  was  immediately  got  under  weigh,  and  before  night  thej 
SMled  ten  miles. 

On  the  27th  it  blew  very  hard  from  the  north,  but  the  situ- 
ation of  the  ship  protected  her  in  a  great  degree.  It  now  be- 
gan to  occupy  their  attention  where  they  should  take  up 
their  winter  quarters.  It  was  on  the  28th  of  September,  1624, 
that  Captain  Parry  went  into  Port  Bowen  with  the  Hecla  and 
Fury,  and  did  not  leave  it  until  the  26th  of  July  following. 
It  was  very  reasonable  therefore  to  suppose  that  their  labours 
were  fast  drawing  to  a  close  for  this  season ;  Captain  Ross  and 
Commander  James  Ross,  set  out  to  discover  a  proper  harbour 
for  the  winter,  but  returned  unsuccessful.     They  .<^aw  the  im« 
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preulon  of  the  leet  of  MTeral  animals,  among  others  tliat  of  a 
bear  which  measured  thirteen  inches  and  a  half  in  breadth  and 
fourteen  inches  and  a  half  in  length.  But  that  which  afforded 
them  the  most  satisfaction,  were  the  remains  of  an  Esquimaux 
hut  which  had  been  recently  built,  and  which  cheered  them 
with  the  hope  that  a  tribe  of  those  people  were  rending  some- 
where near,  and  that  the  ship's  company  might  have  inter- 
course with  them  during  the  winter.  The  day  following,  as 
Commander  James  Boss  and  the  surgeon  were  exploring  the 
country,  they  observed  a  trap  which  had  been  very  lately 
made  for  the  capture  of  some  of  the  animals,  and  this  con- 
firmed them  in  the  conviction  that  some  of  the  native  inha- 
bitants were  not  far  distant. 

From  the  state  of  the  weather,  it  began  to  be  evident  that 
their  winter  quarters  was  the  place  of  their  present  dcsUna- 
tion.  They  had  now  been  five  days  in  their  present  porition, 
which  was  about  seven  miles  from  the  land,  and  the  ice  had 
connderably  increased  in  thickness.  The  aurora  boreatis  were 
now  very  prevalent,  and  increased  in  number  and  brilliancy 
as  the  season  advanced,  forming  a  splendid  arch  over  the  hea- 
vens, and  running  inlo  each  other  with  inconceivable  velocity. 
The  internal  motion  appears  as  a  sudden  glow,  bursting  forth 
in  various  parts  of  the  arch  somewhat  Ulte  the  ignition  of 
combustible  matter.  Some  of  these  streams  of  light  are  in 
soft  tines  like  rays,  others  are  waving  and  in  all  sorls  of  irre- 
gular figures,  and  have  in  consequence  obtained  the  name  of 
the  merry  dancers. 

The  aurora  horealis  begins  to  appear  in  October,  and  con- 
tinues till  May,  but  are  strongest  from  November  till  March, 
continually  succeeding  each  other,  scxnetimes  for  several  days, 
and  at  other  times  only  appearing  for  a  few  minutes. 

They  now  commenced  dismantling  the  ship  and  fitting  up 
their  winter  quarters.  All  the  sails  were  unbent,  and  she  was 
literally  stripped.  An  accident  happened  to  one  of  the  men, 
as  they  were  taking  the  engine  to  pieces,  which  confined  htm 
to  his  hammock  and  deprived  the  party  of  his  services.  On 
taking  an  account  of  their  stores,  it  wm  found  that  tliey  had 
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thirty  months'  provisions  on  board,  and  eighteen  chaldrons  of 
coke  and  coals.  The  small  quantity  of  the  latter  made  it  evi* 
dent  that  the  engine  could  not  be  mudi  longer  used,  even  if  it 
could  be  fitted  together  again  after  having  been  taken  to 
pieces.  On  the  l4th  of  October  there  was  a  heavy  fall  of 
snow,  which  interrupted  the  crew  in  their  operations. 

By  this  time  the  berth  for  the  ship's  company  was  complet- 
ed ;  but  when  compared  with  the  accommodations  provided 
for  the  Hecia  in  her  voyage,  they  were  of  a  very  inferior  cha* 
racter.  The  heaviest  parts  of  the  engine  were  conveyed  on 
shore,  but  in  attempting  to  get  the  boilers  up  the  hatchway, 
they  were  found  too  large  to  pass.  To  suflTer  them  to  remain  on 
board  would  be  occupying  a  space  which  could  not  be  spared, 
and  as  no  alternative  remained  they  were  cut  into  halves. 
During  intervals  of  cessation  from  labour,  the  crew  occupied 
themselves  in  settmg  traps  to  catch  the  different  animals,  the 
skins  of  which  served  them  for  clothing. 

The  time  of  the  crew  was  now  occupied  in  making  tbe 
ship  as  comfortable  as  possible.  The  steward's  room  was  re* 
moved  and  a  communication  formed  from  the  cabin  to  the 
ship^s  company's  berth,  whereby  any  of  the  seamen  might 
converse  with  the  officers  without  going  upon  deck.  The 
housing  and  banking  up  the  ship  with  snow,  continued  to  oc* 
cupy  the  time  of  the  seamen,  but  the  wind  blowing  a  heavy 
gale  with  storms  of  snow,  they  were  often  interrupted  in  their 
labour  from  the  severity  of  the  season,  till  at  length  their  ope* 
rations  for  securing  the  ship  in  Felix  harbour  ceased. 

Strong  gales  came  on  in  November,  and  the  crew  took  that 
exercise  on  deck  which  was  needful  to  preserve  their  health. 
From  the  heat  which  was  kept  up  between  decks  the  snow  pe- 
netrated the  boards,  and  to  prevent  this  a  layer  of  gravel  was 
placed  between  the  snow  and  the  up|)er  deck. 

Notwithstanding  tbe  rigour  of  the  season,  the  officers  went 
out  with  guns  in  search  of  game  and  killed  several  grouse,  some 
ptarmigans,  a  kittiwake  gull,  and  several  other  birds. 

On  the  ISth  of   November  an  acddent  occurred  by  the 
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f>reakiDg  of  the  ice  in  a  manner  quite  unexpected,  which  had 
like  to  have  been  of  serious  consequence.  A  number  of  arti- 
cles which  were  intended  to  be  taken  on  shore,  were  hoisted 
out  of  the  ship  and  laid  upon  the  ice,  which  it  was  presumed 
was  sufficiently  able  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  articles  laid  upon 
it.  A  gale  had  been  blowing  from  the  west,  but  no  one  enter- 
tained an  idea  that  it  would  affect  the  capability  of  the  ice  to 
sustain  what  had  been  placed  on  it ;  but  presently  the  ice 
gave  a  sudden  shock,  and  the  water  came  pouring  through, 
overwhelming  the  various  articles  which  were  to  be  conveyed 
on  shore.  Great  anxiety  and  concern  filled  every  breast  lest 
tlie  articles  should  be  lost,  or  become  frozen  into  the  ice.  An 
accident  like  this  had  never  occurred  during  any  of  the  pre- 
ceding voyages ;  but  on  this  occasion  they  fortunately  recover- 
ed almost  the  whole  of  the  articles  from  their  perilous  situa- 
tion and  conveyed  them  safe  to  land. 

On  the  following  day  the  sun  took  his  final  departure  for 
the  season,  and  no  more  appeared  above  the  horizon.  All  now 
appeared  bleak  and  dreary,  and  the  only  living  creatures  to  be 
seen  were  the  crew  and  their  dogs.  It  is  almost  incredible  at 
what  a  distance  two  persons  might  now  bold  converse  with  each 
other;  in  a  common  tone  of  voice  it  could  be  heard  at  a  dis- 
tance of  more  than  a  mile.  A  sea  unicorn  was  seen  at  a  short 
distance,  and  three  of  the  crew  contrived  to  approach  it  within 
gun-shot,  and  firing  altogether  killed  it.  This  was  the  first  of 
the  kind  they  had  seen,  and  on  conveying  it  on  board  they  mea- 
sured it  and  found  it  to  be  twenty-two  feet  long  and  twelve 
feet  round.  1'he  tusk  was  entire.  This  creature  swims  with 
great  swiftness,  but  like  other  cestaceous  animals  cannot  con* 
tinue  long  under  water.  It  is  a  formidable  enemy  to  the 
whale,  and  the  tusk  is  highly  prized.  The  throne  of  the 
king  of  Denmark  b  surrounded  with  rows  of  these  horns ; 
and  six  hundred  thousand  dollars  were  given  by  a  German 
prince  for  a  single  horn. 

On  the  30th  of  November  the  officers  went  on  a  shooting 
excursion,  but  were  not  very  successful,  as  they  only  killed 
one  bird.    The  crew  had  been  some  time  employed  in  form- 
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ing  8  wall  of  snow  on  the  south  nek  of  the  ship,  so  that  fhe 
interval  between  the  wall  and  the  ship,  was  occupied  by  the 
crew  in  taking  bodily  exercise. 

An  observatory,  which  had  been  for  some  time  erecthig  <m 
an  adjcnning  hill,  was  completed  on  the  9th  of  December. 
The  men  cut  out  large  square  slabs  of  snow,  which  they 
worked  off  in  a  very  neat  manner,  and  when  placed  in  the 
order  necessary,  it  had  all  the  appearance  of  a  handsome 
piece  of  masonry.  At  this  jiace  Captain  Ross  and  Com- 
mander James  Ross  usually  passed  the  morning  when  Uie 
weather  would  permit 

The  year  was  now  drawing  to  a  close  ;  Christmas  day  was 
at  hand,  and  it  was  resolved  to  spend  it  after  the  custom  of 
th&T  friends  at  home,  and  that  roost  beef  and  plumb  pudding 
should  adorn  their  festive  board.  With  a  view  also  that  game 
should  form  one  of  the  appendages,  the  officers  went  out  on  a 
shooting  expedition  on  the  S4th ;  they  only  saw  however  two 
hares,  and  missed  killing  either  of  them. 

Nearly  five  years  had  now  elapsed,  since  the  stores  of  the 
Fury  were  placed  on  the  beach,  and  no  doubt  those  who 
placed  them  there  little  expected  that  they  would  become  the 
source  of  a  Christmas  festival,  at  a  period  so  distant ;  but  so 
it  waSy  and  roast  beef  and  plum  pudding  were  prominent 
dishes  on  the  present  occasion  ;  a  pie  made  of  the  preserved 
meats  also  graced  the  festive  board,  and  to  all  this  was  added 
three  half-pints  of  rum  to  each  mess. 

On  the  27th,  it  being  Sunday,  divine  service  was  perform- 
ed ;  and  in  the  course  of  the  day,  a  school  having  been  esta- 
blished, the  several  pupils  were  examined  as  to  their  profici- 
ency in  the  acquirements  of  reading  correctly. 

The  new  year  commenced  with  weather  extremely  mild 
for  the  season,  and  an  extra  allowance  of  grog  and  of  pre- 
served meats  were  issued  out  to  the  crew,  who  passed  the  day 
in  a  cheerful  manner,  drinking  the  healths  of  their  distant 
friends,  and  success  to  their  own  efforts  in  search  of  a  north- 
west passage. 

A  brass  gun  which  belo^red  to  the  Fury  was  conveyed  to 
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the  Cop  of  an  adjoiniDg  hill,  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the 
velocity  of  sound ;  and  the  firing  off  of  their  pieoe^  led  to 
their  becoming  acquainted  with  a  tribe  of  native  rcndents,  at 
this  time  in  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  9th  of  January  one 
of  the  crew  gave  notice  that  he  heard  the  sound  of  many 
strange  voices,  and  shortly  after  there  appeared  on  the  beach, 
several  Esquimaux,  armed  with  bows  and  arrows ;  but  al- 
tliough  they  were  thus  armed,  they  did  not  place  themselves 
in  an  hostile  atdtude^  but  on  the  contrary  evinced  a  friendly 
disposition.  Commander  James  Ross  and  the  surgeon  were 
present  on  this  occasion,  and  afler  some  little  parley^  in  order 
to  increase  their  confidence,  the  officers  placed  their  guns  on 
the  ioe.  In  the  midst  of  this  party  of  Esquimaux,  stood  an 
apparently  infirm  old  man,  extremely  feeble,  who  was  brought 
forward  now  by  hb  party.  A  good  understanding  was  very 
quickly  established  among  them,  and  the  whole  party  ad- 
vanced towards  the  ship. 

This  party  had  built  their  huts  about  three  miles  from  the 
ship,  and  appeared  to  consist  of  about  thirty  persons.  Some 
of  them  were  taken  down  into  the  cabin  by  Captain  Ross,  and 
some  were  amused  by  listening  to  the  fiddle.  Cut  off  from 
all  intercourse  with  other  nations,  there  appears  a  sociability 
of  character  which  forms  a  striking  contrast  to  that  of  other 
uncivilized  people,  and  there  is  a  spirit  of  contentment  to  be 
found  amongst  them,  perhaps  not  to  be  equalled  in  any  other 
class  of  mankind  whatever.  Seated  in  his  snow-built,  smoky 
dwelling,  he  feels  no  inconvenience  from  the  absence  of  fea- 
ther beds,  warm  woollen  blankets,  or  handsome  carpets.  He 
seems  to  enjoy  his  food,  which  is  most  repulsive  in  its  appear* 
ance  to  the  European,  and  blood,  and  raw  and  filthy  portions 
of  fish  are  devoured  by  him  in  quantities  that  astonish  the 
observer.  They  use  immensely  long  whips,  which  are  made 
of  the  bides  of  the  animals  they  kill,  and  are  neatly  plaited ; 
the  thongs  are  of  the  thickness  of  the  thumb,  tapering  off 
gradually,  and  terminating  with  a  single  lash.  In  the  even- 
ing  they  returned  to  their  huts,  and  Captain  Ross,  and  Com* 
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maiuler  James  Ross  accompanied  them  for  nearly  two  miles 
and  then  parted  From  them  on  the  most  friendly  terms. 

C  )n  the  following  day  the  officers  set  out  in  search  of  the 
habitations  of  tiiesc  people;  they  had  not  advanced  far  before 
they  met  a  party  of  them,  who  returned  with  the  officers  to 
their  luits>  and  manifested  every  kind  of  attention  towards 
them.  Captain  Koss  made  them  several  presents,  and  the 
Esquimaux  shewed  their  joy  by  jumping  and  shouting,  and  a 
variety  of  gestures.  'I'his  appeared  to  be  the  place  where 
they  deposited  their  provisions  for  the  winter  supply.  Rein- 
deer and  various  other  articles  of  food,  had  been  stored  up  in 
these  places  for  several  months  past  Several  of  the  Esqui- 
maux returned  with  the  officers  to  the  ship,  and  two  of  them 
were  introduced  into  the  cabin  when  the  dinner  was  serv- 
ed up,  but  no  persuasions  could  prevail  on  them  to  become 
partakers  of  any  of  the  articles  which  were  placed  on  the 
table. 

Two  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship  on  the  11th,  one  of 
whom,  named  Tullooachiu,  had  but  one  leg,  and  was  the  son 
of  the  old  man  who  was  of  the  party  when  they  first  dis* 
covered  the  Esquimaux.  This  young  man  had  undergone 
the  amputation  of  the  other  leg,  which  was  accomplished  in 
the  following  manner.  The  upper  part  of  the  leg  was  bound 
with  thongs,  and  the  flesh  stripped  from  the  lower  part  with 
their  knives.  The  bone  was  then  inserted  in  a  hole  in  the  ice 
and  snapped  asunder ;  thepartswerethenseared  with  some  light- 
ed moss,  after  which  nothing  further  was  done  to  it.  He  was 
introduced  into  the  cabin,  and  a  leg  was  made  for  him  by  the 
carpenter  and  placed  in  its  proper  position.  On  observing 
this  he  burst  out  into  exclamations  of  joy.  This  ceremony 
being  completed.  Commander  James  Ross  laid  before  them  a 
piece  of  paper,  and  desired  that  they  would  mark  the  situa- 
tion of  the  land,  which  they  endeavoured  to  do,  and  every 
tiling  appeared  favourable  to  the  object  of  the  expedition, 
according  to  the  lines  which  these  people  drew,  and  that 
the  party  had  already  seen  the  coast  of  America.  llie 
Esquimaux  stated  that  about  forty  miles  to  tlie  south-west 
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there  was  a  neck  of  land  which  diyided  two  grekt  seas  frnrh 
each  other. 

On  the  12th  a  party  of  Esquimaux  came  to  the  flihip,  and 
being  desired  to  draw  a  diart  of  the  coast  they  differed 
in  no  material  degree,  from  that  which  had  been  drawn  on  a 
former  occasion.  An  accident  occurred  at  this  time  to  the 
launch,  by  its  getting  completely  under  the  ice,  and  it  occu- 
pied many  hours  before  it  could  be  liberated.  The  cold  was 
now  very  intense,  being  forty  degrees  below  Zero.  No  com- 
munication was  had  with  the  natives,  and  the  crew  were  con- 
fined to  their  usual  operations  on  board.  The  armourer  being 
asthmatic,  the  weather  very  materially  aifected  him. 

On  the  %Oth  Commander  James  Ross  went  on  an  excursion 
into  the  country  and  shot  one  grouse.  On  (heir  way  they  visit- 
ed the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux,  but  most  of  them  were  absent 
on  a  seal  excursion.  The  sun  now  appeared  for  the  first  time, 
after  an  absence  of  fifty-two  days*  The  spirits  of  the  crew  were 
revived  at  this  prospect  of  their  being  emancipated  from  their 
longimprisonment  in  the  ice,  and  they  anticipated  the  time  when 
they  should  agam  hoist  their  sails  in  prosecution  of  their  pro- 
jected voyage  of  discovery.  The  Esquimaux  with  a  wooden  leg 
at  this  time  brought  one  of  his  countrymen,  far  advanced  in 
years,  whom  he  described  as  well  acquainted  with  the  adjoin- 
ing coasts.  On  questioning  this  man  strong  suspidons  were 
raised  that  he  was  only  deceiving  them,  in  tlie  expectation  of 
receiving  presents,  and  from  his  conduct  in  attempting  to 
steal  a  telescope,  which  he  was  compelled  to  return,  and  his 
subsequent  conduct,  he  met  with  so  little  encouragement  that 
he  quitted  the  ship  in  much  anger ;  and  it  was  afterwards  as- 
certained that  he  knew  nothing  respecting  the  utuation  of  the 
land. 

The  Esquimaux  does  not  appear  to  make  any  profession  of 
religion,  gross  darkness  covers  his  mind.  The  glad  tidings  of 
salvation  by  ^iih  in  the  atonement  of  Jesus  Christ  does  not 
appear  as  yet  to  have  reached  the  ears  of  these  people.  Con* 
}urors  or  jugglers  under  the  name  of  Angekoks  are  found 
among  them,  who^  when  any  art  afficted^  utter  incantation^ 
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and  practise  deceptions  which  they  ihemselves  afterwards  ex* 
plain  according  as  it  suits  their  own  views  and  intereat. 
To  promote  success  in  fishing  or  hunting,  they  also  have 
recourse  to  these  Angekoks,  who,  after  practising  a  variety 
of  absurdities  in  the  dark  or  in  a  way  hidden  from  the  pecq^k, 
assure  their  hearers  of  a  successful  issue  to  their  future  eflPorts^ 
and  thus  obtain  presents  from  the  deluded  natives. 

This  day  died  Mr.  James  Marslin,  the  armourer,  who  bad 
Deen  long  most  seriously  afflicted  with  asthma.  He  died  with* 
out  a  struggle.  Previous  to  his  death,  Mr.  Light,  the  stew?- 
ardy  made  his  will,  leaving  the  whole  of  his  property  to  his 
near  relatives.  With  much  exertion  a  grave  was  dug,  and 
his  remuns  committed  to  the  earth. 

Four  Esquimaux  who  had  never  been  to  the  ship  before^ 
made  their  appearance  this  day.  They  manifested  the  utmost 
astonishment  on  being  taken  into  the  cabin,  and  their  eyes 
wandered  from  object  to  object  with  loud  and  extravagant 
laughter  and  delight.  One  of  them  on  seeing  the  reflectioo 
of  his  own  face  in  the  looking  glass,  stepped  behind  it,  ex- 
pecting to  find  the  person  it  reflected,  but  being  disappointed 
he  shook  his  head  and  again  advanced  to  obtmn  another  sight 
of  the  object  he  sought  for.  Some  of  these  Esquimaux  were 
as  tall  as  five  feet  nine  inches,  while  others  did  not  rise  higher 
than  four  feet  nine  inches. 

On  Sunday  the  S4th  the  armourer  was  committed  to  the 
grave.  At  half-past  seven  o'clock  the  crew  were  summoned 
to  breakfast,  after  which  a  part  of  the  burial  service  was  read. 
The  corpse,  attended  by  the  whole  crew,  was  then  conveyed 
to  the  grave  ;  his  hammock  was  his  shroud,  and  his  pillow  a 
piece  of  granite.  The  remainder  of  the  burial  service  was 
then  read,  in  the  course  of  which  the  body  was  deposited  in 
a  grave  only  two  feet  and  a  half  deep,  which  was  afterwards 
iilled  with  gravel.  The  crew  then  returned  to  the  ship,  and 
divine  service  was  performed.  In  the  after  part  of  the  day 
a  party  of  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship,  among  whom  was 
Tullooachiu  on  his  wooden  leg ;  and  so  expert  and  ready  was 
he  in  the  use  of  it,  that  he  outstripped  his  companions  io 
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walking  although  the  road  was  often  slippery  and  nigged. 
After  disposing  of  some  of  their  dresses  for  some  trifling  ar- 
ticles the  Esquimaux  took  their  departure.  At  difierent 
periods  after  these  people  visited  the  ship,  particularly  on  the 
Slsty  vrhen  a  considerable  party  came,  and  among  others  the 
mother  of  Tullooachiu,  the  Esquimaux  with  the  wooden  leg  : 
her  visit  was  occasioned  by  the  particular  desire  she  had  to 
see  the  individual  who  had  rendered  her  son  such  essential 
service,  and  the  carpenter  was  no  sooner  pointed  out  to  her 
as  that  person  than  she  threw  her  arms  around  him,  and 
began  rubbing  noses  with  him,  as  a  testimony  of  the  strong 
feehngs  of  gratitude  she  felt  towards  him.  At  the  usual  hour, 
this  being  the  sabbath  day,  the  crew  were  summoned  to  pray- 
ers^ the  female  part  of  the  natives  being  first  dismissed,  and 
returning  to  their  huts :  After  divine  service  the  male  part  of 
the  visitors  joined  the  sailors  on  the  ice,  playing  with  them  at 
foot-ball,  leap-frog  and  other  sports.  Nothing  can  be  con« 
ceived  more  ludicrous  than  the  efforts  of  the  Esquimaux  on 
these  occasions,  dressed  in  their  large  and  clumsy  garments 
which  prevented  their  taking  the  necessary  stride  with  their 
legs,  and  the  sailors  by  their  tricks  and  manoeuvres  causing 
them  to  roll  over  and  over  in  the  snow. 

On  the  8th  and  9th  of  February,  a  trial  was  made  of  the 
velocitv  of  sound  :  Commander  James  Ross  went  to  the 
Esquimaux  village  which  was  between  three  and  four  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  ship  and  a  gun  was  fired  :  the  time  which  in- 
tervened between  the  sound  of  the  report,  and  the  appearance 
of  the  flash  was  sixteen  seconds^  so  that  it  appears  the  sound 
travelled  at  the  rate  of  about  a  mile  in  five  seconds. 

On  the  10th  of  February,  the  cold  was  too  severe  to  admit 
of  any  of  the  crew  leaving  the  ship ;  some  of  them  however 
ventured  as  far  as  the  Esquimaux  huts  on  the  following  day, 
who  no  sooner  saw  them  approaching,  than  they  hastened  to 
meet  them,  brushing  the  snow  off  their  jackets  and  inviting 
them  into  their  huts.  The  disagreeable  smells,  however,  aris- 
ing from  the  putrid  masses  of  blubber,  the  stench  of  die  dogs 
and  other  filth  whirh  thev  contained,  rendered  their  abode  in 
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them  far  from  being  agreeable.  A  dance  afterwards  took 
place,  in  which  the  natives  threw  themselves  into  a  variety  of 
attitudes  accompanied  with  extraordinary  gestures  and  dis- 
tortions of  countenance. 

To  those  who  are  accustomed  to  the  many  means  of  comfort 
to  be  found  among  the  nations  of  Europe,  and  the  more  civilized 
parts  of  the  earth,  the  situation  of  the  Esquimaux  must  appear 
the  least  desirable  of  any  which  is  to  be  met  with  :  their  snow- 
built  habitations  are  in  many  respects  comfortless  ;  their  food 
coarse  and  disgusting,  on  which  they  feed  in  a  most  glutton- 
ous and  voracious  manner;  the  long  and  dreary  nights  of 
winter,   and  the  severity  of  cold  weather  to  which  they  are 
subject,    are   altogether  a  combination  of  afflictmg  circum« 
stances  which  perhaps  cannot  be  equalled  upon  the  face  of 
the  whole  earth.     It  is  said  also  that,  like  some  of  the  Indian 
nations,  they  forsake  the  aged  and  the  helpless,  leaving  them 
to  perish  by  the  wild  beasts  or  other  causes.      Their  conduct 
upon  the  whole  manifests  less  forethought  than  might  have 
been   expected   from   the   most   careless   of  human   beings. 
Drawing  a  comparison  with  those  who  live  under  the  Chris- 
tian \lispensation,  what  an  occasion  of  gratitude  to  God  must 
every  human  being  experience,   who  reflects  on  the  multitude 
of  blessings  which  education,  and  the  introduction  of  the  word 
of  God  presents  to  him ;  and    surely  under  such  circum- 
stances every  benevolent  mind  will  aid  m  promoting  the  dis- 
persion of  the  Gospel,  by  the  missionary  efforts  now  so  gene- 
rally adopted  for  the  purpose  of  benefiting  the   benighted 
heathen,  in  all  parts  of  the  earth. 

February  passed  away,  without  any  thing  particular  occur- 
ring, the  crew  and  the  natives  holding  occasional  intercourse. 
On  the  £nd  of  March,  a  party  of  them  on  coming  to  the  ship, 
reported  the  death  of  the  old  man  whom  they  saw  on  their 
first  meeting  with  the  natives,  the  father  of  the  man  with  the 
wooden  leg.  This  being  the  first  death  which  had  occurred 
among  the  Esquimaux,  since  the  ship's  company  had  met 
with  them,  Mr.  M'Diarmid  was  desirous  of  obtaining  bis 
corpse,  but  found  some  difficulty  in  discovering  where  they 
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iiad  disposed  of  it.  On  the  5th,  the  whole  tribe,  amountiDg 
to  about  seventy  persons,  quitted  their  present  winter  habita- 
tions, and  separating  into  parties  directed  their  course  to  dif- 
ferent summer  stations  which  they  occupied.  Having  obtain- 
ed information,  which  they  had  reason  to  believe  tobecorrect, 
of  the  hut  in  which  the  deceased  Esquimaux  was  to  be  found, 
a  party  was  sent  to  the  spot :  on  entering  the  hut  it  was 
found  with  the  chest  cut  open  as  far  down  as  the  navel,  and 
so  thick  was  the  layer  of  fat  that  with  the  skin  it  measured 
three-quarters  of  an  inch  :  his  boots,  which  were  made  of  seal 
skin,  and  in  good  condition,  were  cut  off  by  the  carpen- 
ter and  appropriated  to  his  own  use,  and  Mr.  M'Diarmid 
took  possession  of  the  head. 

Some  of  the  Esquimaux  on  their  removal  established  them- 
selves at  a  place  called  Yakkee^Hill,  no  very  great  distance 
from  their  former  residence.  On  the  7th,  being  Sunday,  a 
)}art  of  the  crew  visited  them,  and  having  to  pass  the  former 
place  of  their  abode,  they  looked  into  the  hut  where  the 
deceased  Esquimaux  had  been  deposited.  It  was  found  how- 
ever to  have  been  removed,  and,  on  arriving  at  the  place  of 
the  natives,  present  abode,  it  was  manifest  from  their  signifi- 
cant actions  that  they  were  acquainted  with  the  operation 
which  had  taken  place  upon  the  body  of  the  old  man,  al- 
though they  could  not  be  prevailed  on  to  satisfy  the  crew,  to 
what  place  the  body  had  been  removed. 

On  the9lh  of  March,  Commander  James  Ross,  accompanied 
by  one  man  in  a  sledge,  drawn  by  six  dogs,  set  out  on  an  ex- 
pedition to  some  high  land,  from  which  it  was  expected  a 
view  might  be  obtained  of  the  surrounding  country,  and  the 
extent  of  the  islands  among  which  it  was  now  evident  they 
were  embayed.  Several  deer  were  seen,  although  they  were 
disappointed  of  killing  any.  The  observations  made  by  Com- 
mander James  Ross  on  this  expedition  did  not  afford  any  satis- 
factory evidence  to  lead  to  an  opinion  of  the  ultimate  success  to 
the  grand  object  in  which  they  were  in  pursuit,  and  subsequent 
enquiries  added  strength  to  these  opinions.  It  was  the  opinion 
of  Captain   Parry,  that  could  he  succeed  in  forcing  his  way 
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through  the  Strait  of  the  Hecla  and  Fury,  acl^r  passage 
would  be  then  open  to  him  to  the  westward.  The  (A>8erva- 
lions  of  Commander  James  Ross  however,  tended  to  a  differ- 
ent result,  for  the  winter  harbour  of  the  Victoi^  in  1830  was 
only  four  degrees  to  the  westward  of  the  strait  of  the  Hecla, 
and  Fury  ;  but  the  supposed  sea  of  Captain  Parry  was  not  to 
be  met  with,  indeed  it  appears  that  the  strait  was  only  an 
inlet  or  bay  between  Melville  Peninsula  and  Cockburn 
Island.  In  taking  a  view  of  their  present  situation  Com- 
mander James  Ross  stated  therefore  as  his  opinion,  that  these 
circumstances  lead  to  a  different  result,  from  those  of  Captain 
Ross.  In  fact,  the  evidence  before  the  committee  of  the 
House  of  Commons  distinctly  shows  that  a  difference  of 
opinion  existed  between  Captain  Ross  and  Commander  Ross 
on  some  very  essential  points.  I'he  following  is  one  of  the 
many  proofs  that  can  be  adduced. 

The  170th  question  to  Captain  Ross  is,  *^  Do  you  conceive 
you  have  ascertained  the  fact,  that  there  is  no  practical  com- 
munication between  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific  Oceans? 

**  Positively  to  the  southward  of  the  seventy.fourth  degree. 
"  You  do  not  mean  to  express  an  opinion  decidedly  that  it  is 
impossible  there  should  be  a  communication  discovered  further 
north  ? 

"  Certainly  not, 

"You  still  think  it  is  possible  there  may  be  a  practical 
communication  ? 

**  I  think  it  possible,  but  not  very  probable." 
On  this  subject  Commander  Ross  is  asked,  "  You  do  not 
think  the  voyage  has  furnished  any  concluwon  against   the 
existence  of  a  north-west  passage  ? 

"  No,  it  has  made  it  still  more  certain  than  it  was  before, 
that  a  north  west  passage  must  exist. 

**  Upon  what  observations,  made  in  the  last  voyage,  do  you 
ground  that  opinion  ? 

"  From  the  additional  portion  of  theoutlineof  the  continent 
of  America  explored  upon  this  occasion  on  the  northern  coast 
of  America,  and  the  western  coast  of  Boothia. 
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'<  Doyoa  believe  that  it  would  be  practicable  to  go  through 
that  North  Western  Passage  ? 

*'  There  is  no  question,  that  it  would  be  much  more  easy, 
now  that  we  are  acquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  formation 
of  the  continent  of  America." 

The  following  difference  of  opinion  is,  however,  still  more 
striking,  and  the  answer  of  Commander  Ross  is  well  deserving 
of  attention  : 

Captain  Boss  is  asked  **  Did  you  observe  the  difference  in 
(he  altitude  of  the  two  seas,  east  and  west  of  Boothia  Felix  ? 

•'  Yes. 

*'  Do  you  draw  any  conclusion  from  that  difference  of  alti- 
tiuJe  which  bears  on  the  subject  of  the  North  West  Passage  ? 

'*  I  consider  it  to  be  negative. 

*^  You  consider  it  a  presumption  ? 

*'  Yes,  a  presumption  that  there  is  no  such  passage,  but 
not  a  proof. 

"  What  was  the  difference? 

'*  The  difference  is  thirteen  feet. 

^'  Upon  the  supposition  that  the  land  is  continuous  north- 
wardy  from  the  seventy-fourth  degree  to  the  pole,  should  you 
expect  to  find  that  difference  of  altitude  in  the  seas? 

*^  I  should  certainly,  from  the  rotative  motion  of  the  earth.^ 

On  this  subject  Commander  Ross  is  asked,  **  Are  you 
aware  of  the  fact,  that  the  two  seas,  right  and  left  of  the  isth- 
mus which  unites  Boothia  with  the  continent  of  America,  are 
of  different  altitude  ? 

**  N  o,  I  am  not,  nor  had  we  the  means  of  ascertaining  the 
fact  with  accuracy.     It  would  take  at  least  two  or  three  months 

0 

to  ascertain  it  with  the  accuracy  such  an  observation  would 
require. 

"  You  have  no  reason  to  suppose  such  a  thing? 

*^  None  whatever ;  no,  I  never  heard  of  it  till  this  momcnL 

*^  Has  Captain  Ross  never  told  you  that  he  had  ascertained 
that  to  be  the  fact  i 

*'  Captain  Ross  may  have  made  observations  which  have 
satisfied  his  own  mind,  but  I  doubt  whether  he  can  have  made 
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observations  that  would  satisfy  the  minds  of  those,  who  may 
investigate  the  matter .'^ 

The  same  day  that  Commander  Ross  took  the  excursion, 
which  has  been  already  described,  the  Purser  and  the  Surgeon 
set  out  on  an  expedition  to  the  huts  of  the  Esquimaux^  which 
were  situate  to  the  south-east.  On  their  way  thither,  they 
killed  a  bird,  called  the  white-winged  scraber,  but  the  com* 
mon  name  of  which  is  the  black  guilemot.  The  body  vras 
entirely  black,  with  the  exception  of  a  white  spot  on  the 
wing,  which  is  a  distinguishing  mark  of  the  bird  in  all  its  agef^. 
The  bill  is  black,  and  the  legs  and  feet  arc  crimson.  It 
generally  lays  two  eggs,  about  the  size  of  a  pullet*s,  of  a  dirty 
white  with  black  spots.  It  makes  its  nest  in  the  holes,  whicli 
are  found  in  the  fragments  of  the  rocks  on  the  shore.  The 
measurement  of  the  bird  is  generally  about  twelve  inches 
in  length,  and  from  nineteen  to  twenty  in  breadth.  The 
plumage  of  the  young  birds  is  varied  black  and  white,  but  the 
legs  and  feet  are  dusky,  instead  of  the  crimson  colour 
which  distinguishes  the  older  birds.  The  bird  is  some- 
times killed  in  the  Shetland  Islands,  but  its  chief  habitation 
may  be  considered  to  be  Baffin's  Bay,  and  the  surrounding 

inlets. 

Commander  Ross  made  some  observations  respecting  the 
geology  of  the  country,  which  do  not  agree  with  those  whicli 
were  made  by  Mr.  Thorns  and  Mr.  M'Diarmid,  although  the 
direction  in  which  they  respectively  bent  their  course,  was 
not  at  so  great  a  distance  from  each  other,  as  to  give  rise  to 
the  conjecture  that  any  great  difference  could  be  found  in 
the  formation  of  the  rocks  or  the  inclination  of  the  strata. 
According  to  Commander  Ross  the  general  outline  of  the  inte- 
rior and  a  considerable  portion  of  the  north  and  east  coast,  be- 
spoke the  existence  of  primary  rocks,  the  hills  rising  to  an  aver- 
age height  of  700  feet,  and  presenting  acute  summits,  declin- 
ing by  sharp  prolonged  ridges.  A  table  land  would  scarcely 
be  expected,  in  a  country  where  the  summits  of  the  hills  are, 
for  the  greater  part  of  the  year,  exposed  to  the  most  intense 
frost,  and  where,  in  consequence,  they  must  assume  that  acute 
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and  jailed  fomi  which  generally  characterizes  the  hilla^  of 
the  Arctic  Regions.  The  granite  possesses  the  character 
of  that  substance,  as  it  is  found  forming  mountain  masses,  and 
therefore  it  is  not  improbable  that  this  rock  forms  a  portion 
at  least  of  the  country. 

The  observations  of  Mr.  Thorns  and  Mr.  M'Diarmid  went 
to  show  that  the  cliffs  appeared,  wherever  they  were  exposed, 
to  present  an  appearance  of  stratification.  The  specimen 
they  produced  seemed  almost  entirely  limited  to  gneiss,  a  cir< 
cumstance  to  be  expected  from  the  stratified  appearance 
already  mentioned.  On  the  whole  the  researches  of  the  re- 
spective officers  did  not  throw  any  great  light  on  the  geolo- 
gical nature  of  the  country,  and  the  specimens  do  not  differ 
much,  excepting  in  the  colour,  from  the  granite  found  in  the 
vicinity  of  Aberdeen,  the  polar  granite  being  of  an  orange 
colour,  that  of  Scotland  of  a  dusky  white. 

Mr.  Thorns  and  Mr.  M'Diarmid  having  extended  their 
excursion  too  far,  were  benighted  on  their  way  home,  and  it 
wns  not  without  some  difficulty  that  they  reached  the  vessel ; 
nor  would  this  have  been  so  easily  accomplished  had  not  some 
blue  lights  been  fired  ofi^  at  intervals,  and  guns  fired  every 
five  minutes  from  the  ship,  as  a  guide  to  the  travellers  to 
direct  them  on  their  way.  They  were  two  hours  and  fifty 
minutes  rambling  they  knew  not  whither,  and  but  for  the 
report  of  the  guns,  which  in  that  climate  is  heard  at  a  great 
distance,  it  is  not  improbable  but  that  they  would  have  had 
to  pass  the  night  under  the  lee  of  a  mound  of  ice,  with  a  bear 
as  their  companion,  and  amidst  the  howling  of  wolves  and 
other  beasts. 

The  following  anecdote  is  related  as  descriptive  of  the  saga- 
city  of  the  bear  :  the  Captain  of  a  whaler  being  desirous  of 
procuring  a  bear  without  injuring  the  skin,  laid  the  noose  of 
a  rope  in  the  snow,  with  a  piece  of  blubber  over  it ;  the  smell 
soon  enticed  a  bear  to  the  spot  and  he  seised  it  in  his  mouth ; 
the  rope  was  pulled,  and  his  foot  was  entangled  in  the  noose,  < 
but  he  instantly  pushed  the  noose  off  with  his  other  paw  and 
escaped ;  having  eaten  the  piece,  he  returned  in  search  of 
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more  food,  and  in  the  interim  another  piece  of  blubber  liad 
been  placed  on  the  same  spot,  covering  another  noose,  but  he 
pushed  the  rope  aside  and  again  walked  off  with  the  blubber ; 
a  third  time  the  trap  was  laid  and  the  noose  so  entirely  cover* 
ed  with  snow  that  nothing  could  be  seen,  and  tlie  blubber 
was  placed  in  a  hole  made  in  the  centre;  the  bear  a  third 
time  returned  in  search  of  his  food,  and  after  smelling  about 
the  place,  he  turned  the  rope  aside  and  walked  off  with  his 
prey. 

On  another  occasion  it  was  observed  that  three  bears  were 
advancing  towards  the  ship,  invited  as  was  supposed  by  the 
blubber  of  a  walrus  which  the  men  had  set  on  lire,  and  which 
was  burning  on  the  ice.  On  coming  to  the  spot  they  ran 
eagerly  to  the  fire,  and  drew  out  what  remained  unconsumed. 
The  crew  also  threw  towards  them  great  pieces  of  the  flesh, 
which  the  largest  of  the  bears  seized  and  threw  towards  the 
others,  which  appeared  to  be  two  of  her  cubs,  reserving  the 
smallest  part  for  herself.  At  this  time  the  crew  fired  and 
shot  both  of  the  cubs  dead,  wounding  also  the  dam,  but  not 
mortally.  On  perceiving  that  her  cubs  were  dead,  the  poor 
beast  manifested  the  most  anxious  concern  for  them  ;  though 
sorely  wounded  and  but  just  able  to  crawl  to  the  place  where 
they  lay,  she  carried  to  them  a  lump  of  the  flesh,  tore  it  in 
pieces,  then  laid  her  paws  first  on  one,  and  afterwards  on  the 
other,  endeavouring  to  raise  them  up,  uttering  at  the  same 
time  the  most  piteous  mournings.  She  then  went  off  to  a 
short  distance,  and  looked  back  on  her  cubs,  endeavouring 
by  her  cries  to  induce  them  to  follow  her;  but  this  not 
availing,  she  returned  to  them,  and  with  every  appearance  of 
fondness  and  distress  walked  round  them,  licked  their  wounds, 
and  pawed  them  with  her  feet ;  at  last  the  crew  fired  a  volley 
at  her,  and  she  fell  dead  between  her  cubs  while  licking  their 
wounds. 

An  anecdote  is  related  of  one  of  the  whalers,  when  a  bear 

*  approached  alongside  the  ship,  drawn  as  was  supposed  by  the 

ofFal  which  was  thrown  overboard  by  the  cook.     The  people 

being  at  dinner,  the  creature  was  observed  by  only  one  of  the 
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crew,  who,  peroeiving  the  bear  so  near,  jumped  upon  the  ioe 
anned  only  with  a  handspike,  and  began  to  attack  him ;  the 
bear  however  disarmed  him  and  seising  him  by  the  back  car- 
ried him  oflp  before  his  comrades  could  afford  him  any  assis- 
tance, and  was  seen  no  more. 

Another  instance  somewhat  of  the  same  kind  took  place  on 
board  a  whaling  ship,  which  sailed  from  Hull.  The  ship 
was  moored  to  a  piece  of  ice  on  which  a  bear  was  observed 
prowling  about  for  prey  at  a  considerable  distance.  One  of 
the  crew,  under  a  spirit  of  bravado,  set  out  to  pursue  and 
attack  it.  Armed  v^ith  a  whale  lance  he  resolutely  set  out  to 
the  attack,  advancing  within  a  few  yards  of  the  bear,  who 
stood  still  and  faced  him.  His  courage  rather  abated  on 
observing  the  threatening  aspect  of  the  bear,  who  stood  still 
and  looked  stedfastly  at  him.  The  sailor  then  shouted,  ad- 
vanced his  lance,  and  made  motions  of  attack,  but  without 
producing  that  effect  upon  the  bear  which  he  hoped  for,  as 
the  animal  stood  his  ground  and  manifested  no  disposition  of 
fear  or  alarm  ;  after  a  short  time  however  the  bear  began  to 
advance,  and  the  poor  tar  was  so  overcome  with  fear  that  he 
turned  and  fled  :  this  occasioned  the  bear  to  follow  him,  and 
as  he  gained  on  the  sailor,  who  found  the  lance  an  hindrance 
to  his  flight,  the  latter  threw  the  lance  away,  a  circumstance 
which  fortunately  checked  the  bear  in  his  pursuit  as  he  stop- 
ped to  smell  it,  and  examine  it  with  his  paws.  This  gave 
the  sailor  an  opportunity  of  advancing,  but  after  a  short  space 
the  bear  again  advanced  to  the  pursuit,  and  the  sailor  threw 
one  of  his  gloves  at  him,  which  again  for  a  few  moments 
arrested  his  attention.  By  throwing  away  his  other  glove, 
and  afterwards  his  hat,  which  the  bear  tore  into  shreds,  he 
continued  to  arrest  his  attention  until  he  succeeded  in  reach- 
ing his  shipmates,  who  were  advancing  to  his  assistance,  and 
who  opened  a  passage  for  the  runaway  to  escape  behind  them, 
when  they  closed  to  meet  the  attack  of  the  bear,  who  now 
himself  made  a  stand  at  the  appearance  of  so  many  in  hostile 
array  against  him,  and  suddenly  turning  round  escaped  in 
safety  from  all  their  assaults. 

P.  V.  88  6  Z 
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It  waq  a  p  an  on  the  part  of  Captain  Ro98  to  attempt  to 
obtain  a  youth  of  the  Esquimaux  nation,  who  might  be  will- 
ing to  be  brought  up  according  to  the  European  maimt  ra, 
and  to  leave  a  country  of  comparative  misery  and  desolation, 
for  one  of  comfort,  luxury,  and  splendour.     In  his  first  expe- 
dition in  search  of  a  north-west  passage,  he  reaped  considerable 
benefit  from  John  Sacheuse,  a  young  Esquimaux,  who,  in* 
stigated  by  an  ardent  desire  to  visit  the  country  of  the  Euro- 
peans,  had  concealed  himself  on  board  the  Thomas  and  Anne, 
Captain    Newton,  of  Leilh  ;  and  on  his  arrival  in  Scotland, 
through  the  disinterested  kindness  of  Mr.  Nasmyth,  the  emi- 
nent artist  of  Edinburgh,  he  was  put  under  proper  masters 
for  teaching  him  the  English  language,  and  other  branches 
of  useful    knowledge.      When  it  was  understood  that  an  ex- 
pedition to  the  arctic  regions  was  about  to  sail  under  Captain 
K(>ss,  it  was  communicated  to  the  admiralty  that  the  services 
of  Sacheuse  might  be  advantageously  employed  ou  the  occa- 
sion, and  by  instructions  sent  to  Mr.  Nasmyth  by  the  admi* 
ralty,  he  was  invited  on  very  liberal  terms  to  accompany  the 
expeiiition.     Sacheuse   appeared  very  indifierent  about   the 
compensation,  but  readily  agreed  to  go,  only  carefully  slipu- 
Inting   that  he  was  not   to  be  left  in  his  own  country.     His 
great  unwillingness  to  return  to  his  native  land,  after  having 
tasted  the  comforts  and  blessings  of  civilized  life,  seems  more 
easily  accounted  for,  than  his  original  willingness  to  leave  it. 
He  sailed   with   Captain  Ross  on  his  first  expedition,  and  on 
his  return  to  England  he  was  taken  under  the  special   protec- 
tion of  the  admiralty,  who  agreed  to  defray  the  expences  of  his 
education,  in  order  that  he  might  in  every  way  be  well  fitted  to 
act  as  an  interpreter  on  the  second  expedition,  which  was  then 
about   to   be   undertaken  under  the  command   of   Captain 
Parry  ;  but  his  death  put  an  end  to  all  these  plans.     With 
the   remembrance  of  the  great  services  which  had  been  ren- 
dered by  Sacheuse  in  the  first  expedition.  Captain  Boss  wish- 
ed  to  obtain  a  substitute,  whom   he  could  convey   to  Eng- 
land, and   by  imparting  to  him  the  benefits  of  education, 
qualify  him  to  become  an  interpreter  to  any  future  expedition^ 
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that  might  be  projected.  There  is  however  a  great  difference 
between  a  person  voluntarily  expatriating  himself,  as  was  the 
case  with  Sacheuse,  and  a  person  who  is  to  be  induced  by 
promises  and  bribes  to  leave  his  country,  and  to  enter  upon 
scenes  unknown,  without  any  innate  desire  for  the  acquisition 
of  knowledge,  or  natural  talent,  to  overcome  the  obstacles  with 
which  that  acquisition  is  always  accompanied.  Some  enquiries 
had  been  set  on  foot  by  Captain  Ross  amongst  the  Esquimaux, 
whether  there  was  a  youth  amongst  them,  who  felt  no  objec- 
tion to  be  received  on  board  the  ship  as  one  of  its  inmates, 
and  to  accompany  them  to  Europe,  with  the  understanding 
that  if  bis  residence  there  should  prove  disagreeable  to  him, 
the  earliest  opportunity  should  be  embraced  of  returning  him 
to  his  native  country.  In  this  case  however,  there  were 
many  impressions  and  prejudices  to  overcome,  which  threaten- 
ed to  defeat  the  plan  altogether.  To  exchange  h*s  i  a  iiral 
liberty,  rude  and  savage  as  it  was,  for  a  state  of  compara. 
tive  bondage  and  servitude,  appeared  in  the  eyes  of  the 
native  youths,  an  exchange  so  decidedly  against  them,  that 
their  snow-built  hut,  and  their  meal  of  blubber,  seemed 
to  them  of  higher  estimation  than  all  the  splendid  benefits, 
which  the  change  held  out  to  them.  The  love  of  the  father- 
land with  its  rude  inclement  skies,  its  perpetual  snows,  its 
darkness  and  its  desolation,  was  paramount  in  their  breasts,  and 
although  they  were  told  that  they  were  to  be  carried  to  a  land, 
where  suns  perpetual  shone,  and  all  the  luxuries  of  life  awaited 
them,  yet  they  could  not  be  brought  to  leave  the  spot,  where  in 
their  "infancy  they  had  first  learned  to  twang  the  bow,  and 
quaffed  as  a  delicious  beverage  the  life-blood  of  the  seal. 

It  was  however  on  the  16th  of  March,  that  the  plans  of  Cap* 
tain  Koss,  relative  to  the  adopt  ion  of  an  Esquimauxyouth,  were 
likely  to  be  carried  into  execution,  for  a  youth  presented  him* 
self  before  him,  belonging  to  the  tribe,  who  had  fixed  the'r 
station  towards  the  north-east,  and  who  gave  Captain  Ross 
to  understand  that  he  appeared  as  a  candidate  to  be  received 
as  one  of  the  inmates  of  the  Victory.  Poowutyook,  wps 
the  name  of  the  youth.     On  the  day  preceding  his  intro^ 
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duction  to  his  new  situation,  a  fine  hare  had  been  dressed 
for  the  table  of  the  cabin,  a  moiety  of  which  was  resenred  to 
be  jugged  for  Captain  Ross.  Unfortunately  the  head  of  the 
hare  projecting  over  the  side  of  the  dish,  caught  the  roving 
eye  of  Poowutyook,  and  the  steward  being  called  away  to 
attend  upon  the  gentlemen  in  the  cabin,  he  obtained  possesion 
of  the  dainty  subject  and  stowed  it  away  in  his  trowsers  ;  the 
remains  of  a  grouse  shared  the  same  fate,  and  he  continued 
to  fill  his  magazine  as  long  as  an  article  remained  that 
was  within  his  reach,  or  the  capacity  of  his  trowsers  would 
hold.  He  then  sought  for  a  proper  place  in  which  to  fix 
himself  while  he  entered  into  tl>e  full  enjoyment  of  all  his 
provender,  and  observing  a  flour  tub  in  one  corner  he  fixed 
himself  in  it»  while  he  quietly  feasted  on  the  rich  viands  of 
which  he  had  taken  possession  and  to  the  great  disappoint- 
ment of  the  gentlemen  whose  table  was  to  have  been  graced 
bv  them. 

The  rooming  of  the  18th  being  remarkably  fine,  Com- 
mander Ross  accompanied  by  Poowutyook,  one  man,  seven 
dogs  and  the  sledge,  set  out  on  an  excursion  into  the  country 
to  the  southward.  As  the  open  season  was  advancing,  no 
opportunity  was  to  be  lost  of  examining  the  surrounding 
country,  and  of  ascertaining  the  precise  point  to  which 
the  future  attempts  of  the  navigators  were  to  be  direct- 
ed. Flattering  as  their  prospects  might  have  been  on 
reaching  Felix  Harbour,  their  efibrts  had  certainly  not  been 
attended  with  a  proportionate  degree  of  success.  They  had 
however  the  satisfaction  and  the  consciousness,  particularly 
on  the  part  of  Commander  Ross,  on  whom  the  most  arduous 
duties  of  the  expedition  devolved,  of  having  left  no  means 
within  their  reach  untried,  that  could  in  any  way  prcnnote 
their  object.  Notwithstanding  however  the  repeated  excur- 
sions of  Commander  Ross  in  almost  every  direction,  nothing 
yet  had  transpired  to  give  hopes  that  they  were  in  the  direct 
route  for  the  discovery  of  the  long-sought-tor  passage.  The 
excursion  which  he  now  took  added  little  to  his  stock  of  infor- 
mation, or  of  important  knowledge  of  the  geographical  post- 
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lioo  of  the  country.  According  to  the  opinion  which  Com- 
mander Ross  now  formed,  they  appeared  to  be  in  the  midst 
of  a  chain  of  lakes  common  to  that  part  of  America,  but 
whether  they  were  in  fact  a  part  of  the  polar  sea,  was  a  ques- 
tion he  found  it  impossible  to  solve. 

Leaving  the  sledge  and  the  dogs  to  the  care  of  the  man. 
Commander  Ross  accompanied  by  Poowutyook  ascended  an 
eminence,  from  which  the  former  expected  that  he  should 
obtain  an  uninterrupted  view  of  the  country.  At  the  foot  of 
the  eminence  Commander  Ross  shot  a  hare,  on  which  Poo- 
wutyook expressed  his  surprise  by  the  most  extraordinary 
gestures.  It  was  the  first  time  that  he  had  ever  witnessed  the 
use  of  fire-arms,  and  on  taking  up  the  hare,  he  examined  it 
in  every  part  to  discover  the  causeof  its  death,  but  not  succeed- 
ing, he  laid  it  down  again,  as  if  distrustful  of  the  effect,  which 
he  had  witnessed.  Commander  Ross  with  the  view  of  trying 
the  firmness  of  the  dispositions  of  Poowutyook,  put  a  small 
quantity  of  powder  into  the  gun,  and  placing  it  in  his  left 
hand,  directed  the  right  to  the  trigger ;  when,  on  the  gun 
going  off,  what  with  the  noise,  the  flash,  the  recoil  and  the 
smoke,  an  actual  degree  of  terror  seized  the  savage,  and  with- 
out any  further  hesitation,  he  set  off  at  the  fullest  speed, 
which  his  rude  and  cumbersome  habiliments  would  permit 
him.  In  vain  Commander  Ross  called  after  him,  Poowut- 
yook, bent  his  course  in  the  direction  of  the  ship,  and  was 
soon  out  of  sight.  The  Esquimaux  directs  his  course  according 
to  the  bearing  of  some  remarkable  headlands,  for  in  regard  to 
any  sideral  observations  they  appear  to  be  as  ignorant  as  the 
animals  which  they  drive.  They  certainly  have  a  name  for 
the  four  cardinal  points  of  the  compass,  but  they  know  not  in 
what  use  to  employ  them,  or  how  to  make  them  subservient  to 
any  of  the  purposes  of  directing  them  in  their  course  from 
one  station  to  another,  and  particularly  to  those  distant  quar- 
ters, which  they  frequent  in  the  summer  months  fur  the  pur- 
pose of  carrying  on  their  fisheries. 

Commander  Ross  on  this  excursion  penetrated  above  thirty 
miles  into  the  interior,  but  every  tiling  tended  to  convince 
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him  that  he  was  not  on  a  oontineat,  for  the  intersections  of 
land  and  waiter,  at  that  time  in  a  compact  body  of  ice,  were 
80  frequent,  that  he  concluded  it  was  an  archipelago  of  amall 
islands,  but  that  they  could  not  form  a  part  of  the  polar  sea. 
The  short  duration  of  light  was  however  a  great  obstacle  to 
the  prosecution  of  his  researches,  and  he  therefore  considered 
it  more  prudent  to  return  to  the  ship,  with  the  determinatioa 
of  renewing  themwhen  the  days  were  longer. 

But  on  the  arrival  of  Commander  Ross  at  the  ship,  he  was 
mortified  to  find  that  Poowutyook  had  never  made  his  appear- 
ance, but  it  was  ascertained  on  the  following  morning  that  ha 
had  returned  to  his  snow-built  hut  and  his  native  babiti^ 
bidding  adieu  for  ever  to  the  advantages  of  civilization.  The 
interior  of  an  Esquimaux  hut,  when  the  lamps  ore  lighted,  and 
it  is  full  of  people  and  dogs,  presents  a  spectacle,  which  is  not  to 
be  equalled  in  any  other  part  of  the  globe.  It  may  be  looked 
upon  as  one  of  the  lowest  stages  of  human  society,  just  one  de- 
gree removed  from  animal  existence,  and  in  which  the  gratifica- 
tion of  the  sensual  appetites  appears  to  be  the  sole  object  of  their 
life.  Immersed  in  the  profoundest  ignorance,  they  have  not  a 
single  pursuit,  which  has  not  an  immediate  reference  to  their  ani- 
mal wants,  which,  on  being  satiated,  the  human  brute  throws 
himself  down  by  the  side  of  his  dogs,  and,  bloated  with  the 
effects  of  his  gluttony,  passes  away  the  dreary  hours  of  his 
life  in  sleep  and  inanity. 

On  the  20th  Mr.  Thoms  and  Mr.  M'Diarmid  set  out  on 
an  excursion  over  the  ice  to  some  islands  which  lay  to  the 
eastward.  They  continued  out  the  whole  of  the  day,  and  the 
crew  became  alarmed  at  the  length  of  their  absence*  Guns  were 
fired  as  signals,  and  blue  lights  were  burned,  and  after  much 
anxious  solicitude,  at  ten  o'^clock  they  had  the  satisfaction  to 
hail  their  arrival.  They  had  lost  their  way  on  their  return, 
and  would  have  wandered  about  the  whole  night  exposed  to 
the  inclemency  of  the  weather,  but  for  the  signal  guns  and 
blue  lights.  On  the  following  day,  being  Sunday,  the  crew 
attended  divine  service,  after  which  they  took  a  walk  towards 
the  deserted  abodes  of  the  natives,  and  a  dog  belonging  to 
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Captain  Ross,  nnd  which  had  formerly  been  the  favourite 
dog  of  the  deceased  Esquimaux  accompanied  them.  On  their 
way  to  the  huts  they  were  met  by  a  party  of  the  natives, 
among  whom  was  the  son  of  the  deceased,  and  on  seeing  the 
dog  he  instantly  recognised  it,  and  caressed  it  with  the  great- 
est fondness,  shedding  tears  on  the  occasion.  I'he  dog  also 
by  hia  actions  manifested  his  joy,  shewing  that  he  had  not 
forgotten  his  former  acquaintance.  On  entering  the  hut  wiiere 
his  former  master  expired,  he  smelt  and  looked  about,  as  con< 
sdousof  having  a  knowledge  of  the  place.  'I'he  son  of  the 
deceased,  whose  name  was  Illictu,  having  a  strong  desire  to 
have  the  dog  himself,  took  advantage  on  leaving  the  huts  of 
enticing  the  dog  to  follow  him,  and  being  more  accustomed  to 
move  in  the  heavy  and  cumbersome  dresses  which  the  sailors 
as  well  OB  the  natives  wore,  he  started  off  with  the  dog,  and 
■Ithough  some  of  the  Biulors  attempted  to  pursue  him,  they 
•con  found  it  necessary  to  relinquish  the  attempt  and  the  dog 
was  lost.  According  to  the  usual  custom  of  these  natives 
however,  whenever  they  stole  any  article,  on  ilic  fulluwing 
day  two  women  came  to  the  ship,  bringing  the  dog  with  tlietn, 
stating  that  it  was  not  to  be  charged  on  the  son  of  Illictu,  but 
to  the  attachment  of  the  dog  to  Wis  former  master.  For  this 
their  honesty  as  they  accounted  it,  they  expected  to  receive  a 
reward ;  but  on  furdier  examination  it  appeared  that  the  swU 
vel  to  the  collar  was  missing,  and  they  were  then  inrormcd 
that  until  this  was  restored  no  reward  would  be  given.  This 
was  a  great  disappointment  to  the  women,  as  they  fully  calcu- 
lated upon  receiving  a  present,  and  in  their  eyes  it  was  a  de- 
parture from  the  piinciple  of  fair  dealing  to  withhold  the  re- 
ward  they  so  justly  merited.  As  nothing  could  alter  this  de- 
termination, the  women  were  obliged  to  retire  in  great 
disappoiniment. 

On  the  morning  of  the  S3rd.  the  two  women  who  had  brought 
the  dog  back  again,  made  their  appearance,  and  bruuglit  the 
swivel  which  hod  been  missing;  but  it  was  some  time  belure 
a  proper  arrangement  could  be  made  as  to  the  remuneration 
which  they  expected  to  receive  for  the  trouUe  they  bad  (akeo. 
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One  or  tlie  female!)  wns  tlie  wife  of  tlie  man  who  cniiceJ  ilie 
clog  to  fullow  him,  nn<l  at  Itinjirth  her  desires  were  gratiflcd  liy 
a  present  of  hooks  anil  needles,  and  the  other  female  was  su^ 
ficicntly  gratified  on  being  put  into  possession  of  a  string  of 
glass  beads. 

The  state  of  the  weather  becoming  less  severe,  and  no  fear 
existing  now  that  any  injury  would  be  sustainnl  Ity  the  liea> 
vy  drifts  of  snow,  the  embankment  wliicli  had  iH-en  raiaed 
vas  removed,  and  Commander  Ross  continued  to  pursue  hii 
scientific  ubservations.  On  the  99lli  the  natives  removed  rratn 
their  usual  residence,  and  came  in  numbers  from  different 
quarters,  and  built  their  huts  on  the  ice,  close  to  the  ship, 
The  circumstance  at  first  excited  some  little  apprehcnnona 
that  predatory  attempts  were  intended  to  be  made  od  Um 
ship's  stores,  and  it  was  thought  necessary  to  increase  the 
number  on  watcli ;  but  after  sonic  further  enquiry  it  wai  ui^ 
derstood  that  tlicy  were  now  quitting  tlicir  winter  rcudenee 
and  moving  in  smaller  partici,  some  to  one  part  and  •ome 
to  another  i  some  were  proceeding  to  the  place  for  salmoa 
fishing,  others  directed  their  course  inland  lO'  procure  m.  sup> 
ply  ofrein-dccr  or  musk  oxen;  and  thus,  dispersing  iato 
various  routs,  they  continue  till  about  the  montb  of  Septem- 
ber, when  they  all  mi-ct  again  to  pass  the  dreary  months  of 
winter. 

After  divine  service  on  Sunday  llie  fourth  of  April,  several 
Esquimaux  from  tlio  north  visited  the  ?hip ;  two  of  these 
were  going  to  a  store  to  the  wt^stwnrd  at  which  they  had  left 
their  sledges  on  the  setting  in  of  the  winter.  On  being  infor- 
med of  their  purpose.  Commander  James  Ross  resolved  to 
accompany  them,  in  the  sanguine  ho|>e  that  he  would  be  able 
to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  conclusion  a^  to  whetltcr  there  was 
on  open  sea  in  that  direction.  Flaving  come  to  this  determina- 
tion the  two  natives  were  invited  to  sleep  on  board  the  ship, 
and  ('ommander  James  lloss,  with  James  Blanky,  the  mate, 
made  preparations  lo  accompany  them  in  the  morning.  The 
steward  was  directed  lo  prepare  a  proper  and  substantial  sup- 
per forthe  Esquimaux,  and  accordingly  partof  a  seal,  weighing 
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ftJxHit  ten  pounds  vas  baked  in  the  oYcn  and  placed  be- 
fore them.  They  quickly  devoured  the  whole  of  diis,  leaving 
not  a  particle  upon  their  wooden  platters,  but  licked  theae  with 
their  tongues  bo  long  as  a  savoury  relish  could  be  extracted 
from  them.  AfWr  this  the  steward  shewed  them  to  the  place 
where  they  were  to  sleep,  adopting  on  the  occaision  every  pre-  : 
cautionary  measure  to  keep  in  security  every  article  which 
might  by  possibility  tempt  them  to  approptiate  such  things  to 
thnr  own  use,  by  placing  them  in  their  capacious  trowsers. 

Having  thus  disposed  of  hia  guests,  the  Gteward  provided 
the  Toiious  necessaries  for  Commander  James  Ross,  and  the 
mnte,  to  take  with  them  on  their  journey ;  in  respect  to  the 
natives,  little  Golicitude  was  necessary,  as  plenty  of  seals  might 
be  expected  oa  their  journey ;  and  dressed  or  raw,  these  would 
be  an  all-sufficient  supply  for  their  subsistence..  Fourteen 
dogs  were  also  to  be  provided  to  draw  the  two  sledges,  but 
the  same  food  of  seals  would  serve  for  the  natives  and  the  dogs, 
and  «ther  dressed  or  undressed,  and  whether  out  of  the  same 
(rough  or  pan  was  a  matter  of  but  little  importance,  aa  they 
and  their  dogs  were  often  accustomed  to  feed  togeth^. 

The  sledges  of  the  Laplanders  are  more  comfortable  than 
those  of  the  Esquimaux  :  the  former  being  covered  in  at  the 
top,  having  an  opening  only  sufficient  to  admit  the  body  in  a 
sitting  posture,  and  thus  a  large  part  of  the  body  is  preserr- 
ed  from  the  influence  of  the  outward  cold  in  a  considerable 
degree :  on  the  contrary,  the  Esquimaux  sledge  b  entirely 
open,  and  the  person  occupying  it  is  very  liable  to  be  thrown 
out  if  the  road  be  rugged,  and  he  may  be  dragged  some  dis- 
tance before  he  can  bring  the  dogs  to  stop.  The  rate  of  tra- 
velling with  the  Esquimaux  dogs  was  about  six  miles  an  hour, 
although  they  may  be  urged  on  to  the  rate  of  eight  miles  an 
hour.  On  the  following  morning  Cimunander  Ross  and 
the  mate  Blanky  set  out  accompanied  by  the  two  natives. 

The  visits  of  the  Esquimaux  were  about  this  tiipe  uiiac> 
componied  with  any  commodities  for  sale,  and  it  began  to  op. 
pear  that  they  were  in  a  state  of  great  privation,  particularly 
those  m  the  neighbouriiood  of  the  ship ;  for  terenl  days  tbey 
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had  not  been  Me  to  catch  a  single  teal,  and  under  these  cir- 
cumstancf^  they  made  application  to  the  ship^a  company,  and 
implored  the  gift  of  some  seal's  flesh  ;  Captain  Ross  ordered 
a  seal  to  be  thawed  and  skinned,  and  directed  tlie  steward  to 
inferm  them  that  it  should  be  ^ven  to  them  as  soon  as  it  was 
^*  baked.  This  they  did  not  appear  to  understand,  and  were 
making  their  way  to  the  huts  with  dejected  sjHrits,  when  they 
were  BM>re  clearly  informed  what  was  preparing  for  them,  and 
they  returned  and  made  a  hearty  meal.  Having  satisfied  their 
appetites  thus  far  they  expressed  their  thankfulness,  and  were 
afterwards  sent  to  their  huts  with  a  sufficient  supply  of  food 
tar  the  following  day.  For  several  days  after  some  of  these 
poor  creatures  were  in  constant  application  for  food.  The 
weight  of  one  of  these  seals  was  one  hundred  and  eighty 
pounds,  and  on  tliis  food  they  fed  most  ravenously,  the  chil* 
dren  as  welt  as  the  grown  up  persons,  so  that  they  could 
scarcely  move.  After  this  they  returned  to  the  huts,  taking 
with  them  what  remained  not  eaten,  and  intimating  that  they 
would  renew  their  visit  when  they  had  occasion  for  further 
supplies. 

On  the  6tli  there  was  a  complete  hurricane  together  with  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow,  which  drifting  in  every  direction,  occasioned 
some  apprehensions  for  the  safety  of  Commander  James  Ross 
and  the  mate,  who  in  all  probability  had  no  place  of  shelter 
from  its  attack.  As  it  had  been  settled  on  their  departure  that 
a  rocket  should  be  let  off  every  evening  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
that  two  blue  lights  should  be  kept  constantly  burning  at  the 
top  of  the  jury  main-mast,  this  was  accordingly  done ;  but  the 
wind  was  often  so  violent  that  the  blue  lights  were  with  dif- 
ficulty continued,  and  were  often  obliged  to  be  re-lighted ; 
however,  on  these  occasions,  rockets  were  continually  let  off,  so 
that  in  case  Commander  Ross  and  his  companion  had  arrived 
in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ship,  they  could  scarcely  miss  of 
seeii^tbem. 

The  Esquimaux  were  impressed  with  feelings  of  the  utmost 
astonishment  on  witnesang  the  flight  of  the  rockets,  and  to 
fheir  uninfiNnoed  minds  it  appeared  that  they  were  nothing 
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leas  than  flery  spirits  or  Angekoks,  sent  by  Captain  Ross  on 
particular  errands  to  the  regions  through  which  they  travel- 
led.   Impressed  with  these  ideas,  they  began  to  think  that 
Captain  Ross  had  dominion  orer  the  seas,  and  that  if  he  pleas- 
edy  he  oould  direct  them  to  the  spot  where  their  efforts  to 
catch  seals  would  be  crowned  with  success ;  on  tbeur  coming 
to  the  ship  on  the  following  morning,  the  Captain  pointed  to 
a  particular  spot  and  directed  them  to  make  trial  if  they  could 
not  catch  a  seal ;  this  by  good  fortune  was  the  real  fact,  and 
notwithstanding  the  weather  was  stormy,  their  preconceived 
opinion  of  the  knowledge  the  CapUun  had  of  invisible  things, 
was  confirmed  by  the  successful  results  which  followed.    From 
this  time  they  held  in  high  estimation  any  direction  or  infor- 
mation which  the  Captain  offered  unto  them.    At  night  guns 
were  fired  and  the  blue  lights  exhiUted  as  usual ;  the  wea- 
ther was  also  extremely  tempestuous,  so  much  so,  that  it  was 
scarcely  possible  for  the  men  to  keep  on  deck ;  no  appearance 
of  Commander  James  Ross  however  was  manifest  until  tlie 
evening  of  the  10th,  when  one  of  the  Esquimaux  came  to  the 
ship  and  reported  that  he  was  but  a  short  distance  behind, 
and  he  soon  made  his  appearance  accompanied  by  his  com- 
panions all  in  good  health  and  safety.    They  brought  with 
them  some  salmon  which  had  been  caught  and  plaoed  in  a 
state  of  safe  preservation  the  preceding  autumn,  and  covered 
with  snow ;  and  they  brought  also  two  sledges  which  Com- 
mander Ross  had  purchased.    Had  it  not  been  that  at  the 
time  when  they  were  most  distant  from  the  ship  they  began  to 
be  short  of  provisions.  Commander  Ross  would  have  continued 
his  journey.     He  travelled  on  this  occasion  about  seventy 
miles  in  a  S.S.W.  direction,  but  without  any  prospect  6f  dis- 
covering a  passage ;  crossing  several  lakes,  which  the  natives 
informed  him  abounded  with  salmon,  and  from  whence  in  sum- 
mer they  supplied  their  stores,  covering  them  with  soow  to 
preserve  them  for  the  following  year.    In  the  intercourse 
which  Commander  Ross  had  with  the  natives  on  this  occasion, 
some  of  them  stated  that  they  were  vi^ted  every  year  by  some 
white  persons  from  the  westwasd,  who  came  to  traffic  for  seal 
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skins  and  walrus  teeth ;  but  this  information  waa  not  mlioge* 
tber  satisfactory  to  him  as  he  oould  not  ooncMTe  any  way  bj 
which  they  could  approach  ;  if  they  were  Bussians^  be  con- 
duded  that  they  must  arrive  by  tlie  way  of  Bebring^s  Strait, 
but  he  had  no  information  to  warrant  him  in  concluding 
this  to  be  the  fact ;  and  the  distance,  together  with  the  diiB* 
culties  of  transporting  large  quantities  of  merchandise  through 
such  a  barren  and  unfavourable  country,  led  him  to  discredit 
the  report;  he  resolved  however,  if  the  drcumstances  admit- 
ted, on  some  future  occasion,  to  make  the  information  a  mat- 
ter  of  further  research.  ^ 

The  names  of  the  two  natives  who  accompanied  Commander 
Ross,  were  Ooblooraiak  and  Alwak,  and  they  were  invited  to 
sleep  on  board  on  the  evening  of  their  arrival ;  on  retiring  to 
rest  however,  the  latter  felt  no  inclination  to  sleep  and  was  de- 
sirous of  holding  a  conversation  with  his  companion  ;  to  this 
the  former  was  not  at  all  disposed.  Alwak  however  was  de- 
termined his  companion  should  not  sleep  if  he  would  not  talk, 
tfod  therefore  he  oftentimes  assailed  him  with  a  push  from  liia 
elbow ;  until,  at  length,  his  companion  became  so  enraged  tliat 
a  conflict  took  place  between  them:  their  mode  of  fighting 
however  was  not  after  the  English  custom,  but  each  seized 
hold  of  the  hair  of  his  opponent's  head,  and  tore  it  out  by  the 
roots  in  no  small  quantities.  Alwak  was  the  weakest  of  the 
two,  and  the  sailors  after  a  while  found  it  neccsssiry  to  inter- 
fere, and  removing  his  opponent  to  another  berth,  peace  and 
quietness  was  restored. 

The  next  day  the  two  Esquimaux  were  permitted  to  return 
to  their  huts  and  each  of  them  had  a  file  presented  him  as  a 
reward  for  accompanying  Commander  Ross  and  the  mate. 
Alwak  was  found  to  be  a  youth  of  a  more  intelligent  charac- 
ter than  the  other  natives,  and  in  the  course  of  the  journey. 
Commander  Ross  became  so  pleased  with  him  tliat  on  dismis« 
sing  him  on  this  occasion,  he  invited  him  to  accept  of  a  per. 
manent  berth  in  the  ship,  and  eventually  to  accompany  him 
to  England.  Alwak  listened  with  great  attention  to  the  offer, 
aiid  desired  a  few  days  to  consider  of  it,  and  to  consult  his 
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rriends  and  companions.  On  his  arrival  among  them  and  re- 
lating the  offer,  a  female  between  whom  and  himseira  strong 
attachment  had  been  formed,  expressed  her  objecticms  to  his 
leaving  her  with  such  force,  and  his  affections  ^icrc  so  strung 
towards  her,  (hat  he  entirely  declined  accepting  the  ofler. 

On  the  14th  some  of  the  Esquimaux  came  and  fished  in 
the  harlxrur  where  the  Victory  lay.  It  is  wonderful  with 
what  patience  they  remiun  squatted  oii  the  bank  for  an  hour 
together  unmoved,  waiting  until  hjs  bait  is  taken;  the  tug  of 
the  fish  bnng  the  signal  of  his  capture,  and  the  Esquimaux 
awuts  the  proper  moment  with  the  greatest  calmness.  On 
the  17th  Commander  James  Ross,  accompanied  by  the  mate, 
set  out  to  explore  a  bay  to  the  northward,  and  to  find  if  it 
had  any  connection  with  the  sea  to  the  westward  j  but  the 
result  was  very  unsatisfactory,  as  no  such  discovery  could  be 
made.  On  the  following  day,  being  Sunday,  coon  after  di- 
vine service  had  been  concluded,  an  Esquimax  brought  the 
door  of  a  trap  which  had  been  stolen  by  some  of  the  party, 
expecting  to  receive  a  reward  for  his  trouble,  but  the  provJn- 
dal  habit  which  the  Europeans  had  imbibed,  that  an  article 
stolen,  if  at  any  time  be  found,  was  still  the  property  of  him 
from  whom  it  was  stolen,  that  they  insisted  on  keeping  it 
without  making  any  return ;  on  the  contrary,  the  Esquimaux 
conceived  that  the  manner  by  which  it  had  been  removed 
formed  no  criterion  by  which  to  judge  ofhis  right  toareward; 
however  as  no  arguments  which  be  used  could  alter  the 
impression  the  circumstances  made  on  the  minds  of  ihfwe  to 
whom  it  originally  belonged,  and  as  he  still  stoutly  urged  his 
claim,  it  was  finally  adjusted  by  the  crew  expelling  him  from 
tlic  ship,  and  bis  declared  resolution  not  to  be  used  in  so 
shameful  a  manner  again. 

On  the  the  19th  a  very  greut  bustle  was  observed  among 
the  Esquimaux  huts,  in  the  immediate  vicinity  of  the  ship, 
and  in  a  very  few  hours  tliey  were  totally  abandoned,  and 
they  and  their  dogs,  were  seen  directing  their  course  to  the 
south-west,  taking  all  their  moveable  property.  Not  one  of 
the  party  called  to  bid  (be  ship's  company  adieu,  or  vouch- 
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•afed  them  cfven  «  pnting  look.  On  dmr  depirtim  the  biito 
were  viftited  by  the  crew  of  tho  Vklorjri  whoee  fiBelioge  were 
eennbly  excited  on  reflecting  how  hanui  beings  oould  live  io 
a  etate  of  such  exeeMve  wietchedoees  as  their  dwellings  ap. 
peered  to  be.  Tfaediei^greeebkedlttmwhkhimioeededfitiiiE 
Iheir  butt  was  hardly  beindbie^  and  it  is  surporing  that  in  ao 
unhealthy  an  atmosidiere,  thero  shouM  be  any  of  them  poa- 
sesMHg  a  tolerable  degree  of  health.  In  a  h»t  which  they, 
entered,  and  whidi  had  been  oconpied  by  e  whole  fimiily»  the 
bed  occupied  nearly  half  the  space,  and  it  was  wianifrst  that 
fioher  and  mother  an4  son  and  daughter,  and  all  their  chil* 
dren  had  but  one  place  for  sleeping  on,  the  bed  was  of  saoar, 
and  the  tenement  of  snow ;  and  yet  them  did  not  appear 
amoi^  them  any  anxious  solicitude ;  if  their  hunger  could  ba 
sctisfied,  then  the  day  passed  off  with  a  measure  of  satisfae* 
<  tion ;  and  they  awaked,  after  their  repose^  only  to  catandfeed 
upon  their  resources,  which  they  were  aocu^aned  to  do  ia 
the  most  filthy  and  forbiddii^  manner. 

About  this  time  another  youth  fell  under  the  notice  of 
Commander  Ross,  as  a  peraon  likely  to  be  prerailed  on  to  ao* 
company  him  in  his  return  to  England,  and  as  likely  to  be 
useful  in  the  excursions  he  was  so  repeatedly  making  at  thia 
time,  in  order  to  discorer  on  open  see.  llie  yoiith  listened 
iq  his  overtures  to  be  his  companion,  and  closed  with  the 
agreement  on  this  additimial  condition,  that  he.  should  have 
plenty  of  food  to  eat  whenever  he  desired  it :  on  these  terms 
he  engaged  to  accompany  Commander  Ross  to  a  distant  place 
which  wassaid  to  befrequented  bya  tribeof  Esquimaux  who  had 
a  residence  at  a  considerable  distance  to  the  westward,  and  <me 
of  whose  stations  during  the  summer  was  on  the  shores  of  an 
open  sea,  the  extent  of  which  had  never  yet  been  ascertained 
by  any  of  the  tribe,  and  which  sea  it  was  reported  never  was 
frosen  over.  Accordingly^  on  the  SOtb,  Commander  Janice 
Ross,  accompanied  by  the  mate  Bhmky  and  the  young  £s» 
quimaux,  set  out  on  an  expeditkm  to  explore  this  portion  of 
the  country,  taking  care  to  supply  himself  with  an  ample  stose 
of  provisions,  in  order  that  he  ipight  fulfil  his  engagcmenta 
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with  the  Eflquimaux.  The  party  however  inet  with  impedi* 
ments  which  they  were  not  prcpftred  to  encounter ;  their  jour« 
ney  was  so  intersected  with  creeks  and  inlets,  and  the  water 
was  such  a  depth  upon  the  ice  from  the  advance  of  the  season, 
that  he  found  it  absolutely  impossiUe  tp  proceed  without  the 
assistance  of  a  boat,  and  he  therefore  bent  his  course  more  to 
the  southward,  pushing  on  his  researches  until  the  scardty  of 
provisions  rendered  it  necessary  for  him  to  return,  and  to  re- 
trace thrir  steps  to  the  ship^  where  they  arrived  on  the  93rd 
in  safety. 

All  appearance  of  success  in  getting  to  the  westward  when 
the  ship  became  liberated  began  to  vanish ;  the  passage  of  the 
strait  of  the  Hecia  and  Fury  appeared  to  be  mere  conjecture^ 
and  was  in  fact  only  a  large  inlet,  bounded  by  land  which 
joins  Melville  Peninsula  and  Cockbum  Island,  and  that  Cap- 
tain Parry  erred  in  stating  it  to  be  the  passage  to  an  open 
sea.  This  day  was  the  anniversaiy  of  King  George  the 
Fourths  birth-day,  and  was  also  the  anniversary  day  of  the 
departure  of  the  Victory  from  Wodwich.  These  two  events 
were  therefore  celebrated  by  dressing  the  ship  out  in  her  co- 
lours, and  by  firing  a  salute  of  twenty^ne  guns,  and  also  by 
giving  to  each  man  a  portion  of  rum.  The  Esquimaux  whom 
Commander  Ross  intended  to  take  with  him  to  Enghmd  was 
standing  on  the  deck,  and  near  to  the  guns  which  were  fired 
on  this  occasion,  the  report  threw  him  into  a  panic ;  he  gave  a 
high  jump,  and,  putting  his  hands  to  his  ears,  be  ran  about  the 
ship  in  a  state  of  alarm,  and  on  the  second  gun  being  fired  he 
fled  in  a  state  of  terror,  and  betook  himself  to  the  cabin  where 
Captain  Ross  was  sitting,  and  strove  to  hide  himself  under  the 
table.  By  degrees  Commander  Ross  induced  him  to  leave 
the  cabin,  but  no  eflbrts  could  prevail  on  him  to  ap- 
proach that  part  of  the  ship  where  the  gun  had  been  fired  off. 
To  draw  off  his  naind  from  the  circumstance.  Commander  Ross 
made  him  a  present  of  a  fil^  which  was  always  considered  by 
them  9M  a  most  valusble  present.  On  receiving  it  he  ex- 
pressed an  earnest  desire  to  take  it  to  his  parents,  but  Com- 
mander Ross  told  him  that  he  was  otk  the  point  of  setting  out 
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on  another  journey  into  the  country,  and  that,  if  be  wouEi  n- 
main  and  accompany  him,  a  further  remuneratioo  should  be 
made  toliim.     In  this  he  appeared  to  aoquitttoe ;  and  after 
this  he  went  to  the  steward's  room  in  order  to  feast  his  appe- 
tite according  to  agreement,  and  fed  like  a  voracious  gluUoo 
until  he  had  filled  his  stomach  to  the  full.     After  this  he  ap- 
peared quiet  and  easy,  as  though  nothing  particular  had  oc* 
curred  ;  but  as  night  came  on  he  took  advantage  of  the  dark* 
ness  to  quit  the  ship  and  to  return  to  his  people,  carrying 
with  him  a  number  of  nails  and  a  hammer  belonging  to  the 
carpenter,   who  had  been  engaged  in   making  a    travelling 
boat  for  Commander  Ross,  and  which  had  been  engaging  his 
attention,  probably  with  the  express  design  of  possessing  him- 
self of  such  articles  as  he  could  lay  his  hands  on. 

On  the  27 th  Commander  Ross  and  the  mate  acoompaoied 
a  party  of  the  Esquimaux  in  one  of  their  expeditions.  P^ 
vious  to  their  journey,  an  incident  occurred,  which  had  like 
to  have  been  attended  with  the  most  serious  consequenceSi 
For  some  time,  from  the  circumstance  of  Captain  Ross  having 
stated  to  them  particular  places  where  they  should  seek  for 
seals,  and  which  turned  out  to  be  successful,  they  became  im- 
pressed with  the  idea  tliat  he  was  an  Angekok  or  conjuior, 
and  that  events  took  place  according  to  his  will :  shortly  be- 
fore the  arrival  of  Commander  Ross  a  little  boy  Iiad  fallen 
from  a  precipice  and  was  most  severely  bruised ;  this  also  was 
attributed  to  the  power  of  Captain  Ross,  and  on  the  approach 
of  Commander  Ross,  who  was  fortunately  accompanied  by  Mr. 
M^Diarmid  the  surgeon,  the  Esquimaux  manifested  feelings 
of  so  hostile  a  character,  that  Commander  Ross  and  Mr. 
M'Diarmid  stood  on  the  defensive,  and  raised  their  guns  to 
their  shoulders  in  order  to  drive  back  their  assailants  ;  but  af- 
ter  a  little  parley,  and  Mr.  M^Diarmid  assuring  them  that 
though  the  child  was  much  bruised,  yet  that  no  b(mes  were 
broken  and  that  it  would  shortly  recover,  peace  was  rcstoied 
through  the  more  particular  interference  of  one  of  the  Esqui- 
maux females.  Commander  Ross  took  the  opportunity  when 
Iheir  usual  intercourse  was  re-established,  to  present  a  i^hwr 
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knife  which  he  had  ih  his  pocket  to  this  female^  and  her  thank- 
fulness and  affection  toward  the  donor  became  so  great,  that 
It  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  he  could  avcnd  rubUng 
noses,  (or  b^ng  koonigged  as  their  word  is).  She  practised 
every  manceuvre  tx>  enjoy  the  pleasure  of  rubbing  her  nose 
against  the  nose  of  the  Commander^  and  heat  length  escaped 
enjoying  the  favour  she  intended  him  by  the  party  setting  for- 
winrds  on  their  journey. 

On  the  2nd  of  May  the  first  snow-bird  was  seen,  which  wat 
considered  as  a  prognostic  of  the  weather  opening.  On  the 
followitig  day,  a  party  were  sent  with  provisions  fat  Com- 
mander Ross,  to  be  placed  as  had  been  appointed  for  his  use 
on  his  return.  As  these  provisions  could  not  be  conveyed 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  Esquimaux,  recourse  was  had 
to  a  deception  in  order  to  prevent  their  taking  possession  of 
them :  it  was  stated  to  them  that  the  Angekoks  had  directed 
them  to  oonvcy  a  certain  portion  of  proviaons  to  a  particular 
spot,  for  the  use  of  the  spirits  who  had  control  over  the  seals 
and  walrusses,  and  that  on  their  attending  to  these  directions 
depended  all  their  success  in  the  following  season.  A  more 
powerful  or  more  effiectual  means  could  not  have  been  devised 
to  preserve  the  provisions  for  the  use  of  Commander  Ross  and 
his  party ;  fof  after  this  was  made  known  no  power  or  per* 
suasion  whatevte  could  have  induced  one  of  the  natives  to 
touch  the  least  portion  of  the  provisions,  and  they  remained  in 
safety  Ull  the  return  of  Commander  Ross  and  his  party.  What 
a  pity  it  is  that  these  wretched  human  beings  diould  be  en* 
tirely  uninstructed  in  the  knowledge  of  the  true  God,  and  of 
Jesus  Christ  the  only  Saviour  of  mankind,  and  left  to  such 
diabolical  delusions.  What  a  pity  that  at  this  time,  when  ef- 
forts are  making  to  send  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation  to  almost 
every  quarter  of  the  wdrld,  the  poor  and  wretched  Esquimaux^ 
who  occupies  one  of  the  ttidst  dreary  parts  of  the  earth,  and 
possesses  fewer  means  of  comfort  than  any  other  people  un- 
der the  canopy  of  heaven,  rfiould  have  no  Wilberforce,  no 
Butlerwortb,  no  follower  of  the  ever  blessed  Jesus  to  advocate 
causey  to  urge  the  duty  of  sending  the  glad  tidings  of 
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salvation  to  their  snowy  hut8»  and  to  lead  them  to  the  know- 
ledge of  him  whom  to  know  is  life  eternal,  and  whom  to  servs 
is  perfect  freedom.  Should  these  observmUons  fall  under  the 
notice  of  any  wlio  can  urge  forward  the  claims  of  this  people, 
let  them  ever  bear  the  drcumstanoe  on  their  hearts  until  the 
event  is  accomplished. 

On  the  4th  of  May  Commander  Ross  and  his  companiona 
returned,  almost  worn  out  with  fatigue.     They  had  killed  two 
musk  oxen,  but  tlie  dogs  were  so  worn  out  that  they  were  un- 
able to  drag  their  provisions  to  tlie  ship.     One  of  the  oxen 
on  being  brought  on  board,  weighed  one  hundred  and  thirty- 
nine  pounds.    They  also  shot  some  grouse^.so  that  the  table 
in  the  cabin  was  well  supplied  with  game.     One  of  the  oxen 
was  left  behind,  where  it  was  killed,  until  they  had  time  to 
fetch  it  away.    This  circumstance  gave  the  natives  an  cqypor- 
tunity  to  cut  up  the  ox  and  appropriate  it  to  themselves,  car- 
rying it  into  the  vicinity  of  tlie  ship  for  the  purpose  of  barter- 
ing it  with  the  people  of  the  Victory  and  burying  it  under  the 
snow.     Commander  Ross  gave  to  two  of  the  natives  who  had 
accompanied  him  a  present  each  of  a  knife,  in  full  recom- 
pense for  their  services,  and  not  expecting  that  either  of  them 
would  claim  the  ox  which  was  left  behind.     Notwithstanding 
this,  the  Esquimaux  had  the  boldness  to  bring  the  ox,  cut  up 
in  large  pieces,  to  offer  for  sale,  and  as  one  of  the  party  was  of 
a  most  savage  appearance  and  demeanour,  it  was  thought  beat 
to  overlook  the  unfaithfulness  manifested,  and  a  file  being  . 
given  as  a  remuneration,  they  took  their  leave. 

In  the  course  of  a  few  days  another  expedition  took  place 
under  Commander  Ross,  accompanied  by  some  of  the  natives* 
They  set  out  with  two  sledges  drawn  by  dogs ;  but  they  had 
not  proceeded  to  any  great  distance  before  seven  of  the  party 
were  severely  afflicted  in  their  eyes  and  became  nearly  blind, 
and  were  obliged  to  return.  Mr  M^Diarmid,  on  examinatioD, 
stated  it  to  be  a  species  of  ophthalmia  occasioned  by  a  ccm- 
stant  exposure  to  the  glare  of  the  snow ;  and  by  his  judidoua 
treatment  of  them,  they  shortly  recovered,  excepting  that  it 
was  necessary  to  protect  the  eyes  by  wearing  a  shade  over 
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thetn.  The  foot  of  one  of  the  mates,  Geoi^  Taylor,  haying 
been  frost  bitten,  a  morUfication'  followed,  and  it  became  ne- 
cessary to  take  off  part  of  the  foot ;  this  operation  was  per"- 
formed  with  great  success  by  Mr.  M^Diarmid  the  surgeon ; 
and  it  was  indeed  rather  to  be  considered  as  wonderful  that 
more  casualties  did  not  occur,  when  the  men  were  so  often  ex- 
posed to  the  severities  of  the  weather. 

The  month  of  June  being  now  commenced,  the  crew  were 
busily  employed  in  caulking  the  ship,  setting  up  the  rigging, 
and  making  every  other  preparation  for  quitting  their  present 
situation  when  the  weather  would  permit.  The  birds  began 
to  re-appeir,  and  plovers,  grouse,  snipes,  buntings  and  other 
birds  made  their  appearance,  enlivening  the  scene  of  their  abode, 
as  well  as  affording  a  plentiful  supply  of  provisions  for  tbie 
table. 

On  the  14th  of  June  Commander  Ross  returncjd  from  his 
excursion,  after  an  absence  of  a  month,  during  which  time 
the  party  had  suffered  great  privations.  He  brought  back 
only  two  of  bis  dogs,  having  been  under  the  necessity  of  kil- 
ling some  of  them  to  provide  food  for  the  others,  having  been 
quite  unsuccessful  in  seal  catching,  and  in  his  efforts  to  pro- 
cure food,  llie  men  who  accompanied  him  in  their  appear- 
ance manifested  that  they  had  been  passing  through  tlie  se- 
verest trials,  and  the  result  altogether  was  of  the  most  un-cheer- 
ing  character.  It  appeared  to  be  clearly  certain  that  no  pas- 
sage was  to  be  found  to  the  west-ward,  and  that  if  it  was  to 
be  found,  it  must  be  sought  in  a  more  southerly  direction 
Still  ardent  in  the  pursuit,  Commander  Ross  resolved  upon 
another  expedition  as  soon  as  circumstances  would  admit,  and 
the  necessary  materials  and  provisions  could  be  prepared  for 
the  journey.  The  lossof  the  dogs  was  scarcely  possible  to  be 
replaced,  as  the  crew,  from  sickness  and  fatigue,  were  not  in  a 
proper  condition  to  undeigo  any  severe  labour.  To  drag  the 
sledges  through  the  snow  in  its  present  partly  melted  state  re- 
quired a  strength  far  exceeding  what  would  be  needed  when 
the  ground  was  hard  frozen,  and  the  surface  bccdme  of  an 
icy  character.     However,  on  the  ^5th,  ten  of  the  most  able  of 
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the  crew  set  fimraid,  carrying  •  boat  whidi  had  bean 
atnicted  for  the  purpose,  and^  with  the  awwtaiice  of  which 
Commauder  Rom  enterUdned  hopes  that  he  ahoirid  be  able  la 
cross  the  creeks  and  inlets  which  hitherto  had  so  much 
obstructed  his  progress.  In  a  few  hours  after  he  himself  aet 
out  and  followed  the  steps  of  his  party 

The  pumps  having  been  put  into  order  for  workings  the 
ship  was  pumped  clear,  a  drcumstanoe  which  had  not  taken 
place  for  the  kst  nine  months,  and  the  bilged  water  was  ex- 
tremely offensive,  so  much  so  that  the  men  could  scarcely  stand 
to  their  duty ;  and  it  became  a  matter  to  be  remarked  upon 
that  this  filthy  water  should  have  been  so  long  accumulating 
in  the  ship  without  producing  a  much  greater  d^ree  of  sick- 
ness. Having  finished  the  pumping,  the  men  were  employed 
to  cut  the  ship  clear,  in  order  that  she  might  be  righted,  as 
she  leaned  too  much  to  the  starboard.  Notwithstanding  all 
their  efforts  they  were  unable  to  bring  the  ship  to  her  proper 
level  and  she  continued  in  a  degree  in  a  straining  position. 

Parties  went  out  at  this  time  every  evening  with  their  guns 
and  brought  in  plenty  of  fowls,  so  that  there  was  no  occasion 
to  touch  the  resources  of  the  ship.  The  geese  also  laid  plen- 
ty of  eggs,  and  were  greatly  prized.  Several  deer  with  their 
fawns  were  also  seen  in  the  neighbourhood,  but  the  man  who 
saw  them  having  no  gun  with  him  they  escaped,  and  on  the 
following  day  they  could  not  be  traced.  Captain  Ross  having 
been  on  exciu^ons,  returned  on  the  3rd  of  July,  and  brought 
with  him  a  large  quantity  of  fish,  amounting  in  weight  to  about 
five  hundred  pounds,  which  he  bad  purchased  from  some  of 
the  Esquimaux,  being  the  amount  of  a  store  which  tliey  had 
laid  up  the  preceding  autumn.  These  fish  were  in  a  frozen 
state,  and  when  thawed  the  juices  of  the  fish  appeared  &s  freali 
as  though  only  caught  on  the  preceding  day*  In  consequence 
of  this  great  supply,  which  was  purchased  at  the  price  of  a  seal 
knife ;  an  issue  was  made  of  salmon  and  rice  to  each  man,  in 
lieu  of  the  preserved  meats,  and  they  appeared  to  enjoy  the 
change  with  great  pleasure.  A  party  were  now  sent  to  another 
store  offish  which  bad  been  purchased  by  Captain  Ross,  and 
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oT  greater  bulk  thin  the  ianoer,  a  great  part  of  which  were 
recently  caught.  A  tank  which  had  been  laken  out  of  the 
Fury  was  made  ^ise  of  to  stow  away  these  fish ;  first  a  Uyer 
of  snow  being  laid  down,  then  a  layer  of  salmon,  and  so  aU 
ternately  until  the  tank  was  filled. 

On  the  9th  an  Esquimaux  made  his  appearance  at  theship^ 
and  ofi«red  a  quantity  of  salmon  for  sale,  weighing  about  one 
hundred  and  twenty  pounds,  which  were  purchased  at  the 
price  of  a  seal  knife  and  a  file.  These  fish  however  were  of 
small  ttze,  not  weighing  more  than  a  pound  a  fish,  and  must 
not  be  supposed  to  come  to  any  thing  approaching  the  siae  of 
the  fish  caught  in  the  rivers  of  Scotland  or  England. 

On  the  l6th  Commander  Ross  and  Mr.  M^Diarmid,  with 
some  of  the  crew  accompanied  a  party  of  the  natives  on  a  fish- 
ing party,  taking  their  nets  with  them,  a  mode  of  fishing  un- 
known to  these  people.  Their  success  was  very  great,  and 
filled  the  natives  with  astonishment  On  the  first  haul  with 
the  net,  they  caught  520  salmou,  and  on  the  next  haul  1  ISO 
fish  were  procured.  The  surprise  and  joy  of  these  people 
was  excessive  on  the  occasion,  and  they  jumped  into  the  water 
on  observing  the  fish  in  shoals,  uttering  exclamations  of  joy, 
and  throwing  them  out  with  their  hands  as  far  as  possible  up^ 
on  the  land.  Commander  Ross  gave  them  as  many  as  they 
could  carry,  and  told  them  that  in  about  three  days  he  would 
again  bring  his  nets,  and  if  he  was  equally  successful,  that  they 
should  have  a  further  supply.  Accordingly  at  the  time  ap« 
pcHuted,  he  visited  the  spot,  and  found  that  the  Esquimaux 
were  there  to  meet  him.  They  received  him  with  loud  shouts 
expresnve  of  their  joy,  and  ran  towards  the  lake  where  they 
expected  to  be  favoured  with  the  same  degree  of  success  they 
had  formerly  experienced.  The  place  appeared  to  be  literal- 
ly full  offish,  and  on  throwing  in  the  seine  they  brought  out 
no  less  than  3|400  fish,  and  tlie  weight  was  so  great  that  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  that  the  seine  would  break. 

Nothing  could  exceed  the  pleasure  which  the  Esquimau:! 
manifested  at  the  sight  of  such  a  numberof  fish,  exceeding  almost 
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any  thing  on  record,  and  they  were  supplied  with  theoi  to 
thdr  hearts  content,  returning  to  their  huts  loaded  widi   food 
for  some  time  to  come.    The  crew  continued  in  the  mean  time 
to  proceed  in  rigging  the  ship,  and  gettirtg  on  board  the  tarioas 
instruments  which  had  been  used  in  the  observatories.     On 
the  20th  the  crow's  nest  was  got  up,  and  the  chests  and  bed* 
ding  were  sent  on  shore  in  order  that  they  might  be  properly 
aired.    There  were  at  this  time  several  of  the  crew  in  a  sickly 
state,  and  symptoms  of  scurry  appeared ;  but  every  means 
was  used  by  supplying  them  with  fresh  wholesome  food,  and 
causing  them  to  take  gentle  exerdse,  to  promote  their  recovery. 
On  the  24th  of  July  the  ship  became  clear  of  the  ice,  and 
every  prospect  was  now  presented  of  their  bemg  able  to  leave 
their  winter  abode.     Every  exertion  was  now  made  to  get  the 
ship  ready  for  sea  as  soon  as  the  ice  should  be  in  motion.  Thie 
launch,  which  had  been  drawn  under  the  ice,  became  disen- 
gaged, and  being  hauled  on  shore,  was,  on  examination,  found  to 
have  nine  of  her  limbers  broken  and  some  of  the  butts  started. 
It  was  deemed  necessary  however  that  they  should  take  the 
launch  with  them,  and  the  carpenter  was  therefore  ordered  to 
put  her  in  complete  repair.     On  the  first  of  August  the  main 
ice  became  loose,  but  still  the  way  of  release  for  the  ship  was 
far  from  cheering.     The  wind  necessary  to  open  a  way  for 
her  departure  by  dispersing  the  ice,  ought  to  have  been  south* 
westerly,  whereas  for  many  days  it  had  remained  northerly. 
Several  of  the  crew  were  in  a  very  bad  state  of  health,  and 
very  ill  qualified  to  undertake  the  arduous  duties  which  thev 
were  now  exjK?cting  to  be  called  on  to  perform.     At  no  great 
distance  they  saw  the  ice   running  and  clearing  the  sea,  but 
the  ship  was,  as  it  were,  cooped  up  in  a  small  bay,  and  the  ice 
closely  packed  around  them.     Commander  Ross  went  in  a 
boat  to  examine  the  state  of  the  ice,  and  on  returning  stated 
that  no  prospect  presented  itself  of  extricating  themselves,  and 
even  if  the  ship  was  moved  from  her  present  skuation,  still  there 
was  the  appearance  of  their  not  being  able  to  proceed  far  ^rithout 
meeting furtherbesetmcnts;  atallevents,  they  had  to  look  for^  ard 
to  a  most  difficult  and  intricate  navigatioui  in  which  much  judg- 
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ment  and  fortitude  would  be  neonury  to  socomplisb  their  es* 
otpe.  Th«r  present  lituaticm  was  aJtogelfaer  of  diamal  pros- 
pect, and  tended  very  much  to  du|Hrit  the  men,  as  it  Mcmed 
likely  they  would  hare  to  pau  another  winter  at  their  preaent 
atalion,  with  a  acardty  of  fuel  and  proviuonb  Of  the  latter 
however,  there  was  at  this  time  an  abundant  supply,  and  had 
been  for  some  time  past ;  Inrds  and  animals  were  daily  killed 
by  the  sportsmen,  and  the  6sh  were  apparently  inexhaustible. 
Tlie  shoals  often  came  so  close  to  the  shore,  that  they  might 
almost  be  tossed  out  by  the  band.  On  the  Slst  the  wind  be-, 
came  westerly  and  a  dawn  of  hope  began  again  to  arise,  but 
OD.the  1st  of  September  it  changed  to  the  northward  again, 
blowing  severely  and  accompanied  with  heavy  folk  of  snow. 
On  the  fdlowing  day  it  became  a  violent  hurricane,  and  ap- 
prehensions were  entertained  that  the  tackling  of  the  ship 
would  be  carried  away  by  it ;  the  ice  also  was  driven  along  u 
la^^  floes,  so  as  to  render  the  passage  more  difficult  for  the 
ship  whenever  she  might  float.  There  was  a  sufficiency  of 
water  to  enable  the  ship  to  move,  but  the  ice  was  to  packed 
■bout  the  outside  of  it,  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  at  na^ 
vigation.  The  depth  of  water  where  the  Victory  lay  was 
sometimes  very  shallow,  and  varying  from  three  feet  to  four 
and  five  fatboaia.  It  would  have  been  destruction  to  the  ship 
to  attempt  to  force  this  passage  at  low  water ;  but  on  the 
4th  of  September,  taking  advantage  of  the  spring  tides,  the 
nien  giving  three  cheers,  bcjgan  warping  the  ship  through  the 
passage,  and  to  the  inexpressible  joy  of  all  parUes  she  moved 
on  towards  her  destination.  She  had  proceeded  however 
but  a  few  yarda  before  she  grounded  on  a  rock,  and  as  the 
tide  returned  she  slipped  oflTaod  took  the  bottom.  Her  situ- 
ation was  thus  agaia  become  very  alarming,  but  their  hope 
was  that  she  would  float  at  high  water,  and  lliat  she  might  do 
so,  the  laborious  duty  of  lightening  her  by  taking  every 
article  out  of  the  ship  was  found  to  be  necessary.  Great  and 
arduous  was  this  undertaking,  but  the  necessity  was  evident 
and  thesefore  not  s  murmur  was  heard,  not  one  exprsaaioa  of 
auMtisfactku  uttwredi  .the,  attnipt  was  inatanUjaet  obou^ 
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and  the  ship  was  actually  cleared  of  all  her  stores  and  provi- 
sions. Having  thus  far  fulfilled  their  duty,  and  a  relaxntioo 
from  labour  having  opened  an  opportunity  for  reflection,  some 
of  the  crew  began  to  entertain  forebodings  that  their  Tojragie 
might  terminate  in  the  same  manner  as '  the  Fury,  and  that 
perhaps  the  stores  of  the  Victory  might  have  to  remain  on  the 
beach  to  supply  the  wants  of  some  future  voyagers  to  these 
northern  regions. 

The  riring  of  the  tide  was  now  anxiously  waited  for.  Every 
one  had  his  eye  fixed  by  his  solicitude  to  notice  its  slow 
though  certun  advance.  Should  she  not  float  there  appeared 
no  alternative  but  to  leave  her,  as  the  crew  of  the  Fury  had 
done  before,  and  seek  to  find  one  of  the  whaling  ships  which 
might  frequent  the  entrance  of  Lancaster  sound,  or  Baffin's 
bay :  but  the  hope  of  finding  any  ship  in  these  parts  would  be 
vain  until  the  spring,  and  that  therefore  they  must  expect  to 
pass  another  dreary  winter  in  these  inhospitable  and  cheerless 
climes. 

Steadily  was  the  eye  fixed  upon  the  vessel,  as  the  tide 
flowed  round  her ;  and  deeper  and  deeper  was  the  anxiety, 
with  which  the  mark  was  regarded,  which  indicated  the  alti- 
tude of  the  tide.  It  was  now  three  quarters  tide,  and  still 
the  Victory  was  stationary.  The  water  had  nsen  above  the 
numerical  mark  on  her  rudder ;  and  therefore,  unless  she  was 
actually  jammed  in  between  two  rocks,  the  confidence  amount* 
ed  almost  to  a  certainty,  that  she  would  float  before  tlie  wa» 
ter  had  reached  the  high  water  mark.  It  was  one  of  those 
trying  moments  of  human  life,  which  description  cannot  rekch, 
and  which,  imagination  in  the  wildest  of  her  flights,  can  scarce* 
ly  approach.  It  was  the  moment  of  decision,  perhaps,  be* 
tween  a  long  and  dreary  period  of  misery  and  want,  in  the 
utmost  extreo^  of  human  suffering,  and  a  safe  return  to  tiieir 
country  and  their  home. 

Gradually,  and  as  it  were  with  the  imperceptible  growth  ot 
the  tide,  the  water  gurgled  round  the  Victory.  It  was  a 
breathless  expectation,  depictured  in  its  strongest  features,  on 
the  oouAtensDoes  of  the  anxious  mariners;  and,  as  the  ship 
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first  heiTed  with  the  wave,  that  came  rolling  towards  he»^ 
the  watch  on  the  bow  shouted,  *■  riie  floats,  she  floats."  The 
■ound  passed  from  the  forenast  to  the  mizen :  and  Hope,  the 
tutelar  deity  of  the  sailor,  whispered  her  inqiiraticws  into 
every  breast.  The  tide  was  not  yet  at  its  height  j  but  al- 
though the  ship  was  afloat,  it  was  impoasUjIe  to  take  any  ad- 
Tantage  of  her  bong  at  liberty ;  for  as  the  stores,  and  in  fact 
the  entire  cargo  of  the  Victory,  were  on  the  beach,  it  would 
have  been  the  extreme  of  bad  management,  and  perb^  the 
tneana  of  deranging  the  whole  of  their  future  proceedings,  if 
they  had  attempted  to  move  fnxn  the  position,  in  which  they 
thenlay.  It  was,  however,connderedanactofprudeiicetoget 
her  into  deeper  water,  and  she  was  therefore  moved  as  far  as 
posnble  further  to  the  nwthward,  and  Iwd  alongside  of  a  berg 
which  seemed  b>  form  a  good  hold  for  her. 

As  the  tide  returned,  the  ehip  grounded  again  in  a  ntuatioB 
of  a  most  dang«vuB  character,  for  tite  bottcm  was  found  to 
consist  of  forked  and  sharp  pmnled  rocks,  by  which  the  bot- 
tom of  the  ship  might  be  greatly  injured.  Her  hull  was  in 
danger  from  the  pressure  of  the  ic^  and  she  might  reeeiTe  a 
squeeze  wbicb  would  disarrange  all  her  dmbers.  It  was  a 
matter  of  oonuderation  under  sudi  circumstances,  whether  i^ 
would  not  be  best  to  push  the  ship  farther  on  before  the  itont 
and  protiaons  were  conveyed  on  board,  whidi  in  that  case 
must  be  efiected  by  means  of  the  laundi ;  or,  whether  they 
should  be  conveyed  on  board  as  the  skip  now  lay.  In  the 
latter  case  there  might  be  a  danger  of  her  grounding  again, 
and  in  the  former  the  distance  would  occaaon  a  greater  delay. 
To  detnmine  this  point  soundings  were  takrai,  and  in  the  end 
the  stores  were  ordered  to  be  immediately  shipped.  The  whole 
of  the  two  following  days  were  occupied  in  conveying  the 
stores  on  board.  The  ship  now  lay  in  a  very  dangerous  state 
as  had  any  pressure  taken  place  from  the  iceberg  the  ship 
must  have  been  crushed.  However,  the  re^^bipment  of  die 
atfins  were  eompleted  without  any  accident,  and  the  tMQ  wen 
<M  to  eat  through  the  icebergs  with  tbdr  mm.  The  ioe  bow. 
•rcr  was  impelled  by  the  tide  into  the  bay,  and  fbrawd  siidi 
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httrf  niarteSy  thit  they  were  unable  to  force  a  passage  through 
them.  On  the  11th  the  wind  being  southerly,  all  haiids  wem 
employed  with  the  toe  saws,  and  a  passage  seemed  to  be  open, 
ed,  but  on  trial  the  ship  was  found  to  be  so  closely  bound 
in  with  htevy  ice,  that  nothing  effectual  was  aooomplisbed. 
The  crew  howerer  continued  to  employ  thar  sawfe  on  the 
18th  and  13th,  when  at  length  the  ship  floated  with  a  south* 
erly  wind. 

On  the  17th,  the  ice  opened  in  a  most  extraordinary  manner^' 
trith  the  wind  from  the  north-noHh-west,  and  the  Aurora 
shining  most  brilliantly.  A  boat  was  dispatched  to  examiiM 
the  ice^  and,  from  the  report,  that  was  received  on  Its  retuni; 
at  2  bVlock  P.M.,  the  Victory  was  mce  more  under  sail,  and 
she  stretched  along  the  land  until  having  made  nearly  four 
miles,  a  boat  was  sent  a-head  with  a  whale  fine,  and  the  ship 
was  made  fast  to  a  berg,  with  the  intention  of  itmainii^'  in 
that  position  until  the  following  morning.  During  the  18tb 
and  19th,  the  wind  shifted  to  almost  all  the  points  of  the  com- 
pass, driving  the  ice  in  every  direction.  But  the  Victory  had 
got  into  such  an  unfavourable  situation,  that  very  little  hope 
remained,  of  emancipating  her  from  it:  no  other  prospect 
tiierefore  presented  itself,  than  passing  another  winter  within 
four  miles  of  the  former  harbour.  On  the  20th,  the  wind  got 
round  to  the  south* west,  blowing  strong :  but  it  was  too  late 
for  the  Victory  to  take  advantage  of  it,  as  she  was  complMely 
firozen  in,  and  the  young  ice  pouring  in  upon  her,  in  all  direc- 
tions. The  labour  of  the  crew  was  here  severe  indeed,  in  cuU 
ting  away  the  young  ice,  to  keep  the  ship  clear:  but  it  was  n 
biost  disheartening  task,  for  they  had  no  sooner  cleared  her  in 
one  quarter,  than  she  was  blocked  up  in  another;  and  fatrit 
indeed,  was  now  the  hope  of  ever  moving  the  vessel  from  the 
perilous  situation  in  which  she  lay. 

.  On  die  morning  of  the  dlst,  the  wind  blew  from  the  'cksL 
wbrd  but  the  ice  deviated  not  from  its  usual  directioii ;  io« 
wards  mid-^day,  hov^ver,  it  veered  suddenly  round  to  the 
MOrtlhward;  and  on  account  of  this  sudden  change,  the  ice  e&Hit 
'hishihg  in,  drivteg  «vbry  thing  before  it.     At  that  time,  tlw 
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Victory  was  fast  to  two  large  bergs :  but  the  pressure  of  the 
ioe  was  so  great,  that  it  sent  the  bergs  and  the  ship  right-on 
shore,  so  that  at  low  water  she  was  lying  agronnd  on  some 
very  heavy  pieces  of  ice,  the  ioe  itself  being  aground  also; 
As  the  tide  rose,  she  floated,  but  with  every  ebb  she  rested  oin 
the  ice|  endangering  her  bottom,  and  rendering  her  situation 
one  of  the  greatest  peril.  All  hands  were  now  employed  'n 
clearing  away  the  ioe  from  under  her  bottom  :  the  consequence 
of  which  was,  that  when  the  tide  ebbed,  she  came  nearly  on 
her  broadside. 

On  the  27th,  the  riidder  was  unshipped ;  the  wind  still 
blowing  hard  from  the  northeast,-  and  about  two  miles  off,*  a 
vast  expanse  of  clear  water,  with  a  very  dark  watery  sky;  but 
the  ship  was  so  blocked  up,  that  it  was  then  reduced  to  a  cer- 
tainty, that  their  progress  for  that  season  was  at  an  end.  Com- 
mander Ross  left  the  ship  to  take  a  view  of  the  position  in 
which  the  Victory  lay,  and  to  seek  for  a  place  where  she 
might  harbour  for  the  winter.  He  ascended  a  hill,  and  to 
the  northward  saw  a  clear  sea,  in  which  the  Victory  might 
have  been  if  she  had  kept  on  her  course,  on  the  day  that  she 
left  Felix  Harbour,  instead  of  being  fastened  to  the  bergs. 

From  the  29th  of  September  to  the  Srd  of  October,  the 
crew  were  laboriously  employed  in  getting  the  ship  into  her 
winter  harbour,  and  in  five  days  thoy  got  her  no  furth<  r  than 
S5  feet.  The  crew  were  principally  engaged  in  cuttin;  a  i  a* 
nal  for  the  ship  to  winter  in,  or  rather  the  canal  was  cut  for 
the  purpose  of  getting  the  ship  into  deeper  water,  for  where 
she  then  lay,  the  heavy  ice  was  clear  of  her  bottom ;  but,  at 
low  water,  she  would  fall  on  her  broadside,  if  she  were  not 
shored  up  every  tide,  which  was  one  of  the  severest  labours 
which  the  crew  had  to  undergo,  during  the  whole  of  the  voy- 
age: in  fact,  it  may  be  affirmed,  that  the  privations,  which 
they  underwent  at  this  period,  and  the  constant  and  unremit- 
ting labour  to  which  they  ifere  exposed,  may  be  denominated 
as  the  most  trying  part  of  the  voyage. 

From  the  1st.  of  November  to  the  10th,  the  principal  duty  of 
the  crew  was  unrigging  the  vessel,  and   preparing  her  for  i/tt 


9S8  Bosi'a  sscoMP  yota«b 

wiDteriog ;  the  wind  blowing  strong*  ■owrtimes  aeoompnniedl 
with  snow,  from  the  northward  and  the  wettweid.  The  ship 
wet  banked  up  as  during  the  preeeding  winter,  and  a  snow 
deck  was  raised  as  a  protection  against  the  Tiolenoecrf'  the  we^ 
tber;  Snow  walls  were  also  built  aboul  the  ship^  and  an  ob 
sorratoiy  was  oonunenoed  on  the  highest  hill  in  the  immediate 
vicinitj  of  the  harbour.  The  powder  was  got  out  of  the  ship 
for  fear  of  fire,  and  the  boats  housed  up,  and  covered  with 
snowy  to  keep  them  from  renting.  A  spar  was  placed  on  a 
high  hill  as  a  flag«staff,  for  the  purpose  of  guiding  the  Esqui- 
maux to  the  ship,  whose  viats,  during  the  preoediog  winter, 
had,  in  many  instances,  been  lughly  acceptable,  as  they  were 
the  purveyors  of  different  kinds  of  food,  and  of  materiaia 
from  which  the  winter  clothing  was  to  be  made.  In  fine  wea- 
ther a  flag  was  hiMsted  on  the  spar  (  but  it  was  necessary  to 
keep  a  constant  watch  upon  it,  as  it  was  an  object  which  the 
Eiquimaux  women  had  a  great  desire  to  obtain  possession  crf*^ 
as  an  ornament  round  their  necks. 

The  dOth  of  November  was  the  last  day  in  which  they  en* 
joyed  the  sight  of  the  sun  ;  and  this  circumstance  led  the  par- 
ty to  reflect  on  the  privations  tliey  probably  would  have  to 
sustain,  and  the  difficulties  they  had  to  go  through,  by  remain- 
ing in  this  inhospitable  climate  another  winter.  l*he  oflioera 
now  began  to  go  out  in  the  purauit  of  game,  and  very  few 
days  intervened  wherein  some  were  not  procured.  They  thus 
passed  through  the  months  of  November  and  December,  keep- 
ing the  festival  of  Christmas  by  an  extra  allowance  of  grog 
and  soup,  and  other  provisions  to  the  crew  in  general,  and 
displaying  in  the  cabin  all  the  various  dainties  which  climates 
of  a  milder  character  could  be  found  to  provide.  The  crew 
had  also,  in  the  course  of  this  time,  built  observatories,  and 
erected  snow  walls  to  protect  them  from  the  severe  winds  and 
drifting  of  the  snow. 

The  commencement  of  the  new  year  was  severely  cold,  and 
the  thermometer  was  for  a  few  days  at  sixty  degrees  below 
yero ;  yet,  notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather,  parties 
often  went  out  on  shooting  expeditions.     About  the  middle  of 
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the  nonth  the  weather  beeame  more  mildy  and  on  the  19th 
the  Bun  ju8t  peeped  over  the  horieon  to  the  great  joj  of  the 
crew.  NotwithstandBng  the  aererity  of  the  weather  Com- 
mander  Ross  was  continually  visitiog  the  obsertatory  and 
taking  obsenrations-  The  month  of  February  eame  in  rery 
mild,  and  great  success  attended  the  shooting  parties.  At 
one  time  they  saw  fifteen  grouse  in  one  corey,  and  killed  • 
great  number  of  foxes.  On  the  SSrd  Commander  James  Ross 
and  Blanky,  the  mate,  commenced  the  dipping  needie,  the 
morements  of  which  they  watched  with  a  solicitude  and  in- 
tenseness  of  application  that  can  scarcely  be  described. 

The  weather  was  very  severe  during  the  month  of  March  and 
itiore  so  than  the  spring  of  the  preceding  year ;  there  was  aisc 
oftentimes  sudden  changes  of  the  weather  which  greatly  affected 
the  crew,  who  were  occupied  in  fetching  gravel  for  the  canal 
and  building  snow  houses  to  shade  the  thermometer.  The 
shooting  parties  still  continued  to  be  very  successful,  so  that 
the  cabin  was  abundantly  supplied  with  game.  On  the  6th 
of  April  orders  were  issued  for  a  party  to  prepare  for  an  ex- 
curnon  to  explore  the  hmd  which  runs  to  Cook's  basin,  an4 
also  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  some  musk  oxen.  To  this 
end  they  were  set  to  work  in  constructing  a  tent  for  the  party 
to  sleep  in.  This  basin  or  bay  was  to  the  northward  of  the 
ship,  with  a  long  point  of  land  running  out  to  the  ieastwaitly 
which  made  the  point  bear  north-east  from  the  ship.  From 
the  entrance  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  was  about  S7  miles,  but 
there  were  a  number  of  very  fine  rivers,  which  emptied  them- 
selves into  it ;  Cook's  Basin  lay  about  38  miles  due  north  from 
the  ship,  and  it  was  supposed  by  going  to  the  head  of  this  bay 
there  would  be  found  a  narrow  neck  of  land,  or  perhaps  a 
passage. ' 

On  the  12th,  some  seal  skins  were  delivered  to  the  party, 
for  the  purpose  of  making  some  travelling  shoes ;  and  on  the 
1 4th  some  of  the  Esquimaux  dresses,  which  had  been  purchas- 
ed of  the  natives  the  preceding  winter,  were  given  to  the  crew, 
in  order  to  make  of  them  a  deer-skin  covering  for  the  party, 
whilst  sleeping  in  the  snow  house;  format  this  time  of  the 


year,  during  the  travelling  expeditions,  it  wM  fouad  neoet* 
sary  to  build  a  snow  hou»e  at  every  stage  or  restioi;  pUoe. 

Tlie  14pth  of  April  was  Commander  Ross's  birtb-day,  hdng 
then  31  years  old ;  it  was  celebrated  in  the  cabiD,  and  the 
crew  had  each  of  them  an  extra  allowance  of  grog.  Qd  the 
18tb,  the  provisbns  for  the  travelling  party  were  all  wdgbed 
and  stowed  away  in  the  mat  sacks ;  and  on  the  following  day, 
nine  hands  were  sent  forward  about  two  miles,  with  the  dedge. 
On  the  20th,  all  hands  were  up  as  early  as  ludf  past  two  in  tlie 
rooming ;  and  having  partaken  of  a  hearty  breakfiist^  at  half 
past  three  they  set  out  on  their  excuraon. 

On  the  21st,  three  Esquimaux  came  to  the  ship  who  bad 
been  despatched  by  Commander  Ross,  with  instructions  to 
Captain  Ross,  to  send  some  men  with  them,  to  their  huts,  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  away  some  salmon,  that  had  been 
buried  since  the  preceding  August.  The  Esquimaux  remain- 
ed on  board  all  night ;  and  early  in  the  following  morning, 
Captain  Rots,  Mr.  M'Diarmid,  and  three  men,  acogimpaiued 
by  the  Esquimaux,  set  out  with  the  dogs  and  sledges,  to  fetch 
the  6sh,  and  returned  at  3  o^clock,  bringing  with  them  252lbs. 
of  fish  in  very  good  condition.  Two  of  the  Esquimaux  cf^me 
back  with  the  party,  and  renuuned  on  board  all  night.  A 
supper  was  provided  for  them,  and  they  each  of  them  con* 
trived  to  consume  about  three  pounds.  'I'Ueir  appetites  ap- 
peared to  increase  in  the  ratio  of  the  ciecreabe  of  the  food,  that 
was  before  them.  On  a  sudden,  both  of  them  were  seized  with 
an  excessive  vomiting,  which  appeared  tobetothemsucha  com- 
mon occurrence,  that  with  the  greatest  coolness,  tliey  allowed  tlie 
malady  to  subside,  and  then,  if  permitted,  would  have  re^ 
turned  to  dispose  of  the  remainder  of  the  fish  ;  but^  in  this 
tliey  were  prevented  by  one  of  the  officers,  who  had  quite 
satisfied  himself  with  this  specimen  of  Esquimaux  gluttqny% 
'J^hese  human  cormorants  took  their  departure  after  breakfast. 

On  the  16th  of  May,  two  different  parties  set  out  op  an 
exploring  expedition,  one  of  which  was  under  the  comm^d 
of  Captain  Ross  himself,  and  the  other  under  the  direction  of 
Commander  James  Ross.     Each  party  was  accompanied  by 
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fiv«  men,  and  a  good  suf^ly  of  provisions.  They  were  to  tra> 
vel  in  company  for  a  certun  distance ;  but,  as  Commander 
Ross's  journey  was  intended  to  occupy  Beveral  days  more  tliati 
that  of  Captain  Ross,  relays  of  provisions  were  appointed  lo 
be  made  For  his  use  at  different  intervals.  The  ^rd  being 
theanniversary  of  the  day  on  which  the  Victory  loft  Wool- 
wich, a  glass  of  grog  to  each  man  was  ^ren  in  order  that  they 
might  celebrate  the  event. 

The  foot  of  the  seaman  Taylor,  which  had  been  frost- 
bitten, and  which,  notwithstanding  all  the  attention  paid  to 
him  by  the  surgeon  Mr.  M*Diarmid,  became  in  a  worse  state 
and  it  was  determined  it  should  be  amputated;  accordingly,  on 
the  2nd.  of  June  the  operation  was  performed,  after  which  he 
was  laid  in  his  cot  with  every  appearance  of  dcnng  well.  Cap- 
tain Ross  in  the  mean  time  returned  from  his  expedition  with- 
out effecting  any  useful  discovery.  On  the  6th  a  party  were 
sent  out  with  an  additional  quantity  of  provisions  for  Com- 
mander James  Ross,  for  a  supply  on  his  return,  whi^  took 
place  on  the  13th  of  June,  after  a  month's  absence,  having 
penetrated  much  farther  than  on  the  preceding  year,  return- 
ing by  an  isthmus  which  divided  two  seas,  and  intersectol  by 
«  number  of  lakes.  He  was  informed  by  the  natives  that  the 
sea  here  abounded  with  walrusset,  seals  and  ^hales,  but  Uie 
party  saw  none  themselves.  Commander  Boss  stated  that  al- 
though he  had  discovered  a  sea  to  the  westward,  by  which 
their  voyage  might  be  extended  in  that  quarter,  yet  the  ap- 
pearance was  on  the  whole  very  unfavourable  as  to  the  pos- 
nbility  of  navigating  it:  however  the  drcumstance  inspired  a 
hope  that  as  sowi  as  the  Victory  became  liberated'  from  her 
present  rituatJon,  they  might  be  able  to  advance  to  the  west- 
ward so  far  as  to  determine  the  question  whether  there  was  a 
passage  to  be  found  in  that  direction. 

There  now  began  to  be  soUK  proq>ect  of  libenttiDg  theshtp 
as  the  ice  melted  fast;  butths  severttjof  the  frost  of  the  pre- 
sent year  eoalinued  to  k  muA  Itter  penbfl  than'  that  of  dM 
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Pr^Mration*  were  now  made  to  get  the  ifaip  in  a  propei 
'  aute  for  aea.  Fresh  wxter  wu  taken  in  and  the  tanks  stowed 
sway  in  the  hold ;  the  housing  was  taken  off,  and  the  abip 
rigged.  On  the  Snd  of  July  Commander  Ross  went  on 
•  ihooting  expedition,  and  brought  back  with  him  five  Esqui- 
maui,  four  of  whom  had  nerer  been  at  the  ship  before.  The 
asloniihment,  which  theae  poor  creatures  evinced,  on  being 
taken  down  into  (he  cabin,  was  most  extraordinary  ;  th^  aft- 
peared  as  if  some  magicdao's  wand  had  atricken  them  motion- 
less ;  the  only  part  about  them,  having  any  tendency  to  nxv 
tioo,  bring  thrir  eyes,  which  rolled  about  from  one  object  to 
another ;  and  then,  having  apparently  sttisfied  their  gaze,  they 
burst  into  a  kind  of  hysterical  laugh.  On  being  olTered  some 
refreshment,  they  shook  their  heads,  exclaiming  Kak.  Kat ; 
but  when  they  saw  thrir  companions,  who  had  been  at  the 
ship  before,  begin  to  devour  the  food,  which  was  placed  be- 
fcne  him,  they  threw  off,  by  degrees,  all  reserve,  and  in  a  very 
short  time  gave  a  decisive  proof,  that  they  were  able  to  sup. 
port  the  character  of  their  countrymen  for  acts  of  gluttony. 
On  discoursing  with  one  of  the  men,  it  was  discovered,  thai  he 
was  the  possessor  of  two  wives ;  but  he  very  cooly  intimated, 
that  one  of  them  was  very  much  at  the  s«^ce  of  any  one,  who 
on  seeing  her,  might  take  a  fancy  to  her.  They  stopped  on 
board  tintil  right  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  then  departed 
with  some  trifling  presents. 

On  the  following  day,  a  party  set  out  in  search  of  the  hnta 
c^  this  particular  tribe,  but  returned  unsuccessful;  during 
thrir  absence,  five  men,  and  three  women  with  three  childrm, 
arrived  at  the  ship ;  but,  although  they  brought  nrither  fish, 
n«-  wares  with  them,  yet  they  were  very  importunate  tor 
some  presents,  and  evinced  a  strong  disposition  to  pilfer  what* 
soever  they  could  lay  their  hands  upon  ;  m  fact,  they  appeared 
to  be  a  more  decritful  and  dishonourable  set  of  beings,  than 
the  natives  in  the  immediate  virinity  of  Felix  Harbour.  ITiere 
was,  however,  s  d^ee  of  fun  and  humour  about  these  men, 
which  hod  never  been  witnessed  in  any  other  individuals  of  the 
Esquimaux  tribe,  and  after  a  very  little  persuasion,  the  soikira  got 
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them  to  exhibit  Iheir  abilitieg  in  in  Gequimaux  dues ;  in  ttw 
course  of  which  they  threw  ibemwlvea  into  %  vuietjr  of  gto* 
tcique  and  ridiculoua  attitudes,  and  koooigged  the  difiereot 
ssilon  who  came  in  contact  mth  them. 

On  the  I6th,  Commander  Host  set  out  on  a  fiahing  ex* 
curskm,  to  a  place  called  North  Bay,  accompaoiAj  by  Mr. 
M'Diannid  and  «ght  of  the  crew,  takhig  two  of  the  Esqui. 
maux  OB  guides.  On  the  first  haul  with  the  net,  they  caught 
five  hundred,  and  at  the  aecond  they  caught  eleven  hun- 
dred and  forty-three  i  on  seeing  the  last  haul,  the  natives 
manifeated  their  joy  by  loud  exchunations,  and  plunging  into 
tbe  water  ladled  out  the  fish  with  their  hands.  These  natives 
had  never  be/bre  witnessed  the  catching  o[  fish  by  the  net,  and 
were  fiiled  with  the  utmost  aslomshment  at  the  circumstance. 
On  the  26th  they  also  caught,  at  one  haul,  S,SOO  salmon. 
The  privations  and  sufferings  which  the  men  endured,  at  this 
time,  were  however  of  the  severest  kind :  CurUa''s  feet  were  very 
much  excoriated,  and  Anthony  Back  became  sul^ect  to  fiti^ 
and  w«  obliged  to  be  conveyed  to  the  ship  on  a  sledge.  The 
fidi  which  had  been  procured,  were  preserved  aAer  different 
modes]  some  were  dried, others  were  salted  and  dned,  and 
some  were  4)ickled  in  vinegar,  and  the  crew  were  thus  en< 
gaged  until  the  end  of  July. 

On  the  Srd  of  August,  tbe  boats  were  got  off  from  the 
shore,  and  the  casks  were  filled  with  water ;  the  ice  also  be- 
gan to  ^ve  way,  and  the  ship  drove  a  few  feet  from  ber 
former  position.  Although  the  ship  was  now  liberiUed  from 
the  pressure  of  the  ice,  and  litentlly  surrounded  with  water, 
yet  the  winds  were  so  directly  in  their  teeth,  blowing  the  ice 
into  the  bay,  that  no  efforts  could  force  a  passage  into  the 
open  sea.  On  the  fith  the  ice  was  in  motion  about  the  ship, 
and  all  were  prepared  to  take  advantage  of  any  openbg 
whidi  might  occur,  the  wind  being  to  the  W,  N.  W, :  but 
after  a  time  tbe  wind  veered  to  the  northward,  driving  the 
ice  into  tbe  bay,  and  choaking  up  every  opening  whereby  tbe 
alup  might  escape.    The  influence  whidi  the  wind  had  19 
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making  an  opening  by  desring  away  the  ice  in  ofte  hour,  and 
in  tbe  next  choaking  up  the  opening  by  driving  the  ice  into 
ib*  bay,  uccaiioned  the  necenity  of  haag  on  tbe  m^  to 
take  advantage  of  any  favour^le  moment*  that  miglit  occur. 
Daring  tbi*  period  the  ship  had  been  made  faat  to  an  icebai;^ 
which  being  aground,  and  apparently  immoraUe,  ahe  waa,  as 
all.suppoBcd,  in  a  state  of  teTety ;  on  tbe  Sth  howerer,  to  tbe 
great  terror  at  all  on  board,  the  berg  capuzed  with  a  treawn- 
cknia  crash,  and  the  ship  would  have  been  thrown  on  bet 
beam  ends,  but  that  tbe  hawsers  sn^iped  with  the  strain,  and 
left  the  venel  without  any  moorings.  All  hands  instaotly 
turned  out,  and  the  vetael  was  quickly  made  fast  to  another 
berg,  although  her  present  utuation  Sid  not  teem  to  be  witb- 
out  leaving  apprehensions  fm  her  safety. 

On  the  ISth,  a  party  of  the  Esquimaux  paid  them  a  vint, 
among  whom  was  the  native,  for  whom  a  wooden  leg  waa 
made  by  the  carpenter.  He  bad  the  misfortune  to  bresJc  his 
wooden  leg,  and  pud  this  virit  to  solicit  the  gift  of  another, 
which  accordingly  was  promised  to  be  got  ready  for  htm, 
agunst  the  next  day,  when  he  came  again  to  the  ship,  aocon- 
panied  by  the  whtrfe  of  the  tribe,  amounting  together  in  men, 
women  and  ctiildren  to  twenty-two  persons,  among  these 
several  were  recf^ized  as  having  been  thdr  acquaintance 
when  lying  in  Fdix  harbour,  and  s  familiarity  quickly  took 
place  trf*  a  laughable  character,  as  the  Esquimaux  placed 
their  noses  in  close  contact  with  the  noses  of  their  former 
acquuntance,  and  koonigged  the  sailors  till  their  f«cea  had 
partaken  somewhat  of  tbe  dirty  colouring,  of  thnrnvtbem 
acquaintance.  Dancing  was  now  introduced  and  the  Esqui- 
maux ladies  laid  hold  of  oEGcer  or  sailor,  just  as  they  came 
within  their  reach,  pUytng  all  manner  of  antics  much  after 
the  manner  of  Bwtholomew  Fair.  Mr.  I<ight  accompanied 
all  thdr  movementi  by  various  tunes  on  bis  violin,  and  jump> 
ing  and  jollity  continued  till  all  were  tolerably  well  fatigued 
with  th^r  vaiiouB  amusements.  They  afterwards  partotA  cf  a 
repast  of  baked  leul  and  Unbber,  and  were  then  rowed  on 
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shore  fully  satisfied  with  the  kindiHiss  of  their  hosts  and 
made  the  best  of  their  way  to  their  several  huts.  On  Sunday, 
the  1 4th  the  Esquimaux  again  presented  themselves  on  the 
beach,  making  signs  that  they  desired  to  come  on  boards 
CapUun  Ross  consented,  and  ordered  a  boat  to  be  sent  for 
them.  There  was  considerable  difficulty  in  making  the 
women  sit  still,  and  one  of  the  youngest  having  fixed  her 
affections  upon  one  of  the  sailors,  resolved  in  despite  of  all 
law  or  rule,  that  she  would  koonig  him  in  the  boat ;  the  con- 
sequence was  that  this  lady  would  have  been  immersed,  head 
and  heels  in  the  water,  but  for  the  interference  of  one  of  the 
sailors,  lliis  however,  to  an  Esquimaux  of  either  sex^  is  no 
great  punishment,  for  in  their  travels  to  their  fishing  and 
hunting  stations,  the  ice  frequently  gives  way  beneath  their 
weight,  and  they  are  plunged  into  the  water ;  this  so  often 
happens,  that  they  regard  it  <ns  a  matter  of  course. 

On  the  15th,  ten  Esquimaux  came  on  board,  coAi plaining 
that  their  provisions  were  gone ;  some  seal  and  blubber  were 
cooked  for  them,  Abernethy  having  succeeded  in  getting  n, 
seal  on  board  which  he  had  mortally  wounded  the  preceding 
day.  This  was  a  fortunate  occurrence,  for  it  seldom  happens 
that  the  seal  travels  far  from  its  hole,  (the  ppace  of  water 
being  so  called  by  the  Esquimaux,  when  the  seals  come  up 
for  the  purpose  of  respiration)  and  even  if  the  bullet  were  to 
strike  him  in  a  vital  part,  he  generally  rushes  into  the  water, 
and  dies  beneath  the  ice.  At  their  departure,  Commander 
Ross  gave  a  proportion  of  dried  fish  to  those  who  had  families, 
and  a  smaller  quantity  to  those  who  had  none,  the  greater 
part  of  the  fish  was  in  a  mutilated  state,  having  been  deprived 
of  a  head  or  tail  by  their  own  dogs,  but  this  circumstance  did 
not  appear  to  depreciate  the  fish  in  their  estimation* 

The  weather  for  this  month  was  exceedingly  inauspici- 
ous ;  on  the  l6th  a  heavy  fall  of  snow  took  place,  and  there 
was  alternate  rain  and  snow,  throughout  the  remainder  of 
that  day,  and  part  of  the  succeeding  one  the  ice ;  continued  sta- 
tionary, and  there  appeared  no  prospect  of  its  clearing  away  for 
some  time.     On  the  20th  the  wind  blew  strong  from  W.  S.  W. 
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and  the  ice  letting  N.  E.  On  the  following  day,  howcrer.  the 
wind  Yeered  suddenly  round  to  the  eastward,  which,  in  the 
situation  the  Victory  tlien  lay,  was  the  most  adyerae  wind 
that  could  blow,  the  ship  not  having  the  slightest  shelter. 
The  berg,  to  which  the  vessel  was  fastened  astern,  floated, 
and  the  bower  anchor  was  immediately  got  ready.  The 
Victory  was  now  placed  in  a  very  awkward  predicament ;  the 
wind  at  east,  blowing  dead  upon  the  land,  drove  the  whole 
body  of  the  ice  du-ect  into  the  place  where  the  ship  lay.  On 
the  22nd  the  wind  blew  from  the  northward,  with  all  the 
kwse  ice  drifting  on  shore,  this  was  fortunate  for  the  Victory, 
and  an  anchor  and  a  hawser  were  taken  to  a  berg  astern,  it 
being  aground,  and  the  ship  was  fastened  to  it. 

On  the  evening  of  the  26th,  the  ice  set  in  with  an  over- 
powering force,  by  which  the  whale  boat  got  a  tremendous 
nip,  which  broke  all  her  timbers  and  five  thwarts,  and  render- 
ed  her  nearly  useless.  She  was  got  on  board  afler  oonaider- 
able  labour,  when  she  was  cut  in  two,  by  order  of  Captain 
Ross,  and  a  four-oared  boat  made  of  one  of  the  parts.  The 
wind  now  blew  from  the  south  and  east,  and  it  was  judged 
advisable  to  moor  the  ship  afresh,  and  a  party  was  sent  on 
shore,  for  that  purpose.  The  crew  were  afterwards  employed 
in  greissing  the  masts,  loosening  sails,  and  other  duties  neces- 
sary to  be  performed,  before  the  vessel  would  be  prepared  to 
leave  her  second  winter  harbour:  an  event  which  was  daily 
to  be  looked  for,  with  very  great  vigilance  on  the  part  of  the 
officers,  and  afforded  them  little  leisure  for  any  other  occupa- 
tion. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  27th,  the  moorings,  which  had 
been  fastened  to  the  shore,  suddenly  snapped  from  the  heavy 
strain  that  was  continually  upon  them ;  all  hands  were  turn- 
ed out  to  secure  the  ship  again,  but  although  it  was  effected, 
the  situation,  in  which  the  vessel  lay,  was  not  considered  as 
wholly  exempt  from  danger.  At  eight  oVKkU  in  the  even- 
ing, the  wind  blowing  from  the  westward,  the  ice  became  all 
in  motion,  driven  to  the  southward  and  the  eastward. 

The  28th  was  the  day  of  emancipation  of  the  Victory,  from 
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■er  long  coDfiacment  ia  faer  teoHMl  winter  h»bour.  The 
norning  broke,  with  fresh  breezei  from  the  south,  but  at 
right  o'clodc  the  irtnd  changed  to  the  W.  N.  W.  and  all 
haiidB  were  emplojed  in  clearing  tl.e  ice  from  the  ship.  At 
nine  o'clock  hore  the  larboard  hawter  taught,  and  then  cut  it, 
as  it  was  under  a  piece  of  ice,  that  wosaground;  several  hands 
were  now  sent  on  shore,  lo  bring  off  whatever  remained 
belonging  to  the  ship,  and  at  1  f.  h.  she  was  warped  up  to 
windward,  at  4  r.  h.  the  ship  was  made  fast  to  a  piece  of 
ground  ice.  Commander  Ross,  with  a  boat's  crew  now  went  on 
■bore,  for  the  purpose  of  aacertaining  the  state  of  the  ice  that 
was  running  out  of  the  Nortb  Baj,  which  had  continued  with- 
out intermission  for  eight  or  nine  hours;  and  therefore  it  was 
hit  opinion,  that  there  must  be  an  end  to  it.  He  ascended 
an  exoeedingl;  high  hill,  that  looked  not  only  directly  into 
the  bay,  but  also  up  it ;  and  on  returning  to  the  ship,  he  io- 
Ibrmed  CaptMn  Ross  that  the  ice  seemed  to  be  clear.  As  the 
wind  was  from  the  W.  N.  W,  they  cast  off,  and  stretched 
aking  the  laod,  keeping  the  ship  in  the  wind,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  getting  the  dingey  on  board,  she  being  sent  to  cast 
off  the  line.  A  piece  of  ground  ice  under  their  lee,  obliged 
them  to  go  about  ship  on  the  starboard  tack,  by  which  ar- 
cumstance  a  great  deal  of  ground  was  iost,  which  was  conn- 
derably  increased  by  being  obliged  to  take  the  launch  in  tow 
astern  of  the  ship,  thereby  banging  as  a  dead  weight  upon 
her,  when  she  ought  to  have  been  entirely  free  from  every  in- 
cumbrance of  the  kind.  The  ship  having  hardly  headway, 
again  brought  another  berg  under  their  lee,  which  it  was 
found  impossible  to  weather,  and  the  ship  struck  it  on  her 
larboard  bow,  which  shoved  her  bead  up ;  but  as  she  did  not 
lose  her  headway,  she  went  about  her  own  length,  and  took 
the  rocks  forehoul,  and  her  stern  dropped  in  on  the  berg, 
and  the  rudder  was  nearly  knocked  to  pieces. 

The  consequences  of  this  accident  wexe  of  the  most  serious 
aspect,  the  ship  was  for  a  time  unmanageable,  and  in  a  situation, 
that,  hod  the  wind  blown  with  violence  from  the  wMlhward, 
the  sailors  would  really  bav«  been  <Migad  to  exclaim,  *'good 
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bye.  Victory.*'     Tb^  carpenters  were  employed  during  the 
night  in  repuring  the  rudder,  which  could  only  be  performed 
by  lantern  light,  the  task  therefore  proceeded  slowly ,  and  in* 
securely ;  independently  however  of  this  inauspicious  erent, 
the  ship  was  lying  all  the  while,  with  her  forefoot  on  the 
rocks,  in  the  most  imminent  danger  of  having  her  bottom 
injured,  or  of  falling  on  her  broadside.     In  order  to  provide 
against  the  latter  calamity,  a  hawser  was  got  out  to  the  west- 
ward, it  was  a  matter  almost  of  life  or  death,  the  very  exis- 
tence of  the  Victory  depended  at  this  moment,  upon   the 
strength  and  goodness  of  the  hawser ;    the  strain  was  tre- 
mendous, the  men  were  hanging  on  their  hand-spikes,  another 
haul  of  the  capstem,  and  perhaps  all  was  safe.      This  was  a 
moment  of  breathless  anxiety  and  expectation,  she  floated 
into  deep  water,  and   was  hauled  in  shore  to  the  westward^ 
and  remained  in  that  position  during  the  whole  of  the  night. 
The  morning  of  the  29th  broke  with  strong  breezes  from 
west  by  south,  all  hands  were  turned  out  as  early  as  eight 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  the  6rst  part  of  their  duty  was  to 
ship  the  rudder.     The  boat  was  next  hoisted  up,  and  the 
vessel  was  once  more  under  way.      The  dingey  was  got  on 
board,  and  the  ship  stretched  gallantly  across  the  bay,  to- 
wards the  north  point.     At  5  p.  m.  the  breezes  freshened,  by 
which  the  jib  was  split,  and   the  mizen  lug  boom  carried 
away;  a  new  jib  was  immediately  bent,  the  ship  working 
hard  to  windward. 

At  seven  they  set  the  gafi*  top-sail  and  fore-U)p.gallant-sail, 
some  heavy  squalls  coming  on,  with  the  wind  veering  to  the 
northward,  and  thick  weather  accompanied  with  snow.  A 
small  bay  clear  of  ice  was  now  entered  by  them  ;  and  the  ship 
was  hauled  to  the  wind  and  put  about,  while  in  stays  she 
was  however  baffled  by  the  wind  from  westering,  but  still  ha- 
ving  head-way  she  ran  so  close  to  the  shore  as  to  create  much 
apprehension.  The  jib  eventually  took  the  right  way,  and  as 
the  ship  came  round,  she  caught  with  her  keel  upon  the  rockf 
so  close  to  land,  that  it  was  very  easy  to  step  from  the  stem 
on  shore.     At  eleven,   they  tacked  again,  and  stood  over  to 
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the  south-west  shore :  the  boat  was  sent  away  with  a  forty 
fathom  line,  and  it  was  made  fast  on  shore :  they  hove  on  it, 
bttt  it  slipped  oflT,  the  ship  at  that  time  having  shortened  sail. 
The  lead  was  heaved  overboard,  and  found  twenty-three  fa- 
thoms water;  the  anchor  was  Ict^,  and  another  line  run  out 
to  which  the  ship  was  made  fast.  In  the  afternoon,  Com- 
mander Ross  surveyed  the  bay,  and,  on  his  return,  the  ship 
was  got  to  the  head  of  it.  The  wind  N.N.E.  with  snow :  the 
ice  running  to  the  southward.  The  name  of  Victory  Har- 
bour was  given  to  the  bay  by  Commander  Ross.  About  two 
miles  and  a  half  to  the  north-east  of  this  harbour,  there  is  a 
passage  round  the  point,  through  which  runs  a  strong  tide. 
On  the  30th,  Commander  Ross  and  a  boat's  crew  went  to  the 
passage  to  see  if  it  was  clear  of  ice,  and  reported  on  his  re- 
turn, that  it  was  blocked  up,  the  ice  running  to  the  northward. 
He  made  another  survey  on  the  evening  of  the  same  day,  and 
found  the  ice  much  more  open  ;  some  hope  was  therefore  en* 
tertained  that  their  present  harbour  was  not  intended  to  be 
their  winter  one. 

On  the  3 1st,  the  hands  were  employed  in  mooring  the  ship ; 
towards  evening,  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  crew,  the  wind 
came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the  south-west,  and,  before  the 
night  closed,  it  blew  a  gale  direct  from  the  south.  This  was 
the  very  wind  for  which  they  had  so  earnestly  prayed,  ais  be- 
ing the  most  favourable  for  driving  the  ice  out  of  the  bay, 
and  removing  the  blockade  at  the  entrance,  so  as  to  enable 
them  to  get  out.  On  the  morning  of  the  Ist  of  September  the 
wind  continued  to  blow  strong  from  the  south  and  south-west ; 
and  as  their  return  to  England  depended  solely  upon  the 
continuance  of  this  wind,  it  was  with  the  most  fluctuating 
feelings  of  hope  and  fear,  thaf  the  crew  watched  even  the 
slightest  change,  dreading  the  least  variation  of  the  vane,  as 
if  their  existence  depended  upon  it.  The  dreadful  consequen- 
ces that  would  in  all  probability  result,  in  the  event  of  their 
being  compelled  to  remain  during  the  winter  in  their  present 
ntuation,  were  well  known  to  all  the  men ;  they  were  well  a- 
ware  that  no  other  fate  could  possibly  await  them^  than  their 
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being  obliged  to  travel  to  Furj.  Beach  the  following  spriog^ 
with  the  mo6t  distremng  uncertainty  upon  their  minds,  whe* 
ther  they  should  iind  the  stores  as  they  had  left  them  ;  for  the 
provision  they  had  remaining  on  board  the  Victory  was  bare- 
ly sufficient  to  last  till  the  following  May,  if  the  men  continu- 
ed on  full  allowanee  during  the  whole  dme.  But  thra*  bright 
hopes  were  soon  dispelled ;  and  the  golden,  though  delunve 
opportunity  that  presented  itself  for  so  short  a  period,  was 
totally  lost,  for  before  five  o'clock  the  ice  came  running  into 
the  bay  at  a  rapid  rate.  The  starboard  bower  anchor  was  let 
go,  and  all  hands  were  turned  out  to  secure  the  ship,  which 
was  accomplished,  though  contrary  to  the  expectations  of  the 
major  part  of  the  crew.  On  the  2nd  of  October,  the  bay  was 
full  of  ice.  The  ice  appeared  in  the  offing  accordingly  as  the 
tide  ebbed  or  flowed,  north  or  south.  By  four  o*clock  in  the 
afternoon,  the  bay  was  clear  of  ice,  the  wind  blowing  fresh 
from  the  north  to  north-west. 

At  three  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  the  3rd,  all  hands  were 
turned  out,  to  heave  the  ship  over  to  the  north,  as  whens 
she  then  lay  her  keel  at  times  touched  the  ground.  At  six 
o'clock,  Commander  Ross  with  a  boat^s  crew,  went  to  examine 
the  state  of  the  ice  in  the  passage  ;  and«  on  his  return^  in  a> 
bout  two  hours,  reported  that  it  was  clear  of  ice,  but  the  wind 
was  dead  foul  against  them»  Towards  evening,  it  blew  a  tre- 
mendous gale  from  the  north,  on  which  the  yards  were  point- 
ed to  the  wind.  A  heavy  fall  of  snow  ensued,  which  came 
driving  with  the  wind  with  such  violence,  that  it  was  impossi- 
ble for  the  men  to  stand  up  against  it  The  ice  also,  impel- 
led by  the  wind,  ran  rapidly  to  the  southward^  accompanied 
with  a  roar,  which,  at  midnight,  was  calculated  to  instil  the 
feelings  of  horror  and  of  awe  into  the  stoutest  lieart. 

On  the  6th,  very  heavy  ice  was  setting  fast  into  the  hay  ; 
on  which  every  man  was  ordered  out  to  secure  the  ship.  With 
great  difficulty  she  was  got  into  the  middle  of  the  harbour, 
where  she  received  the  heaviest  nip  that  had  befallen  her  du* 
ring  the  whole  of  her  voyage.  So  great  was  the  pressure  that 
she  careened  nearly  keel  out,  and  did  not  get  righted  toft  se* 
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TCtil  hours,  diuug  wbkh  it  wu  Bpprdieiided  every  moment 
that  she  would  fall  on  her  beam  ends.  After  the  nw«t  atrenuoua 
exertions,  the  iee  being  partially  cleared  away,  she  righted ; 
and  then,  with  the  least  posuble  delay,  was  got  to  the  head  a{ 
the  bay,  and  moored  to  the  rocks,  and  to  a  berg.  The  ruddet 
was  now  unshipped,  and  erery  precaution  taken,  to  prevent  the 
recurrence  of  a  umilar  dlaaster,  on  which,  perhaps,  the  very 
£sle  of  the  vessel  depended. 

In  the  evening  of  a  few  daya  afUr,  a  party  of  Esqui- 
maux, bdonging  to  the  family  of  Tuluach,  came  to  the  ship, 
and  complained  much  of  the  want  of  provisions,  which  ap- 
peared rather  strange  to  the  officers,  who  well  knew  that  their 
stow-holes  were  full  of  fish,  and  perhaps  better  filled  than 
ever  they  were  before,  on  account  of  their  having  received  a 
great  quantity  from  the  different  fishing  parties  belonging  to 
the  Victory,  which  the  men  could  not  bring  away  with  them. 
From  die  statement  of  these  people,  it  appears,  that  each 
season  lus  its  appointed  kind  of  food,  as  in  the  same  manner 
distinguishes  more  fertile  and  fruitful  countries.  They  ge- 
nerally resort  to  their  stow-holes  in  the  summer,  when  their 
principal  food  is  fish,  as  the  teals  have  then  migrated  to  other 
partB  t  but  agun  return  about  the  month  of  September,  very 
few,  however,  were  to  be  seen  at  this  time ;  and,  as  the  cir> 
cumstance  of  some  having  been  shot  by  the  officers  and  crew, 
had  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  natives  on  their  previous 
visit,  they  now  presented  themselves  before  the  great  Ange- 
kok  to  pray  his  interference  with  the  seals,  and  force  them  to 
appear  in  greater  numbers.  They  had  applied  to  their  own 
Angekok,  who  had  accordingly  paid  a  visit  to  the  sjurit,  who^ 
in  the  lower  regions,  holds  dtsninion  over  the  seals,  and  a  ter- 
rible cmffict,  according  to  the  representation  of  the  Angekok, 
had  taken  place  between  them ;  which  terminated  by  the 
great  spirit  b^g  c^liged  to  succumb  to  his  superior'  prowess, 
and  promising  that  the  seals  should  be  set  at  liberty.  But 
for  aaine  reason,  which  they  could  not  exactly  divioe,  (altbougb 
tbey  had  their  suspiaons  on  the  subject,)  ihe  great  sprit  had 
filiUd  in  keeping  his  [Homise;  in  conaeqoeiie^  the  aetli  vert 
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Still  kept  fFOin  visiting  the  upper  world ;  and  they  felt  coo- 
vincedy  that  unless  the  spirit  below  oould  by  some  powerful 
means  be  brought  to  his  proper  senses,  and  compelled  to 
forego  his  unjust  hold  upon  the  seals,  the  ultimate  re>ult 
would  be,  that  the  whole  of  the  tribe  would  be  reduced  to 
absolute  sUrvation.  Under  this  pressing  exigency,  and  with 
the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  having  so  great  a  calamity  avert- 
eil,  they  solicited  the  aid  and  assistance  of  the  mighty  Ange- 
kok,  (Captain  Ross,)  on  board  *'  the  great  house,*^  as  the 
Victory  was  termed,  for  his'superior  dignity  and  importance  bad 
succeeded  in  making  such  deep  impressions  upon  the  minds 
of  the  natives,  that  they  fell  thoroughly  convinced  that  bis 
power  extended  so  far,  as  to  give  the  refractory  spirit  below  a 
hearty  drubbing,  and  force  him  to  relinquish  his  dominion, 
not  only  over  the  seals,  but  also  over  all  tlie  other  animals  which 
had  thrown  themselves  under  his  protection. 

Captain  Ross  had  such  strong  proofs  of  the  natives  being 
so  thoroughly  convinced  that  the  seals  were  under  his  domi« 
nion,  that  he  deemed  it  politic  and  advisable,  for  very  cogent 
reasons,  to  let  them  remain  in  their  error ;  and  he  therefore 
undertook,  that  if  they' would  pay  a  visit  to  the  ship  afler  a 
senik,  or  sleep,  to  take  care  that  a  seal  should  be  in  readiness 
fur  them.  Fortunately,  however,  for  Captain  Ross,  two 
seals  had  been  brought  to  the  ship  on  the  preceding  day, 
which  they  had  not  skinned  ;  and,  therefore,  the  fulfilment  did 
not  depend  upon  the  contingency  of  being  able  to  kill  one  ; 
indeed,  if  he  had  not  been  swayed  by  a  particular  motive,  he 
could  have  given  them  tlie  seal  at  that  moment,  but  the  delay 
was  designedly  sought  for,  in  order  to  confirm  the  natives  in 
their  belief  of  his  supernatural  powers,  and  that  the  ac- 
quisition of  a  seal  at  any  time  depended  merely  upon  his 
will.  .  Captain  Ross  also  found  it  to  be  greatly  to  his 
interest,  to' encourage  the  natives  m  entertaining  a  belief 
of  his  supernatural  powers,  as  it  was  the  means  of  inti- 
ting  them,  and  preventing  them  firom  committing  ma* 
'tS|  which  would  otherwise  have  taken  place;  for^ 
viction  was  strong  upon  tlieir  minds,  that  he  was  in 
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poswssion  of  a  power  which  would -«able  him  to  discoTer  thk 
thief,  and  force  htm  ta  the  reitilulion  of  the  stolen  property, 
with  the  immediate  infliclion  of  the  puniihmeDt  annexed  to 
the  commisssion  of  so  heinoub  an  offence. 

It  became  at  last,  aiettledpoint,  with  the  men,  that  they  had 
reached  the  extent  of  their  voyage  to  the  westward  {.and,  on 
the  same  evening,  one  of  the  men  went  to  the  top  of  the  near- 
est hill,  and  returned  with  the  report  that  the  ice  appeared 
to  be  setting  into  the  bay ;  but,  that  to  the  westward,  the  sea 
was  clear  of  ice  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  It  was  under 
such  circumstances  that  the  crew  felt  the  peril  of  their  liiun- 
lion,  the  prospect  before  thent  being  good  and  cheerful,  while 
the  vessel  was  as  firmly  bound,  as  if  she  had  been  wedged  in 
with  iron.  It  was  suggested  by  Commander  Ross  whether 
it  would  not  be  practicable  to  cut  a  groove  or  canal  through 
the  ice  suffideDtly  large  to  allow  of  the  passage  of  the  eliip; 
but  the  extraordinary  and  sudden  variation  of  the  wind  was  a 
great  impediment  to  any  scheme,  which  had  for  iis  design  the 
liberation  of  the  ship ;  for,  if  it  blew  from  a  favourable  quar- 
ter in  the  morning,  in  the  evening  it  would  change  to  one  di- 
rectly opposite,  but  chiefly  hanging  to  the  northward,  which, 
although  favourable  for  clearing  the  bay  of  ice,  was  directly 
against  the  sailing  of  the  ship. 

£arly  on  the  following  morning,  Commander  Ross,  accom- 
panied by  Mr.  M'  Dianuid,  set  out  upon  an  excursion;  the 
result  of  which  was,  that  the  Victory,  unless  some  most  ex- 
traordinary  circumstances  should  occur,  would  be  doomed  to 
pass  another  winter  amidst  scenes  of  desolation,  darkness,  and 
danger ;  it  was  also  very  evident,  that  all  chance  of  success,  in 
the  great  object  of  their  expedition  was  thrown  away,  not  to  be 
agun  recovered  ;  for,  on  the  suppuNlion  that  on  the  breaking 
up  of  the  ice  they  could  find  a  passage  to  the  westward, 
it  would  not  be  prudent  to  attempt  it,  and  thereby  run  the 
risk  of  being  blocked  up  again  for  another  winter,  with  a  dearth 
of  fuel,  and  dependent  in  a  great  degree,  upon  the  casual  sue. 
cess  of  the  sportsmen  for  their  maintenance.  To  atlenipt  ano> 
ther  winter,  exposed  above  all  things  to  scarcity  of  fuel^  wquld 
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be  UnUmount  to  the  death  of  the  whole  of  the  crew^  §md 
under  circumstances  at  whidi  the  human  inu^giDatioB  miiil 
shudder,  and  for  which  scarcely  a  parallel  could  be  found  in 
history,  with  the  exception  of  the  death  of  Sir  Hugh  WiUough- 
bj  and  his  crew  on  the  coast  of  Spitzbergen« 

This  melancholy  prospect  tended,  in  a  great  meamirey  to  gi  Ye 
a  wholly  different  direction  to  the  pursuits  in  which  the  offi. 
cers,  and  particularly  Commander  Ross,  had  been  hitherto 
engaged.  As  they  were  fully  aware,  that  if  they  ahaodoned 
the  ship,  they  should  have  to  leave  all  the  fruits  of  their  sci- 
entific labours  behind ;  it  became  a  matter  of  indifference  to 
them,  whether,  as  far  as  regarded  the  specimens,  it  was  worth 
the  trouble  to  extend  their  researches ;  and  the  same  aigu- 
ments  held  good  in  a  philosophical  point  of  view^  tar  it  was 
not  known  whether  they  would  be  able  to  take  any  of  those 
documents  with  them,  which  contained  the  result  of  their  ex- 
periments and  observations  on  the  different  subjects  of  natu- 
ral history,  or  of  the  geographical  or  astronomical  phenomena* 

On  the  morning  of  the  10th,  the  wind  blew  fresh  from  the 
north-west,  but  the  ice  remained  stationary.  About  four 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon,  to  their  great  surprise,  the  ice  made  a 
move«  as  if  it  were  drifting  out  of  the  bay.  Commander  Ross 
and  Mr.  M'Diarmid  being  out  on  a  shooting  excursion,  a  man 
was  sent  to  seek  them,  to  apprize  them  of  the  move  <xf  the 
ice,  and  to  hasten  their  return  to  the  ship ;  but,  previous  to  their 
return,  the  ice  had  again  become  stationary,  and,  if  possible, 
more  densely  packed  than  it  was  before. 

On  the  Idth,  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  south-west,  and 
hopes  were  then  entertained,  that  if  the  wind  continued  id  that 
direction,  the  ice  would  be  driven  out  of  the  bay,  and  the  Vic- 
tory set  at  liberty.  Some  idea  however,  may  be  formed,  of  the 
sudden  changes  which  so  frequently  take  place  in  the  wind  in 
those  high  latitudes,  from  the  different  quarters  from  which  it 
blew  on  this  day.  In  the  morning  it  blew  from  the  north ;  at 
two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  from  the  south-west;  at  four 
fiom  the  east ;  and  at  five,  from  the  north-north-west,  blowing 
•▼ery  heavy  gale. 
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The  gales  from  the  north-north- weit  continued  till  thi! 
14thy  but  the  crew  were  sent  out  on  the  ice  to  clear  away  the 
lines  and  hawsers  that  were  frozen  in  the  joung  ice,  and  then 
laying  them  on  the  ice«  so  as  to  be  all  clear,  in  case  the  ship 
should  make  a  move.  They  got  the  tools  in  readiness,  as  it 
was  apprehended  that  if  the  ice  were  not  removed  from  the 
sides  of  the  ship,  she  would,  on  her  first  motion,  receive  a  nip 
similar  to  that  which  she  experienced  on  first  entering  the  bay, 
which  placed  her  in  the  most  imminent  danger. 

On  the  15th,  three  men  were  sent  to  the  hills  to  take  ob- 
servations of  the  state  of  the  ice,  but  reported  on  their  return 
that  it  was  closely  packed  far  beyond  the  mouth  of  the  bay. 
On  thdr  way  to  the  hills  they  set  the  ermine  trap,  but  it  was 
more  as  a  matter  of  amusement,  than  from  any  expectation 
that  any  great  profit  or  advantage  could  be  derived  from  the 
skin  of  so  small  an  animal.  The  fur,  however,  being  of  a  ve- 
ry close  nature  was  worn  by  the  officers  round  their  necks  ; 
and  a  superstitious  notion,  was  also  attached  to  it,  that  he  who 
wears  an  enQine^s  skin,  was  never  known  to  die  of  cold. 

Strong  apprehensions  were  entertained  that  they  would  be 
obliged  to  kill  the  dogs  for  food,  as  no  Esquimaux  had  come 
to  the  ship  with  seal  and  walrus  flesh,  nor  had  any  seals  been 
seen  for  some  time  in  that  part  of  the  country.  On  the  l6th, 
Abemethy,  (or  the  game-keeper  as  he  was  called)  being  out 
on  an  excursion,  observed  several  seals  playing  about  a  patch 
of  water  but  could  not  get  within  shot  of  them,  on  account  of 
the  fickle  state  of  the  ice.  On  his  returning  to  the  ship,  and 
reporting  such  joyful  information,  the  dingey  was  hauled  out 
to  the  place  where  the  seals  had  been  seen,  and  in  a  very 
short  time.  Commander  Ross  succeeded  in  killing  one  of  them. 
Abemethy  also  brought  to  the  ship  two  hares  and  three 
grouse. 

By  the  19th  the  ice  was  so  thick,  that  the  ship  was  consider- 
ed to  be  totally  frozen  in.  The  young  ice  was  five  inches  and 
a  half  thick,  and  kept  increasing  in  thickness.  The  only  re- 
maining chance  of  escaping  from  the  bay,  was,  by  cutting  a 
groove  across  it,  in  case  the  ice  should   take  a  turn.    Some 
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hope  indeed  was  entertained  that  this,  would  be  the  case,  aa, 
from  a  survey  taken  from  a  hill  in  the  immediate  Ticinity,  the 
ice  was  seen  out»de  running  rapidly  to  the  southward,  whilst 
at  the  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  mouth  of  tbebay, 
no  ice  whatever  was  to  be  seen. 

On  the  20th,  the  wind  hauling  to  the  south,  set  the  ice  to 
the  north  ;  and  as  the  northneast  point  lay  a  long  way  out  it 
brought  up  a  large  floe,  which  completely  blocked  up  the  har- 
bour. Had  this  unfortunate  circumstance  not  occurred,  it 
was  the  general  opinion  that  the  ship  would  have  been  got  out 
into  clear  water,  for  the  ice  had  so  completely  gone  off  the 
shore,  that  no  trace  of  any  could  be  distinguished  by  the  na- 
ked eye  in  that  direction.  To  the  seamen,  who  arc  at  all  times 
prone  to  superstition,  it  appeared  that  tliis  floe  was  placed  there 
by  some  hostile  genius,  for  the  sole  purpose  of  preventing  the 
Victory  from  gaining  her  liberty.  It  is  however,  an  undoubt- 
ed fact,  that  to  this  floe  is,  in  a  great  measure,  to  be .  ascribed 
the  circumstance  of  the  Victory  being  obliged  to  pass  the  win- 
ter in  her  present  harbour ;  and  it  may  also  be  said  tliat  this 
was  the  last  chance  which  ever  presented  itself  of  the  vessel 
making  her  escape,  for,  by  the  beginning  of  October,  the  win- 
ter set  in  with  such  a  severe  intensity,  that  all  hope  was  aban- 
doned of  ever  getting  the  Victory  out  again,  and  they  looked 
upon  her  as  another  sacrifice  in  the  search  of  an  object^  which, 
as  a  geographical  problem,  it  is  very  desirous  should  be  solved  ; 
but  the  advantages  that  would  be  derived  therefrom  in  a  com- 
mercial point  of  view,  are  scarcely  worthy  of  the  pursuit. 

During  the  latter  part  of  September,  the  wind  blew  from 
the  south-west  to  the  south -south- west » driving  the  ice  into  the 
bay,  as  if  there  were  no  other  place  in  which  it  could  accu- 
mulate. On  the  $Oth  it  rushed  in  with  such  force,  that  it 
drove  the  ship  eleven  feet  nearer  to  the  shore.  It  was  then 
deemed  necessary  to  moor  her  afresh,  which  was  done  by 
taking  her  chain  cables  on  shore,  and  giving  them  a  turn 
round  a  very  large  rock,  and  then  backed  to  an  anchor. 

As  soon  as  they  had  got  the  ship  securely  moored,  a  man 
was  sent  to  the  hills  to  take  a  survey  of  the  ice ;  who  reported. 
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on  his  return,  that  it  was  making  off  the  shore,  and  that  dear 
water  could  be  discerned  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach ;  but 
to  their  great  mortificatioo,  the  bay  was  completely  choaked 
up,  and  also  to  seaward  or  southeast  of  the  I  arbour.  Per- 
haps no  situation  could  be  more  galling  to  the  crew  of  a  ves- 
sel,  than  that  in  which  die  seamen  of  the  Victory  were  placed  ; 
iheir  distance  from  the  open  sea  bring  scarcely  two  miles ;  be- 
yond whidi  no  ice  whatever  could  be  seen  in  the  route  which 
it  was  their  intention  to  take;  and  which  presented,  as  the 
seamen  termed  it,  a  glorious  run  before  them  ;  while  they 
were  bound  as  fast  as  if  wedged  in  with  a  mass  of  moken  iron, 
widiout  any  seeming  posnbility  of  being  relieved  from  their 
perilous  situation  ;  and  they  were  thus  oompdled  to  aubmit  to 
the  miseries  of  such  tantalizing  feelings,  the  effects  of  which 
can  be  imagined  by  none  but  those  who  have  been  placed  in 
similar  distressing  situations. 

The  252nd  brought  with  it  a  most  cheerful  prospect,  and 
raised  the  joyful  hopes  and  expectations  of  the  whole  of  the 
crew  to  the  highest  pitch ;  for,  at  four  o'clock  in  tfie  morning, 
to  their  great  astonishment  and  delight,  the  bay  appeared  all 
dear  of  ice,  as  if  the  work  had  been  achieved  by  the  agency 
of  some  powerful  magician.  The  ice  was  above  a  mile  and  a 
half  off  shore ;  and  at  seven  o'clock  all  hands  were  turned 
out  to  cut  a  canal  through  the  young  ice;  strongly  impressed 
with  the  hope*  that  the  period  of  their  emandpation  had  ar- 
rived. '  At  ien  o'clock,  however  they  all  returned  on  board, 
on  account  of  the  ice  beginning  to  close  in ;  but  at  twelve  it 
again  made  a  move  outwards,  and  the  men  were '  enabled  to 
resume  their  labours.  By  three  oVlock  the  canal  was  finished^ 
and  all  were  then  annously  waiting,  in  great  expectation,  for 
the  moment  when  the  Victory  was  to  be  loosed  from  her 
moorings,  and  to  proceed  on  her  voyage.  Towards  night  the 
ice  began  to  set  in  from  north-east,  with  variable  winds ;  but 
if  no  adverse  drcumatances  took  place  in  the  night,  they  entet^ 
tained  the  most  flattering  hopes  that  it  would  be  possible  fiv 
them  to  tow  the  ship  through  the  canal,  and  gain  the  oSngg 
where  there  was  not  the  sligbtett  appearance  of  ice. 
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Early  on  the  roorntng  of  the  SSrd,  two  men  were  sent  over 
the  hills  to  sunrey  the  state  of  the  iee ;  and  thej  reported 
that  it  was  close  packed  in  shoie,  yet  that  it  was  quite  loose 
in  the  offing.     All  hands  were  immediately  put  to  cleariDg 
away  the  heavy  ice  from  the  mouth  of  the  canal,  and  the 
whale  boat  was  sent  away  to  examine  its  state  in  the  offing. 
They  found  it  to  be  setting  south-west,  which  proved,  indeed 
a  severe  check  to  the  fulfilment  of  their  hopes,  and  by  ten 
o'clock  on  the  following  morning,  the  final  blow  was  given  to 
the  expected  emandpation  of  the  Victory,  her  doom  was  in- 
evitably sealed ;  for  the  ice  set  into  the  bay  at  a  most  rajnd 
rate,  sweeping  every  tiling  before  it  mth  an  irresistible  force, 
and  before  mid-day  the  whole  of  the  bay  was  more  densely 
dioaked  than  it  had  ever  appeared  at  any  previous  period. 
All  hands  were  then  employed  in  securing  the  ship,  as  also 
the  boats  that  were  on  the  young  ice,  and  after  a  considerable 
degree  of  labour,  they  succeeded  in  getting  the  sliip  to  the 
bottom  of  the  canal,  and  there  making  her  fSsist. 

On  the  d4th  the  ice  agiun  began  to  move  with  an  appear- 
ance of  its  leaving  the  bay  ;  but,  if  the  navigation  had  been 
dear,  the  wind  was  directly  adverse  to  their  leaving  the  bar- 
hour,  as  it  blew  hard  from  the  north,  which,  although  favour- 
able for  clearing  it  of  ice,  was  contrary  to  enabling  the  ship, 
if  out,  to  clear  the  north-east  point  of  the  bay. 

The  clear  water  outside,  was  open  until  nearly  the  end  of 
October ;  but  in  the  bay  the  ice  was  a  foot  in  thickness ;  and 
they  now  totally  abandoned  every  hope,  of  ever  again  reach- 
ing En^nd  in  the  Victory.  They  now  deemed  it  advisable 
to  properly  secure  the  ship,  so  as  to  be  enabled  to  render  her 
as  comfortable  a  residence  as  possible  for  the  much  dreaded 
approaching  winter ;  as  they  could  not  entertain  the  slightest 
expectation  of  ever  being  able  again  to  get  her  to  sea ;  she 
was,  therefore,  totally  unrigged,  and  every  thing  that  could 
possibly  be  taken,  was  carried  on  shore,  with  the  exception  of 
the  provisions,  which  they  found  reduced  to  a  very  small 
quantity ;  there  not  remuning  a  sufficiency  for  the  support  of 
the  crew  beyond  the  ensuing  May  or  June* 
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At  this  place  it  was  that  the  discovery  of  the  position  or  the 

«agnetic  pole  was  made.  Captain  Ross  stated  to  the  Com- 
ittee  of  ther  House  of  Commons^  that  by  observations  they 
determined  that  the  ship  was  within  a  very  short  distance  of 
the  magnetic  pole ;  and,  in  May  1831  a  series  of  observations 
fixed  the  point  of  longitude  about  96^  Vt^ :  he  says,  whichever 
way  we  passed  it,  the  compass  turned  towards  it  horizontally ; 
and,  when  we  were  to  the  north  or  south  of  it  we  turned  a 
variation  of  180  degrees ;  when  we  were  east  or  west,  our 
variation  was  90  degrees. 

He  was  then  asked  by  a  member  of  the  Committee,  ^<  lid 
that  increase  by  degrees,  or  all  at  once  ?'* 

**  By  degrees,  as  we  proceeded  round  it  ;*  our  instruments 
were  constructed  for  the  purpose,  delicately  hung  on  hairs. 
I  had  one  instrument  constructed  by  Dullond,  for  the  express 
purpose  of  observing  the  diurnal  variation.^ 

•*  Although  Captain  Parry  never  arrived  at  tnc  poirif  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  is  it  not  the  case,  that  he  had  ascertained 
its  situation,  by  experiments,  that  he  had  made  ?" 

*^  Certainly  not,  Captain  Parry  is  as  much  on  the  one  side, 
as  Captain  Franklin  was  on  the  other ;  and  it  is  an  extra«» 
ordinary  fact,  the  mean  between  the  two,  comes  within  a  short 
distance  of  the  actual  spot.^' 

*<  Does  Captain  Parry  state,  in  any  part  of  his  despatches 
to  the  Admiralty,  or  his  book,  that  he  discovered  the  magnetic 
pole?" 

«'  No.** 

'*  He  lays  no  claim  to  it  f* 

<'  No,  he  only  stated  the  supposed  situation  of  it,  which 
turned  out  to  be  100  miles  erroneous." 

<*  Witliin  what  area  do  you  conceive  you  have  reduced  the 
situation  of  it  f* 

"  One  mile." 

*'  Will  you  state  to  the  committee,  how  near  to  the  actual 
position  of  the  magnetic  pole,  in  the  expedition  under  your 
command,  you,  or  any  observer  attach^  to  that  expedition 
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approacbcd  ihe  positioo,  taken  bjr  estimate,  anJ  net  by  oUer* 
▼atioo  r 

'*  Tbe  pontioo  was  taken  by  obsenration,  faj  Ccmunaodi^ 
KoBB,  wbo  reported  to  me,  that  he  had  renched  the  exact 
spot :  this  accorded  with  my  own  obsarvatioos  at  tbe  ship,  aud 
at  several  other  places,  at  a  short  distance  from  tbe  pontioo 
he  hud  it  down." 

^  Are  the  committee  to  anderstand,  that  at  several  differ* 
ent  spots,  that  particular  position  of  the  magnetic  needle,  that 
dip  took  place,  which  authorizes  you  to  assert,  such  spot  or 
qpots  to  be  tbe  true  position  of  tbe  magnetic  pole;  in  other 
words,  did  the  needle  dip  perpendicularly  at  more  tbanonespot. 
and  if  at  more  than  one,  what  was  the  distance  between  soy 
one  and  any  other  ? 

**  The  needle  dips  more  at  the  exact  spoC* 

**  What  was  the  arear* 

''I  think,  within  a  mile:  but  all  tbesethingsare  going  through 
a  committee  ;  there  b  a  committee  of  sdentific  calculadoa  ; 
there  is  a  spherical  calculation  of  scientific  people  on  shore^ 
wUdi  will  make  the  necessary  allowances  for  the  spherical 
figure  of  the  earth.*' 

Captain  Beaufort,  hydrographer  to  the  Admiralty,  is  as- 
ked, 

'*  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  Captain  Rosa  dis- 
covered, or  that  he  approached  the  temporary  position  of  the 
magnetic  pole,  during  tbe  last  voyage  ?** 

^  From  what  he  says,  he  seems  to  have  been  very  near  it ; 
and  his  observations  very  nearly  agree  with  those  of  Captain 
Franklin  ^d  Captain  Parry,  in  their  previous  voyages  ;  they 
all  point  to  about  tbe  same  place,  but  be  was  much  nearer  to 
it  than  his  predecessors.'^ 

**  You  consider  that  he  approached  much  nearer  to  it,  than 
any  of  hb  predecessors  ?" 

'<  Yes,  close  to  it,  I  should  think.* 

*<  Do  you  mean,  that  he  in  person  approached  nearer  to  it, 
or,  that  he  fixed  tbe  point  with  greater  accuracy,  than  hia 
predecessors  had  done  ?** 
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**  I  mean  to  tmy,  that  either  he,  or  his  Mphew,  or  both 
finnt  the  description  they  gave  of  their  obaetrations,  appear 
to  have  been  close  to  it." 

"  Did  he  fix  the  ntuatioD  of  the  magnetic  pole  with 
greater  accuracy,  than  had  been  pmiouslj  done  by  others  ?" 
"  1  think  whoever  approached  nearest  to  it,  may  be  coo- 
udered  to  have  the  best  claim  to  that  honor;  but  there  can 
be  no  spedfic  or  precise  point,  within  a  degree  or  half  a  de- 
gree: like  the  point  of  a  needle,  its  exact  pontim  must  be 
invdved  in  doubt,  even  with  the  most  accurate  obserratiou, 
and  can  be  detennined  only  by  observing  the  direction  of  the 
needle,  at  several  different  point*  around  iL* 

"  Do  you  concave  that  the  phenomena  observed  by  Cap- 
UUD  Ross,  with  respect  to  the  magnetic  pole,  are  of  any  ad- 
vaolage  to  sdence  f* 

"  Certainly,  as  confirming  the  position  of  the  north  nii^e* 
tic  pole,  and  as  contributing  to  our  little  stock  of  magnetic 
knowledge,  which  Hanst^  and  others  are  still  assiduously 
pursuing* 

The  examination  of  Mr.  Children,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of 
the  Royal  Society,  is  highly  interesting  and  important,  as 
far  as  it  concerns  the  great  questxm  of  the  position  of  the 
magnetic  pole. 

Mr.  Children  is  asked,  '*  Are  you  of  opinion,  from  what 
you  know  of  Captain  Roas's  discoveries  in  the  last  voyage, 
that  the  expedition  has  been  productive  of  important  advan> 
tages  to  science  y 

"I  think  it  has,  by  Commander  Ross  having  deariy 
ascertained  the  position  of  the  north  magnetic  pole ;  I  think 
that  there  ia  a  singular  coinddence  in  the  spot,  which  he 
has  determined  by  experiments,  to  be  the  true  position  of 
the  magnetic  pole,  and  that  inferred  from  philosophical  con* 
riderations,  by  Professor  Barl'iw.  Professor  Barlow  publiiili- 
ed  a  paper  in  the  last  volume  of  the  Phi lotuiph teal  Trnnsac* 
tions  on  magnetic  lines  of  equal  variation  ;  at  the  conclu&ioo 
of  that  paper  he  says,  that,  to  which  I  will  beg  the  attention 
of  the  committee:  it  will  perhaps  put  in  a  stronger  light  the 
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importanoi  of  ditt  ifitcq^erj,  Una  aiif  fbing  I  oip  py.  Jh 
It «  ppttfctipl  to  Mr,  Bariow's  paper,  on  the  (neaent  •■ffffitirm 
of  the  magnetic  fines  and  reads  thus*  *  Since  tbis  papier 
was  read,  and  the  gbbe  and  chart  nfimrnd  to  in  ihis  articfe  were 
drawn.  Captain  Boss  has  retomed  froaa  his  loog  and  adven* 
turous  Toyage.  It  will  be  seen,  bynvebRooe  to  the  polar  cbarty 
that  although  I  was  enabled  to  lay  down  the  cur? es  €t  equal 
▼ariation,  to  within  a  few  degrees  of  thor  poiiit  of  concur-, 
rence^  yet  they  all  tenninaled  before  aniraig  at  it,  for  .want 
of  sufficient  data.  Those  are  now  supplied,  and  it  ia  Tory 
gratifying  to  me,  as  I-  hope  it  may  be  also  to  Captain  Bosa 
and  to  Commander  James  Etosi^  to  find,  that  the  Tcry  spot,  in 
which  they  have  found  the  needle  perpendicular,  that  is^  the 
pole  itself,  is  precisely  that  point  qn  my  globe  and  chart,  in 
which,  by  supposing  all  the  lines  to  meet,  the  several  curves 
would  best  preserve  tb^r  unity  of  cbamcter,  both  separately 
and  coDJointly  as  a  system.'  The  importance  as  it  strikes 
me  of  their  cpinddenoe,  b  this,  it  is  clearly  of  very  great  im« 
portance  to  navigation,  to  know  what  the  variation  of  the 
needle  is  in  every  part,  and  tb^  lin^s  of  equal  variation  which 
Professor  Barlow  ha^  laid  down,  will  be  in  that  respect  es* 
treinely  important,  if  they  be  true ;  their  coinddence  with 
the  actual  observations  of  Commander  James  Bou^  must 
necessarily  give  a  great  confidence  in  them." 

By  the  beginning  of  November  the  ice  in  the  b^y  was  above 
a  foot  in.  thickness,  and  the  men  were  employed  some  time  in 
keeping  the  groove  open^  for  they  expected  the  ice  would  part 
as  it  was  all  in  motion  on  the  outside  of  the  bay  ;  and  far 
away  to  the  north  a  considerable  extent  of  clear  water  was  to 
be  seen.  The  harboar  itself  was  nes^rly  surrounded  with  very 
high  land,  except  at  the  mouth  and  the  head,  where  there 
was  a  very  long  lake,,  called  Lake  Landon,  and  at  the  further 
end  a  high  hill,  to  the  south-west,  at  the  base  of  which  is  the 
salt  water.  The  whole  distance  from  the  ship  in  a  straight 
line  being  only  about  three  miles,  whereas  to  take  a  cirouitoua 
route  of  the  same  land  to  the  Salt  Water  Bay  at  the  head  of 
Lake  Landon,  would  not  be  less  than  from  twelve  to  fifteen  ; 
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in  fact,  the  whole  of  Priaoe  Regent's  Inlet,  from  Felix  Har- 
bour to  A  watootooak  Bay,  is  distinguished  by  some  very  deep 
bays,  and  a  long  continuance  of  low  land,  and  at  the  fur- 
thermost extremity  is  studded  with  islands.  It  was  at  the 
head  of  A  watootooak  Bay  that  they  conjectured  a  passage  migh  t 
be  found,  and  it  was  with  this  expectation  that  Commander 
Ross  visited  it  in  1830—31,  but  the  fact  was  then  ascertained 
that  no  passage  existed  in  that  part  of  the  inlet. 

They  now  commenced  watering  the  ship,  and  after  she  was 
stripped  and  all  the  materials  got  on  shores  the  anchors  were 
fix^  on  shore,  and  the  cables  put  to  them,  by  which  means 
the  chain  led  to  the  ship  over  the  ice,  a  precaution  that  woa 
greatly  necessary,  in  case  she  should  be  got  out  at  any  time  du- 
ring the  winter.  Part  of  the  housing  was  got  over  the  ship, 
and  was  soon  blown  away  again ;  but  it  was  speedily  repaired, 
and  by  the  middle  of  November  it  was  entirely  completed ; 
the  decks  were  covered  with  snow,  the  ship  banked  round, 
and  by  the  bej^nning  of  December  she  was  complete  in  her 
winter  trim. 

As  the  abandonment  of  the  ship  was  determined  upon,  the 
further  preservation  of  the  live  animals  on  board  beciame  a 
matter  of  serious  consideration  ;  the  number  of  dogs  were  in* 
deed  reduced  to  a  very  small  number,  as,  on  the  last  expedi- 
tion of  Commander  Ross  to  the  head  of  the  bay,  be  had  been 
obliged  to  shoot  several  of  them  as  food  for  the  remainder ; 
but  the  survivors,  as  also  all  on  board  the  vessel,  soon  after 
met  th^  death,  which,  it  was  discovered,  was  occasioned  by 
their  hcking  the  pipes  belonging  to  the  engine,  the  poisonous 
corrosions  of  wiiich  caused  almost  instantaneous  death ;  and 
thus,  as  far  as  the  Victory  was  concerned,  the  canine  species 
was  extinct. 

The  ship  now  wore  a  dreary  and  dismal  appearance,  and 
which  perfectly  comcided  with  the  spirits  of  its  inmates,  who 
were  now  lost  to  every  hope  of  ever  attaining  the  great  ob- 
lect  they  had  in  view,  for  which  they  had  endured  every 
hardship,  and  undergone  a  series  of  privations,  which,  per- 
haps, only  the  heart  of  a  British  sailor  could  bear  ;  and  faint 
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indeed  were  now  their  hopes  of  erer  reaching  their  nativ« 
country ;  nor  could  they  entertam  the  slightest  expecUtioo 
from  any  fortuitous  event,  as  they  well  knew  that  the  Jirhaling 
ships  seldom  or  never  entered  Lancaster  Sound.  They  bad 
now  before  them  the  dismal  prospect  of  a  long  and  harassing 
journey,  before  they  could  expect  lo  reach  those  quarCen  fre- 
quented by  the  whalers;  but,  if  they  should  not  succeed  in 
finding  the  provisions  safe  at  Fury  Beach,  a  death  by  actual 
starvation,  seemed  to  them  to  be  the  inevitable  lot  of  all  the 
crew  of  the  Victory. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1832,  the  carpenter  was 
employed  in  makii^  mx  sledges,  four  of  large  dimensions,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  the  two  boats,  the  other  two  nulier 
smaller,  for  the  conveyance  of  provisions.  About  this  time,; 
James  Dixon,  a  landsman,  died ;  but  so  great  was  the  diffi- 
culty which  the  crew  experienced  in  penetrating  the  ground, 
that  it  was  a  week  before  they  could  dig  a  grave  suflBcient  to 
contain  lus  body,  and  whom  it  was  ordained,  was  to  sleep  bis 
eternal  sleep  in  nature's  dreariest  solitude. 

The  boats  and  sledges  were  completed  about  the  beginning 
of  April ;  and  preparations  were  then  made  to  take  their  de- 
parture. They  thencut  the  launch  out  of  the  ice,  and  hove  it 
on  shore,  and  on  the  7th,  they  succeeded  in  getting  all  the 
travelling  things  in  readiness.  On  the  19th  they  sUarted  irith 
the  two  boats  on  the  sledges,  and  after  they  bad  taken  them 
about  a  mile,  they  returned  on  board  to  dine ;  at  two  odock 
they  again  started,  and  succeeded  in  getting  them  over  the 
lakes  on  the  salt  water,  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from  the 
ship,  and  in  the  evening  the  men  returned  on  board  to  sleep, 
intending  to  renew  their  journey  on  the  following  morning ; 
but  the  weather  proved  so  very  unfavourable^  that  they  were 
compelled  to  defer  it. 

They  found  the  difficulty  of  getting  the  boats  through  the 
country  to  be  far  greater  and  more  harassing  than  they  had 
expected,  having  frequently  to  drag  them  over  very  heavy  ice, 
lakes,  hills,  and  vallies ;  a  task  which  they  had  great  difficul- 
ty in  accomplishing;  being  frequently  occupied  4i  whole  day 
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iM  getting  one  boat  a  quarter  of  a  milep  with  the  united  strength 
of  the  whole  party;  and  afterwards  sleeping  in  their  snow 
bouses  with  the  thermometer  at  times  30  degrees  below  sero. 
The  manner  in  which  their  snow  houses  were  built  was  as 
,  follows :  the  walls  were  made  of  square  pieces  of  snow,  cut 
~  with  a  cutlass  and  spade,  so  that  some  of  the  slabs  were  as 
large  as  three  feet  by  two ;  some  Uu^r  and  some  smaller,  ac- 
cording as  they  could  be  cut ;  there  were  four  sides  to  tlie 
bouse,  (but  as  they  found  it  necessary  to  have  two  houses,  they 
built  them  close  together,  so  that  the  middle  wall  was  a  par- 
tition between  them)  the  walls  were  built  about  five  or  six 
£eet  high ;  on  which  were  laid  two  boat  oars,  and  a  sail  was 
Iqpread  over  the  top.  Lumps  of  snow  were  put  on  the  sail  to 
prevent  its  being  blown  away.  Their  bedding  during  the 
fifst  part  of  their  journey,  was  made  of  deer  skins,  the  lower 
part  of  which  was  like  a  bag,  coming  a  little  above  the  hip,  the 
other  part  covering  th^  head. 

On  Friday,  the  27th,  the  men  left  their  huts  about  eight, 
and  having  taken  the  boat  and  sledge  for  a  short  distance^  ad- 
vanced with  them  singly  for  about  two  miles ;  but  they  found 
their  labour  to  increase  considerably,  on  account  of  the  tre- 
mendous drifts  of  snow  which  had  been  thrown  up  by  the 
gale  of  the  preceding  day,  and  which  they  were  not  able  to 
cut  through ;  in  consequence,  they  were  frequently  compelled 
to  take  a  circuitous  route,  travelling  up  to  their  knees  in  snow, 
whilst  some  were  employed  in  clearing  it  away,  to  enable  the 
sledge  to  pass  through :  but  in  spite  of  such  obstacles,  they 
succeeded  in  travelling  the  distance  of  about  seven  mile& 

On  the  28th,  the  whole  party  set  out  at  eight  o'clock  for 
the  boat  that  was  astern,  and  got  up  to  her  by  ten ;  and  by 
four  o^ckxdc  in  the  afternoon,  they  had  succeeded  in  getting 
her  up  to  the  other  boats,  but  violent  gales  from  the  north  set 
in,  accompanied  with  heavy  drifts  of  snow,  which  made  them 
fearful  lest  they  should  be  obliged  to  pass  another  miserable 
day  in  their  snow  houses,  which  they  had  such  reasons  to  dread. 
On  the  following  day  the  wind  continuing  to  blow  with  si.ch 
videncr,  the  men  determined  upon  returning  to  the  ship ;  one 


956  BOSSES  SECOND   TOTAOB 

of  tlie  boats  was  left  on  the  land,  and  the  other  on   the  ice ; 
and  in  the  afternoon  they  set  out  on  their  return,  and  at  half 
past  four  in  the  afternoon,  reached  the  huts  which  tliej  had 
formerly  inhabited.     Having  only  one  sledge  with  them,  they 
were  enabled  to  travel  at  rather  a  quick  pace ;  and  at  eleven 
on  the  following  morning,  arrived  at  the  ship,  aAer  having 
walked  about  twelve  miles.    After  they  had  partaken  of  some 
refreshment,  the  whole  of  the  party  retired  to  rest,  and  sound 
was  their  sleep,  having  been  for  a  whole  week  total  strangers  to 
one  hour  of  comfortable  repose;  being  obliged  to  be  huddled 
together  in  a  corner  of  a  snow  hut,  with  the  new  fallen  snow 
for  their  bed.     During  the  absence  of  these  men  from  the  ship^ 
those  on  board  were  employed  in  baking  Inscuits,  and  makfaig 
other  provisions,  to  be  in  readiness  for  the  iSiial  departure  of  tbt 
crew  from  the  vessel.   The  beginning  of  May  was  principally 
occupied  in  getting  the  provisions  out  of  the  hold  upon  deck, 
and  making  bags  to  contain  the  bread  and  biscuits. 

On  the  igth  of  May,  1832,  at  seven  oVIock  in  the  morning, 
the  whole  of  tlie  crew  took  their  final  leave  of  the  Victory; 
and  even  down  the  cheeks  of  some  of  the  hardy  weather- 
beaten  mariners,  tears  were  seen  to  fall,  as  they  stood  upon  the 
beach,  waving  their  hats,  and  giving  three  cheers  of  **  Good 
bye  Victory.^    A  glass  of  Booth*s  cordial  had  been  given  to 
each  man  previous  to  their  departure  from  the   vessel,  which 
united  with  the   cheering  thought  that  they  were  homeward 
bound,  gave  a  temporary  animation  to  their  spirits,  and  recon- 
ciled them  to  losses  with  which  the  abandonment  of  the  vessel 
was  accompanied.     Each  man  was  allowed  a  blanket  (sewed  up 
in  the  shape  of  of  a  hop  sack,  the  weight  of  which  did  not  ex- 
ceed seven  pounds)   two  shirts,  (both  in  wear  at  the  same 
time)  three  pair  of  hose ;  two  pairs  of  drawers,  and  two  pair  of 
trowsers,  with  the  jacket  and  waistcoat  in  wear,  so  that  the 
whole  weight  did  not  exceed  ten  pounds. 

They  had  not  been  more  than  three  days  from  the  ship,  be- 
fore both  officers  and  men  were  compelled  to  go  on  the  scanty  al« 
lowance  of  two  thirds  of  a  pound  of  bread  per  day,  and  half  a 
pound  of  meat.  The  crew  were  about  five  days  b^fisre  thajr 
were  enabled  to  reach  the  place  where  the  boats  had  been  left ; 
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no  time  wat  then  lost  in  proceeding  witli  theni«  and  they  suc- 
ceeded in  dragging  them  eight  miles  farther ;  but  the  travel- 
ling increased  in  diflicultj,  in  consequence  of  the  ice  forming 
a  complete  barrier,  that  it  was  determined  to  leave  the  boats, 
and  proceed  with  the  sledges,  three  in  number  to  Fury  Beach. 
The  place  where  they  left  the  boats  was  called  Good  Harbour, 
at  which  they  buried  a  considerable  quantity  of  provisions,  in 
the  event  of  their  being  obliged  to  return  to  them  in  the  fol- 
lowing August  or  September ;  for  they  considered  that  it  was 
running  a  great  hazard  in  proceeding  to  Fury  Beach,  with 
the  great  uncertainty  existing,  that  any  provisions  or  any  thing 
else,  were  to  be  found  there,  as  it  was  three  years  since  the 
Victory  last  viuted  it. 

They  travelled  for  four  days  with  very  little  progress,  the 
land  being  very  low  and  swampy.  It  was,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, consttdered  advisable  to  send  a  party  in  advance 
to  Fury  Beach,  for  the  express  purpose  of  ascertuning  the 
state  of  the  proviuons ;  and  after  having  made  a  full  exami- 
nation of  tliem,  they  were  to  return  to  the  main  body,  who 
were  still  to  keep  on  pursuing  their  course,  with  all  the  ex- 
pedition which  die  peculiar  situation  of  the  country  would  ad- 
mit of. 

Commander  Ross,  accompanied  by  Abemethy  and  Park, 
set  off  in  a  light  trumbogan  (a  small  kind  of  sledge)  with  the 
hearty  wishes  of  the  whole  crew,  who  gave  three  cheers  for 
success  on  their  departure,  and  before  nightfall  they  were  out 
of  sight. 

After  Commander  Ross  had  been  absent  eleven  days,  from 
the  main  body,  they  began  to  feel  the  greatest  anxiety  for  his 
return.  The  stock  of  provisions  were  nearly  exhausted,  and 
great  fears  entertained,  if  they  did  not  receive  tidings  of 
Commander  Ross,  of  their  being  compelled  to  retrace  their 
steps  to  the  place  where  they  had  left  Uie  boats,  if  it  were  only 
to  take  advantage  of  the  proviuons  which  were  buried  un- 
der them.  Often  were  they  tantalized  with  the  sight  of  ducks 
and  other  aquatic  fowls,  which  came  within  giuMhot  of  them  ; 
but  had  they  killed  them,  no  use  could  bt  made  of  them,  as 
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cffi  article  o(  food,  from  the  want  of  fuel  to  eook  them.  But 
at  the  latter  end  of  the  jouniey  a  few  were  killed,  and  carried 
to  Fury  Beach,  where  lliey  ibnned  a  most  dainty  meal. 

On  the  5i4th  of  June>  whilst  the  main  body  were  travelling 
on  the  ice,  nbout  a  mile  and  a  half  tram  the  land,  they  esfucd 
Connnaader  Ross,  and  his  companions,  with  the  union  jack 
flying  on  a  boarding  pike,  which  imported  the  joyful  intelli- 
gence that  the  stores  were  quite  safe  on  Faiy  Beach.  The 
feelings  of  joy  which  pervaded  the  whole  of  the  crew  may  be 
imagined,  but  cannot  be  described,  when  Commander  Ross 
ai^peaved  in  sight ;  but  how  greatly  was  that  joy  increased 
when  -be  arrived  and  imparted  to  them  the  additional  pleasing 
intelligence  that  the  stores  of  the  Fury  were  still  on  the  Beach. 
l^he  distance  to  Fury  Beach,  from  the  place  where  Comman- 
der Ross  fell  in  with  the  main  body,  was  only  four  days  jour- 
ney ;  and  he  also  stated,  that  on  the  foltowii^  day  they  would 
faU  in  with  a  monument,  from  which  the  Beach  oould  be  dis- 
tinctly seen.  Although  it  was  the  month  of  June^  Com- 
mander Ross  had  experienced  some  very  severe  weather,  the 
thermometer  standing  in  the  sun  at  noon  day,  sometimes  at 
40  degrees,  and  at  others  at  10  degrees,  above  lero,  and  in  the 
night  10  degrees  below. 

When  Commander  Ross  and  his  companions  started  for 
Fury  Beach,  they  were  on  the  same  allowance  as  the  main 
body ;  but,  on  their  arrival  at  the  Beach,  they  were  not  limit- 
ed as  to  provisions ;  and  on  the  two  parties  meeting,  they  bad 
with  them  forty  pounds  of  bread,  and  the  same  weight  of  pre- 
served meats,  which  they  shared  amongst  their  messmates. 

After  the  whole  of  the  party  had  experienced  the  greatest 
fatigue  imaginable,  they  at  length  arrived  at  Possesuon  Place, 
of  which,  in  the  yeat  18£9,  Captain  Ross,  Commander  Ross, 
Mr  MfEXarmid,  and  Mr.  Thorn,  had  taken 'fonud  possession. 
After  ti^velling  three  or  four  <deys,  the  psHrty  readied  the 
ottier  side  oP  the  buy,  And  in  a  few  dseys  iifkerwttrds  Uiey  ar- 
rived sit  Fury  bea^h;  OntVavellitig Mong  theiMast  to  Fmy 
Beach,  whidh  \i  called  Worth  StMBerset,'a  paft^wtfnt  to  the 
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highest  btil^  and  there  fbuod  iome  cockle  ihdb  in  a  state  of 
petrifactioaw 

Great  joy  was  evinced  by  the  whole  of  the  party,  upon 
their  safe  arrival  at  Fury  Beach,  on  the  let  of  July,  having 
been  thirty-one  days  travelling  from  the  diip,  the  Stance  in 
a  straight  line  being  about  one  hundred  and  eighty  miles,  but 
the  distance  by  the  route  which  they  were  compelbd  to  take, 
could  not  have  been  less  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  miles; 

The  men  were  now  allowed  tluree  meals  a  day,  indepen^i 
dent  of  cocoa  and  lime  juice.  The  crew  were  first  emj^y- 
ed  in  getting  in  order  the  sails,  spars,  and  cordage,  which 
were  on  the  beach ;  the  boats  were  hauled  up,  for  the  car- 
penter to  make  the  necessary  repairs.  Mr.  Thom  and  a  part 
of  the  crew,  were  employed  in  separating  the  preserved  meats 
from  the  soups  and  vegetables;  while  Captain  Ross,  with 
some  others  of  the  crew,  were  laying  some  of  the  heaviest  of 
the  spars,  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a  temporary  house ; 
the  topsails  and  courses  being  used  as  a  covering.  They  sue* 
ceeded,  in  about  eight  or  ten  days,  to  build  a  house  thirty  feet 
long  and  sixteen  feet  broad,  the  position  of  which  was,  as  near 
as  could  be,  north- north-east  and  south-^south-west,  the  door 
fronting  the  eastward.  The  interior  was  divided,  leaving  a 
place  for  the  oflicers,  which  consisted  of  a  bed  place  for  each 
and  a  mess-berth ;  and  as  soon  as  the  house  was  finished,  it 
was  regularly  taken  possession  of  by  the  respective  crews. 
As  a  stimulus  to  the  exertions  of  the  men,  each  crew  had  to 
fit  out  their  own  boat,  by  which  it  became  a  great  trial  of  emu- 
lation amongst  them,  as  to  which  boat  should  be  first  got 
ready  for  sea. 

On  the  SSrd  of  July,  the  ice  made  a  move  on  Fury 
Beach,  and  by  the  27th,  they  had  a  very  fair  prospect  of 
getting  down  the  inlet,  as  clear  water  appeared  as  far  as  the 
eye  could  readi ;  but,  on  account  of  the  boats  not  being  in 
readiness,  they  were  compelled  to  remain  till  the  1st  of  Au- 
gust; when  they  took  their  departure  from  Fury  Beach,  with 
three  cheers  for  their  future  success,  each  boat  having  on 
board  a  sufficiency  of  provisions , for  six  weeks;  and  after 
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niiie  hours  hard  Isboiir  ihcj  mnffwAH  m  gMimg  five  bUci^ 
when  diej  unloaded  the  three  hosts,  and  hauled  them  oo  the 
ice,  some  distance  towards  the  diore.  The  place  whcte  thej 
pitched  their  tents,  was  the  same  where  the  Fmy  got  hs 
fqueese,  and  the  Hechi  was  on  shore. 

On  the  fi>Uowing  daj,  they  icsumcd  their  iFojage,  aad 
wherever  there  was  any  c^pening,  they  in  general  took  the  i 
benefit  of  it ;  but  serere  indeed  was  the  loading  and  unload-  * 
ing  the  boats  erery  time  ;  and,  in  some  instances,  after 
launching  the  boats,  they  could  not  make  a  greater  progress 
than  forty  yards,  before  they  were  again  compelled  to  haul 
the  boats  orer  rery  irregular  ice. 

On  the  17th  they  reached  Cascade  Beach,  so  called  from  a 
strong  stream  of  water  that  runs  into  the  sea,  a  distance  only 
of  about  dxteen  miles  from  Fury  Beadi ;  at  which  place  they 
fiMind  the  sea  uncommonly  heavy,  with  a  strong  pressure. 
They  were  obliged  to  renudn  there  for  some  days,  their  stock 
of  profisons  fast  decreasing,  and  the  men  on  three-fourths 
allowance.  The  ice  remained  quite  stationary  till  the  SSrd, 
when,  on  a  sudden,  the  wind  began  to  blow  from  the  norths- 
ward,  and  the  westward,  and  drove  the  ice  off  to  the  south- 
ward, from  which,  to  all  appearances,  there  was  clear  water 
for  a  boat  to  proceed  to  Fury  Beach,  for  a  fresh  supply  of 
provisions.  It  was  then  agreed  that  the  most  able  bodied 
men  should  be  [ncked  out,  for  the  purpose  of  making  a  good 
boat's  crew,  and  attempt  to  reach  Fury  Beach.  Accordingly 
seven  of  the  ablest  men  set  off  in  a  boat,  and  having  a  fair 
wind  in  their  favour,  they  arrived  at  the  Beach  in  less  than 
three  hours.  On  their  return,  however,  they  were  detained 
very  much  by  the  ice,  nor  could  they,  afler  using  their  ut- 
most exertions,  reach  the  place  where  the  boats  were^  by  two 
miles ;  in  consequence  of  which,  they  were  obliged  to  get  the 
boat  on  shore  under  shelter,  as  the  ice  pressed  in  with  such 
an  overpowering  force,  as  to  render  all  navigation  wholly  im- 
possible. A  messenger  was  from  thence  di^Mtched  to  Cap- 
tain Ross,  to  inform  him  of  the  arrival  of  the  boat,  and  lo 
ei)(|uire  what  was  most  advisable  to  be  done  ;  upon  which  he 
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U^red  all  hands  to  pnxxed  immediatelj  to  the  place  when 
the  boat  was,  and  bring  the  provtsiona  (o  Cascade  Beach ; 
but  it  was  not  until  the  spring  tides  set  io  that  any  prospect 
presented  itself  of  getting  the  boat,  that  had  been  to  Fury 
Beach,  up  to  Cascade  Beach,  and  then  they  were  obliged  to 
track  it  inside  the  heavy  bergs  which  were  lying  aground. 

During  the  time  (liat  they  remained  at  Cascade  Beach, 
which  was  nearly  a  months  the  whole  of  the  crew  kept  a 
sharp  look  out  for  any  thing  that  might  odd  to  thnr  scanty 
allowance  of  provisions,  on  which  it  was  found  they  were 
compelled  to  be  put ;  but  even  the  veiy  animals  seemed  to 
shun  a  spot,  where  naught  but  desolation  reigned  in  undis- 
turbed sovereignty ;  on  the  spot  where  the  Victory  was  aban- 
doned, the  sportsman  seldom  penetrated  the  country  without 
being  amply  rewarded  for  his  exertions  by  an  abundance  of 
game  and  other  indigenous  birds,  but  a  whole  day  might  be 
spent  in  the  vicinity  of  Cascade  Beach,  without  even  obtaining 
a  single  bird.  The  chief  motives  of  the  men  who  often  as- 
cended the  hills,  were  to  look  out  for  clear  water,  and  where 
they  frequently  amused  themselves  with  erecting  monuments 
of  atones,  which,  until  corroded  by  time,  will  very  probably 
stand  OS  the  only  and  last  memorial  of  the  country,  h»ving 
been  viuted  by  human  beings,  who  6rst  broke  the  nieiicc  uf 
its  solitude,  and  stood  on  the  summits  of  its  hills,  as  if  they 
were  the  last  remnants  of  humanity. 

Tlie  whole  of  the  game  shot  during  their  stay  at  Cascade 
Beach,  was  three  hares ;  there  was,  therefore,  one  to  each 
boat,  of  which  a  sea  pie  was  made,  much  to  the  gratiBcation 
of  the  crew,  who  had  not  tasted  of  fresh  meat  for  some  time 
past.  They  also  succeeded  in  aliooting  some  dovekies,  a 
bird  which  is  very  numerous  in  that  part  of  the  country, 
having  its  rendence  in  the  crevices  of  the  rocks,  the  usual 
weight  of  which  is  about  twelve  ounces ;  they  are  far  more 
numerous  to  the  oorthward(  but  owing  to  the  long  detention 
of  the  party  at  Cascade  Beach,  they  had  nearly  all  flown ;  so 
that  very  few  could  be  shot  by  the  party. 

After  seme  time  they  succeeded  in  getting  down,  on  Uic 
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other  tide  of  Batty  Bi7,  Imi,  as  tiKy  Kie  craMg  it,  a  Urao^ 
breeze  spmi^  up,  fron  wUcfa  Caplni  Bom's  booc  tgia4  the 
MS  is  at  such  s  rate,  that  iC  WK  «n  Ittlf  filed  with 
the  ferestti  was  imiaediafcij  havled  dova,  and  a  plaoe 
both  fore  and  aft,  for  the  purpose  of  bailiag  tbe  water  oat 
which  was  up  to  their  koec& 

They  then  proceeded  to  what  was  called  TaoMrind  Beach, 
so  named  on  acconnt  of  a  csak  of  tSBMriiidj  beia^  left  there; 
hot  early  m  the  monmg  they  took  their  dcpaitur^,  and 
arrired  the  »une  night  at  Monument  Bcachy  which  ia  the  ex* 
treme  north-east  point  of  llie  inlet,  named  after  a  nnaiiBKot 
that  had  been  erected  by  some  of  the  cnw  ;  but  which,  fifce 
the  principal  pert  c€  them,  there  is  etety  ptobabiElj,  will 
nerer  more  be  seen  by  human  bciogs.     iiaamliaitlj  on  their 
arriral  there,  some  of  the  crew  went  to  the  highest  hiU  widi  a 
telescope  to  take  a  survey  of  the  ice^  but  wfaieh  appeared 
quite  stationary  in  the  direction  whidi  thqr  had  intoMled  to 
take ;  and  every  day  they  anxiously  looked,  though  in  vain, 
with  the  hopes  of  being  able  to  discover  a  passage  across  the 
inlet.     Captain  Ross  was  of  <^nion  that  die  ioe  had  not  been 
broken  up  that  year  in  Lancaster  Sound,  although  many 
thought  otherwise ;  as  it  was  the  opinion  of  some  that  Com- 
mander Ross  might  succeed  in  finding  his  way  over  the  ioe,  it 
was  proposed  that  he  and  a  party  should  uke  a  certain 
quantity  of  provisions  out  of  each  boat,  and  attempt  to  ob- 
tain a  passage,  to  which  he  expressed  his  willingness,  if  it  was 
the  general  opinion  that  any  possible  benefit  could  be  derived 
therefrom ;   but  a  decided  objection  was  raised  by  Captain 
Ross,  as  he  felt  fully  convinced,  from  circumstanoes  which 
presented  themselves,  that  no  benefidal  results  could  arise 
from  an  experiment  so  dangerous,  and  hazardous^  and  that 
therefore  they  must  give  up  the  efibrt  for  this  season. 

The  anxiety  and  suspense  that  now  pressed  upon  e^ery 
mind,  may  be  easier  imagined  than  described ;  the  youiig  tee 
had  already  assumed  an  alarming  thickness,  and  the  frost  of 
one  night  might  so  block  up  the  passage  to  the  southward. 
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that  eren  the  Tetiirn  to  Fury  Beach,  would  be  found  huprao- 
ticaUe. 

Doring  thrir  sioy  at  Mominient  Beach,  which  may  be  con- 
■idered  a  patt  of  Leopold  South  Island,  in  about  the  latitude 
of  78  degrees  56  minutes,  and  loogytuJe  00  d^rees  west, 
some  slight  symptoms  of  the  scunry  appeared,  and  the  men 
were,  therefore,  diowed  to  take  daily  excursioos  on  shore, 
during  wliicb  they  sueoeeded  ki  killing  some  foxes,  all  of' 
which  were  eaten  by  the  crew.  Two  hares  were  also  seen, 
but  beyond  the  reach  of  a  gun.  The  foxes,  as  well  as 
the  hares,  were  -aH  #hite.  The  aurora  borealis  was  viable 
almeet-efery  night,  by  the  light  of  which  they  were  enabled, 
on  soma  cMXsasions,  to  extend  their  joomeya,  which  would 
net  otherwise  hswe  been  practicabie  amidst  the  darkness  of 
the  northern  iaitilMdeB.  -'  The  view  which  the  crew  had  from 
the  promontory  of  Leopold  South  Island,  is  represented  to 
ba^e  been  desolaUon  in  the  extreme.  A  dead. and  disheart- 
ening silence  hese  reigned  around  them^  bcoken  only  at  in^. 
tenrab  by  the  oound  of  thmr  own  soloes,  or  the  deep  howl  of 
the  solitary  bear,  prowHng  on  the  ioeiin  quest  of  ita  prey^  a 
scene  by  nomeans  calculalied^  toiaisatbe  qpirits  ef  the  desi* 
ponding  crew. 

They  were  prevented,  from  taking  ibehr  departure  from 
Monument  Beach  until  the  Sfcd  tof  Sqptembor,  when  Ahey 
mude  a  move  out  to  the  eastward,  ond  bored  the  boats. into 
the  young  ice;  but  which  aoaoon  became  thick,  as  to  ren- 
der it  a  task  of  the  greatcat  difficulty' to.  get  them,  out 
agaia.  This  occurred  in  dieirfattaraptiog.toiieach  the  oppo* 
site  flfcore,  -a  distance  of  about  Socty-fiveniiiea.  They  wen 
nowcoropelled  tf>  put  back  to  MoniuBMsl  Beach,  which  thq^ 
suoeeeded  in  'gmning,  but,  aadie stascm issi fivtadvancingi 
and  their  pro¥iskMiB  marly  ttbauated,  they  iirere  obliged  to 
reduce  their  allowance  to  little' more  <tiiatt  ^t#0^hird•  of  a 
pound  of  bread  stodmeata-dagr,  iBbi  fortunately,  the  wind 
eooniafter  springing  «p  from^irejiioribwaid,  and  •clearing  4he 
inl#t  io  the  *M>tlthward;  they  amnreiKatdyembraecd'tbe  first 
opportunity  fhat^presenleditietfofondclMrotanng  to.  find  tbeif 
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way  back  to  Fury  Beach ;  Ihey  began,  howerer,  under  lerf 
discouraging  circumstances,  for  the  young  ice  was  making  » 
rapidly,  that  the  men  were  obliged  to  keep  the  boats  in  a 
rolling  motion,  to  prerent  the  ice  from  closing  in  upon  thaiii 
and  literally  choaking  them  up ;  at  which  time  the  men  had 
no  other  clothing  than  what  they  stood  upright  in,  and  thdr 
whole  covering  at  night  coonstcd  of  a  blanket,  made  in  the 
shape  of  a  sack,  into  which  they  crawled,  and  then  drew  the 
open  ends  over  their  faces.  Their  chief  object  in  making 
these  bags  was,  that  it  secured  th«r  feet  from  the  cold,  and 
prevented  their  being  frozen.  The  method  in  which  the 
men  slept,  was  as  follows : — ^Three  trendies  were  dug  in  the 
snow,  each  capable  of  holding  seven  men,  a  covering  of  csn- 
vass  was  thrown  over  the  trenches^  and  a  layer  of  snow  otar 
the  canvass ;  they  then  got  into  their  blanket  bags;  and  hud- 
dled close  together  for  the  benefit  of  the  reciprocal  heat. 
There  was  an  oflioer  in  eadi  trench,  via.  Captain  Roaa,  Coat- 
mander  Ross,  and  Mr.  Thorn.  The  blankcta  of  the  officers 
were  lined  with  skin ;  but  it  is  scarcely  possible  Co  form  an 
idea  of  the  misery  and  wretdiedness  whidi  thej  all  endured 
in  their  dormitories ;  the  froien  snow  was  their  bed,  and  the 
cold  to  which  they  were  exposed/ was,  at  one  time,  64  de* 
grees  below  the  freeaing  point  of  Fahrenheit ;  but  after  en- 
countering many  severe  hardships  firom  the  treacherous  state 
of  the  weather,  they  succeeded  in  getting  eighteen  miles  to  the 
southward,  and  were  then  obliged  to  haul  the  boats  on  ahore^ 
on  account  of  the  young  ice  making  so  rapidly,  and  the  conse« 
quent  danger  incurred  of  having  thdn  frosen  in.  They 
remained  two  days  there,  during  which  time  they  shot  two 
foxes,  which  were  ealcn  by  ^e  crew,  as  well  as  an  old  rook, 
forming  altogether,  under. .  their  pjepy t !  cufcumstancea^  a 
dainty  meal ;  but  whioh»i .  in .  theiir  own  country,  would  have 
been  rejected  by  them  withi  disgust* 

They  were  noiE  enabled,  on  account  <^  the  ice  opening  a 
little,  to  make  evm  further  progress;  and  after  being  exposed 
to  the  most  imminent;  dii^(cr«  they  suoosaded  in  reaching  Bat- 
ty  B«ybv.tha.lit./QfjQ«tober;:at  mhifih  plim  they. found 
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their  progrets  oompletely  impeded  bj  the  yoiing  ice^  and  they 
feared  that  they  would  be  obliged  to  abandon  all  further  hopes 
of  reaching  Fury  Beach  by  the  boats; . '  In  such  a  situatloD, 
they  were  obliged  to  pitch  their  tents  upon  the  ice,  not  being 
able  to  reach  the  shores  although  the '  distance  uras  'not  more 
than  tiro  miles.  The  cold  was  so  intense,  that  Barney  Lacny 
lost  the  tops  of  his  fingers,  whilst  rolling  an  empty  bread 
cask  on  shore,  having  no  mittekis  on  at  the  time;  and  there 
was  scarcely  one  who  was  not  frostJ)itten  in  some  part  of  hb 
extremities. 

Under  these  adverse  circumstances,  a  ccAisuItation  was  held 
between  Captain  and  Conkmander  Rosa,  as  to'thcf  steps  which 
should  be  taken  with  idie  boats,  as  well  as  the  measures  whidi 
were  to  be  adopted  to  secure  their  safe,  return  to'  Fury  Beacbb 
It  was,  however,  ultimately  agreed,  that,  oonudering  the  rapid 
growth  of  the  young  ice,  and  thfe  iin|)06sibility  of  reaching 
Fury  Beach  in  the  boats,  that  no  tiitie'  should  he  lost  in  the 
unloading  of  them,  and  afterwards  hauling  them  over  the  ice 
on  sho0e»  where  they  might  remiin  housed  over  until  the 
breaking  lip  of  the  ice,  when  they  Would  be  able  to  make 
another  attempt  to  reach  those  parts  that  were  frequented  by 
the  whaling  bbips* 

They  soon'  commenced  the  thsk  of  unloading  the  boats ;  but 
they  found  the  labour  to  be  very  great,  being  obliged  to  caiw 
ry  every  artide  separately  over  the.  ice,  (k^me  of  wbk;|i  yafire 
very  heavy  and  cun^rsome,)  to  a  distance  of  above  two  milei^ 
being  exposal  thehprhole  time  to  an  intensity  of  cold  which  il 
was  thought  scarcdy  posdhle  for  the  human  omstitutioa  to 
endure. 

On  the  2nd  of  October  they  commenced  hauliqg  the  boats 
on  shore,  all  bands  bong  engaged  at  oatk  boat  Th^  sue* 
ceed^  with  the  greatest  dificulty,  in  dragging  her  about  half* 
way  when  the  ice  suddenly  gave  way  under  her;  Every  endea,. 
vour  was  then  made  to  get  faeroutagiin,but  asfast  as  th^ haul- 
ed heron  the  ice,  it  broke  in  agBin,and  iheybadfears  that  datkh 
ness  would^lose  in  upon  them  b^nre  they  bad  got  her  clear,  by 
whid)  consideimble  risk  would  be  run  rfever  bebg aUe  toex« 
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tricate  her ;  as,  by  thefoBowiiig  waunmg^Am  wm§^  hmmim^ 
KO  in,  as  to  render  h  inponble  to  Move  her.  Uttderaacbadh 
lefDina,  they  adopCad  theexpedieot  oTpnlsbBg  abosfa  bhI  ai- 
der herbowa;  andtlieo,apiilyi0gdiewlialeortfeam^etii,dOT 
Micoeeded,  with  a  sudden  jerk,  in  Ltiniiig  her  ^on  the  is 
Tliey  had  not  however,  proeeeded  far,  before  the  boat  agai 
broke  in ;  but,  by  adopting  the  previous  wethod,  they  aas 
ntricated  her ;  and  the  iee  beeomii^  ationger,  antheyap 
pitMched  the  shore,  they  at  bst  succeeded  in  Inndii^  her,ad 
pboed  her  about  thirty  feet  above  high  water  mark.  TWi 
then  returned  for  the  other  two  boats,  and  expericneed  tk 
aaaM  difllculty  before  they  were  enabled  to  tranaport 
the  beach,  and  after  they  had  secured  the  boaCi^  the 
they  had  undergone  were  soon  fixgotten. 

There  being  no  prospect  of  conveying  the  thii^  bj 
of  the  boats  to  Fury  Beach,  Captun  Ross  ordered  the 
ter  to  break  up  three  of  the  bread  casks,  and  mtke  Iran  thesi 
some  sledges,  whereon  they  might  be  able  to  carry  the  atmci, 
proviuons,  ftc.  to  Fury  Beadi.  During  the  time  that  the 
carpenter  was  thus  employed,  the  crew  were  busy  in  houuf 
over  the  boats,  and  rendering  them  secure,  until  the  fidlowing 
year,  which  was  effected  by  fastening  them  with  their  own 
anchors,  and  putting  stones  and  other  heavy  articles  over  them, 
and  then  covering  the  whole  with  a  layer  of  snow. 

Previous  to  their  leaving  Batty  Bay,  two  pounds  ten  ouncm 
of  biscuit  were  served  out  to  each  man,  and  this  scanty  nlfew* 
anoe  was  to  last  them  till  they  arrived  at  Fury  Beach,  howe- 
ver tempestuous  the  weather  might  be,  and  however  king  they 
might  he  detained  on  their  journey. 

On  the  4th  of  Ootober  they  took  thor  departure ;  the  dis- 
tance from  Batty  Bay  to  Fury  Beach  bring  thhrty-rix  miles, 
but  it  wts  rendered  greater,  on  account  of  their  having  to  go 
round  two  bights^  where  they  expected  that. the  travelling 
would  be  attended  with  the  greatest  difficult,  on  account  of 
the  hummocks  of  iee  which  were  so.  numerous.;  and  the  pas* 
sage  in  many  places  appeared  to  be  completdly  bkidced  upw 
They  had  not  travelled  more  than  two  miles  befbie  they  were 
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obliged  to  unload  the  skdgea,  in  order  to  render  tbem  lighter, 
as  the  road  was  not  passable  for  them  in  the  loaded  state  in 
which  they  left  Baity  Bay.  The  things  that  were  taken  out 
of  the  sledges  were  left  on  the  beach,  with  the  ulterior  view 
of  returning  for  them  when  they  arnved  at  Fury  Beach. 
During  the  time  that  the  sledges  were  unloading  and  being 
repaired,  the  remainder  of  the  crew  were  employed  in  fixing 
the  tents  on  shore,  in  which  the  whole  party  remained  for  the 
night.  Early  on  the  .following  morning  they  again  renewed 
their  journey,  having  left  behind  them  two  chests,  contxuning 
instruments,  8rc.,  one  tent,  and  several  other  articles,  which 
they  could  most  easily  dispense  with.  After  having  advan- 
ced ten  miles,  they  again  pitched  their  tents;  and  the  men, 
worn  out  with  fatigue  and  hunger,  consumed  their  miserable 
allowance,  without  any  liquid  to  moisten  it,  except  a  lump  of 
ice,  which  they  put  into  their  mouths  to  melt.  On  the  fourth 
day  after  leaving  Batty  Bay,  they  arrived  at  Fury  Beach,  and 
found  that,  in  their  absence,  the  foxes  had  taken  possession  of 
their  bouse,  but  they  immediately  decamped  as  soon  as  the 
crew  presented  themselves. 

On  the  following  morning  the  wind  began  to  blow  very  hard, 
and  continued  with  undiminished  violence  until  the  ISth.  Du- 
ring the  interval  of  the  5th  to  the  13th,  the  men  were  employ- 
ed in  repairing  the  house,  and  building  a  snow  wall  round  it, 
above  nine  feet  thick.  In  the  erection  of  which  considerable 
inconvenience  was  experienced  from  the  want  of  water,  as  they 
could  not  spare  any  fuel  with  which  to  melt  the  snow ;  but 
they  found  it  to  be  utterly  impracticable  to  build  the  wall  in  a 
solid  manner  without  water,  which,  being  immediately  frozen 
on  its  application,  served  the  purpose  of  mortar  in  the  adhe- 
sion of  the  slabs  of  snow,  and  also  closed  up  any  interstices 
which  might  be  left,  through  which  the  exterior  atmosphere 
could  penetrate.  In  this  dilemma,  they  had  no  other  altema« 
five,  than  to  have  recourse  to  thdr  own  urine,  for  the  pr&r 
servation  of  which,  a  cask  was  kept  in  the  house,  and  with  this 
liquid  the  wall  was  com^deted. 
The  engineer  was  then  employed  in  building  an  oven  for 
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baking  bread,  they  havitig  obUdnad  an  ample  auppl^  of  Hoof 
from  the  stores  of  the  Fury ;  the  scanty  atock  of  biscuiti 
which  they  had  brought  from  tha  Victory  beii^  neariy 
exhausted. 

Preparations  were  then  made  for  the  equipoietit  of  a  tra? ek 
ling  party,  for  the  purpose  of  fetdiing  the  thinga  wbidi  had 
beoi  left  at  the  first  station,  about  four  milea  from  Batty  Baj, 
Fourteen  men  were  all  that  oould  be  qpared  fioaa  the  crew; 
the  remainder  bdng  disabled  by  illneas,  partly  arising  finpn 
the  scurvy  and  partly  from  the  loss  of  the  uae  of  their  limbs 
occanoned  by  the  intensity  of  the  frost 

The  most  yaluabi^  acquintion  obtained  by  the  crew,  by  the 
transportation  of  thestores  from  Batty  Bay^  was  c»iie  of  the 
stoves  which  had  been  brought  from  the  Victory.  There  were 
originally  three  stoves,  one  to  each  boat ;  one  of  tbem  vss 
brought  away  when  they  took  their  departure  ^m  Batty  Bay ; 
the  crew  had  now  brought  another,  and  the  third  was  left  un- 
der the  boats  at  the  place  just  mentioned.  They  1^  now  a 
atove  for  the  oflBcer's  room  or  cabin,  as  it  was  called,  and  oae 
for  the  berth  of  the  seamen ;  and  there  being  no  scarcity  of 
funnelling,  the  engineer  was  set  to  work  so  to  distribute  the 
funnels,  that  the  warm  air  might  be  diffused  through  every 
part  of  the  house. 

Hie  last  time  that  the  sun  was  visible  was  on  the  14th  oi 
November,  on  which  day  the  thermometer  stood  at  SS  degrees 
below  zero,  or  64  degrees  bdow  the  freeaing  point  of  Fah- 
renheit 

By  the  1st  of  December  the  house  began  to  asaume  the 
appearance  of  an  inhabited  establishment :— the  bed  places 
ivere  completed;  the  oven,  wbidi  the  engineer  had  made 
from  the  copper  belonging  to  the  Fury,  and  constructed  on 
ShUer^s  principle,  was  put  up ;  a  mess-table  was  run  along  the 
middle  part  <^  the  house ;  four  bed-places  were  made  for  the 
officers;  and  a  table  in  the  middle  part,  so  that,  from  the 
officers'  mess  berth,  each  door  opened  to  the'u:  respective 
cabin.  The  stove  was  placed  at  the  front  of  the  Uble,  the 
nelling  was  carried  under  it,  and  thence  to  the  outside  of 


TO  TBS  yORTH  roLK.  969 

the  house.  Two  oot-hodseswere^  built  od  the  outside  of  the 
bouse ;  one  for  the  reception  of  the  lumber,  and  the  oUier  i» 
a  snow-house^  which  was  legiilarly  filled  with  snow,  whenever 
the  weather  would  permit 

The  general  state  of  the  health  of  the  crew  was,  however, 
of  a  very  unfevourable  and  serious  nature ;  for  John  Wood, 
Anthmiy  Buck,  (the  blind  man,)  and  Thomas,  were  y^ry 
il)  of  the  scurvy;  Henry  Ayre,  the  cook,  afficted  with  the 
rheumatism ;  Barney  Ladiqr,  wilh  the  loss  of  the  tops  of  two 
erf*  his  fingersi  having  been  frostJbitten.at  Batty  Bay;  and 
last  on  the  list  wap  George  Taylor^  who  was  again  frost* 
bitten  in  travelling  from  Batt^  Bay  to  Fory  Beach  ;  but  whO| 
nevertheless,  continued  to  hobble  along,  receiving  every  as- 
sistance from  his  comrades  which  it  was  in  their  power  to 
bestow. 

They  succeeded  in  killing  a  considerable  number  of  foxes 
during  the  winter,  and  almost  every  Sunday  the  officers  had 
one  for  their  dinner ;  and  on  Christmas-day  there  M[ere  fouc 
baked,  which  afforded  a  sumptuous  dinner  for  officers  and 
men.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1833,  the  men  wer^ 
confined  to  the  house,  in  oons^uence  of  the  strong  northerly 
gales,  which  prevailed  at  that  time,  accompanied  with  heavy 
drift,  and  whidi  tended  greatly  to  protract  the  recovery  of 
the  sick.  The  duty  imposed  upon  the  men  was  very  trifling, 
they  being  only  required  to  take  exerdse  whenever  the 
weather  would  permit,  and  th&r  principal  labour  consisted  in 
carrying  snow  to  the  house,  fitted  up  as  its  receptacle. 

On  the  Snd  of  February  they  experienced  the  most  inde* 
scribable  satisfaction  of  again  bdudding  the  sun,  after  an  ab- 
sence of  eighty  dayif,  but  wbidi  only  showed  them  a  glimpse 
of  its  beauty,  and  then  disappeared  from  their  sight ;  it  was 
to  them  ■  the  harbinger  of  brighter  days,  and  the  light  that 
was  to  guide  them  on  their  perilous  Journey  to  their  native 
country.'  On  the  Tth^  greatly  to  the  astouishment  of  the 
whole  crew,  two  ran-deer  made  thor  appearance  at  some  dis- 
tance from  the  beach.  Sudi  a  circumstance  had  never  be- 
fore been  known  to  occur  before  the  latter  end  of  March,  or 
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Tbt  day  irfkcr  his  death  be  was  tewea  opia 
pat  iaco  the  «ioar4KNii^  bat  bcfiane  he 
fiaai  hif  bed-ptaee,  he  was  at  hard  at  a  lock.  He 
to  be  kept  ia  the  wuom  bote  tevcial  dajs  bcfin  he  couU  be 
buried,  the  weather  bdag  to  eevere,  that  the  mea  had  gnat 
difflcuhy  io  penetrating  the  earth  ;  aad  after  labotniag  with 
alnoet  inretiant  toil  till  the  lfith»  thejr  eoliU  00I7 
digging  a  grave  of  about  a  fiiot  ia  depth  ;  and  on  the 
day  be  wai  buried  the  whole  of  the  anew  thai  wcfe  able»  fbt 
lowed^  with  all  the  toleainity  that  the  loene  required ;  thui^ 
paying  the  Ust  tribute  of  regard,  for  one  who  had  ao  naa* 
fully  ibared  their  miilbrtuiiet  and  privations ;  altogether  it 
was  a  seeoe  calcuhrted  to  depress  the  most  glowing  apirita. 
Captain  Ross  led  the  funeral  psoeesnon,  and  read  the  burial 
service.  After  the  corpse  was  intarred  they  erected  «  mon^ 
ment  over  the  top  of  the  grave,  with  a.piece  of  wood  in  |be. 
middle,  and  a  small  plate  of  copper  nailed  to  it,  with  hia 
namci  age,  and  trade,  engraved  upon  it,  according  to  tb^ 
best  manner  of  the  engineer. 

l*he  crew  were  now '  reduced  to  twenty,  and  they  were  iir 
daily  expectation  of  losing  Buck  and  Wood,  whose  oonstitqr 
tions  were  unable,  to  endure  the  continual iaiigue  and  bard* 
sliips  Co  whieh  they  had  lately,  been  eapuscd^tand  which  bad 
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been  more  trying  and  severe  than  had  eret  been  experienced 
at  any  previous  part  of  the  voyage. 

As  the  day-light  increased)  the  officers  and  some  of  the 
crew  went  on  shooting  excursions,  and,  on  one  occasion,  they 
shot  two  bears,  and  saw  a  wolf  at  whidi  they  fired,  and  severe^ 
ly  wounded  him,  but  he  contrived  to  make  his  escape.  Com- 
mander Ross  followed  him  a  considerable  distance  by  the 
track  of  his  blood,  but  the  day  light  closing  upon  him,  he 
was  obKged  to  relinquish  his  pursuit. 

In  the  beginning  of  April,  they  bq^an  to  make  great  pre- 
paratioito  for  th^r  final  departure.  Some  of  the  bread  casks 
were  got  up  to  the  house,  for  the  purpose  of  packing  the  bread, 
for  they  found,  greatly  to  their  disappcwtment  and  misfortune, 
a  great  quantity  of  bad  bread  amongst  the  Fury  *s  scores.  Each 
cnk  was  emptied  on  a  sail,  the  cask  burned  out,  and  the  picked 
bread  put  into  it  All  the  provisions  which  they  intended  to 
take  with  them  to  Batty  Bay,  were  then  collected ;  which  con- 
sisted of  2500  pounds  of  bread  in  casks,  and  60  pounds  in  a 
bag ;  1400  pounds  of  preserved  meats ;  520  pounds  of  sugar ; 
190  pounds  of  cocoa ;  58  pounds  of  pea  coffee ;  nearly  half  a  ton 
of  coals;  and  £0 gallons  of  lime  juice,  independently  of  the 
weight  of  tlie  casks  and  other  artidesp  all  which,  upon  a  close 
calculation,  amounted  to  seven  tons,  which  had  to  be  dragged 
down  to  Batty  Bay,  a  distance  of  thirty-two  miks,  over  hum- 
mocks of  ice^  and  hilb  of  snow.  '  They  computed  that  thct 
above  quantity  would  make  iMflrteen  sledge  loads ;  and  there 
being  only  thirteen  wMaag  hands,  which  was  barely  suffi- 
dent  to  drag  two  dedges,  it  wais  fi^und  impracticable  to  take 
more ;  ao  that  after  they  bad  travdled  dght  miles,  they  were 
oUiged  to  i^um  immediately,  if  the  wciather  would  permit, 
with  the  empty  dedges,  for  the  remaining  part  of  the  stores ; 
thus,  the  men  had  to  travel  the  distance  of  fifty-six  milcsi 
without  bdog  more  than  eight  Oft  didr  route.  This  ince»j 
sant ;  fiitigue  and  labour  occupied  the  whole  oi  April,  and 
Mayf  and  also  the  beginning^  June. 

They  now  began  to  fad  ONlddarable  anxiety  for  the  safi^y 
of  the  boats  whidi  Were  left  at  Baity  Bay,  u  thdr  safe  ddi- 
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Teranoe  rrom  those*  iobotpiuUe  and  dreary  regioni^  in  which 
they  had  experienced  for  four  year-,  the  greateal  hardahipa 
and  sufferings  which  it  ia'possiUe  for  the  strongest  donaCitu- 
fion  to  bear,  chiefly  depended  upon  them;  they  tbcrcfort 
considered  it  adyisaMe  to  send  a  party  forward  to  the  bcj,  to 
ascertain  the  condition  M  the  boats,  before  the' whole  of  the 
provisions  were  removed  from  Fury  Beach.  Accordingly,  a 
party  set  out,  and  were  r^iced  to  find,  on  their  arriYal  at 
Batty  Bay 9  that  the  boats  had  not  suffered  much  from  being 
exposed  to  the  rigour  of  the  climate ;  but  they  found  that 
the  chief  part  of  the  proyisions  had  been  consumed  by  the 
foxes.  The  animals  had  selected  the  boats  as  their  winter 
quarters,  making  free  with  every  article  wherewith  they  could 
satisfy  their  hunger,  lliey  had  consumed  nearly  the  whole 
of  the  pork  and  beef;  they  had  alsp  devoured  the  tops  of  the 
stewardls  sea  boots,  the  leather  off  the  th'owl  pins,  and  almoat 
the  whole  of  the  tarpaulins ;  in  fact,  ndthing  appeared  to 
have  come  amiss  to  their  rapacious  appetites. 

After  endurin/sf  great  fatigue  and  labour,  they  succeeded 
in  getdng  the  whole  of  the  things  down  to  Batty  Bay,  and 
placed  them  alongside  of  the  boats ;  they  were  then  covert 
over  with  the  boats  sails,  and  the  bench  of  Batty  Bay,  fbrmed 
every  appearance  of  a  second  Fury  Beach.  After  they  had 
secured  the  provisions  as  eEfectualiy  as  posnUe,  froia  the  de:* 
pt^ations  of  the  foxes,  they  returned  to  Fury  Beach :  upon 
their  arrival,  they  found  Wood,  Buck, and. Ayre,  so  extreme* 
ly  illy  as  io  be  totaHy  incapable  of  enduring  tfie  fatigue  of 
travelling  ;  on  account  of  s^hieb,  and  strongly  impressed  with 
the  flattering  hopes  that  a  b6nefi(Sial^  diange  might* soon  take 
place  in  the  health  of  the  poor  unhappy  sulib'era.  Captain  Roas 
proposed,  to  the  great  satisfaedon  df  ail,  that  their  defiarture 
from  Fuiry  Beadh  should  be  defcnred  for  i,  few  daysj 
dering^  that  by  exposing  the  sick  men'  to  the  air,  m  the 
stdte  in  which  they  were,  would  be  unnecessarily  endangeiw 
ing  their  lives,  as  thc^  had  not  strength  wherewith  to  take 
suflSdent  exeirdse  to  put  their  Uood  in  drculation.  In  this  in- 
terim, a  party  should  be  sent  to  Garry  Bay,  where  the  ducks 
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were  known  to  resort  m  great  numbers,  witli  the  flattering  hopes 
of  being  able  to  obtain  a  supply  of  fresh  food  for  the  crew,  as 
also  for  the  nourishment  of  the  sick.  Acoordin^y  Comman* 
der  Boss,  with  a  party,  set  out  on  a  shooting  exourrion,  but 
found  the  birds  to  be  very  shy ;  and  after  being  absent  five 
days,  they  could  only  succeed  in  bringing  home  twenty  king 
and  queen  ducks ;  but,  however,  they  were  partly  remun^ 
rated  by  a  supply  of  dovekies,  which  they  found  to  be  very 
numerous,  and  the  stock  which  they  were  fortunate  enough 
to  obtain,  furnished  the  crew  with  some  good  materials 
fior  sea  pies,  &c.  and  which  proved  a  relishing  meal,  after  the 
diet  to  which  they  had  been  accustomed.  i 

On  the  29th  of  June  the  crew  returned  from  Batty  Bay, 
and  till  their  final  departure,  they  were  employed  in  junking 
up  the  cable,  gathering  together  the  coals,  rep»ring  the  house, 
and  placing  every  thing  in  such  a  safe  position,  that  they  might 
be  readily  got  at,  in  case  they  should  be  obliged  to  return, 
and  pass  another  dreary  winter  in  their  comfortless  dwellings 
They  left  as  much  coals  upon  the  beach  as  they  conjectured 
would  last  them  another  winter ;  also  thirty  casks  of  flonr^ 
each  weighing  604  pounds,  and  twelve  casks  of  886  |>punds ; 
eleven  casks  of  sugar,  each  weighing  872  pounds ;  a  few  kegi 
<^  lime  juke,  and  a  laige  quantity  of  parsnips,  carrots,  soups* 
&C.,  but  they  did  not  leave  a  single  canister  of  meat. 

The  engineer  was  also  busily  employed  in  making  three 
now  stoves  for  the  boats,  but  on  a  different  plan  from  those  of 
the  Fury,  with  a  view  of  economisrag  the  fuel  and  decreattng 
tbiir  weight.  The  stoves  of  the  Fury  weighed,  upon  an  av#i» 
rage,  eighty  pounds,  whereas  those  which  the  enjpneer  had 
constructed,  did  not  weigh  more  than  twenty-two  pounds*  He 
also  constructed  several  other  things  which  were  necessary  foir 
theboats;  and  cut  up  some  of  the  Fury  Vice  saw^*  for  the 
purpose  of  ironing  the  bottoms  of  the  sledgc&  Tbree  new 
sledges,  were  likewite  made,  £x  the  purpose  of  eonvqring  th6 
sick  men  to  Batty  Bay ;  which  were  fitted  with  four  uprightjs 
and  a  canvass  mat  hauled  out  to  each  corner^  on  which  the 
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flick  ooold  be  kid ;  idher^by  tbey  wouU  faedbtetorids^kitlM 
MSie  namer  as  if  lykig  tn  a  oot  the  vholeof  the  jouroey. 

'Hie  party  took  their  final  dqpartuie  fiioni  Fwry  Beach  cm 
the  Sth  of  Jidy,  and  it  wai  aofc  aolil  the  16th  Ihat  tfaey  er- 
rifted  at  Bi^  Bay.  Oaibe  tfth  thqr  orweed  Navy  BoaiMl 
lakt,  and  on  the  fottowiqg  day^  to  Aeir  it>dptflrihehlejpy»  they 
deaened  a  ship  in  theoflbigt  heeahned ;  which  piDfwdlQ be ^Ih^ 
Itaheila  of  HuUt  commanded  hy  Captain  Hmaphrief, 

The  diaeofery  of  the  laabeUa  wai  first  mad^  by  CovmaB- 
der  Boas,  nrbo  hovever  (Ud  not  at  once  coDuniwipate  the  Jieww, 
aa  he  was  tut  a  while  doubtftii  of  the  reality.  ..It  was  m  r»- 
markable  coincidence  that  the  ship  which  ea^ed  the.  advenMir*- 
oiis  party  should  have  been  the  same  whiish  Captain  Boas 
coaamandedf  in  lus  first  expeditbn  to  .die  ArcticiSeMy  in  I8il6^ 

It  appears  that  Captain  Humphrim  took  HkecoiMie  he  did* 
for  the  express  parpoae  of  lookuig  for  the  party ;  whiph  he.did 
however,  it  would  seeni»  rather  in  the  expedbation  #f  jGodis^ 
their  bones  than  believiiig  them  to  be  «ltfv« ;  und  in  Girder  I0 
Induce  his  crew  (which  was  employed  as  a  whaler)  te  ^stwmn" 
pany  him  into  that  part  of  the  Arctic  Sea  where  they  diacovered 
the  expedition,  he  tejd  them  they  w^ere  likely  to  meet  ^uJk 
srhales  there.  He  had  JQo  instruc^ipas  frem  bis  owners,  vso  ia 
do,  but  went  on  his  own  responsibiJity,  and  wa^  fdUewod :  hy 
another  whaler  From  Hull  called  the  William  l>e.  Theae  shipa 
bad  both  remained  beyond  the  time  wbioh  the  whalers  eon  - 
tinue  in  those  seas,  with  a  apecial  view  to  Captain  Boas*  Thie 
Isabella  eowtinued  about  a  month  in  the  wbtdin^  gnumd  ^fter 
ahe  had  iaken  Captain  Boss  and  bis  party  on  board,  in  order  to 
enable  him  to  maice  his  observations,  and  in  doing  ao  encoua* 
iered  greater  danger  than  usuaUy  occurs  in  getting  out  of 
Lancaster  fiouod«  It  appears  that  bodi  the  Issbella  and  the 
WiillMan  JL^ee  went  up  higher  into  Lancaster  Sound  by  asi 
hiMsdfed  fiiles,  than  any  whaler  ever  had  done  before.  Captain 
Bmi  Wm  /enabled  while  regaining  in  the  laabella,  to  complete 
hi^  survey  of  these  <eQasts. 

The  Isabella  arrived  ai  Stroavaess  in  the  Orkney  Islands 
on  the  27th  of  October,  1838^  ibirteen  months  after  Captain 
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Boss  had  abandoned  the  y'uMrf^  ttrirteen  moBlhi  of  hardship 
unequalled  in  the  onnaU  of  the  maritiitie  senrioTi  and  at  the 
same  time  remarkable  for  the  «mall  niunbor  of  deaths  which 
had  taken  place  during  that  period.  One  of  the  seamen  died 
in  the  early  part  of  the  voyage  from  eonsomption^  Ihe  second 
death  arose  from  mental  despondency ;  the  third,  (that  of  the 
carpenter)  was  the  only  death  that  was  attributable  to  the  ef- 
fects of  the  dimate.  He  had  been  carpenter  of  the  Eurydice 
hulk  at  Woolwich  when  this  expedition  was  undertaken,  and 
volunteered  his  services  to  accompany  Captain  Ross.  His 
wife  then  re«ded  at  Chatham,  and  not  having  heard  any  tid- 
ings of  him  or  his  oompanioos  during  the  long  period  of  their 
absence,  very  naturally  concluded  that  the  whole  party  was 
totally  lost,  and  accor^ngly  went  into  mourning  for  her  hus- 
band. But  soon  after,  she  heard,  with  inexpresnUe  joy,  of 
the  unexpected  and  safe  arrival  of  Captain  BU>8S,  atid  his  com-' 
panions  at  Woolwich,  upon  which  she  immediately  hastened 
thither,  with  the  most  sanguine  hopes  of  again  beholding  her 
husband,  and  giving  him  an  afFedionate  and  welcome  recep« 
lion  to  his  native  land ;  but  that  joy  was  denied  her.  The 
poignancy  of  her  grief  may  be  imagined  bnt  cannot  be  describ* 
ed,  when  she  ascertained  that  the  bitter  confirmation  of  the 
truth  of  her  forebodings  awaited  her.  In  many  instances  the 
relatives  and  friends  of  those  in  the  expedition  had  acted  on 
the  same  supposition  of  their  having  been  lost,  but  happy 
were  they  whose  suppositions  were  not  realised.  The  princi- 
pal accident  that  occurred  was  that  of  Captain  Ross  himself, 
who  had  a  fall  and  broke  both  his  lep. 

The  arrival  of  Captain  Ross  in  the  British  Islands  was  im- 
mediately announced  at  Lloyds,  where  the  event  was  hatfed 
with  greiU  and  universal  satisfaction.  It  came  with  sudi  tuid- 
denness  that  doubts  were  thrown  on  the  anthemicity  of  the 
intelligence.  The  arrival  however  of  the  Captain  and  brs 
eompanions  in  Hull,  soon  removed  these  doubts,  and  they 
were  received  with  every  feeling  of  respect.  A  public  enter- 
toinmeiit  was  given  him,  on  which  occasion  the  freedom  of  the 
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borough  WAS  presented  to  him,  aooompanied    by  an   appn>pri< 
ate  address  on  the  part  of  the  corporation.     They  arrived  is 
London  on  the  19th  of  October,  and  the  Captain  wrote  a  let- 
ter from  the  Portland  Hotel  to  the  Admiralty  Commissionen. 
On  the  following  day  he  and  his  nephew  waited  on  Sir  James 
Grahuin  at  the  Admiralty,  from  whence   they  proceeded  to 
Windsor,  where  they  iia<l  the  honour  of  bi'ing    presented  to 
his  Majesty,  and  spendtnpr  the  evening  at  the  royal  table.  The 
whole  crew  soon  after  arrived  in  I«ondon  and  on   the  ensuin^^ 
Tue^lay  nniHtered  at  the  Admiralty. 

The  folloxung  lotter  was  sent  to  Captain  Ross  from  the 
Admiralty  in  reply  to  communications  from  him. 

Admiralty,  28th  of  October,  1835. 
••  Sir, — I  have  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Com- 
niissionersofchc  Admiralty  your  letterof  the  26th  instant,  trans- 
mitting a  list  of  the  officers  and  men  employed  on  your  late 
expedition  to  the  Arctic  Seas ;  shewing  the  amount  of  pay  due 
to  each,  according  to  the  scale  by  which  you  would  have  felt 
yourself  bound  to  remunerate  tJiem  for  their  services,  and  [ 
am  commanded  by  their  lordships  to  acquaint  you  in  reply, 
that  although  these  men  have  no  claim  on  his  Majesty's 
Government,  inasmuch  as  the  expedition  was  not  sent  out  by 
the  Board  of  Admiralty,  yet,  in  consideration  of  its  having 
been  undertaken  for  the  benefit  of  science  and  of  the  sufferings 
these  men  have  undergone,  the  perilous  situation  in  which 
they  were  placed  for  so  long  protracted  a  period,  and  their 
uniform  good  conduct  under  circumstances  the  most  trying  to 
which  British  seamen  were,  perhaps,  ever  exposed  ;  and  their 
lordships  being  moreover  satisfied  of  your  utter  inability  to 
|pL|fil  the  engagements  entered  into  by  you,  and  of  the  desti- 
■tate  io  which  these  people  have  providentially  arrived 
ir  nadve  country,  have  been  induced,  under  such  pc- 
ORumstances,  from  a  feeling  of  humanity,  immediately 
re  you  from  your  engagements,  and  them  from  pressing 
Vi  rather  than  wait  till  parliament  shall  be  assembled, 
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to  which  it  18  intended  to  submit  the  case.  .Their  lordships 
hare  therefore  dirteted  the  Accountant  General  of  the  nary, 
to  advance  to  you  the  sum  c(  ;f 4,580.  12s.  Sd.  as  the  amount 
which  by  your  statement,  you  feel  yourself  under  an  en- 
gagement to  pay  to  the  persons  therein  named,  from  each  of 
whom  on  making  their  payment,  you  will  take  a  stamp  re- 
eeipt  as  a  voucher  in  full  of  all  demands  they  may  respectively 
bare  upon  yoii. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  Bakrow.*^ 

Captain  Ross,  previous  to  his  defwrture,  bad  raised  money 
for  his  own  equipment,  by  executing  deeds  for  the  condition- 
al transfer  of  his  property,  and  in  one  instance,  the  parties 
had  availed  themselves  of  their  legal  right  to  obtain  payment 
calculating,  as  they  did  that  he  had  been  lost. 
.  The  committee  of  the  House  of  Commons  have  recom- 
mended a  grant  of  £5000,  to  Captmn  Ross,  a  sum  which  will 
scarcely  cover  his  losses*  The  crew  were  employed  in  eligi- 
ble situations  in  the  dock-yards^  or  placed  in  others  that  will 
lead  to  promotion  ;  Mr.  Abernethy,  the  gunner,  was  promot- 
ed to  the  Seringapatam ;  Mr.  Thom,  purser,  to  the  lucrative 
ntuation  of  purser  to  the  Canopus,  of  eighty -four  guns ;  Mr. 
M^Diarmid  the  medical  officer  to  the  expedition,  appointed  to 
the  situation  of  assistant-surgeon  of  the  navy,  and  when  qua- 
lified to  pass  his  examination,  to  be  promoted  to  the  rank  of 
surgeon,  and  Commander  Ross,  to  whom  a  great  part  of  the 
scientific  results  are  due,  was  appointed  Commander  of  the 
Victory,  on  full  pay  for  twelve  months,  and  at  the  end  of 
which,  to  receive  the  rank  of  Post  Captain,  which  since  then 
has  taken  place;  Captain  John  Humphreys  of  the  Isabella, 
has  also  been  amply  remunerated,  to  whose  persevering  hu- 
manity Captmn  Ross  and  his  party  owe  their  lives. 

Thus  closes  a  narrative  of  the  severest  trials  to  which  human 
nature  was  ever  subjected,  and  which  are  unparalleled  in 
the  annals  of  history ;  and  the  name  of  Ross  will  be  re** 
membered  so  long  as  the  sdtnoe  of  geography  exists. 
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The  hrfiiti  «d  MoJc  of  life  of  the  CiniMMMi  hie  koi 
rvadered  fanulisr  to  moit  mdeft  h^  the  ilniii|<ifij  mmfia 
and  oorrecf ,  wUcfa  former  trsfdlen  in  the  ngieBs  tlMgf 
bit»  have  gWen  at  suooeMve  periods.    They  peeMBf, 
their  tiuuUUed  pontioii,  a  rcBunrfcidile  cuMbail  to  dKMt  otkr 
savages  ;  their  mamiert  being nuld  end gealk^  nndsapiniflf 
ooDtentment  with  their  eondition  is  one  of  the  venuvkabie 
features  of  thor  character :  the  wants  of  the  EaqiBnunx,  a 
necessary  oanseqaenee  of  the  dimate  in  which  he  ia  found, 
are  very  few  and  very  readily  supplied,  eren  bj  anoh  con- 
paratiyely  rude  means  as  he  posseases.    Contented  with  his 
own  lot,  Rs  much  from  earelessMSs  about  hiaBelftas  finan  want 
of  knowledge  that  others  are  better  eff^  if  hb  aaow  hut  be 
slieltered  from  the  north  wind,  and  if  he  find  a  suSdent  sup- 
ply of  proTisions  for  the  day,  he  seeks  no  more ;  his  greatest 
affliction  is  the  loss  of  his  cfaty's  hunting,- from  the  ageeiky  of 
the  weather :  and,  living  in  a  state  of  peace  with  each  othcTt 
their  life  presents  none  of  those  dangerous  featuffn  which  wa^ 
der  of  her  savages,  and  those  in  regions  not  veiy  remote  ham 
where  the  Esqtrmaux  dwell,  tmly  savage«    In  person  thty 
are  of  low  stature,  but  stoutly  and  rather  wdl  made;  tbeesm- 
plexion  is  of  an  oHre  tinC,  the  face  broad  and  round,  witb 
dark,  small,  and  pierdng  eyes.     Their  ignorance  is  ginoi  in 
the  extreme.    The  women  difier  Kttle,  either  in  appeanuiee  or 
dre^s,  from  the  men ;  the  same  skin  of  the  seal    or  deer, 
sufiices  for  evh,  and  is  cut  and  fashioned  nearly  in  the  same 
manner.     Their  gestures  are  very  significant ;  and  when  they 
receive  small  presents  they  express  their  sUtisfaction  and  de« 
light  by  jumping  violently  ni  the  air. 

During  the  period  of  Captain  Ross's  sojourning  aasong 
them  they  erected  a  village.  The  only  materials  they  made 
use  of  in  the  construction  of  their  huts  were  snow  and  iee, 
and  the  rapidity  with  which  they  erect  them,  is  quite  equal  to 
the  extraordinary  nature  of  the  matter  employed  in  their  erec- 
tion. They  are  built,  furntshedy  and  inhabited  in  the  coofs^ 
of  a  very  few  hours.  They  are  round,  with  an  avched  rdome 
of  very  good  formation :  the  window  iaJbnned  of  a  fm^nMnt 
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^  ice,  which  adniu  MiflUeat  light  fisr  their  purpoaes.  The 
entrance  is  by  a  long  narrow  passage  in  the  ioow ;  their  1^ 
4s  fermeil  of  an  embaokneat  of  snow  in  the  interior^  wliich 
chey  corer  with  skins.  They  cook  their  food  with  very  littlf 
attention  to  cleanliness  or  comfort,  but  it  satisfies  their  waots* 
A  hollowed  stone,  filled  with  whale  blubber  or  seal  <h1,  aenres 
both  fisr  4xx>king  place  and  lamp,  and  the  wicki  are  formed  of 
laoss,  which  gives  light  and  heat  to  answer  all  their  purpose 
As  may  be  supposed,  they  possess  Utda  or  ao  property ;  their 
skiDs,  their  trifling  eooking  utensils,  their  spears  and  knives 
of  whalebone,  a  sledge  and  dogs  to  convey  it,  coppriae  tb^ 
whole  furoperty  of  a  tribe,  which  does  apt  exosed  a  biyidred 
•Mils  of  both  sexes. 


^Fm  following  passages  from  the  examination  of  Captain 
Ross  will  beTead  with  some  interest ;  we  prefer  ^ving  them 
in  this  detached  state  to  incorporating  them  with  ihe  body  of 
our  narrative,  that  they  ought  not  intenfeie  witdb  its  coutinu- 
ousness. 

■^  In  your  actual  sanrey  of  tha  veetern  coast  of  the  bay  of 
Beflbi,  wsM  yoa  aUe  to  oonreet  aiiy  material  errors  in  the 
exisliag' charts?" 

^^Oh,  mast  oertainly;  particularly  of  .two  banks  which.  I 
had^lbnaerly  kid  down,  called  the  Alexander  and  IslJ)eIla 
banks,  which  had  been  expunged  from  the  charts,  which  I 
originally  made,  by  subsequent  survey,  but  re-established  by 
aie  oa  the  same  spot.^ 

^  That  is  of  importance,  because  Che  new  wfaaie  flsheriia 
are  on  the  spot  ?** 

•'Yes.'* 

^  What  laUtude  is  that  in  r 

<*  About  sixty -nine.'* 

<*  Have  you  laid  down  avy  partiof  the  north  coast  of  Fro- 
biiher's  Stiait  fee  the  first  tame  ?^ 

•«  Tea.  We  consider  Fnobisher's  Strait  to  be  fictitmua. 
We  laid  doara  the  coast  betwieen  Besolutioa  IsUad  aU  the 


i 


I 


§90  ROtS-t  SIOOMA   TOYAOB 

way  to  the  height  of  serentj-four  uorA^  nKWt  of  which  bad 
not  been  laid  down  before. 

«'  When  you  say  Frobisher's  Stndt  is  fictitious^  do  you  be^ 
lieve  there  is  no  sea  between  Resolution  Island  and  the  main 
Und?" 

**  Certainly,  I  suppose  that ;  but  there  are  two  Frobiiher*a 
Straits ;  there  is  one  Frolnsher's  Strait  in  making  Greenlmnd 
an  island,  that  I  consider  to  be  fictitious ;  if  it  is  the  one  thai 
makes-  Resolution  Island  an  island,  that  is  one  certainly.^ 

**  How  long  were  you  enabled  to  make  use  of  the  paddle 
wheels  of  your  steamer  after  you  reached  the  heavy  ioe?*' 

<*  The  steam-engine  gave  way  before  we  reached  the  ice. 
We  were  run  much  among  the  ice  with  it,  but  as  far  as  I  OMild 
judge  they  would  answer  uncommonly  well.    They  answered 
beyond  my  expectation.'* 

'*  From  your  experience  in  navigating  the  Polar  aeas,  do 
you  think  it  safest  to  navigate  those  seas  with  a  steam4ioat 
with  the  paddles  projecdng  from  her  side  ?"* 

**  Far  better  than  any  other  mode.** 

^  Are  not  the  paddles  peculiarly  subject  to  damage  ?** 

^  They  were  peculiarly  constructed  for  the  purpose^  so  that 
I  could  raise  them  out  of  the  water  at  pleasure ;  one  maa  was 
sufficient  to  disengage  the  paddle  entirely  from  the  enginea^ 
and  raise  it  out  of  the  water,  and  out  of  the  way  of  preaaure.*' 

<*  And  it  was  so  contrived,  that  you  concave  steam  to  ba 
applicable  to  the  propelling  of  vessels  in  the  Polar  seaa  ?" 


From  your  experience  of  these  seas,  .do  you  conceive  thai 
any  further  attempt  to  discover  the  north-west  passage  would 
be  attended  with  great  danger  ?" 
"I  do." 

« 

*'  And,  if  successful,  would  it  be  attoided  with  aajr  public 
beneet  ?" 

^*'  I  believe  it  would  be  utterly  useless*? 

^'  The  indications  that  were  relied  upon  in  the  beginaiott 
of  these:  voyages  of  discovery,  as  to  leading  to  the  ooMlttsion 
that  a  mssage  might  be  found,  have  totally  failed?" 


•'«■ 
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<*  They  h*ve  been  totally  ditprorcd.* 

"  Does  your  experience  lead  you  to  make  tha  une  r*- 
mark  with  respect  to  making  die  northern  pole  by  the  Spits- 
bergen sea  r 

"  I  think  it  would  be  attended  with  danger." 

**  But  you  think  it  is  still  possible  ?** 

"  I  think  that  the  Mtempt  was  made  at  the  wrong  time  of 
they«ir." 

■■  What  is  the  greatest  degree  of  latitude  that  any  ship  haa 
ever  reached  F" 

"  Sooresby  has  recorded  that  his  father  reached  eighty- 
four.*' 

"  Eighty-throe  has  been  decidedly  reached  f 

'■  Oh  ycsl  Captain  Parry  got  to  83*  45*  *' 

"  What  is  the  greatest  degree  of  Ubtude  thtf  you  have 
found  natiTMf" 

"  In  seventy-seven  north." 

Ciqitain  Charles  Beuifort  k  piwnwwd  as  Ibllows : 

"  Have  you  the  means  of  knowing  whether  tbe  whale  fish- 
ery has  been  much  extended  by  Captain  Rosa's  first  voyage  F* 

"  Since  the  discoveries  in  that  part  of  the  world,  the  wha- 
lers have  certainly  gone  in  great  numbers  into  LAocaster  Soutid 
and  have  been  very  successful  in  finding  whales  there.** 

**  Are  you  aware  how  far  the  land  was  correctly  hod  down 
on  the  west  nde  of  Ba£Su*s  Bay  previous  to  Captain  Ross's 
voyage  in  the  year  ISISP" 

"  It  had  been  laid  down  originally  by  tbe  early  distnverica 
of  Baffin,  FrobisheTr  and  others ;  some  doubt,  however,  wot 
afterwards  thrown  npon  its  correetoees ;  but  the  voyages  of 
Ross  and  Parry  have  shewn  that  these  old  navigators  were 
more  eorrect  than  had  been  imagined." 

•*  Is  it  not  •  fact,  that,  previous  to  Captain  Rosses  first  voy< 
age,  BafBn's  Bay  had  been  omitted  in  tbe  Admiralty^s  charts, 
in  consequence  of  the  great  doubt  thrown  upon  the  early 
diaeevviesr 

**  1  kave  bean  toU  wo,  but  Lnenr  aaw  any  ehart  in  wUefa 
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^'  To  whom  do  you  attribute  the  diaoovery  of  the  vbik 
fishery,  on  the  west  tide  of  Baffin's  Bay  ?" 

*<  To  the  seferal  voyages  that  have  been  made  there,  bat  to 
DO  one  in  particular.*' 

**  Which  was  the  first  in  order  P* 

^  Captain  Ross's,  certainly.^' 

We  shall  now  present  the  reader  with  a  brief  accouat  of 
Captain  Ross's  opinion,  as  delirered  befiire  tiie  ComiDitlef^QQ 
the  subject  of  magnetic  electridty,  and  acNBe  otbcr  aatfoooauGil 
points. 

**  Among  the  raluable  obserratiaoa  (^  every  kind  wbidi 
you  describe  the  voyage  to  have  enabled  you  to  collect,  sic 
the  committee  to  understand  that  there  are  obaervatioiis  con- 
nected with  magnetic  electriaty  ?* 

*^  I  know  of  no  magnetic  dectridty ;  I  know  of  no  sodi 
term ;  but  the  effect  of  light  and  heat  upon  it  ia  an  importast 
discovery  which  we  have  made^^ 

**  With  respect  to  observations  connected  with  astronony, 
are  the  comnuttee  to  receive  audi  infimnation  from  yourseU^ 
or  from  Commander  Roas  t^ 

*^  They  may  receive  it  from  either ;  Commander  Roas  hid 
the  charge  of  the  trannt  which  took  down  the  transit  of  the 
stars,  and  also  the  oocultations  of  stars  by  the  jaaooa  and 
moon-culminating  stars/* 

^  Can  you  or  Commander  Boss  supply  the  committee  with 
a  series  of  observations  connecting  the  gradual^  dip  of  the 
magnetic  needle,  with  its  perpendicular  posiuon  at  the  point 
which  you  have  assigned  as  the  true  magnetic  pole  P** 

**  1  have  them,  but  not  in  a  state  to  set  before  the  com- 
mittee." 

<^  You  stated  that  you  did  not  recogmse  such  a  term  as 
magnetic  electricity ;  do  you  mean  to  state  you  do  not  be* 
lieve  there  is  any  identity  or  necessary  connection  between 
magnetism  and  electricity  (electro-magnetism)  ?^ 

**  I  believe  they  may  combine  with  each  other,  but  I  do 
not  understand  how  electricity  can  be  magnetised ;  the  mag- 
net  may  be' electrified,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  can.'* 
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<'  Is  that  opinion  formed  from  the  obserrations  you  made 
during  your  last  voyage  on  the  phenomena  of  electridty  and 

magnetism  ?* 

««  No,  there  was  no  natural  electricity  present  where  we  were.'' 

*<  Then  you  made  no  observations  with  respect  to  electrical 
phenomena  which  you  think  would  be  impcnrtant  to  science  T 

"  No,  none  whatever.'* 

<*  With  respect  to  the  aurora  borealts,  it  has  been  matter  of 
some  discussion  whether  the  aurora  borealis  is  accompanied 
with  noise?' 

*'  I  never  observed  any  noise  with  it,  but  I  have  a  new  the- 
ory of  it  whsc!)  I  intend  to  publish." 

**  Did  you  observe  any  magnetic  phenomena  which  you 
consider  of  importance  apart  from  the  existence  of  the  mag- 
netic poles  r* 

**  Yes,  the  effect  of  light  upon  the  magnet,  and  its  exposure 
to  such  climates.'^ 

The  following,  from  the  examination  of  Mr.  Children,  one 
of  the  secretaries  of  the  Royal  Society,  also  has  reference  to 
the  same  subject : — 

'  **  You  stated  to  the  committee  that  the  discovery  of  Com- 
mander Ross  corresponded  with  the  preconceptions  of  Profes- 
sor Barlow ;  do  you  apprehend  that  the  magnetic  pole  is  a 
fixed  point,  or  moveable  ?" 

'*  The  observations  hitherto  made  cannot  possibly  be  con- 
sidered sufficient ;  for  that  must  require  repeated  observations. 
I  know  it  was  the  opimon  of  Profesaor  Barlow,  two  or  three 
years  ago,  that  there  were  not  one  or  two  but  perhaps  several 
magnetic  poles;  the  poles  are  probably  fixed  points ;  but  they 
may  be  moveable.  Mr.  Barlow  has  subsequently,  I  believe, 
given  up  that  view." 

**  Are  we  not  quite  at  the  threshold  of  knowledge  ?'* 

*^  Yes,  and  every  observation  is  of  course  valuable. ** 

**  Every  contribution  to  magnetic  knowledge  b  of  very 
great  importance  to  a  maritime  country  ?'* 

**  Yes,  I  should  think  so ;  very  much.^ 
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*  And  «oith  the  Mcrifice  of  maagj  ?" 

**  Ortainlr ;  and  ic  b  ortMiiilj  noieifaiiig  tar  as  Fthjwj 
■an  to  bare  bceo  the  fint  aad  ooly  one  wfio  has  rspniaHaal- 
\j  decided  the  one  postjon  of  the  noftb  magni  rii  poie,  w*udk 
be  kai  dtaiij  done ;  he  appean  to  have  gone  to  a  pcwt  what 
the  dippiDg  oecdtc  itood  direal;  perperM&uIar,  where  the  fe- 
rizoDtxl  dinctioD  was  entirely  lost ;  that  i^  «i  Mr.  Bario*  cs- 
pre9Ksil,tbepale  iticU'.'' 

"  Did  CaptuD  Parry  fullow  iIk  same  line  f 

"  I  do  not  recollect ;  he  cannot  hare  been,  on  his  mragti 
at  the  very  spot  where  CoHnnander  Boaa  wai  the  coaapssa  Ad 
not  Iravene  at  all ;  it  waa  perfectly  uprigfaL" 


The  aelect  committee  appdnted  by  the  House  trf*  C 
to  enquire  into  the  drcumitanoea  of  the  expedition  lo  tk 
Arctic  Seas,  commanded  by  Captain  John  Rosa,  with  a  iiew 
to  ascertain  whether  any  and  what  reward  may  be  dtie  for  the 
aervices  rendered  on  that  occasion,  and  lo  report  tbeir  obao^ 
vations  thereupon  to  the  House :  together  with  the  mjruitf 
of  evidence  taken  before  them :— enquired  into  the  matten  re- 
ferred to  them,  and  agreed  to  a  report  of  whidi  the  ftdlowing 
■a  an  abstract. 

"  YourCommittee  have  notfelt  themselves  either  caUed  up 
on  by  their  order  of  reference,  or  competent  to  give  an  opinion 
on  the  precise  merits  or  extent  erf  the  discoveries  niade  during 
the  expedition  comtnanded  by  Captain  John  Robs,  whether  id « 
geogrophical  or  scientific  point  of  view  :  they  have  therefore 
confined  themselves  to  such  a  general  investigation  into  the 
facts,  as  may  sufHce  for  a  decinon  on  the  main  question  com- 
mitted l<>  their  hands,  whether  any  reward  should  be  allotted 
from  the  public  purse,  and  to  whom  that  reward  is  due. 

"  In  the  course  of  this  inquiry  they  find  that,  in  the  year 
1R27,  Captain  Ross,  stimulated  by  the  deure  of  securing  lo 
lliii  cotiutr}'  the  honour  of  settling  the  long-agitated  question 
ul'a  Nurili'VVeit  Passage,  proposed  firkt  to  his  mijesty's  go- 
vrrnmcnt,  and,  on  their  declining  lo  undertake  it,  to  his  friend. 
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Mr.  Felix  Booth,  to  fit  out  an  expedition  for  that  purpose : 
that  in  the  following  year  Mr.  Booth,  finding  that  ihe  At, 
by  which  a  parliamentary  reward  was  held  out  for  the  disco- 
very of  a  North- West  Passage,  had  been  repealed,  and  that 
no  suspidon  of  interested  motives  could  any  longer  rest  upon 
the  undertaking,  **  having  no  other '  object  in  view  than  the 
advancement  of  the  honour  of  his  country,  and   the  interests 
of  sdence,  and  to  gradfy  the  feelings  of  a  friend,  immediately 
agreed  to  Captdn  Ross's  proposition,  on  condition  that  his 
connection  with  the  enterprise  should  not  be  made  known :  that 
accordingly,  with  the  exception  6f  about  two  thousand  pounds 
expended  by  Captain  Ross,  Mr.  Booth  did  actually  bear  all 
the  charges  of  the  expedition,  to  the  amount  of  between  ieven* 
teen  and  eighteen  thousand  pounds  :  that  Captain  Ross,  being 
left  by  Mr*  Booth  at  liberty  to  choose  whom  he  pleased  to 
accompany  him,  received  gratuitous  offers  of  zealous  service 
and  asu8tance»  in  any  capacity,  from  those  distinguished  offi- 
cers, Captuns  Back  and  Hoppner,  offers  equally  creditable  to 
Captain  Ross  and  to  the  spirit  of  those  who  made  them  :  but 
finally  selected  his  nephew.  Commander  James  Clark  Ross, 
a  young  officer  of  distinguished  sdentific  attainments,  who 
had  been  employed  in  every  previous  expedition  to  the  Arctic 
seas ;  and  having  engaged  Mr.  Thom  as  purser,  who  as  well 
as  Commander  Ross  agreed   to  go  without  pay,  and   Mr. 
M^iarmid  as  surgeod,  together  with  a  crew  of  nineteen  men« 
sailed  from  England  in  May  1829:  that  in  spite  of  the  muti- 
ny of  the  crew  of  a  whaler,  which  had  been  engaged  to  ac- 
company them  with  provisions.  Captain  Ross  persevered,  in 
reliance  on  finding  the  supplies  which  had  been  landed  by 
the  Fury,  on  Fury  Beach,  and  then  entered  upon  a  course  of 
sufferings,  of  dangers  and  discoveries,  for  a  summary  of  which 
the  committee  referred  the  House  to  the  Letter  addressed  by 
him  to  the  secretary  of  the  Board  of  Admiralty,  and  which  ia 
already  given  in  this  work. 

**  Your  committee  have  found  the  statements  contained  in 
the  atiove  Letter  confirmed,  as  far  as  they  have  been  examined, 
by  the  evidence  which  has  appeared  before  them ;  and^  sup- 
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ported  by  the  opinions  of  Capt«n  Beaufort,  hydragnpltor  to 
the  Admiralty,  of  Mr.  Children,  one  of  the  secretariea  of  th^: 
Royal  Society,  and  of  Professor  Barlow,  who  has  made  the 
magnetic  variations  his  particular  study,  they  see  no  reaaen  to 
doubt  that  Captain  Ross  nearly  approached,  and  that  Com* 
mander  Ross  actually  reached,  the  magnetic  pole. 

'*  The  importance,  especially  to  a  maritime  natioo,  of  ibia 
discovery,  and  of  the  observations  connected 'with  magnetic 
science,  arising  thereout,  is  most  highly  estimated  by  the  aci- 
entific  witnesses  who  tiave  been  examined,  and  it  it  further 
attested  by  the  zeal  with  which  this  branch  of  science  has 
been  of  late  pursued  by  eminent  men  in- every  coantfy,  and  fagr: 
the  expense,  which  several  foreign  governments  have  of  bte 
years  incurred  for  the  same  object. 

**  Under  thebe  circumstances  your  committee  can  have  no 
hesitation  in  reporting,  that  a  great  public  aervioe  has  been 
performed.     Independently  of  the  demonstration,  that  one 
passage,  which  had  been  considered  by  preceding  navigmtors 
to  be  one  of  the  most  likely  to  lead  from  the  Atlantic  to  the 
Pacific  Ocean,  does  not  exist,  thus  narrowing  the  field  for  fii* 
ture  expeditions,  if  such  should  ever  be  undertaken;  inde^ 
pendently  of  the  addition  of  between  six  and  seven  hundred 
miles  of  coast  to  our  geographical  knowledge,  and  of  the  va- 
luable additions  to  magnetic  science  and   meteorology,  which 
this  expedition  will  supply,  your  committee  cannot  overlook 
the  public  service  which  is  rendered  to  a  maritime  oountiy, 
especially  in  time  of  peace,  by  deeds  of  daring  enterprise  and 
patient  endurance  of  hardship,  which  excite  the  public  sym* 
pathy,  and  enlist  the  general  feeling  in  favour  of  maritime  ad- 
venture.    Of  this  result  they  have  strong  evidence  in  the  na- 
tional subscription,  which  furnished  the  funds  for  the  expedi- 
tion of  Captain  Back  in  search  of  Captain  Ross  and  his  gal- 
lant  party,  to  which  the  Government  also  contributed  two 
thousand  pounds. 

*'  Under  these  circumstances,  and  looking  to  the  advantages 
to  science  and  the  honour  to  his  country  which  have  result- 
ed from  the  expedition  under  his  oommaiid ;  looking  lo  the 
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•xpease  which  the  oountrj  has  been  willing  to  incur  on  for- 
ner  occasions  for  similar  expeditions,  and  to  the  rewards, 
wrhich  it  has  voted  even  for  less  important  and  honourable 
ibjects,  jour  committee  hope  they  are  not  transgressing  the 
bounds  of  a  due  regard  to  public  economy,  in  recommending 
that  a  sum  of  five  thousand  pounds  be  voted  to  Captain 
John  Ross. 

**  To  Mr.  Felix  Booth,  to  whose  modest  public  spirit  and 
rare  munificence  this  expedition  b  entirely  due,  your  com- 
mittee regret  that  they  have  it  not  in  their  power  to  propose 
some  fit  token  of  public  acknowledgment ;  but  they  cannot 
forbear  oflering  the  tribute  of  their  admiration  and  respect.*' 

It  may  here  be  noticed  that  the  king  has  been  pleased  to 
grant  the  dignity  of  a  baronet,  and  his  name  will  for  ever 
stand  enrolled  as  one  of  the  most  noble  and  disinterested  sup- 
porters of  the  gloiy  of  lus  country,  and  the  advancement  of 
nautical  science. 

The  last  accounts  which  had  readied  England  from  Cap* 
tain  Ross  after  he  had  taken  his  departure^  were  dated  July 
181^  ftom  Disco  Ishmd.    Fears  the  most  alarming  were  ex- 
cited for  hb  safety  as  thedose  of  the  year  1858  approached  and 
no  tidings  were  yet  heard  of  him.    In  consequence,  a  meeting 
of  the  Geographical  Sodety  was  held,  to  consider  what  steps 
were  fit  to  be  taken ;  and  it  was  resolved  to  open  a  subscript 
lion  and  to  organixe  a  Committee  to  make  the  requisite  pre- 
parations for  despatching  a  party  in  quest  of  him.    This  was 
accordingly  set  on  foot,  and  Captain  Back  was  appointed  to 
superintend  the  expedition,  which  suled  on  the  17th  of  Fe- 
bruary 185S,  from  Liverpool.     Two  days  before  the  an-  • 
nouncement  of  Captain  Ross's  safety,  a  letter  was  received  from 
Captain  Back,  dated  June  the  19th,  from  Jack  River,  with 
intelligence  ot  his  arrival  at  that  stage  of  his  journey.    Imme- 
diately on  Captain  Ross's  readiing  London  the  Comm'ttee 
for  managing  the  Arctic  Expedition  under  the  command  of 
Captain  Back  met  to  decide  on  the  steps  they  should  pursue 
in  consequence,  with  respect  to  that  officer's  recall  The  meet- 
ing  took  pUM  on  the  22nd  of  October,  when  Admnd  Sir 
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Charles  Ogle,  one  of  its  most  active  roeubers,  took  the  chair, 

at  which  the  following  cominunication  from  Captaia  Roas  was 

read. 

London,  Oct.  the  20th. 

To  tJie  Committee  for  managing  the  Arctic  Land  Expedition, 

Gentlemen. — Of  the  many  circumstances  of  high  grati- 
fication which  have  welcomed  the  delivery  of  myself  and  my 
companions  from  four  years  of  severe  suflTering,  there  is  no- 
thing (next  after  a  deep  sense  of  the  merciful  providence 
wherewith  we  have  been  surrounded  in  such  great  perils) 
which  has  excited  so  strong  a  feeling  of  gratitude  as  the  hu- 
mane and  generous  sympathy  of  a  nuniber  of  persons,  who, 
at  the  diance  of  being  instrumental  in  our  preservation,  con- 
tributed, with  the  assistance  of  his  Majesty's  government,  an 
ample  sum  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the  expense  of  an  ex- 
pedition which  was  so  promptly  and  with  so  much  judgment 
put  in  motion  by  your  Committee,  and  so  wisely  confided  to 
the  guidance  of  Captain  Back,  whose  known  intelligence  and 
intrepidity  gave  to  the  Committee  a  certainty  that  all  would 
be  done  which  a  sagacious  mind  and  unflinching  perseverance 
could  accomplish.  It  is  my  wish  and  duty  to  make  the  ear- 
liest acknowledcrements  of  this  instance  of  wide  extended  com- 
passion  towards  us,  and  I  venture  to  rely  on  the  favour  of  the 
Committee  to  receive  with  allowance  this  imperfect  expres- 
sion of  my  feehngs  towards  them,  to  his  Majesty's  government, 
to  the  contributors  to  the  undertaking,  and  to  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company,  for  the  efforts  which  might  have  proved,  as 
designed,  the  means  of  snatching  myself  and  my  faithful  com- 
panions from  the  further  sufferings  which,  almost  to  the  last 
moment,  we  seemed  doomed  to  encounter. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be,  Gentlemen, 

Your  very  humble  and  grateful  servant, 

John  Rose, 
Certain ^  Royal  Navy, 
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The  following  tniwer  wts  sent  in  reply. 

Arcdc  Land  Expedidon, 
81,  Regent  Street^  Oct^  22nd. 

Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
letter  of  the  SOtb  instant,  addressed  to  the  Committee  for  ma- 
naging the  Arctic  Land  Expedition,  and  returning  your 
thanks  to  its  members,  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company^and  to 
all  the  subscribers  towards  the  equipment  of  that  expedition, 
for  the  exertions  made  by  them  in  hopes  of  rescuing  you  and 
yours  from  your  perihnis  situation. 

In  reply,  I  beg  in  the  name  of  the  Committee  and  of  all  the 
subscribers,  to  offier  yoa  our  warmest  congratulations  on  your 
safe  return.  And  although  the  main  object  of  Captain  Backus 
expedition  is  thus  attained  without  his  assistance^  yet  we  feel 
much  gratified  that  it  i^ould  have  gone,  inasmuch  asit  proves 
to  all  future  adventurers  in  a  like  cause,  that  their  country 
would  not  be  unmindful  of  them  ;  while  on  the  other  hand  your 
return  also  shows  that  no  situadon  should  be  considered  too 
desperate  to  be  beyond  the  reach  of  a  similar  exertion. 

1  have  the  honor  to  be 
Sir,  your  obedient  servant^ 

CuARLBs  OoLs,  Chairman. 
To  Captain  Rosa^  Royal  Navy, 

At  the  same  time  a  despatch  was  agreed  to  be  forwarded 
by  a  winter  evpness  to  Captain  Back,  acquainting  bia  with 
Captain  Rosses  return,  and  direcdng  him  to  turn  his  attention 
now  entirely  to  the  second  object  of  his  mission,— completing 
the  coast  line  of  the  north-eastern  part  of  America,  of  which 
litde  more  than  one  hnndred  and  fifty  miles  renuun  to  be 
traced. 
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The  following  selection  of  a  few  wordf,  will  give  tome  idea 
of  the  Esquimaux  language. 


Angry  • 

Arrow  • 

Aurora  boreaTit 

Bear 

Beads  • 

Bow,  for  shooting 

Bread         •  • 

Breeches  • 

Canoe  • 

Cloud  ^ 

Cold 

Cry,  be  does  • 

Dance,  be  does  • 

Daughter 

Dead,  be  is  • 

Deer  • 

Dog 

Drink,  be  does 

Ear 

cat  •  • 

Esquimaux  • 

European  (substantive) 

European  (adjective) 

Fat 

Father 

Fire 

Fish 

Fox 
Frozen 
Grandmother 
Growl,  he  does 


Erk  -sissu-y  ak-poke. 

Kakleoke. 

Arkak. 
JNannoke. 
[Ninnooke. 

Hu«now-yak* 

Pit-see-ku. 
She-ga-tak. 
Kakleek* 
Kei-yak. 
Noo-woo*e-a 
Ik-kee. 
Kei-a-woke. 
Momek  poke. 
Pannuga  Pannu. 
Tokoo-wok. 
Tookto. 
Mikkee. 
Immuk-poke. 
JHee-u-tee-ga. 
[He-u-ting-a. 
Tamoo-a-woke* 
Immut-plue* 
Eablojna. 

Kabloo-nak-ta. 
Oksumik, 
Attata. 
Ikkooma. 
r  Ekkalook. 
[Ek-ka-kxL 
Terru-anu-arioo. 
Kir-kee-woke. 
•    In-ru-ta 

Kattee-mak-poke. 


•ro   TRB    KOBTH  POLS 


Ml 


Gun 

Hair 
Hare 
Head 

Heart 

Husband 

Hut  or  house 
Ice  • 

Indiana 
Iron  • 

iTOiy  • 


Knife,  a  man's 
Knife,  a  woman's 
Laugh,  he  does 
Lie 

Lightning 
Milk 

MocMi,  the 
Mother 
Mountain 
Mouth  « 

Needle 
Nephew  or  Niece 

Nose 

OU,  blubber 

Owl 

Paddle 

Pot  for  cooking 

Push,  he  does 


{Yuk-koke-keds-uke. 
He-ek-koke-ld-gu. 
{Nusd-ak-kfti 
Nu-yak-ka, 
Oa-ka-lik. 
J  Ne-a-koke. 
[^Ne-a-ko-a. 
O  nut. 

{Oo-u-gu. 
Oo  ing-u. 
Oo-u-ma. 
Ig-loo. 
Sikkoa 
Eiri-ke'  lu. 

So-wik. 

Tow-a. 

Koonig. 

Sit-ko-a. 

Panna. 

Oo-Ioo. 

Igla-poke» 

Shagloo. 

Kad-loomelkkooma, 

Immook. 

An-ninga. 

A-ma-ma. 

King-nak. 

Kan-na-ra, 

Mitkoke. 

Oyu-oga. 
JKeei-nak 
|King^ara. 
0-ku-a-or. 
Ook-pie-nnak« 

ParOO-Uia.. 

Oot-koo-seek. 
Nei-pak-poke. 
A-yaw-uk-poke. 


{ 


